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combinations  in  the  wholesale  grocery  trade  developed  since  iaB4,  114. 
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H.  W.  Sewell,  Grooer,  &o.,  Hamilton  ....        ii4-117 

Eetail  grocers  making  better  piofits  since  the  wholesale  combination  was  inaugu- 
rated— prices  steadier — less  cutting,  115. 

W.  B.  Clay,  Grccer,  Galt  - 133-184 

Experience  in  the  fluctuating  prices  of  sugars— opposed  to  uniform  prices,  122, 
Doing  well  in  business — the  matter  of  discounts,  123.  Sugar  an  article  of  necessity 
to  retail  grocers,  124. 

Patrick  Baskerville,  Grocer,  Ottawa  -  -  -  134-13e 

Signed  the  sugar  agreement — name  of  his  firm  afterwards  removed  from  the  list  by 
the  guild,  124.  No  limit  to  the  extent  a  combination  may  raise  prices  to.  Knew 
nothing  of  his  name  being  removed  from  the  list  until  refused  sugar  on  usual  terms 
at  the  refinery,  125. 

Joseph  Kavannah,  Grocer,  Ottawa  ...        -         137-131 

Prices  of  biscuits  fi  om  the  manufacturers  the  same  in  1887-88  as  in  1884.  iiiscuit 
flour  now  cheaper— prices  of  biscuit  flour  in  different  years  compared,  127.  Sugar 
and  other  materials  entering  into  biscuits  cheaper  now  than  in  former  years — prices 
of  biscuits  stationary — combination  amongst  biscuit  manufacturers  to  sustain  prices, 
127.  Biscuit  manufacturers  in  the  combination  designated — biscuits  of  the  same 
class  made  cheaper  in  New  York  than  in  Toronto — price  lists  compared,  128.  A 
New  Yoik  firm  delivers  a  better  article  of  biscuit  at  a  less  price  in  Montreal  after 
paying  20  per  cent,  duty,  than  biscuits  of  the  same  kind  can  be  bought  for  from  the 
Canaaian  manufacturers  in  Toronto  or  Montreal,  129  A  combination  in  confection- 
ary sent  up  price  1 J  cent  per  pound  at  a  bound,  130.  Tobacco  combination — refuse 
to  purchase  McDonald's  tobacco  because  it  was  under  combination—patronizes  an 
independent  tobacco  company,  131. 

W.  C.  Gibson,  Biscuit  Manufacturer,  Ottawa,  -  137-144 

In  biscuit  makers' combination  past  six  years,  137.  Seat  of  the  combination— con- 
fectioneries also  included — objects  of  the  combination — executive  committee — prices 
— biscuit  firms  in  the  combination,  138.  Quality  of  flour  used — capacity  and  machi- 
nery—Canadian lard  very  superior  to  Chicago  lard— ratio  of  lard  to  flour  used,  139. 
Combination  agreement  signed — cost  of  flour— the  combination  control  the  matufac- 
tnrers  in  the  matter  of  quality  and  price,  140.  The  biscuit  agreement  purely  a 
matter  of  honor — no  punishment  for  violation,  141.  Freights — regulation  prices 
mean,  on  board  cars — Officers  of  the  combination,  143.  Prime  cost  of  manufacture, 
outside  of  biscuit  ingredients  used,  143. 

Elias  Rogerg,  Coal  Dealer,  Toronto  -  -  145-164  ana  371-303 

Coal  association  amalgamated  wiih  the  Toronto  Board  of  Trade,  as  The  Coal  Branch 
of  that  board — two  classes  of  coal  dealers,  145.  Officers  and  executive  commiUee  of 
Coal  Branch,  146.  American  coal  companits  from  which  purchased  and  points  of 
ehipment  for  Toi onto,  146.  Controlling  Cos.,  their  prices  uniform,  147.  Coal  Cos. 
£ell  only,  for  Toionto,  to  £uch  dealeis  £s  are  in  the  coal  association,  148.     Eepiestntr 
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tives  of  U.S.  coal  companies  present  in  Toronto  insist  upon  dealers  forming  a  com- 
ination  to  sustain  prices,  149.  U.  S.  coal  Cos.  fix  prices  for  their  export  sales 
lonthly,  150.  Prices  in  Toronto  fixed  by  executive  committee  of  coal  branch,  151, 
55,  157.  Prices  to  Toronto  dealers  at  various  points  and  dates — freight — cost  of 
andling— profits,  151,  158,  160.  Coal  by  rail,  cost  of —freight,  154.  Total  coal  im- 
ort  into  Toronto — Punishment  by  fines  for  cutting  prices — P.  Burns  fined,  bis 
ffence,  155,  162.  Contracts  by  tender  for  coal,  when  and  how  fixed — premiums  paid 
y  party  getting  the  contract,  166.  Contract  premiums,  how  divided — Mr.  Kogers, 
othing  to  do  with  the  waterworks  coal  contract,  156,  157.  The  executive  committee 
ow  made  up — all  members  of  the  association  pledged  to  fidelity  by  oath,  157.  Bm- 
loyes  also  sworn  to  fidelity  in  maintaining  prices,  158.  The  coal  combination  as 
ffecting  consumers,  159,163.  Several  fines  enumerated — consequences  to  parties 
ineJ — in  default  of  not  paying  fine  supplies  stopped — McConnell  et  alias,  161.  Mr. 
logers,  recalled,  271.  About  a  sale  of  coal  by  Rogers  &  C3.  to  Keys  &  Hallet, 
Voodbridge — a  statutory  declaration,  271,  275.  Attendence  of  witness  during  1887, 
.t  meetings  of  Toronto  Coal  Exchange,  273,  290,  300.  Tender  contracts  of  Toronto 
or  1886-87 — Hospital,  Parkdale  waterworks,  &e.— who  received  iho  supplying  of 
hem— auction  premiums  paid  into  the  pool— pool  how  made  and  how  divided,  277, 
197.  Ontario  Government  tender,  279.  Eebates  allowed  to  importers,  280,  283,  284. 
)oal  entries  at  Toi'onto  Custom  House — certain  invoices  not  filed — in  1886,  prices 
anthracite  entered  at,  281.  Import  cost  of  coal  in  1886-87— freights  and  other 
iharges— retail  prices,  283,  291,  295.  Toronto  city  contract  for  18^6,  and  competing 
)arties — ofScial  communication  with  coal  committee  at  Buffalo  to  stop  supplies  and 
vho  deputised  to  go— McConnell's  fine  and  expulsion,  285,  300.  Dominion  Gov- 
irnment  contract  at  Toronto,  299. 

J.  W.  Wood,  Seceetaht  to  the  Coal  Trade  Branch  of  the  Toronto 

Board  of  Trade        ....--  161-174* 

tales  and  constitution  of  the  Coal  Branch— Origin  of  the  combination,  the  promoters 
if  it,  164— The  association  that  organized  in  1883,  the  same  body  that  subsequeDtly 
.raalgamed  with  the  Board  of  Trade,  as  "  The  Coal  Trade  Branch  "—Pines  on  mem- 
)ers— Pines  how  divided,  the  pool  165,  173.  Waterworks  and  other  contracts  by 
*Eder  with  the  city  of  Toronto,  prices  for  tender  fixed  by  the  combination— auction 
t  tenders — premiums  for  receiving  contract  paid  into  the  pool — pool  divided  amongst 
he  coal  importers,  less  one-sixth — the  public  deprived  of  competition — proceedings 
within  the  executive  secret,  166,  168,  173.  The  statutory  declaration  in  obligation 
)f  members  and  employees— the  oath  binding  in  the  matter  of  secrecy  to  ba  observed 
n  relation  to  the  business  transacted  in  meetings,  167,  111.  Blias  Sogers  renounces 
11  interest  or  part,  as  a  member  of  the  combination,  in  the  waterworks  contract. 
68.  Prices  fixed  at  which  public  tender  would  be  filled— prices  pitched  at  a  higher 
ate  to  private  citizens,  169.  Formality  offenders  rendered  abortive— prices  for  wood 
Iso  fixed  in  certain  cases,  170,  174.  Public  School,  Hospital,  Ontario  Government- 
oal  tenders  all  manipulated  alike  by  the  combination,  170,  171— Pines  in  relation 
0  oaths  171.  Terms  on  which  the  retail  coal  dealers  purchase  from  the  importers, 
72.  Executive  committee  now  constituted,  173.  List  of  members  of  the  combina- 
ioD  in  Toronto  furnished  to  the  secretary  of  the  Anthracite  Committee  at  Eochester 
-one  whose  name  not  on  the  list  would  not  get  coal— conditions  of  obtaining  coal 
Dr  import  trade  of  Toronto— how  to  become  a  member  of  the  Coal  Branch,  174. 
iupplement  to  Mr.  Wood's  evidence.     Exhibit  34,  C. 

'eter  Larmonth,  Secretary,  Ottaw\^Coal  Cartage  Co.  -  174-184 

•ttawa  Coal  Cartage  Co.  chartered— membership— shares  and  capital  174,  177.  The 
ompany  a  combination  on  the  "  Trust "  system  which  controls  the  import  of  coal  to 
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Ottawa  and  ragalates  the  prices  for  retail  to  citizens — the  methods  of  operation^  ex- 
plained— all  the  shareholders,  directors — selling  prices  of  coal  fixed  by  these  direc- 
tors, alias,  the  Cartage  Co.,  1*75,  113,  184.  Profits  of  dealers  realized  by  dividends, 
on  a  Bupposed  capital,  from  the  company's  pool  funds,  176,  180.  Profits  paid  to 
several  dealers  not  members  of  the  Cartage  Co.  for  past  year's  sales — quantity  of 
coal  handled  176,  177,  178,  180.  Dividends  on  stock  to  shareholders  not  in  business 
177,  181, 182.  Quantity  sold  and  profit  of  the  Cartage  Company,  178,  181.  Impor- 
tation cost  of  coal  179.  The  Coal  Cartage  Company's  capital— net  profit  after  deduct- 
ing all  charges  against  the  pool — and  rate  per  cent,  realized  on  capital,  181.  loa- 
portation  wholly  by  individuals— tenders  to  supply  coal  made  individually  also,  but 
at  rates  fixed  by  the  directors,  184.     Ke-oalled,  191. 

W.  H.  Easton,  Coal  Dealer,  Ottawa  -  -  -  184-191 

Coat  of  coal  increased  to  consumers  in  Ottawa  by  the  combination,  184,  ISP,  188. 
The  combination  interfering  to  stop  coal  supplies  to  independent  importers,  186,  188, 
189.  Kesults  to  witness  of  combination  interference  with  his  business— dififerenoa 
between  independence  and  combination  prices,  185,  187,  188.  Import  cost  on  Ist 
January,  1888,  of  soft  grate  coal  and  combination  selling  price  in  Ottawa,  186.  Coal 
as  cheaply  imported  to  Ottawa  as  to  Kingston — diflerenoe  against  the  former  in 
retail  prices,  188,  190.  Solicited  to  join  the  Ottawa  coal  combination  to  keep  up 
prices,  190. 

George  P.  Thompson,  Coal  Dealer,  Ottawa  -  -  193-303 

AflSliated  with  Ottawa  Cartage  Co,  as  a  dealer — personal  advantages  of  dealing 
in  an  associated  form,  192,  American  coal  exporters  favor  combination  on  this  side, 
and  are  in  combination  amongst  themselves,  191.  American  agents  report  dealers 
here  who  refuse  to  join  in  local  combination,  196.  Profits  for  the  year  18>^7-88,  to 
■witness,  of  his  coal  business,  197.  Import  prices  of  coal  in  1887,  at  various  dates, 
per  long  ton — one-eighth  of  this,  gives  value  of  short  ton  as  retailed,  198,  199. 
Profits  of  retail,  personally,  201. 

Thomas  McConnell,  Coal  Dealer,  Toronto  -  -  -      303-313 

Toronto  coal  exchange  manipulating  matters  against  witness  on  the  American  side, 
202,  206.  Forced  into  the  Toronto  ooal  exchange — the  combination  get  his  supplies 
stopped  and  consequent  forced  surrender  of  contracts,  at  heavy  loss,  203,  207. 
Eeasons  assigned  by  American  coal  agents  at  Buffalo,  as  to  why  they  stopped  his 
supplies — their  agreement  to  supply,  204.  Agreement  broken  after  having  been 
entered  upon — a  severe  loss,  205.  The  statutory  declaration  of  the  local  combina- 
tion objected  to — a  fine,  206,  207.  C>operation  and  mutual  action  of  coal  combina- 
tions upon  both  sides  of  the  line,  202,  204,  206,  207,  iJ09,  210,  211.  How  witness 
succeeded  in  getting  contracts  outside  of  the  local  combination,  207.  Details  of  can- 
celled contract — cost  of  importation  to  fill— price  of  delivery  per  contract — loss  to 
contractor  by  cancellation,  208.  Cost  of  winter  imported  coal  and  retail  price  ia 
Toronto — shut  out  of  business,  209.  Punished  for  selling  coal  to  a  party  not  in  the 
combination — promoters  of  the  local  combination,  members  of  the  American  com- 
bination also — something  that  would  bind — profits  to  coal  importers  by  sale  of  con- 
tracts— coal  made  dearer  to  consumers  by  the  combination,  211.  Combination  first 
confined  to  anthracite,  now  extended  to  include  bituminous  coals,  212. 
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■William  Bell,  Coal  Dealer,  Toronto  ...  -       313-318 

Coal  Association — Executive  Committee,  number  and  classes  of  which  composed — 
what  coal  importers  allow  the  retail  dealers — dealers  cannot  get  coal  without  becom- 
ing members  of  the  combination — the  importers  regulate  the  retail  prices,  212.  Ad- 
vantage to  retail  coal  dealers  to  import — cost  of  coal  at  Toronto  imported  by  rail 
from  Buffalo  in  August,  1887 — retail  price — profit,  213.  Personnel  of  the  combina- 
tion executive  committee — disproves  of  members  having  to  take  obligations  under 
oath,  214,  215.  Eeasons  for  organization — how  the  oath  might  be  got  over  in  cer- 
tain cases — sole  object  to  keep  up  prices — combinations  acting  in  concert — to  keep 
up  prices  the  only  obligation,  ai5.  List  of  members  of  Toronto  combination  fur- 
nished to  the  American  coal  agents  who  will  sell  only  to  names  on  the  list — notifica- 
tion in  case  of  breach — a  ring  within  a  ring — retail  members  dissatisfied  with  abso- 
lute rule  of  the  importers— cut  and  dried,  216.  Several  and  large  increases  on  im- 
portation against  the  retailers  in  November  and  December,  1887,  and  January,  1888 
— sweating  the  small  dealers — a  $300  surprise,  217.     Prices  in  1886  and  1887. 

C.  C.  Ray,  Coal  Dealer,  Ottawa  ....  -     318-338 

Sources  of  supplies  to  Ottawa  coal  importers— Ottawa  Coal  Cartage  Co.,  218.  Wit- 
ness demurs  to  answering  certain  questions — a  present  active  member  and  an 
original  promoter  of  the  organization  of  the  0.  C.  Co.— board  of  directors— essential 
points  the  witness  cannot  recollect,  219,  222,  223.  Capital  stock  of  the  0.  C.  Co., 
how  represented— individual  shares— how  the  0.  C.  Co.'s  business  is  carried  on,  220, 
.2i^3,  224.  List  of  the  charter  members— none  of  these  previously  in  coal  business — 
purpose  in  promoting  organization  and  applying  for  charter,  221.  A  reminder  to 
witness,  222.  His  attention  called  to  certain  records— C.  C.  Company  has  not  inter- 
fered with  other  dealers  getting  supplies— who  originated  tbe  company's  plan  of 
business,  223,  225.  Profits  of  the  C.  C.  Co.— dividends  paid  to  member  of  the  Co.  and 
others,  225,  226.  Witness  personally  made  complaints  against  length  of  time  coal 
remained  in  cars  at  Ottawa*— also  a  member  of  the  coal  combination  in  Toronto,  227. 

Alexr.  Ri  Hargraft,  Coal  and  Grain  Dealer,  Coboukg        -       -        33S-33S 

No  combination  in  coal  in  Coboarg— Sources  and  ports  of  supply,  228.  Prices  from 
mines  F.  O.  B.  for  long  and  short  tons  at  different  dates  for  1887— Freight  and  other- 
charges— Maximum  cost  yarded  at  Cobourg— Eebate  allowed  by  American  dealers 
to  regular  customers  in  Canada— No  dictation  by  American  dealers  to  fix  prices  at 
Cobourg— Eetail  prices  in  Cobourg  and  profits,  •.:i29-231.  Additional  rebate  by 
certain  coal  companies— Terms  of  credit,  232.  Witness  a  dealer  in  barley— No 
combination  on  this  product  known  to  him,  233. 

Oeorge  P.  Hartt,  Coal  Dealer,  Montreal  ...        -         333-341. 

A  coal  exchange  or  combination  established  in  Montreal— No  connection  with  the 
Board  of  Trade— Object  of  combination  to  curb  competition  and  sustain  prices--^io 
suggestion  or  dictation  from  American  side  to  form  this  combination— Baard  ot 
management  regulate  retail  prices— A  majority  of  the  Board  agents  for  American 
coal  companies,  233.  Members  of  combination  not  obligated  by  oath,  simply  a  pro- 
mise to  observe  the  rules— Punishment  provided  for  by  fine— Prices  to  retail  dealers, 
delivered  on  their  premises  and  prices,  delivered  from  boat,  car,  or  importers  yaraa 
—Rebate  to  importers -Any  retail  dealer   not   in   the   combination  discriminatecL 

*Vide  evidence  of  J.  B.  Butterworth,  p.  252-253. 
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against  io  prices,  234-2il.  Minimum  of  profits  fixed  by  the  combination— Discount 
in  retail  to  certain  public  institutions — Retail  prices  for  citizens  and  lor  tenders 
fixed  by  the  board — No  division  or  allotment  of  tenders  amongst  members — each 
dealer  to  get  the  filling  of  what  tenders  he  can,  within  the  rules— No  com.mis8ion8 
on  orders,  235,  238,  2'i0.  Combination  when  formed,  236.  How  a  member  of  the 
combiTiation  outwitted  his  peers  in  securine;  a  tender,  237.  Uniform  importation 
cost  tixed  in  the  United  States,  236,  238.  Expenses  of  handling  coal  in  Montreal, 
240.     Minimum  average  retail  profit  to  be  attained,  235,  238,  240. 

William  Bowman,  goAL  Dealer,  London         ...         -  41-34» 

Coal  Dealers  Association  formed  in  London— Origin  of  the  combination  compulsory 
by  American  dealers  invited  to  come  over — Object,  to  limit  competition  and  sustain 
prices,  211.  Cost  of  coal  on  board  cars  at  Suspension  Bridge— freight— cost  of 
handling— and  retail  prices  duriog  18S7 -iS  at  London,  in  various  months,  242-244. 
All  violation  ot  local  combinaiion  rules  reported  to  the  local  exchange  at  Buffalo, 
for  action — Tenders  how  managed  by  the  combination  at  Locdon,  24r3.  Prices  at 
■which  Government  tenders  were  taken,  246.  Discrimination  in  prices  charged  to 
private  citizens  for  coal,  as  compared  with  ihe  price  charged  on  Government  tenders, 
247.  Interest  charged  on  accounts  of  retail  purchasers- coal  consumption  of  Lon- 
don, 248, 

J.  G.  Butterworth,  Coal  Dealer,  Ottawa  -         -         -        S49-354 

Ottawa  Coal  Cartage  Co. — Charter  members  not  the  promoters  in  organizing  the 
Co. — the  promoters  now  tbe  company  holding  the  charter— Witness  demurs  to 
answer  and  committee  directs  him  to  answer — why  the  names  of  the  promoters  did 
not  appear  in  ihe  charter — who  furnished  the  money  and  how  transferred,  249. 
Present  stockholders  and  personal  amounts — Import  and  retail  prices  of  coal  for 
1887-88  in  Ottawa,  1^50.  Interfering  wiih  importation  of  dealers  not  in  the  oomhi- 
Bation— who  wrote  to  United  States  coal  agencies — reminded  of  obligations  of  oath, 
252,  L'53.     Dealers,  not  members,  associated  with  the  C.  C.  Co. — storage,  254. 

J.  C.  Erown,  Coal  Dealer,  Ottawa  .  ,  .  .  354-363 

As  a  dealer  asBOoiatod  with  the  Ottawa  C.  C.  Co.,  254.  Cause  of  his  affiliation  of  bus- 
iness With  the  Co,,  255-259.  Cost  of  coal  importation  in  1887— Eetail  prices  in 
Ottawa — Not  aware  of  the  nature  ot  the  operations  of  the  C.  C.  Co.,  until  after  asso- 
ciated with  it,  256,  257.  Terms  of  association  with  the  company— dissatisfied  with 
the  C.  C.  Co.'s,  methods — share  of  profits,  258-260.  The  company,  alias  the  Directors, 
fixed  prices  at  which  tenders  should  be  supplied  and  allotted  the  supplying  of  them 
by  distiibutioD,  259.     What  -would  be  a  fair  profit  per  ton  to  the  retailer,  262. 

Percy  R.  Todd,  General  Freight  and  Passenger  Agent,  C.  A.  E. 

Ottawa  -.....-  sea-STi 

First  coal  carried  by  the  C.  A.  E. — Connections  of  this  railway— the  railway  ignored 
by  Ottawa  coal  dealers,  263.  Decision  to  bring  a  new  importer  of  coal  to  Ottawa 
and  the  C.  A.  E.  to  stand  by  him— the  Ottawa  C.  C.  Co.  seeks  an  interview — Ar- 
rangements by  the  railway  with  the  Eathbun  Co.  to  bring  in  coal,  264.  Cost  of  car- 
riage of  coal  to  Ottawa,  265,  268.  Negotiations  with  the  Utica  and  Black  River  and 
other  American  railways— Manager's  belief  that  the  Ottawa  0.  C.  Co.  interfered  to 
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frustrate  these  negotiations — coal  consumption  of  Ottawa — import  of  coal  over  the 
C.  A.  E.  commenced,  266,267.  An  important  point  established — coal  import  to 
Ottawa,  percentage  of  by  rail  and  water  respectively — misrepresentation  of  coal 
combination  to  purchasers  in  matter  of  rail  and  water  borne  coal  —water  carriage 
more  favorable  to  coal  than  rail  carriage — comparison  of  distances  carried,  268,  269. 
Freight  charges  agreed  upon  between  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.,  and  the  0.  A.  R. 
The  railway  sharing  in  loss  with  independent  coal  importers — decided  to  continue 
such  assistance,  270 . 
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the  retailer  about  ht^rices  olTJT-otleoSfJZ"^^''''-  '''•  ^"^  ^^°*^««°  *° 
hands  per  day-paten^ts  regulated  bethel  so  iaton  396  ''T^JInf '  f  •!?" "^'^ 
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No.  1. — ^List  ef  subscribers  to  the  Dominion  Wholesale  Grocers'  Guild,  alias  the  Sugar 
Combination,  showing  the  names  subsequently  struck  off  by  the  Guild, 
and  -who  were  thereafter  nnable  to  obtain  sugar  at  the  refineries  on  equal 
terms  with  members  of  the  Guild,  501. 

No.  2. — Bulletin,  24  Feb.,  1888,  announcing  prices  of  sugar  at  the  refineries  to  recog. 
nized  members  of  the  Combination,  for  the  week  following,  502. 

No.  3. — Bulletin,  2  March,  1888,  announcing  prices  of  sugar  at  the  refineries  to  recog- 
nized members  of  the  Combination,  for  the  week  following,  503. 

No.  4. — Agreement  whereby  Bubecribers  thereto  become  members  of  the  Dominion 
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No.  6.— Telegram,  3  Jan.,  '87,  from  Moncton  Sugar  Eefinery  to  Lighthound,  Ealston 
&  Co.,  agreeing  to  fill  order  for  shipment  without  2^  per  cent,  discount 
until  the  Guild  consents,  505. 

No.  7.— Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  "  Wholesale  Grocero'  Association  "  of  Mon- 
treal,  as  adopted  7  Jan,,  1884,  505. 

No.  8. — Notice  of  special  meeting  of  Jobbers'  Association  in  American  Watches,  in 
Toronto,  in  the  matter  of  enforcing  sales  of  equal  numbers  of  watch  cases 
with  watch  movements,  508. 

No.  9  A. — Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  Canadian  Association  of  Jobbers  in 
American  Watches,  508.  B.— Mlgin  National  Watch  Co.,  Chicago,  to 
Charles  Stark,  Toronto,  notice  discontinuing  business  with  him  because  not 
a  memberof  theCanadian  Jobbers' Association,  510.  B|.— Elgin  National 
Watch  Co.,  to  Chas.  Stark,  declining  to  fill  his  order,  610.  C. -Agreement 
between  the  Canadian  Watch  Jobbers'  Association  and  the  Elgin  National 
Watch  Co.,  510.  D.— Eobbine,  Appleton  &  Co.,  for  the  American  Watch 
Co.,  Waltham,  to  Chas.  Stark,— Would  be  pleased  to  fill  his  order  if  di- 
rected through  a  memberof  Canadian  Jobbers'  Association,  511.  E. — Pro- 
posal to  enforce  the  sale  of  watch  cases  and  movements  in  equal  num- 
bers, 511. 

No.  10.— Contract  between  the  Canadian  Association  of  Jobbers  in  American 
Watches  and  the  Elgin  Naiional  Watch  Co.  (Verbatim  copy  of  No,  9 
C),  511. 

No.  11  A.— Letter  from  A.  Joseph  &  Sons,  Quebec,  512,  enclosing  (B)  petition  of 
retail  grocers  and  others  of  Quebec  city,  complaining  of  the  combination 
amongst  the  wholesale  dealers  in  sugar  to  keep  up  prices  and  impose 
certain  conditions  of  sale  thereof,  5 13. 

No.  12.— Petition  to  the  Select  Committee  on  Combinations,  from  the  office  bearers 
and  Committee  of  Management  of  the  Retail  Grocers'  Association  of 
Montreal  protesting  against  the  combination  in  sugar  between  the  Sugar 
Kefiners  and  the  Wholesale  Grocers'  Guild,  and  praying  to  be  heard 
before  the  Committee,  51 4. 
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No.  13.— Petition  to  Parliament  from  the  Wholesale  and  Eetail  Grocers  and  Manu 
factureis  of  the  City  of  Sherbrooke  complaining  of  conspiracy  of  the 
Dominion  Wholesale  Grocers' Gaild  to  induce  manufacturers  of  refined 
sugar  to  ret  use  to  sell  to  petitioners  at  current  market  rates,  praying  that 
Parliament  may  adopt  means  to  prevent  such  combination,  and  for  relief 
in  the  premises,  514. 

No.  14.— Petition  of  John  Scanderet  and  others,  of  the  City  of  London,  Ont.,  com- 
plaining of  combination  between  the  refiners  of  sugar  in  Canada  and  the 
Wholesale  Grocers'  Guild,  by  which  the  said  guild  controls  the  sugar 
market  at  dictation,  thereby  enhancing  the  price  to  retailers,  all  not 
members  of  the  combination  and  to  the  consumers;  and  praying  Parlia- 
ment for  such  legislation  as  will  remedy  these  public  grievances,  515. 

No.  15  A.— Letter  from  Frederic  Nicholls  enclosing  (B)  a  copy  of  letter  sent  by 
him  to  secretary  of  Royal  Labor  Commission,  calling  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  subject  thereof,  516. 

No.  16j — Letter  from  "A  Consumer"  asking  Committee  to  investigate  the  subject  of 
an  alleged  combination  for  regulating  the  sale  of  coal  in  Montreal,  517. 

No.  17. — "  One  that  would  like  to  start  business  "  asks  Committee  to  investigate  the 
Undertakers'  Combination,  617. 

No.  18. — Copy  of  a  memorial  from  the  Grocers'  Association  of  Montreal,  to  George 
A,  Druramond,  showing  that  the  combination  existing  between  the 
Canada  Sugar  Eeflnery  and  the  Dominion  Grocers'  Guild  is  an  injury  that 
enhances  the  cost  of  mgar  to  the  retail  trade  and  consumers,  518. 

No.  19. — From  Frederic  Nicholls  complaining  of  misconstruction  of  his  letter' 
Exhibit  15  B,  in  comments  by  the  Toronto  CHohe  and  Toronto  Mav 
newpp^pers,  enclosing  extracts,  519. 

No,  20  A. — Lettar  from  J.  G.  Snetzinger,  complaining  of  the  sugar  combination  and 
,  of  the  action  of  the  Moucton  Refinery  in  discriminating  between   mem- 

bers and  non-members  of  the  combination,  519.     B,  C,  D  and  B. — Copies 
of  correspondence  between  Snetzinger  and  the  Moncton  Refinery,  5iO. 

No.  21  A. — Walter  Paul,  grocer,  to  Geo.  Hadrill,  Secretary  Montreal  Board  of  Trade » 
demanding  an  explanation  of  why  Mr.  Paul's  rame  was  struck  off  the  lis* 
of  privileged  buyers  of  sugar  in  the  Grocers'  Assooiation,  520.  B. —  Mr* 
HadriU  explains  that  it  is  owing  to  resolution  ol  the  Dominion  Whole" 
sale  Grooern'  Guild,  521 .     U. — Copy  of  said  resolution,  521. 

No.  22.— Synopsis  of  rules,  regulations  and  agreements  adopted  by  the  Dominion 
Wholesale  Grocers'  Guild  in  relation  to  disaounts,  sugar,  tobacco  and 
pickles,  521. 

No.  23  A. — Declaration  by  Blgar  A.  Wills  and  others  representing  the  Cinadiaa 
Asssociation  of  Jobbers  in  American  Watches  in  the  matter  of  proceedings 
taken  in  the  High  Court  of  Justice  by  Charles  Stark  against  said 
association  in  relntion  to  the  subject  m-itter  of  Exhibit  8,'523.  B, Certi- 
fied copy  of  minutes  of  meeting,  1st  March,  1888,  of  said  assooiation,  52t. 
C— Letter  from  Charles  Stark  referring  to  certain  papers  and  enclosing 
letter  from  the  Elgin  National  Watch  Company  refusing  to  fill  his  order 
for  watch  movements  on  the  grounds  that  he  is  not  a  member  of  the 
Canadian  Association  of  Jobbers  in  American  Watches,  5^5.  D. — Letter 
from  M.  C  Ellis,  supplementary  to  his  evidence,  and  enclosing  letter  from. 
the  Elgin  National  Watch  Co.,  to  Caarlea  Stark,  re  complaints  of  hia 
methods  of  advertising,  525. 
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No.  24. — Minutes  of  meotingH  of  the  Wholesale  Dominion  Grocers'  Guild  from  7l.h 
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offering  to  appear  by  representation  before  the  Committee,  on  the  subject 
of  combinations  in  trade,  647 . 

No.  25  A. — Minutes  of  meeting  of  Producers  and  Shippers  of  Anthracite  Coal,  14th 
April,  188S,  fixing  prices  and  other  conditions  of  coal  sales,  548.  B,  C,  I> 
and  E.  Similar  meetings  and  circulars  in  relation  to  coal  trade,  519-555. 

No.  26i — Letter  from  Mr.  J.  K  Blake,  Toronto,  asking  the  Committee  to  inq^uire 
into  an  alleged  combination  in  the  Banking  business,  555. 

No.  27. — Letter  from  Mr.  George  A.  Drummond,  President  of  the  Canada  Sugar 
Eafining  Co.  (Limited),  as  a  supplement  to  his  evidence  before  the 
Committee,  affirming  it  to  be  the  strict  practice  of  his  refinery  not  to  uso 
Glucose  to  the  smallest  extent,  for  purposes  of  adulteration,  556, 

No.  28. — Letter  from  Mr.  S.  S.  Malcolmson  asking  the  Committee  to  enquire  into  an 
alleged  combination  for  depressing  wages,  by  "  The  Owners'  Marine 
Association,"  and  enclosing  (B)  copy  of  the  "  Constitution  of  the  Cana- 
dian Marine  Engineers'  Association,"  556-561. 

No.  29. — Kemonstrance  addressed  to  the  Committee,  from  the  Manufacturers  of 
Ginger  Ale,  Montreal,  against  the  comnbination.between  the  Wholesale 
Grocers  Guild  and  the  sugar  refiners,  56 1 . 

No,  30.— Letter  from  Mr.  M.  Teefy,  Riohmoni  Hill,  asking  the  Committee  to 
investigate  into  tbecombioatiou  between  the  Manufacturers  of  Coffins  and 
the  Undertakers,  known  as  the  "Undertakers  Association,"  662, 

No.  31.— Letter  from  Mr.  J.  A.  Mathewson,  Grocer,  Montreal,  to  the  Committee  on 
the  practical  working  of  the  Sugar  Combination  and  his  experience  in 
importation  ot  sugar,  562. 

No.  32.  A.— Letter  from  S.  Cunard  &  Co.,  Halifax,  Agents  for  the  Halifax  Sugar 
Refinery,  to  J.  A.  Mathewson  &  Co.,  Montreal,  declining  to  sell  sugar 
except  in  abeyance  to  the  Grocers'  Guild.  B.— Andrews,  Bell  &  Co.,  Liver- 
pool, to  J.  A.  Mathewson  &  Co.,  Montreal,  2nd  February,  1888,  in  the 
matter  of  prices  and  terms  of  sale  of  sugars  in  Liverpool,  at  date,  563.  C. — 
Telegrams  re  Sugar,  between  the  above  parties,  564. 

-No.  33.— Copy  of  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  Coal  Trade  Branch  of  the  Toronto 
Board  of  Trade,  submitted  to  the  Committee  by  Mr.  W.  D.  Mathews, 
President  of  said  lioard,  being  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  deposited 
with  the  Council  of  the  Board,  and  purporting  to  be  those  by  which  the 
Coal  Trade  Branch  is  governed,  564-566. 

-No.  34.  A.— Minutes  of  meetings  of  the  Coal  Trade  Branch  of  the  Toronto  Board  of 
Trade  from  14th  June,  18S6,  to  Ist  March,  1883,  inclusive,  566-6 10.  B.— 
Con8titution,Bv-LxWd  and  Special  Rules  of  the  Coal  Trade  Branch  of  the 
Toronto  Board'  of  Trade,  copy  submitted  by  Mr.  G.  W.  Wood,  Secretary, 
in  his  evidence  before  the  Committee,  23rd  March,  lS88,as  the  regulations 
by  which  the  said  Coal  Trade  Branch  was  governed  iroa>  its  orgamza- 
tion  as  such  Branch,  to  date  (compare  with^exhibit  33)  610-613.  0.— 
Letter  from  G.  W.  Wood  in  the  matter  of  premiums  upon  coal  contracts, 
as  supplementary  to  his  oral  evidence  before  the  Committee,  613. 

No.  35.  A,  B.— Articles  of  agreement    upon    prices  and  conditions  of  coal  sales , 
between  Chisholm    Parrish,  Buffalo,  N.  T.,  of  the   one    part,    and   i. 
McDonnell  &  Co.,  Toronto,  of  the  other  part,  614. 
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for  several  months  of  ISSe-SY  at  these  ports.  Also  total  cost  of  linal 
delivery  at  Cobourg,  in  April,  '-7  and  Oct.,  '86,  615-617. 

No.  37.  A.— By-laws  and  Enles  governiQcr  the  London,  Ont.,  Coal  Exchange,  617- 
619 .  A,  B,  C,  I>— Statements  by  Hunt  Bros.,  Coal  and  Commission  Agents, 
per  W.  Bowman,  of  cost  of  coal  at  London,  Ont.,  for  four  months  of 
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REPORT 

OF    THE 


SELECT  COMMITTEE 


OF    THE 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 


CONSISTING  OF 


Mr.  Wallace,  Chairman, 

"  Bain  (Soulanges), 

"  Bain  {WentwortK), 

"  B^CHAKD, 

"  BOTLE, 

"  Casgsain, 

"  Dalt, 

"  PiSHEE, 


Mr.  Fltnn, 

"  GiLLMOR, 

"  GUILLET, 

"  Grandbois, 

"  Landry, 

"  McDotTGALD    (PictOU), 

"  McKay, 

"  Wood  (^Westmoreland), 


Appointed  to  examine  into  and  report  upon  tte  nature,  extent  and  effect  of  certain 
eembinations  said  to  exist  with  reference  to  the  purchase  and  sale  or  manufacture  and 
sale  in  Canada  of  any  Foreign  or  Canadian  products,  with  power  to  send  for  persons, 
papers  and  records;  and  further,  with  power  to  examine  persons,  called  before  the 
Committee,  on  oath ;  and  by  Order  of  the  8th  March,  the  powers  of  the  said  Com- 
mittee extended  so  as  to  include  the  alleged  combination  of  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
panies doing  business  in  Canada. 
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House  of  Commons  op  Canada, 

Ottawa,  16th  May,  1888. 

The  Select  Committee  appointed  by  the  Hoase  of  Commons  on  the  29th  Feb- 
ruary, 1888,  "  To  examine  into  and  report  upoa  the  nature,  extent  and  eflfact  of  cer- 
tain combinations  said  to  exist  with  reference  to  the  purchase  and  sale,  or  manafac- 
tare  and  sale,  in  Canada,  of  any  foreign  or  Canadian  products,"  and  still  farther  ex- 
tended by  Kesolution  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  8th  march,  18SS,  "  To  include 
the  alleged  Combinations  of  Fire  Insurance  Companies  doing  business  in  Canada," 
bog  to  submit  its  Eeport : — 

The  Committee  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  imposed  upon  it  on  the 
sixth  day  of  Mai-ch,  1888,  and  held  26  meetings,  having  continued  the  investigation 
till  the  8th  day  of  May,  instant. 

The  time  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee  was  not  sufficieut  to  examine  into 
the  nature  and  extent  of  other  alleged  combinations  other  than  those  hereinafter 
specified. 

Sixty-three  witnesses  were  examined,  and  a  full  investigation  made  in  the  fol 
lowing  subjects. 

Ttie  subjects  examined  were  : — 

Sugar  anb  Groceries  ;  Coal  ;  Biscuits  and  Confectionery  ;  CoMBI^f  ation  Against 
Canadian  Watch  Case  Manufacturers ;  Babbeo  Wias  ;  Binder  Twine;  A.a- 
EicuiiTURAL  Implements;  Stoves;  Coffin  Makers  and  UNDERTAKsas ;  Oat- 
meal Millers;  Combinations  of  Egg  Dealers;  Barley:  and  Canadian  Fire 
Underwriters'  Association. 

The  manufacture  of  watch-cases  in  Canada  has  grown  in  a  few  years  into  large 
proportions,  and  it  is  claimed  by  two  manufacturers  tdatthey  have  sufficient  capacity 
to  supply  the  Canadian  market. 

One  of  these  firms  was  compelled  to  join  the  American  association  or  they 
"  would  be  frozen  out."  There  is  a  Canadian  association  of  jobbers  in  American 
watcees,  in  affiliation  with,  and  under  the  control  of  this  American  association. 

By  their  constitution  any  member  violating  the  rules  shall  forfeit  gSUO,  and 
be  expelled  from  the  association. 

If  the  American  association  are  successful  in  their  present  efforts,  a  flourishing 
X/anadian  industry  will  be  destroyed. 

SUGAR  and  groceries. 

The  combination  between  the  sugar  refiners  and  the  Dominion  Grocers'  Guild 
entered  into  on  the  20th  April,  1887,  was  originated  by  the  Guild. 

This  Guild  was  formed  in  Montreal,  on  the  7th  June,  1884,  and  claimed  to  re- 
present, at  the  time  the  sugar  agreement  was  adopted,  over  95  per  cent,  of  the 
wholesale  dealers  in  groceries,  including  manufacturers  of  confectioneries  and 
biscuits,  in  the  Provinces  of  Ontario  and  Quebec,  beyond  which  the  membership 
and  control  of  the  Guild  did  not  extend.  After  several  ineffectual  attempts  made 
by  the  Guild  during  the  previous  year,  the  Eefiners  of  the  Dominion  consented  to  an 
arrangement  by  which  sales  of  their  products  should  bs  made  on  more  favourable 
terms  to  members  ot  the  Guild  than  to  non-members. 

The  first  agreement  was  that  the  dealers  who  refused  to  be  bound  under  it  should 
be  charged  a  1^  of  a  cent  per  pound  more  than  to  signers  of  the  agreement  on  all 
grades  of  whi(e  sugar.  This  was  increased  by  subsequent  negotiation  to  J  cent  per 
pound  advance  on  same  grades.  This  arrangement  was  cancelled,  and  the  following 
made :  that  is  to  say,  ^  of  a  cent  ner  pound  advance  on  all  arades,  of  both  yellow  and 
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Tvhite  sugars,  without  the  d'scount  allowed  to  parties  to  the  agreement,  which  was 
2J  per  cent.  This  was  shown  to  be  equivalent  to  an  advance  of  about  30  cents  per 
100  pounds  on  all  grades. 

It  was  also  agreed  that  non-signers  were  to  be  compelled  to  buy  two  barrels  oi 
yellow  sugar  to  one  of  white,  but  this  condition  was  not  long  in  existence. 

There  was  no  evidence  of  any  combination  amongst  the  several  Eefiners  or  any 
of  them  to  fix  uniform  prices  at  which  they  should  sell,  the  several  agreements  be- 
tween them  and  the  Guild  were  confined  to  the  imposition  of  differential  prices  and 
terms  against  outsiders.  These  agreements  were  made  by  the  Eefiners  on  the  con- 
dition that  not  more  than  J  cent  per  pound  advance  should  be  charged  on  granulated 
by  the  wholesale,  to  the  retail  dealer,  on  lots  of  15  barrels  or  over,  and  f  cent  ad- 
vance on  smaller  lots.  This  they  stipulated  with  the  Guild  should  be  the  maximum^ 
profit. 

The  advance  proposed  and  contended  for  by  the  Guild  was  higher,  viz.,  under  15. 
barrels  J  cent  per  pound  advance,  and  for  larger  quantities  f  cent  advance. 

The  Guild  made  strenuous  efforts  to  induce  the  refiners  to  refuse  to  sell  their 
products  to  non-signers,  failing  in  this  they  endeavoured  to  obtain  a  discrimination 
of  one   cent  per  pound  against  them. 

They  urged,  next,  that  non-signers  should  be  compelled  to  buy  two  barrels  of 
yellow  sugar  wiih  every  one  of  granulated,  and  they  succeeded  temporarily.  ThiB 
was  a  condition  superadded  to  the  J  cent  per  pound  increase  of  price,  and  also  th& 
loss  of  the  usual  discount  which  was  2J  per  cent. 

A  list  of  names  of  firms  in  the  agreement  was  furnished  to  all  the  Eefiners.  The 
original  signers  numbered  98,  which  included  14  firms  who  were  both  wholesale  and 
retail  dealers.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Guild  on  the  16th  November,  1887,  these  14 
firms  were  summarily,  and  without  notice  of  such  intention,  struck  off  the  list,  and 
thus  deprived  of  the  right  to  purchase  except  on  non-signers'  terms. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Guild  met  weekly  to  fix  prices  at  which  all 
grades  of  white  sugar  should  be  sold  to  the  retailers,  subject  to  the  arrangement 
with  the  Eefiners  as  before  mentioned.  The  penalty  for  non-compliance  was  the 
removal  of  the  name  of  the  delinquent  firm  from  the  list  supplied  to  the  Eefiners. 

Members  of  the  Guild  were  solemnly  pledged  to  maintain  these  prices  as  well  as 
other  regulations  of  the  Guild,  under  pain  of  expul8ion»  They  were  also  "  held 
bound  in  honour  to  keep  strictly  confidential  all  discussions  and  transactions  of  the 
association  when  in  executive  session."  The  subscribers  to  the  sugar  and  other 
agreements  were  required  to  "  covenant  and  agree  to  faithfully  and  honourably  per- 
form and  carry  out  the  terms  and  conditions  set  forth." 

The  Guild  also  entered  into  agreements  with  manufacturers  of  Tobacco,  Starch 
and  Cook's  Friend  Baking  Powder,  under  which  prices  for  these  goods  to  the  retailer 
were  fixed  by  the  Guild,  and  enforced  under  penalty  of  being  deprived  of  right  to 
purchase  except  at  higher  prices. 

These  agreements  were  found  to  be  made  with  individual  manufacturers  only, 
and  that  no  combination  existed  among  manufacturers  of  similar  goods.  Terms  were 
also  agreed  upon  with  the  agents  of  Morton's  and  Cross  and  Blackwell's  Pickles, 
James'  Dome  Lead,  Laundry  Blue,  etc.,  and  Nestle's  Food,  under  which  wholesalers 
were  required  by  the  English  manufacturers  to  maintain  the  prices  fixed  by  them 
for  sales  to  retailers. 

The  minutes  of  the  meetings  of  the  Guild  show  that  an  effort  was  made  to  control 
the  product  of  the  Mount  Eoyal  Mills,     This  resolution  reads  as  follows  :— 

"That  inasmuch  as  rice,  the  products  of  Mount  Eoyal  Mills,  has  been  and  is  being 
sold  at  unremnnerative  prices,  this  meeting  recommends  that  the  question  of  fixing 
a  minimum  advance  on  that  article  of  f  cent  per  pound  on  mill  prices  when  sold  in 
quantities  of  25  bags  and  under  be  considered  by  the  respective  Guilds  at  an  early 
date,  and  their  views  submitted  through  their  delegates  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Dominion  Guild." 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  of  the  Guild  show  that  an  effort  was  being  made 
to  effect  a  combination  of  two  of  the  Starch  manufacturers  of  the  Dominion.  Th& 
xeaolntion  is  as  follows : — 
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"  Provided  the  Bdwardsbnrg  and  British  Americaa  Starch  Companies  sell  to 
the  wholesale  trade  only  and  make  uniform  prices  and  support  the  wholesale  trade 
in  a  minimum  advance  to  the  retail  trade  of  one  half  cent  per  pound  on  commoa 
laundry,  three  quarters  of  a  cent  on  all  others  except  rice  starch,  on  which  the  ad- 
vance shall  be  one  cent,  they  agree  not  to  sell  the  manufacturers  of  any  other  starch 
company  who,  on  being  asked  to  join,  refuse  to  do  so  upon  the  same  terms." 

Thus  facts  prove  this  Grocers'  Guild,  with  its  several  combinations,  to  be  ob- 
noxious to  the  public  interest,  in  limiting  competition,  in  enhancing  prices,  and 
by  the  familiar  use  of  its  growing  and  facile  powers  tending  to  produce  and  propa- 
gate all  the  evils  of  monopoly.  Certain  dealers  are  refused  admission  into  its 
ranks,  others  are  admitted  and  afterwards  expelled,  others  again  are  placed  under 
its  ban,  who,  from  conscientious  scruples  or  in  a  spirit  of  independence,  refuse  to 
join  them.  Merchants  who  have  been  bayers  on  equal  terms  and  with  equal  facilities 
as  other  merchants,  suddenly  find  themselves   under  the  power  of  this  combination. 

Thus  establishments,  which  in  some  cases  are  the  growth  of  half  a  century  of 
toil  and  honourable  dealing,  and  rich  in  valuable  experience  and  public  confidence, 
are  threatened  with  extinction.  No  reasonable  excuse,  much  less  justification,  exists 
for  many  of  these  arbitrary  acts  and  agreements.  The  wholesale  grocery  trade  had 
been  for  many  years  in  a  flourishing  condition  ;  failures  were  almost  unknown.  The 
alleged  demoralization  of  the  sugar  trade  was  but  the  same  condition  of  this  trade 
that  had  existed  for  many  years  owing  to  the  custom  of  selling  sugar  at  a  low  rate 
of  profits.  The  reason  given  for  fixing  prices  on  many  other  articles  was  that  they 
■were  being  sold  at  too  small  a  rate  of  profit.  Fixed  profits  were  agreed  upon  and 
afterwards  increased,  and  in  no  instance  lowered,  though  values  generally  had  fallen. 

It  was  seen  that  an  association  formed  at  first  to  arrange  uniform  terms  of  credit 
and  discounts,  and  to  prevent  the  dating  ahead  of  invoices,  etc.,  soon  and  rapidly 
extended  its  operations  to  more  ambitious  schemes.  The  power  used,  cautiously  at 
first,  soon  grasped  with  a  firmer  hand,  and  at  length,  "  the  simple  plan  that  they  may 
take,  who  have  the  power,"  governed  the  operations  of  these  associations. 

COAL    COMBINATIONS. 

Combinations  exist  among  Coal  Dealers  in  Toronto,  Ottawa,  Montreal  and 
London. 

In  Toronto  a  Coal  Association  has  been  in  existence  for  some  years,  and  in  1886 
it  was  afl&liated  with  the  Toronto  Board  of  Trade  and  designated  as  the  Coal  Section 
of  this  Board. 

In  this  coal  section  there  are  some  56  members,  about  half  a  dozen  of  whom  are 
importers,  and  the  others  retailers,  who  get  their  supplies  from  the  former  at  75  cts. 
per  ton  less  than  the  price  charged  the  consumer.  The  affairs  are  managed  by  an 
«xecutive  committee,  a  majority  of  whom  the  constitution  provides  shall  be  importers. 
Hence  the  sources  of  the  controlling  power  of  the  importers,  who  are  in  other 
respects  a  privileged  class,  as  their  recorded  minutes  show  that  almost  all  the  im- 
mense advantages  of  the  combination  accrue  to  their  benefit. 

The  cost  of  acquiring  a  membership  in  this  coal  section  is  one  hundred  dollars, 
paid  into  the  funds  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  twenty  dollars  to  the  coal  section,  in 
all  $120. 

This  section  has  its  distinct  constitution,  by-laws  and  regulations,  which  in  order 
to  be  operative  require  the  sanction  of  the  Council  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  The  copy 
•of  its  constitution  and  by-laws  deposited  with  the  Council  and  seeking  its  approval 
is  not  by  any  means  identical  with  the  copy  deposited  with  us  by  the  secretary  of 
the  coal  section.  This  difference  is  wide,  the  latter  having  one  clause  in  the  consti- 
tution and  eight  special  rules  not  found  in  the  former.  The  most  arbitrary  rules  are 
«nacted.  Detectives  are  employed  and  the  dealers  placed  under  surveillance— oath» 
of  fidelity  to  the  constitution  and  rules  are  required  not  only  of  the  members,  but 
also  of  their  salesmen,  and  the  oaths  in  the  cases  of  these  employees  are  made  in 
«ome  instances  retroactive  as  well  aa  prospective.    All  violations  of  oaths  are  adjudi- 
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cated  upon  by  the  executive  committee  referred  to,  the  penalties  being  heavy  ^°®^ 
or  expulsion.  One  sixth  of  all  fines  goes  into  the  general  funds  of  the  coal  branch 
and  the  remaining  five-sixths  are  divided  amongst  the  importers.  The  record  shows 
three  different  fines  imposed  of  81,000  each,  .. 

Thus  the  public  is  presented  with  the  extraordinary  spectacle  of  a  mercantilo 
aseociation  arrogating  to  itself  powers  conferred  upon  Law  Courts  alone,  with,  m 
this  instance,  the  judges  in  the  case  virtually  condoning  perjury  by  the  acceptance 
of  fines  to  be  divided  amongst  the  importers.  This  phenomenon  is  not  the  less  painful 
or  less  objectionable  in  character,  from  the  association  which  perpetrates  it  being  dis- 
tinguished by  the  respectable  title  of  "The  Coal  Branch  of  the  Toronto  Board  of 
Trade." 

Their  management  of  public  tenders  is  worthy  of  attention  as  an  illustrative  of 
how  popular  confidence  is  betrayed.  When  tenders  are  asked  for  supplying  ooal  in 
Toronto  for  Dominion  Government  Buildings,  Ontario  Uovernmeat  institutions,  To- 
ronto Water- Works,  Public  Schools,  Charitable  institutions,  the  General  Hospital, 
etc.,  a  meeting  of  the  "Coal  Branch"  is  called,  and  the  price  is  fijred  which  the  party 
inviting  tenders  is  to  pay,  and  the  privilege  of  tilling  the  contract  is  awarded  to  the 
member  who  offers  the  highest  premium  or  bonus.  For  instance,  in  1886  for  the 
privilege  of  filling  the  Ontario  Government  contract  of  about  2,500  tons,  a  premium 
of  11,500  was  paid.  The  same  contract,  including  some  wood,  was  sold  in  1887  for 
«1,399.  The  premiums  thus  paid  are  divided  among  the  importing  members  in  the 
same  way  as  the  fines.  But  in  order  to  lull  pa blic  suspicioa  of  a  combination,  and 
that  the  parties  to  be  supplied  were  not  obtaining  the  coal  at  its  fair  market  value, 
other  members  of  the  Branch  put  in  tenders  at  higher  prices. 

Citizen  confrumers  in  like  manner  pay,  not  competitive  prices,  but  such  fixed 
prices  as  the  combination  chooses  to  extort. 

In  accordance  with  arrangements  made  with  the  American  coal  dealers,  those 
who  were  in  default  in  membership,  either  from  inability  to  pay  fines  or  from  other 
causes,  were  prevented  from  purchasing  coal  in  the  United  States.  The  possibility 
of  competition  by  outsiders  or  non-members  is  also  carefully  guarded  against.  Am- 
erican miners  and  exporters  are  prohibited  by  the  Toronto  ooal  section  from  shipping 
to  anyone  in  Toronto  who  is  not  in  the  combination.  For  example,  the  Butler 
Colliery  Company  of  Buffalo  sold  a  schooner  load  of  254  tons  of  anthracite  coal  to 
Gooderham  &  Worts  without  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  Toronto  coal  section.  The 
latter  body  at  once  telegraphed  the  Buffalo  association  to  have  further  shipments 
stopped  and  a  heavy  fine  icflioted  on  the  offenders.  The  subsequent  proceedings  are 
described  in  the  following  abstract  fi  cm  the  minutes  of  the  coal  section  of  the  Toronto 
Board  of  Trade  : — 

Resolved,  That  the  matter  of  the  shipments  by  the  Butler  Colliery  Company  to 
Gooderham  &  Worts  be  left  in  the  hands  of  tbe  Toronto  Committee  in  Buffalo,  to  be 
dealt  with  as  the  importance  of  the  case  demands,  and  it  is  farther  resolved,  that  as 
the  Butler  Colliery  Company  have  indicated  their  willingness  to  make  reparation  for 
the  damage  done  this  market  through  the  shipment  of  coal  to  Gooderham  &  Worts, 
coDtrary  to  the  rules  cf  this  association,  this  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that 
several  thousand  dollars  would  not  be  sufficient  to  undo  the  mischief,  as  the  coal  has 
been  distributed  among  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  connections  who  freely  informed 
their  friends  1hat  they  had  succeeded  in  beating  the  ooal  ring  and  have  got  their  coal 
at  a  large  reduction  from  ring  prices.  However,  in  view  of  the  prompt  offer  of  the 
Butler  Colliery  Company,  the  Coal  Trade  Branch  of  the  Toronto  Board  of  Trade  are 
to  be  as  reasonable  as  possible  in  their  demandp,  and  will  accept  §1,000  as  full  satis- 
faction in  this  instance,  and  that  tbe  Secretary  be  instructed  to  forward  a  copy  of 
this  resolution  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Toronto  Committee  at  Buffalo. 

The  coal  organization  of  Ottawa  was  formed  on  a  more  scientific,  but  not  Ies» 
effective  plan  than  that  last  described,  though  dispensing  with  oaths  and  fines.  The 
plan  is  copied  from  the  American  System  of  Trusts.  An  incorporated  company  was 
formed  called  the  •'  Ottawa  Coal  and  Cartage  Company."  Three  of  the  coal  dealers 
are  members  of  this  company,  and  most  of  the  others  became  affiliated  with  it.    Tha 
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Cartage  Company  transacted  all  the  business  except  booking  theorders  and  receiving 
the  cash.  They  received  the  coal,  brought  it  to  the  coal  yards  and  distributed  it  to 
the  consumers.  The  retail  price  was  fixed  by  the  combination.  At  the  beginning 
of  the  season  a  certain  percentage  of  the  net  profits  was  agreed  upon  as  the  share  of 
each  dealer,  and  -whether  he  sold  coal  or  not,  his  profits  were  certain.  The  Cartage 
Company  last  year,  after  paying  all  expenses  and  the  percentages  or  bonuses  to  the 
affihated  members,  divided  more  than  $33,000  profits  among  the  three  shareholders, 
on  a  share  capital  of  $16,000. 

In  Montreal  and  London  combinations  also  exist  to  keep  up  prices  and  control 
the  market.  These  appear  to  be  less  oppressive  than  in  Toronto  and  Ottawa,  though 
equally  objectionable  in  principle. 

In  Cobourg  no  combination  exists.  The  best  quality  of  coal  is  sold  there  at 
msch  lower  prices  than  m  Toronto,  though  the  freight  rates  are  almost  identical. 

AGRICULTURAL   IMPLEMENTS. 

The  evidences  of  Mr.  H.  A.  Massey  of  Toronto,  Mr.  Copp  of  Hamilton,  and   Mr 
A.  W.  Morris  of  Montreal,  was  conclusive  to  the  effect  that  no  combination   exist* 
among  the  manufacturers  of  Agricultural  Implements. 

BARLEY. 

Mr.  W.  D.  Mathews,  President  of  the  Toronto  Board  of  Trade,  testified  that  no 
combination  exists  among  the  purchasers  of  Barley. 

BARBED   WIRE. 

An  attempt  was  made  during  the  past  winter  by  the  Barbed  Wire  manufacturers 
to  secure  uniform  prices  for  their  product.  The  agreement  the  retailer  was  asked  lo 
sign,  bound  nim  to  sell  at  6J  cents  per  pound,  the  inducement  being  that  he  could 
puTchase  at  5  J  cents,  which  was  a  reduction  of  J  of  a  cent  from  last  year's  price. 

COFFIN   MAKERS  AND   UNDERTAKERS. 

The  Coffin  manufacturers  and  dealers  in  Undertakers'  supplies  have  agreed  with 
the  Undertakers  Association  to  sell  only  to  members  of  that  organization.  To  become 
a  member  requires  the  assent  of  the  three  nearest  Undertakers,  and  afterwards  the) 
consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  executive  committee.  It  is  easily  seen  that  this  consent 
cannot  readily  be  obtained,  and  as  a  consequence  it  is  extremely  difficult  and  gener- 
ally impossible  for  a  man  to  commence  the  business  of  an  undertaker,  as  th© 
association  controls  not  only  the  sale  of  coffins  and  caskets,  but  also  all  fittings  and 
Undertaker's  supplies  of  every  description.  This  combination  is  extensive  in  its 
operations,  most  arbitrary  in  character,  and  exercises  an  unjustifiable  interference 
with  personal  freedom.  As  in  other  combinations,  its  members  are  dealt  with  by 
fines  and  expulsions. 

The  inevitable  result  of  this  exclusive  control  is  exorbitant  charges  to  bereaved 
families ;  and  wherever  the  hand  of  affliction  most  frequently  falls  the  more  oppres- 
sive the  burden  of  this  combination  becomes. 

MANUPAOTURERS  OF   CORDAGE   AND   BINDING   TWINE. 

This  combination  includes  five  firms  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  the  above 
goods: 

The  John  A.  Converse  works  in  Montreal. 
E.  Bannerman  &  Brother,  Montreal. 
John  Brown  &  Co.,  Quebec. 
Dartmouth  Rope  Works,  Halifax,  N.S. 
Thos.  Connor  &  Son,  St.  John,  N.B. 
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These  five  factories  control  a  large  portion  of  this  bnsiness  in  the  Dominion,  and 
have  a  capacity  for  manufacturiDg  about  twice  the  amount  of  binder  twine  consamed 
in  Canada.    There  are  some  other  factories  not  in  the  combination. 

Another  establishment  for  making  binder  twine,  and  not  m  the  combination, 
started  in  Brantford  in  1887.  It  is  capable  of  turning  out  500  tons  per  annum,  or 
about  20  per  cent,  of  the  total  amount  hitherto  required  in  this  country 

The  combination  was  first  formed  in  November,  1884,  and  continued  until  May, 
188Y.  It  was  then  broken  up,  but  reorganized  in  the  following  August.  It  was 
formed  on  the  pooling  plan,  and  was  an  agreement  between  the  five  firms  named 
above,  by  which  uniform  prices  were  established,  subject  to  change  from  time  to 
time,  and  a  percentage  of  the  total  sales  within  the  Dominion  allotted  to  each  firm. 
Those  manufacturing  more  than  their  percentage  paid  one  and  a  half  cents  per 
pound  on  the  excess  into  the  pool,  which  was  divided  among  those  selling  less  than 
their  allotted  percentage.  The  effect  of  this  arrangement  was  to  secure  uniformity  of 
prices  in  binder  twine,  and  avoid  over-production.  It  is  claimed  that  it  also  had  the 
effect  of  raising  the  standard  of  quality.  The  evidence  also  shows  that  prices  paid 
in  Canada  are  no  higher  than  in  United  States  and  Great  Britain.  The  increased 
prices  of  both  rope  and  binder  twine  in  1887  was  accounted  for  by  the  advance  in 
raw  material,  which  advanced  Irom  £26  to  £42  per  ton.  This  was  the  result  of  the 
operations  of  an  American  syndicate,  who  have  obtained  control  of  the  crop  of 
manilla  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  This  combination  terminated  in  April  last,  since 
the  investigation  began. 

THE  CANADIAN  IRON  FOUNDERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

This  association  was  formed  in  1865,  and  has  continuously  existed  since  that 
•date;  it  now  numbers  18  firms.  Outside  of  the  association  there  are  about  40  manu- 
facturers of  the  same  goods,  some  of  whom  are  large  manufacturers,  but  the  major- 
ity are  small  firms.  The  principal  object  of  the  association  was  "the  fixing  of  a 
general  uniform  sale  for  stoves  and  other  foundry  wares."  In  1875  resolutions  were 
passed  ordering  a  deposit  of  $100  by  each  member  of  the  association,  "  which  amount," 
the  resolution  reads,  "  shall  be  forfeited  by  any  member  who  shall  be  guilty  of  an 
"  infraction  of  prices  as  adopted  by  this  association ;"  and  appointing  a  grievance 
committee  of  three,  whose  duties  "  shall  be  to  investigate  all  charges  referred  to 
"  them,  and  whose  decision  in  all  cases  shall  be  final ;  and  "  should  the  committee 
"  fail  to  forthwith  investigate  any  charges  referred  to  them  by  the  president,  they 
"  shall  each  forfeit  the  sum  of  $  lOu.  Also,  ''  that  it  shall  bo  the  duty  of  each  member 
"  of  the  association  to  notice  any  and  all  infractions  of  prices,  and  on  satisfactory 
"  evidence  to  enter  a  charge  by  giving  notice  to  the  president  who  shall  at  once  place 
"  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  committee." 

The  following  form  of  agreement  was  also  adopted  at  the  same  meeting  in  1875: 
"  We,  the  undersigned  members,  do  hereby  pledge  our  word  of  honour  that  we  will 
strictly  adhere  to  prices,  terms  and  rules  as  stated  in  the  foregoing  report  adopted 
by  the  association,  both  in  letter  and  in  spirit,  and  will  hold  ourselves  responsible 
for  ourselves,  our  firms,  and  our  agents :  and  should  a  charge  be  sustained  against 
either  of  our  respective  firms  we  individually  agree  to  abide  by  the  decision  of  the 
committee  and  will  not  in  consequence  of  such  decision  refuse  to  abide  by  the  award. 
Nor  will  we  withdraw  from  the  association  or  claim  any  moneys  forfeited  by  us." 
At  a  meeting  in  1877  it  was  resolved  that  any  member  of  this  association  be  em- 
powered to  offer  and  pay  the  sum  of  850  to  any  customer  who  may  furnish  satisfac- 
tory written  proof  from  the  seller  that  any  member  had  given  better  terms  than 
those  authorized  by  the  association,  said  $50  to  be  paid  from  the  funds. 

These  provisions  for  fines,  forfeitures  and  pledges  were  reaffirmed  and  strength- 
ened in  subsequent  years. 

At  a  meeting  held  in  March,  1876,  by  resolution  it  was  ordered,  "  that  members 
were  to  keep  secret  the  transactions  of  the  association  from  Iron  Founders  not 
members,  and  from  all  dealers."     Price  lists  were  established  annually  siace  tka 
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foundation  of  the  association,  with  occasional  modifications  during  the  year  at  special 
meetings. 

The  evidence  of  J.  R.  Esmonde  and  F.  T.  Graves,  stove  dealers  of  Ottawa,  H.  K. 
Ives,  stove  founder  of  Montreal,  who  is  not  a  member  of  the  association,  and  W.  J. 
Oopp,  substantially  agree  that  the  operations  of  this  combination  had  not  resulted  ia 
unduly  raising  prices  of  goods  affected  by  the  combination,  which  were  principally 
stoves  of  all  grades.  The  evidence  of  these  witnesses  also  show  that  the  better  class 
of  these  stoves  was  not  higher  in  Canada  than  similar  goods  in  the  United  States,  On 
a  low  class  of  stoves  free  from  ornamentation  which  were  made  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
iron  furnaces  and  coal  mines  there,  the  prices  ranged  lower  than  in  Canada.  Oo- 
base  burners  Mr.  Copp  stited  the  prices  were  10  per  cent,  lower  in  Canada  than  in 
the  United  States.  Increased  prices  in  late  years  were  attributed  to  advance  in 
wages  and  raw  material,  and  increased  ornamentation. 

OATMEAL  IIILLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

This  association  was  recently  formed  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  the  price  of 
oatmeal,  and  as  far  as  possible  regulating  the  purchase  price  of  oats. 

There  are  twenty-four  mills  in  the  combination,  including  the  largest  mills  in 
Ontario.  They  have  also  closed  up  ten  other  mills,  the  owners  of  which  are  paid 
sums  varying  from  $300  to  8800  per  annum,  or  a  total  of  $6,313  annually,  a  anm 
necessai'ily  taken  out  of  the  extra  profits,  which  sums  are  paid  them  by  the  associa- 
tion for  non-production. 

The  mills  not  in  the  association,  numbering  about  twenty-five,  are  of  such 
limited  capacity  for  production,  that  their  influence  is  not  materially  felt  in  the 
general  market,  but  they  avail  themselves  of  whatever  advantage  the  combination 
gives  them  to  keep  up  prices. 

A  certain  percentage  of  the  oatmeal  production  is  allotted  to  each  mill,  and  upon 
«very  barrel  sold  by  any  miller  in  excess  of  this  allotment,  he  pays  a  premium  of 
30  cts.  per  barrel  into  the  association,  and  vice  versa  when  any  miller  falls  short  oC 
his  allotment  he  receives  an  equal  premium  per  barrel  upon  the  quantity  short. 

BISCUITS  AND  CONFECTIONERY. 

Separate  organizations  exist  in  those  products  among  a  large  number  of  the 
leading  manufacturers  in  the  Provinces  of  Ontario  and  Quebec.  A  number  of  manu- 
facturers— but  they  are  the  smaller  ones— are  not  members.  The  principal  object 
is  to  maintain  prices. 

The  Biscuit  Association  has  been  in  existence  about  six  years,  and  although  the 
prices  of  the  ingredients  used  have  in  that  time  very  materially  decreased,  the  prices! 
of  biscuits  have  remained  about  the  same. 

From  the  evidence,  it  seems  clear  that  the  result  of  the  combination  is  to  keep 
prices  at  higher  figures  than  are  jastified  by  the  prices  paid  for  the  raw  material,  and 
Altered  conditions  of  trade,  brought  about  by  the  introduction  of  new  and  improve* 
machinery. 

It  was  found  by  comparison  with  United  States  price  lists,  that  Canadian  goods 
are  in  some  finer  and  fancy  varieties  20  to  30  per  cent,  higher  than  goods  of  eqaa? 
-quality  on  the  other  side  of  the  line. 

The  Confectionery  Association  is  of  recent  formation,  and  the  usual  result  fol- 
lowed at  once,  viz.,  a  rise  in  the  prices. 

FIRE  INSURANCE. 

The  evidence  discloses  the  existence  of  a  powerful  association  for  the  purpose  of 
•aising  and  maintaining  rates  of  insurance.  This  combination  was  formed  in  1883 
•nd  includes  nearly  all  the  stock  companies,  English,  American  and  Canadian  dotBg 
business  in  Canada.    Sums  varying  from  $600  to  $1,000  are  paid  annually  by  ea.oh. 
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«f  the  thirty -two  compaoies  into  the  association.  The  individaal  companies  are 
pledged  to  maintain  rates,  and  if  any  cutting  is  discovered  the  offending  company  is 
-compelled  to  cancel  the  policy.  No  schedule  of  rates  is  fixed  for  farm  or  isolated 
risks.  Owing  to  the  competition  of  the  mutual  companies  it  was  found  impossible  to 
control  this  line  of  business.  Agents  were  required  to  sign  an  agreement  not  to  do 
tmsiness  for  companies  outside  the  association,  but  for  some  reason  this  plan  was  re- 
pealed by  the  General  Association,  but  was  again  adopted  by  the  Toronto  Jioard 
with  which  it  is  still  in  force.  .  , 

No  reinsurance  will  be  accepted  from  any  non-tariff  company,  nor  placed  witQ 
such  company  unless  it  is  found  impossible  to  place  within  the  association. 

The  effects  upon  the  insuring  public  have  been  decidedly  injurious.  It  extends 
its  operations  to  every  portion  of  the  Dominion,  and  higher  rates  have  been  the  rule 
in  nearly  every  instance. 

Owing  to  the  arbitrary  character  of  the  tariff  and  the  rules  adopted,  littl© 
account  can  be  taken  of  the  moral  hazard,  i.e  ,  the  circumstances,  necessities  or  repu- 
tation of  applicants. 

In  consequence  of  these  conditions  a  large  number  of  first-class  risks  in  CaDada, 
and  involving  large  amounts,  are  placed  with  companies  in  the  United  States,  not 
having  oflSces  in  Canada,  nor  amenable  to  Canadian  laws. 

Another  tangible  effect  of  a  combination  for  the  regulation  of  rates,  is,  that  rates 
■being  equal  in  all  companies,  the  tendency  is,  for  insurers  to  place  their  risks  either 
.abroad  or  with  foreign  companies  doing  business  in  Canada,  and  possessed  of  larger 
capital  and  of  longer  standing  than  the  native  companies.  This  is  rapidly  tending 
towards  the  freezing  out  of  the  purely  Canadian  Insurance  Companies,  and  opens  up 
330  very  bright,  prospect  for  the  shareholders  whoso  money  is  invested  in  Canadian 
joint  stock  insurance. 

THE  EGO  COMBINATION. 

This  combination  is  of  recent  origin  and  is  composed  of  the  leading  dealers  in 
Ontario  who  buy  for  export.  Their  operations  ramify  throughout  the  Province  of 
Ontario.  The  object  of  the  combination  is  by  keeping  prices  low  in  the  principaS 
■cities  to  lower  prices  in  the  rural  sections.  Agents  appointed  by  the  association  io 
the  cities,  will  use  supplies  to  force  down  the  prices  for  home  comsumption.  ThiS' 
will  react  in  favor  of  their  buyers  in  the  country,  who  will  thus  buy  cheaper  for 
•export.  In  localities  where  a  rival  buyer  is  found,  a  powerful  ring  can  easily  outbid 
Mm  until  he  is  driven  out  of  the  business  and  the  field  left  without  a  competitor, 
with  the  natural  result. 

The  Committee  find  that  the  evils  produced  by  combinations  such  as  have  been 
enquired  into,  have  not  by  any  means  been  fully  developed  as  yet  in  this  country, 
but  sufficient  evidence  of  their  injurious  tendencies  and  effects  is  given  to  justify 
Jegislative  action  for  suppressing  the  evils  arising  from  these  and  similar  combina- 
tions and  monopolies. 

The  evidence  given  before  the  Committee  and  the  accompanying  exhibits  are  as 
a  portion  of  this  report  respectfully  submitted. 


N.  CLAEKE  WALLACE, 

Chairman  of  Committee. 
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REFERRED  TO  IN  THE  FOREGOING  REPORT 


SECTION  I.-SUGAR  AND  GROCERIES. 


House  op  Commons,  Ottawa,  9th  March,  1888. 

The  Select  Committee  on  Trade  Combines  met  at  10  a.m.  to-day,  with  the  Chair- 
man, Mr.  N.  C,  Wallace,  presiding. 

Gborqe  Lightbound,  of  the  firm  of  Lightbound,   Ealston  &  Co.,  Montreal,   was 
BTVOrn,  when  at  the  request  of  the  Chairman  he   made   the   loUowiog  statement: — 

Mr.  Chairman  aod  Gentlemen  : — Pei  haps  the  simplest  way  of  putting  the  facts  of 
the  engar  combiDation  before  you  will  be  to  commence  with  its  inception  and  follow  its 
course  up  to  the  present  day.  The  sugar  combination  did  not  originate,  as  many- 
people  have  supposed,  with  the  refiners.  For  some  years  past  there  has  existed 
throughout  the  Dominion  what  is  known  as  the  Wholesale  Grocers'  Association  or 
the  Wholesale  Grocers'  Guild.  This  question  of  a  combination  in  sugar  was  discussed 
at  fieveral  meetings  of  the  Wholesale  Grocers'  Association  and  the  outcome  of  these 
discussions  in  that  Association  was  a  meeting  in  Montreal  held  in  the  Windsor  Hote!. 
at  which  were  present  the  representatives  of  the  various  wholesale  grocers  through- 
out the  Dominion  and  the  representatives  of  the  refiners  working  Ibroughout  the  Dom- 
inion. There  were  present  at  that  meeting  Mr,  Drummond,  representing  the  Canada 
Sugar  Eefinirg  Company,  Mr.  Elmenhorst  and  Mr.  Labatt,  representing  the  St, 
Lawrence  Refining  Company,  and  Mr.  Harris,  representing  the  Moncton  refinery, 
"while  they  had  a  letter  from  the  president  of  the  J^ova  Scotia  refinery  at  Halifax 
stating  that  the  owners  of  that  refinery  won  Id  agree  to  whatever  decision  was  ar- 
rived at  at  this  general  meeting  held  in  the  Windsor  Hotel. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  That  is  the  whole  of  the   refineries  in  operation  in  the  Dominion?    A.  Tes, 
at  that  time.     Within  the  last  two  weeks  another  refinery  has  re-opened. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (^Soulanges)  : 

Q.  What  is  the  date  of  that  meeting  ?  A.  20th  April,  1887,  it  was  in  April  of 
last  year.  At  that  meeting  the  refiners  were  told  that  the  Wholesale  Guild  had  at- 
tempted to  arrange  the  combination  amongst  themselves';  that  there  were  certain 
merchants  throughout  the  Dominion  who  for  reasons  of  their  own  did  not  see  their 
way  to  coincide  with  that  style  of  doing  business  and  wished  to  have  the  liberty  of 
conducting  their  business  in  a  way  that  suited  themselves.  The  refiners  were  theia 
asked  to  discriminate  against  these  wholesale  grocers  who  would  not  become  parties 
to  the  combination  by  making  them  pay  a  half  a  cent  a  pound  more  upon  granulated 
sugar  than  the  members  of  the  guild  paid.  The  refiners  after  discussing  the  matter 
amongst  themselves  agreed  to  charge  those  who  were  not  members  of  the 
Wholesale  Grocers'  Guild,  or,  rather,  those  who  were  not  members  of  the  combina- 
on,  a  quarter  of  a  cent  a  pound  more  than  for  what  they  would  sell  the  same  sugar 
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to  the  members  of  the  guild.  Well,  this  came  into  force  some  ten  days  later,  as  soon 
as  the  documents  were  signed,  and  I  believe  one  of  the  early  days  in  May  it  became 
law  that  any  members  of  the  Grocers'  Guild,  or  wholesale  merchants,  who  were  not 
members  of  the  sngar  agreement  were  called  upon  to  pay  the  refiners  a  quarter  ot  a 
cent  a  pound  upon  all  white  sugar  they  purchased  more  than  what  was  paid  by 
members  of  the  agreement.  This  continued  for  some  months  and  the  Wholesale 
Grocers'  Guild  discovered  that  this  quarter  of  a  cent  a  pound  was  not  a  sufficient  tax 
npon  those  outside  lo  prevent  them  continuing  business.  They  then  called  another 
meeting  and  at  the  latter  part  of  June,  one  of  the  last  days  of  Jane,  they  held  a 
meeting  in  the  council  room  of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  Montreal.  At  this  meeting 
the  representatives  of  the  refiners,  Mr.  Drummond  and  Mr.  Blmenhorst,  of  the  two 
Montreal  refineries,  were  present.  The  wholesale  grocers,  I  may  mention,  held  a 
meeting  on  the  morning  of  that  day  previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  refiners  and  at 
that  meeting  they  passed  a  resolution  asking  the  refiners  to  decline  to  sell  sugar  at 
any  price  to  those  who  would  not  enter  into  the  sugar  agreement.  This  was  submitted 
at  the  meeting  in  the  afternoon,  and  Mr.  Drummond,  representing  the  Cana,da  Sugar 
Eefining  Company,  expressed  his  willingness  to  agree  to  this  if  the  association  could 
mot  see  any  other  way  out  of  the  difficulty. 

Q.  In  saying  white,  do  you  mean  yellow  ?  A.  I  mean  white  only.  The  com- 
bination  only  deals  in  white  sugar,  owing  to  the  difficulty  in  grading  yellow  sugars. 
It  is  all  white  sugar.  The  union  in  the  trade  is  in  white  sugars.  Tbe_  outcome, 
however,  of  that  meeting  held  in  the  Board  of  Trade  rooms  was  that,  within  a  week 
-or  ten  days  afterwards,  an  agreement  was  arrived  at  whereby  the  refiners  charged 
those  who  were  outside  the  combination  one-half  a  cent  per  pound  more  upon  white 
sugar  than  they  charged  the  members  of  the  sugai  agreement. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  That  is  discount?  A.  They  allowed  discount.  The  discount  was  on  the 
eelling  price.  Well,  subsequently  to  this  it  was  discovered  that,  owing  to  the  low 
prices  of  sugars  in  Glasgow  and  Liverpool,  it  wa?  just  barely  possible  to  pay  the  very 
heavy  duty  that  fine  sugais  had  to  pay  coming  into  this  country,  and  that  the  gen- 
tlemen who  were  not  in  the  sug  ir  agreement  could  lay  these  sugars  down  in  Canada, 
and  at  the  same  time  were  in  a  position  to  sell  them  with  a  profit  at  or  slightly  be- 
low the  price  that  the  gentlemen  of  the  combination  were  selling  at,  and  do  so  with 
profit.  When  the  refiners  and  wholesale  grocers  in  the  agreement  discovered  that 
this  was  possible,  they  held  another  meeting  in  the  Board  of  Trade  rooms,  I  believe, 
in  Montreal,  on  the  16th  and  Ii7th  days  of  December,  Of  course,  it  is  not  possible 
for  me  to  tell  you  all  that  transpired  at  a  meeting  which  was  private ;  I  can  only 
tell  you  what  the  outcome  of  that  meeting  was.  The  outcome  of  that  meeting  was 
that  in  iuture^  those  outside  the  guild,  or  sugar  agreement,  were  called  upon  to 
pay  a  half  a  cent  per  pound  more.  Then,  when  later  it  was  found  that  that  did  not 
work  and  that  those  outside  the  agreement  could  still  carry  on  their  business  and 
bay  sugars  elsewhere,  they  thought  some  other  method  would  have  to  be  taken. 
The  next  step  taken  in  December  was  that  these  gentlemen  who  were  not  parties  to 
the  sugar  agreement,  were  called  upon  to  buy  their  sugars  on  an  entirely  different 
basis  than  members  of  the  combination.  Members  of  the  combination  purchased 
sugars  at  the  refinery  with  a  discount  of  two  and  half  per  cent,  for  cash.  After  this 
date  in  December,  those  who  were  not  members  of  the  combination  were  called 
upon  to  pay  an  eighth  of  a  cent  per  pound  advance  upon  the  sugar  and  not  receive  a 
cent  of  discount. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (Soulanges)  : 

Q.  Which  sugar?  A.  White  sugar,  all  granulated.  In  addition  to  this,  gentle- 
men, in  order  to  make  it  impossible  for  any  man  to  conduct  his  business  in  the  way 
that  I  contend  every  merchant  should  have  a  right,  those  outside  the  combinatioa 
were  called  upon,  when  buying  500  barrels  of  white  sugar,  they  were  obliged  to  buy 
at  the  same  time  from  the  same  refinery  1,000  barrels  of  yellow  sugar,  whether  they 
•wanted  yellow  sugar  or  not,  that  is  to  say  :  If  I  get  500  barrels  of  granulated  sugar 
from  Nova  Scotia  refinery,  and  if  I  wished  to  bay  1,000  barrels  of  yellow  sugar  qIb»~ 
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where,  I  mast  buy  double  the  quantity  of  yellow  sugar  at  the  same  time  that  I  buy 
the  granulated  and  from  the  same  refiner.  This  meant  that  the  merchant  could  not 
conduct  his  business. 

By  Mr.  Guiliet  : 

Q.  Those  who  were  members  were  not  under   that  rule?     A.  Those  who  were 
members  could  buy  twenty-five  barrels  or  any  quantity. 
By  the  Chairman  ; 

Q  •  However,  the  fact  is  that  you  do  buy  two  or  three  barrels  of  yellow  sugar  to 
one  of  white  ?  A.  Oh,  not  necessarily.  At  the  same  time  the  consumption  of  yellow 
sugar  is  probably  in  the  neighborhood  of  two  or  three  barrels  to  one  of  white. 

Q.  The  grievance  is  that  you  had  to  invest  the  money  at  the  place,  and  at  a 
time  when  you  did  not  require  it  ?  A.  The  grievance  is  that  we  had  to  pay  more 
for  our  sugar  than  a  member  of  the  combination  had  to  pay. 

Q.  In  addition  to  that  you  had  to  buy  this  quantity?  A.  This  was  simply 
another  turn  of  the  screw. 

Q.  What  was  this  last  arrangement  of  an  eighth  of  a  cent  more  ?  A.  Not  only 
had  they  2J  per  cent,  discount  which  was  made  on  granulated,  it  was  7|  per  lb.  at 
that  time.  The  merchant  outside  the  combination  had  to  pay  7J  net  cash,  making  & 
difference  of  29  or  30  cents  on  100  lbs.,  which  simply  made  it  iinpossible  for  him  to 
conduct  his  business. 

By  Mr.  Qillmor: 

Q.  Members  of  the  guild  got  that  advantage  ?    A.   Yes. 
By  Mr.  Guiliet  : 

Q.   Besides  being  relieved  from  the  necessity  of  buying  yellow  ?    A.  Tes,  they 
could  buy  any  kind  of  sugar  they  wanted.     This  would  tend  to  make  it  impossible 
for  anyone  outside  the  combination  to  conduct  his  business. 
By  the  Chairman  ; 

Q.  They  first  charged  these  outsiders  a  half  a  cent  more  ?  A.  No,  a  quarter  of 
a  cent  more.  They  aekcd  a  half  a  cent  and  the  refiners  finally  consented  to  charge 
a  quarter.  That  was  in  April  and  they  found  that  that  did  not  work  owing  to  the 
fact  that  those  outside  had  accumulated  stocks,  and  had  contracted  in  advance  for 
sugars,  and  the  market  kept  falling,  and  they  were  able  still  to  carry  on  their  busi- 
ness, but  in  June  the  guild  came  together  again  and  the  result  was  that  the  refiners 
agreed  to  charge  those  outside  the  combination  a  half  a  cent  per  pound. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (^Wentworth)  : 

Q.  Sugars  were  advancing  at  this  time  ?  A.  Tes,  they  were  advancing  at  this 
time.  It  was  simply  a  question  of  judgment  buying  in  advance  and  still  conducting 
their  business . 

Q.  But  for  the  advance  in  price  the  first  arrangement  would  have  been  suffi- 
cient ?  A.  Tes,  the  first  arrangement  would  have  been  sufficient.  It  would  have 
been  an  interesting  calculation  for  anyone  purchasing  at  a  quarter  of  a  cent  a 
pound  in  advance  and  make  any  money.  They  asked  the  refiners  to  charge  half  a 
cent  a  pound  more  and  they  agreed  to  do  so.  Notwithstanding  the  charge  of  a  half 
a  cent  per  pound  we  were  enabled  to  bring  in  Scotch  and  English  granulated  sugar 
and  they  called  the  refiners  together  again  and  asked  them  to  make  this  new  arrange- 
ment whereby  anyone  outside  the  combination  who  wished  to  purchase  500  barrels 
of  granulated  was  obliged  to  take  1,000  barrels  of  yellow  sugar  and  pay  from  90 
cents  to  $1  a  barrel  upon  the  yellow  and  granulated.  If  I  were  buying  500  barrels 
of  granulated  I  would  have  to  buy  1,000  barrels  of  yellow  and  I  would  be  oat  $1,500 
on  that  transaction. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (Soulanges)  ; 

Q.  Did  those  outside  the  guild  get  the  discount  in  the  same  way  ?  A.  Not  after 
last  December. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  time  had  you  for  making  payment?  A.  Fourteen  days.  They  did 
not  alter  the  time.  They  simply  made  it  net  cash  in  14  days.  That  is  the  recog- 
nized refiners'  terms,  14  days  less  2J  per  cent,  discount.  These  are  known  as  refinersj 
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terms,  aod  after  December  any  person  outside  the  association  or  outside  the  combi- 
nation had  to  pay  net  cash  and  one-eighth  of  a  cent  per  pound  in  addition. 
By  Mr.  McKay  : 

Q.  Did  you  say  that  all  the  refiners  were  in  this  combine?  A.  All  the  refiners 
are  in  the  combination  now. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (Soulanges)  : 

Q.  All  the  refiners  in  Canada  ?  A,  All  the  refiners  in  Canada,  The  owners  of 
a  refinery  recently  started  again  or  revived  has  signified  their  intention  of  going  into 
the  combination  al-o.  The  refiners,  I  understand,  also,  take  up  the  position  that  they 
are  not  parties  to  this  agreement.  Anyone  who  can  talse  the  facts  which  I  have 
just  given  you  and  at  the  same  time  believe  that  the  refiners  are  not  a  party  to  it, 
must  be  gifted  with  very  much  more  faith  than  is  in  my  composition.  The  bast 
proof  of  the  fact  that  the  refiners  are  parties  to  the  arrangement  lies  in  the  fact  that 
if  any  person  goes  into  the  Canada  Sugar  Refinery's  oiHce  they  see  posted  on  the 
window  or  on  the  door  of  the  room  a  list  similar  to  the  one  I  think  which  I  have  in 
my  pocket  (Witness  produces  list).  That,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  the  list  of  those  who  are 
entitled  to  buy  sugar  under  this  combination  arrangement.  (Exhibit  No.  1.) 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  I  see  some  of  the  names  are  erased.  What  are  they  ?  A.  They  are  retailers 
and  general  jobbers,  afterwards  found  to  be  unworthy  to  partake  of  the  benefits  of 
the  combination.  There  is  a  large  class  of  retailers  who  in  connection  with  their 
job  and  distributing  business,  had  been  in  the  habit  of  purchasing  direct  from  the  re- 
finers. 

Q.  What  is  the  test  of  a  man  being  admitted  to  the  Wholesale  Grocers'  Guild? 
Has  he  not  to  prove  whether  he  sells  directly  to  the  consumer  or  not  ? 

Mr.  GuiiiLET. — Has  he   not  to  be  balloted  for  ?     A.  No,  anyone  who  can  prove 
that  he  does  not  sell  direct  to  the  consumer,  and  is  willing  to  sign  the  agreement. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  If  he  is  not  a  retailer  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  But  in  the  first  place  they  did  not  admit  them  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q  And  afterwards  they  were  forced  to  admit  them  ?  A.  They  were  forced  to 
admit  the  retailers  in  the  first  instance.  The  representation  of  the  guild  to  the  re- 
finers was  that  they  represented  93  per  cent,  of  the  trade  of  Canada,  but  in  this  93 
per  cent,  were  included  some  12  or  13  whom  they  have  since  turned  out. 

Q.  Forced  out?  A.  Yes,  and  in  addition  to  that  they  have  a  number  of  names 
down  there  ot  parties  who  were  only  purchasing  a  small  quantity,  but  they  formed 
part  of  the  93  per  cent.  However,  the  refiners  made  this  arrangement,  and  I  claim 
that  it  is  not  a  dignified  position  for  the  refiners  to  ta&e,  or  the  combination  to  take, 
to  state  that  they  were  not  parties  to  this  agreement.  They  have  assumed  the  re- 
Bponsibility  and  they  cannot  get  out  of  it.  But  as  a  matter  of  fact,  a  gentleman  who 
has  not  got  his  name  upon  the  sugar  agreement  cannot  go  in  and  buy  sugar  unless 
he  pays  this  advance.  A  gentleman  stated  that  the  combination  does  not  imply 
higher  prices.  That  is  just  about  as  logical  as  that  a  high  tariff  does  not  imply  higher 
prices.  As  a  matter  of  course,  the  combination  implies  higher  prices.  That  is  the 
only  logical  conclusion  that  can  be  arrived  at. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  PVentworth)  : 

Q,  As  a  result  of  both  ?     A.  Yes. 

The  Chaieman  — That  is  a  matter  of  opinion  whether  a  high  tariff  means  high 
prices  or  not. 

By  Mr.  McKay  : 

Q.  We  can  see  as  to  that — what  is  the  additional  sum  which  the  consumer  has 
to  pay  for  sugar?  A..  As  the  Chairman  pointed  out,  that  will  have  to  be  matter  of 
opinion. 

Q.  Of  figures,  I  should  judge  ?  A.  The  advance  that  the  combination  places 
upon  sugar  is  upon  15  barrel  lots  an  advance  of  f  o.,  or  upon  smaller  quantities  an 
advance  of  Jc.  a  pound. 
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By  Mr.  Guillet  : 
Q.  They  organized  this  grocers'  gaild  with  a  view  of  obtaining  larger  profits. 
They  claimed  that  they  were  selling  sugar  at  cost.  Is  it  not  so  ?  A.  It  was  no  doubt 
&  fact  that  before  this  combination  was  formed  merchants  did  not  get  as  large  a 
return  upon  the  investment  of  their  capital  as  they  were  entitled  lo,  but  that  is  a 
matter  which  certainly  ought  not  to  be  settled  by  any  such  arbitrary  determination. 
If  gentlemen  have  no  ability  to  conduct  their  own  business  without  a  combination 
then  let  them  retire  from  it  and  go  into  some  other  business  which  they  have  the 
necessary  ability  to  conduct. 

Q.  It  raises  the  price  of  sugar  to  the  retailers  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  McKay : 

Q.  Can  you  give  us  an  idea  how  much  it  has  increased  the  price — 5,  10  or  15  per 
cent.  ?  A.  I  have  told  you  already. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  Perhaps  Mr.  Lightbound  could  give  us  the  price  of  granulated  sugar  on  the 
market  ?  For  instance,  a  quarter  of  a  cent  was  not  sufficient  to  keep  the  business  in 
the  bands  of  the  guild.  Now  can  you  give  us  the  price  at  which  sugar  was  able  to 
be  sold  at  that  time?  A.  In  the  month  of  April  the  refiners'  price  for  granulatei 
sugar  was  6c.  or  6^c . 

By  Mr.  Wood  (^Westmoreland)  ; 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  the  guild  oharges'too  large  a  profit  on  the  sugars  ?    A.  Not 
at  all,  sir.     If  the  wholesale  trade  got  a  profit  of  half  a  cent  upon  the  sugar  I  do  not 
think  the  wholesale  grocer  would  have  any  right  to  complain. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  In  April  the  price  was  about  six  cents.     A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is,  it  was  sold  to  everybody  at  six  cents?     A.  Yes, 

Q.  Well  then  they  made  an  arrangement  with  the  guild  by  which  they  were  to 
charge  a  quarter  of  a  cent  more  to  outsiders  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Accordicg  to  this  arrangement  at  what  price  did  they  furnish  it  to  the  guild  ? 
A.  Six  cents. 

Q.  And  to  outsiders?     A.  Six  and  a  quarter  cents. 

Q.  Well  then,  as  I  understand  from  your  remarks  that  was  not  sufficient  to  keep 
the  trade  in  the  hands  of  the  guild.  You  and  others  outside  the  guild  were  able  to 
buy  and  sell  and  compete  with  those  in  the  guild?  A.  You  will  see  that  point  when 
I  tell  you  that  when  the  next  meeting  took  place,  at  the  end  of  June,  white  sugar 
advanced  to  6f  s.  that  prices  were  going  up. 

Q.  In  June  you  had  another  arrangement  by  which  they  charged  you  and  other 
outsiders  half  a  cent  per  lb.  difference.  Well  then  I  think  you  said  that  the  reason 
they  could  not  maintain  that  was  in  consequence  of  the  low  prices  of  sugar  in  Glas- 
gow and  Liverpool  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  us  at  what  price  at  that  time  you  could  lay  down  Glasgow  and 
Liverp-iol  sugars  in  Montreal  ?  A.  This  advance  of  half  a  cent  per  lb.  was  put  on 
at  the  end  of  June,  and  we  did  not  bring  in  any  Scotch  sugar  until  the  month  of 
August. 

Q.  In  the  month  of  August  then  at  what  price  could  you  lay  down  Glasgow 
and  Liverpool  sugar  in  Montreal?  A.  At  6fc.  Scotch  sugar  was  then  6f c.  ia 
Montreal. 

Q.  You  say  the  price  at  which  you  could  lay  it  down  in  Montreal  was  6|-c.  to 
€|c.     May  I  ask  what  was  the  price  in  Glasgow  ?    A.  Sixteen  shillings  per  100  lbs. 

Q.  What  would  that  be  in  Canadian  currency  ?     A.  3f  c.  per  lb. 

Q.  How  do  you  make  it  up  to  6f  c.  ?  A.  $2.90  duty,  and  there  is  a  commission 
for  buying  on  the  other  side,  and  freight,  insurance  and  interest. 

Q.  And  at  that  time  the  sugar  in  Montreal,  at  the  Montreal  refinery,  was  how 
much,  the  same  sugar?     A.  Either  Gfc.  or  6fo.  ..       ,     « 

Q,  Was  that  the  price  to  members  of  the  guild  or  the  price  to  outsiders  (  A, 
That  was  the  price  to  the  members  of  the  guild. 

Q.  Bat  the  outsiders  paid  more?    A.  Yes. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  About  the  quality  of  the  sugar.  How  did  the  quality  of  the  sugar  compare 
■syith  the  Canadian  granulated  ?    A.  This  again  is  a  matter  of  opinion. 

Q.  We  want  your  opinion  ?    A.  I  believe  the  Scotch    sugar  as  far  as  testing, 
qualities  were  concerned  was  equally  as  strong  as  the  Canadian.    I  would  have  given 
ithe  preference  to  the  Canadian  sugar  on  minor  details  such  as  color,  &c.,  but  tor  ail, 
piirpoees  of  consumption  the  imported  sugar  was  equally  as  good. 
By  Mr.  Bain  ( Wentworth)  . 

Q.  Bid  it  sell  as  well?    A.  It  sold  rather  belter,  because  of  the  feeling  through- 
out the  country.     There  was  no  question  as  to  the  quality  of  the  Canadian  sugar,  but 
I  think  merchants  were  largely  worked  up  on  account  of  this  combination,  and  gave 
a  preference  to  the  imported  sugar  on  that  account. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  quality  of  the  sugar  manufactured  in  th© 
Canadian  refineries  during  the  past  six  months  or  so  as  compai-ed  with  what  it  was 
several  years  ago.  Do  you  think  they  are  keeping  up  the  same  good  quality  of  sugar  ? 
A.  1  do  not  think  they  have  changed  the  quality  of  white  sugar. 

Q.  I  am  speakiDg  of  the  yellow  sugars  which  have  more  glucose  in  them  ?  A. 
I  do  not  know  what  the  refiners  put  in  sugar.  There  appears  to  be  more  stickiness. 
in  it  than  there  was  before,  but  this  is  a  matter  upon  which  the  refiners  can  give. 
Bttore  information  than  the  merchants  can. 

Q  But  about  the  quality  of  the  sugar  as  compared  with  several  years  ago.  I 
mean  the  sugar  made  by  the  Canadian  refiners?  Surely  you  can  give  us  an  opinion 
on  that?  A.  In  regard  to  yellow  sugars,  I  think,  they  have  made  lower  grades  of 
these  sugars,  and  have  probably  left  more  moisture  in  the  sugar,  but  that  has  per- 
haps been  called  for  by  the  trade  of  the  country. 

Q.  Eefiners,  in  order  to  make   these   sugars,  leave  in  more  moisture,  and  this, 
makes  the  sugar  poorer  ?     A.  Yes . 
By  Mr.  McKay  : 

Q.  About  what  is  the  profit  made  by  wholesale  grocers  in  the  guild  on  sugar  T 
A.  Per  pound  ? 

Q.  The  net  profit,  I  mean  ?     A  .  The  gross  profit  is  about  five  per  cent. 

Q.  They  have  to  pay  freight  to  their  customers  out  of  this  half  cent?  A.  I  am 
calculating  on  the  three-eighths  of  a  cent,  advance  Inside  members'  profits  will  not 
exceed  five  per  cent,  on  an  even  market. 

Q.  A  wholesale  grocer  does  not  make  more  than  five  per  cent.  ?  A.  Not  upon 
an  even  market. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  an  excessive  profit.  Do  you  think  that  such  a  profit  doea 
any  barm  to  the  consumer  ?  A.  It  does  no  harm  to  the  consumer.  I  do  not  think 
a  merchant  is  making  an  excessive  profit  when  he  is  making  five  per  cent. 

Q.  On  the  principle ?     A.  Very  far  from  the  principle  of  the  objection  which 

we  take  to  the  combination.  The  objection  which  we  lake  to  the  combination  is  that 
it  is  an  injustice  with  any  merchant  conducting  business  in  any  manner  that  he 
chooses.  It  I  choose  to  purchase  feugar  at  seven  cents  and  sell  it  at  six  and  seven- 
eighths  cents,  that  is  my  own  business.  I  have  a  perfect  right  to  sell  at  that  price 
or  any  price  in  fact  that  I  choose. 
By  Mr.  McKay ; 

Q.  At  one  time  was  there  not  a  great  deal  of  cutting  of  prices  in  regard  to 
isugar?  Was  there  not  a  cutting  of  prices  all  over  the  world  ?  A.  Not  more  here 
than  there  has  always  been.  In  any  country  in  the  world  there  is  always  some 
cutting  of  prices  in  sugar,  or  of  some  one  or  other  staple  article.  Further,  gentlemen 
■who  form  a  combination  among  themselves  to  keep  up  the  price  of  any  one  article, 
often  commence  to  cut  prices  upon  other  articles,  and  the  merchant  himself  does  it, 
and  will  do  it.  If  it  is  not  done  upon  one  thing  it  is  done  upon  another. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (Wentworth): 
Q.  Did  they  undertake  to  limit  the  production  of  refined  sugars  ?  A.  I  do  not 
think  so. 
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By  Mr.  Wood  (Westmoreland): 
Q.  About  the  profits  which  those  in  the  combination  make.     I  understand  that 
three-eighths  of  a  cent  was  the  profit  of  the  guild  under  the  present  arrangements? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  about  equal  to  the  advantage  which  they  have  in  purchasing  from 
the  refiner  ?  A.  No.  if  you  took  the  figures  correctly  you  will  see  that  the  mer- 
chant gets  three-eighths  of  a  cent  upon  fifteen  barrel  lots  and  upOQ  smaller  lots  he 
gets  half  a  cent.  For  anything  less  than  fifteen  barrel  lots  the  outsider  is  charged 
half  a  cent  more  than  is  charged  to  those  in  the  guild. 

Q,  -Does  he  not  sell  more  in  lots  of  fifteen  barrels  than  he  does  in  lots  of  lesi 
than  that  ?    A.  No. 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  Does  he  have  to  purchase  fifteen  barrels  of  granulated  or  of  all   kinds  ?    A. 
Five  barrels  of  white  and  ten  of  yellow. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  it  is  very  seldom  that  they  sell  fifteen  barrels  to  a  mer- 
chant at  one  time  ?  A.  Tliere  are  more  sales  made  of  smaller  quantities,  from  nine 
to  ten  barrels  at  a  time. 

By  Mr.  Wood  (Westmoreland): 
Q.  What  do  you  estimate  is  the  average  profit  per  lb.  of  the  wholesale  grocer  ? 
Ton  say  that  there  is  a  profit  on  fifteen  barrel  lota  of  three-eighths  of  a  cent  and  on 
smaller  lots  of  half  a  cent  ?  A.  Out  of  that  he  has  to  pay  the  freight,  &c.  There- 
fore I  take  the  average  figure  ;  the  wholesale  grocers  must  get  a  profit  of  one  per 
cent. 

Q.  About  three-eighths  of  a  cent  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  difference  do  you  consider  there  is  between  that  and  the  advantage 
which  the  members  of  the  guild  have  in  purchasing  from  the  refiner?  A.  I  don't 
think  I  quite  understand  the  question. 

Q.  The  guild,  as  I  understand  you,  have  an  advantage  in  purchasing  from  the 
refiners  of  one  eighth  of  a  cent  and  2 J  per  cent  ?  A.  About  30  cents  per  100  lbs. 
That  is  to  say,  if  I,  as  a  non-combiner,  sold  sugar  at  the  same  price  as  the  combiner, 
I  would  only  have  1i  cents  per  100  pounds  profit,  instead  of  37j  cents  per  100  pounds, 
a  difference  of  30  cents  per  100  pounds.  In  addition  to  that,  you  overlook  the  fact 
that  the  non-combiner  has  to  buy  at  the  same  time  two  barrels  of  yellow  for  every 
barrel  of  granulated  which  he  purchases,  and  has  to  pay  25  or  30  per  cent,  per  100 
pounds  on  those  two  barrels  as  well. 

Q.  Yes,  I  understand  that ;  two-thirds  of  yellow  and  one-third  of  white  ?  A.  Yes. 
Q.  Then  I  think  you  said  that  you  would  not  consider  half  a  cent  per  pound  too 
large  a  profit  for  wholesale  grocers  ?  A.  I  do  not  think  so,  The  difficulty  of  these 
combinations,  as  far  as  they  affect  the  public,  is  the  fact  of  them  spreading.  As  a 
matter  of  history  the  first  outcome  of  this  combination  was  a  combination  on  the  part 
of  the  retailers  to  increase  the  price  from  seven  cents  to  eight  cents  par  pound.  You 
may  say  the  retail  trade  are  selling  for  seven  cents  what  costs  6f  or  7  cents,  but  the 
retail  trade  are  in  the  habit  of  doing  that.  By  this  combination  to  increase  the  price 
from  seven  to  eight  cents  per  pound,  it  simply  implied  that  the  consumer  had  to  pay 
15  per  cent,  more  for  his  sugar.  The  combination  came  into  force  in  Toronto,  but  it 
does  not  exist  now. 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  They  had  as  good  a  right  as  others  ?  A.  There  is  proof  of  it.  One  promi- 
nent retail  merchant  in  Toronto  said  he  intended  doing  his  business  as  he  saw  fit, 
and  this  will  go  on  again  unless  this  combination  is  put  a  stop  to.  The  retail  dealers 
will  take  the  same  advantage  as  the  wholesale  men  and  the  consumer  will  pay  15 
per  cent,  more  for  his  sugar. 

By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 
Q.  Previous  to  this  time  the  prices  between  wholesale  men  ware  cut  very  low  ; 
they  really  made  no   profit  or   very   little  ?    A.  They  did  or  did  not  make  a  profit 
according  to  the  judgment  displayed  in  buying  material. 
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Q.  And  this  combination  then  is  really  a  combination  to  secure  to  the  wholesale 
grocers  who  join  it,  what  you  consider  a  fair  profit  and  to  make  it  certain  ?  A. 
Apparently  so. 

Q.  What  proportion  of  the  wholesale  grocers  have  joined  this  combination  ?  A. 
Well,  there  is  a  list  here  which  will  show.  I  suppose  something  like  eighty  out  of 
eighty-three  names.  I  believe  there  were  some  93  at  first,  but  some  12  or  13  have 
been  struck  off.     (Exhibit  1,  showing  names  struck  off.) 

Q.  Your  objection  is  to  them  securing  a  fair  profit  or  what  ?  A.  I  object  to  any 
one  coming  into  my  warehouse  and  dictating  to  me  the  prices  at  which  I  shall  sell 
my  goods.  If  I  pay  the  refiner  for  the  granulated  sugar,  I  claim  the  liberty  of  giving 
it  away  if  I  feel  disposed  to  do  so. 

Q.  As  I  understand  it,  could  you  be  prevented  from  doing  that  now?     A.  Cer- 
tainly ;  not  only  if  I  give  it  away,  but  if  I  sell  it  at  one-sixteenth   of  a   cent   under 
these  prices,  my  name  would  be  removed  from  the  list. 
By  Mr,  Bain  (^Soulanges)  : 

Q.  Is  there  a  fine  ?    A.  No ;  yon  are  expelled. 
By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 

Q.  But  you,  as  a  person  outside  the  guild,  if  you  chose  to  sell  it  at  a  less  price, 
there  is  nothing  to  prevent  you  doing  it  ?  A.  Not  at  present ;  but  there  was  an 
association  among  the  retail  men  in  Toronto,  and  there  will  be  again  in  the  future. 

Q.  This  combination  then  is  not  necessarily  among  wholesale  grocers ;  but 
among  any  certain  number  of  them  that  choose  to  combine  for  that  purpose  ?  A.  It 
is  amongst  the  wholesale  grocers  whose  names  are  on  that  list  (Exhibit  1).  There 
were  only  some  three  or  four  who  said :  "  We  object  to  this ;  we  claim  the  right  to  sell 
goods  at  whatever  prices  we  see  fit," 

Q.  And  these  men  who  joined  the  guild  have  the  same  privilege  ?  A.  That  is 
all  right  if  they  had  a  combination  amongst  themselves,  but  here  is  a  combination 
between  the  merchant  and  the  refiner.  That  is  the  poini.  I  claim  that  anybody — 
all  business  men— have  a  right  to  meet  and  discuss  business  amongst  themselves 
and  say,  we  will  sell  oats  to-day  at  this  price  and  barley  at  this  price ;  but  here 
these  merchants  join  together  and  approach  the  refiners  and  say  :  "  We  want  to  sell 
granulated  sugar  at  such  a  price,  and  anyone  who  will  not  sell  at  such  a  price,  we 
want  you  not  to  sell  to  them  at  all,  or  to  sell  at  such  a  price  that  they  will  be  forced 
to  meet  our  figures."  The  position  we  have  taken  in  this  matter  is  that  the  refiners 
exist  by  the  protection  that  they  receive  from  the  people.  The  people  place  them 
there  and  they  have  no  right  to  join  with  the  merchant.  They  say  they  have  not, 
but  the  best  proof  is  the  facts. 

Q.  Tour  objection  to  this  arrangement  is  not  to  the  combination  in  the  guild  ;  it 
is  to  the  combination  between  the  guild  and  the  refiners  7     Yes  ;  between  the  guild 
-who  have  a  right  to  do  their  business  as  they  see  fit,  and  the  refiners  who  have  not 
that  right ;  because  they  live  at  the  mercy  of  the  people. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  tell  us  what  advantage  there  is  to  the  refiners 
who  come  into  this  combination  ?  A.  The  refiners'  advantage  is  a  somewhat  inde- 
£nite  one.  You  can  possibly  understand  that,  if  the  wholesale  grocers'  guild,  by 
the  weekly  price  list  sent  out,  enable  them  to  have  a  fixed  profit  on  the  current 
prices  of  the  day,  while  ihe  merchant  has  no  longer  the  necessity  for  worrying  the 
refiner  on  the  prices  he  pays  him.  His  price  is  settled  whether  he  charges  him  six, 
seven,  or  eight  cents  per  pound.  He  is  going  to  get  his  half  or  three-eighths,  as  the 
case  may  be;  whereas,  if  there  were  no  combination,  each  merchant  is  striving  to 
buy  as  cheap  as  he  can,  in  order  to  sell  at  the  lowest  price  possible.  There  is  no 
necessity  for  me  trying  to  buy  cheapes,  for  there  is  my  price  fixed. 
By  Mr.  Wood,  (^Westmoreland)  :  ' 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  refiners  have  agreed  upon  prices  amongst  themselves  ? 
A.  I  do  not  know  with  sufficient  definiteness  that  they  have  an  agreement  with 
regard  to  prices  amongst  themselves. 
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Q.  I  have  been  informed  that  such  is  not  the  case  ?     A.  I  do  not  believe  that  at 
the  present  moment  such  an  arrangement  exists. 
By  Mr.  McKay  : 

Q.  The  result  of  this  combine  has  been  that  wholesale  merchants  are  making  a 
profit  which  did  not  exist  before  in  connection  with  their  business  7  A.  That  does 
■not  touch  the  point  of  our  objection.     It  is  the  principle  of  the  thing  solely. 

Q.  Are  there  any  other  combinations  between  grocers  and  manufacturers  ?  A. 
Not  particularly ;  but  there  are  combinations  in  smaller  articles  which  do  not  aflfect 
the  trade  of  the  merchant.  For  instance,  there  is  a  combination  in  baking  powder, 
tobacco  and  pickles.  All  that  these  combinations  in  small  things  affect,  the 
■wholesale  grocer,  do  not  amount  to  the  snap  of  a  finger  in  the  conduct  of  his  busi- 
ness ;  but  when  you  attack  an  article  like  sugar,  which  bears  a  proportion  of  about 
one-third  in  the  turn-over  of  most  wholesale  grocers,  it  touches  a  very  sensitive 
point  in  his  business. 

Q.  It  is  not  a  question  of  money.  It  id  only  a  little  one  between  merchants  in 
tobacco  and  baking  powder.  Tou  would  not  object  to  a  point  which  did  not  affect 
y6u  very  much  ?  A.  I  am  not  objecting  on  that  point.  I  am  objecting  to  a  combi- 
nation between  the  merchant  and  the  manufacturer,  whereby  anyone  who  does  not 
see  his  way  to  becoming  a  party  to  that  combination,  cannot  get  goods  without 
paying  an  extra  price  for  them. 

Q.  Does  not  some  combination  of  that   kind   exist  in  regard  to   tobacco   and 
pickles  ?    A.  No  ;  only   in  regard  to  baking  powder,  and  I  do  not  think  any  combi- 
nation should  exist  there  ;  but  that  is  a  simple  arrangement  betwecQ  merchants. 
By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  then  that  if  there  was  no  arrangement  between  the 
refiners  and  the  guild,  you,  as  a  wholesale  grocer,  would  not  object  to  the  combina- 
tion ?  A.  No ;  that  is  not  exactly  my  position.  Tou  might  ask  me  whether  I  would 
belong  to  a  sugar  combination  if  the  sugar  refiners  went  into  it.  No ;  I  say  let 
them  go  into  combination  if  tiiey  like,  bat  when  they  step  in  and  say,  if  Messrs. 
Lightbound,  Ealston  &  Co.  will  not  join  our  combination,  then  we  will  not  sell  them 
goods,  then  I  say  that  is  wrong.  I  am  simply  giving  evidence  here  as  it  afi^ects  my 
own  business  and  afiairs.  As  to  the  moral  right  or  wrong  of  the  matter,  I  am  not 
dealing  with  that.  I  take  exception  to  any  body  of  men  stepping  into  my  office 
and  telling  me  the  price  at  which  I  should  sell  my  goods. 

Q.  I  do  not  understand  that  they  do  that  ?     A.  Yes ;  here  is  the  best   evidence 
in  this  list.     (Exhibit  1.) 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  I  understand,  from  a  remark  yon  dropped  a  few  moments  ago,  that  if  any  of 
the  wholesale  grocers  sell  at  a  price  not  agreed  on  by  the  grocers'  guild,  they  would 
be  struck  off  the  list  by  the  refiners :  that  is  held  over  them  ?     A.  Tes ;  and  here  is  a 
copy  of  the  sugar  agreement  here.     (Exhibit  4.) 
By  Mr.  McKay  : 

Q.  What  proportion  of  sugar  is  sold,  granulated  to  yellow  ?  A.  One  of  granu- 
lated to  two  or  three  of  yellow. 

Q.  Are  you  a  member  of  this  combine  on  pickles  ?  A.  I  am  not  a  member  of 
the  combine  on  pickles.  I  had  to  sign  an  agreement  in  baking  powders,  and  I  have 
also  signed  the  sugar  agreement.  I  have  not  signed  the  tobacco  agreement  because 
it  is  well  understood  that  anyone  breaking  through  the  prices,  when  he  goes  to  buy 
tobacco  again,  he  cannot  get  it. 
By  the  Chairman ; 

Q.  What  kind  of  tobacco  does  that  refer  to  ?     A,  All   manufacturers   in  the 
Doininion  are  in  that  combination.    The  Wholesale  Grocers'  Guild  fixes  the  selling 
price  of  tobacco  at  four'cents  per  pound  advance  on  the  manufacturers'  list,  and  the> 
merchant  knows  that  if  he  does  not  abide  by  that  he  cannot  get  any  goods. 
By  Mr.  Fisher: 

Q.  It  is  a  tacit  arrangement  ?    A.  Yes, 
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By  Mr.  Guillet ; 

Q.  Each  manufacturer  has  his  own  understanding?  A.  It  is  a  tacit  under- 
standing. 

Sy  the  CTiahman  ; 

Q.  This  Wholesale  Grocers'  Guild  fixes  an  advance  of  four  cents  per  pound,  no 
matter  what  the  price  may  be  ?  A.  The  manufacturer  has  a  list,  and  the  wholesale 
grocer  sells  at  four  cents  per  pound  advance  on  that  list, 

Q.  Then  if  the  price  went  up  foar  cents,  you  would  have  eight  cents  per  pound 
profit  on  the  list  ?  A.  Yes ;  and  if  the  price  went  down  four  cents,  you  would  have 
nothing.  This  matter  is  fixed  as  an  advance  of  four  cents  on  the  ruling  price  of  the 
day. 

By  Mr.  McKay  : 

Q.  Is  it  not  better  for  a  business  man  to  have  a  decent  profit,  so  long  as  it  is 
not  too  much,  than  to  cut  and  slash  into  trade  ?  What  is  your  own  opinion  on  that? 
A.  If  I  thought  that  were  a  better  way  of  doing  business  I  should  be  a  member  of 
the  guild. 

Q.  But  so  long  as  the  consumer  does  not  suflTer  ?     A.  I  have  told  you    that   my 
objection  to  this  is  on  a  business  stand,  not  on  the  moral  right  or  wrong  of  the  agree- 
ment; that  as  a  business  man  I  claim  that  it  is  not   in   favor   of  our    business,    and 
therefore  I  object  to  it. 
By  Mr.  Flynn : 

Q.  Is  not  the  effect  of  this  to  make  sugar  dearer  to  the  consumer  ?    A.  It  does, 
there  is  no  doubt,  otherwise  there  would  be  no  use  for  the  combination. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  It  prevents  competition  ?     A.  Yes  ;  and  it  means  still  higher   prices   if  the 
combination  spreads  from  the  wholesaler  to  the  retailer.     In  the  month  of  July  the 
wholesale  grocers  came  down  to  Montreal  and  asked  the   refiners  not  to  sell  to  those 
outside  the  guild.     One  of  the  refiners  stated  his  willingness  to  do  so. 
By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  You  were  outside  of  this  then,  and  now  you  are  in  ?  A.  We  were  squeezed 
in  last  January,  after  this  last  regulation  came  into  force.  In  the  first  place  there 
was  a  regulation  whereby  we  had  to  pay  one-eighth  of  a  cent  per  lb.  less  discount 
and  the  necessity  of  buying  two  barrels  of  yellow  lor  every  barrel  of  granulated.  In 
addition  to  that  the  market  in  England  had  run  up  from  16  shillings  to  20  shillings,, 
and  the  freight  from  20  to  22.  As  we  had  to  pny  26  per  cent,  advance  on  English 
figures,  the  sugar  would  have  cost  us  8J  cents  laid  down  here.  So  we  had  no  option 
between  buying  sugar  here  and  going  out  of  business. 

Q.  As  soon'  as  sugar  remained  stationary  or  went  back  you  were  squeezed  in? 
A.  The  first  arrangement  of  one-quarter  cent  per  lb.  would  have  been  sufficient  if 
they  had  had  patience,  because  in  a  falling  market  we  would  be  at  such  a  disadvan« 
tage  with  this  advance  against  us  that  we  would  have  been  cornered.  We  should 
have  been  buying  at  7J  where  the  price  to  the  members  of  the  guild  would  have 
been  7  cents. 

By  Mr.  McKay: 

Q.  This  does  not  interfere  with  your  business,  it  only  aflfeots  your  profits  ?  A. 
I  have  got  to  pay  thirty  cents  per  barrel  more,  and  this  is  very  much  increased  when 
the  fact  is  taken  into  consideration  that  when  I  went  to  the  refiner  to  buy  500  barrels  of 
granulated,  I  had  to  buy  1,000  barrels  of  yellow  extra  and  this  would  make  a  diflerence 
of  $3.00  per  barrel.  Because  I  might  not  want  yellow  j  but  I  would  have  to  buy  1,000 
barrels  of  it  and  pay  between  25  and  30  cents  per  hundred  pounds  more  both  on  the 
yellow  and  granulated.  We  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that,  if  the  Government  do 
not  deal  with  this  matter,  but  that  the  refiners  may,  in  a  month  from  this  says 
Gentlemen,  we  wiU  not  sell  you  sugar  at  all  unless  you  sign  this  sugar  agreementi 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  Do  the  refiners  all  charge  the  same  uniform  price  ?  A.  The  price  of  granu- 
lated amongst  refiners  is  almost  invariably  the  same;  Whether  that  is  the  effect  of 
an  agreement  or  not,  it  is  difficult  to  say*  It  is  singular  that  the  price  of  white 
sugar  is  always  the  same. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Eow  do  we  know  ?  There  is  the  price  at  which  wholesale  grocers  are  to  sell 
sugar  to  day  in  15  barrel  lots  at  7J  cents.  How  do  we  know  there  are  only  3-10 
cent  made  by  the  wholesale  grocers  on  that  7  A .  Because  these  prices  emanate  from 
the  refiners,  and  the  advance  is  simply  f  per  cent,  on  the  figures  which  the  refiners 
give  for  that  day. 

Q.  Suppose  in   those  classes  in   which    different  refiners  would  give  different 
quotations,  how  would  it  be  ?    A.  They  do  not. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  It  is  presumable  then  that  there  is  an  arrangement,  although  not  a  combina- 
tion?   A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  practically  refiners  fix  the  prices  at  which  retailors  get  it?  A.  Yes; 
practically. 

By  Mr.  Wood: 

Q.  There  is  a  definite  price  fixed  ?  A.  I  think  there  is.  They  quote  different 
prices,  but  that  occurs  sometimes  in  this  way :  One  refiner  may  quote  6|  in  Halifax 
«,nd  another  "7  in  Montreal,  because  there  may  be  a  trifling  difference  in  the  freight 
rate  from  Halifax  to  Montreal ;  but  if  there  were  two  refineries  working  in  Halifax, 
as  there  will  be  in  a  month  or  two,  the  prices  from  that  point  would  be  the  same. 

Q.  Do  you  know  ii  there  is  an  arrangement  between  the  refiners  or  not?  A.  I 
do  not ;  but  my  impression  is  that  there  is  no  definite  arrangement. 

Q.  There  is  one  other  point  that  some  of  us  are  not  clear  on .  When  you  say- 
that  wholesale  grocers  charge  f  of  a  cent  advance  on  15  barrel  lots,  and  J  cent  on 
small  lots,  do  they  pay  the  freight  out  of  that  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Suppose  a  wholesale  grocer  in  Hamilton  or  London  orders  sugar,  does  he  pay 
the  freight  from  Halifax  or  Moncton  out  of  that  ?  A.  If  he  is  a  Toronto  merchant, 
he  pays  the  freight  from  Montreal  to  Toronto,  presuming  that  he  ships  from 
Montreal.     (Exhibits  2  and  3) 

The  Chairman. — The  freight  clause  in  the  agreement  (Exhibit  1)  reads  as  follows : 
"  Parties  to  this  arrangement  to  have  the  privilege  of  delivering  sugars  to  all  points 
where  there  are  merchants  who  buy  such  sugars  from  the  manufacturers  direct,  but  no 
place  shall  be  considered  a  competing  point  until  after  notice  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Dominion  Wholesale  Grocers'  Guild  to  that  effect  has  been  mailed  to  the  several 
signers  of  this  agreement." 
By  Mr.  Wood  : 

Q.  Would  the  customer  get  the  benefit  of  freight  in  that  case  ?  A.  No  ;  if  a 
customer  in  Kingston  bought  sugar  in  Montreal  he  would  have  the  freight  paid  to 
Kingston.  I  may  state  that  such  cities  as  Ottawa,  Kingston,  Toronto  and  Hamilton, 
where  there  are  houses  entitled  to  buy  from  the  refiners  under  the  combination 
arrangements,  are  constituted  competing  points,  and  I  may  illustrate  the  freight 
basis  as  follows  :  The  price  to-day  for  15  barrels  of  granulated  sugar  delivered  in 
Kingston  or  any  other  of  these  competing  points,  and  the  Montreal  merchant  is 
allowed  to  pay  the  freight  from  Montreal,  or  in  other  words,  sell  at  7f  o.  delivered  in 
Kingston.  Secondly,  if  a  Montreal  merchant  sells  sugar  to  a  merchant,  say  in 
Napance,  he  ascertains  that  the  freight  from  Montreal  to  Napanee  is  2'J  cents  per 
100  lbs,,  whereas  from  Kingston  to  Napanee  the  freight  is  only  14  cents  per  100  lbs. 
Consequently  the  Montreal  merchant  may  allow  his  Napanee  customer  6  cents  per 
100  lbs.,  so  tuat  the  sugar  purchased  in  Montreal  will  cost  the  same  price  delivered 
in  Napanee  as  it  would  if  purchased  in  Kingston.  I  use  these  names  and  figures 
only  in  illustration . 

By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  Have  you  any  telegrams  or  correspondence  with  regard  to  the  arrangement  C 
A.  No.  1  understand  that  the  refiners  claimed  that  they  had  no  connection  with 
the  guild  in  this  matter.  I  have  a  few  telegrams  which  I  received  early  in  the 
year.  For  instance,  on  the  Slst  December  the  Moncton  sugar  refinery  telegraphed 
us  about  sugar  before  we  signed  the  sugar  agreement  that  they  would  give  us  sugar 
f.o.b.  cars  at  Montreal,  usual  terms,  with  2J  per  cent,  discount  if  guild  consents. 
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(Ex.  5  and  6.)     This  shows  it  was  a  question  between  them,  and  it  sets  at  rest  the- 
question   as   to   whether   there   is   any   arrangement   between   the  guild  and  the 
refineries.    I  understand  it  has  been  denied  and  that   is  the  only  reason  I  put  these 
telegrams  in  my  pocket. 

By  Mr-  Wood  ( Westmoreland) :  . 

Q.  What  I  have  heard  contended  was  that  they  were  not  members  ;  that  it  was 
agreed  on  between  the  refiner  and  the  guild  ?  A.  Only  the  refiners  can  answer  that 
question.  The  impression  may  prevail  from  the  fact  that  the  quotations  are  usually 
the  same. 

By  Mr.  Flynn  : 
Q.  Do  you  know  the  prices  at  the  Halifax  refinery,  and  the  Montreal  and 
Moncton  refineries  ?  Do  they  vary  ?  What  is  the  difference  ?  Is  it  the  same  quota.- 
tion  in  Montreal  and  Halifax?  A.  Not  invariably.  I  believe  any  arrangements 
which  may  have  existed  between  the  refineries  have  been  temporary.  They  have 
been  found  usually  unworkable,  but  such  arrangements  have  existed  from  time  to 
time  ;  but  between  these  times  there  have  been  occasions  when  we  could  buy  sugar 
l^th  of  a  cent  per  pound  cheaper  in  Halifax  than  in  Montreal,  but  as  a  rule  the  prices  , 
are  the  same. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  What  is  the  freight  from   Halifax  to  Montreal  ?     A.  Twenty  cents,  I   mean 
allowing  for  the  freight,  of  course. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.     It  might  be  also  under  these   circumstances  that  the   Halifax  grocer   could 
not  buy  it  from  the  Halifax  refinery  at  the  same  price  you  could  ?   A.  He  might  not. 
Q.  So  far  you  can  bay  a  little  cheaper  from  the  Halifax   refinery  than  yoa  can 
from  the  Montreal  refineries  ;   you  would   not  say  necessarily   that  the  Nova   Scotia- 
people  could  buy  cheaper  ?    A.  The  Halifax  refiner  soils  lower  in  Montreal  than  he 
does  locally  to  compete  with  our  Montreal  refineries. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth  :) 
Q.  Does  that  question  affect  this  case  ?     A.  Yes. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  (Reading  telegram)  "Will  ship  as  requested  if  yoa  accept  our  price  for  all 
shipments  without  the  2|  per  cent,  discount  until  guild  consents.  Wire  reply. 
Moncton  Sugar  Eefining  Company."  (Ex .  6.)  They  ask  the  same  price  less  the  2| 
percent?  A.  Yes.  That  defines  the  position  of  the  arrangement  between  the 
refineries  and  the  guild.  He  could  not  give  me  the  discount  unless  with  the  consent 
of  the  guild. 

Q.  The  price  was  just  the  same  as  sold  to  the  guild,  only  not  allowing  2|  per 
cent,  until  the  guild  consented  ?  A.  1  think  in  that  case  the  Moncton  refinery  were 
abrogating  part  of  the  arrangement  they  had  entered  into.  You  would  assume  that 
in  reading  the  telegrams  but  I  have  no  means  of  knowing  whether  it  was  or  not. 
This  was  yellow  sugar.  I  don't  know  what  price  they  sold  it  to  them  ;  at  the  same 
time  this  is  not  white  sugar.  I  could  not  tell  from  that  telegram  at  what  price  they 
sold  that  yellow. 

\  7°"  °^^^^  ^^^^  ^  pretty  good  idea  by  what  your  neighbor  was  selling  it  at, 
though  ?  A.  Not  if  it  referred  to  a  thousand  barrel  lot.  We  might  buy  a  thousand 
barrel  lot  considerably  cheaper  than  we  might  perhaps  buy  100  barrels.  1  merely 
produce  that  telegram  to  dispel  the  statement  that  refiners  have  no  connection  with 
the  guild. 

By  Mr.  Wood  (Westmoreland)  : 
Q.  What  practical   remedy  would  you  suggest  for  this?     A.  Simply  that  the 
ti-overnment  should  give  the  refiners  a  very  definite  option  between  ceasing  to  belong 
to  this  combination  and  a  lowering  of  the  duties  so  that  they  would  admit  all  outside 
^g&r,  give  them  the  simple  option  between  taking  their  proper  position  and  retiring, 
from  the  combination  or  lower  the  duties. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  You  think  there  is  no  other  remedy?    A.  I  don't  think  so» 
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By  Mr  Wood  (  Westmoreland') : 
A.   Would  that  affect  the  guild  combination  at  all  ?     A.   It  might  or  it  might 
not. 

By  the  Chairman ; 
Q.  Howwould  that  aflfect  the  Grocers' Guild.  They  might  still  combine,  They 
are  not  manufacturers,  and  yon  say  they  are  the  chief  sinners  in  the  whole  transaction. 
They  can  still  combine  to  keep  up  the  prices  of  sugar  to  the  retailer?  A.  They 
could  not  from  the  fact  that  they  could  not  get  a  combination  up  without  the  aid  of 
the  refiners, 

Q.  We  have  capes  of  other  combinations  being  kept  up  without  the  aid  of  the 
home  manufacturers  ?     A.  Well,  I  don't  think  so. 

Q.  In  coal  for  instance  ?    A.  Yes,  in  coal  there  may  be  that. 
Q.  There  is  no  home  manufacturers  ?    A.  Coal  is  not   manufactured   here,   of 
course. 

Q.  That  would  make  a  parallel  case  with   the  duty  taken  off  sugar  and  sugar 
not    manufactured  here,  there  would   be  a  parallel    case   with    coal?    A.  I  think 
the  refiners  would  accept  the  position  and  get  out  of  it  gracefully.    They  have  made 
mistake  by  going  into  this  combination. 
By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 
Q.  How  does  it  affect  the  oatmeal  combination  ?     A.  I  don't  know  anything 
at  all  about  it. 

By  the  Chairman  ; 
Q.  Tou  say  there  are  other  combinations  in  groceries  between  the  manufacturer 
and  the  dealer  here  in  Canada ;    name   what   articles  ?     A .  Well  there  is   baking 
powder  and  also  Eddy  matches. 

Q.  The  baking  powder  manufacturers  put  the  prices?  A.  No,  there  is  only 
the  Cook's  Friend  Baking  Powder  of  Montreal,  McLaren .  That  is  only  an  arrange- 
ment by  which  we  purchase  in  any  case. 

Q.  Then,  as  a  matter  of  principle,  you  object  to  the  sugar  combination — as  a 
matter  of  principle— but  you  don't  object  to  the  Cook's  Friend  on  the  same  principle 
because  it  is  a  smaller  matter  ?  A.  Well,  the  mere  fact  of  a  combination  of  price— 
the  consumer  buys  a  pound  of  Cook's  Friend  Baking  Powder.  He  uses  that  a  long 
time.  It  would  not  make  as  much  difference  as  the  advance  you  pay  on  sugar  in 
a  week. 

By  Mr.  Gillnwr : 
Q.  As  a  matter  of  principle  ?     A.   I  am  not  discussing  principle. 

By  the  Chairman  ; 
Q.  I  think  you  were  objecting  to  thejsugar  combination  on  principle?    A.  As 

a  business  principle.  . 

Q.  As  a  business  matter  you  make  more  by  being  in  a  sugar  combination  ttian 
by  being  out  of  it  ?  A.I  claim  that  it  is  better  to  be  out  of  it,  and  therefore  I  object 
to  be  into  it.  ,      . 

Q.  It  does  ensure  you  a  profit?  A.  It  might  pay  me  to  do  my  sugar  business 
without  a  profit,  and  if  it  occurs  to  me  to  present  my  friends  with  a  barrel  of  sugar 
I  should  be  at  perfect  liberty  to  do  so.  I  claim  the  liberty  so  long  as  I  pay  for  my 
goods  of  selling  them  at  any  price  that  suits  me  best. 

Q.  Name  the  other  combinations  ?  A.  That  is  the  only  one  that  occurred  to 
me.  I  think  there  is  a  combination  in  pickles  also,  but  I  am  not  inierested  in  them 
in  any  way. 

Q.  Tobacco?    A.  Yes.  ,.      .         t         i        n   .,*  *i, 

Q.  What  else.     A.  I  am  not  in  the  tobacco  combination,    I  simply  sell  at   the 

combination  price.     We  dare  not  do  otherwise.  ^     .     ^    ...      .  ♦„  ■<- 

Q.  You  agree  to  sell  at  4  cents  per  pound  advance  ?    A.  We  did  not  agree  to  it, 
we  haven't  signed  any  tobacco  papers ;  but  the  wholesale  grocers    gmld   we  know, 
as  a   matter  of  fact,  if  we  departed  from  this  price,  the  manufacturer  would  imme- 
diately suspend  our  supplies.  o     «    t  i,„-„  r,^+ 
Q.  You  don't  sell  at  anything  less  than  4  cents  advance  ?    A.  I  have  not. 
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By  Mr.  McKay  : 

Q.  ToQ  haven't  objected  to  this  tobacco  combine  publicly?     A.  No,  sir. 
By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  ; 

Q.  Would  this  remedy  you  propose  apply  to  tobacco?  A.  You  can  scarcely 
approach  the  manufacturer  of  tobacco  in  that  way.  We  haven't  entered  into  a  combi- 
nation. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Are  all  tobaccos  under  this  agreement  that  you  are  to  sell  at  an  advance  of 
4  cents.  Macdonald,  in  black  tobaccos,  has  control  of  the  market  ?  A.  Largely  so ; 
yes. 

Q.  Does  not  this  apply  to  colored  tobaccos.  Do  you  find  that  dealers  are  very 
anxious  to  sell  to  you.  For  instance,  that  new  manufacturer  in  Toronto,  Mc Alpine  ? 
A.  I  never  asked  that  question,  but  I  don't  think  they  would  sell  if  they  supposed 
we  were  going  to  sell  at  less  than  the  guild  price. 

Q.  They  are  in  the  guild  then  ?  A.  No,  they  are  not  in  the  guild,  but  the 
guild  sell  their  tobaccos  at  a  fixed  advance. 

Q.  The  guild  regulates  the  matter  and  they  control  the  refiner  and  the  manu- 
facturer just  the  same  as  they  do  the  sugar  refiner,  then  they  come  in  themselves  to 
cut  off  your  supply  ?  A.  Well  I  don't  know  exactly  the  modes,  but  I  know  the 
result. 

By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 

Q.  The  result  is  practically  the  same  ?     A.  Yes,  practically  the  same. 

Q.  Would  it  be  practicable  to  apply  the  same  remedy  as  to  sugar  ?    A.  Yes. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Is  that  the  only  remedy  you  can  suggest  ?  A.  That  is  the  only  remedy  I 
can  suggest,  or  that  a  law  should  be  introduced  defining  that  any  such  combination 
means  a  conspiracy  at  law,  I  hare  had  a  legal  opinion  given  me  already  that  this  is 
the  case,  but  opinion  must  differ  very  much,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  if  it  were 
clearly  defined  that  any  such  arrangement  as  exists  between  the  merchants  and  the 
refiners  amounted  in  law  to  a  conspiracy,  and  if  any  merchant  who  suffered  from 
that  could  take  action  under  that  law,  it  would  answer  the  purpose. 

Q.  Do  you  think  it  would  remeay  the  diflBculty  ?  A.  [t  would  remedy  the  dif- 
ficulty in  connection  with  the  sugar  agreement  within  24  hours  as  far  as  I  kn*- w. 

Q.  You  told  us  a  little  while  ago  that  it  would  be  better  to  lower  the  duty  ?  A. 
That  would  be  better  ;  perhaps  you  will  allow  me,  like  the  Quaker,  to  change  my 
mind. 

By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  As  I  understand  it,  you  would  make  a  law  by  which  conspiracy  as  an  ar- 
rangement between  the  wholesale  dealer  and  the  manufacturer  should  be  a  con- 
spiracy, but  when  it  was  an  arrangement  amongst  the  wholesalers  alone  it  would 
not  be  a  conspiracy  ?    A.  1  was  not  dealing  with  that  question  at  all. 

Q.  As  I  understand  Mr.  Lightboucd,  before  he  did  not  consider  it  at  all  wrong 
for  the  wholesalers  to  agree  amongst  themselves  for  any  definite  price  ?  A.  So  long 
as  the  wholesale  merchants  themselves  were  of  that  opinion,  but  when  they  turn 
around  and  say  "unless  you  abide  by  our  arrangements  you  will  have  to  go  out  of 
the  business  "—that  is  what  these  arrangements  mean— they  tried  to  force  us  into 
the  combination  or  out  of  the  business. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
^      Q- J'?'!  l^s^e  said  that  the  only  other   combinations   that   you   are   in    are   the 
tooksFriendBakingPowder,  Eddy's  matches,  and  all   Canadian   tobaccos?     A.  I 
said  beyond  that :  I  am  Lot  in  the  tobacco  arrangement,  but  they  were  sold  at  this 
price  and  if  we  did  otherwise  we  would  not  get  any  supplies. 

Q.  That  is  practically  the  same  ?    A,    Yes,  in  the  practical  workioff  of  it. 
By  Mr  Usher :  ®    ' 

Q.  Have  you  signed  any  agreement  for  Eddy's  matches  and  baking  powder  ? 
A.  We  were  obliged  to  do  it.     I  got  a  notice  from  Eddy's  agents  in  Montreal  H.  A. 
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Nelson  &  Sons,  that  we  could  not  have  any  more  matches,  and  we  had   to  sign   the 
arrangement. 

Q.  On  the  tobacco  question,  if  at  any  time  the  wholesale  combination  chose  to 
say  you  must  sign  an  agreement,  you  would  have  signed  that  agreement  ?  A.  Yes, 
I  would  have  signed  it  provided  the  manufacturer  took  the  same  position  as  the 
guild . 

By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 
Q.  What  is   the   profit  on    mutches?     A.  Well,  they  have  a  scale  of  profits.    I 
think  anything  under  five  cases  tho  profit  is  50  cents  per  case  and  over  five  cases  25 
cents  per  case. 

Q.  What  per  cent,  would  that  be  about  ?     A.  It  would  be  about  8  or  10  per  cent. 

By  Mr.  Guillet  : 
Q.  The  manufactorers  regulate  these  prices?     A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 
Q.  What  do  you  consider  that,  a  tair  profit  or  a  large  profit  ?    A.  It  is  a  pretty 
good  profit  lor  grocers,  10  per  cent. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  What  do  you  give  for  a  case  of  matches  ?     A.  We  sometimes  pay  82.00  a  case 
aad  sometimes  $3.00.     Eddy's  matches,  if  I  remember  rigbt,  the  price  is  82.50  and 
$3.00  a  case,  that  is  cost  price. 

By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 
Q.  Can  you  suggest  any  remedy  for  that  ?     Yoa  consider  that  a  grievance  do 
you  ?     A.  Not  as  telling  a  grievance  as  the  sugar  combination. 

Q.  Does  it  not  involve  the  same  principle,  would  not  the  law  applicable  to  the 
one  apply  to  the  other  ?  I  understand  you  deal  in  matches  ?  A.  1  aaid  I  objected 
to  this  on  business  principles.  He  is  taking  it  on  very  moral  principles,  I  am 
simply  taking  it  on  business  principles,  as  the  sugar  combination  affects  me. 

Q.  I  was  not  speaking  on  the  moral  aspect  of  the  question,  I  was  speaking  on 
business  principles.  The  manufacture  of  sugar  and  the  manufacture  of  matches  as 
between  them,  I  asked  you  if  the  same  remedy  that  applies  to  sugar  would  apply  to 
matches,  or  whether  one  was  a  grievance  in  the  same  sense  as  the  other  ?  A.  One 
is  not  a  grievance  in  the  same  sense  as  the  other,  for  this  reason  that  we  in  oar 
limited  business  turn  over  something  like  $300,000  or  $100,000  worth  of  sugar  every 
year.  We  turn  over  probably  about  $3,000  or  $1,000  perhaps,  within  $10,000  of  all 
these  other  articles,  including  tobacco,  on  which  there  is  a  combination. 
By  Mr.  McKay: 
Q.  But  the  question  of  sugar  is  a  more  serious  one  ?     A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  One  interferes  with  business  considerably  while  the  >other  does  only  to  a 
very  trifling  extent  ?     A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 
Q.  Mere  business  principles  involved  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Would  not  the  same  remedy  be  applicable  in  principle  to  the  other  articles  ? 
A.  It  might  or  it  might  not.  I  am  not  aware  that  we  could  import  the  same  matches 
as  cheaply  from  outside  sources  as  we  can  get  them  here.  These  are  cheaper  in 
Canada  than  in  any  other  country. 

Q,  Then  a  protective  duty  on  matches  does  not  affect  the  price  as  far  as  they  are 
concerned?    A.  No. 

Q,  The  profit  on  matches  is  20  percent.,  but  on  single  cases  only  10  per  cent. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q,.  I  understood  yoa  to  say  that  the  profit  on  a  box  was  50  cents,  which  would 
be  20  per  cent.  ?    A.  25  to  50  cents  on  the  box.     When  lam  speaking  of  them,  I  am 
speaking  of  the  definite  arrangements  on  Eddy's  matches — 552.50  to  83  per  box. 
Q.  Vou  make  50  cents  a  box  on  them  ?     A.   Yes. 

Q.  Twenty  per  cent,  in  that  case  and  in  the  sugars  only  five  per  cent.  ?  A.  That 
might  be  the  case,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact,  all  the  matches  we  sell  in  the  year  does 
not  amount  to  much  as  regards  our  business.     Sugar,  perhaps  represents  one-third  of 
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a  wholesale  grocer's  business,  and  for  many  reasons  it  is  objectionable  to  us,  and 
especially  from  the  standpoint  that  I  claim  the  right  to  sell  sugar  at  any  price  at 
which  I  see  fit.  It  is  altogether  unfair  that  by  this  combination  we  have  to  sell  at  a 
certain  price. 

By  Mr.  Wood  {Westmoreland) : 

Q.  Mr.  Lightbonnd,  the  reason,  if  I  understand  you  aright,  is  that  the  reduction 
of  the  duties  on  matches  would  not  affect  the  principles  involved.  You  could  not 
import  the  matches?  A.  I  do  not  think  that  we  should  import  them  or  attempt  to 
import  them.     It  is  a  small  matter.     We  would  never  sell  enough  to  bother  about. 

Q.  Supposing  the  duties  on  sugar  were  reduced,  would  that  really  prevent  the 
refiners  from  entering  into  an  arrangement  with  the  Grocers'  Goild  or  the  wholesale 
grocers  ?    A.  No ;  but  it  would  make  it  interesting  for  the  refiners, 

Q.  How  would  it?  A.  If,  under  a  tariff  of  $1.50  per  100  lbs.  and  35  per  cent. 
ad  valorem  and  *l\  per  cent,  on  the  total  duty,  we  could  bring  in  sugar  last  year  and 
compete  with  the  refinery  prices,  and  stay  outside  of  the  combination,  it  would  be 
very  simple  if  the  duties  were  lower. 

Q.  Could  not  the  refiners,  under  any  arrangement  of  duties,  combine  and  obtain 
from  the  wholesale  grocers  whatever  profit  or  protection  the  duties  gave  them? 
A.  No,  because  we  could  bring  in  outside  sugars  and  prevent  it. 

Qi  If  the  duties  gave  them  no  protection  at  all  they  could  combine  and  make 
whatever  profit  that  protection  gave  them  up  to  that  time  ?  A.  Up  to  that  point. 
If  under  this  high  tariff  we  could  do  it,  it  would  be  very  much  easier  if  the  tariff  were 
lower. 

Q,  Then  if  1  understand  you,  that  principle  would  involve  the  necessity  of  the 
Government,  in  arranging  the  duties,  to  determine  the  profit  that  the  refiners  should 
make  ?     A.  I  do  not  exactly  see  that  point. 

Q  Well,  the  Government  would  determine  the  point  at  which  these  foreign 
sugars  could  be  imported  and  compete  with  the  domestic  manufacture  ?  A.  I  suppose 
they  claim  to  have  done  that  already. 

Q.  The  principle  you  suggest,  that  is  regulating  the  tariff,  would  be  imposing 
upon  the  Government  the  necessity  of  doing  that  and  to  decide  when  the  refiners 
were  making  a  fair  profit  ?  A.  The  Government,  I  suppose,  have  done  that  already 
in  fixing  it  at  one  and  a-half  cents  per  lb.  and  35  per  cent,  ad  valorem  and  7^  per 
cent,  upon  the  total  duty.  They  have  assumed  that  was  necessary  in  order  that 
the  refineries  should  exist  here. 

Q.  That  may  be,  but  that  does  not  necessarily  fix  the  profits  of  the  refiners  as  I 
understand  it.  They  have  decided  that  on  different  principles  that  it  was  necessary 
to  have  a  high  protective  duty  in  order  to  enable  sugar  to  be  refined  in  Canada.  Do 
you  know  the  bounties  that  are  paid  in  Germany  and  France  on  refined  sugars  ?  A. 
Something  like  two  and  a  half  cents  per  pound. 

Q.  On  refined  sugars  for  export?    A.   About  that. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  The  export  bounty.  What  is  the  export  bounty  in  the  States?  A.  The 
bounty  in  the  States  is  S2.40. 

By  Mr.  Wood  (Westmoreland); 

Q.  A  orawback  ?  A.  Yes,  I  cannot  tell  you  whether  that  drawback  represents 
the  actual  duty  on  raw  material  or  whether  it  constitutes  the  bounty  or  not.  I 
understand  it  does  constitute  a  bounty  of  20  cents  per  100  pounds.  I  am  not  stating 
my  own  opinion,  but  I  am  merely  giving  the  current  impression. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  bounties  in  France  and  Germany  have  been 
lowered  recently  ?     A.   I  do  not. 

Q.  I  am  informed  that  they  are  lower  now  than  they  were  in  18&7  ?  A.  I  do 
not  know. 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  eay  what  reduction  should  be  made  in  duties  at  the 
present  time  to  accomplish  the  object  you  speak  of?  A,  No,  I  am  too  modest  to  do 
that.     I  leave  that  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  countries  to  determine. 
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Q.  The  Legislatures  are  anxious  to  get  information  from  practical  men,  because 
we  really  do  not  know,  at  least,  I  for  one  don't.  Suppose  the  duties  weio  reduced 
to-day  to  the  point  that  you  speak  of?     A.  I  have  not  spoken  of  any  point. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  the  remedy  for  this  was  to  reduce  the  duties  to 
a  point  that  foreign  sugars  would  be  imported  without  allowing  the  refiners  to  make 
too  large  a  profit.  Tou  have  not  said  jast  what  that  profit  should  be  as  I  understand. 
Suppose  that  was  done  to-day  and  the  tariff  in  either  the  United  States  or  Prance  or 
Germanv — that  is  the  export  duty  or  drawback  on  exported  sugar — was  changed  so 
as  to  pay  a  larger  or  smaller  bounty,  how  would  that  affect  it  ?  A.  I  do  not  quite 
follow  that. 

Q.  Suppose,  that  with  the  existiog  tariffs  in  the  United  States  or  France  or 
Germany  our  tariff  was  so  arranged  that  foreign  sugar  would  be  imported  at  the 
present  time ;  if  there  was  a  change  made  in  the  export  duty  of  these  different  coun- 
tries, that  would  necessitate  a  change  in  our  tariff  ?     A.  To  correspond  ? 

Q.  Yes,  to  correspond.  We  would  really  then  be  changing  our  tariff  whenever  the 
export  duly  was  changed  in  other  countries  ?  A.  You  may  be  called  upon  to  do  that 
under  the  present  tariff. 

Q .  If  the  present  tariff  was  much  higher  than  was  necessary  to  keep  out  import- 
ed sugar  was  it  not  the  result  of  having  been  fixed  when  the  bounties  were  higher 
in  those  countries  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  And  alter  the  relative  condition  of  things  ?  A.  No,  because  our  importations 
last  year  were  from  England  where  there  was  no  drawback  whatever,  no  duty  and 
no  drawback.  I  do  not  see  how  that  affects  the  case,  because  your  tariff  is  always 
liable  to  being  changed  by  the  alteration  of  the  duties  of  other  countries.  If  the 
United  States  changed  the  duty  on  tobacco,  you  would  have  to  change  it  here  to 
correspond . 

By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  The  raw  sugar  that  is  used  by  the  Glasgow  refiners  would  be  beet  sugar,  upon 
which  there  was  a  bounty  ?     A.  To  some  extent,  I  think  they  mix  it. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  That  Glasgow  sugar  is  not  pure  cane  sugar  then  ?     A.  I  could  not  state  that. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  state  that  to  Mr.  Guillet  ?    A.  No. 
By  Mr.  Quillet  : 

Q.  They  manufacture  granulated  sugar  out  of  beet  root  ?  A.  I  think  they 
mix  it.  A  refiner  could  only  tell  you  that.  There  may  be  a  small  percentage  of 
cane. 

Q.  The  percentage  of  cane  is  not  more  than  20  per  cent.,  is  it  not?  A.' I  do 
not  know. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q,  What  is  the  cost  of  Scotch  granulated  sugar  laid  down  in  Montreal,  the   cur- 
rent quotation  ?     A.I  fancy  Mr.  Mathewson    would  be   able  to  answer  that   more 
definitely,  I  think  it  TTOuld  be  about  'Zjc.  per  lb. 
By  Mr.  Fisher: 

Q.  What  is  the  price  in  Glasgow  ?    A.  Seventeen  shillings. 

Q.  Three  and  a  half  cents  per  lb.  ?    A.  And  7Jo.  here. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  is  the  cost  of  granulated  sugar  in  Montreal  to-day  ?    A.    Seven   cents. 
less,  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  to  those  in  the  combination.     (Exhibits  2  and  3.) 
By  Mr.  Boyle: 

Q.  Seventeen  shillings  for  112  lbs.  ?    A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 

Q.  The  price  of  granulated  sugar  today  in  Montreal  is  seven  cents  \>vr  lb.,  less 
two   and  a-half  cents  discount  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q,     There  is  no  discount  on  imported  sugar  ?    A.  No,  you  can   get  a  discount 
in  Scotland  if  you  buy  it  at  17  shillings. 
By  Mr.  Boyle: 

Q.  Mr.  Lightbound,  you  eay  you  think  that  there  is  no  combination  as  to  prices 
among  refiners  ?    A .  1  do  not  think  so  at  present. 
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Q.  You  submitted  a  telegram  here  from  the  Monoton  refinery  which  was  in 
effect  an  agreement  to  ship  goods  at  certain  prices,  provided  the  guild  consented  ? 
A.  Yes,  to  allow  a  certain  discount. 

Q.  The  entire  consent  of  the  guild  was  necessary.  There  were  two  telegrams, 
as  I  understand  it  ?  A.  They  were  pretty  much  about  the  same  thing.  It  was 
simply  to  prove  the  connection  between  the  refiners  and  the  guild.  (Exhibits  5 
and  6.) 

By  Mr.  Fisher : 

Q.  You  could  not  get  the  sugar  unless  the  guild  consented  ?  A.  I  could  not  get 
the  discount. 

By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  This  combine  is  altogether  among  the  wholesale  grocers  ?  A.  The  whole- 
sale grocers  and  refiners, 

Q.  Was  there  not  a  rod  of  terror  held  over  the  refiners  by  the  wholesale  grocers  ? 
A.  You  can  call  it  what  you  like.  It  amounts  to  one  and'  the  same  thing  in  the  end. 
The  refiners  do  not  sell  to  us.  The  proof  of  that  is  in  the  telegram  and  also  in  the 
fact  that  the  refiners  have  a  list  of  the  members  of  the  combination  in  the  office. 

Q,  Bat  the  fact  appears  to  be  that  while  the  refiners  have  not  a  fixed  price  on 
their  sugars  the  wholesale  grocers  have  a  fixed  price  for  selling  them.  This  Monc- 
ton  refinery  appeared  anxious  to  transact  some  business  with  you,  did  it  not?  A. 
Under  restraint. 

Q.  Under  the  wholesale  grocers.     They  put  themselves  in  that  position  because 
the  wholesale  grocers  can  boycott  them .     While   on  the  one  hand  the  wholesale 
grocers  are  dictating  terms  to  the  retailer,  they  are  on  the  other  hand  dictating  terms 
to  the  refiners?     A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  McKay: 

Q.  The  refiners  went  into  the  guild  for  the   same  reason    as    Mr.   Lightbound  ? 
A,  Not  in  the  guild.    They  simply  signed  the  agreement. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  Coerced  into  it  in  a  measure  by  the  wholesale  grocers'  guild  ?  A:  They 
were  coerced  into  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  They  put  the  screw  on  the  refiners  ?    A.  The  individual  refiners  were  pro- 
bably coerced,  but  the   refiners  in  the  first  place  had  a  clear  position.     They  might 
have  said:  "  Gentlemen,  we  cannot  do  it."     What  could  the  merchants  do  ?     They 
could  not  get  the  sugar  anywhere  else. 
By  Mr.  Flynn : 

Q.  Did  they  dictate  to   the   refiners?     A.  Every  Friday,  as  I  understood  it,  the 

secretary  of  the  guild  will  go  into  the  refinery  office  and  will  say :  "  What   is   your 

price  for  granulated    to-day?"  and  if  he  says  seven  cents,  then  he  sends  out  that 

figure  as  the  price,  with  an  advance  of  f  of  a  cent  to  those  who  are  not  in  the  guild. 

By  Mr.  McDougall  (Pictou)  : 

Q.  As  to  these  combinations,  do  you  know  any  country  where  it  has  been 
declared  a  conspiracy  to  fix  the  prices  'in  thifi  way?  A.  I  have  been  told  of  a  case 
that  was  tried  in  the  United  States  some  year  or  two  ago,  and  that  the  matter  had 
been  decided  to  be  a  conspiracy;  bat  I  never  had  the  particulars  of  the  case.  After 
that  I  had  a  legal  opinion,  and  my  solicitor  told  me  that  all  the  parties  to  this, 
ineludicfj  the  refiners,  were  open  to  indictment  for  conspiracy.  I  did  not  go  on  with 
the  matter,  because  I  found  I  would  have  to  go  into  the  criminal  courts,  and  I  did 
not  wish  to  do  that.  Most  of  these  gentlemen,  although  I  differ  from  them  in  this 
matter,  are  my  friends,  and  we  do  not  want  to  bring  the  matter  into  the  criminal 
courts  if  it  can  be  avoided. 
By  Mr.  McKay  : 

Q.  The  result  of  what  I  have  heard  you  say  is  this :  The  guild  has  succeeded  in 
fixing  it  so  that  wholesale  dealers  make  a  profit  of  not  more  than  5  per  ojnt.  on 
sugar?    A.  On  an  even  market. 
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Q.  Tou  don't  object  to  the  prices,  but  the  principle  of  being  forced  into  this 
association  ?  A.  Yes ;  it  is  a  matter  of  opinion  whether  5  per  cent,  is  too  great  a 
profit  or  not.  There  is  nothing,  however,  to  prevent  this  association  from  making 
the  advance  double  what  it  is  to-day.  There  is  nothing  to  prevent  these  sugar  com- 
binations, which  are  satisfied  with  5  per  cent,  to-day,  not  being  satisfied  with  16  per 
cent,  next  year. 

By  Mr.  Fisher : 

Q.  And  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  them  making  an  arrangement  with  the 
retail  guild  ?     A.  They  might  do  so, 

Q.  Was  it  not  because  you  and  Mr.  Matthewson  were  outside  the  guild  that 
some  of  these  retail  men  were  able  to  get  supplies  ?    A.  Yes,  to  some  extent. 


J.  A.  Matthewson  sworn. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Would  you  kindly  make  your  statement?  A.  The  sugar  combination  as  it 
exists  to-day  had  its  origin  in  the  guild.  The  first  of  it  was  in  Montreal.  It  was  first 
called  the  Wholesale  Grocers'  Association,  I  believe,  for  I  never  joined  it,  and  was  in 
Montreal.  From  Montreal  this  association  spread  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  as 
the  list  before  you  will  show,  to  London,  Hamilton,  Brantford  and  other  places.  In 
all  some  eight  or  nine  places.  These  guilds  or  associations— they  call  them  guilds 
in  the  west,  I  believe — are  all  practically  one  in  spirit.  To  this  thing  I  will  positively 
and  persistently  object.  They  are  wrong  in  principle  and  from  the  first  I  objected  to 
having  anything  to  do  with  it.  The  reason  is  clear  in  my  mind.  By  very  gentle 
persuasion  and  a  good  deal  of  oil,  I  was  first  approached  to  join  this  thing  in  Montreal, 
but  I  did  not  walk  into  that  parlor  and  I  have  not  walked  in  since,  because  I  maintain 
the  right  to  conduct  the  business  I  have  to  do  with  as  I  think  proper.  I  will,  if  you 
will  allow  me,  show  why  I  objected  to  the  origination  of  this  thing.  My  position  in 
this  matter  may  be  different  from  some  others.  This  is  an  association  of  wholesale 
grocers.  My  objections  are  based  on  three  articles,  Nos.  15  and  16  (Exhibit  7)  of 
the  main  articles  and  No.  6  of  the  subsequent  series  of  resolutions.  Up  to  fifteen  and 
sixteen  they  are  in  substance  principles  to  which  I  have  no  objection,  that  is  to  have 
an  association  for  the  general  good,  all  of  which  I  approve  of,  Fifteen  reads : — 
"  That  there  shall  be  a  committee  of  three  elected  by  ballot  at  the  annual  meeting  to 
serve  for  one  year,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  revise  and  fix  lowest  selling  prices  on 
any  article  or  articles  that  may  be  unanimously  agreed  upon  by  the  association,  and 
whenever  any  change  takes  place  on  the  manufacturers'  or  producers'  regular  price 
list,  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  notify  every  member  of  this  association  of  such  price  in 
any  manner  they  think  best."^^^. 
Article  16  is  as  follows : — 

"  Any  firm  or  individual  belonging  to  this  association  who  shall  sell  the 
articles  stipulated,  or  allow  them  to  be  sold  for  less  than  the  prices  fixed  by  the 
committee,  shall  be  reported  to  the  committee  of  arbitration,  and  upon  conviction  of 
that  fact  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  committee,  said  member  shall  be  expelled  from  the 
association  by  a  majority  of  the  voles  at  any  regular  meeting,  a  vote  of  censure  shall 
be  placed  on  the  records  and  reported  to  all  the  manufacturers  of  the  articles  in 
question." 

As  to  the  secrecy  of  this  association  the  rules  say  (Exhibit  7)  :— "Members  of 
this  association  shall  he  in  honor  bound  to  keep  strictly  secret  any  of  the  affairs  of  the 
association,"  This  is  the  affair  of  four  years  ago,  but  I  have  reason  to  believe  that 
the  others  are  substantially  the  eame,  the  only  difference  being  that  they  are  called 
guilds  and  the  Montreal  one  called  itself  an  association.  It  is  practically  the  same 
thing  with  authority  centreing  in  Toronto,  This  is  my  opinion  from  information 
gathered  in  various  ways,  of  course.  This  Dominion  Guild  started  with  some  other 
articles.     It   started   with  coal  oil,  for   instance.     First,   the  parties  were  to  sell  a 
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certain  number  of  barrels  at  a  certain  price,  and  a  certain  other  number  at  another 
price,  and  deliver  certain  quantities;  but  in  a  very  short  time  this  was  broken  up. 
The  thing  was  broken  through  and  it  came  to  nothing.  We  were  told  very  distinctly 
if  we  refused  to  sign  it :— "  Well,  it  will  be  made  pretty  hot  for  you,  and  you  will  not 
get  any  goods  from  any  quarters."  However,  we  managed  to  get  goods  all  along. 
We  have  managed  to  get  sugar  notwithstanding  all  these  arrangements  that 
have  been  carried  out  to  prevent  us  doing  so.  Another  reason  why  I  object  to  it  is, 
I  have  been  a  long  while  in  business  ;  longer  than  any  of  these  gentlemen  who  came 
to  me ;  and  to  be  put  at  the  disposal  of  any  committee  who  might  come  into  my  house 
and  say  :  "  We  will  fix  the  price  of  this  thing  and  we  will  insist  on  the  prices  of 
these  things  being  so  and  so,"  was  one  of  the  reasons  why  I  distinctly  opposed  it.  I 
had  my  own  judgment  about  this  matter  that  it  was  wrong,  and  I  also  had  a  long 
experience  giving  me  to  understand  that  matters  of  this  kind  never  came  to  any- 
thing. There  were  always  ways  of  defeating  it. 
By  Mr.  Landry  : 

Q.  You  were  not  afraid  of  it  being  less  profitable  to  you  ?  A.  We  had  to  take 
all  the  risk  of  being  crushed  out  of  any  of  these  articles. 

Q.  Had  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  the  action  of  this  committee  would  in 
any  way  let^sen  your  profits  ?  A.  I  did  not  enter  into  it.  I  thought  it  was  a  matter 
of  right  and  wrong. 

Q.  The  object  was  to  increase  the  profits  ?  A.  I  dare  say  they  had  such  an  object; 
but  I  intended  to  carry  on  my  own  affairs  as  I  saw  fit.  The  whole  thing  is  wrong. 
This  thing,  however,  has  continued  and  we  have  been  badgered  and  worried  and  an- 
noyed by  all  possible  annoyances  since  that  period  with  various  articles .  We  have 
managed  under  Divine  Providence  to  sustain  ourselves  ever  since,  notwithstanding  all 
this ;  but  the  culmination  of  this  affair  has  been  in  this  sugar  matter.  When  the  con- 
versation has  been  upon  this  matter,  we  have  been  asked  :  "  Can  nothing  be  done  ?  " 
Of  course,  1  cannot  honorably  as  a  merchant  object  to  anything  being  done  that  is 
honorable.  We  could  sell  sugar  in  an  honorable  way.  I  see  very  strong  reasons, 
however,  for  objecting  to  a  secret  committee  selecting  certain  articles  and  then  say 
to  those  who  will  not  go  in  with  us  to  carry  out  our  articles  shall  be  boycotted  and 
subjected  to  pains  and  penalties  by  the  worst  inquisition  that  Canada  has  ever  seen. 
It  is  the  greatest  conspiracy  this  country  has  ever  seen,  this  sugar  combination. 
From  the  first  we  were  given  a  certain  time  to  sign  these  papers — papers  which,  as 
Mr.  Lightbound  has  said,  had  to  be  signed  about  the  end  of  April.  We  refused,  and 
then  we  had  visits  from  distinguished  parties  from  a  distance.  The  gentlemen  from 
a  distance  came  down  to  squeeze  us  in  Montreal,  and  went  around  and  got  signatured ; 
amongst  others  they  got  the  names  of  certain  parties  who  were  in  the  retail  business. 
They  got  their  names  amongst  the  early  signatures ;  but  you  see  by  this  blotting 
out  (Exhibit  1)  that  they  are  not  on  the  list  now.  They  were  iQade  use  of  as  tools  to 
carry  out  this  outrageous  arrangement  and  having  made  use  of  them  they  were  dis- 
pensed with,  very  greatly  to  their  annoyance  and  wrong.  That  is  the  position  that 
occupies.  They  started  as  Mr.  Lightbound  very  properly  stated  with  refined  white 
sugar,  or  refined  hard,  or  whatever  you  may  like  to  call  it  to  distinguish  it  from  the 
yellows.  One  fourth  of  a  cent  was  put  on  those  who  refused  to  sign  those  papers, 
as  it  is  here  on  record .     They  put  one- fourth  of  a  cent  on  all  refined  sugars. 

Q.  Did  the  refiners  do  that  or  the  wholesale  dealers  ?  A.  I  did  not  get  into  the 
secret,  seeing  it  was  a  secret.  They  had  it  among  themselves.  One  did  not  take  it 
and  another  did  not  get  it,  like  robbers  ;  but  in  the  meantime  we  had  to  pay  th6 
money,  and  I  would  like  to  get  it  back  again.  I  would  like  to  get  it  back  with  the 
return  mentioned  in  the  Good  Book :  "  If  anyone  has  done  wrong,  he  shall  return 
him  fourfold." 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  That  would  be  a  good  profit?  A.  It  would  be  only  right  from  a  mlan  whb 
would  do  such  a  thing.  That  money  was  paid  from  the  month  of  May  until  July. 
Here  are  the  invoices.    One  here  begins  21st  of  May,  because  we  had  laid  in  a  con- 
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-aiderable  supply  for  what  was  wanted.    The  first  invoice  is  small.     Here  is  one  in 
June  for  $2,235,  granulated  sugar,  on  which  we  paid  one  quarter  of  a  cent  per  lb. 
more   than   those   who   signed   the   agreement.     Here  is  another  $2,215,   and  we 
have  not  got  that  money  back,  and  should  very  much  like  to   get  it.    These  bills 
were  paid  on  until  July.    Here  is  another  $1,808,  and  so  on.     We  submitted  to  the 
loss ;  said  nothing  ;  felt  a  good  deal.     I  feel  that  four  times  added  would  not  be  a  bad 
idea,  and  I  feel  that  in  this  British  colony,  a  British  subject  of  50  years'  standing 
should  be  so  treated  is  a  disgrace  to  the  country  and  a  disgrace  to  the  Government 
to  permit  it.     I  consider  the  thing  a  conspiracy,  without  any  hesitation,  of  the  most 
unlawful  and  outrageous  character.     However,  these  western   gentlemen   confined 
themselves  to  a  visit  to  Montreal  and  joined  with  the  refiners.     They  joined  with  the 
refiners  ;    do  not  forget  this.     In  the  end  of  June  or  the  6th  of  July  this  thing  cul- 
minated.    Seeing  these  recalcitrant  folks,  "  these  rebels  against  our  dictation,"  they 
said :  "  We  will  put  half  a  cent  on  refined  sugars."     I  got  the  intimation.     I  was 
practically  alone  at  that  time ;  that  is,  other  folks  connected  with  our  business  were 
absent.     I  sent  across  the  ocean.     Up  to  that  time  our  tariff  was  such  that  we  did 
not  deem  it   possible    to    import    sugars    that   would  suit  for  granulated.      We 
knew  that  the  good  will  of  our  neighbors  had  been  damaged  to  carry  out  the  designs 
of  the  refiners.     We  knew  that ;  that  instead  of  meeting  the  duty  honorably  we  were 
compelled  to  pay  duty  to  the  refiners.     The  tariff  ran   to  pay  long   prices  in   the 
United  States,  making  importation  from  the  United  States  a  practical  impossibility. 
We  thereby  incurred,  I  say,  the  ill-will  of  our  neighbors  most  decidedly  by  levying  a 
tariff  which  largely  meant  them.    There  were  other  nations ;  but  other   nations  do 
not  make  this  sugar.     We  did  not  know  they  were  made  in  Great  Britain,  or  Holland 
or  France,  or  in  any  country.      These  granulated  sugars  we  knew,  and  the  trade 
knew,  were  practically  to  be  found  only  in  Canada  and  the  United  States.     We  were 
practically  told  :  "  Tou  cannot  get  that  from  the  United  States,  because  our  friends 
the  refiners  have  a  tariff  in  their  favor,"  knowing  that  we  had  got  hold  of  the  idea 
that  sugars  could  not  be  got  from  other  countries.     I  sent   a   telegram  across  the 
ocean  that  night. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth) : 
Q.  Did  they  send  you  notice  of  ^  cent  increase  ?    A.  It   was   sent  to  me.    We 
sent  a  notice  across  the  ocean  that  night  and  the  reply  came   next  day   offering   for 
500  or  1,000  packages  and  they  sent  samples. 

Q.  From  what  part  ?  A.  Liverpool.  The  answer  came  next  day  and  the  sub 
stance  of  it  was  offering  us  sugar  at  a  price  that  made  it  strictly  impossible  with  the 
high  tariff,  to  import. 

By  Mr.  Fisher : 

Q.  Can  you  remember  the  price  ?    A.  Something  about  sixteen  and  three  pence. 

Q.  How  much  in  cents  ?  A.  It  runs   equivalent   to   about  6f  cents   duty   paid. 

'  The  answer  came,  however,  and  our  folks  had  doubts  that  these  sugars  would  pay  us, 

so  completely  were  we  in  the  hands  of  the  refiners.     Then   there   were   doubts  that 

these  sugars  would  answer  the  purpose. 

Q.  At  what  price  was  the  guild  getting  their  sugars  at  that  time  ?  A.  The 
sugars  then  were  about  6J  cents  to  the  guild.  They  were  raised  up  immediately. 
There  was  an  arrangement  made  between  the  parties,  and  two  screws  began 
to  be  turned,  and  the  next  week  an  eighth  went  and  shortly  after  another 
eighth  went,  and  the  screws  were  turned  further  until  the  destruction  of  the  St. 
Lawrence  refinery  when  the  jump  was  distinct  and  from  thence  high  prices  have 
been  maintained  until  about  the  month  of  January,  until  the  drop  began.  I  don't 
think  there  has  been  a  drop  during  all  this  time  until  this.  The  substance  of  the 
communication  from  England  was  that  we  could  get  sugar  ;  still  we  had  doubts  and 
told  them  to  send  samples  and  the  samples  came.  Then  came  the  distinct  importa- 
tion arising  from  these  causes  and  these  sugars  took  the  place  of  our  Canadian 
granulated  sugars.  They  saw  these  facts,  saw  that  we  were  not  crushed  and  then 
they  held  the  other  meetings  to  which  he  refers  in  December  and  6J  per  cent,  on 
sugars  was  put,  equivalent  probably  to  80  cents  a  barrel  or  $800  per  1,000  barrels. 
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On  10,000  barrels  this  would  be  $8,000  taken  from  those  who  refused  to  submit  to 
this  iniquitous  arrangement,  thus  abandoning  their  manliness  and  mercantile  ideas 
to  such  an  irresponsible  and  unlawful  tribunal.  In  December  this  meeting  referred 
to,  was  held  with  the  result  that  Mr.  Lightbound  says,  of  adding  80  cents  a  barrel. 
From  the  first  to  the  last,  we  have  refused  submission,  and  I  made  the  remark  when 
this  thing  was  presented  first,  that  this  matter  could  only  be  submitted  to  as  one 
yields  to  the  highwayman  with  a  pistol  at  his  head  and  says  :  "  Your  money  or  your 
life,"  That  is  my  view  commercially,  morally  and  financially  of  this  combination. 
My  view  was  that  then  and  that  is  my  opinion  now. 
By  Mr.  Bain  ( WentwortK)  : 

Q.  You  know  this  arrangement  still  exists?  A.  I  know  it  exists,  and  it  existed 
in  1886  when  I  refused  to  submit  to  the  combination  —this  conspiracy,  combination 
is  hardly  the  term  for  it.  I  see  there  is  a  strong  idea  abroad  that  the  refiners  were 
not  associated  with  this  thing.  The  thing  would  not  have  lasted  one  hour  if  the 
refiners  had  had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  It  originated  with  the  grocers  ?  A.  I  cannot  say  much  about  the  origination. 
I  say  it  was  a  wrong  on  the  start,  that  they  should  take  upon  themselves  to  conspire 
to  be  dictated  to  by  an  irresponsible  committee  of  three  as  to  what  goods  should  be 
selected.  I  have  nothing  more  to  say  about  this  except  the  amount  of  worry  and 
inconvenience  brought  about  by  this  outrage.  If  any  British  subject  had  been  in 
the  middle  of  Africa  and  had  been  treated  in  connection  with  a  matter  of  this  sort  as 
we  have  been  treated,  it  would  have  been  crushed  at  once  by  a  British  fleet  sent  for 
the  purpose.  It  is  every  man's  right  to  manage  his  own  business  without  these 
irresponsible  tribunals.  If  a  man  cannot  manage  his  own  business  it  is  time  that  he 
tried  some  other  honest  occupation.  If  they  come  to  interfere  with  vested  rights 
without  knowing  anything  at  all  about  it  they  have  mistaken  their  calling.  I  would 
strongly  suggest  that  these  men  try  some  other  line  of  business.  Our  prices  have 
been  raised  ever  since  the  combination  started  and  it  is  to  the  advantage  of  the 
refiners,  and  they  have  lowered  the  quality  of  the  yellow  refined  sugar;  the  quality 
never  was  lower  than  it  has  been  or  was  till  the  end  of  the  year.  We  never  haid 
such  a  poor  quality  of  sugar,  and  the  retail  grocers  throughout  the  country  will 
confirm  the  statement ;  we  never  had  such  an  extremely  objectionable  quality,  and 
sticky. 

Q .  To  what  do  you  attribute  that  stickiness  ?     A.  Defective  manufacture. 

Q.  Glucose  ?  A.  I  cannot  say.  I  am  not  in  the  secrets  of  the  refiners.  Here  is 
a  bill  of  100  barrels  and  the  weights  run  279,  233,  276,  280  and  so  on,  while  the  last 
is  290  pounds. 

Q.  Is  that  granulated  ?  A.  It  is  yellow  and  fine  sugar.  They  raised  the  price 
and  gave  such  bad  qualities  of  sugar.  Here  is  another  lot  of  109  barrels,  running 
230,  250  and  265  pounds. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (Soulanges)  : 

Q.  What  is  the  date  ?     A.   May  22nd.     The  average  would  run  there  from  250 
to  270  pounds,  and  where  this  yellow  and  thin  sugar  is  only  delivered  in  July  it  will 
run  100  pounds  beyond  this  average. 
By  Mr.  Fisher : 

Q.  At  what  time?  A.July.  That  gives  the  weights  of  these  yellow  sugars. 
It  was  a  quality  of  yellow  sugar  such  as  I  never  saw  before.  When  I  referred  to  the 
facts  of  the  complaints  about  sugar,  I  said  we  are  here  like  the  children  of  Israel  in 
Egyptian  bondage,  when  they  were  compelled  to  make  bricks  without  straw.  If  your 
sugar  runs  through  the  stave,  head  up  the  barrel,  and  then  it  will  be  some  time  before 
it  will  run  again.  If  it  runs  on  the  rolling  side,  and  you  haven't  opened  the  barrels, 
roll  them  over,  and  if  you  roll  them  over  the  syrup  will  run  through  the  barrel,  and 
it  will  be  all  right  for  a  while,  until  you  get  rid  of  it  and  the  public  take  it.  This  is 
how  the  thing  has  been  done,  and  as  to  the  advantage  to  the  refiners  there  has  been  a 
good  deal  said .  I  was  before  the  Labor  Commission  the  other  day,  and  the  point  was 
asked  how  much  the  grocers  get,  and  if  6  per  cent,  was  too  much.     I  did  not  see 
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that  6  per  cent,  would  be  too  much.     How  muoh  do  tho  refiners  get?     This  is  the 
question  ;  one  refiner  told  them  it  was  not  very  largo,  bat  I  say  that  refinery  paid  oft' 
the  whole  claim  against  it  and  made  a  most  extraordinary  dividend  and  loft  a  large 
lot  to  the  good.      The  Montreal  refinery  pablished  the  wholedividend  of  ton  per  cent. 
and  five  per  cent  covered  a  large  sum  not  named.    Part  of  that  sum   belongs  to  us 
yet,  in  connection  with  these  sugars.     It  is  open  yet  to  be  refunded  and  a  very  large 
sum  instead.    That   same   investigation   proposed   to  occapy    iho  time   examining 
grocers  and  find  how  they  made  such  extreme  profits  Ij-t  some  one  might  bring  up 
this  question  of  the  profits  of  refiners.     Undoubtedly  this  conspiracy,  this  arrange- 
ment had  to  do  with  throwing  the  men  in  the  hands  of  tho  refiners  to  do  just  as  they 
liked.     Then  the  destruction  of  one  of  the  refineries  last  Bummoi-   made   matters  still 
worse,  and  the  price  never  went  down  until   the   beginning  of  tho  year.     Now,  we 
have  been  able  again  within  a  few  weeks  to  bring  out  these  su2;a  s  again.     Here  are 
letters.     They  have  gone  back  on  last  summer's  price  and  the  rijfiners   here  have 
lowered  their  prices,  and  here  is   correspondence,  dated  2Dd   February,  referring  to 
the  fugar.     The  letter  of  the  9th  February  contains   matters  of  importance,  and  the 
10th  February  refers  to  the  quality  of   the   sugar.     Tbore  is   one  fact  I  can  explain 
and  it  might  prove  the  process  of  the  manufacture  of   the  sugar.     Twelve  months 
ago  the  quantity  of  syrups  the  refiners  had  on  hand  was  so  great  that  they  had  to 
get  outside  storage,  and  in  place  of  that  to-day  in  Montreal  you  would  have  extreme 
difficulty  in  picking  out  twenty  barrels  in  any  place.     Perhaps  the  refiners   can  say 
there  is  f-ome  new  process  of  manufacture,  but  still  the  fact   is  there  that  syrups 
were  plentiful  and  now  syrups  are  very  scarce,  and   sugars  have  been  the  weights  I 
mentioned,  the   average   approaching  a50   pounds   gross,  against   2.5U  to  280  pounds 
within  the  last  twelve  months.     I  don't  know  about  the  barrels.     It  is  possible  that 
the  barrels  have  changed,  but  my  impression  is  that  they  are   ihe  same  barrels.     As 
to  granulated  sngir  a  Montreal   paper  refei-red  to  it  tho  other  day.     It  is  not  fair  to 
grumble  about  it,  but  this  is  simply  to  prove  the  one  sided  character  of  the  position 
taken  by  those  who  have  moved  in  this  matter.   I  have  been  insulted  right  and  left  per- 
sonally in  this  paper.     I  refer  to  the  defamation  of  character  and  slander,  but  I  have 
not  replied  to  it.     I  reply  here,   there  is  a  lime  for  all  things,  and  I  say  when  that 
paper  makes  unjustifiable  attacks  on  the  private  character  of  private  persons  in  con- 
nection with  this  matter,  perhaps  some  day   somebody  may  take  them  up  for  it  and 
call  them  to  account.     This  article  went  over  a  lot  of  products  and   refers  to  granu- 
lated sugar.     I  will  say  this : — You  take  the  sugars  we  imported   and  the  quality  of 
the  granulated  sugars  in  Canada,     The  imported    sugars  were  decidedly  superior  to 
the  granulated  sugar  ofi'ered  in  the  inarket  from  the  refineries,  which  up  to  that  time 
had  not  been   of  the   highest   quality.     Of  extra  granulated,  Rodpath's  is    now  the 
standard,  so  the  public  have  gained  that  much  from  the  outsiders  if  they  have  got  a 
uniform  standard  of  high  class  granulated  sugar,  an  1  the   paper  which  woujd  be  so 
dishonest  as  to  make  use  of  an  article  like  that,  in  disputing  the   right  of  trading 
honestly,  squarely  and  fairly,  the  parties  concerned  in   the  management  should  bo 
ashamed  of  themselves. 

By  the  Ghairman  : 
Q.  We  are  not  dealing  with  newspapers,  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  that.  If 
you  will  confine  yourself  to  tho  sugar  question  and  leave  newspapers  out?  A.  I 
wish  they  would  leave  me  oat,  that  is  all ;  I  want  to  be  loft  alone.  The  sum  and 
substance  ofthe  whole  matter  is  this,  I  don't  want  to  be  a  driven  slave  or  a  slave- 
driver. 

By  Mr.  Flynn  : 
Q.  Had  you  any  of  these  sugars  tested  ?  A.  It  was  not  necessary,  but  1  met  a 
public  analyst  and  he  referred  to  the  test  of  the  granulated  sugar  from  England  as 
being  sweet  and  very  fine.  He  said,  referring  to  the  sugar,  that  it  had  one  particu- 
lar property,  being  of  an  extremely  pleasant  flavor  and  of  great  sweetness,  and  he  said 
this  :  that  all  sugars  should  be  tested  and  analyzed.  There  is  no  trouble  for  tne  re- 
finers to  do  that.  Ithink  the  same.  I  think  if  all  sugars  were  tested  and  analyzed, 
something  would  be  gained  for  the  public.  I  think  again  that  the  inspection  of  re- 
3—3 
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fineries  so  privileged  by  the  Government    which    gives   them   so  great   protection, 
would  not  be  anything  out  of  order.     It  is  quite  right   that  they  should    be  open    to 
the  public  for  examination.    I  think  distinctly  that  that  should  be  done. 
By  Mr.  Gillmor  : 

Q.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  fact  of  your  importing  a  considerable   quan- 
tity of  sugar  from  England  had  been  the  cause  of  reducing  the  price  of  sugar  withia 
the  last  few  months  ?    A.  I  presume  it  has  had  this  effect  since  January. 
By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  He  says  it  has  improved  the   quality?    A.  I   say  my  opinion    is  that   the 
qualityof  English  sugars  has  put  the  refiners  on    their   metal,   and   all   the    refiners 
have  raised  their  standard. 
By  Mr.  Gillmor  : 

Q.  Had  there  been  much  imported  ?  A.  No,  very  little.  I  personally  will  stand  aside 
and  come  to  another  meeting  of  the  Committee  if  you  wish  to  examine  another  party 
summoned  by  you.  I  might  mention  to  you  confirming  the  connection  between  the 
refiners  and  the  guild  that  an  agent  of  one  of  the  refineries  met  me  on  the  street 
within  a  few  weeks  and  said :  "Why  don't  you  get  some  of  our  yellow  sugars,"  and  he 
got  me  in  and  showed  me  a  sample  and  made  me  an  offer  ;  the  next  morning  the 
answer  came:  "  Tou  can  get  sugars  at  offer  net  cash."  We  did  not  take  the  sugar, 
and  we  wrote  the  refinery  concern  to  know  what  the  meaning  of  that  was,  and  the 
answer  is  :     "  We  can  only  do  it  in  harmony."     Here  is  a  telegram  : — 

MoNOTON,  New  Brunswick,  7th  January. 

"  You  misunderstand  terras.  We  of  course  draw  at  20  days,  but  cannot  give  dis- 
count without  consent  of  Guild.  Yellow  free  on  cars  here  b'J,  granulated  7.32,  no 
discount.     Hope  to  have  your  esteemed  order." 

"  M0NOT6N  Sugar  Eepinert." 

By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  Did  you  ever  remonstrate  with  the  refiners  with  regard  to  this  matter  ?  A. 
I  went  to  see  Mr.  Drummond  the  day  before  the  meeting  at  the  Board  of  Trade,  on 
the  30th  or  31st  of  January  to  ask  him  what  was  the  real  discrimination  against  us, 
and  why ;  to  which  the  answer  was,  to  put  it  into  a  very  condensed  form,  overwhelm- 
ing with  extreme  politeness. 

Q.  But  he  gave  you  an  answer?  A.  The  answer  was  that  if  you  take  one  barrel 
of  granulated  you  will  have  to  take  two  of  yellow,  but  I  had  an  interview  with  the 
president  of  the  Grocers' Guild  in  Montreal— the  Wholesale  Grocers'  Association 
they  call  it — a  few  minutes  before  in  presence  of  a  witness.  I  asked  him  what  was 
the  discrimination  against  outside  parties,  and  he  gave  me  his  answer  at  once — he 
was  afl  honest  and  honorable  man.  The  first  discrimination  was  a  quarter  of  a  cent 
per  pound  on  all  refined  sugars.  What  was  the  second  ?  On  the  6th  of  July  it  was 
madehalf  a  cent  per  pound.  What  is  the  present  arrangement?  One-eighth  of  a 
cent  and  no  discount. 

By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  On  all  sugars  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  I  wish  to  ask  you  another   question,  Mr.  Matthewson.     Did   you   make  any 
effort  to  have  this  agreement  with  the   refiners  removed  ?     A.  I  said  to  the  refiners, 
"  This  will  be  a  rod  in  pickle  for  you  and  you  will  get  it  some  day." 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  The  refiners  positively  refused  to  sell  except  on  these  terms  ?  A.  Yes.  The 
Halilax  refinery  opened  a  few  days  ago,  and  I  thought  that  being  English  stock- 
holders they  would  have  more  liberal  views.  I  sent  down  to  Halifax  and  the  answer 
came  back  last  evening,  "  Please  apply  to  C.  &  D.  Osgood,  our  agent  in  your  city." 
We  applied  to  Mr.  Osgood  asking  the  price  and  knowing  that  ne  had  offered  us 
granulated  sugar  at  seven  cents,  and  the  reply  was :  "  The  price  of  granulated  sugar 
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is  7^;  terms,  net  cash."  I  received  this  reply  at  6.30  p.  m.  last  evening.  I  believe 
candidly,  gentlemen,  that  the  whole  matter  is  a  coaspiracy  which  these  folks  have 
been  led  into.  Perhaps  they  did  not  intend  to  go  so  far  bat  they  had  to  do  it.  If  a 
man  was  to  demand  your  money  or  your  life  he  would  be  put  uuder  the  restraint  of 
the  law  in  a  very  short  hour,  aad  those  people  are  not  a  whit  better. 
By  Mr.  Fish'-r : 

Q.  I  gather  from  what  you  said,  Mr.  Matthewson,  that  oae  of  the  results  has 
been  that  the  yellow  sugars  have  deteriorated  in  quality?  A.  They  were  never  so 
wet. 

Q.  And  if  it  had  not  been  for  this  combination  or  arrangement  between  the 
refiners  and  the  guild  the  refiuors  would  not  have  been  able  to  niake  this  deterior- 
ation in  value?  A.  [f  we  had  had  any  door  open  it  would  have  been  diflferent . 
Now  we  have  to  either  take  it  or  leave  it. 

Q.  It  is  in  cotiaequence  of  this  arrangement,  to  a  large  extent,  that  the  refiners 
are  aole  to  redaoe  the  quality  to  a  coasiderable  extent  ?  A.  I  do  not  see  why  it 
should,  but  the  fact  remains  that  it  is  so.  The  sugar  is  sent  to  us,  and  it  may  tarn 
out  bricks  or  mud,  but  we  have  to  take  it. 

Q.    You  have  to  take  it  ?     A.    Yes. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  Is  there  no  combination  existing  among  the  refiners?  A.  They  are  all 
in  the  same  boat. 

Q.  Have  you  any  evidence  of  that  ?     A,  They  are  all  parties  to  the  agreement. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  You  have  to  pay  7 J  cents  per  pound  and  get  no  discount.     Now  if  you  had 
been  a  member  of   the  guild  you  would  have  got  it  at         ?    A.   At  seven  cents  and 
'2\  per  cent,  discount  in  14  days'  time. 
By  Mr.  Landry  : 

Q.   What  knowledge  have  you  of  that?    A.  Positive  information. 

Q.  From  whom?  A.  The  quotation  of  last  evening.  It  was  supposed  that  this 
new  refinery  would  not  go  into  the  combination. 

Mr.  LiGHTBOUND. — Mr.  Matthewson  produced  his  telegram  which  says:  "7^ 
-cents,  net  cash." 

The  Committee  adjourned . 


House  of  Commons,  13th  March,  1888. 

The  Special  Committee  on  alleged  Combinations  met  at  7  p.m.  with  Mr.  N.  G. 
'Wallace  in  the  Chair, 

George  Alexander  Drummond  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Wallace  : 

Q.  Where  do  you  live  Mr.  Drummond  ?     A.  Montreal; 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation  ?     A.  No  occupation. 

Q.     Ton  are  the  President  of  the  Canada  Sugar  Kefinery  ?     A.  Yes,  I  am  that. 

Q,  Would  you  give  us  a  history  of  this  arrangement  with  the  Grocers'  Guild  bo 
far  as  your  company  is  concerned  ? 
By  Mr.  Bain : 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  you  are  in  the  sugar  interest  in  Montreal  ?   A.  I   am 
president  of  the  company,  but  that  does  not  make  me  of  any  occupation,  I  am  presi- 
dent of  some  other  companies. 
By  Mr.  Ghiillet  : 

Q.  The  simple  facts  as  far  as  you  kaow   them— what  is  the  history?     A.  Well, 
the  Grocers'  Guild  which  included  nearly  all  our  customers  appears  to  have  been 
formed,  but  of  the  circumstances  under  which  it  was  formed  I  know  nothing.     They 
came  to  us  last  year. 
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Q.  The  Dominion  Guild  camo  to  you  ?     A-  Well,  I  really  don't  know,  I  suppose- 
it  was. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  Secretary's  name  ?  A.  Wills,  of  Toronto.  He  is  the 
secretary,  but  I  knew  really  little  about  the  guild  beyond  what  I  saw  in  the  paper. 
However,  it  embraced  nearly  all  our  customers,  nearly  all  the  wholesalemen  we  were 
dealing  with  from  the  beginning  of  the  Company.  They  represented  to  us  that  the 
business  was  beirg  demoralized  by  the  conduct  of  some  wholesale  dealers  who  sold 
sugar  at  or  below  cost.  They  proposed  that  if  this  condition  of  things  was  ruinous  to 
the  trade  and  no  benefit  to  the  consumer,  that  we  should  assist  them  in  getting  over 
it.  They  made  the  proposal  to  us  that  we  should  sell  sugar  to  them  cheaper  by  a 
quarter  of  a  cent  per  pound  than  we  did  to  others  cot  belonging  to  the  guild,  and 
after  due  consideration  and  enquiry  we  decided  that  something  must  be  done  and 
agreed  to  do  it.  That  really  was  the  beginning  of  the  thing. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Did  they  make  any  other  representations  to  you  besides  what  you  have  said  ? 
A.I  cannot  remember  anything  in  particular.  I  don't  remember;  I  accepted  the 
general  one  that  it  was  to  remedy  the  state  of  things  that  was  destroying  the  trade. 

Q.  Did  they  say  they  would  have  to  go  out  of  the  selling  of  sugar  if  such  were  ' 
not  done  ?    A.  They  said  that  would  be  the  ultimate  effect  of  it  I  suppose. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 
Q.  That  would  throw   upon  you   the  selling  of  the  sugar  all  through  the  Dom- 
inion?   A.  They  said  that  would  be  the  effect. 

Q.  Ton  would  have  to  send  your  samples  around  with  tiavellers  and  peddle 
sugar  all  over  the  country.  That  was  an  intimidation  of  course?  A.  It  was  not 
intimidation.  It  was  prophecy  more  than  anything  else,  that  it  should  not  be  con- 
tinued as  it  was  as  this  would  be  the  effect,  but  it  was  nothing  of  the  nature  of  a 
threat  or  intimidation. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  How   long  had  they   been  making  representations  of  that  kind  to  you  ?    A. 
Several  months  I  think. 

Q.  Did  you  know  that  there  was  any  greater  demoralization  in  the  sugar  trade 
during  these  several  months  of  cutting  prices  more  than  was  then  usually  ?  A.  As 
a  rule  it  was  none  of  our  business  to  make  particular  enquiry  as  to  what  sugar  was 
sold  for  after  we  parted  with  it,  but  when  the  subject  was  all  brought  before  us  we 
certainly  found  that  it  was  the  practice  of  making  sugar  a  sacrificed  article. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  know  it  to  be  different  in  your  experience  ?  A.  Yes,  I  have  I 
don't  know  that  I  ever  knew  that  that  was  the  case  in  Canada  before  that  time. 

Q.  You  say  yon  never  made  any  particular  enquiry  ?  A.  Never,  no  ;  still  I  had 
the  general  impression,  and  I  believe  I  am  correct  that  it  had  grown  to  be  the  case 
more  than  ever  before. 

By  Mr.  Guillet: 
Q.  Was  that  due  to  the  facility  for  getting  sugar  into  the   country  ?    A.  No,  I 
think  it  was  the  keen  competition  which  had  grown  up  from  the  number  of  whole- 
sale houses. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.    Had  sugar  at  the  time  begun  to  rise  in  price — there   has  been  considerable 
advance  during  this  last  year.      Had  sugar  at  that  time  begun  to  rise  in  price  ?    A. 
Sugar  began  to  rise  in  price  about  mid-summer. 

Q.  Not  till  then  ?  A.  Well,  it  began  to  show  symptoms  of  it.  There  were 
rumours  that  the  beet  crop  was  going  to  be  short  and  it  oscillated  up  and  down  until 
early  summer,  and  then  it  took  a  very  decided  spurt,  and  that  rise  was  due  to  the 
short  crop  of  beet  sugar  on  the  continent  of  Europe. 

Q.  Will  yon  tell  us  the  further  negotiations  that    took  place  between  you  and 

the  guild?    A.  Late  in  the  year  the  guild  stated  that  in  spite  of  this  difference  that 

they  still  were  suffering  and  requested  us  to  make  a  difference  (in  one  class  of  sugar 

alone  all  the  time  I  may  say)  of  half  a  cent  a  pound,  that  was  on  white  sugars  only. 

Q.  Granulated  ?    A.  Granulated  principally, 
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Q.  Would  you  go  back  a  little?  Would  you  tell  us  the  whole  arrangement  that 
was  made ;  you  have  told  us  that  your  first  bargain  was  to  advance  the  price  a  quarter 
of  a  cent.  What  else  was  included  in  the  arrangement?  A.  There  was  nothing 
more  that  I  know  of.     Oh,  yes  ;  there  was  this 

Q  Was  there  anything  as  to  the  quantities  of  sugar  to  be  sold,  granulated  and 
yellow?  A.  Oh,  no;  there  was  no  such  arrangement.  There  was  never  any 
arrangement.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  talk  about  it,  but  never  to  my  understand- 
ing was  there  any  arrangement  of  that  kind. 

Q.  No  arrangement  made  that  for  every  barrel  of  granulated  they  were  to  bay 
two  barrels  of  yellow?    A.  No,  not  to  my  understanding. 

Q.  No  arrangement  of  that  kind?     A.    Nj,  nat  that  I  know  of. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  Establishing  a  price  ?  A.  There  was  some  discussion.  The  meetings  were 
all  verbal,  there  was  nothing  except  a  conference  and  there  was  some  talk  about  that, 
but  I  never  understood  and  never  gave  effect  to  any  such  proposal, 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  you  never  demanded  that  outside  the  guild  ?  A.  No, 
aiever. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Who  do  you  sell  granulated  to  now  on  the  best  terms?  A.  We  sold  it  to  the 
members  of  the  Grocers'  Guild. 

Q.  Who  furnishes  you  with  a  list  of  them  ?     A.  The  guild  themselves. 

Q.  You  bind  yourselves  to  sell  only  to  those — this  granulated  at  this  price?  A. 
"We  promised  to  do  so  and  we  actually  do  so. 

Q  Is  there  any  written  contract?  A.  There  is  no  written  contract,  there 
never  was. 

Q,  It  is  a  verbal  agreement  ?  A.  A  verbal  agreement,  they  made  the  proposal 
to  us  which  we  accepted. 

Q    That  you  siould  sell  to  them  only  at  this  price?     A.  To  them  only  and  they 
inclaae  I  suppose  more  than  95  per  cent,  of  all  our  customers. 
£y  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  Do  you  think  it  is  a  matter  of  much  consequence  to  you  whether  the  guild 
tad  been  got  up  at  all  ?     A.  Financially  it  is  a  matter  of  no  consequence  at  all. 

Q.   A  matter  of  convenience  ?    A.  It  is  not  that,  I  thought  it  was  a  matter  of 
uonsequence  to  me  when  I  was  convinced  that  our  welfare  was  bound  up  in  the  wel- 
fare of  our  customers  in  a  way.     I  did  not  speak  of  it  as  a  matter  of  pounds,  shil- 
lings and  pence,  wo  were  not  a  fraction  better  ofi. 
Btj  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Who  fixes  the  prices  ?  This  is  a  price  list  of  2nd  March.  Is  that  the  prices 
at  which  you  sold  your  sugars?  (Exhibits.)  A.  2  ud  March;  I  don't  know.  That 
is  a  fortnight  ago.  I  cannot  remember  what  the  prices  were  on  2Qd  March  ;  they 
■were  moving  up  and  down.  That  is  14  days  ago.  "  Oar  price  to-day  is" — I  cannot 
«ay  about  that.  That  does  not  come  from  me  at  all.  I  knew  nothing  about  it  ex- 
cept this :  that  I  may  state  that  by  the  original  agreement  they  agreed  that  the 
advance  they  should  make  sbould  ba  so  much  on  the  price,  whatever  we  gave  them. 
They  stated  to  me  what  the  advance  was.  The  very  reasonable  character  of  thati 
advance  was  an  element  in  that  original  agreement. 

Q.  What  was  the  advance  ?  A.  The  advance  was  to  be,  so  far  as  I  remember, 
in  Montreal  a  quarter  of  a  cent  on  the  granulated  per  pound  and  thrjc-eighths  of  a 
cent  on  a  certain  quality.  Now,  of  course,  it  is  a  fact  that  of  what  we  sell,  the 
granulated  forms  only  about  one-third  of  the  wholesales  of  sugar.  It  was  equivalent 
to  this :  that  the  agreement,  when  they  made  an  advance  of  a  quarter  of  a  cent  upoa 
every  three  pounds  of  sugar  and  for  smaller  quantities  three-eighths  of  a  cant  oa 
«very  three  pounds  of  sugar,  I  figure  it  out  to  mean  an  advance  of  about  2  per  oent. 
totbem  for  rent  and  all  expenses  of  running  their  eatablishment,  including  travellers' 
expenses  and  all  risks  of  business. 

Q  I  don't  quite  understand  you.  You  say  a  quarter  of  a  cent.  Was  it  over 
.fifteen  barrels?     A.  It  was  over  fifteen  barrels  and  three-eighths  of  a  cent  under  oa 
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the  granulated  portion  only  of  the  sugar  sales.     It  is  a  fact  that  in  our  sales  of 
sugar  there  are  two  barrels  of  yellow  for  one  of  white. 

Q.  Why  do  you  put  the  profits  on  granulated  and  yellow  sugars  ?  A.  Becaus© 
as  regards  this  agreement  it  is  necessary  to  do  so. 

Q.  Did  they  combine  themselves  to  pell  yellow  sugars  at  cost  then  ?  A.  They 
combine  themselves  to  nothing  of  the  kind.  I  did  not  enquire  into  that.  What  I 
have  to  deal  with  in  this  matter  is  not  how  does  this  agreement  affect  the  businesBof 
these  people.  And  I  say  It  affects  it  in  this  way  :  that  the  agreement  only  permits 
them  to  have  a  minimum  charge  of  a  quarter  of  a  cent  on  every  three  pounds  of 
eugar.     As  lor  what  they  charge  on  them  I  know  nothing. 

Q.  Thef-e  grocers  sell  other  sugars  ?    A.  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  that. 

Q.  The  profit  on  granulated  has  nothing  to  do  with  it  at  all  ?  A.  The  profit  on 
granulated  is  how  this  agreement  affects  the  general  sugar  business  of  the  country, 
and  it  affects  it  to  this  amount,  that  for  every  three  pounds  of  sugar  they  sell  this 
agreement  affects  it  to  the  extent  of  a  quarter  of  a  cent  a  pound. 

Q.  For  every  one  pound  of  granulated  sugar  it  affects  it  to  the  extent  of  J  or  f 
as  the  case  may  be  ?  A.  The  total  affect  of  this  agreement  is  a  quarter  of  a  cent  a 
pound  or  every  three  pounds  or  f  of  a  cect  at  the  very  outside. 

Q.  You  told  us  there  was  no  outsiders  buying  anything  but  granulated?  A. 
Thst  ibey  do  buy  it  as  a  matter  of  fact,  I  sell  it  to  them. 

Q.  You  said  that  the  first  agreement  was  a  quarter  of  a  cent  in  advance,  and  the 
nest  agreement  was  an  advance  of  half  a  cent  ?     A.  Yes,  half  a  cent. 

Q.  What  after  that  ?  A.  You  fee  you  are  mixing  the  two  things.  There  are 
two  questions  involved.  I  am  speaking  now  of  the  matter  as  it  affects  the  con- 
suner,  ard  that  has  never  been  changed. 

Q.  Never  mind  the  consumer,  state  the  facts  ?    A.  I  am  stating  the  facts  now. 

Q.  You  say  the  price  was  advanced  a  quarter  of  a  cent  ?     A.  Yea. 

Q.  Then  there  was  a  further  bargain  madeof  half  a  cent  ?  A.  Not  at  all.  Yoa 
misunderstand  the  whole  thing.  I  t-hall  begin  aga'n  from  the  last  part  of  my  evi- 
dence. I  say  that  I  considered  the  question  :  In  what  respect  did  this  affect  the 
consumer  ? 

Q.  Just  answer  the  question.     The  first  arrangement  was  that  they  were  to 
have  not  less  than  a  quarter  of  a  cent  profit.     You  taid   they  came  to  you,  and  later 
on  yon  agreed  to  change  it  to  a  half  a  cent.     Is  that  correct  ?    A.  No,  sir. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  "Sou  said  the  first  arrangement  with  the  guild  was  that  you  would  charge  an 
outsider,  that  is,  a  person  not  a  member  of  the  guild,  one  quarter  of  a  cent  a  pound 
more  than  you  charged  members  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Afterwards,  they  comjlained  (hat  that  was  not  satisfactory,  that  did  not 
protect  them,  and  they  demanded  that  it  should  be  a  half  a  cent  ?    A.   Yes. 

Q-  They  made  a  further  ariangemenl— did  they  not?     A.   Oh,  later,  yes. 

Q.  Now  it  slands  ?  A.  Ore  eighth  of  a  cent  all  around  and  without  the  dis- 
count. That  is  the  arrangement  as  it  stands  now.  But  there  are  two  questions 
concern*  d  in  this,  and  I  want  you  to  clearly  understand  the  difference  between  the 
two.  _  The  question  of  what  the  Grocers'  Guild  were  to  charge  the  public  is  one 
question,  and  the  question  what  I  am  to  charge  thote  who  are  in  the  guild  is  another 
question  altogether,  and  you  must  separate  the  two. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  yon  made  an  arrangement  with  them  as  to  what  they  would 
charge  the  public  ?    A.   Yes  ;  that  was  the  first  arrangement. 

Q.  Ihe  minimum  price  they  should  charge  ?     A.   Yes. 

Q.  They  could  charge  as  much  as  they  liked?     A.    Yes. 
By  Mr.  Fisher: 

Q.  Was  that  an  agreement  with  you  or  an  agreement  amo.  ^st  themselves  ?  A. 
The  proposal  was  made  and  of  the  reasonableness  of  this  agreenajBt  I  had  to  be  satis- 
fied hefore  I  went  into  it  at  all. 

Q.  They  are  bound  to  the  refiners  to  charge  that  advance  on  ail  the  eugar  they 
sold  ?    A.   They  are  bound,  yes. 
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Q.  To  tbe  refiners  as  well  as  to  themselves?  A.  They  are  bound  not  to  charge 
more  than  that. 

Q.  They  are  bound  to  the  refiners  not  to  charge  more  than  that  ?    A.   Yes. 
By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  You  said  it  was  the  minimum  advance  ?  A.  On  white  sugars.  We  had  no 
arrangement  whatever  with  them  upon  yellow  sugars.  They  are  not  affected  by 
the  agreement  at  all. 

Q.  Not  to  sell  at  any  price  ?     A.  No. 
By  Mr.  Fisher : 

Q,  Do  1  ucderstand  you  ?  You  bound  them  to  charge  an  advance  of  a  quarter 
of  a  cett  per  pound  on  white  sugars  ?  I  understood  yon  just  now  to  say  that  that 
was  to  he  the  extreme  advance.     I  understood  you  to  say  it  was  the  outside  advance. 

1  want  to  know  whether  it  is  the  outside   advance  ?     A.  1  understood  it  to  be  the 
fixed  advance  they  are  entitled  to  charge. 

Q.  Are  all  the  wholesale  men  obliged  to  charge  the  same  advance  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  They  bind  themselves  to  the  refiners  to  do  that?  A.  It  was  a  distinct 
element  in  ihe  conference,  no  one  combining. 

Q.  The  conference  would  fall  to  the  ground  were  that  not  carried  out  ?  A.  If 
they  did  not  carry  that  out  I  consider  that  the  whole  thing  would  fall  to  the  ground, 
if  they  charged  more  than  that  advance. 

Q.  Or  lees  either?  A.  Or  less  either,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned.  That  is  a 
matter  with  which  they  have  to  do. 

Q.  1  want  to  know  whether  this  is  an  understanding  amongst  themselves,  or  a 
question  between  you  and  them  ?  A.  If  they  charged  more  1  should  have  the 
right  to  complain. 

By  the  Chairman : 

Q,  That  is  on  yellow  sugars  ?     A.  On  white  sugars. 
By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 

Q.  There  is  no  arrangement  about  yellows  ?    A.  No;  that  only  applies  to  white. 

By  the  Chairman :  xt       ■     r  i, 

Q.  He  has  told  us  there  was  an  arrangement  about  yellows  ?     A.  No,  sir,  1  have 

said  nothing  of  the  kind. 

By  Mr.  Fisher :  r    t...    ., 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  you  sell  about  two  barrels  of  yellow  to  one  of  white  i" 

A   We  do 

Q.  Not  necessarily  to  wholesalers  ?    There  is  no   binding   agreement  as  to  the 

quantities  they  may  purchase  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  I  understand  that  those  who  are  not  rn  the  guild,  who  are  not  members  of 
the  wholef-ale  guild,  when  they  buy  a  barrel  of  white  from  you  must  buy  two  barrels 
of  yellow?     A.  It  is  not  so.     I  have   answered   the   question  before.     I  never  so 

undo^tood  it.  ,  .,  •.  j  ■,. 

Me  Fisher.— I  was  not  in  the  room  when  you  answered  it  if  you  answered  it. 
My  estimate  of  the  effect  cf  this  agreement  as  regards  the  ultimate  buyer,  the 
retail  grocer,  is  that  it  is  an  advance  of  two  per  cent,  or  sometbii  g  under  it— two 
per  cent,  as  a  maximum. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  On  tbe  whole  transaction  ?     A.  Yes. 

By  the  Chairman ;  ,  ,   ,  xu  i„4.„^ 

Q.  How  much  on   the  granulated?     A.  Well,  it   would  be  on  the   granulated 

alone  something  under  four  per  cent.     The  mimimum  would  be  about  i^   per  cent. 

on  the  three  classes  altogether.    So  far  as  the  sugar  agreement,  as  I    understand  it 

is  concerned,  it  means  that  it  affects  the  price  to  the  consumer  to  the  f^^^;*  °   H  o^ 

2  per  cent,  only,  which  is  the  only  recompense  that  these  men  have   for  conducting 

their  business.  ,  ,,  „  „     o     a    t  Hr>  nnt 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  profits  they  make  on   the   yellow  sugars  ?     A.  1  do  not 

know  anything. 


40  GEOBaE   ALEXANDER  DRUMMON». 


Q.  How  can  you  swear  that  ?  A  I  swear  that  as  far  as  the  sugar  agreement 
is  concerned  that  is  all  the  effdCt  of  it. 

Q.  You  say  that  there  is  no  agreement  on  yellow  sugars  ?  A.  The  sugar  agree- 
ment is  not  effected  upon  that  portion  of  the  business  at  ail. 

Q.  Itisleltoat?  A.  The  agreement  is  not  effected  upon  that  portion  of  the 
business. 

Q.  Do  you  sell  to  those  outside  of  this  list  "(Eshibit  I)  yellow  sugars  onthesame 
terms  as  to  those  on  the  list.  The  yellow  sugars  1  mean  ?  A.  I  could  not  tell.  I 
have  seen  something  similar  to  this  list,  but  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  road  it;  I 
have  no  doubt  that  it  is. 

Q.  You  sell  to  those  outside  of  this  list  the  yellow  sugars  on  the  same  terms  as 
you  do  to  those  on  the  list  ?    A.  We  did  at  first. 

Q.  Do  you  now?  A.  No.  I  have  already  answered  that  the  advance  is  one- 
eighth  of  a  cent  all  round. 

Q.  On  the  yellow  sugars  ?     A.  No ;  on  the  yellow  and  white  together. 

Q.  One-eighth  of  a  cent  all  round?    A.  Yes;  all  round. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.   And  no  discount  allowed  besides?    A.  Yes. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  one-eighth  of  a  cent  all  round  and  the 
one  and  a-half  per  cent,  together  only  give  a  difference  of  a  little  less  than  two  per 
cent.  ?  A.  No;  I  did  not.  I  think  you  cannot  separate  in  your  mind 
that  there  are  two  features  in  this  transaction — the  relation  of  the  Grocers'  Guild  to 
the  public,  and  the  relation  of  the  Grocers'  Gaild  to  their  competitors  in  business. 
Yon  must  separate  them  ;  they  are  entirely  different. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth')  : 

Q.  Is  It  not  neoessary,  in  connection  with  your  arrangement  with  the  Whole- 
sale Guild,  that  you  shonld  see  that  they  should  carry  out  their  part  of  the  trans- 
action ?    A.   1  should  consider  it  an  essential  part  of  the  agreement . 

Q.  Do  you  take  any  steps  ?     A.I  can  fiad  out  very  easily. 

Q.   But,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  you  do  not  take  any  steps?     A.    Not  very  active 
steps,  but  I  am  positive  I  would  know  on  very  short  notice. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  But  yon  never  have  known  of  any  instance  ?     A.  No. 
By  ihe  Chairman : 

Q.  What  i«  the  arrangement  existing  to-day  in  regard  to  this?  A.  The  ar- 
rangement to-day  is  that  those  oatside  of  the  guild  have  to  pay  ^o.  more,  and  they 
have  to  pay  within  14  days,  net  cash.     Those  in  the  guild  are  allowed  2J   per  cent. 

Q   That  is  the  discount  you  allow — 2J  per  cent  ?    A.  Yes,  2^  par  cent. 

Q.  And  then  what  is  the  arrtingement  for  their  selling  ?     A.   For  who? 

Q.  You  have  made  arrangements  for  their  selling?  A.  The  arrangement 
remains  as  it  originally  stood. 

Q.  That  they  are  to  have  ?  A.  That  they  are  to  be  charged  what  I  made  out  to 
you  something  uoder  2  per  cent.;  \\  io  2,  per  cent, 

Q.  What  is  it  ?  A.  As  far  as  i  remember  I  stated  it  twice.  For  all  quantities 
under  16  barrels  fc.  per  lb.  advance  on  the  white  portion  only  and  Jc.  per  lb.  on  all 
quantities  above  15  barrels. 

Q.  You  are  not  to  charge  any  less  than  that  advance  or  any  more  ?  A.  We  are 
not  to  charge  any  less  or  any  more. 

Q.  Simply  to  soil  at  those  figures?  A.  That  is  my  understanding  of  the  agree- 
ment. 

Q.  For  the  granulated  alone  or  for  all  that  they  purchase  ?  A.  It  nominally 
stands  on  the  granulated  and  means  the  whole  thing. 

Q.  Suppose  that  sugars  went  up  half  a  cent  per  lb.,  would  they  be  bound 
months  afterwards  to  sell  these  sugars?  A.  As  I  understand  it,  the  agreement  is 
made  from  week  to  week.     They  come  in  every  week  to  ask  our  prices. 
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By  Mr.  Fisher : 
Q    These  prices  thea  are  given  by  the  re&oers  to  the  wholesalers?     A..  Yes. 
Q.  And  they  jast  sell  at  the  agreed  upon  advance  ?     A.  Yes,  that  is  my  under- 
standing of  it. 

Q.  And  this  is  issued  once  a  week  ?     A.  I  understand  so. 

Q    Do  the  refiners  have  arrangements  between  them   as   to  the  fixing  of  the 
price?     A.  No,  I  understand  they  quote  from  the  refiners. 
By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  On  your  notification  of  orices  from  week  to  week,  thia  list  here,  that  only 
affects  the  white  sugars  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  TheQ  a  man  may  charge  as  muoh  or  as  little  as  he  likes  on  the  others?  A. 
He  may ;  I  have  no  check  over  them  in  any  way. 

Q.  And  this  f  cent  and  ^  cent  practically  only  refers  to  the  white  sugirs  ?  A. 
We  do  not  control  their  business  as  regards  the  yellow  sugars,  bat  this  agreement 
affects  the  sugar  business  in  that  way  and  no  more. 

Q.  It  affects  the  whibe  sugars  ?     A.  The  while  and  yellow  together,     I  would 
like  to  make  it  clearer  by  saying  this,  that  if  there  were  no  sugar  agree Luent  they 
could  charge  what  they  liked,  more  or  less;    but  this  sugar   agreemeat  affects  the 
whole,  f  cent  and  no  more. 
By  Mr.  Wood  : 
Q.  That  is  the  average  for  the  whole  ?     A.  We  average  it  for  the  whole. 

By  the  Chairman  ; 
Q,  As  a  matter  of  lact  there  is  no   control  over   their   sellintr  price  in  yellow 
sugars.     The  agreement  is  not  suoh  that  yoa  could  control  them  ?     A.  Not   a  bit. 
They  had  that  before  the  agreement,  and    they   will  have  it   after  the   agreement  is 
ended.    I  am  looking  simply  at  the  efiect  of  that  agreement. 

Q.  Then  the  agreement  only  affects  the  white  tu^ars  ?  A.  As  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned it  affects  the  whole  thing. 

Q.  I  wish  to  ask  you  another  matter.  Have  you  any  arrangement  with  the 
other  sugar  refiners  as  to  prices?     A.  No. 

Q.  Where  do  they  get  these  published  prices?     A.  I   presume   ihey   enquire  of 

the  other  refiners. 

Q.  This  is  the  selling  price.  Itsays:— "2nd  March  (Exhibit  3)  exlragranalated, 
15  barrels  and  over,  one  sale,  7f  3. ;  under  15  barrels,  7^0."  Was  that  the  information 
that  you  furnished  to  them?     A.   Very  likely,  bat  1  know  nothing  about  that, 

Q.  Still  they  make  a  list  here  saying  that  these  granulated  sugars  are  to  be  sold 
at  a  certain  price .  Do  you  kcow  to  whom  they  refer  besides  you?  A,  To  the 
other  manufacturers  of  sugars  I  presume.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  other  rofiners,  I 
think,  follow  our  prices.  1  dare  say  they  do,  but  they  arc  at  pedeot  liberty  to  do 
anything  they  like. 

Q.  Do  vou  make  any  arrangement  with  them  ?  A.  No  ;  but  they  often  ask  oar 
prices,  and 'we  always  give  them,  but  as  far  as  I  am  con'-erned,  and  as  far  as  the 
guild  is  concerned,  th.s  information  is  given  by  me  for  myself  alone. 

Q.  You  had  no  arrangements  with  any  other  sugar  refiner  about  what  prices 
you  should  charge  ?     A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wmtworth). 

Q.  Did  the  guild  not  make  this  arrangement  with  you,  or  they  indicated  to 
jou  that  they  would  establish  your  rates  as  the  regulation  price  ?  A.  No,  1  am  not 
aware  that  that  was  mentioned. 

Q  Then  the  practical  result  is  that  the  prices  you  quote  regulate  the  prices  ot 
the  sugars  tothe  guild  all  round?  A.  They  may  do.  We  have  frequent  enquirioa 
as  to  prices  and  we  make  no  secret  about  them. 

Q.  Lt  is  a  matter  of  business  only  ?     A.  Simply  a  matter  of  business. 

By  Mr.  Fisher :  ,,„.«/  t 

Q.  That  they  shall  sell  your  sugars  at  this  stated  advance  ?    A.  As  iar  as  i  am. 
■concerned  by  this  agreement. 
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Q.  Supposing  yon  gold  a  wholesale  house  in  Montreal  100  barrels  of  sugar,  and 
you  found  out  afterwards  that  they  were  selling  sugars  at  a  different  rate  from  what 
the  advance  would  be,  yon  have  no  means  of  knowing  whether  they  bought  it  from. 
yoQ  or  from  some  one  else  ?     A.  1  would  pretty  soon  find  out,  I  think. 

Q.  If  yon  were  at  liberty  to  sell  sugar  to  them  at  a  certain  price,  and  the  St. 
lAwrence,  Moncton  and  other  refineries  sold  at  a  different  rate,  the  wholesale 
grocer  could  sell  these  different  sugars  at  a  different  advance,  and  might  be  selling  a 
lot  of  sugars  at  the  different  advance?     A.  That  isqnite  conceivable. 

Q.  And  it  would  be  rather  diflScnlt  for  you  to  know  ?     A.  It  might  be  so, 

Q.  Do  jou  know  of  any  such  cases  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  Naturally  you  expect  it  to  be  the  same  price  as  yours  ?  A.  We  change  our 
prices  whenever  we  like.  We  might  give  that  information  on  the  day  of  the  week 
on  which  ihey  atk  it,  and  then  change  it  the  next  morning. 

Q.  But  you  say  it  is  fixed  once  a  week  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q,.  You  would  not  bind  yourself  next  morning  at  the  different  advance  ?  A. 
They  consider  this  point  among  themselves,  but  if  the  prices  went  up  they  would 
not  have  much  margin,  and  if  down  a  little  more. 

Q.  You  notify  them  ?     A.   We  undertake  to  notify  them  once  a  week. 

Q.  Once  a  week?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Well  then  between  these  periods,  weekly  dates,  you  do  not  call  upon  them  to 
change  their  prices?     A.  No,  we  do  not  call  upon  them  to  change  their  prices. 

Q.  And  you  are  not  aware  of  any  occapion  having  occurred  when  the  same 
grocers  would  be  fellirg  the  same  sugar  at  different  prices  ?    A.  No. 

Q.  Consequently  you  would  naturally  infer  that  all  the  sugars  sold  by  these 
grocers  would  be  at  the  same  price  ?     A.  It  might  be  so. 

Q-  You  know  of  no  others  ?  A.  If  a  man  bought  at  better  terms,  he  would  pro- 
bably have  the  advantage  of  them. 

Q.  Aie  you  aware  that  the  guild  have  any   agreement   among   themselves  that 
they  will  not  do  that  ?    A.  No,  I  am  not  aware  of  any  agreement. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  How  often  do  they  change  their  prices?     A.  Once  a  week. 

Q.  And  then  ttey  are  bound  to  change  according  to  the  fluctuations  that  take 
place  in  the  prices  at  the  refinery  ?    A.   Yes. 

Q.  Up  or  down.     Do  they  tend  you  their  list  ?     A.  No. 

Q    When  did  you  come  to  that  arrangement   as   to  the  prices  that  they  should 
«Btablifch  ?    A.  It  was  the  very  first  thing  that  was  talked  of. 
By  the  Chairman ; 

Q,  You  said  you  did  not  know  anything  about  this  list,  that  you  have  nothing  to 
do  with  it?     A.  Except  in  that  way 

Q.  You  advertise  the  sale  of  certain  sugars  at  If  cents.     If  you  have  nothing  to 
do  with  it  how  could  they  fix  the  price  ?     A.   I  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.    I  never 
£aw  this  list  more  than  twice  during  the  whole  year. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  ; 

Q.  It  comes  from  your  establishment?     A.  No. 
By  the  Chairman  ; 

Q.  If  they  break  this  agreement  you  will  take  knowledge  of  it  ?  A.  Certainly 
I  would. 

Q.  This  is  an  acknowledgment   that  there   is   some   agreement?     You  say  you 
do  not  know  anything  about  this?     A;  The  first   proposal   came  with  a  request  that 
"  if  we  agree  that  we  shall  not  charge  more  than  a  certain  price  will  you  do  so  and 
80."    That  was  the  making  up  of  the  bargain  at  first.    As  to  the  issuing  of  this  list 
I  do  not  know  anything  about  it,  but  if  a  esse  came  to  my  knowledge  that  they  had 
transgressed  I  woe  Id  take  steps  to  stop  it. 
By  Mr.  Wood  ; 
Q.  Are  there  any  penalties  attached  to  a  violation  of  this  agreement  ?    A.  I 
inowof  none. 
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Q.  Is  it  a  written  agreement  or  is  it  a  mere  verbal  arrangement  ?  A.  There  is 
BO  written  agreement  at  all.  The  agreement  between  mysell  and  the  guild  is  nomi- 
nally verbal . 

By  Mr.  Quillet: 
Q.  Tou  gay   that  their  average   profit  on  granulated  sugar  is  2  per  cent.  ?     A. 
No.     I  say  the  profit  they  speak  of,  a  quarter  of  a    cent  per  lb.  on  large  transactions 
on  all  classes  of  sugar  including  granulated,  amounts  to  nearly  2  per  cent. 
Q.  That  is  a  small  -profit  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q,  If  they  came  to  you  and  stated  that  that  was  too  reasonable  an  arrangoment 
and  at  the  same  time  ask  you  to  allow  them  to  make  a  profit  of  2  per  cent,  more, 
ironld  you  not  be  prepared  to  consider  it  ?     A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Tou  wonld  be  at  liberty  to  deal  as  jou  thought  light  ?  A.  No,  there  is  a 
limitation.  I  consider  that  they  cannot  do  their  business  on  anything  lees  than  the 
advance  I  speak  of. 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  Bad  they  been  carrying  on  the  businege  previous  to  that?     A.  Yes  that  was 
the  origin  of  the  whole  thing.  Frequently  I  have  known  them  to  sell  granulated  sugar 
at  what  I  knew  to  be  a  half  a  cent  below  our  cost  price,  provided  it  was  bought  with 
tea.     I  look  v\oti  that  as  a  huge  swindle. 
By  Mr.  GuiUet : 
Q.  By  which  their  profits  would  be  considerably  advanced  ?    A.  You  should  not 
ask  me  a  hypothetical  question  like  that. 

Q.  A  deduction    from  what  you   say  ?    A.  A  deduction  without  patting  me  to 
the  trouble  of  making  it. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  As  you  know  the  gentlemen  in  the  guild,  if  a  wholepaler  was  to  sell  at  other 
than  the  advance  you  place  upon  the  sugar  you  would   look  uponthat  as  a  breach  of 
iaith  between  you  and  him,  and  you  could  cut  him  out  of  the  guild  list  ?    A.  No,  I 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the   guild  list.    I  have  nothing  to  do  with  its  management 
and  am  not  cognisant  of  the  guild  list  at  all. 
By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  No  cognizance?     A.  No,  except  in  the  manner  that  I  have  explained. 

By  Mr  Fisher  : 
Q.  I  do  not   suppose  that  you  do  take   cognizance.     ]f  a  gentleman    broke  the 
agreement  between  you  and  the  guild  you  would  not  feel  at  liberly  to  deal  with  him 
as  il  he  was  still  in  the  guild  ?    A.  No  I  would  not  put  it  in  that  way.     I  would  deal 
■with  the  guild  as  an  organized  body  and  not  as  individuals. 
By  Mr.  Fisher : 
Q.  Therefore,  do  I  understand  that  you  take  the  list  which  the  gnild  gives  you 
and  you  only  sell  to  these  people?    A.   Yes. 

Q.  Then  yon  don't  superintend  or  have  anything  to  do  with  the  manner  in 
irhicb  that  schedule  is  made  up  when  it  goes  into  the  wholesaler's  hands?  A.  Ex- 
cept that  1  have  the  right  of  an  explanation.  If  I  found  that,  under  any  circum- 
etances,  it  v^as  tianfgressed — the  understanding  which  exists  was  transgressed — I 
shonld  bring  it  to  the  notice  of  the  guild. 

Q.   And  the  next  time  that   that  gentleman,  whose  name  hiid  been  struck  offj. 
asked  you  ior  sugsr  what  would  ycu  do  ?    A.  1  would  expect  the  guild  to  deal  with 
Lis  case.     I  should  deal  with  the  guild  as  a  whole  ;  I  could  not  deal  with  individuals. 
Q.  You  deal  with  the  guild  as  a  whole  ?    A.   Yes. 

Q.  You  sell  10  the  guild  at  a  certain  rate  as  a  whole  and  you  don't  deal  with 
an  individual  at  all?    A.  Never. 

Q,  Then  your  agreement,  as  regards  the  sale  of  sugar,  is  as  between  you  as  a 
refiner  and  the  guild  of  wholesale  merchants  as  a  whole  ?    A.  Yes. 

By  the  Chairman :  ,.  .,     ,  +   •> 

Q.  Are  the  guild  responsible  to  you  for  the  payment  of  individual  accounts  r 
A-  ^'o,  there  is  t  othirg  of  that  sort  at  all.  We  have  to  take  our  risk  with  indivi- 
dual accounts. 
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Q.  Toa  take  the  list  of  -persons  yon  are  to  sell  to  from  this  printed  list.  This 
isjyoar  printed  list  ?     (Bshibit  1.)     A.   Yes. 

Q.  This  is  What  they  famish  you  for  your  gaidanoe  ?     A.  If  I  did  not  believe  in 
the  solvency  of  a  firm  I  say  I  woald  refuse  to  sell  them,  guild  or  no  gaild . 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  That  has  nothing  to  do  with  that  business  at  all  ?    A.  Not  a  bit.     If  I  was  in 
business  and  I  found  one  of  my  customers  selling  my  goods  and  making  a  sacrifice 
article  of  them,  selling  them  below  cost,  I  would  refuse  to  sell  to  him  on  any  terms. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  That  is  a  matter  of  your  own  business  ?  A.  That  is  the  principle  on  which 
I  go.  I  maintain  that  he  is  not  a  safe  man.  I  don't  consider  myself  bound  at  all  to 
sell  to  all  these  names. 

Q.  You  do  consider  yourself  bound  not  to    sell  to  anyone  else  except  these 
names?    A.   Except  on  these  terms. 
By  Mr.  Bain; 

Q.  I  suppose  as  a  matter  of  fact  your   business  is  limited  outside  of  the   guild. 
A.   I  think  most  of  them  never  dealt  with  me  at  all. 
By  Mr.  Ghiillet  : 

Q.  There  are  a  number  of  names  scored  off  that  list.  Why  were  they  scored 
off  7     Do  you  know  Mr.  Drummond  ?     A.    Well,  I  scarcely  know, 

Q.  I  have  been  informed  by  gentlemen  who  were  here  giving  evidence  before 
that  they  were  scored  off  because  they  were  dealing  retail  as  well  as  wholesale?  A. 
Possibly.  Tiiat  is  a  matter  for  the  guild — not  for  me  at  all.  I  had  nothing  to  do 
with  that — tbe  original  formation  of  the  list  or  the  amendments  to  it. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  if  the  list  was  reduced   one-half,  it  would  make  no  differ- 
ence to  you  as  long  as  they  draw  up  a  list.     If  the  names  were  cut  off  therefore  you 
would  cease  to  supply  them  ? 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  You  sell  under  their  direction  ?    A.   You   cannot  put  words  into  my  mouth. 
1  am  answering  reasonable  questions. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  ; 

Q.  As  you  don't  know  upon  what  terms  they  ormad  their  association,  who  they 
shall  receive  or  who  they  shill  exclude,  if  you  found  that  list  very  much  diminished 
and  a  large  number  of  the  names  scored  off  you  would  not  enquire  ?  A.  I  said  to  you 
at  the  beginning  that  the  first  thing  that  was  presented  to  me,  as  accompanying  the 
request,  was  a  list  of  gentlmen  who  had  formed  themselves  into  this  guild,  which 
comprised  I  think  about  96  per  cent,  of  all  our  customers,  and  I  thought  that  it  was 
an  important  factor  in  making  the  agreement  and    thought  I  was  at  liberty  to  do  it. 

Q.  You  did  not  include  in  your  list  any  that  were  not  your  customers  at  the 
time  but  that  those  on  the  list  were  all  your  customers  ?  A.  Nearly  all  men  who 
bought  from  us. 

Q.  I  understood  that  those  who  were  not  on  the  list  at  the  time  W3re  excluded 
if  they  were  retail  dealers ?  A.  That  I  am  not  very  certain  about;  I  think  that  was 
the  rule  laid  down,  but  I  am  not  very  certain.  We  did  not  supply  the  names  of  any 
one  to  those  in  the  guild. 

Q.  Was  it  not  understood  you  would  not  allow  any  others  to  be  put  on  except 
those  on  the  list— you  would  not  sell  to  any  others  ?    A.  Yes,  that  is  clear   enoiigh. 

Q.  When  these  names  were  struck  off,  you  did  not  enquire  why  they  ware 
struck  off  ?     A.  No,  I  did  not. 

Q.  Kor  the  same  reason  if  half  of  the  names  were  struck  out  you  would  not  prob- 
ably enquire?     A.  It   would   depend   upon   circumstances.    If  there   was  a  large 
elimication  I  would  have  to  look  into  it. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworlh)  : 

Q.   If  they  struck  off  a  good  old  customer  yon  had  done  business  with  for  80 
many  years  ?     A.  I  would  like  to  know  the  reason  why. 
By  Mr.  Guillet: 

Q.  These  were  good  customers  ;  Mr.  Baskerville  was  a  large  customer?  A., 
Tes;  I  believe  he  was. 
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Q.   Did  you  not  enquire  why  he  was  cut  off?    A.  As  a  matter  of  fact  I  did  not. 

By  Mr.  Fisher : 
Q.  You  did  not  allow  names  to  bs  added  to  that  list ;  that  was  your  agreement  ? 
A.  I  did  not  exercise  any  such  supervision. 

Q.  The  guild  had  perfect  liberty  to  add  or  take  away  from  that  list  without 
reference  to  you  ?     A.   Within  reason. 

Q.  So,  within  reason,  the  guild  controls  your  business?  A.  Well,  I  don't 
know ;  I  would  not  like  exactly  to  say  that. 

Q.  You  say  you  allow  the  guild,  within  reason  (that  is  a  large  qualification,  but 
still  within  reason),  to  say  who  you  shall  sell  to  and  who  you  shall  not  sell  to,  on 
certain  terms.     Is  that  not  the  understanding  ?    A.   With  my  consent. 

Q.  Then  I  understand  that  the  list  is  practically  under  your  control,  as  without 
your  consent  a  man  cannot  be  struck  off,  and  without  your  consent  a  man  cannot  be 
added  ?  A.I  beg  your  pardon ;  I  distinctly  disclaim  that.  They  might  add  a  dozen 
names  without  asking  my  opinion  at  all. 

Q.  Well,  then,  they  don't  control  that  you  should  sell  to  certain  men  or  not  ?  A. 
To  a  limited  extent  they  don't. 

Q.   Then  they  control  your  business  to  that  extent — within  reason,  as  you  say  ? 

By  the  Chairman  ; 
Q.  Have  you  sold  to  any  of  these  men  whose  names   are   struck  off,  after  joa 
were  given  notice  that  their  names  were  struck  off  ?    A.   Well,  I  have  not.    I  don't 
knew  of  any  of  them.     There  are  some  I  never  sold  to  before  either. 

Q.  You  are  not  the  only  sugar  refiner.     These  men   are   customers  of  all   the 
sugar  refineries  ?     A.  Very  likely. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  ; 
Q.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  guild  controls  that    list   hut   at  the  same 

time ?    A.  It  is  the  lift  of  the  guild. 

Q.  Exactly,  it  is  tie  list  of  the  guild,  but  at  the  same  time  you  exercise  this 
supervision  over  it  that  the  charges  must  be  within  reason  as  you  call  it  ?  A.  Well, 
if  they  were  very  marked  I  would  ask  the  reason  why. 

Q.  Yon  would  consider  yourself  at  liberty  to  break  the  agreement?  A.  I  con- 
sider myself  at  liberty  to  break  the  agreement  at  any  time  without  reason.  It  is 
perfectly  voluntary. 

Q.  It  is  an  agreement  as  locg  as  yon  are  satisfied  with  the  list?  A.  As  long  as 
I  am  satisfied  that  the  thing  is  being,  as  I  believe  it  is,  honestly  and  fairly  conducted. 
Q.  Fairly  and  honestly  as  between  jou  and  the  guild?  A.  And  the  public. 
Q.  Well,  the  public,  according  to  you,  have  no  say  in  the  matter  whatever. 
Their  interests  are  simply  affected  as  to  the  advance  which  you  and  the  guild  agree 
upon,  that  the  sugar  must  be  sold  at.  The  public  have  no  control  over  the  agree- 
ment in  any  way  whatever.  The  agreement  is  not  an  agreement  between  the  guild 
and  you  and  the  public,  it  is  an  agreement  between  you  and  the  guild  which  affecta 
the  public.     Is  that  not  so?    A.  Well,  that  is  a  very  long  question. 

Q.  Has  the  public  any  control  over  the  agreement  ?    A.  Well,  you  covered  ihat. 
Q.  I  understand   that   the   public   have   no   control  over  the   agreement  ?     A. 

Well— 

Q.  Do  you  say  that  they  have  ?    A.I  don't  know  ;  we  will  see. 

Q.  I  want  you  to  answer  that  question  ;  I  put  the  question ;  I  would  like  an 
answer?  A.  I  don't  think  a  gentleman  should  atk  a  question  like  that ;  it  is  wast- 
ing time.  J  -i  • 

Q.  A  few  minutes  ago  I  asked  you  about  the  control  over  that  list,  atd  it  is  am 
agreement  between  you  and  the  guild,  and  you  say  affected  not  only  you  and  the 
guild,  but  the  public,  and  that  leads  up  to  the  question  whether  the  public  have  any 
control  over  that  agreement  ?  A.  That  is  not  the  question.  It  is  its  effect  upon  the. 
public  I  have  to  take  into  consideration,  and  I  maintain,  and  they  maintain,  that  the 
public  cannot  get  the  service  of  distribution  on  any  cheaper  terms.  That  is  the  tuU 
extent  to  which  the  public  are  interested. 
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Q.  Yoa  don't  cOQsider  that  the  public  have  anything  in  it  exoept  yoa  consider 
this  agreement  is  in  the  interest  of  the  public  ?    A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Ouillet :  »» 

Q.  If  yoa  had  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  public  disapproved  of  such  aa 
arrangement  as  that,  you  would  then  relinquish  that?  A.  The  public  would  have 
their  own  remedy. 

By  the  Chairman :  "Qg 

Q.  Yoa  said  that  you  saw  granulated  sugar  selling  at  cost  and  under  cost  in 
Montreal,  and  that  it  was  preposterous.  Was  the  public  getting  the  beneSt  of  that  ? 
A.  I  would  just  like  you  to  allow  me  to  argue  that  point.  I  will  answer  your  ques- 
tion. I  said  that  I  saw  in  a  shop  window  in  MoQtraal  a  placard  stating  that  sugar 
was  to  be  had  here  at  a  price  one-half  a  cent  a  pouud  below  what  they  could  buy  it 
for,  provided  it  was  bought  with  tea.  Now,  I  say  that  as  far  as  the  public  is  ooa- 
cerned  that  it  is  unfair  and  deceptive,  and  that  the  public,  if  they  get  a  half  a  cent 
a  pound  on  sugar,  they  pay  four  or  five  cents  a  pound  more  for  the  tea, 

Q.  You  don't  kaow  it  as  a  matter  of  fact?  A,  I  kaow  it  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that 
that  is  the  only  way  a  man  can  live.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  a  man  caa 
live  and  can  keep  the  establishment  opeu  and  do  busiaess  for  nothing. 

Q.  You  say  tne  wholesale  grocers  have  been  doing  that.  Have  they  been  living' 
dishonestly  ?     A.  I  believe  so,  I  think  so. 

Q.  They  all  had  to  do  it  ?  A,  I  think  it  was  dishonest,  they  might  better  have 
charged  a  fair  reasouable  living  advance  on  any  article,  than  nothing  on  some  and 
too  much  on  others.     That  is  the  ruin  of  all  business. 

Q.  The  wholesale  grocery  business,  partioularly,  has  been  most  profitable  in  all 
particulars,   in   this   country.     There   are   fewer  failures   than  in  any  other  line  of 
business  ?     A.  I  cannot  tell  you  that,  I  have  no  reason  to  know  that. 
By  Mr.  Fisher : 

Q.  You  said  the  public  had  their  own  remedy  if  this  agreement  was  not  to  their 
taste.  Would  yoii  give  me  your  impression  as  to  what  that  remedy  is  ?  A.  Well,  I 
think  that  is  entirely  out  of  my  region. 

Q.  You  said:  "  They  have  their  owq  remedy?"     A.  I  might  have  ray  opinion 
on  that  point.     I  certainly   cannot  possibly  answer  a  question  of  that   kind.     My 
opinion  would  be  worth  nothing. 
By  Mr.  Quillet: 

A.  You  said,  you  believed  that  the  sugar  trade  was  becoming  demoralized  and 
that  this  was  a  recent  development  which  did  not  exist  formerly.  Can  you  account 
for  the  reason  why  it  did  not  exist  formerly?  A.  It  was  the  outooraa  of  excessive 
competition,  I  think. 

Q.  My  own  opinion  was— perhaps  yon  can  state  whether  it  was  a  fair  one — that 
the  various  grades  of  sugar  imported  into  Canada  before  we  had  sugars  refined  upon 
a  uniform  standard,  was  so  much  under  actual  value  and  the  appearance  was  such 
that  the  public  were  very  readily  deceived  as  to  the  value  of  the  sugar,  and  competi- 
tion was  so  keen,  inasmuch  as  they  were  able  to  say  that  the  value  was  better 
although  the  sugar  was  a  little  higher.  When  sugar  came  to  be  established  by  a 
standard  there  was  not  that  advantage?     A.  I  think  that  is  right. 

Q.  There  was  then  the  facility  for  selling  ^sugars  at  one  uniform  grade  ?    A.  I 
think  you  are  quite  right. 
By  the  Chairman  • 

Q.  About  the  quality  of  the  sugar,  how  do  you  account  for  a  barrel  of  sugar 
■weighing  so  much  more  than  it  did  some  time  ago  ?     A.  There  is  more  put  into  it, 

Q.  That  would  account  for  it  that  one  way,  but  a  barrel  of  the  same  size  and 
with  a  greater  weight  of  sugar ;  how  do  you  account  for  that  ?  A.  Simply  the  same 
reason— better  put  iu  and  better  packed.  I  know  what  you  are  after  now.  This  is 
Matthewson's  assertion  that  the  sugar  is  made  badly,  I  tell  you  he  is  entirely  mlstakea 
that  the  sugar  made  by  us  (I  don't  speak  about  that  of  anybody  else— I  have  no 
reason  to  doubt  the  same  for  them)  is  just  as  good  as  ever  it  was  in  the  world  and  no 
better  sugar  is  made  anywhere. 
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Q.  How  do  you  account  for  it  being  SO  much  more  difficult  to  handle?  A.  I 
don't  admit  that  that  is  a  fact. 

Q.  Then  you  don't  know  much  about  it?  A.  I  think  I  know  all  about  my  owa 
sugar. 

Q,  I  have  had  experience  in  the  thing.  It  is  twice  as  difficult  to  handle.  A.  It 
is  harder  packed  in  the  barrels  to  save  packages.  That  la  pretty  much  the  only 
Teason  of  that  complaint. 

Q.  Is  it  from  the  fact  of  there  being  glucose  in  it  ?     A.  It  is  not  from  that  fact 
at  all,  because  there  is  no  more  glucose  in  it. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 
Q.  Is  it  a  fact  that  syrups  are  not  so  plentiful  ?     A.  Yes,  that  is  a  fact. 

Q.  Why  is  it  ?    A.  Simply  because  they  are  not  produced. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  ; 

Q.  Is  there  any  glucose  in  your  sugar?     A.  There  is  glucose  in  every  sugar 
made  that  exists  in  the  world. 
By  the  Ohairman  : 

Q.  You  say  that  sugars  that  are  made  now  are  as  pure  sugars  as  were  made 
three  or  four  years  ago  ?  A.  I  do  ;  I  say  they  are  quite  as  good  and  sometimes  & 
shade  better. 

Q.  Yellow  sugars?  A.  Yellows,  whites,  and  everything.  We  never  made 
better  sugars  than  we  made  this  year.     (Bshiljit  27.) 

Q.  Where  do  you  get  the  raw  material  ?     A.  From  all  parts  of  the  universe. 

Q.  That  is  very  indefinite.  A.  We  get  sugar  from  Europe,  we  get  sugar  from 
China,  Manilla,  Brazil,  Cuba,  and  from  several  parts  of  the  British  Empire  and  West 
Indies.  At  the  present  moment  I  think  I  have  European  sugar  and  Phillipine 
Island  sugar. 

Q.  European  sugars — that  is  beet  root  sugar  ?  A.  Yes,  we  have  it  from  Cuba, 
Brazil,  India,  I  think  that  is  about  all. 

Q.  What  proportion  of  beet  root  sugar  do   you  have  ?    A.  We  use  a  small  pro- 
portion ;  it  rather  improves  sugar  to  use  a  little  of  it. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  It  grades  just  as  high  as  cane  sugar,  as  a  matter  of  fact  ?  A.  The  fact 
is,  it  is  the  most  expensive  sugar  there  is . 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  as  far  as  quality  goes  ?     A.  It  is  pretty  much  the  same. 

Q.  It  bas  been  very  largely  produced  of  late  years — has  it  not?  A.  It  forms 
one-half,  nearly,  of  all  the  sugar  crop  of  the  world.  About  2,500.000  tons  of  it  are 
produced  annually,  and  those  of  all  other  kinds  of  sugar  put  together  are  just  aboat 
the  same. 

Q.  I  suppose  it  has  entered  very  largely  into  all  the  sugars  refined  of  late  years? 
A.  Ot  late  years  it  has  entered  much  more  largely  in  sugars  produced  in  Europe 
than  su<^ars  further  from  it.  To  us,  at  the  door  of  the  West  Indies,  here,  it  is  to  our 
interest  to  use  a  smaller  proportion  of  it. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  our  West  India  8us;ar  trade,  juJging  from  the  trad© 
returns,  is  not  very  large  ?  A.  I  haven't  looked  at  them  for  sometime  back,  but  a 
very  large  proportion  of  our  sugar  comes  from  there. 

Q.  In  fact  I  was  very  much  surprised  to  see  so  small  a  proportion  of  the  West 
India  sugar  furnished  for  actual  consamption  in  Canada?  A.  The  total  crop  of 
Cuba,  the  largest  one  in  the  world,  is  600,000  tons  or  thoreaboats.  It  is  only  one- 
fourth  of  the  beet  root  sugar  crop  of  Europe. 

Q.  Then  I  suppose  the  lowering  of  prices  has  tended  to  reduce  the  production? 
A.  Not  much,  I  think. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  Do  you  get  more  cane  sugar  from  the  West  Indies  than  beet  root  sugar  from 
Europe  ?  A.  A  great  deal.  The  oeet  root  sugar  which  we  use  this  year,  I  cannot 
eay  how  much  exactly  it  would  be,  but  I  do  not  think  it  can  be  more  than  one-eightk 
or  one- tenth  of  what  we  use.    I  am  only,  however,  guessing. 
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Q  Most  of  yonr  cane  sugar  comes  from  the  West  Indies?  A*  East  Indies  as 
Tveli. 

Q.  Do  you  get  more  from  the  Bast  Indies  than  the  West?    A.  I  do  not  know,  it 
is  all  beet  root  sugar  that  comes  from  Europe.     We  get  a  great  deal  of  cane  sugar 
from  Brazil  and  Cuba,  and  a  great  deal  from  the  Bast  Indies. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  From  what  you  have  stated  there  is  no  arrangement  with  any  other  refiner 
of  sugar  about  prices  ?  A.  I  tell  you  whenever  they  ask  our  prices  we  tell  thenii 
Very  frequently  on  the  eve  of  the  day  we  telegraph  saying  our  price  is  so  and  so. 

Q.  Do  you  come  to  a  mutual  arrangement  ?    A.  No. 

Q.  No  arrangement?    A.  No. 

Q.  Your  whole  arrangement  is   with   the   guild  ?     A.  Yes ;  and  not  with  the 
other  refiners,  and  the  prices  that  we   would  quote   to   our   brother   refiners  would 
simply  be  the  prices  of  our  white  sugar;  and   that   we   would   tell  them  directly  or 
through  their  agents,  or  to  anybody  that  would  come  into  our  office. 
By  Mr,  Fisher  : 

Q.  Practically  the  price  of  yellow  sugar  is  fixed  by  the  white?  A.  It  has  no 
direct  connection. 

Q.  If  white  is  selling  at  a  certain  price,  would  not  that  affect  the  price  of  yellows; 
that  is,  raise  or  lower  it,  as  the  case  may  by  ?  A.  It  would  influence  it  sooner  or  later. 

Q.  Iq  your  own  sales  do  you  not  keep  generally  about  the  same  proportion  in 
the  prices  of  yellows  and  white  ?  A.  No  ;  they  do  not ;  but  they  still  hang  one  to 
the  other  more  or  Jess. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  me  about  what  proportion  of  the  sugar  that  has  been  made  in 
Canada  during  the  last  six  months  or  so,  you  have  made,  that  is  to  say,  the  relative 
output  of  your  factory  ?  A.  I  do  not  know,  for  I  do  not  know  what  has  been  pro- 
duced in  Canada  ? 

Q.  You  know  the  St.  Lawrence  refinery  has  been  closed  ?  A.  I  think  about 
two-tliirds,  probably  fifty  per  cent,  of  all. 

Q.  Practically  your  prices  then  would  almost  control  the  whole  market?  A.  I 
do  not  know. 

By  Mr.  Guillet  ; 

Q.  Has  the  cost  been  increased  to  the  wholesalers  by  this  combine  ?  A.  Not  at  all. 

Q.  Does  it  not  give  you  an  opportunity  of  raising  the  price.  That  is,  greater 
facility  for  raising  the  prices  ?    A    I  do  not  think  so. 

Q.  I  mean  in  reference  to  the  fact  that  your  prices  regulat?  the  prices  of  other 
refineries  your  prices  have  governed  ?  A.  They  have  not  governed  the  prices  of 
other  refineries. 

Q.  I  think  you  said  something  to  that  effect  ?  A.  I  said  probably  they  would 
fall  in  with  our  prices,  for  white  sugars  only,  but  not  for  yellows.  The  fact  is,  we 
have  DO  control  over  them  in  any  way  in  that  respect.  I  think  they  generally 
undersell  us. 

Q.  Your  sugar  being  better  ?    A.  No ;  not  at  all. 

Q.  In  reference  to  glucose  I  want  to  make  an  inquiry.  There  is  an  impression 
that  glucose  is  hurtful,  as  if  it  were  not  a  wholesome  article  of  food  ?  A.  That  i» 
my  impression. 

Q.  In  what  way  do  you  account  for  the  use   of  glucose  ?     A.  We  do  not  use  it. 
The  glucose  I  speak  of  is  a  natural  product.     It  is  an  intrinsic  part  of  sugar  and  is  a 
natural  product.     It  is  not,  however,  the  glucose  made  from  corn  starch. 
By  Mr.  Fisher : 

Q.  It  18  not  put  into  the  sugar  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  take  any  means  of  taking  it  out  ?  A.  It  is  the  syrup  that  we  do 
take  out. 

By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  There  is  sometimes  more  taken  out  than  others  ?     A.  No,  not  at  all, 

Q.  But  if  there  were  not  as  much  taken  out  it  would  affect  the  sugar?  A,  It 
would  not  be  sugar  ;  it  would  be  like  porridge.  It  remains  in  it  to  a  certain  extent 
but  no  more.  '  ' 
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By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  Is  there  not  a  difference  in  the  amount  of  moisture  in  the  various  grades  of 
yellows  ?     A.  Very  little,  hardly  any. 

Q;  And  consequently  there  is  very  little  difference  in  the  amount  of  syrup  left 
in  ?     A.  No,  very  little. 
Bi/  Mr.  Guillet : 
Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  sugars  now  on  the  market  are  more  clammy  and  more 
heavy — not  so  free  grained  ?  A.  Do  you  say  that  as  a  fact  ? 

Q.  It  is  a  fact.  It  is  the  experience  of  those  of  us  in  the  retail  business  A, 
During  last  summer  there  was  a  great  demand  for  cheap  sugars  to  sell  at  so  much 
per  pound,  and  to  satisfy  that  demand  a  lower  grade  of  sugar  was  made  and  sold  at  a 
cheaper  rate.     This  we  would  not  like  to  do  as  a  rule, 

Q.  Did  that  contain  glucose  ?     A.  Every  sugar  contains  glucose. 
Q.  Did  that  not  contain  more  glucose  ?     A.  It  might  have  contained  more  on 
that  account,  because  that  is  the   reason  it  was  cheaper.     It  was  sugar  which  pro- 
bably, if  we  had  had  our  own  way  we  would  not  have  sold  &i  all,  but  which  the  trade 
really  demanded. 

By  the  Chairman  ; 
Q,   You  have  not  accounted  for  the   clamminess  or  stickiness.     A.  We  did  not 
make  it  clammy  because  we  wanted  to;  but  because  we  could  not  help  it.     If  you 
try  to  make  a  sugar  too  low  in  quality,  lower  than  we  desire,  as  a  rule,  it  will  be 
unavoidably  more  or  less  clammy 

Q,  All  the  yellows  had  the  same  appearance  ?    A.  I  deny  that. 
Q,  Except  the  finer  grades,  and  these  were  to  soma  extent  ?    A.  I  deny  that, 
and  I  say  it  is  not  the  case. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 
Q.  In  speaking  of  yellow  sugars  being  clammy  Mr.  Wallace  means  yellows  dis- 
tinctively 7     A.  I  give  that  a  positive  denial. 
The  Chairman — Ton  need  not. 

By  Mr.  Wood  ^Westmoreland')  : 
Q.  There  are  one  or  two  questions  that  I  was  not  quite  clear  upon ;  I  was  not  in 
at  the  first  of  the  examination .     If  I  understood  Mr .  Drummond  aright  the  increased 
cost  to  the  consumer  is  two  per  cent.     Is  that  to  the  consumer  by  this  arrangement. 
A.  Under  this  arrangement,  that  is  the  cost  by  this  arrangement. 

Q.  Averaged  over  the  whole  output  of  the  refiners  ?  A.  Kemember  I  say  in- 
crease if  you  go  upon  the  basis  of  the  intermedial  wholesale  houses  doing  business 
for  nothing. 

Q.  For  nothing?  A.  Yes;  they  would  be  then  all  losing  money.  There  has 
been  no  increase  to  the  consumer  that  I  know  of  under  this  arrangement. 

Q.  What  does  this  two  per  cent,  represent?  A.  It  they  were  doing  business 
for  nothing,  which  they  represented  to  me  they  were  doing,  then  this  agreement 
gave  them  a  bare  living  margin  to  do  their  business  on . 

Q.   Do  I  understand  then  that  this  two  per  cent,  profit  is  tho  profit  which  this 
arrangement  secures  to  the  guild  of  wholesale  grocers  ?    A.  Yes,  under  that  agreement. 
Q.  Averaged  over  the  whole  output  of  sugar  ?    A.  Tes. 

Q.  Is  that  clear  profit ?  A.  No,  it  is  not  clear  profit.  It  is  the  only  margin 
they  have  to  cover  the  expenses  of  doing  their  business. 

Q.   What  expenses  ?     A.  They  tell  me  office  rent,  insurance,  cartage 

Q.   Of  course  everybody  has  to  pay  their  office  rent  ?    A.  I  do  not  follow  you. 
Q.   Where  does  the  freight  come  in  ?    A.  The  nominal  amount  in  the  agreement 
was  three-eighths  and  one- half  cent,  but  out  of  that  they  had  to  pay  the  freight. 
Q.  This  two  per  cent,  is  the  net  ?     A.  Tes. 

Q.  I  think  you  stated  that  this  arrangement  was  the  outcome  of  the  competition 
among  wholesale  grocers  ?    A .   So  I  understood. 
By  Mr.  Guillet ; 
Q.  By  which  they  were  selling  sugar  at  a  loss;   that  was  the  state  of  things 
whieh  existed  ?    A.   So  1  understood. 
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Q.  Mr.  Matthew^on  stated  to  us  as  well  as  Mr.  Lightbonnd,  that  the  average 
profit  which  they  made  now  on  sugar  was  between  5  and  6  per  cent,  ?  A.  That 
who  made  ? 

Q.  That  the  wholesale  dealers  made  on  sugar  at  these  rates  that  were  agreed 
upon  ?     Ai  I  think  you  are  wrong  in  your  calculation. 

Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)— He  spoke  of  all  grades  and  said  that  the  average 
profit  made  was  6  per  cent. 

The  Chairman— Under  15  barrels  of  granulated,  three-eighths  of  a  cent,  and  15 
barrels  and  over,  a  quarter  of  a  cent.  Three-eighths  of  a  cent  would  be  a  profit  of 
about  5J  per  cent. 

By  Mr.  Guiclet  : 

Q.  There  is  no  means  of  regulating  the  prices  of  yellows  ?  A.  I  would  like  to 
make  it  very  clear  that  I  have  expressed  no  opinion  as  to  the  actual  profit  they  do 
make.     What  I  wanted  to  put  clearly  was   that  whatever   profit   they   made  before 

1  did  not  know  but  that  this  agreement  did  not  aflfeot  it  to  the   extent   of   more  than 

2  per  cent. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Then  on  the  granulated  that  the  agreement  covers,  how  much  is  the  profit  ? 
A.  3|  to  4  per  cent. 

By  Mr.  Wood : 

Q.  That  corresponds  with  Mr.  Lightbound's  statements  ?  A.  6  per  cent,  taking 
off  the  freight. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  The  freight  is  allowed  to  Toronto,  because  they  are  allowed  to  charge  one 
eighth  of  a  cent  more  in  Toronto  than  in  Montreal,  and  that  one-eighth  of  a  cent  pays 
the  full  freight  and  perhaps  a  little  more.  At  any  rate  it  pays  the  fall  freight  ?  A, 
Well  then  it  still  leaves  it  just  where  I  said. 

Q.  At  f  of  a  cent  profit  which  is  the  largest  amount  sold  by  the  wholesaler  to 
the  retailers  it  leaves  5J  per  cent  on  the  granulated,  and  you  have  no  agreement 
covering  the  sale  of  the  other,  so  that  you  need  not  count  it  in.  They  pay  5J  per 
cent,  besides  the  freight?    A.  Do  you  know  the  actual  figures  ? 

Q.  At  7f  cents  which  is  the  price  here  they  pay  seven  cents  ?  A.  Excuse  me, 
the  price  might  be  7^  cents. 

Q.  You  have  told  us  what  the  advance  is.  On  7f  cents  under  15  barrels  the 
profit  would  be  throe-eighths  of  a  cent  per  pound  ;  a  little  over  5J  per  cent,  and 
they  get  an  allowance  of  one-eighth  of  a  cent  in  Toronto  which  pays  the  freight.  A. 
One-eighth  of  a  cent  per  lb.  does  not  pay  the  freight.     It  costs  16  cents  per  100  lbs. 

Q.  In  summer  time  they  sometimes  get  it  for  10  cents  per   100  lbs  ?     A.  I  am 
told  that  the  actual  freight  to  Toronto  is  16  cents  per  100  lbs.  in  full  carload  lots. 
By  Mr.  Fisher : 

Q.  Now  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  We  all  know  that  freight  in   the  summer  time  is  very   mn«h  reduced  and 
about  10  or  12  cents  per  100  lbs.  would  cover  the  average  of  the  year  round?    A.  I 
think  not.     Thirteen  cents  is  the  lowest  I  am  told. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Thirteen  cents  was  not  the  lowest  ?  A.  It  is  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge 
and  belief. 

By  Mr.  Fisher : 

Q.  I  want  to  ask  you  with  reference  to  one  point  you  made  just  now.  I  under- 
stand that  you  say  that  this  agreement  has  added  as  you  put  it  about  2  percent,  to 
the  expense  of  the  consumer  to  what  it  was  before  the  agreement  came  into  opera- 
tion ?  A.  If  it  were  assumed  that  upon  that  class  of  sugars  they  did  it,  previously, 
for  nothing. 

Q.  Independently  of  what  they  did  it  for,  does  not  this  agreement  as  you  have 
made  it  out  now  raise  the  price  of  sugar  to  the  consumer  ?  A.  Not  unless  they  did 
it  for  nothing  before. 
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Q.  As  I  understand  these  list  prices  here  are  fixed  by  you.  Tou  intimate  once 
a  week  to  the  wholesaler  the  price  at  which  they  will  get  the  sugar  from  you,  and 
your  agreement  binds  them  to  advance  that  to  a  certain  figure?  A,  Not  beyond  a 
•certain  figure. 

Q.  And  you  said  not  less  than  a  certain  figure  a  while  ago  ?     A.  Yes. 
Q.  Therefore,  you  practically  fix  the  price  at  which  the  wholesaler  sells   to  the 
retailer?    A,  Pretty  much. 

Q.  How  do  you  fix  that  price  yonself  ?     A.  Our  own  price  ? 
Q.  Yes  ?     A.  "We  fix  it  according  to  the  markets,  principally  the  outside  markets, 
and  the  competition  at  the  time  being. 

Q.  The  market  here  and  the  market  in  New  York  7  A.  Yes,  and  the  competition 
at  the  time  being  amongst  ourselves. 

Q,  YovL  fix  it  then  ?  A.  I  am  happy  to  see  that  Mr.  Lightbouud  gives  us  some 
credit.  He  makes  out  that  at  the  time  that  it  would  have  cost  8J  cents  a  lb.  we 
were  selling  it  at  7 J  cents. 

Q.  To  the  guild?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  fix  the  price  by  the  figures  at  which 
this  sugar  can  be  bought  in  England  or  in  the  United  States,  and  add,  of  course,  the 
price  at  which  it  can  be  laid  down  here  ?  A.  More  or  less,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact 
we  must  be  below  that. 

Q.  How?    A.  We  always  are. 

Q.  You  must  be:     Why  ?     A.  In  order  to  keep  our  business: 

Q.  If  you  raised  your  prices  equal  to  what  sugar  could  be  laid  down  here  from 
England  or  United  States  ?     A.  We  would  have  importations. 

Q.  Why  ?     A.  Because  we  find  it  so  every  time, 

Q.  If  your  sugars  were  as  good  as  theirs  they  would  not  be  distanced,  but  if  of 
a  lower  grade,  that  is  another  reason  ?  A.  As  a  matter  of  fact  we  have  to  keep  our 
prices  below  the  cost  of  importation  sometimes  very  considerably.  As  a  fact  when 
the  advance  took  place  in  England  the  price  of  sugar  similar  to  our  granulated  sugar 
ran  up  within  a  month  or  two  from  16s.  3d.  to  2 Is. 

Q.  That  is  a  rise  in  the  market  ?  A.  And  our  raw  material  ran  up  in  a  larger 
proportion  to  that.  Beet  root  sugar  went  up  60  per  cent,  in  price  from  10s.  3d.  to 
nearly  16s.  Kaw  sugars  of  every  kind  went  up.  Brazil  sugars  went  up  about  one- 
third  in  value,  and  our  sugars  did  not  go  up  quite  as  far,  but  we  had  to  follow  the 
raw  material  in  the  market, 

Q.  Do  I  understand  from  that  that  you  regulate  your  prices  very  much  on  the 
prices  of  raw  sugar  ?     A.  We  have  to  very  much. 

Q.  More  on  the  prices  of  raw  sugar  ?     A.  On  both  ;  partly  what  it  costs  us  and 
partly  what  competition  would  compel  us  to  do  it. 
By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  There  was  a  fire  in  Montreal  at  which  the  St.  Lawrence  Sugar  Eefinery  was 
destroyed.     Do  you  remember  the  time  of  that  fire?     A,  I  think  it  was  June  or  July. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  your  sugar  taking  a  pretty  rapid  jump  after  that  ?  A. 
Within  a  fortnight  or  so  it  advanced  one-eighth  of  a  cent  per  lb. 

Q,  Not  any  more  ?    A.  No,  I  think  not ;   I  do  not  think  it  went  up  more  than 
one-eighth  of  a  cent  within  a  month.    I  am  giving  you  from  recollection  as  near  as  I 
have  it,  but  I  am  pretty  sure  I  am  right. 
By  Mr.  Quillet  : 

Q.  You  know  Mr.  Matthewson,  of  the  firm  of  J.  A.  Mathewson  &  Co.,  do  you  not  ? 
The  firm  is  of  good  financial  standing,  is  it  not  ?  and  you  have  no  objection  to  sup- 
plying them  ?    A.  I  would  rather  not  say  anything  about  that. 

Q,  But  you  have  sold  them  sugars  ?    A,  Oh,  yes,  we  have  sold  them  sugars. 

Q.  Even  recently  at  the  advanced  price  ?  A .  I  do  not  know  that  we  have  sold 
them  for  some  time  past.  I  would  rather  not  say  anything  of  my  appreciation  of 
Mr.  J.  A.  Matthewson. 

Q.  He  produced  an  invoice  of  yours  showing  that  you  had  sold  him  sugars  at 
the  advanced  price  7    A.     Quite  likely. 
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Q.  Tou  do  not  know  it  as  a  fact?    A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Wood  (Westmoreland'): 
Q.  Did  the  refiners  make  large  profits  last  year?     A.  That  is  a  question   which. 
is  a  good  deal  spoken  about.     In  addition  to  being  refiners  of  sugars   we    are   enor- 
mous dealers,  aod  we  have  occasionally  made  large  profits  in  dealing  in  sugar  which 
never  entered  into  our  possession,  and  never  was  refined. 
By  Mr.  Quillet: 
Q.  Eaw  sugars  ?    A.  Yes.     I  may  also  say  that  the   profits   on   refined   sugars 
have  been  enormoasly  exaggerated  to  the  very  great  detriment   of  the    business   of 
this  country.     The  absurd  and  preposterous  rumors  about  the  profits  on  sugar  refin- 
ing have  ruined  lots  of  people.     I  have  no  objection  to  stating  what  is  the  position  of 
the  Company  of  which  I  am  president.     Since  its  inception   it   has   paid   dividends 
amounting  to  a  fraction  over  8  per  cent,  on  the  average,  some  years  more  and   some 
years  less,  and  some  years  nothing,  but  our  profits  have  not  averaged   more   than   8 
and  a  fraction  per  cent. 

By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 
Q.  Since  its  inception?  A.  Yes.  Since  1878,  when  onr Company  was  organized, 
and  our  stock  at  the  present  moment  is  to  be  had  either  at  par  or  very  close  to  it. 
That  is  the  appreciation  oar  stdckholders  have  of  the  enormous  profits,  and  as  I 
declared,  large  proportions  of  these  dividends  have  been  made  out  of  dealings  in 
sugar  apart  altogether  from  refining.  I  think  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  anywhere 
in  the  Dominion  a  more  modest  statement  than  that.  It  is  only  a  fraction  beyond 
bank  interest. 

By  Mr.  Guillet  : 
Q.  Is  your  stock  paid  up  in  full  ?     A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  What  is  your  capital?    A.  Nominally,  $1,000,000. 

By  Mr.  Fisher : 
Q.  The  refinery  used  to  be  in  the  hands  of  certain  individuals  before  1878,  did  it 
not?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  then  you  formed  a  joint  stock  company  ?    A.  Yes. 
Q.  You  say  the  nominal  capital  is  $1,000,000.    May  I  ask  at  what  the  original 
plant  and  machinery  was  taken  over  for  ?     A.  $400,000. 

Q.  You  say  you  have  been  paying  8  per  cent,  since  1878.  Was  that  8  per  cent 
on  the  $1,000,000  ?    A.  No  ;  we  have  not  $1,000,000  paid  up. 

Q.  What  is  your  paid-up  capital  ?    A.  About  $900,000  fully  paid  up. 
Q.  And  you  paid  8  per  cent,  on  that  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  say  a  very  large  proportion  of  your  profits  and  losses  have  been  due  to 
speculations  in  sugar  ?    A.  Not  speculation. 

Q.  Well,  by  the  buying  and  selling  of  sugar  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  stated  a  little  while  ago  that  a  great  deal  of  this  had  never  been  refined. 
Do  I  understand,  then,  that  you  have  been  in  the  habit  of  buying  sugar  and  selling 
it  to  other  refiners  ?    A.  Outside  of  the  Dominion  altogether. 

Q.  But  still  that  profit  is  included  in  the  8  per  cent.  ?     A.  Yes. 
Q.  Can  you  tell  me  what  your  plant  and  machinery  and  stock  is  valued  at  to- 
day ?    A.  I  do  not  remember  exactly.     There  is  very  little  difi'erence. 
Q.  Only  about  $400,000  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  you  have  improved  your  stock  and  plant  materially  since 
1878  ?    A.  The  plant,  of  course,  requires  constant  renovation. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  yom  put  in  new  plant  and  machinery  lately  ?  A.  Wo 
have  to  maintain  the  thing  in  a  full  state  of  efficiency.  We  do  not  write  oflF  any- 
thing for  depreciation,  while  in  some  institutions  they  write  off'  as  much  as  15  or  20 
per  cent. 

Q.  You  say  your  capital  stock  is  about  $900,000  7     A.  Yes. 
Q.  And  about  $400,000   in   plant   and  machinery  ?     What  else  is  required  for 
carrying  on  your  business  ?    A.  It  requires  an   enormous   stock   to   carry  on   our 
business.    For  instance,  in  bringing  our  sugars  from  East  Indies  we  sometimes  buy 
a  cargo  of  sugar  and  do  not  see  it  for  9  months. 
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By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  I  suppose  the  value  of  the  stock  is  a  very  good  criterion  of  the  profits.     Yoa 
say  your  stock  is  valued  at  about  par  ?     A.  Yes,  about  par.     If  it  was  au  enormously 
profitable  business  it  would  not  be  at  that. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  Your  stock  then  would  not  be  so  valuable  if  it  was  not  for  the  outside  profits  ? 
A.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be. 

Q.  If  your  stock  had  always  been  at  par  and  you  had  been  makinc;  exceptional 
profits  this  year  we  would  have  to  infer  that  your  profits  this  year  were  not  larger 
than  those  of  former  years  ?    A.  I  cannot  follow  that. 

Q.  If  your  profits  were  exceptionally  large  in  any  one  year,  and  your  stock  was 
still  at  par  it  does  not  prove  anything  if  you  do  not  know  what  the  profits  are  ?    A. 
I  think  the  newspapers  are  pretty  well  informed  as  to  the  profits. 
By  Mr.  Fisher : 

Q.  Do  you  keep  a  different  account  of  your  profits  of  the  refining  and  of  your 
profits  on  buying  ?     A.  Totally  impossible. 

Q.  You  cannot  then  give  any  opinion  as  to  the  profits  of  a  refinery  pure  and 
eimple  ?     A.  No ;  nobody  can  under  the  circumstances. 

Q.  The  plant  engaged  in  refining  sugar  throughout  the  Dominion  is  more  than 
*nflGicient  to  supply  refined  sugar  ?  A.  Yes ;  since  the  destruction  of  St.  Lawrence 
refinery,  we  have  been  all  summer  supplying  the  demand  and  have  always  had  a 
large  stock. 

Q.  The  St.  Lawrence  is  equipped  and  they  will  have  more  than  sufficient  plant  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  If  this  refinery  keeps  up  there  would  be  some  competition  among  the  refiners 
probably  ?     A.  There  is  now. 

Q.  The  mills  then  could  not  run  full  time.    They   would   have    to   combine  or 
lose?    A.  I  think  your  arguments  are  perfectly  sound. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Have  you  any  arrangements  as  to  production   among  refiners?    A.  Yes, 
there  was  an  understanding  entered   into   whereby  if  the  production  exceeded  the 
demand  that  we  would  cut  down  equally,  that  would  reduce  the  prodnoiion. 
By  Mr.  Guillet; 

Q.  You  had  actually  an  understanding  to  do  that  ?  A.  Yes,  upon  that  point  we 
have  an  understanding. 

Q.  That  would  regulate  prices  ?  A.  No,  not  at  all ;  &i  long  as  there  was  plenty 
of  sugar  to  sell. 

By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Of  course,  in  regulating  the  production  you  rei^ulate  the  amount  one  has  to 
Bell?  A.  Yes,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  it  was  always  a  great  deal  in  excess.  It  was 
only  in  the  winter  months  that  that  came  into  operation. 

Q.  This  present  winter  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  YoQ  had  no  such  arrangement  before?     A.   No. 

Q.  That  is  the  only  arrangement  ?     A.  That   is   the   only  arrangement  which 

ever  existed.  ii    o      .      a++u 

Q.  How  often   is   that   arrangement    made— weekly  or  monthly  !     A.   At  the 

end  of  the  month.     It  was    more   of  a   political    arrangement   than  anything  else. 

The  lower  provinces  claimed  that  they  should  have  a  fair  share  of  the  wort,  and  at 

the  beginning  of  th'e  month  the  understanding  was  that  we  should  see  how  much  of 

stock  was  likely  to  be  wanted  for  that  month. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 
Q.   Whatmonth  was  that?     A.  Every  month.     Any  month. 

By  Mr.  Fisher :  ,  ,  j       tj. 

Q.  Is  the  arrangement  going  on  now  ?     A.  No,  it  has  been  dropped.     It  was 

found  that  we  did  not  care  to  keep  it  up. 

By  the  Chairman :  „  ^  .  ^     •  +    „^ 

Q.  The  arrangement  does  not  exist  now?  A.  The  arrangement  does  not  exist  now. 
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By  Mr.  Bain  (Weniworih)  :  , 

Q.  Is  there  any  competition  be  ween  refiners  now  in  that  case  ?  A.  Yes,  there 
is  as  much  as  ever  there  was. 

Q.  How  can  there  be  while  this  combination  exists  7   A.  What  combination  ? 

Q.  Among  the  wholesale  groceis?  A.  The  wholesale  grocers,  with  reference  to 
all  sugars,  can  buy  them  at  any  prices  they  like.  I  ocly  find  out  what  my  competi- 
tors are  charging  through  actual  tranbactions. 

Q.  The  whole^ale  grocers  issue  a  price-litt  once  a  week,  upon  which  is  entered 
the  advance  that  they  shall  sell  sugars?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  They  come  to  you  for  information  with  respect  to  these  figures  ?  A.   Yes. 

Q.  If  the  others  undersell  you  materially,  they  would  take  the  business  which 
should  fall  to  you,  would  they  not  ?   A.  That  is  a  fact. 

Q.  How  do  you  remedy  that  ?   A,  Cut  down  our  prices.     We   have   never   con- 
sidered ourselves  bound  at  all  by  that  list,  by  the  prices  given  to  them  once  a  week. 
We  may  take  it  down  next  morning. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  They  may  be  selling  at  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  cent   advance.     They   are 
bound  to  sell  at  a  quarter  of  a  cent  more  than  you  charge?   A.  A  quarter  of  a  cent  a 
pound  on  the  price  ruling  on  the  date  they  issued  their  circular.   If  the  market  went 
up  they  were  left,  and  if  it  went  down  they  had  an  additional  margin. 
By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  ; 

Q.  You  said  that  your  profits  on  an  average  were  about  eight  per  cent.  ?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  your  profits  compare  with  the  profits  of  other  refiners  T 
A.  I  don't  know  at  all.     I  have  no  idea  whatever. 

Q.  How  many  refineries   are  there   in    Canada  ?    A.  There  have  been  quite  a 
number.     There  have  been  4  in  Montreal  and  2  in  Halifax. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  ; 

Q.  Since  1878?  A.  No ;  going  back  further  than  that,  one  in  Moncton  and  one 
in  Farnham. 

By  the  Chairman  ; 

Q.  How  many  now?     A.  Well,  in  actual  existence,   there  are  our  own,  those  at 
Moncton  and  Halifax.    The  Farnham,  which  was  changed  largely  into  a  refinery  has 
been  silent  for  some  time,  and  then  the  factories  at  Coaticook  and  Berthier. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.   The  Coaticook  refinery  is  not  working  ?     A.   No. 

Q.  Is  the  Berthier  working ?     A.   She  is  not  refining  now. 

Q.  It  is  not  started  yet  ?    A.  Not  yet ;  no. 

Q.  There  is  the  St.  Lawrence  refinery  also  ?    A.    Yes. 

Q.  So  when  the  St.  Lawrence  starts  there  will  be  five  ?     A.   Yes,  five. 
By  Mr.  Wood  (Westmoreland)  : 

Q.  Have  any  of  these  refineries  failed  since  1878?     A.   Yes. 

Q.  Did  they  fail  before  that  ?  A.  Well,  yes;  the  Halifax  refineries,  I  think. 
Both  of  them  failed  practically.  I  think  they  must  have  spent  in  Halifax  on  refin- 
ing plant,  about  82,000,000. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  their  stock  is  now  ?  A.  I  haven't  the  remotest  idea.  I 
know  that  in  Nova  Scotia  I  think  that  they  must  have  spent  8800,000  on  them,  and 
then  purchased  it  back  from  the  back  for  about  8200,000  or  8300,000. 

Q.  On  their  plant  ?  A.  Yes;  the  whole  thing.  On  the  Woodeide  I  think  they 
must  have  spent  about  8800,000  on  plant  and  buildings,  and  I  think  it  must  have 
been  bought  for  from  8150,000  to  8200,000, 

Q.  What  is  the  capacity  of  the  Halifax  refinery  about  ?  A.  Well  I  cannot  tell 
yon.  ' 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  is  the  capacity  of  yours  ?     A.  Ours  is  about  1,400  barrels  a  day. 
By  Mr.  Fisher : 

Q.  The  Halifax  refinery  is  not  of  such  a  large  capacity  ?  A.  I  think  it  is  about 
600  barrels. 
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Q.  Less  than  one  half  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Ton  say  their  plant  cost  about  $800,000?  A.I  think  so,  $700,000  or 
$800,000. 

Q,  Ton  stated  that  your  plant  and  buildings  were  only  valued  at  $450,000?  A. 
It  was  not  built  new  you  understand. 

Q.  You  say  it  is  now  eef  at  that?     A.  It  stands  in  our  books  at  $600,000. 

Q.  It  is  evident  that  you  haven't  rated  it  in  your  books  according  to  the  price 
your  plant  could  be  sold  at  now  ?  A.  We  bought  it  in  a  cheap  time ;  it  may  have 
been  built  in  a  very  cheap  time. 

Q  It  is  a  most  extraordinary  difference  if  the  Halifax  refinery  costs  $800,000. 
It  is  a  curious  thing  ?     A.  I  am  only  speaking  from  rumor. 

Q.  Personally,  you  believe  it  from  your  knowledge  as  a  sugar  refiner?     A.  Yes- 

Q.  It  is  very  curious  according  to  what  you  say,  that  your  plant  and  buildings 
are  really  worth  to-day  onJy  $450,000  ?  A.I  did  not  say  what  it  was  worth,  I 
stated  that  it  stood  in  the  books  of  the  company  at  $600,000. 

Q.  Practically  what  stands  in  your  books — the  books  of  the  Company — is  not  a 
very  true  guide  as  to  its  value  ?     A.  Well,  then,  take  some  stock. 

Q.  I  am  not  discussing  it  from  the  point  of  view  of  buying  or  selling  stock,  I  am 
discussing  your  evidence  ?    A.  Tour  argument  is  that  the  stock  is  worth  more. 

Q.  What  I  want  to  find  out  is  the  statement  which  you  have  made  and  the  com- 
parative statements  you  have  made  respecting  the  Halifax  refinery  and  your  own  ? 
A.  I  am  only  speaking  oi  the  Halifax  refinery  from  rumor.  I  am  giving  you  that 
along  with  facts. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (WentwortK) : 

Q.  How  many  hands  do  you  employ  at  the  refinery  ?     A.  About  500  hands. 

Q.  At  full  capacity  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Does  that  include  the  coopers  who  make  the  barrels  ?  A.  Tea,  I  think  it  does. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  They  are  all  men  mostly,  you  don't  employ  boys  ?    A.  Very  few  boys,  a  few 
message  boys,  nearly  all  men. 
By  Mr.  Wood  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  many  are  employed  directly  or  indirectly.    A.   We  bring 
in  an  immense  quantity  of  shipping  and  an  immense  number  of  carters  are  employed, 
and  we  give  a  great  deal  of  employment  outside  but  I  did  not  count  them. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  Tou  employ  500  hands  about  the  baildings — the  necessary  hands  ?    A.  Yesi 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  Where  is  your  coal  produced  ?  A.  It  is  nearly  all  Cape  Breton  coal  and 
Nova  Scotia  coal . 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  How  much  do  you  use  ?  A.  About  18,000  or  20,000  tone  a  year.  I  am  only 
guessing. 


David  Sinclair  gworn. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation?     A.   Salesman. 

Q.  Where  is  your  residence  ?     A.   Montreal. 

Q.  Are  you  the  secretary  of  the  Canada  Sug^r  Eefinery  T  A.  I  am  the  sales- 
man  for  the  refinery. 

Q.  Who  do  you  sell  to  ?  Are  your  sales  restricted  to  any  persons,  such  as  this 
list  of  persons  that  you  are  to  confine  your  sales  to  at  the  favored  prices  ?  A.  Yes. 
This  is  the  list  that  is  handed  to  me  as  tbose  I  am  to  sell  to  at  the  lowest  prices. 
(Exhibit  1.) 
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Q.  Who  do  you  get  that  list  from  ?  A.  This  list  is  sent  into  our  refinery  by  the 
Wholesale  Giocers'  Guild  as  you  will  see  there.  I  cannot  tell  whether  this  list  is  an 
exact  copy  of  the  cue  I  have  got. 

Q.  Have  you  any  of  these  price  lists  ?  Have  you  seen  them  (Exhibits  2  and  3)  ? 
A.  Ye?.  These  price  li."ts  I  believe  are  issued  by  the  Wholesale  Grocery' Association 
and  1  see  one  once  a  week. 

Q,  Tell  us  whit  you  know  about  the  arrangement  made  between  the  wholesale 
grocers   and  the  refiuing   companies?    A.  I  don't  know  of  any  arrangement  per- 
Bonally,  all  I  know  is  from  what  I  get  from  my  president  and  board  of  directors.     I 
don't  know  anything  personally  of  any  arrangement. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  All  the  information   then  is  obtained  from  Mr.  Drummond  ?     A.   Yes. 
By  Mr.  Quillet : 

Q,  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  you  sold  to  J.  A.  Matthewson  &  Co.  lately  ?  A.  Not  very 
lately. 

Q.  Have  you,  Mr,  Sinclair,  sold  any  sugars  to  Messrs.  J.  A.  Matthewson  &  Co. 
this  year?     A.  We  may  have  sold  some  early  in  January. 

Q.  If  so  you  charged  them  the  advance  ?  A.  If  I  sold  them  it  was  at  the  ad- 
vanced price. 

Q,  You  charged  them  more  than  you  did  those  on  this  list  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  wholesale  house  who  are  not  on  that  list  ?  A. 
Do  I  know  of  any  ? 

Q.  Yes,  in  the  Province  of   Ontario  and   Quebec?    Has  it  come  to   your  know- 
ledge that  there  are  any  other  wholesale  grocers  who  are  not  on  this  list  ?     A.   Yes, 
I  know  of  a  house  in  Quebec  who  are  not  on  this  list,  Mr.  Joseph's. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q  As  salesman  in  the  Canada.  Sugar  Refinery,  if  you  were  applied  (o  to  sell 
sugar,  would  you  immediately  sell  at  tne  lowest  price  that  you  were  in  the  habit  of 
selling  to  another  iddividual  that  was  not  known  to  you?  A.  I  would  not  quote  to 
any  individual  that  was  not  known  to  me.  I  would  require  to  know  all  about  him, 
and  then  have  the  sanction  of  my  president.  I  do  not  open  any  new  accounts,  nor 
would  I  quote  prices  to  gentlemen  unless  I  knew  them  personally, 

Q.  If  a  wholesale  grocer,  known  to  you  as  a  wholesale  grocer,  comes  to  yon  and 
wishes  to  buy  sugar  from  you,  would  you  refer  it  to  your  president  bi;foro  selling  7 
A.  That  would  depend  upon  whether  wa  had  been  selling  tbem  or  not.  It  might  be 
necessary  to  consult  Mr.  Drummond  before  sellino-. 

Q.  Then  you  refer  to  the  list  of  those  who  are  in  the  guild  ?  A.  I  know  those 
who  are  our  customers  perfectly  well,  and  therefore  I  do  not  require  to  refer  to  any 
list. 

Q.  You  know  the  rates  at  which  you  sell  to  those  individuals  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  sell  to  all  of  ihem  at  the  same  rate  ?     A.  Not  in  every  ease. 

Q.  What  makes  yon  make  a  difference  in  their  rates  ?  A.  There  may  be  certain 
reasons  as  to  quaniity. 

Q.  I  mean  the  same  quantity?  A.  I  sell  at  the  same  rate  to  men  whom  I  know 
are  entitled  to  it. 

Q.  Whether  they  belong  to  the  Wholesale  Grocers' Guild   or    not?     A.  Oh,  no. 

Q.  You  have  different  rates  then  for  those  who  belong  to  the  guild  and  those 
who  do  not  ?  A.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  have  no  authority  to  sell  to  anyone  outside 
the  guild .  ■^  ^ 

Q.  Mr.  Sinclair,  you  have  been  there  for  some  time  ?     A,  Yes. 

Q.  You  are  perfectly  well  aware  of  the  fact  that   individuals   in   the   guild   get 
better  rates  than  thosi  outside  of  it  ?     A.  I  said  so  before. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Who  furnishes  yon  with  the  prices  at  which  you  are  to  sell  the  sugar  ?  A. 
On  the  prices  of  the  general  market,  without  consulting  with  Mr,  Drummond  I 
sometimes  fix  the  prices  for  different  Iota  myself.  He  cannot  fix  the  prices  oq  every 
lot;  I  consult  him  with  regard  to  some,  while  on  others  I  do  not  get  any  ooinioa 
from  him,  ^ 
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Q.  Do  you  have  any  communication  with  other  refiners  ?    A.   Noce  whatever. 

By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  Do  you  issue  the  weekly  prices  or  does  Mr,  Drummond  ?     A.  On  the  Friday 
afternoon  generally  a  member  of  the  guild  oames  in  and  asks  me,  "  what  is  the  price 
to-day  ?"  and  I  tell  him,  the  price  of  granulated  in  every  case.     I  do  not  know  what 
the  prices  of  other  refiners  are.     Sometimes  our   agents   notify    us  that   other    re- 
fineries are  underselling  us  one-eiijjhtti  and  sometimes  a  quarter  of  a  cent,   but  I   give 
them  our  price.     I  think  our  prices  might  be  changed  to-morrow  morning,  if  I  have 
different  instructions  from  Mr.  Drummond. 
JBy  Mr.  Quillet  : 
Q.   In  selling  to  the  guild,  do  you  sell  1,000  barrel  lota  cheaper  than  200  barrel 
lots  ?     A.   If  I  had  an  offer  for  1,000  barrels  I  would  consult  Mr.  Drummond,   and  it 
would  depend  upon  his  ideas  as  to  how  the  markets  were. 

Q.  If  one  dealer  bought  1,000  barrels  you  would  have  more  profit  in  sending  it 
out  than  if  he  only  bought  200  barrels  ?     A.  I  suppose  so. 
By  Mr.  Fisher: 
Q.  You  are  instructed  to  sell  to  all  the  members  of  the  guild  at  the  same  price? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Whatever  amount  they  take  ?  A.  If  a  man  wants  to  buy  1,000  barrels,  or 
500  barrels,  I  ask  him  to  give  me  his  offer.  I  will  then  consult  Mr.  Drummond,  and 
we  will  decide  whether  we  take  it  or  not. 

Q.  But  the  prices  that  are  quoted  to  the  guild  every  Friday  evening,  is  that  the 
price  fixed  for  that  date  ?  A.  Yes,  that  is  the  price  fixed  on  that  date. 
Q.  Do  you  fix  that  price  according  to  the  mere  amounts  ?  A.  No. 
Q.  If  you  had  an  order  for  100  or  1,000  barrels,  would  you  fix  it  atthalOO?  jA. 
That  is  the  question.  We  might  sell  100  barrels  at  one  price  and  1,000  barrels>t 
another  price.  For  instance,  I  might  ask  M.r.  Drummond  how  we  should  fix  the 
price  of  granulated  now. 

Q.  For  the  guild?     A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Bam  (  WentwortK)  : 
Q.  Do  you  make  any  restrictions  as  to  quantities  ?     It   has  been  charged  that 
those  outside  of  the  guild  could  not  buy  refined  sugars  without   buyiog  twice  the 
quantity  of  yellows.    Is  it  not  a  fact  ?     A.  I  have  had  no  occasion  to  deal  with  that 
question. 

Q.  Does  it  not  come  within  your  knowledge  ?     A.  I  have  no  dealings  with  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.   Did  the  wholesale  guild  make  that  arrangement  with  you?     A.  I  made  no 
arrangement  with  the  wholesale  guild.     The  matter  was  arranged  with  the  refiaers. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  You  have  no  instructions  ?     A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Fisher : 
Q.  You  made  a  sale  to  Mr.  Matthewson  in  January?    A.  I  do  not  know.     I 
think  we  did,  but  I  cannot  state  positively. 

Q,   You  do  not  know  whether  that;  was  white  and  yellow  both  or  white  alone? 
A.  No.     Our  sales  are  large  and  I  cannot  remember  each  one. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 
Q,  You  do  not  remember?     A.   No,  I  do  not  remember  that  fact. 
Q.  If  the  members  were  reduced  in  this  list  would  it  be  simply  submitted  (o 
you  or  would  Mr.  Drummond  be  consulted  ?    A.  I  presume  Mr.  Drummond  would 
be  consulted,     I  know  if  they  took  off  any  of  our  customers,  I  should  consult  them; 
but  it  they  took  off  those  who  were  not  our  customers,  I  would  not  consult  him. 
There  are  a  large  number  on  that  list  who  are  not  scored   and  witli  whom  we  never 

did  any  business  j    o     \      t  Ar^ 

Q,.  Ave  there  any  brokers  on  this  list  who  buy  to  sell  to  the  trade  C     A.  i.  ao 

not  know  of  any  one. 

The  Committee  adjourned. 
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House  of  Commons,  Ottawa,  14th  March,  1888. 
The  Committee  on  alleged  Trade  Combinations  met  this   morning,  Mr.  Wallace- 
in  the  Chair. 

Alexander  Donald  Fbaber,  of  Montreal,  retail  grocer,  sworn. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  I  see  your  name  to  a  petition,  Mr.  Fraser  (Exhibit  12)  protesting  against  this 
Wholesale  Grocers'  Guild.  Would  you  not  make  a  statement  of  your  grievances  and 
whom  you  represent  ?  A.  Onr  case  is  pretty  well  stated  in  a  petition  that  we  pre- 
Bented  to  Mr.  Drummond  last  October.  By  the  instructions  of  the  president  of  our 
association  I  have  been  requested  to  hand  in  a  copy  of  the  petition  which  we 
presented  and  which  we  think  states  pretty  well  our  case.  The  following  is  the 
petition  :  — 

Gbobge  a.  Drummond,  Esq., 

President  Canada  Sugar  Eefining  Company,  Montreal. 

Sir,— As  members  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Grocers'  AsBOciation  of 
Montreal,  we  beg  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  following  statements : — 

At  a  meeting  of  our  association  held  on  Thursday,  the  6th  instant,  the  following 
resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  :  "  That  this  meeting  of  the  Grocers'  Associa- 
tion of  Montreal  desires  to  record  its  protest  against  the  unjast  combination  which 
at  present  exists  between  the  sugar  refiners  and  the  Wholesale  Grocers'  Guild,  and 
that  the  executive  committee  of  this  association  be  requested  to  take  the  matter  up 
at  once  .irid  endeavor  to  secure  a  satisfactory  and  feasible  arrangement  with  the 
sugar  refiners." 

We  respectfully  beg  to  supplement  the  above  resolution  with  the  following- 
statement  of  grievsEces : — 

We  first  premise  "  that  for  many  years  a  large  majority  of  the  members  of  onr 
association  have  handled  with  pleasure  and  profit  granulated  sugar,  the  produce  of 
the  Canada  Sugar  Eefinery  ;  that  we  have  no  fault  whatever  to  find  with  tbe  quality 
of  sugar  supplied  by  that  refinery,  on  the  contrary,  we  are  glad  to  be  able  to  bear 
testimony  to  its  uniform  excellent  quality  ;  that  we  desire  it  to  be  understood  that 
we  do  not  object  to  a  proper  scale  of  duties  being  placed  on  the  importation  into 
Canada  of  refined  sugars  in  order  to  protect,  encourage  and  foster  this  industry  in 
Canada ; 

That  for  many  years,  in  fact  from  its  foundation,  until  quite  recently,  the  doors 
of  the  Canada  Sugar  Eefinery  were  open  to  all  members  of  the  trade,  both  whole- 
sale and  retail,  who  might  be  in  a  position  to  purchase  the  quantities  fixed  apon  as 
a  limit  by  your  company  and  at  prices  fixed  upon  by  such  quantities. 

We,  therefore,  object  that  under  the  present  arrangement  which  exiRts  between 
the  Canada  Sugar  Eefinery  and  the  Wholesale  Grocers'  Guild,  we  are  denied  this 
privilege  and  compelled  to  pay  a  certain  fixed  tribute  or  profit  to  certain  jobbers  and 
middlemen  on  this  necessary  and  leading  article  of  our  trade;  that  the  present 
arrangement  discriminates  most  unfairly  against  an  overwhelming  majority  of  the 
retail  grocery  trade  throughout  the  city  and  Dominion,  inasmuch  as  it  would  seem  to 
your  subscribers  quite  impossible  to  draw  the  line  strictly  as  between  a  wholesale 
and  retail  merchant ;  that  many  members  of  the  so-called  Wholesale  Grocers'  Guild 
and  others  who,  under  the  present  arrangement  are  receiving  their  supplies  direct 
from  the  refinery,  are  not  simply  wholesale  merchants,  mauufacturers  or  jobbers, 
but  :i;e  in  point  of  fact  largely  engaged  in  a  retail  family  trade  ;  that  in  consequence 
of  the  combination  at  present  existing,  such  parties  are  enabled  to  purchase  their 
supplies  of  granulated  and  other  sugars  at  lower  prices  than  other  members  of  the 
retail  trade,  thereby  placing  the  large  majority  of  the  members  of  our  trade  at  a 
most  serious  disadvantage  in  the  legitimate  prosecution  of  their  business  ;  that  the 
tax  we  are  compelled  to  pay  jobbers  and  others  as  a  profit  on  refined  sugars  is  most 
exorbitant  and  unwarranted  ;  that  the  combination  exists  to  the  great  detriment  and 
injury  of  consumers  throughout  the  Dominion ; 
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That  while  we  admit  it  is  a  matter  with  which  we  have  nothing  to  do,  we  may 
be  allowed  to  express  the  opinion  that  the  sales  of  refined  sugars,  manufactured  in 
Canada,  are  not  increased  or  advanced  in  any  way  in  consequerce  of  the  present 
combination. 

Therefore,  we  respectfully  request  that  you  will'be  kind  enough  to  give  this  com- 
munication your  serious  consideration,   and  we  trust  that  an  arrangement  may  be 
oonsummated  satisfactorily  to  all  eoncerned. 
Yours  respectfully, 

THOMAS  GAUTHIER,  President, 
ALEX.  D.  FEASBE,  Vice-President. 


GEOEGB  GRAHAM,   1  Members  of  the 


.} 


JOHN  ROBERTSON,  j         Executive  Committee. 

Q.  You  say  "  that  the  sale  of  refined  sugars  manufactured  in  Canada  are  not 
increased  or  advanced  in  any  way  in  consequence  of  the  present  combiDation,"  You 
simply  mean  in  reference  to  the  price  ?  A.  We  thought  at  the  time  that  it  was  in 
the  interest  of  the  Canada  Sugar  Refinery.  If  they  did  not  sell  more  sugar  it  was 
simply  because  of  the  higher  price. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q,  What  was  the  difference  in  the   price  of  sugar  to   those  in  the   guild  and  to 
those  outside   of  the  guild?    A.  A  quarter  of  a  cent  on  15  barrel  lots  and  on  less 
than  16  barrels  f  of  a  cent. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  The  difference  is  a  quarter  of  a  cent  and  how  much  discount  ?  A.  A  quarter 
of  a  cent  and  2|  per  cent,  discount.     The  discount  to  retailors  is  1 J  par  cent. 

Q.  Mr.  Drummond  stated  that  the  only  difference  was  a  quarter  of  a  cent  ?  A. 
At  that  time  it  might  have  been,  but  it  has  changed  since. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  wholesale  jobber  does  not  give  more  than  1 J  per  cent, 
disceunt  ?     A.  IJ  per  cent,  sixty  days. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  He  has  never  given  more  than  1^  per  cent.  ?  A.  I  would  not  swear  that. 
By  Mr,  Boyle  ; 

Q.  What  terms  do  the  refiners  give  the  jobbers  ?  A.  2J  per  cent,  discount  in 
14  days . 

Q.  The  difference  between  14  days  and  60  days  is  1  per  cent,   in    the   ordinary 
■way  ?    A,  Yes,  but  you  understand  that  they  get  that  i  per  cent.     While  they   get 
2J  per  cent,  from  the  refiners  they  only    give  IJ   per   cent,    when   they   get   oath. 
Sixty  days  is  taken  as  no  discount.     If  we  pay  cash  we  get  IJ  per  cent. 
By  the  Chairman  ; 

Q.  When  you  get  1|  per  cent,  off,  is  it  understood  to  be  14  days  ?  A.  If  we  pay 
cash. 

Q.  Instead  of  14  days?    A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  Before  that  agreement  was  entered  into  between  the  refiners  and  the  whole- 
salers you  were  able  to  buy  from  the  refiners  direct?  A.  I  had  not  been  in  the  habit 
of  doing  so. 

Q.  But  several  members  of  the  retail  trade  did  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  yourself  never  did  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  Since  this  arrangement  came  into  force  you  are  not  aware  of  any  retailer 
buying  from  the  refiners  ?     A.   No. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  you  know  they  do  not?     A.  No,  they  do  not. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  But  they  did,  a  few  of  them  ?  A.  Our  petition  was  simply  for  the  purpose 
of  showing  the  injustice  of  the  thing,  and  not  to  get  these  men  struck  off  the  list. 
Many  pure  retailers  were  on  the  list,  whereas  some  who  had  been  purchasing  from 
the  refiners  were  not  on  the  list.  Since  then,  however,  I  understand  that  these 
retailers  have  been  struck  off. 
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By  Mr.  Wood  {Westmoreland); 

Q.  So  far  then  have  you  obtained  what  you  wanted  ?     A.  Our  object  in  waiting 
upon  ilr.  Drummond  was  not  simply  to  get  these  men  struck  off  the  list.     We  did 
not  desire  that,  but  desired  simply  to  show  the  injustice  of  the  arrangement. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  Tou  all  wished  to  get  the  same  privilege?     A.  Certainly. 

Q.  Are  you  aware  of  any  discrimination  now  ?     A.  I  am  not. 

Q.  Are  you  aware  whether  the  wholesale  association  makes  any  discrimination 
in  their  sales  to  different  retailers  ?  A.  No,  beyond  the  fact  that  they  may  get  a 
hint  now  and  again. 

Q.  But  no  regular  rule  ?    A.  No. 

Q.  The  whole  arrangement  is  in  regard  to  the  sales  between  the  refiners  and  the 
wholesalers?     A.  Precisely. 

Q.  Which  works  detrimentally  to  the  retail  trade  ?     A.  Precisely. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  How  does  that  affect  your  trade,  when  you  never  bought  direct  from  the 
refiners  ?  A.  I  have  not  been  in  the  habit  of  doing  so,  but  it  might  so  happen 
that  I  might  want  to  do  so,  and  of  course  I  am  prohibited  now  from  doing  so,  no 
matter  what  my  means  might  be. 

Q.  So  far  as  your  business  has  gone  heretofore  it  would  not  have  affected  you  ? 
A.  That  is  a  pretty  hard  question  to  answer. 

Q.  Tou  never  have  purchased  direct  from  the  refiners.  Tou  would  always 
have  to  compete  with  those  retailers  who  had  purchased  from  the  refiners  direct? 
A.  I  do  not  really  understand  the  drift  of  the  question. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  while  some  retailers  had  the  privilege  of  buy- 
ing, formerly,  direct  from  the  refiners,  you  never  did  so?    A.  I  have  never  done  so. 

Q.  Did  that  affect  your  business  heretofore  ?  A.  It  did  not  place  me  in  any 
worse  position,  but  in  exactly  the  same  position  as  before. 

Q.  Then  where  does  your  complaint  come  in  ?  Where  does  it  affect  your  busi- 
ness directly  ?     A.  It  does  not  affect  my  business. 

Q.  It  does  not  affect  your  own  business  ?    A.  No. 

Q.  You  do  not  find  any  difference  in  the  competition  formerly  in  that  respect? 
A.  No ;  I  cannot  say  that  I  do.  If  I  pay  more  I  charge  my  consumers  more.  But  if 
I  understand  the  question  it  is  since  this  combination  came  into  force. 

Q.  Tes  ?  A.  Well,  I  was  in  a  different  position  then  I  could  buy  what  I  liked 
and  as  cheap  as  I  possibly  could,  but  now  no  matter  where  I  go  the  prices  are  fixed 
at  which  I  shall  purchase. 

Q.  The  prices  are  on  a  fixed  scale  ?    A.  Tes. 

Q.  Tou  now  find  that  you  cannot  gain  any  advantage  by  trying  to  do  business 
with  different  parties  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  one  result  is,  then,  that  you  cannot  get  any  concession  from  different 
parties?     A.  Tes. 

Q.  They  are  the  same  prices  all  round?     A.  Most  certainly. 
By  Mr.  McKay  : 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  are  in  a  better  position  now  since  the 
other  retailers  have  been  cut  off  the   ist  ?     A.  No. 

Q  Tou  are  not  in  a  better  position  ?  If  the  privilege  was  worth  anything,  that 
must  ba^e  been  a  benefit,  and  you  and  I  are  not  better  off?     A.  No. 

Q  Tou  do  not  think  it  worth  anything,  the  privilege  of  buying  from  the  refiners, 
because  yi^u  never  used  the  privilege,  never  took  advantage  of  buying  direct  from 
the  refinerrt  ?  A.  When  I  commenced  business  about  three  years  ago  this  combina- 
tion was  being  worked  out,  as  it  were,  then.  I  mean  an  attempt  was  being  made 
then  to  organize  this  combination,  and  Mr.  McGibbon  and  I  met  Mr.  Drummond. 
That  is  the  firm  with  which  I  was  formerly  connected,  and  which  had  always  pur- 
chased sugar  direct  from  the  refiners  just  as  they  wanted  it.  I  made  arrangements 
■with  Mr.  Drummond  to  get  my  sugar  from  the  refinery,  Mr.  Drummond  stipulating 
that  I  should  take  not  less  than  15  barrels.     He  expressed  himself  quite  satisfied  with 
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that,  and  the  following  day  when  I  went  down  for  my  order  from  the  refinery  to  get 
the  sngar,  the  clerk  who  was  in  charge  was  drawing  up  the  order  when  Mr.  Drum- 
mond's  salesman  happened  to  come  in  and  questioned  the  clerk  as  to  what  he   was 
doing.     The  clerk  explained  the  matter  to  him,  when  the  salesman  stated  that  there 
was  some  trouble  about  refiners  selling  to  the  retailers,  and  that  he  would  like  very 
much  if  I  would  let  the  matter  stand  over  until  he  could  see  Mr.  Brummond.     I  did 
so,  and  I  think  it  was  the  same  afternoon  I  received  a  notice  or  circular  with  a  price 
list  stating  that  sugar  could  only  be  bought  at  the  refinery  on  certain  conditions,  and 
from  that  day  to  this  I  have  never  bothered  with  the  refinery  for  sugar  in  any  way. 
By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  What  time  was  that?   A,  In  May,  1885.     I  presume  about  the  10th.     I  know 
it  was  a  few  days  after  we  started,  and  we  started  on  the  7th  of  May.   The  following 
day,  after  I  made  the  arrangement  with  Mr.  Drummond,   it   was   cancelled   by   Mr.. 
Sinclair,  and  from  that  day  to  this  I  never  troubled  the  refinery.    I  merely  state  this 
to  show  why  I  have  not  been  purchasing  from  the  refinery. 
By  Mr-  Boyle  : 
Q.  You  are  a  member  of  the  retail  association  of  Montreal  ?     A.  Yes. 
^       Q.  What  are  the  purposes  of  that  association  ?   A.  I  regret  very  much   not   hav- 
ing brought  a  copy  of  our  by-laws  and  constitution  with  me.    If  I  had  had  any  idea 
of  the  question  being  asked,  I  should  have  brought  it.     It  is  to  further  our  interests 
in  every  possible  way.    The  members  of  the  trade  thought,  some  few  years  ago,  that 
by  uniting  together  they  could  meet  pleasantly  and  further  the  interests  of  the  trade 
whenever  it  became  necessary,  such  as  in  this  case  before  us ;  that  is,  by  uniting  and 
combining. 

Q.  Is  there  any  understanding  among  yourselves  as  to  the  maintaining  of  the 
prices  of  any  article?  A.  There  never  has  been.  Such  an  object  has  never  been 
mentioned. 

By  Mr.  Quillet  : 
Q.  Is  not  one  of  your  objects  to  prevent  undue  credit  being  given?    A.  No.     At 
several  meetings  such  a  scheme  was  mooted,  but  I  for  one  refused  and  said   that   we 
should  not  interfere  with  the  internal  economy  of  any  our  businesses. 
By  Mr.  Boyle : 
Q.  You  have  a  recognized  status  ?   A.  Yes,  we  are  incorporated. 
Q.  Would  not  the  wholesale  trade  have   a   right   to   associate  themselves  ?     A. 
Yes,  the  same  right  as  we  have. 

Q.  Is  it  a  practice,  generally,  for  manufacturers  to  sell  directly  to  the  retail 
trade?  A.  I  think  they  have  as  a  rule,  as  far  as  I  know.  They  have  stipulated  for 
certain  quantities  and  the  payment  of  certain  prices,  and  any  person  in  the  trade, 
provided  he  is  prepared  to  take  the  requisite  quantity,  can  purchase  and  get  as  favor- 
able terms  as  any  house,  wholesale  or  retail. 

Q.  You  think  it  a  hardship  that  the  wtiolesale  trade  should  bring  any  pressure 
to  bear  on  the  trade  to  prevent  them  selling  to  you  ?   A.  Certainly  I  do. 

Q.  Would  you  think  it  a  hardship,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  wholesaler  were  to 
sell  to  the  consumer?  A.  The  association  has  done  so  before  this.  As  far  as  my 
opinion  is  concerned  I  do  not  coincide  with  that,  although  I  went  in  with  the 
majority  of  the  association  when  such  a  matter  was  brought  up.  My  idea  is  that 
there  should  be  perfect  freedom. 

Q.  Your  idea,  however,  is  that  the  retailer  should  have  control  of  the  consumer  t 
A.  Yes,  family  consumers.  .    .     -j  ji 

Q  You  object  to  the  wholesale  trade  having  control?  A.  I  do,  most  decidedly, 
consider  our  capital  of  money  is  as  good  as  theirs.  I  know  I  can  purchase  goods 
in  Europe,  Trance,  Germany  and  Spain,  and  all  over,  and  do  so,  and  handle  goods 
that  men  in  wholesale  houses  do  not  touch  at  all.  I  am  able  to  purchase  goods  there 
as  well  as  they  are,  and  I  feel  it  a  hardship  that  I  am  not  able  to  do  so  here.  In  our 
business  we  work  hard  from  early  morning  to  late  at  night  and  I  consider  it  a 
hardship  that  we  are  not  able  to  buy  our  supplies  where  we  like,  and  at  prices  equal 
to  anybody. 
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Q.  Is  there  any  reason  for  this?    A.  My  own  views  coincide  in  general  with 
others,  but  I  think  when  I  went  to  the  meetings  I  said  that  I  was  quite  able  to  com- 
pete with  them,  and  they  could  sell  to  families,  if  they  liked. 
By  Mr.  McKay  : 

q.  That  does  not  express  the  views  of  the  retail  association  ?  A.  No,  it  does  not. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  ask  the  wholesale  merchants  not  to  sell  to  your  customers  T 
A.  I  have  already  stated  that  they  did. 

Q.  What  is  the  condition  of  membership  in  your  association  ?  A.  That  he 
must  be  a  grocer  in  the  trade,  and  pass  of  course  election  before  our  body. 

Q.  He  must  be  a  retailer  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Wood: 

Q.  How  are  you  guided  in  balloting  for  a  man  ;  are  there  no  rules  or  conditions  ? 
A.  The  proposition  is  handed  in,  and  voted  on  at  our  next  meeting. 

Q.  Do  you  admit  a  man  on  his  character,  or  business  standing  ?  A.  He  must 
be  proposed  by  two  members  in  good  standing. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  rejected  any  ?    A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Did  yon  ever  object  to  anyone  that  applied.     A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  What  do  you  impose  with  respect  to  rules  ?  A.  I  am  sorry  I  have  not  our 
printed  rules  and  by-laws  with  me. 

Q.  Can  you  give  us  the  principal  ones  ?  A.  I  have  already  stated  that  it  is 
sufficient  that  he  is  a  grocer  in  the  trade,  and  pays  the  annual  fee  of  $2.  Of  course 
there  are  quite  a  number  of  rules  and  by-laws  and  all  that,  but  I  really  do  not  re- 
member that  they  bear  on  the  question  in  any  way .  If  you  had  an  idea  of  anything 
you  wanted  to  know,  I  could  give  it  to  you. 

Q.  There  is  no  regulation  about  cutting  prices  ?  A.  It  has  never  come  up  at 
our  meetings.     It  has  come  up,  but  it  was  at  once  frowned  down. 

Q.  I  understood  that  your  individual  opinion  was  that  other  persons  should  be 
free  to  cut  prices  if  they  chose  ?  A.  I  did  not  say  that.  I  said  any  person  in  the 
trade,  wholesale  or  retail,  should  be  free  to  sell  to  whom  they  please. 

Q.  And  at  what  prices  they  choose  ?    A.  Certainly. 

Q.  It  is  quite  a  customary  thing  for  persons  in  the  trade  to  cut  prices  on  leading 
articles  7  A.  I  believe  it  is.  I  think  that  refers  principally  to  little  stores  in  the 
suburbs  who  sell  tea  and  shove  in  sugar  at  J  a  cent  less  than  it  is  bought  for,  and 
stipulate  that  the  person  must  take  2  or  3  pounds  of  tea. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  is  a  wholesome  principle  ?     A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Would  you  approve  of  an  association  that  discountenanced  that  principle  T 
A.  I  would  not  approve  of  any  association  undertaking  to  regulate  the  prices  of  any 
member  of  that  association.  I  think  that  every  man  should  be  allowed  to  conduct 
his  business  as  he  pleases. 

Q.  Do  you  think  the  general  public  derive  any  benefit  from  the  cutting  of 
prices  ?     A.  I  have  no  doubt  that  they  do  not, 

Q.  What  they  take  off  one  they  stick  on  to  another  thing  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Still,  you  do  not  think  that  the  price  of  standard  articles,  like  sugar,  for 
instance — granulated  sugar — for  which  there  is  a  standard  everywhere,  should  be 
■uniform ;  that  there  is  no  advantage  in  that  ?    A.  No,  I  do  not  consider  there  is. 

Q.  What  do  you  consider  a  fair  profit  on  sugar  for  a  retail  man  ?  A.  I  would 
not  answer  that.  I  would  not  like  to  state  that,  because  establishments  are  so  differ- 
ent all  over  the  city,  one  man  being  under  different  circumstances  from  another.  If 
you  ask  me  what  the  profit  would  be  in  my  business  I  do  not  think  I  am  here  to 
tell  that. 

Q.  Would  you  have  any  objection  to  answering  this  :  How  do  your  profits  now 
compare  with  those  before  the  guild  was  formed  ?  A.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
answering  that.  It  has  been  injurious  to  the  consumer.  If  I  have  to  pay  ^  of  a  cent 
more  per  pound  I  will  get  that  out  of  the  consumer.  I  am  not  in  business  for  the 
fun  of  the  thing. 

By  the  Ghairman : 

Q.  The  general  result  is  that  the  consumer  pays  more  for  his  sugar  ?  A.  Yes, 
he  suffers  to  the  extent  of  this  rise . 
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Q.  Did  they  benefit  from  this  freedom  of  trade  ?     A.  Yes  thev  oid 
By  Mr.  McKay :  i        ' 

Q.  If  a  man  sells  this  sugar  at  cost  or  ]es'»,  in  conducting  his  business  he  has  to- 
make  a  profit  to  meet  that  loss ;  does  he  not  have  to  put  up  the  price  of  something 
else  ?  A.  I  have  already  stated  that  he  must  of  necessity,  or  ho  cannot  stay  in 
business.  ^  •' 

Q.  On  tea  or  some  other  article?     A.  Yes ;  it  is  robbing  Peter  to  pay  Paul. 
Q.  He   does  not  make  anything  by  cutting  on  sugar?     A.  I  do  not  believe  he 
does. 

Q.  You  say  in  your  petition  that  wholesale  merchants  are  making  exorbitant 
profits.  What  are  the  profits  made  by  wholesale  men  7  A.  I  do  not  know ;  I  have 
never  been  engaged  in  the  wholesale  trade. 

Q.  You  know  what  they  pay  the  refiner  7  A.  I  think  the  profit  is  about  5  per 
cent. 

Q.  Do  you  consider  that  an  exorbitant  profit  ?  A.  I  do  not  for  such  a  standard 
article  as  that. 

By  Mr.  Wood : 

Q.  Is  that  net  profit  ?  A.  The  expenses  of  business  come  out  of  that.  I  think 
the  profit  is  5  per  cent,  gross. 

Q.  That  has  to  carry  the  retailer  for  60  days.  The  wholesale  man  has  to  carry 
the  retailer  for  60  days  ?    A.I  think  it  nets  him  at  least  6  per  cent. 

Q.  They  count  the  interest  at  60  days?     A.  After   allowing  the   discount   we 
carry  them  for  60  days. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  As  far  as  I  have  understood  you  up  to  the  present  you  complain  of  this 
agreement  between  the  refiners  and  the  wholesalers  because  it  shuts  the  retailers  out 
from  buying  from  the  refin  rs.   That  is  the  first  point  you  make  against  it  7    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  also  complain  because  it  fixes  the  price  at  which  the  wholesaler 
sells  to  the  retailer  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  prevents  any  competition  between  the  wholesalers  and  prevents  men 
from  buying  from  one  cheaper  than  from  another  f    A.  Yes,  precisely. 

Q.  And  prevents  useful  competition  in  trade  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  It  controls  the  price  at  which  you  bay  7     A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  as  I  understand  it  gives  a  fixed  profit  to  the  wholesaler  on  every  trans- 
action 7     A.  Yes,  precisely. 

Q,  It  secures  them  their  profit  ?     Yes,  precisely. 
By  Mr.  McKay  : 

Q  Can  you  tell  me  if  the  refiners  insist  upon  that  when  they  sell  at  a  fixed 
price  7    A.  I  understand  that  they  do. 

Q.  Have  the  refiners  anything  to  do  with  the  price  arrangement  with  the  guild  7 
A.  With  the  price  of  sugar  as  fixed  7 

Q.  Yes  7     A.  The  price  at  which  they  can  buy  from  the  refiners  7 

Q.  No,  the  price  at  which  they  sell  ?    A.  One  follows  the  other. 

Q.  You  have  been  informed ?     A.  I  have  been  informed  that  the  wholesale 

men  have  a  certain  fixed  advance  at  which  to  sell  to  the  retailers. 

Q.  Is  that  not  an  arrangement  among  the  wholesale  dealers  themselves  ?  A. 
That  may  be. 

Q.  Do  the  refiners  have  anything  to  do  with  the  price  at  which  the  wholesaler 
sells  to  the  retailer  7  A.  One  follows  the  other.  It  was  understood  that  the  prices 
were  fixed  when  they  made  this  arrangement  with  the  refiners.  I  have  it  from  one 
or  two  of  the  members  of  the  guild  that  Mr.  Drummond  stipulated  that  if  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Wholesale  Grocers'  Guild  could  guarantee  him  an  agreement  to  sell  at  a 
certain  fixed  advance  that  he  would  agree  to  protect  them,  that  is,  not  to  sell  to  any 
dealers  except  at  the  fixed  prices,  and  that  they  did  fix  the  prices  at  which  they 
would  sell. 
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By  Mr.   Wood  (  Westmoreland)  ; 

Q.  Wnen  you  say,  Mr.  Frsser,  that  the  wholesale  grocers  have  a  fixed  advance^ 
does  that  apply  to  all  grades  of  sugar,  both  -white  and  yellow?  A,  I  understand  it 
does. 

Q.  Are  yon  positive  about  that  ?     A.  I  am  not  positive  about  it. 

Q.  I  think  that  some  of  the  witnesses  who  were  examined  stated  that  it  only 
applied  to  the  standard  granulated  ?     A.  Possibly. 

Q.  Bat  that  there  was  freedom  to  sell   yellow   at  any  price  they  choose?     A. 
That  may  be.     I  do  not  know. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  This  resolution  that  you  speak  of:  You  simply  passed  a  resolution  condemn- 
ing the  practice  of  wholesale  grocers  selling  direct  to  the  consumer.  There  were  no 
penalties  imposed,  were  there  ?  There  was  no  bylaw  passed  compelling  the  mem- 
bers of  your  association  to  refrain  from  dealing  with  them,  was  there  ?  A.  Such  a 
resolution  was  proposed,  but  it  was  never  carried  into  effect. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  you  did  not  keep  a  list  of  the  wholesale  men  with  whom 
you  were  bound  to  deal?    A.  No. 

Q.  To  the  exclusion  of  others  whom  you  were  to  boycott  ?  A.  No.  This  was 
suggested  l^y  some  of  our  members  because  these  combinations  were  spreading.  They 
were  tying  up  one  article  after  another  and  placing  the  members  at  a  serious  disad- 
vantage in  purchasing  supplies  and  many  of  the  members  thought  that  it  was  a  well 
known  and  notorious  fact  that  many  of  the  wholesale  houses  in  Montreal  did  a  very 
large  purely  retail  business.  They  were  taking  such  steps  and  took  a  leaf  out  of 
their  own  book  and  asked  them  to  confine  themselves  to  their  legitimate  business,  a 
wholesale  jobbing  trade.  It  was  a  notorious  fact  that  many  of  these  jobbers  were 
also  doing  a  wholesale  trade. 

By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 

Q.  What  do  you  consider  the  distinction  between  a  wholesaler  and  a  retailer  ? 
A.  There  is  not  a  very  great  distinction  as  trade  is  done  now-a-days.  The  wholesale 
trade  in  Montreal  has  changed  so  very  much.  Some  of  the  so-called  wholesale  men 
are  doing  a  large  business  in  Montreal  which  can  be  considered  as  nothing  more  or 
less  than  a  purely  retail  business.  They  are  doing  both  a  wholesale  and  retail 
business. 

Q.  Do  you  think  it  desirable  that  there  should  be  two  classes  ?  A.  I  have 
already  said  that  there  should  be  perfect  freedom  of  trade.  If  a  man  has  the  capital 
he  should  be  allowed  to  purchase  as  low  as  he  can  and  to  sell  at  what  price  he  pleases, 

Q.  Would  you  have  any  objection  to  stating  what  your  selling  price    for  granu- 
lated sugar  is  now  ?    A.  8c.  per  lb.  at  the  present  moment. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  And  13  lbs.  per  dollar  ?     A.  No,  except  in  very  large  lots. 
By  Mr.  W«od  ( Westmoreland)  ; 

A.  Do  you  know  what  the  wholesalers'  price  is   now  ?     A.  I  could  not  say.    I 
think  it  is  7Jc.     I  have  not  bought  any  this  last  three  weeks.     The  last   I  bought 
was  7 Jo.  at  dO  days  or  J  per  cent.  off. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  When  was  that?     A.  A  few  weeks  ago. 
By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 

Q.  Would  you  send  us  a  copy  of  these  by-laws  ?    A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  ; 

Q.  You  spoke  of  having  approached  Mr,  Drummond  on  the  question  of  buying 
from  him.  Have  you  asked  to  buy  from  any  other  refiners  ?  A.  Not  as  yet,  for 
the  simple  reason  that  the  St.  Lawrence  sugar  refinery  has  been  burnt  down  and 
the  refineries  in  the  Maritime  Provinces  were  so  far  from  home  that  we  thought  that 
it  would  be  out  of  the  question  to  get  supplies  from  them. 

Q.  You  are  in  Montreal  practically  dependent  upon  Mr.  Drummond  then  ?  A^ 
Tes. 
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By  the  Chairman  ; 

What  did  you  say  was  the  last  purchase  you  made.     What  was  the  price  ?     A; 
7^^  cents.  "^ 

Q.  And  what  was  the  quantity  ?     A.  15  barrel  lots. 

By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  Supposing  that  the  refiners  were  to  break  this   agreement  with   the   whole- 
salers would  yoa  be  able  to  sell  your  sugars  cheaper  ?    A.  Certainly,  wo  would  buy 
them  cheaper.  •' '  •' 

By  Mr.  Guillet  ; 
Q.  As  a  maiter  of  fact  you  formerly  could  buy  from   brokers,  could  you  not  ? 
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Q.   But  there  are  no  brokers  now  ?     A.  No. 

(4.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  if  the  broker  in  these  times  was  allowed  to  buy  sugar,  he 
might  place  a  lot  of  sugars  below  the  refinery  price,  if  tbo  sugars  advanced  after 
they   were   bought.     You  would   have   an    opportunity  thej  to  buy   very  cheap? 

Q.   Now,  you  lose  that  ?     A.  Yes.      - 
Q.  That  is  sometimes  very  serious  ?     A.  Certainly. 

Q.  Do  you  find  cases  where  merchants  who  are  anxious  to  realise,  place  their 
sugars  below  the  market  price.    A.    Ses. 

Q.   These  brokers  are  being  closed  out  of  the   business?    A.  Yes,  there  is  a 
great  want  of  free  competition. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Well,  you   stated  that  the  profits  on  sugars  were  between  5  and  6  per  cent.  ? 
A;  I  did  not  say  6 .     I  think  it  is  5  per  cent,  or  thereabouts. 

Q.  That  appears  to  work  satisfactorily  to  the  wholesalers  now  ?    A.  Yes. 
Q.   Do  you  know  why  it  should  not  be  doubled  ?    A.  They  have   the   means  if 
they  choose  to  do  it.     They  have  the  monopoly  of  the  business,  and  they  would  only 
require  the  connivance  and  consent  of  the  refiner. 

Q.  They  could  raise  it  up  to  20  per  cent,  if  they  chose  ?  A.  Yes,  but  we  could 
import  sugar  then . 

Q.  But  they  could  have  a  large  profit  still,  and  you  could  not  import  ?  A.  I 
suppose  so. 

By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  Have  you  ever  made  any  enquiries  as  to  what  you  could  import  sugars  for  ? 

A.  I  know  I  have  purchased 

Q.  At  lower  figures  ?     A.  No,  but  repeatedly  at  the   same  price  as  granulated. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  But  last  season  prices  were  going  up  all  the  time  ?     A.  Yes . 

By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q,  From  whom  do  you  purchase?     A.  Prom  Messrs.  J.  A.  Matthewson  &  Co. 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  How  does  the  quality  compare  with  our  granulated  ?    A.  Very  well,   I   can 
assure  you. 

By  Mr.  McKay : 
Q.  You  consider  it  equally  as  good  as  granulated  ?     A.  Yes,   equally  as   good, 
but  I  agree  with  the  statement  that  I  have  no  fault  to  find  with  the  granulated. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  Have  yon  fault  to  find  with  the  yellows?     A.  I  am  in  the  habit  of  handling 
only  the  finer  grades.     Occasionally  I  have  had  to  try  the  lower  grades,  and  I   have 
thought  that  they  were  not  quite  up  to  the  mark. 

Q.  Not  as  good  as  they  were   some   time  ago  ?     A.  As   I   said   before,  I  only 
handle  the  finer  grades. 

By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  ; 
Q.  Do  brokers  handle  yellow  sugars  at  all  ?    A.  At  present  ? 
Q.  Yes  ?    A.  I  could  not  say.     Not  to  my  knowledge. 

3—5 
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By  Mr.  Bain  (Weniworth)  : 

Q.  Is  there  arjy  difference  in  the  weight  or  the  qoality  of  the  yellow  sugar  com- 
pared wiih  what  it  was  formerly  ?  A.  They  are  now  considerably  heavier,  but  I 
may  say  ti  at  the  barrels  are  larger. 

Q.  They  mjike  the  packages  larger  do  they?  A.  Yes,  somewhat  larger,  but 
even  with  that  I  ihink  the  weight  is  sometimes  more  than  it  was. 

Q.  The  sDKar  is  heavier  and  denser.    A.  Yes. 
By  Mr   Fisher  : 

Q.  Is  that  due  to  more  moisture  in  the  sugar  ?     A.  I   should  imagine  so,  but    it 
is  very  seldom  that  I  handle  the  low  grades  of  yellow  ? 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Weniworth)  : 

Q.  That  does  not  apply  to  the  finer  grades  of  sugar  ?  A.  No,  I  have  no  fault 
to  find  with  thera  whatever. 

Q.  About  the  same  bulk  and  weight  as  formerly?  A.  The  barrels  are  larger, 
but  as  far  as  the  sugars  which  I  handle  in  my  business  are  concerned,  1  have  no  fault 
whatever  to  find  with  them. 

Q.  But  the  yellow  grades  are  more  wet  or  moifet  than  formerly  ?  A.  Yes,  it 
sometimes  requires  considerable  labor  to  get  these  heavier  grades  out  of  the  cask. 
A  purely  retail  man  in  the  suburbs  would  have  more  occasion  to  grumble  than  what 
I  have. 

By  Mr.  Boyle : 

Q.  W;;8  this  low  grade  not  matiufactured  to  meet  requirements  in  the  trade? 
A.  I  could  not  saj' ;  not  to  my  knowledge.  I  require  the  finest  sugars  which  I  can 
get  for  my  own  trade. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  WentwortK)  : 

Q.  Do  you  remember  an  advance  in  the  prices  after  the  Sti  Lawrence  Sugar 
Eefinery  was  burned  last  year  ?  A.  I  do  not  recollect  if  there  was  an  advance  im- 
mediately after  the  refinery  was  burnt  down,  but  I  know  that  there  was  an  advance 
about  that  time. 

Q.  They  quoted  higher  figures  then  ?  A.  If  I  remember  rightly  the  prices 
were  slightly  highyr. 

Q    About  how  much  t     A.  I  am  not  very  positive,  but  if  I  recollect  rightly  I 
think  I  purchased  in  May,  and  shortly  after  there  was  a  slight  advance. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  What  advance  ?    A.  I  think   I  purchased  one  lot  at  the  same  price  as  previ- 
ously, but  shortly  after  that  I  paid  an  advance  of  one  eighth  of  a  cent  per  pound,  as  far 
as  my  recollection  serves  me. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  Have  you  formed  an  idea  as  to  what  you  think  would  be  the  best  means  of 
stopping  these  combinations  ?  A;  Well,  in  regard  to  this  question,  to  my  mind  the 
only  means,  whether  it  is  in  the  power  of  Parliament  to  prohibit  it  at  all,  I  think  the 
simplest  or  shortest,  way  is  to  make  a  redaction  in  the  duty  on  refined  sugars,  as 
that  would  undoubtedly  kill  it  in  short  order. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  That  would  enable  retailers  to  import  when  they  wished  to  ?     A.  Yes,  as  far 
as  the  means  taken  to  crush  this  combination,  to  do  away  with  it,  this  gentleman  has 
asked  me  my  views.     I  think  the    only  advisable  way  would  be  to  reduce  the  tariff. 
By  Mr.  Gui  let  ; 

Q.  In  your  petition  you  express  yourself — the  petition  of  your  association  is 
that  you  believe  the  manufacture  of  refined  sugar  in  this  country  has  been  a  great 
advantage  ?  A.  A  proper  protection  being  given,  but  if  that  protection  is  abused  we 
always  th  jught  the  only  advisable  means  of  having  things  right  is  to  make  a  certain 
reduction,  not  to  prohibit  the  refining  of  sugar  in  Canada,  but  make  a  sufficient  re- 
duction in  the  duty  to  enable  other  sugars  to  come  into  Canada. 
By  Mr.  Wood  ( Westmoreland)  : 

Q.  You  say  refiners  don't  make  any  larger  sales  in  consequence  of  this  ?  A.  I 
ehoald  think  not. 
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Q.  Do  they  get  any  advanced  prices  ?  A.  I  may  state  that  I  thiak  that  our 
association  saw  that  it  did  not  beaefit  the  sugar  refinery  in  any  way,  that  it  did  not 
sell  more  sugar  or  anything  like  that.  We  had  the  assuranrje  of  Mr.  Drummond 
that  it  did  not  benefit  the  refinery  and  that  he  did  not  care  if  the  combination  termi- 
nated to  morrow. 

Q.  They  only  wanted  to  got  the  advantage  that  the  wholesale  dealers  get  ?  A. 
Precisely. 

By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  What  object  then  do  you   think   the    refinera   have   in    consenting   to   this 
arrangement?     A.  I  have  no  doubt  that  their  object  was  to  ooafiaa  sales  in  as  few 
hands  as  possible  and  sell  ia  large  lots. 

Q.  What  is  their  object  in  confining  their  trade  to  a  few  hands  ?  A.  They 
would  have  their  output  in  as  few  hands  as  possible  without  supplying  so  miny 
accounts  probably  all  over  the  country. 

Q.  That  is  rather  a  trifling  advantage  I  should  think.  Do  you  think  that  that 
would  be  sufficient  to  induce  the  refiners  to  consent  to  an  arrangement  of  this  kind  ? 
A.   We  thouEtht  to. 

Q.  You  do  not  think  that  the  refiners  get  any  advantage  in  any  way  ?  A.  Wa 
said  so  in  oar  petition  (Exhibit  12).  We  did  not  consider  it  would  affect  them  in 
that  way. 

Q.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  refiners  would  not  consent  to  such  an  agreement 
as  this  for  that  purpose  alone  ?  A.  That  was  the  statement  which  Mr.  Drummond 
made  to  us,  that  as  far  as  he  was  concerned  it  did  not  affect  him  one  bit. 

Q.  Could  this  agreement  be  carried  on  without  the  refiners  at  all  ?  A.  Cer- 
tainly not. 

Q.  The  refiners  have  it  in  their  own  hands  to  break  the  agreement  any  time 
they  choose  then  ?     A.  Precisely. 

Q.  If  they  did  break  the  agreement  the  whole  combination  would  fall  to  the 
ground  ?     A.  Immediately. 

Q.  The  wholesalers  could  not  keep  it  up  themselves  at  all?     A.  No. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Did  Drummond  say  they  had  put  any  further  pressure  on   them  in  reducing 
the  number  ot  his  customers  ?    Did  he  say  they  had  put  any  further  pressure  on  him 
about  threatening  to  retire  from   the   sugar   business   if  he  did  not  come  to  their 
terms  ?     A.  He  never  stated  so  to  us. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  You  were  never  aware  of  any  threat  being  held  out  to   the  refiners  by  the 
wholesale  trade  ?    A .  No. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  threats  being  held  out  by  the  wholesale  grocer  ?     A.  I 
did  not  personally  know  of  any  such  thing,  until  I  heard  it  here ;  I  did  not  know  of 
any  such  thing . 

By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  As  [  understood  you  a  few  minutes  ago  it  is  in  consequence  of  the  fact  that 
jou  cannot  import  that  the  wholesalers  are  able  to  control  your   trade  ?    A.  Pre- 
cisely, the  tariff  prohibits  almost  entirely  the  importation  of  sugar. 

Q.  If  you  were  able  to  import  this,  the  wholesale  combination  coul  1  not  carry 
out  its  object  ?  A.  Certainly,  not  at  all.  We  would  not  be  depending  on  them  for 
our  supplies. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  You  would  have  to  import  it  all,  because  there  would  be  none  of  it  manufac- 
tured in  Canada  if  there  were  no  protective  duty  ?     A.  We  think  there  could  be  a 
finflSoient  protective  duty  without  enabling  them  to  create  a  monopoly. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 
Q.  If  the  combination  could  be  broken  up  in  that  way  it  would  answer  your 
purpose  just  as  well  ?    A.  Certainly  it  would.     We  are  desirous  that  the  industry 
should  be  protected. 
3— 5i 
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Q.  I  think  in  the  petition  (Exhibit  12)  set  forth  here,  filed,  it  expresses  the  fact 
that  you  are  in  favor  of  a  reasonable  protection  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Ard  that  is  the  expression  of  your  association  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  you  say  yon  think  the  lowering  of  the  duty  would  be  a  remedy  you 
speak  for  yourself  and  not  for  the  association  ?  A.  Yes,  I  speak  for  myself;  I  was 
asked  my  opinion. 

Q.  JDo  you  know  what  protection  is  on  sugar?    A.  I  know  the  duty  on  sugar. 

Q.  What  is  the  duty  on  refined  sugar  ?    A.  I  understand  it  was  35  per  cent. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  graduated  scale  on  refined  sugar  ?  A.  I  understand  it  is,  I  am 
not  conversant. 

Q.  You  know  there  is  a  duty  on  raw  sugars  that  the  refiners  have  to  pay  ?  A. 
Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  the  difference  is  between  the  duty  on  refined  and  raw 
sugar  ?     A.  I  am  not  conversant  with  it. 

Q.  Are  you  aware  that  it  is  about  60  cents  per  100  pounds  ?     A.  I  cannot  say. 
By  Mr,  Fisher  : 

Q.  You  spoke  about  importing  and  not  being  able  to  import,  do  you  know  what 
the  duty  charges  would  amount  toon  granulated  sugar  imported  from  Scotland  f 
A.  I  could  not  say,  I  have  never  imported  any  myself. 

Q.  I  did  not  know  but  that  you  had  examined  the  prices  to  see  if  you  could  im- 
port?   A.  I  did  not,  I  heard  the  price  of  importation  on  high  graded  sugars. 

Q.  High  grade  yellows— can  you  tell  me  the  price  ?  A.  I  don't  remember  at 
the  present  time. 

By  Mr.  Landry  : 

Q.  There  is  jnst  one  thing  I  would  like  to  ask.  You  think  the  refiners  them- 
selves would  not  make  any  more  profit  by  this  arrangement  ?  A.  We  thought 
so  at  the  time  we  made  that  petition. 

Q.  Well,  the  profits  I  understand  you  are  limited  ?  A.  I  may  state  when  we 
made  that  petition,  we  understood  it  was  entirely  owing  to  pressure  of  the  Whole- 
sale Grocers'  Guild  that  the  refiners  consented  to  enter  into  the  arrangement,  and  we 
had  the  statement  of  Drummond  that  he  did  not  value  it  at  one  cent. 

Q.  According  to  that  the  profits  would  go  simply  to  the  wholesale  dealer  ?  A. 
Precisely . 

Q.  Their  profit  then,  it  occurs  to  me,  would  be  not  because  of  a  higher  price,  but 
because  of  a  larger  market  ?  A.  Because  he  was  able  to  fix  a  certain  fixed  margin 
at  which  they  would  sell  it,  not  on  account  of  the  higher  price.  They  would  have 
their  certain  fixed  profit. 

Q.  Am  I  right  in  concluding  that  the  wholesale  dealers  do  not  get  a  higher 
price  but  a  more  extended  market  ?  A.  Oh,  they  control  the  market— all  retailers 
are  compelled  to  purchase  from  them. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  after  they  have  made  their  price  of  selling,  do  they  raise 
the  price  themselves  ?  A.  They  raise  the  price  on  their  profit  as  it  were.  There  is 
a  certain  fixed  profit  which  they  get  no  matter  what  the  rise  or  fall  of  sugar  may  be. 
That  profit  is  theirs  over  the  price  they  have  to  pay. 

Q.  I  cannot  understand  if  it  does  not  make  any  difierence  that  in  the  rise  and 
fall  of  sugar  that  they  always  have  the  same  prices  ?  A.  They  have  the  same  profit 
all  the  time,   this  is  fixed  every  week.     The  profits  are  always  the  same. 

Q.  Would  It  not  be  the  same,  or  was  it  not  the  same  previous  to  the  existence  of 
these  combines?     A.  There  was  a  freer  competition  then.     There  was  no  certain 
fixed  profit.     We  were  able  to  buy  sugar  wherever  we  could  buy  it  cheapest. 
Q.  Has  It  raised  the  profits,  in  your  opinion?     A.  Yes 
By  Mr.  Guillet: 

Q.  For  the  past  year  sugars  have  been  advancing  considerably?  A.  Yes, 
during  last  year. 

Q.  If  the  wholesale  trade  withdrew  from  this  arrangement  you  could  frequently 
get  sugars  from  them  at  less  than  the  full  advance  ?    A.  Probably  so. 

Q,  Whereas  in  this  case  you  have  to  pay  the  full  advance  of  a  quarter  of  a  cent 
above  that  ?    A.  Precisely,  from  week  to  week,  as  the  prices  run. 


SUGAR  AND   GROOEBIES.  69 


Q.  There  is  no  chance  for  competition  at  all  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  The  public  would  got  the  benefit  of  that  if  there  was  no  arrangement,  as  you 
'would  be  able  to  sell  lower  by  baying  at  less  than  tbe  full  advance  ?     A,  Precisely. 


John  Eobbrtson  sworn. 
By  the  Ohairman : 

Q.  Where  do  you  live  ?     A.  Philip's  Square,  Montreal. 

Q.  What  is  your  business  ?     A.  Grocer. 

Q.  Will  you  just  state  what  you  think  is  unjust  as  far  as  your  trade  is  concerned. 
I  understand  you  came  here  to  state  what  you  consider  as  ao  iDJustico  ?  A.  I  just 
start  out  by  saying  that  I  am  a  British  subject  and  it  is  not  according  to  anything 
that  I  ever  knew  of  British  law  for  a  British  subject  to  be  boycotted  or  conspired 
-against.  I  am  not  a  lawyer,  and  I  may  be  wrong,  but  I  interpret  it  as  conspiracy 
for  one,  two  or  three  persons  to  conspire  to  defeat  another.  That  is  my  interpreta- 
tation  of  it.  That  is  the  way  I  view  it. 
By  Mr.  Landry  : 

Q.  What  we  want  is  proof  that  this  is  done  ?  A.  It  is  a  simple  case.  Going  on 
further  I  claim  as  a  British  subject  that  my  dollar  is  as  good  as  your  dollar.  I  might 
say  that  there  is  a  great  point  of  the  objection.  We  have  other  combinations,  but 
this  sugar  combination  i?  the  worst  combination  of  them  all.  I  am  not  admitted  at 
all;  I  cannot  buy  from  them.  I  suppose  they  call  it  in  Ireland  "  boycotting,"  I 
don't  know  what  you  call  it  here ;  I  call  it  conspiracy  against.  I  may  say  that  this 
is  a  matter  to  which  I  take  great  exception.  The  injustice  of  the  thing  is  that  a 
man  cannot  buy  owing  to  the  position  in  which  he  is  placed,  even  if  he  has  the 
money  to  pay  for  everything.  Certainly  any  refiner  has  a  right  to  say  to  whom  he 
shall  sell,  provided  a  man  has  not  got  the  money  to  put  up.  If  I  have  ray  money  to 
put  np  in  a  public  establishment,  as  I  claim  sugar  refineries  are,  protected  by  law, 
we  have  a  right  to  look  to  the  law  to  protect  us,  and  if  I  go  there  with  mv  1100  L 
-claim  that  my  $100  is  just  as  good  as  that  ot  any  member  of  the  guild.  That  pri- 
vilege we  have  not  got  now.  It  is  taken  from  us  through  the  action  of  the  guild  and 
the  refiners.  It  takes  two  to  make  a  bargain.  It  is  all  right  for  Drummond  to  say 
that  the  refiners  are  not  in  the  combination.  There  can  be  no  combination  without 
them.  It  is  quite  clear  that  it  takes  two  to  make  a  bargain,  and  a  bargain  is  made 
between  these  two  to  my  detriment.  I  have  been  in  business  in  Montreal  in  the  same 
place  since  1876,  and  I  commenced  buying  sugar  from  the  refinery  in  that  year,  and 
until  last  year.  1  don't  know  that  I  boughtany  within  the  last  li  months  just  passed, 
but  I  paid  them  a  great  many  dollars.  I  took  it  very  hard  when  it  was  told  to  me 
that  they  must  decline  to  sell  me  any  more.  They  said  :  "  You  shall  have  to  buy 
your  sugar  through  sugar  jobbers," 

By  Mr.  Landry :  ,         ,.  j  u     „i,„  + 

0    It  appears  to  me  that  you  had  batter  tell  us  when  this  was   done,   by  what 

anthoTityandby  whom?     A.  I  haven't  it  down  in   wnting.     I  can  give  you   the 

gentleman's  name.  ,      „       .     ^  l 

O  Whom  did  they  represent,  those  who  told  you  that?  A.  Oix-  who  repre- 
sented and  worked  at  the  sugar  refinery,  after  my  buying  from  them  f-,  r  eeventeen 
years. 

By  Mr.  Fisher :  o     a    v 

Q.  You  went  to  them  and  wanted  to  buy?     A.   Yes. 

Q.  And  they  refused  you  on  what  ground?  A.  They  did  not  refu^o  me,  but 
they  gave  me  a  quotation  I  could  not  buy  at. 

O    D,d  vou  remonstrate  ?     A.  Certainly  I  did.  .     ,-     •    j  ..    ..  f^„ 

q!  Dd  you  find  out  why  they  charged  you  that  price?     A.  I  ^^'^^^  ^hat  question 
and  they  declined  to  answer  me.     I  asked  was  it  owing  to  the  members  of  the  guild, 
and  that  answer  they  would  not  make.     I  knew  the  prices  in  the  guild. 
Q.   Were  you  offered  the  guild  list?     A.  Never. 
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By  Mr.  McKay : 

Q.  Are  you  a  wholesale  merchant  or  a  retail  merchant  ?  I  am  wholesale  when 
I  can. 

Q.  Eetail  business  ?    A.  Eetail  business. 

Q.  You  belong  lotbe  Eetail  Aefociation  of  Montreal?  A.  Yes,  sir,  I  might 
say  that  they  asked  me  if  I  was  a  wholesaler.  I  have  fold  between  600  and  700 
barrels  of  fugar  a  year  for  the  last  3  or  4  years.  I  have  just  got  a  list  with  me 
ehowing  the  prices  I  paid.  Just  to  bring  it  stronger  before  you  to  show  you  the 
change  that  has  taken  place.  In  November,  1886, 1  bought  75  barrels  of  granulated 
8ugar,  at  $5.95,  less  2J  per  cent,  or  four  months,  which,  you  as  business  men  will 
understand  is  a  better  bargain  than  to  be  obliged  to  pay  cash.  I  might  have  four 
months  if  1  wished  or  pay  part  cash  ;  we  considered  that  better  terms  than  strictly 
cash  in  14  days.  You  cannot  get  four  months  now.  This  was  bought  outside  but  it 
was  their  sugar. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  I  believe  the  time  for  sugar  is  two  months  ?  A.  They  did  not  always  give 
this  to  wholesale  grocers. 

Q.  The  wholesale  grocers'  terms  are  usually  sixty  days  ?  A.  It  has  been  for  one 
year  or  so. 

Q.  In  Toronto  it  has  been  for  some  years  ?    A.  It  is  in  Montreal. 
By  Mr.  Quillet : 

Q.  "What  about  the  price  of  the  sugar.     A.  This  is  a  list.     This  is  day  and  date. 

Q.  That  was  1886?  A,  That  is  1st  November,  1886,  $5  95,  less  2J  per  cent,  or  4 
months  or  5.  If  cash  was  paid  I  get  my  discount  2Ed  November,  1886.  This  is  a 
date  that  I  bought  a  small  lot  for  which  I  had  to  pay  S-^^  for  granulated.  So  you  see, 
then,  that  we  had  the  difference  in  our  favor  when  buying  a  large  lot  of  sugar.  I 
got  75  barrels  at  $5.95,  but  only  buying  lO  barrels  I  had  to  pay  6^.     Now,  according 

to  their  own  showing,  the  lowest  rates  for  granulated 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  discount  did  you  get  on  10  barrels  ?     A.  2J  per  cent,  in  14  days.     The 
lowest  rate  was  $5.85  net  cagh,  that  is,  without  2J  per  cent.  off. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  What  year  was  that?  A.  1887.  You  have  the  discount  off  of  5  cents  which 
makes  it  even  less. 

By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  That  reduced  the  price  to  85.80?  A.  Yes,  17th  February,  1887.  That  was 
the  lowest  time  I  think  for  sugar.  About  that,  I  am  not  exactly  sure,  I  bought  50 
barrels  at  6  cents ;  22nd  February,  93  barrels  (that  is  5  days  afterwards)  I  bought 
this  at  6  cents  on  the  same  terms,  2i  off,  discount  for  cash  in  1-t  days.  Now,  sugar 
in  my  opinion  was  a  good  stock  then,  I  thought  it  advisable  to  buy  more  than  I 
needed  for  immediate  use  and  I  bought  that  143  bairels  within  5  days.  It  proved 
that  I  was  correct  as  sugar  advanced  in  price  considerably.  On  1st  June,  1887,  I 
bought  100  bajrels  of  granulated  at  6^. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  When  did  the  combiration  start?  A.  The  combination  went  into  existence 
about  that  time  or  a  little  before  that, — about  the  1st  of  May,  this  was  after  it. 

Q.  Then  the  price  went  up  ?  A.  Well,  I  don't  think  that  was  the  reason  for 
the  price  goinsr  up,  I  don't  want  to  be  misunderstood  on  that  point. 

Q.  It  juhi  happeted  so,  though?  A.  Yes,  1st  June,  1887,  I  bought  100  barrels 
at  six  and  a  half  cents.  I,  think  at  that  time  the  factory  price  was  6|  cents,  if  it 
was  not  on  that  day  it  was  on  the  day  after  ;  I  was  one  quarter  under  the  factory. 
That  was  optional  again  in  4  months. 

Q.  How  much  did  you  buy  that  for  ?  A.  6^  cents  and  2^  per  cent,  on  4  months. 
What  I  want  to  prove  is  this :  that  this  combination  has  been  an  actual  lose  to  me, 
not  only  the  loss  of  a  quarter  of  a  cent  a  pound  and  one  per  cent,  discount,  but  the  ad- 
Tanteges  it  has  taken  from  me  of  using  my  judgment.  The  experience  I  have  had  in 
huying  sugar,  when  I  thought  it  was  best  to  do  so,  and  buy  small   quantities  when  I 
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did  not  think  it  best  to  buy  a  large  quantity,  is  gone.     JSow  we  have  lo    advantage 
of  that  kind. 

By  Mr.  McKay: 

Q.  You  can  buy  from  the  wholesale  men  ?     A.  Certainly. 

Q.  Tou  have  to  pay  their  prices  ?  A.  Yes,  but  formerly  I  got  the  advantage 
by  buying  in  larger  lots. 

Q.  You  cannot  get  lower  prices  on  500  barrels  than  on  5  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  500  barrels  or  15  ?     A.  It  is  the  same  thing. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  You  would  have  the  advantage  of  a  rise  in  the  market  ?     A,  Yes,  of  course ; 
we  are  not  prevented  from  buying  more  than  15  barrels  if  we  desire   to  do  so,  bat 
we  cannot  have  any  advantage  except  on  the  rise  of  the  market.     We  had  an  ad- 
vantage before  by  buying  in  large  quantities. 
By  Mr.  Landry : 

Q.  You  do  not  get  the  same  advantage  as  those  in  the  guild  ?  A.  No ;  and 
that  is  where  I  claim  the  injustice  is ;  my  money  is  as  good  as  theirs. 

Q.  Does  that  not  apply  to  everything  in  trade  ?    A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  retail  people  in  other  classes  of  goods,  such  as  tea,  and  such  articles, 
not  insist  that  wholesale  dealers  do  not  sell  retail;  that  they  must  not  sell  retail? 
A.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  have  any  understanding,  but  if  ihere  is,  they  do 
not  keep  it.  In  other  combinations  that  I  know  of  they  will  admit  yon  or  anyone 
else  who  buys  the  quantity  wholesale  or  retail.  I  can  go  to  the  manufacturers  of 
starch,  soap,  baking  powder,  biscuits,  Berger's  starch,  candles,  gin,  whiskey  and  a 
great  many  things  in  which  there  are  combinations,  and  they  are  all  open  if  1  buy 
the  quantity. 

Q.  The  combination  consists  in  buying  a  quantity  ?  A.  Yes,  they  do  not  ex- 
clude you  or  anyone  else,  if  you  buy  the  quantity.  The  only  condition  is  that  I 
shall  not  sell  it  less  than  the  wholesale  price ;  that  is,  that  I  shall  not  sell  it  whole- 
sale at  less  than  their  price. 

Q.  That  is,  less  than  the  price  you  buy  it  at  ?  A.  They  have  sliding  prices. 
They  fix  the  price.  If  you  take  10  boxes  of  starch,  you  get  one  price ,  if  you  take 
25  boxes,  you  get  another  ;  and  100  boxes,  another.  You  must  not  sell  lower  than 
their  lowest  price.  I  have  to  buy  100  boxes  of  starch,  Bat  they  do  not  question 
me  as  to  what  1  shall  retail  it  at,  but  I  must  not  wholesale  it  at  less  than  their  lowest 
price. 

By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  If  you  were  to  be  allowed  to  enter  this  arrangement,  you  would  not  object 
to  it  ?     A.  I  certainly  would. 

Q.  Your  objection  to  the  arrangement  is,  that  you  are  not  allowed  as  a  retailer 
to  enier  it?     A.  I  am  not  allowed,  but  I  object  to  it  on  principle.     It  is  not  good 
for  the  wholesale  men,  or  anyone  else. 
By  Mr.  Landry : 

Q.  Your  objection  would  be  not  because  of  the  thing  itself,  but  simply  because 
it  does  not  extend  to  everybody  ?  A.  It  is  worse  than  the  others.  They  are  all  bad, 
but  this  is  the  worst.  .,    ,    ,  u    n 

Q,  If  yon  were  allowed  in,  you  would  not  object  provided  they  would  allow 
your  neighbor  in  ?    A.  They  dictate  at  what  I  shall  sell. 

Q.  On  other  things  they  do  too,  and  if  you  object,  it  should  be  a  decided  objec- 
tion ?  A.  I  object  to  the  whole  thing  on  principle,  but  there  are  miny  things  we 
have  to  submit  to,  and  which  we  cannot  help. 

By  Mr.  McKay :  .  ^       n        ^  - 

Q.  You  are  into  something  like  a  combine  when  you  agree  not  to  sell  certain 
things  under  a  certain  figure  ?     A.  There  are  reasons  for  that, 

Q  That  is  a  fact,  though  ?  A,  Yes,  but  there  are  reasons.  I  have  not  made 
my  fortune  yet.  I  am  not  prepared  to  go  out  of  business.  You  cannot  get  the 
Koods  unless  you  sign  their  combination.  You  cannot  get  their  stuff,  yon  must 
sign. 
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By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  Ana  agree  to  sell  at  certain  prices  ?     A.  Thoy  do  not  fix  our  retail  prices, 
but  we  cannot  sell  wbolesale  below  their  figures. 
By  Mr.  Landry  : 

Q,  Does  not  that  retail  association  of  yours  require  on  the  part  of  wholesale 
dealers  that  they  shall  not  sell  at  retail  prices  ?  A.  They  have  asked  thorn,  and 
remonstrated,  but  have  not  exacted  it. 

Q.  In  mating  this  representation  it  is  almost  the  same  as  exacting?  A.  I 
would  put  it  in  a  different  light.     There  was  no  idea  of  boycotting. 

Q.  You  asked  them,  and  they  consented  ?     A.  They  possibly  did,  but  I  do  cot 
know  that  they  have  got  it.     I  am  not  in  a  position  to  know  that  they  have  not. 
By  Mr.  McKay  : 

Q.  Would  you  patronize  a  man  who  went  round  and  sold  to  your  retail  oaa- 
tomers  ?     A.  I  am  not  obliged  to  ;  but  I  would  not  like  it. 

Q.  Who  suffers  by  that  ?  Who  suffers  provided  the  wholesale  man  can  sell  at 
retail  prices  to  the  consumer?  A.  I  believe  the  consumer  suffers  in  the  long  run, 
because  the  wholesale  man  makes  far  more  profit.  I  have  proven  that  it  would  be 
cheaper  to  buy  from  me.  They  go  down  and  buy  a  box  of  tea,  and  are  charged  15 
cts.  a  lb.  more  than  I  would  have  sold  it  to  them  for. 
By  Mr.  Wood  : 

Q    Do  you  approve  of  dividing  the  trade  into  wholesale  and   retail  ?     A.  No,  I 
believe  in  equal  fair  play  for  all,  not  boycotting  any  man.  I  believe  it  is  not  consis- 
tent for  a  man   who  claims  to  be  a  wholesale  man  to  go   round  and  sell  his  goods 
retail.     That  is  all  I  can  say,  I  do  not  thiuk  it  is  any  crime. 
By  Mr.  GUmor  : 

Q.  The  retail  man  would  not  patronize  such  a  man  ?     A.  No. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  spoke  about  other  articles  when  you  named  the  different  articles  that 
•were  in  combination  in  your  trade.  We  had  a  witness  here  the  other  day  who 
stated  that  there  were  only  combinations  in  three  articles  outside  of  sugar.  He  was 
not  in  the  sugar  combination,  and  he  stated  that  the  only  other  combination  that 
exists  was  in  baking  powder,  matches  and  tobacco.  These  are  the  only  ones  he  knew 
of.  ^ 

Mr.  Bain  (Wentworth).  He  mentioned  pickles,  but  he  said  he  did  not  handle 
them. 

The  Chairman.  We  mentioned  other  articles,  but  he  denied  that  he  knew  any- 
thing about  thorn.     Ho  said  there  was  no  combination. 

Mr,  Fisher,  He  said  he  was  not  in  any  other  combination,  but  he  would  not 
deny  that  there  was  any  such. 

The  Witness.  Cook's  Friend  Baking  Powder  is  one,  and  now  I  am  speaking  of 
•what  1  know ;  there  may  be  other  baking  powders  in  combination,  but  I  do  not  know 
whether  there  are  or  not.  Then  there  are  matches.  Tobacco  I  do  not  deal  in.  Then 
there  is  Nestle's  Food,  Berger's  starch,  Crosse  &  Blackwell's  pickles.  They  do  not 
carry  all  their  lines  through,  they  only  take  in  pickles.  Then  there  are  biscuits 
of  Canadian  manufacture.  All  these  biscuit  men  have  fixed  prices 
By  Mr.  Guillet. 

Q.  How  long  has  the  biscuit  combination  existed  ?     A.  Two  or  three  years. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  These  are  fixed  prices  that  wholesale  men  have  to  sell  them  at?  A.  I  be- 
lieve these  biscuit  men  have  a  combination  among  themselves.  One  will  not  sell 
you  cheaper  than  auothor.  They  do  not  say,  however,  what  you  shall  sell  them  at. 
li  you  buy  their  goo^s  at  25  cents  you  can  sell  them  at  ilO  or  21  or  whatever  you 
like.  Then  there  is  Brantford  starch,  and  the  soap  makers  I  think  have  a  combination, 
I  do  not  know  the  facts,  but  I  know  you  have  to  buy  certain  quantities — 100  boxes,  I 
believe— especially  Queen's  Laundry  bar.  There  are  also  different  kinds  of  liquors, 
gin,  rye  whiskey  and  high  wines. 

Q.  Do  you  import  these  ?     A.  Yes;  gin  is  imported, 

Q.  All  wholesale  men  sell  at  the  same  prices?     A,  Yes, 
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By  Mr.  Guillet  : 
Q.  Brandy  ?     A.  No ;   I  do  not  know  of  any  combinatioD  in  brandy,     Bach 
maker  stands  on  his  merits.     Gin  is  the  only  one  among  imported  liquijrs. 
By  Mr.  Fisher: 

Q.  Is  ihere  any  in  home  made  liquors  ?    A.  Yes  ;  rye  whiskey  and  high  wines. 

Q.  Beer?     A.  I  do  not  know  of  any  in  beer. 

Q.  In  Gooderham's  rye  whinkey  there  is  no  restriction  as  to  the  quantity  to  be 
purchased  ?     A.  Tes ;  I  think  bo  . 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  1  understood  that  Gooderham's  is  sold  in  quantity  at  the  same  price  ;  only 
the  discount  is  different  ?     A.  That  comes  to  the  same  thing. 

Q.  What  we  want  to  understand  is  that  these  men,  the  wholesale  grocers,  have 
s,  fixed  price  for  old  rye,  below  whiih  none  of  them  dare  sell  ?    A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Bain  {Wentworth')  : 

Q.  Is  there  any  penalty  ?     A.  That  I  cannot  say.     1  am  not  in  it. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Who  fixes  the  price?     A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Men  buying  from  Gooderham  &  Worts  do  not  need  to  sign  an  agreement  ? 

Mr.  Fraser. — We  require  to  sign  an  agreement. 

Mr.  EoBERTSON.— They  will  not  sell  you  less  than  half  a  car,  I  think  it  is,  of 
"whiskey. 

By  Mr.  Fisher: 

Q.  You  spoke  of  Crosse  &  Blackwell's  pickles,  Berger's  starch  and  several  other 
things,  which  are  particular  things  manufactured  by  one  firm,  as  I  understand  it  ? 
Now,  does  that  firm  of  Crosse  &  Blackwell  impose  upon  those  who  buy  from  them 
any  particular  conditions  as  to  their  sale  ?  For  instance  take  Crosse  &  Blackwell's 
pickles.  It  you  buy  their  pickles  you  can  only  do  bo  on  the  understanding  that  you 
sell  them  at  certain  figures  ?     A.  Yes  ;  or  you  cannot  get  them. 

Q.  Bat  they  combine  among  themseives  to  sell  only  to  certain  people?  A.  Not 
at  all. 

Q.  These  conditions  which  Crosse  &  Blackwell  make  are  their  own,  and  there  is 
not  an  arrangement  with  any  other?     A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q,  This  is  not  the  same  arrangement  as  exists  between  the  refiners  and  the 
wholesale  merchants  ?    A.  No. 

Q.  Then  Berger's  starch  would  be  in  the  same  list  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  other  starch  manufacturers  you  speak  of  are  members  of  the  starch  com- 
bination. Have  they  any  agreement  among  themselves  that  you  know  of  as  to  the 
prices  at  which  they  will  sell  ?     A.  I  think  they  have. 

Q.  Have  they  any  agreement  with  any  body  of  wholesalers  or  other  dealers  as 
to  who  they  shall  sell  to?  A.  I  think  not.  They  will  sell  to  anybody  who  will 
take  the  quantity. 

Q.  That  is  not  an  agreement  in  the  nature  of  the  sagar  agreement  ?  A.  No,  the 
sugar  agreement  is  the  worst  of  the  lot. 

Q.  It  is  not  only  the  worst  in  the  fact  of  being  more  important,  bat  it  is  in  the 
nature  of  the  agreement  itself?  A.  Boih  ways  it  is  worse.  It  is  the  great  staple 
article,  amounting  to  more  than  all  the  others  put  together.  It  is  what  everybody 
must  have,  poor  people  and  all. 

Q,  There  is  a  difference  in  the  principle  of  the  agreement  itself?    A.  Ithink  so. 

Q.  These  others  are  simply  an  arrangement  either  by  one  individual,  as  Crosse 
&  Bhickwell,  or  an  arrangement  amongst  a  certain  number  of  men  amongst  them- 
selves in  the  same  class  oi  trade,  but  not  with  any  other.  That  is  to  say,  it  is  an 
arrangement  among  manufacturers  whereby  they  agree  amongst  themselves  to  sell 
only  at  certain  prices,  but  will  sell  to  anybody  who  will  buy  the  quantity  ?  A.  Yea, 
anybody  who  will  buy  the  quantity. 

Q.  Bat  do  not  force  them  to  sell  at  a  certain  price  ?  A.  Yes,  they  do  some- 
times. 

Q.  Bat  they  will  sell  to  anybody  ?     A.  Yes,  the  consumer  can  buy  if  he  likes. 
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Q.  The  amount  of  the  sale  regulates  the  price  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q,  In  the  sense  of  fixing  the  price  they  are  the  same  as  the  sugar  refiners?  A. 
In  that  sense,  as  far  as  fixing  the  price. 

Q.  But  when  it  comes  to  refusing  to  sell  they  do  not  carry  it  so  far  ?  A.  They 
will  sell  to  anybody. 

By  Mr.  Landry : 

Q.  But  the  consumer  sufi'ers  the  same,  although  the  trade  does  not  ?  A,  I  da 
not  say  that. 

By  Mr,  Boyle  : 

Q.  You  cannot  sell  retail  less  than  you  buy  wholesale  ?     A.  No. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  They  limit  you  to  sell  at  prices  not  below  theirs,  or  at  leas  than  wholesale- 
rate  ?  A.  They  give  you  a  certain  discount,  the  prices  being  the  same  in  most  cases. 
It  is  5  per  cent,  off,  or  10,  according  to  the  quantity,  but  you  must  not  sell  less  than 
their  original  price.  Take  Cook's  Friend,  the  price  is  $2.40  a  dozen  to  anybody  and 
everybody,  but  they  give  to  the  man  who  takes  the  quantity  a  certain  discount ;  he 
must  not,  however,  sell  below  $2.40. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  There  is  no  fixed  advance  ?     A.  No,  but  it  cannot  be  sold  for  less  than  $2.40. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  How  much  discount  ?  A.  That  would  not  be  right  to  expose  a  man's  busi- 
ness. It  would  rot  be  right  I  think.  It  is  not  my  own,  and  I  would  be  interfering 
with  another  man's  business. 

Q.  You  are  interfering  with  the  trade,  because  the  profit  is  to  the  trade?  A. 
If  the  Committee  think  1  have  to  answer  it,  I  will,  but  it  is  not  a  question  you  should 
force  me  lo  an«wer. 

By  Mr.  Quillet : 

Q.  Has  the  price  increased  to  the  consumer?     A.   Not  at  all. 

Q.  Are  they  not  putting  up  a  smaller  parcel  for  a  pound  ?  A.  They  are  putting 
up  a  smaller  paicel  of  Cook's  Friend,  but  do  not  say  it  is  a  pound. 

Q.  But  in  such  a  shape  that  it  might  be  sold  for  a  pound  ?  A.  I  think  it  is  12 
or  14  ounces. 

Q.  And  might  be  sold  to  the  consumer  without  his  discovering  it  ?     A.  I  never 
had  those  parcels  in  my  shop. 
By  Mr.  Landry : 

Q.  What  is  the  penalty  to  anybody  who  sells  under  the  wholesale  prices  ;  can 
you  got  any  goods  again  ?     A.   At  $2.40  they  will  sell  to  anybody. 

Q.  And  you  will  get  the  discount?  A.  No,  not  unless  you  comply  with  their 
termt. 

Q.  If  you  refuse  to  do  this  ?     A.  They  will  not  sell  you  again. 
By  Mr.  Mc  Dm  gall  : 

Q.  They  give  the    same  discount   to  all  parties  purohasiner  small   quantities, 
whether  a  dealer  or  not  ?     A.    I  cannot    answer  that  question.     They  are   supposed 
to  do  so.     I  think  they  do. 
By  Mr.  McKay  : 

Q.  In  this  case  the  price  fixed  for  you  was  $2.40,  and  if  you  go  below  that  price 
and  give  the  consumer  the  benefit  of  your  discount,  you  are  not  allowed  to  do  that? 
A    No. 

Q.  The  penalty  is  you  get  no  more  of  those  goods  ?     A.    No. 

Q-  The  consumer  is  the  sufferer  in  this  deal  ?    A.   Ob,  no. 

(^.  You  can  give  your  consumers  the  benefit  of  the  discount  if  you  wished,  could 
youM)t?     A.   The  discount  is  not  big  enough  to  divide. 

Q.   Yon  cannot  do  as  you  like  ?     A.  You  cannot  sell  it  under  $2.40, 

Q.  If  you  wanted  to  sell  a  customer  some  Cook's  Friend  Baking  Powder  cheap 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  his  good  will,  you  would  like  the  privilege  of  doing  it  ? 
A.  You  are  to  follow  the  agreement. 

Q.  There  is  an  agreement  ?     A.  Yes. 
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Q.  You  are  not  allowed   to  treat  your  customers   as  you  would    like   to  do  in 
some  goods  ?     A.   You  are  not  allowed  to  sell  it  under  the  price. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  There  is  no  necessity  for  such  an  agreement,  if  I  understand  you,  because 
they  sell  you  high  enough  and  you  cannot  afford  to  sell  it  at  less?  A.  Yes,  you 
can  buy  it  for  $i.40  any  place,  but  if  you  want  to  get  the  advantage  of  the  discount, 
yon  must  agree  to  sell  it  at  not  less  than  $2.40. 

Q.  The  protection  the  public  get  is  the  competition  of  a  dozen    other   members 
who  claim,  and  the  probability  is,  that  they  have  as  good  an  article  ?    A.  Oh,  yes. 
By  Mr.  Fisher : 

Q.  I  understand  that  in  the  question  of  starch  the  makers  agree  to  sell  at  the 
same  price?     A.  The  makers  of  Canadian  starch.    I  think  so. 

Q,  Biscuits,  too  ?  A.  The  biscuit  makers  I  think  are  the  same  ;  the  majority 
of  them, 

Q,  Does  their  association  bind  you  not  to  sell  below  a  certain  price  ?  A.  I 
think  not.  All  the  biscuit  maKers'  association  fix  is  the  price  at  which  they  sell  to 
retailers. 

Q.  They  will  sell  to  anybody  ?     A.  Anybody, 

Q.  They  are  different  from  the  starch  makers  and  the   sugar  makers?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  question  I  wish  to  arrive  at  is  whether  this  is  a  mere  association  or  agree- 
ment among  themselves  or  not,  or  whether  this  is  an  association  by  which  they  coerce 
the  retailers.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  a  distinction  between  conspiracy  and  a  trade 
agreement.  In  one  case  Mr.  Eobertson  says  the  biscuit  makers  agree  among  them- 
selves that  they  will  sell  at  a  certain  price  but  they  do  not  coerce  anybody  in  regard 
to  his  business,  but  the  qnestion  is,  do  they  only  agree  amongst  themselves  as  to 
their  business  ?  A,  It  is  only  some  few  slaple  articles  in  which  we  are  coerced,  with 
the  others  you  can  do  what  you  like. 

Q.  In  the  starch  agreement  and  the  sugar  agreement,  as  I  understand,  they 
individually  agree  among  themselves  that  they  will  sell  to  yon  or  anybody  else  at  a 
certain  price,  but  you  in  turn  must  sell  at  a  certain  price.  Again,  they  not  only 
arrange  about  their  own  business,  but  coerce  you  about  your  own  business?  A.  I 
take  these  to  be  about  the  terms. 

Q.  That  is  why  I  draw  the  distinction  between  trade  arrangement  and  con- 
spiracy; the  question  is,  what  is  the  nature  of  the  agreement  between  the  manufac- 
turers?    A.  I  cannot  tell. 

Q.  You  say  you  are  pledged  in  one  case  ?    A.  I  know  my  part  of  the  agreement, 

but  I  nave  never  seen  a  copy  of  the  agreement  amongst  themselves. 

By  Mr.  Guillet  : 
Q.  What  would  they  do  supposing  an  independent  manufacturer   went   in?     A. 

I  don't  know  of  any  case  of  the  kind.     I  did  know  of  a  case  of  the  kind    before  this 

agreement  existed,  and  they  were  cutting  on  the  sale  of  these  biscuits,  and  what  we 

pay  6  cents  for  now,  we  got  then  for  4,  and  all  other  things  equal,  I  believe. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  think  the  biscuit  agreement  is  practically  an  agreement  the  same  as 

the  otherb  ?     A.  I  don't  know,    I  know  we  did  think,  before  the  agreement,  we  were 

selling  too  cheap  then,  or  perhaps  too  dear  now.     I  could  not  answer  that  question. 

By  Mr.  Guillet ;  l        i.      o     »    t 

Q  Ab  a  matter  of  fact  are  not  the  ingredients  cheaper  now  than  then  t  A.  i 
think  ihey  are.  I  think  flour  is  as  cheap.  The  manufacturers  said  they  were  losing 
money  then. 

By  Mr.  Fisher :  ,    .  ^.  •  1 9     a    t 

Q  When  they  sold  you  at  4  cents  they  were  losing  money  they_  said  f  A.  i 
think  so.  There  was  a  new  factory  started  and  there  was  one  running  in  opposition 
to  the  other,  and  they  were  just  running  one  another  to  death,  and  the  general 
opinion  not  only  among  the  biscuit  men,  but  among  the  grocers  as  well,  was  that  the 
thing  should  come  to  an  end,  and  there  was  an  arrangement  to  pay  one  price  tor 
biscuits  entered  into. 
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By  Mr.  Boyle  : 
Q.  CrojBe  &  Blackwell  are  English  manufacturers  ?     A.  Yes. 
Q.  Are  there  no  other  standard    manufaoturers  of   pickles   who  sell   in   this 
country?     A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Ghiillet : 
Q.  Imported?     A.   Yes. 

By  Mr.  Boyle  : 
Q.  There  is  one  called  Batty?     A.    Yes,  I   did'nt  know   there  was  any  combi- 
nation on  them. 

Q,  They  have  eo  agents  in  this  country?  A.  I  don't  know,  I  did'nt  deal  with 
them  at  all. 

Q.  Might  there  cot  be  an  understanding  between  these  manufacturers  in  England, 
as  to  how  prices  would  be  regulated  in  this  country  ?  A.  There  might  be.  The 
document  they  give  us  to  sign  is  simply  that  we  shall  not  sell  goods  at  less  than  a 
certain  price. 

Q.  Was  it  Crosse  &  Blackwell's  agent  who  gave  you  this  document  to  sign  ?  A. 
Yes ;  it  was  Blackwell  himself.  He  said  he  had  made  a  trip  to  Canada  to  know  why 
his  goods  were  not  selling  as  freely  as  they  used  to  in  this  market,  these  recent  years, 
and  ne  learned  that  the  wholesale  people  would  not  keep  them  as  they  could  make 
no  profit  on  them,  as  all  the  retailers  imported  them  themselves  and  there  was  so 
much  competition  that  they  would  not  keep  them  in  stock,  and  he  was  forced  to 
make  this  agreement  to  get  them  to  take  his  goods,  and  the  agent  says  that  the  sale 
has  now  increased.  I  don't  know  how  much  and  how  they  make  a  profit  on  them 
for  selling  them. 

By  JUr.  Quillet: 
Q.  Oiher  goods  must  have  taken  the  place  of  Crosse  &  Blackwell's  pickles  ?     A. 
Oh,  some  of  these  others.  Batty 's  and  other  importations. 

Q.  Canadian  pickles?    A.  There  are  some  few  Canadian    pickles.     I   haven't 
seen  any  of  any  account. 
By  Mr.  Boyle : 
Q.  It  would  be  impossible  for  Crosse  &  Blackwell  to  make  a  corner  on  their 
pickles  without  an  arrangement  with  the  other  manufacturers  ?     A,  You  don't  know 
them  if  you  take  that  view.     Crosse  &  Blaokwell  are  very  independent  people.     The 
pickles  are  there  and  they  are  wanted. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Their  sale  having  been  lessened,  they  came  out  to  see  what  was  the  matter  ? 
A.  These  pickles  used  to  cost  us  S.2.85  net,  and  they  were  retailed    around   the 
country  at  25  cents  a  bottle.     You   can   quite  understand  that  the  wholesale  men 
didn't  want  to  do  anythinff  in  that  class  ot  goods. 
By  Mr.  Wood  (Westmoreland)  : 
Q,  I  think  you  said  some  time  ago  you  believed  iu  perfect  freedom  in   trade 
among  the  wholesalers  and  retailers  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  if  I  understooi  you  right  in  the  case  of  the  sugar  refinery,  for  instance, 
you  took  the  ground  that  any  person  that  goes  there  with  the  money  has  a  right  to 
buy  at  the  same  price  as  any  in  the  trade  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  lay  down,  then,  as  a  principle,  that  a  sugar  refinery  or  any  person  in 
business  has  no  right  to  select  his  customers?  A.  He  has  a  perfect  right  to  select 
his  customers  as  far  as  the  question  of  getting  pay  for  his  goods  goes. 

Q,  Yes  as  these  customers  go  there  with  money,  with  cash,  he  has  no  right  to 
select  his  customers  ?  A.  I  think  there  is  a  great  difference  between  a  man  in 
private  business  and  a  general  Joint  Stock  Company  protected  by  the  G-overnment, 
I  think  that  we  should  have  free  trade  at  the  latter.  I  think  that  makes  a  great 
difference  with  these. 

Q.  You  think  a  private  individual  would  have   that   right   and    the   company 

would  not  have  it?     A.  I  think  so.     I  think  it  was  never  the  intention — if  I   may 

be  allowed  to  say  so — when  the  tariff  was  arranged  for  such  a  protection  as  it  is  now, 

that  they  were  going  to  take  the  merchants  of  Canada  by  the  throat  and   keep  them 

'  in  their  power. 
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Q.  They  cannot  advance  beyond  the  protection  given  them  ?  A.  Ob,  no.  There 
is  the  whole  secret.  We  don't  ask  to  buy  from  the  other  side.  I  think  the  tariff 
Bhould  be  reduced . 

Q    Then  you  would  import?     A.  Yes. 

Q,  Then  you  would  have  to  reduce  below  the  point  at  which  they  could  manu- 
facture it  ?  A.  I  think  not,  sir.  If  they  had'nt  too  much  protection,  we  would  not 
have  this  business.     They  have  too  much  protection  and  they  can  share  it, 

Q.  How  much  too  much  protection  have  they  ?    A.    Just  about  three-eighths  of 
J  per  cent.     If  that  J  of  a  cent  were  off  we  would  show  them  a  little  fun.     We  don't 
believe  in  throwing  our  money  away  however.     The  duty  on  sugar  now  is  about   62 
per  cent.,  as  near  as  I  can  figure  it,  but  that  is  a  pretty  good  duty  to  pay  on   sugar. 
That  is  not  refined  sugar  either. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q,  What  is  the  duty  on  refined  sugar  ?     A.   I  don't  know. 
The  Chairman — We  are  not  discussing  the  policy  of  the  Government  about 
putting  the  duty  on  raw  sugars. 
By  Mr.  Wood  : 
Q.  I  might  ask   this  question — I  don't  know  that  there  is  any  advantage  in  fol- 
lowing out  that  point  that  we  were  just  discussing,  but  that  the  same  remedy  would 
not  apply  to  these  other  combinations   that  you  speak  of,   would  it?     A.   They   are 
not  made  in  the  country,  many  of  them. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 
Q.  Matches  ?     A.    Matches  are  not  one  man's  goods.     If  you  don't  want  Eddy's 
matches,  you  can  buy  the  others. 

Q.  Sugars,  pickles  and  all  these  things  you  were  speaking  of  ?  A.  Pickles  are 
only  one  man's  goods. 

Q.  Would  you   remedy  the  grievances  you  complain  of  by  reducing  the  tariff? 
A.  The  grievances  in  this  case  are  different.     These  are  goods  manufactured  in  this 
country  and  refined  in  this  country. 
By  Mr.  Landry : 
Q.  The  remedy  don't  apply  ?    A.  I  might  bring  them  tinder  it ;  yes. 
Q.  Tou  suggest  the  reduction  of  the  duties  as  a  remedy  for  the  sugar  combina- 
tion, especially  ?     A.I  don't  know  that  it  is  my  place  to  suggest  any  such  thing. 

Q.  That  is  your  opinion  that  it  would  remedy  it  ?  A.  Yes,  if  you  increase  the 
standard  to  16. 

Q.  For  that  particularly,  but  not  for  the  others?  A.  Increase  the  standard 
from  the  standard  of  14  to  lb",  and  reduce  the  tariff  so  there  would  be  room  to  bring 
in  a  little  lot  once  in  a  while. 

Q.  That  would  not  be  the  general  remedy  to  break  the  combination  deal  ?  A. 
I  don't  think  so. 

Q.  It  would  simply  apply  to  this  particular  case  ?  A.  Yes . 
Q.  I  want  to  follow  out  that  idea  a  little  further  to  get  your  ideas  with  regard 
to  a  man's  right  or  privilege  to  choose  his  own  customers.  Suppose  this  case : 
Suppose  that  the  Montreal  Sugar  Eefinery,  for  instance,  or  the  Canada  Sugar  Eefinery, 
found  that  one  of  their  customers  who  was  paying  cash  for  sugar  was  selling  it  at 
cost  or  below  cost,  as  a  sacrifice  article,  an  advertising  medium,  or  something  of  that 
kind  for  his  business,  and  if  the  refinery  found  that  though  selling  for  cash  to  that 
particular  man,  they  were  losing  trade  in  other  quarters,  would  that  be  good  reason 
for  the  refinery  refusing  to  sell  him  ?  A.  As  to  whether  it  would  be  a  legal  reason 
^^  „^+  T  Ar,r,H  tnnw      1  think  it  would  be  a  eood  reason.     I  don't  think  that  is  the 


or  not,  I  don't  know.     1  think  it  would  be  a  good  reason. 

position  they  take  though.  .,.,,,  ^  i   j    *i,„+ 

Q    I  was  asking  whether  they  would  have  the  right  in  that  case  to  exclude  that 

man  from  their  list  of  customers  ?     A.  I  should  feel  inclined  to  do  it  myself. 

0     That  is  if  you  had  twenty  wholesale  customers  and  you  found   that   one   ot 

them  was  cutting  the  prices  and  through  that  you  were  losing  the  trade  of  some  of 

your  customers,  yoa  would  be  very  apt  to  cut  him  off,  even  if  he  did  pay  cash  {  A. 


Yes. 
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Q.  What  is  your  opinion  with  regard  to  the  principle  of  catting  prices?  Do 
yon  think  tne  public  (the  oonsamer),  in  the  long  ran,  gets  any  benefit  from  that? 
A.  WelJ,  It  i^  a  very  long  question  to  answer  that.  There  are  a  great  many  different 
circumsiunces.  A  man  that  pays  100  cents  on  the  dollar  and  cuts  prices,  it  is  cer- 
tainly  a  benefit  to  the  consumer. 

Q.  That  ie,  on  that  article,  but  that  man,  if  he  continues  to  do  business,  must 
make  that  good  on  something  else  ?  A.  Certainly  he  must  or  else  he  has  got  to 
compromise. 

Q.  So  that  really  the  consumer  might  get  the  temporary  advantage  in  one 
particular  instance,  but  on  the  whole  do  you  think  the  consumer  gets  any  advantage 
from  that  cutting  of  prices  ?  A.  i  don't  think  so.  And  I  would  like  to  add  to  that, 
that  it  is  not  at  all  my  view  of  doing  business,  cuttiug  prices  away  down.  I  believe 
in  a  legitimate  profit. 

By  Mr.  Fisher : 

Q.  One  man  might  be  willing  to  make  a  smaller  profit  than  another.  He  should 
have  the  right  to  do  so  if  he  chooses.  That  might  be  called  cutting  prices.  One 
man  might  sell  still  closer  than  another  man,  and  make  a  living  profit?  A.  Yes,  it 
is  quite  possible.  It  is  quite  possible  for  you  to  do  business  and  take  10  per  cent., 
and  1  might  make  money  out  of  the  same  business  and  do  it  at  7  per  cent. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Have  you  sold  sugar  at  cost  at  any  time  ?  A.  Yes,  when  the  market  went 
down. 

By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  Independent  of  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  market?     A.  No. 
By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmorelarid)  : 

Q.  If  a  certain  number  of  grocers  then  found  one  or  two  of  their  number  cutting 
prices  and  in  their  opinion  do  what  was  not  a  wholesome  and  legitimate  business,  do 
you  think  it  would  be  wrong  for  them  to  go  together  to  the  sugar  refiner  and  say  : 
"  We  will  take  your  whole  production,  provided  you  do  not  sell  to  these  other  men  ?  ' 
A.  Yes.     I  don't  think  that  this  affects  the  case. 

Q.  Would  you  consider  that  an  improper  thing  to  do?  A.  I  would  consider 
that  a  man  has  to  sell  out  all  he  has  got,  but  I  take  exception  to  that  in  this  case, 
because  the  sugar  is  for  sale  and  at  an  advanced  price  we  cannot  buy  it  at.  I  can 
send  to  the  refinery  day  after  day  and  they  sell,  but  the  prices  are  so  high  that  we 
cannot  buy  it.  That  is  a  different  thing  from  being  sold  out  of  goods  altogether. 
A  man  has  a  perfect  right  to  sell  out. 

Q.  Would  you  object  to  a  certain  number  of  grocers,  if  they  found  one  of  their 
number  cutting  prices  and  injuring  the  trade  in  their  opinion,  going  to  the  refinery 
and  saying :  "  We  will  take  all  your  sugar,  provided  you  won't  sell  any  man  outside 
except  at  a  certain  advance  ?"  A.  I  would  not  call  that  legitimate .  That  is  a  dif- 
ferent thing  from  selling  goods  out  altogether. 

Q.  These  wholesale  men  buy  the  whole  product  of  the  refinery,  don't  they  ?  A. 
I  don't  think  they  io.     They  buy  simply  what  they  need. 

Q.  Then  the  refinery  sells  to  men  outside  the  guild  ?  A.  Yes,  if  they  will  buy 
from  them.. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  that  they  do  ?    A.  I  think  they  can  buy  cheaper  from  the 
second  men.     1  don't  think  they  do.     I  know  that  I  can  buy    10   or    15   barrels   of 
sugar  by  getting  an  order  on  a  refinery  for  it.     The  price  of  sugar  is  fixed.     The 
wholesale  men  get  the  profit  and  they  never  see  the  sugar  at  all. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  There  are  a  number  of  men  on  that  list  who  are  mere  jobbers  of  that  kind, 
and  they  don't  handle  the  goods  at  all  ?     A.  The  guild  ? 

Q.  Yes?     A.  Oh,  yes,  I  suppose  the  most  of  them  keep  some  sugar  on  hand. 

Q.  I  presume,  a  good  many  just  do  a  jobbing  trade?  A.  Any  man  in  business 
would  rather  deal  that  way.  He  sells  his  sugar  and  gets  his  money,  and  he  goes  and 
j)ay8  for  it  in  14  days. 
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Q.  He  does  not  keep  a  stock  unless  he  thinks  sugar  will  advanco  ?  A.  1  don't 
ihiDk  they  get  any  advantage  now  in  buying  a  larger  lot.  The  prieo  is  there,  and 
you  can  take  what  you  want. 

Q.  That  is  not  in  accordance  with  Mr.  Sinclair's  evidence  taken  last  night  1 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  Mr.  Sinclair  said  they  would  sell  a  large  lot  ?     A.   I  do  not  know  as  to  the 
internal  arrangement  of  their  office. 
By  Mr.  Landry  : 

Q.  How  is  it  in  your  opinion  that  for  several  years  the  refiners  sank  so  much 
money.  I  understood  you  a  few  moments  ago  to  say  that  the  protection  enabled 
these  people  to  control  the  markets,  and  make  immense  profits,  bat  for  a  number  of 
years  they  did  not  make  these  profits  ?  A.  That  is  a  hard  question  for  me  to  answer, 
but  everybody  knows  that  the  raw  material  kept  going  down  until  there  was  no 
bottom  under  it, 

Q.  Then  the  protection  did  not  enable  them  to  manipulate  ?  A.  Any  man  who 
imported  sugar  lost  money.     I  lost  money  myself.     It  kept  going  down  and  down. 

Q.  The  fact  of  their  being  able  to  make  profits  is  not  entirely  the  eifect  of  pro- 
tection ?     A.  Not  entirely. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  Are  you  what  is  generally  known  as  a  free  trader  in  principle ;  do  you 
believe  in  any  extent  in  protection  to  raise  up  home  industry?  A.  I  do,  or  I  should 
not  have  signed  that  petition. 

Q.  You  said  you  thought  the  remedy  was  to  reduce  the  protection  on  sugar  ? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  protection  the  refiners  have  now  ?  A.  There  is  J  a  cent 
a  pound,  and  5  per  cent.     It  is  on  a  sliding  scale. 

Q.  The  refiners  have  to  pay  a  heavy  duty  on  raw  sugar?  A.  Yes,  for 
revenue  purposes. 

Q.  The  other  protection  consists  of  the  difference  between  raw  sugar  and  what 
you  would  have  to  pay  on  refined  sugar  if  imported  ?  A.  And  what  they  make  out 
of  it. 

Q.  I  am  told  the  average  is  about  2'60,  and  on  the  raw  l-ilO?  A.  I  cannot  say 
as  to  that.  I  know  I  made  up  the  duty  that  was  paid  on  some  raw  sugar  recently 
and  it  came  to  between  61  and  61^  per  cent. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  yellow  sugar?     A.  It  was  under  14  Dutch  standard.     It  was  a 
bright  sample,  and  they  had  hard  work  to  get  it  through. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  was  the  actual  duty  ?  A.  It  was  1  cent  a  pound  and  30  per  cent.,  and 
*li  per  cent  on  the  whole  duty. 

Q.  What  did  it  cost  you  in  New  York  in  bond  ?  A.  4-55  per  cwt.  I  am  only 
speaking  from  memory,  it  was  4'60  or  455  per  cwt. 

Q.  The  duty  would  be  2-73  ?  A.  Yes,  it  costs  nearly  the  same  as  granulated. 
It  is  a  stronger  sugar,  but  the  color  is  not  there,  and  people  will  not  have  it. 

By  Mr.  Fisher :  .    -kt      i.      u  • 

Q.  That  is  not  a  raw  sugar  such  as  refiners  would   import  ?     A.  No,  they  bring 

in  lower  priced  sugar, 

Q.  That  has  no  effect  on  the  duty  which  refiners  would  have  to  pay?  A.  No, 
not  at  all,  I  am  only  giving  these  figures  out  of  my  mind,  they  may  be  wrong,  but 
the  others  I  can  vouch  for. 

By  Mr.  McKay :  .   ,         .    ir     ^      ,  o 

Q.  What  would  be  the  price  of  English  or  Scotch  sugar  laid  down  in  Montreal  e 
A.  That  is  a  matter  of  figures.  Sugar  fluctuates  so  much  there,  it  is  up  and  down. 
I  do  not  think  it  can  be  imported  here.  ■         •  * 

Q.  It  could  not  to  compete  with  the  refiners  ;  but  do  you  know  the  prices  at 
Which  it  could  be  laid  down  ?  A.  It  is  costing  7t  to  7^  cents.  But  really  I  do  not 
know. 
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By  Mr.  G-illmor  : 
Q.  AH  sugar  manufacturers  hero  seem  agreed  as  to  how  much  they  shall  sell  at  f 
A.  Yes,  1\  cents  with  2J  per  cent,  discount. 
By  Mr.  Fcsher : 
Q.  It  would  range  about  |^  cent  higher  than   Canadian   sugars  ?     A.  Yes,  more. 
The  wholesale  man's  price  of  granulated  is  7  cents,  less   t^  per  cent,  discount.     I  do 
not  believe  but  that  any  sugar  that  is  being  brought  in  now  costs  more  than  that. 

Mr.  GuiLLET— Mr.  Drummond  said  last  night  that   the  import   price  would  be 
higher,  and  that  the  price  was  not  up  to  the  protection. 
By  Mr.  Fisher : 
Q.  He  said  he  regulated  his  prices  below  ?     A.  But  the  price   of  granulated  to- 
day is  not  as  high  as  it  was  a  month  ago.     It  was  7f  cents  for  the   retail  trade,  and 
now  it  is  Vl^  cents.     There  is  ^  a  cent  off.     I  am  not  a    sugar  man,    but  I  could  not 
see  the  cause  of  its  going  up  so  much,  nor  can  I  see  the  reason   for  its  coming  down. 
Q.  This  sugar  arrangement  could  not  be  kept  in   force  if  it   were  not   for  the 
agreement  of  the  refiners  ?    A.  Of  course  not. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (^Soulanges)  : 
Q.  Did  you  apply  to  other  refiners  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  they  would  not  sell  you  ?     A.  Only  on  the   same  terms.     They  are  all 
the  same.     I  have  it  from  the  agent  of  one  of  the  others.     I  accused  him  of  being  in 
a  combine,  but  he  said  :  "  It  is  no  combine."     I  said :  "  What  do  you  call  it  ?  "     He 
said  ;  "  We  agree  to  protect  the  guild." 
By  the  Ohairman  : 
Q.  Did  he  say  what  arrangement  they  had  for  making  the  prices  uniform  among 
the  refiners  ?     A,  That  is  their  own  business. 
Mr.  Guillet : 
Q.  It  appears  there  is  no  extension  of  this  guild  to  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brumswick, 
or  Bntish  Columbia  ?     A.  No, 

Q.  Is  it  confined  to  Ontario  and  Quebec?     A.  I  do  not  know. 
Q.  It  must  be  as  they  have   not   entered   into   this   combination?     A,  I  do  not 
really  know. 

Mr.   Guillet— So   that   men   down  in  New  Brunswick  and  Nova   Scotia  can 
sell,  while  Ontario  and  Quebec  are  keeping  up  the  prices. 
By  Mr.  Qillmor : 
Q.  Have  you  ever  made  any  application  to  the  refiners  of  Moncton  to  purchase 
sugar  ?    A.  I  have. 

Q.  Do  you  believe  they  are   a  party  to  this  arrangement  ?     A.  They   have  an 
agent  in  Montreal,  and  he  told  me  so  himself. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  Have  you  made  application  to  the  Nova  Scotia  refinery  yourself?     A.   Not 
personally. 

Q,  1  understood  you  to  say  that  in  biscuits  and  starch  they  exact  from  every 
body  an  agreement  not  to  sell  at  prices  lower  than  theirs  ?  A.  Not  the  biscuit 
makers,  only  the  starch. 

Q.  You  buy  from  the  biscuit  makers,  and  can  sell  at  any  price  you  like  ?  A. 
Any  price  we  like,  but  the  starch  men  ask  that  we  shall  not  sell  below  their  limit. 

Q.  In  regard  to  liquors  mentioned  a  few  minutes  ago,  I  think  I  understood  you 
to  say  that  in  Walker's  whiskey  there  was  an  arrangement,  Do  you  deal  in  liquors  ? 
A.  I  do. 

Q.  Do  you  buy  from  Walker  ?     A.  I  do  from  his  agent. 

Q.  Are  you  obliged  to  sign  an  agreement  that  you  will  not  sell  below  a  certain 
price?     A,  Yes,  only  in  case  lots.     We  can  sell  a  bottle  for  what  we  like. 

Q.  Then  Mr.  Walker  has  an  arrangement  with  wholesalers  respecting  the  price 
at  which  they  shall  sell  ?  A.  Yes,  because  you  are  obliged  to  sign  an  agreement 
before  you  can  get  the  goods. 

Q.  Does  he  regulate  the  prices  at  which  they  are  to  sell  ?  A.  Only  wholesale. 
If  we  come  in  amongst  the  wholesalers,  we  have  to  sign  their  agreement,  although 
■we  retailers  are  amongst  the  wholesale  trade  in  a  great  many  of  these  things. 
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Q.  Anybody  who  would  not  keep  to  that  agreemont  could  not  get  goods?     A. 
No,  he  cannot  get  bis  goods. 
By  Mr.  Landry  : 

Q.  Does  that  include  liquors  that  are  imported,  as  well  as  domestic  ?  A.  Gin  is  in 
combination. 

By  Mr.  Ftsher : 

Q.  Is  it  a  combination  of  importers?  A.  No,  of  the  guild  here.  They  import 
it  through  the  agent.     The  agent  acts  here  for  them  in  moHt  of  these  cases. 

Q.  Are  there  any  rival  agents  ?  A.  I  really  do  not  know.  There  in  only  one 
agent,  and  the  others  do  not  compete.  It  is  not  the  same  as  sugar.  Granulated 
sugar  has  the  same  quality,  no  matter  what  you  call  it.  De  Kuyper's  gin,  or  Van 
Houghton's  gin  all  stand  on  their  merits. 

Q.  All  those  in  the  same  trade  would  have  an  agreement  in  that  way.  What 
would  bu  the  good  of  one  or  more  people  combining?  A.  Nobody  can  get  the 
goods  unless  they  comply  with  the  terms.     They  trade  on  th'  ii'  reputation. 

Mr.  Fisher. — De  Kuyper's  gin  has  a  reputation,  and  the  man  who  wants  that 
will  not  take  any  other  ;  the  same  with  Walker's  whiskey. 


House  of  Commons,  Ottawa,  16th  March,  1888. 

The  Committee  on  alleged  Trade  Combinations  met  this  morning,  Mr.  Wallace 
in  the  Ohair, 

Walter  Paul,  retail  grocer,  Montreal,  sworn. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  are  in  the  retail  grocery  business  in  Montreal  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Have  you  any  particular  grievance  with  reference  to  this  sugar  combination  ? 
A.  I  think  I  have.  Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen,  I  am  what  I  consider  one  of  the 
largest  retail  grocers  in  Montreal.  I  handle  a  large  quantity  of  sugar,  being  an 
extensive  retailer,  and  have  been  a  regular  buyer  from  the  refiners  for  the  last  9  or 
10  years.  I  have  constantly  bougnt  my  sugae  from  the  refiners  and  got  it  at  the 
prices  at  which  the  refiners  were  selling  it.  I  may  here  state  that  I  was  one  of  those 
who  was  honored  by  being  put  on  the  list  of  sugar  buyers  of  the  combine,  and  there- 
fore my  rights  were  not  interfered  with  until  tine  month  of  December  last.  The 
combine  so  far  as  it  existed  did  not  affect  me  in  any  way  at  all  until  I  was  very  much 
surprised  when  going  to  make  a  purchase  at  the  Canada  Sugar  Rsfinery  in  the 
month  of  December,  that  the  price  of  sugar  was  so  much,  net  cash. 
By  Mr.  Landry  : 

Q.  By  whom  ?    A.   By  a  salesman  in  the  sugar  refinery.  I  had  always  believed 
that  the  terms  of  the  sugar  refinery  were  simply  as  to  quantity. 
By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  You  were  prepared  to  buy  sugar  the  same  as  usual  ?  A.  Yes,  and  I  asked 
the  reason  but  he  could  give  me  no  answer.  He  said  my  name  was  no  longer  on  the 
list  (Exhibit  1).  He  referred  to  our  good  friend  Mr.  Childe,  who  inhere  to-day.  I  went 
to  Mr.  Childs'  office  but  he  was  not  in,  I  then  went  to  the  office  ol  the  Secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  of  Montreal  whose  name  was  attached  to  the  prira  list  from  week 
to  week,  to  enquire  of  him  the  reason  why  my  name  had  been  struck  off  the  list. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  Who  was  the  Secretary  of  the   Board  of  Trade  ?    A.  Mr.  George  Hadrill.     I 
wrote  him  that  evening  the  following  letter :— (Exhibit  21  A). 

"Montreal,  23rd December,  1887. 
"  George  Hadrill,  Esq., 

"  Secretary  Montreal  Board  of  Trade. 

"  Dear  Sir,— I  was  very  much  surprised  to-day  when  calling  at  the  office  of  the 
Canada  Sugar  Eefinery  to  learn  that  my  name  was  no  longer  on  the  list  of  privileged 
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buyers  of  the  Grocers'  Association.    I  called  at  your  ofiSce  immediately  thereafter  to 
learn  the  reason  but  yoa  were  not  in.      Would  you  be  good  enough  (without  delay) 
to  inform  me  by  whose  authority  and  for  what    offence  I  am  subjected  to  such  treat- 
ment without  any  notification  whatever. 
Your  prompt  attention  will  oblige 

Yours  truly, 

WALTER  PAUL." 

I  received  from  Mr.  Hadrill  the  following  reply  : — (Exhibit  21  B). 

"  Montreal,  23rd  December,  1887. 
"Walter  Paul,  Esq.,  City: 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  yours  of  yesterday's  date  inquiring  the  reason  of  the 
erasure  of  your  name  from  the  list  of  signers  to  the  sugar  agreement,  permit  me  to 
aBsure  you  that  it  is  for  no  reason  particular  to  yourself,  but  simply  in  compliance 
with  the  terms  of  appended  resolution  of  the  Dominion  Wholesale  Grocers'  Guild 
which  orders  that  the  agreement  be  confined  to  strictly  wholesale  houses,  acting  un- 
der which  resolution  the  various  grocers'  associations  in  the  Dominion  have  re- 
moved the  names  of  all  retailers  from  the  sugar  agreement. 

lam,  dear  sir,  yours  truly 

GEORGE  BADRILL,  Secretary. 

He  sent  a  copy  of  the  resolution  which  is  as  follows : — (Exhibit  21  C). 

"  Resolution  r.dopted  at  a  meeting  of  Dominion  Wholesale  Grocers'  Guild  held  at 
Kingston  on  16th  November,  lt87." 

"  Resolved  that  the  sugar  combination  be  confined  to  strictly  wholesale  houses, 
and  that  local  guilds  be  requested  to  erase  from  membership  any  retail  house,  being 
understood  to  mean  any  houte  selling  direct  to  the  consumer  and  that  a  new  list  be 
cent  to  refiners  of  tbose  who  are  in  the  combination." 

I  quite  forget  now,  whether  I  had  any  occasion  to  buy  sugar  early  in  December 
or  not,  without  referring  to  my  books.  At  any  rate,  this  resolution  did  not  bear 
upon  me  until  about  that  date,  the  23rd  December. 

Q,  You  knew  that  your  name  was  on  the  privileged  list  before  ?     A.  I  did. 

Q.  How  did  you  get  it  there  ?  A.  I  was  Secretary  of  the  Retail  Grocers'  As- 
fiociation  and  they  came  several  times  after  me  to  get  my  name,  I  never  went  to  get 
my  name  on  the  list. 

Q.  They  came  to  you  and  you  consented  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  When  your  name  was  put  on  the  list  were  any  conditions  imposed  upon 
you?  A.  The  conditions  were  similar  to  those  bearing  upon  all  the  members,  but 
as  those  conditions  were  very  easy  I  had  no  hesitation  in  allowing  it  to  be  put  on 
the  list. 

Q.  Did  you  sign  the  agreement  ?  (Exhibits  4  and  22.)  A.  I  did  sign  the  agree- 
ment. 

Q.   The  sugar  agreement  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q,  Did  you  subscribe  to  the  Wholesale  Grocers'  Association  ?     A.  No,  I  am  not 
a  member  of  that  association. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Did  you  sign  that  agreement?  A.  Well,  I  could  not  say  what  agreement. 
Mr.  Lightbound  explained  the  agreement  to  me  and  said  that  the  reason  he  had 
got  my  came  was  because  he  had  understood  that  I  had  been  a  regular  buyer  from 
the  refiners  for  such  a  long  time  that  they  wished  my  name  to  be  put  on  as  one  of 
the  regular  customers. 

By  Mr.  Landry  : 

Q.  What  were  the  particular  advantages  that  you  received  ?  Do  you  remem- 
ber ?  A.  I  was  not  getting  any  more  advantages  than  I  had  been  getting  already, 
except  that  my  rights  were  not  to  be  interfered  with  and  I  was  permitted  to  buy  my 
sugar  just  as  usual . 
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By  Mr.  Guillet  : 
Q.  Bat  your  name  is  off  the   list   now?     A.  Yes.     The   loss   in    my   business 
resulting  from  this  sugar  agreement  will  be  nearly  $1,000  a  year,   besides   the   very 
unpleasant  thing  of  being  compelled  to  buy  sugar  where  I  do  not  want  to. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  WenUvorth)  : 
Q.  Did  they  send  to  you  or  notify  you  when  they  struck  your  name  off  the  list? 
A.  No. 

Q,  They  are  in  the  habit  of  notifying  parties  ?  A.  They  did  not  give  aoy  notice 
to  me,  at  any  rate.  One  of  the  members  of  the  Montreal  Guild  called  upon  me  and 
said  he  was  sorry  they  had  not  sent  me  a  notice.  Ho  said  that  they  had  taken  my 
name  off  the  list  because  it  was  very  well  understood  that  I  was  a  retailer.  I  replied 
that  it  was  so  understood  at  the  time  that  they  put  my  name  on  the  list;  I  was  no 
more  a  retailer  at  one  time  than  the  other. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 
Q  Do  you  know  whether  the  wholesalers  sell  direct  to  any  large  customers  or 
not?  A.  No,  I  cannot  say.  They  have  been  remonstrated  with  for  doing  so 
hitherto,  but  1  do  not  know  that  they  do  it  now. 

Q.  Do  they  not  supply  sugar  to  the  hotels,  for  instance?  A.  I  do  not  know, 
but  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  strictly  speaking  the  terms  of  this  resolution  are  not 
being  kept  by  members  Of  the  guild:  "  The  retail  houses  being  understood  to  mean 
any  house  selling  direct  to  ihe  consumer."  I  hold  that  the  Windsor  Hotel,  the  Grey 
Nunnery,  the  St.  Lawrence  Hall,  the  Turkish  Bath,  &c.,  and  every  place  in  fact 
where  a  large  number  of  boarders  are  kept,  are  consumers  in  the  strict  sense  of  the 
word. 

By  Mr.  Landry  : 
Q.  Are  they  on  the  guild  list  ?     A.  No.    I  think  proof  could  easily  be  got  that 
they  are  buying  direct  from  the  guild.     I  do  not  care  what  price  they  pay,  but  it 
interferes  with  my  business. 

Q.  Have  you  any  proof  that  any  of  these  buy  directly  from  the  guild  ?     A.  I 
say  that  these  wholesale  grocers  are  prohibited  from  selling  direct  to  any  consumer. 
By  Mr.  McKay  : 
Q,  But  do  they  sell  direct   to   these   hotels   and  other  large  consumers  ?     A.  I 
Jiave  reason  to  believe  that  they  do. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  they  do  ?     A,  That  could  be  easily  ascertained. 

By  Mr.  Quillet  ; 
Q.  Do  the  guild  sell  direct  to  those  who  want  sugar  for  refreshment  saloons  on 
the  railways  ?     A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q,  But  they  buy  largely  for  their  supply  between  Montreal  and  Toronto  do  they 
not  ?    A.  They  may,  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  How  about  the  steamboats  ?     A.  I  could  not  say. 

By  Mr.  McKay  : 
Q.  Do  you  know  that  they  are   doing  this  ?     A,  I  have  been  told  that  they  are. 
Q.  But  you  do  not  know,  it  is  only  hearsay  ?     A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Wood  (^Westmoreland)  :  .. 

0    Do  I  understand  that  you  object  to   the   wholesale  people  selling  airect  to 
the  class  of  people  that  you   refer  to?     A.  I  say  it   is  a  direct   violation   of  their 

own  resolution .  .  ,       ,       mi  ^i        ■       +!,„•„ 

Q.  Do  you   object    to   that  ?     A.  I   certainly   do.    They  are  not  keeping  their 

own  resolution . 

Bv  the  Chairman :  ,  .,      o     .    m^  tu„* 

Q  They  then  became  both  wholesalers  and  retailers?  A  They  may  say  that 
thev  sell  a  iaree  Quantity  but  I  have  no  objection  to  have  the  sale  established  on  the 
aStitv  basis  I  quite  Lree  that  the  retailer  should  be  able  to  purchase  sugar 
toectfom  the  rSs'pfovided  that  he  can  buy  a  certain  quantity  at  a  time.  I 
hold  thatThe  refiners  should  be  allowed  to  say  that,  "  we  will  sell  to  any  party  pro- 
ved that  Se  wm  LLbo  many  barrels,"  but  I  do  object  to  be  prohibited  from  buy- 
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ing  sugar  from    the   refiners,   no  matter   what   quantity   I   may  wish  to  purchase- 
simply  becau-e  I  am  a  retailer. 

By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmor eland)  ; 

Q.  Do  you  approve  of  the  establishment  of  the  general  principle  of  dividing 
trade  between  the  wholesale  class  and  the  retail  class  ?  A.  I  am  strongly  in  favor 
of  freedom  of  business,  of  the  survival  of  the  fittest. 

Q.  Is  it  your  grievance  that  you  complain  of,  that  the  arrangement  exists  be- 
tween the  wholesale  grocers  and  the  refiners,  the  arrangement  which  exists  at  the 
present  time?     A.  I  do  not  quite  understand  that  question. 

Q.  Do  you  complain  of  the  terms  of  this  arrangement  or  do  you  think  that  no 
arrangement  should  esist  ?     A.    I  think  that  no  arrangement  should  exist. 

Q.  No  arrangement?    A.  None  at  all,  unless  on  a  quantity  basis. 

Q.  You  would  approve  then  of  a  quantity  basis  ?  A.  Tes,  but  not  one  being 
called  a  wholesaler  and  another  a  retailer.  I  make  bold  to  say  that  I  handle  more 
sugar  myself  as  a  retailer  than  a  number  of  the  so-called  wholesalers. 

Q.  Then  do  you  approve  of  grocers  making  an  arrangement  to  govern  their  own 
business?  A.  I  cannot  say  that  I  do.  I  do  not  believe  in  combinations  or  agreements 
of  any  kind.  Of  course,  I  am  speaking  from  the  refiner's  standpoint.  If  the  wholsale' 
grocers  choose  to  say  to  the  refiners  "  you  are  not  to  sell  to  the  retail  grocers,"  I 
think  it  is  quite  right  that  the  wholesale  grocers  should  be  protected  by  all  manufac- 
turers, but  I  think  at  the  same  time,  that  the  manufacturers  should  say  to  them  that 
"  we  will  not  sell  to  the  retail  grocers  unless  they  take  a  certain  quantity,"  not 
because  that  the  one  is  a  wholesaler  and  the  other  a  retailer,  but  because  you  can 
take  a  sufficient  quantity  at  one  time. 

Q.  You  approve  of  an  arrangement  of  that  kind  existing?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  assented  to  an  arrangement  of  that  kind  when  you  first  joined  the 
guild  ?  A.  Although  I  signed  the  agreement,  it  was  simply  because  it  did  not 
interfere  with  my  right  and  did  not  stop  my  buying  sugar  from  the  refiners.  I  have 
been  taunted  that  I  was  on  the  guild  list.  There  is  not  a  man  in  the  guild  or  not  in 
the  guild,  in  Montreal,  that  I  suppose  ever  approved  of  it  on  principle.  For  my 
own  part,  I  never  approved  of  it. 

Q.  That  arrangement  did  not  interfere  with  your  business,  as  I  understand  it?  ' 
A.  No,  not  while  I  was  allowed  to  buy  from  the  refiners.     While  my  name  was  on 
the  list  I  was  placed  just  where  I  had  always  been. 

Q.  But  the  present  arrangement  is  a  loss  to  you  personally  ?  A.  Yes  I  con- 
sider that  it  is  a  loss  to  me  of  nearly  81,000  a  year,  besides  being  obliged  to  buy  sugar 
whether  I  like  it  or  not. 

Q.  The  loss  does  not  come  out  of  the  consumer,  but  out  of  you  ?     A.  Out  of  me. 

Q.  It  does  not  afi'ect  the  general  consumer  7     A.  Not  so  much. 
By  Mr.  McKay ; 

Q.  You  do  not  object  to  the  principle  of  a  large  buyer  getting  a  more  favorable 
rate  than  a  small  buyer?     A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  think  that  if  a  man  can  buy  a  large  quantity  at  one  time,  he  should  get 
the  advantage  of  a  cheaper  rate  ?     A.  Yes;  I  do. 

Q.  And  a  man  who  only  buys  a  small  quantity  should  pay  more?    A.  Yes.    If 
he  cannot  buy  a  large  quantity,  the  same  as  his  neighbor,  he  should  pay  more.    This  " 
has    the   effect  of  preventing   unwholesome  competition  in  the  way  of  little  corner 
groceries. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  are  not  prevented  from  buying|sugar  at  the  refinery.  A.  No  •  but  I  am 
prevented  from  buying  sugar  on  the  privileged  terms.  ' 

Q.  On  the  privileged  terms  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  are  the  terms?  A.  Those  inside  get  2J  per  cent,  discount,  while 
those  outside  pay  one-quarter  of  a  cent  or  one-eighth  of  a  cent,  I  think  it  is  now, 
more  and  are  allowed  no  discount. 

Q.   Those  are  the  better  terms  ?    A.  Those  are  the  better  terms. 
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Q.  You  say  that  makes  a  difference  to  you  of  $1,000  a  year.  What  quantity  of 
sugar  do  you  sell  in  a  year?  A.  My  books  will  show.  I  know  that  my  disoounta 
are  about  $70  to  $80  per  month,  that  is,  on  the  basis  of  the  difference  of  one-eighth 
•of  a  cent.  I  think  my  book-keeper  told  me  about  $^00.  With  a  difference  of  one- 
quarter  of  a  cent,  it  would  amount  to  over  $1,000  a  year. 
By  Mr.  Landry  : 

Q.  flow  many  barrels  of  sugar  would  that  mean  ?  A.  We  get  through  pretty 
nearly  100  barrels  a  month. 

Q.  That  would  be  about  1,200  barrels  a  year?  A.  My  consumption  of  sugar  is 
■very  largely  granulated. 

Q.  There  is  upwards  of  80  cents  per  barrel  of  a  difference  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (Soulanges)  : 

Q.  Were  you  not  one  of  a  depatation  that  called  on  the  wholesale  grocers  and 
asked  them  to  come  to  some  arrangement?  A.  When  I  was  a  member  of  the  retail 
association  I  was  asked  to  give  a  sort  of  weight  to  a  deputation  which  waited  on  the 
wholesale  grocers.  The  Eetail  Grocers'  Association  of  Montreal  made  complaint 
•that  wholesale  people  were  selling  caddies  of  tea 

The  Chairman. — Please  answer  the  question. 

Witness. — I  was  one  of  a  deputation. 
Mr.  McKay  : 

Q.  That  objected   to  wholesale    merchants  selling  to   customers  which  I  believe 
they  were  in  the  habit  of  doing?     A.  Yes,  they  did.     1,  individually,  did  not  ob- 
ject but  was  asked  to  form  one  of  a  deputation  that  waited  on  them. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  have  to  pay  a  higher  price  for  your  sugar  now,  have  you  not?  A.  I 
have  to  pay  the  same  price  as  anyone  else  outside  of  the  guild. 

Q.  At  a  higher  price  than  the  privileged  class  ?  A.  "Xes  ,•  three-eighths  of  a  cent 
higher. 

Q.  Do  you  sell  at  the  same  price  or  do  you  advance  the  price  ?  A.I  sell  at  the 
same  price. 

Q.  That  $1,000  comes  out  cf  you  individually  does  it?  A.  Yes;  out  of  me 
individually . 

Q.  Do  your  castomers  lose  anything  on  this?  A.  The  price  of  sugar  is  cut  so 
much  tbat  the  castomers  do  not  lose  very  much. 

Q.  But  the  loss  is  divided  between  you  and  the  customers  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  part  and  the  customers  the  other  part  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  But  do  you  think  that  it  does  either  you  or  the  customers  any  good  to  have 
this  combination  in  existence  ?     A.  Oh,  no  ;  it  does  harm  to  us  both  . 

Q.  It  does  harm  to  them  ?     A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Landry  :  o     a    mu 

Q.  Who  profits  by  the  agreement,  wholesale  dealers  or  the  refiners  7  A.  The 
wholesale  dealers  profit  by  it.  I  cannot  say  that  the  refiners  make  anything  out  of 
it  at  all.  I  consider  it  a  very  great  mistake  that  the  refiners  entered  into  such  an 
agreement  with  the  wholesalers  at  all. 

Q.  You  named  a  lot  of  people,  a  while  ago,  you  thought  should  ha  included  in 
this  resolution  as  parties  who  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  bay  ?  A.  1  mean  to  say 
that  these  institutions  were  still  buying  from  the  wholesale  houses,  and  the  whole- 
salers were  not  following  the  terms  of  this  agreement. 

Q.  Don't  you  think  that,  reading  this  strictly,  the  names  should  be  erased  from 
the  membership,  that  is  of  the  men  m  the  wholesale  business  selling  direct  to 
consumers  ?     A.  I  consider  that  the  Grey  Nunnery  in  Montreal  are  not  retailers. 

By  Mr.  Fisher :  ,  .     ^-^  ,-  n- 

0    You  complain  that  wholesalers  who  sell  to  these   institutions  are  selling 

to  the  consumers  ?     A.  Yes.     They  should  follow  the  terms  of  the  resolution 

Q   I  wish  to  ask  one  or  two  questions.    1  understood  you   to    say  that  you  had 

paid  the  refiners  a  higher  price  than  those  within  the  guild  t     A.   les. 
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Q.  Are  you  aware  tliat  when  you  were  in  the  guild  the  price  at  which  you  sold 
was  limited  by  the  agreement  (Exhibit  4)— wh«n  you  signed  that  sugar  agreement 
you  were  bound  as  to  the  prices  at  which  you  should  sell  ?  A.  Yes,  1  was  bound  to 
the  prices  in  this  resolution,    but  it  was  very  easily  cut  by  the  retailers. 

Q.  That  part  didn't  interfere  ?  A.  I  had  no  difficulty  as  far  as  signing  that 
agreement  goew.  I  didn't  care  to  sell  sugar  by  the  pound  at  a  lower  price  than  the 
guild  would  sell  15  barrels. 

Q.  Tour  being  within  the  agreement  didn't  make  any  difference  as  to  the  price 
at  which  your  customers  got  their  sugar  ?    A.  No,  unless  they  took  it  by  the  barrel, 

Q.  If  you  did  that  you  did  live  up  to  that  agreement?  A,  I  was  obliged  to  be 
careful  not  to  sell  a  barrel  of  sugar  cheaper  than  the  agreement. 

Q.  Or  higher?  A.  I  didn't  understand  anything  of  the  kind,  the  charge  could 
be  as  high  as  you  like.  I  thought  it  was  a  strange  thing  that  I  should  have  been 
cut  off  ihat  list  without  any  notice.  I  understood  that  anyone  out  off  the  guild  had 
to  be  given  two  months'  notice,  but  I  was  cut  off  without  two  minutes'  notice. 

Q.  That  guild  is  practically  an  arbitrary  association, — they  decide  who  shall 
get  certain  privileges  and  who  shall  not  ?     A.   They  dictate  to  the  refiners. 

Q  Suppose  the  refiners  were  to  refuse  to  agree  to  that,  where  would  the  harm 
come  to  the  refiners  you  speak  of?  A.  If  they  refuse  to  agree  to  the  guild's  terms, 
I  do  not  see  that  any  possible  harm  could  come  to  the  refiners.  The  refiners  can  sell 
their  sugar,  it  is  simply  a  question  of  .distribution.  The  whole  guild  could  not  be 
kept  together  unless  the  refiners  were  a  party  to  it. 

Q.  The  refiners  have  it  in  their  power  at  any  time  to  break  up  that  guild  ?  Aj 
They  can  break  up  that  guild  to-morrow  morning  by  saying,  "  we  will  sell  to  whom 
we  like." 

Q.  Can  you  give  me  any  reason  why  these  refiners  keep  in  that  guild?  A,  I 
don't  think  thut  they  have  any  profit.     I  cannot. 

The  Chaikman.  We  have  been  asking  that  of  others,  but  they  could  not  possibly 
have  any  knowledge  of  it. 

Mr.  FisHfSR.  He  applied  to  the  refinery  to  give  him  sugar  on  the  same  terms  he 
got  it  at  when  he  was  in  the  guild,  and  it  was  refused  to  him. 

Q.  The  reason  given  to  you  that  you  could  not  get  that  sugar  was  that  you  ar& 
no  longer  on  the  list  ?     A.   Yes. 

Q.  The  price  lists  that  were  supplied  were  signed  by  Mr,  Hadrill,  Secretary  of- 
the  Board  of  Trade  in  Montreal,  Did  he  sign  this  officially  as  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Trade.    A.    The  wholesale  grocers'  offioe  was  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  there  is  any  connection  between  the  wholesale  grocers 
and  the  Board  of  Trade  of  Montreal  ?    A.  They  are  affiliated. 

Q.  The   Secretary  of  the  Board  of   Trade   is  also  Secretary  of  the   Wholesale 
Grocers'  Association  ?     A.  I  don't  think   he  is.    He  does  not  say  so  in  his   circular, 
it  is  sent  from  the  offices  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
By  Mr.  Bain  {Soulanges)  : 

Q.  What  profit  do  yon  consider  the  wholesale  grocers  make  off   the  retailers  on 
white  and  yellow  sugars?     A.  I  have   no  knowledge.     1  know  there  is  a  profit  cer- 
tainly of  one-quarter  of  a  cent  clear  to  them.     What  extra  profit  they  clear  I  have 
no  means  of  knowing  and  have  no  right  to  inquire. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  There  is  a  difi'erence  in  the  discount  ?     A.  Yes  ;  they  get  2J  and  give  IJ. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Weniworth)  : 

Q.  Are  ycu  a  member  of  the  Betail  Association  or  Guild  ?  A.  No,  I  was,  but 
am  not  now. 

By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  Are  you  obliged  to  get  your  sugar  from  one  refinery?  A.  There  is  only 
one  refinery  there  now. 

Q.  Did  you  see  whether  you  could  get  it  any  lower  at  Moncton  ?  A.  I  enquired 
of  the  agent  at  Montreal,  and  the  prices  were  the  same.  Of  course  you  cannot  buy 
anything  less  than  a  carload.     The  fact  is,  that  early  in  the  season  when  one  of   our 


BUQAR  AND    GROCERIES.  8T 


refineries  was  destroyed  by  fire  you  were  obliged  to  take  from  the  Canada  Sugar 
Refinery  Company  wbat  sugar  you  could  get.  Tbey  were  glad  just  to  give  every 
). erson  only  as  much  sugar  as  would  keep  him  going. 

Q.   What  quantity  makes  up  a  carload  ?     A.  1  think  about  80  barrels. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q,  You  think  ii  a  grievance  that  the  wholesale  trade  shall  sell  direct  to  any  con- 
sumer ?  A,  I  think  it  is  not  fair,  but  I  have  no  personal  complaint.  I  know  my 
customers  have  told  me  that  they  could  get  their  tea  wholesale,  and  I  have  told  them 
that  I  could  sell  it  to  them  as  cbeap  as  they  could  get  it  wholesale.  One  likes  to  be 
above  complaining  of  the  way  any  other  one  does  tiis  business.  A  large  number  of 
retailers  however  have  complained. 

Q.  Tou  think  it  wrong  that  the  wholesale  trade  should  sell  lo  large  consumers? 
A.  In  ordinary  business  I  do  not  think  so,     I  would  not. 

Q.  Why  should  not  the  wholesale  ansociation  have  the  same  privilege  of  selling 
to  large  consumers  that  the   refiners   had   of   selling   to  large  retailers  ?     A.  They 
should  not  do  a  thing  and  then  say  I  must  not  do  it. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  That  is  a  dispute  between  tbe  grocers'  guild  and  the  retailers'  with  which 
the  committee  has  nothing  to  do.  He  claims  they  have  excluded  him  and  left  in 
persons  who  are  doing  the  same  thing?  A.  I  think  that  resolution  is  framed  in 
such  a  way  as  not  to  show  ils  true  meaning.  They  are  violating  it  and  do  not  know 
it.  Hotels  are  consumers,  just  as  much  so  as  a  wife  and  family. 
By  Mr.  Wood: 

Q.  But  I  understand  that  you  are  not  a  member  of  the  Retail  Grocers'  Association  ? 
A.  I  was,  but  I  am  not  now.  I  could  not  attend  their  meetings  and  have  not 
been  there  for  some  time. 

Q.  Did  you  join  voluntarily  ?  A.  I  did  not  see  what  good  they  dene,  and  my 
time  was  so  precious  I  could  not  attend  any  of  their  meetings. 

Q.  I  have  been  requested  to  ask  you  whether  you  were  one  of  a  deputation  who 
went  to  the  Wholesale  Grocers'  Guild  and  protested  against  them  ?  A.  I  was  there, 
as  I  answered  to  another  gentleman.  I  was  asked  to  go  but  it  was  not  at  my  own 
suggestion. 

Q,  Of  course  you  considered  you  have  no  more  right  to  make  any  suggestion  to 
regulate  their  trade  than  you  say  they  have  to  regulate  yours  ?  A.  1  do  not  think 
I  have. 

By  Mr.  McKay  : 

Q.  Tou  spoke  about  the  difficulty  in  getting  sugar  at  the  time  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence refinery  fire.  Do  you  know  it  to  be  a  fact,  that  there  was  a  difficulty  in  the 
refinery  supplying  sugar  ?  A.I  knew  that  the  refinery  was  doing  its  best  to  fill  all 
orders.  I  was  never  refused  sugar,  but  I  want  to  say  that  if  a  man  had  wanted  100 
barrels  and  a  stipulation  had  been  made  that  he  would  not  tal^e  any  less  than  100 
barrels,  it  would  have  been    impossible  for  the  Canada   Sugar  fiofincry  Company  to 

have  filled  his  order,  ■  t  ■  j.     u  ^  t 

Q,  What  is  your  complaint  in  that  connection  ?  A.  I  have  no  complaint ;  but  i 
said  we  were  all  obliged  to  buy  from  one  refinery,  and  we  had  to  boar  with  it. 

Q.  They  supplied  you  with  all  you  wanted?  A.  Yes;  but  sup)  osing  the  quan- 
tity had  been  50  barrels,  and  that  no  one  would  have  been  allowed  to  take  less,  ha 
could  not  have  got  50  barrels.  ,      ,,    . 

Q.  That  is  your  own  trouble  then?  A.  No.  I  say  the  refiners  should  be 
allowed  to  sell  to  ar.ybody  they  think  fit,  but  I  do  not  think  they  have  the  right  to 
have  a  list  handed  to  them  by  the  Wholesale  Grocers'  Guild  who  say  to  them,  you 
must  sell  to  these  men  on  special  terms  ;"  particularly,  as  I  am  told  that  this  resoia- 
tion  did  not  emanate  from  Montreal  but  came  from  Ontario,  from  Toronto,  and  it 
was  very  natural  for  me  to  object  to  members  of  the  Toronto  Guild  putting  their 
loot  on  my  neck. 
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George  Cuilds  sworn. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q,.  What  is  your  name  ?     A.  George  Childs. 

Q.  Eesidence  ?     A.  Montreal. 

Q.  Occupation?     A.  Grocer. 

(I.  Are  you  a  membar  of  the  Wlioleiale  Grocers' Association  of  Montreal?  A. 
I  am,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  made  an  arrangement  with  the  sugar  refiners  as  to  the  sale  of 
sugar?  A.  Mr.  Chairman,  if  yon  allow  me  to  say  this:  Byway  of  preface,  there 
are  several  members  ot  the  guild  here,  and  I  have  been  asked  to  make  a  general 
statement,  and  1  think  it  would  save  time  if  you  would  hear  my  statement  and  what 
they  would  say  would  be  but  a  repetition  of  what  I  would  say,  and  I  wish  to  lay  the 
whole  circumstances  and  facts.  I  think  you  could  got  at  the  facts  quicker  in  this 
than  by  examining  a  dozen  witnesses.  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  be  present  this 
morning  for  this  reason  :  I  think  no  question  of  commerce  has  been  so  disgraced  or 
80  unfairly  treated  in  the  papers  as  this  in  reference  to  the  sugar  question,  and  when 
the  question  came  up  that  this  Committee  had  been  appointed  I  thought  that  is  the 
proper  thing  to  do.  Get  all  the  facts  on  both  sides  and  if  the  guild  are  engaged  in 
any  illegal  act,  why,  we  should  like  to  know  it.  Our  object  was  to  protect  ourselves 
against  losses.     Wo  are  charged  with  being  a  secret  society. 

Q  I  think  that  is  pretty  wide  of  the  object  for  which  this  Committee  has  been 
called  ?  A.  As  a  matter  of  fact  we  have  been  charged  with  being  robbers,  highway 
ones,  pickpockets  and  blackmailers  and  other  complimentary  names;  but  I  may  say 
without  any  reference  to  the  guild  itself  that  up  to  about  1883  the  wholesale  grocery 
business  had  really  become  demoralized  by  the  cutting  of  prices. 

Q.  Are  you  referring  to  Montreal  ?  A.  lam  referring  to  Montreal  and  the 
who  e  Province  of  Ontario. 

Q  Do  you  know  of  any  wholesale  grocer  in  Toronto  who  became  bankrupt  in  all 
those  years  ?     A.  1  am  not  prepared  to  say. 

Q.  Could  you  name  one.  Yon  say  the  whole  busine'-s  was  demoralized,  now 
could  you  name  one  in  Toronto  ?  A.  I  cannot,  but  in  a  general  way  business  had 
become  demoralized  and  unprofitable.  Therefore  we  organized  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  ourselves  ;  if  I  am  allowed  to  read  the  preamble  of  our  Guild  constitution 
it  will  perhaps  explain.  The  preamble  is  this  "The  necessity  for  oo  ope  ratio  i  and 
the  benefits  of  reciprocal  exchange  of  opinion,"  &c.     (Exhibit  7.) 

Q.  1  must  proiefct  againbt  the  general  organization  of  the  Wholesale  Grocers' 
Association  being  gone  into;  we  are  not  enquiring  into  that  at  all.  It  is  simply  the 
sugar  agreement  ?     A.  The  public  and  the  papers  have. 

Q.  JSot  the  formation  of  the  Wholesale  Grocers'  Association  for  legitimate  pur- 
poses. It  is  that  they  have  gone  beyond  that,  and  this  sugar  agreement  embodies  the 
particulars  of  the  charge  that  has  been  made.  We  are  not  enquiring  as  to  the  forma- 
tion of  an  association  for  legitimate  purposes. 

Mr,  Wo  'D  (Westmoreland). — I  think  we  ought  to  have  some  knowledge  of  what 
the  character  ot  the  association  is. 

The  Chaibman, — Let  him  put  in  the  constitution 

Mr,  McKay. —  We  had  some  witnesses  before  this  Committee  who  came  to  oppose 
the  so-called  combine  betweon  the  wholesale  grocers  and  refiners.  They  were  not 
checked  in  any  way  They  stood  there  and  went  on  with  their  evidence  until  they 
were  through  and  uo  objections  were  made.  1  think  this  Committee  was  formed  for 
getting  evidence  on  both  sides. 

The  Chairman. — This  is  no  evidence. 

Mr.  McKat. — I  think  we  should  treat  both  sides  fairly.  I  have  listened  to  the 
statements  on  the  other  side  and  am  prepared  to  sit  here  and  listen  to  the  other  also. 

The  Chairman. — You  seem  to  have  forgotten  the  unanimous  decision  of  this 
Committee  to-day.  We  are  confining  ourselves  strictly  to  the  question.  Mr.  Childs 
has  gone  beyond,  in  his  statements,  any  gentlemen  who  has  been  before  the  Com- 
mittee.    He  is  going  into  a  general  dissertation  of  the  Grocers'  Association. 
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Mr.  Childs. — I  think  I  am  the  first  who  has  appeared  before  you  from  the 
Wholesale  Grocers'  Association. 

The  Chairman. — Mr.  Childs  will  confine  himself  as  much  as  possible  to  the  ques- 
tion that  is  up. 

Mr.  Childs.  — We  merely  claim  in  justice  that  our  case  may  be  placed  fairly 
before  you,  and  if  you  will  allow  me  to  proceed  you  will  get  through  quicker. 

As  regards  the  arrangement,  I  may  say  that  the  organization  was  not  for  the 
purpose  of  advancing  the  prices,  but  regulating  thom.  For  instance,  the  trade  had 
got  into  the  way  of  selling  goods  at  30  days,  3  per  cent.  off.  Then  this  three  per 
cent,  off  sometimes  amounted  to  as  much  as  the  profit  and  generally  made  the  trade 
unprofitable.  There  was  need  of  this  arrangement  in  the  interett  of  the  contumer. 
The  result  has  been  that  it  has  established  a  better  feeling  and  everything  has  beea 
working  more  in  harmony  since  the  petty  jealousies  existing  have  been  largely 
removed,  a  much  more  harmonious  feeling  has  prevailed,  the  trade  is  now  better,and 
in  fact,  we  now  aim  to  conduct  the  business  on  business  principles.  Business  was 
not  conducted  on  business  principles  before.  Lightbound,  who  was  really  the  prime 
mover  in  this  agitation  against  the  sugar  agreement,  was  one  of  the  prime  movers 
in  the  formation  of  this  guild.  I  was  going  to  say,  sir,  I  did  not  wish  to  use  names, 
but  inasmuch  as  Lightbound  has  made  charges  against  the  sugar  arrangement,  I 
think  it  is  but  fair  that  I  should  notice  him  here.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  association.  In  i act  he  was  our  most  active  member  of  the  organization.  In 
looking  over  the  minutes,  I  find  he  moved  more  minutes,  and  entered  more  largely 
into  the  discussion  of  the  affairs  of  the  association  than  any  other  member  ;  I  find  oa 
referring  to  the  minutes  of  17th  December,  1883,  that  Mr.  Lightbound  moved  that 
it  is  desirable  to  form  an  association,  on  the  preamble  submitted  of  which  I  have 
read  a  portion.  On  7th  January,  18B4,  the  preamble,  constitution  and  resolutions 
(Exhibit  7)  were  adopted,  one  or  two  of  which  have  been  given  to  show  that  the 
society  was  a  secret  one.  In  fact,  that  resolution  is  a  dead  letter.  It  has  never  been 
acted  upon  nor  has  a  single  member  of  the  association  ever  been  expelled  lor  any 
cause  whatever,  no  such  case  has  ever  come  up  before  the  assoeiation.  Mr.  Light- 
bound  moved — 

The  Chairman — He  is  not  on  trial  here  to-day. 

Witness — He  is  attacking  things  in  the  newspapers.  I  notice  that  some  of  the 
gentlemen  who  came  here  claimed  the  right  of  British  subjects,  i  am  a  British 
subject.  Lightbound  was  appointed  one  of  a  committee  that  called  upon  the  whole- 
sale jobbers  and  urged  them  to  join  the  association.  On  September  3Uth,  he  was 
appointed  one  of  a  committee  to  wait  on  the  tobacco  manufacturers  asking  them  to 
fix  prices.  Hewas  asked  if  he  objected  to  the  tobacco  combination  and  he  said 
"yes."  He  had  agreed  to  these  terms.  Lightbound  was  appointed  oa&  of  a  com- 
mittee to  fix  the  selling  price.  On  14th  February,  at  a  meeting,  Lightbound 
refused  to  enter  into  the  sugar  agreement  west  of  Montreal.  Mr.  Lightbound  was 
quite  willing  to  enter  into  the  sugar  agreemsnt  so  far  as  Montreal  i^jast  and  Mont- 
real South  were  concerted,  but  he  would  not  agree  to  the  west  becauhe  he  stated  he 
wo  aid  suffer. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  What  time  was  that  ?  A.  On  14th  March,  1885,  no,  that  was  4th  February, 
1885.  On  I6th  March,  Lightbound  moved  that  the  tobacco  men  be  again  approached, 
asking  them  to  fix  the  price  at  which  wholesale  dealers  should  sell  tobaccos.  On 
20th  April  1885  asked  and  moved  that  the  agent  of  Crosse &BlackweU  be  approached 
to  fix  a  price  on'their  goods.  On  the  7th  he  moved  that  the  committee  request  the 
grocers  of  Kingston  to  form  a  local  guild  and  enter  into  the  tobacco  combination. 
Lightbound  withdrew  irom  the  association  in  18fc6,  not  that  he  objected  to  anything 
in  the  combination  or  any  of  its  rules,  but  for  personal  reasons,  not  referring  to 
business  but  for  personal  reasons  which,  ot  course,  it  would  not  be  proper  to  intro- 
duce her  ,.  Mr.  Lightbound  signed  the  tobacco  agreement  in  IfS^' J^^^^,  JJf  ,^* 
threeccLtsa  pound  advance  for  the  Province  of  Quebec.  O^^th  May  1884,  he 
signed  the  tobacco  agreement  at  4  cents  advance  for  all  points  east  of  Toronto. 
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By.  Mr  GfuUlet: 

Q,  What  was  the  first  advance  ?  A.  Three  cents.  On  the  22nd  November,. 
1885,  Mr.  Lightboond  was  a  delegate  from  the  Montreal  guild — in  Ontario  it  is 
called  the  association,  and  in  Montreal,  it  is  called  the  guild.  These  are  the  names 
but  the  organizaf  ions  are  the  same.  We  are  all  one  body,  and  united ;  I  wish  to  lay 
this  statement  before  you.  We  do  not  wish  to  conceal  anything,  but  give  you  the 
whole  facts  and  evidence.  Mr.  Lightbound  was  a  delegate  from  Montreal  at  the 
pnnual  meeting  in  Toronto,  on  23nd  November,  1885.  At  that  meeting  Lightbound 
Keconded  a  motion  asking  Mr.  McLaren  to  fix  tne  selling  price  on  the  Cook's  Friend 
baking  powder.  I  notice  in  his  examination  Mr.  Lightbound  says  he  was  forced 
into  it.  M.r.  Lightbound  was  the  first  member  of  the  association  who  moved  a  reso- 
lution asking  Mr.  McLaren  to  fix  the  price. 
By  Mr,  Fisher  : 

Q.  Do  you  mean  the  price  at  which  he  should  sell  to  members  of  the  guild,  or 
the  price  at  which  he  should  sell  to  retailers  ?  A.  1  mean  the  price  at  which  we  are 
bound  to  sell  to  the  retailer.  At  the  same  meeting  in  Toronto  Lightbound  moved  a 
resolution  appointing  a  committee  to  wait  on  the  Edwardsburg  Starch  Company, 
asking  them  to  fix  a  price  on  their  manufactures  in  the  same  way.  Now,  this  is  all 
I  have  10  say  as  far  as  the  guild  is  concerned. 
By  Mr.  Fisher: 

Q.  I  suppose  these  resolutions  in  regard  to  this  were  not   the  only  ones   Light- 
bound  moved  there,  but  other  ones  similar   were   moved?     There  were  other   ones 
bearing  in  the  t.ame  direction ?     A.  Yes,  in  the  same  direction  but  I  thought  they 
would  be  the  most  interesting. 
By  Mr.  Landry  : 

Q.  Can  you  give  us  a  list  of  articles  or  goods  for  which  you  have  regulated 
the  prices  by  resolutioDB  in  jour  guild?  A.  I  may  say,  sir,  that  in  reference  to 
sugar  and  tobacco,  they  are  the  only  two  articles. 

Q.  I  thought  there  were  resolutions  about  other  things  ?  A.  No,  the  manu- 
facturers fixed  the  prices. 

Q.  I  mean  the  prices  you  should  sell  groceries  to  your  customers  ?     A.  Matches, 
pickles,  bakiug  powder  and  starch  (an  English  starch);  there  is  no  combination   on 
Canadian  starch  that  I  am  aware  of. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  Eice?    A.  No,  not  on  rice. 
By  Mr  McKay. ■ 

f,i.  There  is  no  COO] bination  fixing  the  price  on   Edwardsburg  starch  ?     A.  No> 
sir,  they  never  succeeded. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

y.  What  is  the  advance  on  the  price  of  tobacco?     A.  Pour  cents. 

Q.  Started  at  three  cents?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Four  suits  better?     A.  I  can  explain  the  way  it  suits  better. 

Q.  Nevermind?     A.  I  would  rather  that  the  advance  of  three  cents  was  put  upon 
tobacco.    The  duty  was  12  cents  a  pound.   That  duty  was  placed  at  20  cents  a  pound. 
By  Mr.  Landry : 

Q.  Could  you  give  us  a  list  of  the  articles  or  goods  that  the  guild  or  guilds  have 
regulated  the  prices  for  their  customers  ?     A.   There  are  very  fuw,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  give  it  ?  A.  All  that  I  know  of  is  tobacco,  Cook's  Friend  baking 
powder  and  sugar  ;  they  are  the  only  articles  that  the  guild  fixes  the  prices  of;  that 
is,  really,  tobacco  and  sugar,  they  are  the  only  two. 

Q.  Tou  say  these  are  the  only  two  that  you  have  fixed  the  prices  of  to  your 
customer-?    A.  Ob,  no. 

Q.  Was  the  purport  of  that  resolution  that  was  moved  as  to  the  sale  of  baking 
powders,  was'nt  that  to  fix  the  price  between  yourselves  and  your  customers?  A. 
The  object  was  to  fix  ihe  prices  that  we  might  obtain  a  profit. 

Q.  Was'nt  that  to  fix  the  prices  for  your  customers?    A.  Yee. 
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Q.  Then  there  is  the  article  of  baking  powder  as  well  as  the  two  yuu  have 
named  ?     A.  Well  you  see  the  manufacturer — 

Q.  I  am  speaking  of  yourselves  as  a  guild,  I  would  like  to  know  the  articles  on 
which  you  have  ftxed  the  prices  between  yourselves  and  your  customers.  If  I 
understand  it,  on  these  two  articles  you  fixed  the  prices  yourselves,  on  your  cus- 
tomers ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  These  prices  were  fixed,  based  upon  the  prices  that  you  would  receive  from 
the  manufacturers,  yourselves?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  are  at  liberty  when  you  ascertained  the  current  price  from  the  refiners 
to  fix  whatever  price  you  liked  to  sell  to  customers?     A.  Yes. 

Q.   Eegarding  the  sugar  refiner  and  the  manufacturer  of  tobacco  when  you  ob- 
tained the  price  at  which  you  could  get  it  from  tbeso  people,  did'ntyoufix  your  own 
profits  that  you    should    make  in   selling  to  customers?     A.  The  arrangement  we 
made  was  that  we  were  to  sell  at  one  quarter  advance  or  4  cents. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  WentwortK)  : 

Q.   If  Mr.  Childs  would  kindly  continue  those  resolutions  down  through  the  last 
12  months,  as  thej^e  have  all  been  moved  2  years  ago  and  backward. 
By  Mr,  Landry : 

Q.  This  state  of  facts  seems  to  exist,  that  refiners  are  to  sell  to  members  of  the 
guild  at  certain  price  ?  A.  We  are  privileged  to  sell  to  members  of  the  guild  at 
any  price  we  please. 

Q.  It  is  not  established  to  my  satisfaction,  whether  this  is  by  an  understanding 
between  the  guild  and  xhe  manufacturers,  baped  on  the  profits  of  the  manufacturers 
or  not.  Some  witnesses  think  the  manufacturers  make  no  profit,  but  as  I  uoderstand 
it,  when  you  have  ascertained  the  prices  from  the  refiners,  then  you,  as  a  guild,  fix 
the  prices  at  which  sugar  is  to  be  sold  to  your  customers  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  See  this  :  "  The  scale  of  prices  is  to  be  based  on  the  prices  of  refiners  in 
Montreal?"  A.  That  is  the  selling  prices  based  on  the  prices  of  refiners  to  certain 
members. 

Q.  When  you  have  ascertained  what  the  prices  are  on  the  part  of  the  refiners, 
then  you  make  the  prices  for  your  customers?  A.  We  make  a  certain  advance  on 
thereftrers'  prices,  and  when  they  decline  we  make  a  reduction. 

Q.  You  are  confined  by  an  understanding  between  yourselves  and  the  refiners 
to  a  certain  standard?     A.   Yes. 

Q.  What  is  that  standard  ?     A.  If  you  will  allow  me  to  go  on  further;  I  want 
to  defend  our  position  as  a  guild  first. 
By  Mr.  GttiUet  . 

Q.  Does  that  same  rule  apply  to  the  products  of  the  tobacco  manufacturers  7 
Are  J  on  at  liberty  to  place  a  profit  on  them  or  is  it  by  an  arrangement  with  the 
manufacturers  that  your  profits  are  regulated  ?  A.  The  guild  fixes  an  advance  of  4 
cents. 

Q.  There  is  no  arrangement  with  the  manufacturer  in  that  case?  A.  There  is 
no  positive  arrangement.  There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  correspondence,  but  the 
manufacturer  has  never  committed  himself  as  to  whether  he  would  or  not. 

Q.  You  sometimes  sell  tobacco  in  bond  ?     A.  Yes,   sometimes. 

Q.  Is  the  advance  4  cents  per  pound  then  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Does  that  not  affect  the  amount  of  capital  invested  ?     A.    When  I  say  we 
sell  in  bond,  I  do  not  remember  ever  having  sold  any  in    bond,  but   the   question  of 
selling  in  bond  has  been  introduced  here.     The  prices  here  of  an  advance  of   4   cents 
is  based  on  the  duty.     In  bond  then  it  would  be  different. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  You  say  an  attempt  was  made  to  fix  prices?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  On  what  articles?  Was  there  anything  besides  Bdwardsburgh  Starch  I  A. 
The  matter  came  up  for  discussion  on  a  suggestion  by  Mr.  Lightbound,  but  the  mem- 
bers did  not  agree  to  it.     I  do  not  know  of  anything  else  but  starch. 

Q.  Were  the  manufacturers  approached  with  a  view  of  effectmg  an  arrange- 
ment of  this  sort  ?     A.  Yes. 
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Q    What  manufacturers  ?     A.   Well,  we  approached  the  Bdwardsburgh  and  we 
appi\jaobod  the  Hamilton,  that  is  The  British    American  Company.     The  only  diflS- 
cnlty  about  arriving   at  an  arrangement   was  that  one    manufacturer  was  willing  to 
fix  prices,  but  the  other  was  not. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  ISTjw,  what  is  your  statement?.  A.  It  is  well  known  that  sugar  is  a  weak 
spot  in  the  grocery  trade.  For  years  the  cutting  has  been  such  that  it  has  under- 
mined the  capital  of  those  engaged  in  the  business.  Up  to  the  early  part  of  1887, 
the  losses  from  competition  were  so  great  that  most  of  the  wholesale  trade  would 
have  been  quite  willing  to  have  given  up  the  article  of  sugar.  I  may  say  that  the 
question  of  a  profit  on  granulated  sugar  was  discussed  for  several  years  but  nothing 
satisfactory  could  be  arrived  at.  There  seem  to  be  localities  where  some  would  have 
advantages  over  others.  The  matter  was  discussed  in  Toronto  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Dominion  Guild,  and  the  conclusion  was  come  to  sell  like  this.  The 
loss  on  sugar  and  especially  on  granulated  sugar,  because  there  is  more  of  it 
Tised  than  other  grades,  was  so  great  that  it  would  be  better  for  the  wholesale  trade 
to  abandon  the  sale  of  sugar,  as  under  the  present  tariff  they  were  placed  in  such  a 
position  that  they  could  not  import  any.  They  were  merely  acting  as  brokers  for 
the  manulacturers  without  getting  any  commission  and  guaranteeing  all  bad  debts. 
I  may  say  here  if  the  refiners  have  to  take  the  distribution  of  their  own  sugars  into 
their  own  hands  they  would  be  obliged  to  advance  the  price.  They  could  not  possi- 
bly sell  them  at  present  figures.  It  costs  the  merchant  to  distribute  his  sugar 
throughout  the  country  2J  to  3  per  cent.  The  refiner  in  sending  out  his  agent  to 
sell  to  the  retailers  could  not  do  it  in  my  opinion  less  than  5  per  cent,  and  this  5 
per  cent,  that  grocers  are  said  to  be  getting  now  would  have  to  be  added  to  the 
refiners'  prices.  I  think  the  trade  is  so  linked  together  that  the  wholesale  grocers 
are  the  natural  distributors  of  the  sugar  as  they  sell  it  with  other  goods.  We  there- 
fore camo  to  the  conclusion  to  offer  to  the  manufacturers  that  they  should  supply 
the  retail  trade;  in  fact  we  called  a  meeting  in  Montreal  at  which  representatives  of 
the  three  refineries  were  present  and  said  you  can  take  the  trade. 

Q.  When  was  that  ?  A.  On  the  20th  of  April,  1837.  The  refiners  objected 
and  said  they  did  not  like  to  do  so.  We  said  if  you  cannot  do  that  the  next  thing  is 
to  disoriminate  one  quarter  of  a  cant  between  tha  wholesale  and  the  small  buyer,  or 
those  who  were  not  in  the  wholes  ile  guild.  This  quarter  of  a  cent  was  only  on 
granulated  sugar.  We  did  not  ask  any  advance  on  yellow.  Now  there  are  2 
barrels  of  yellow  sold  for  one  of  granulated,  so  that  it  was  like  a  quarter  of  a  cent 
advance  on  one  barrel  ouc  of  three. 
By  Mr.  F.sher : 

Q.  Before  that  you  had  no  arrangement  with  the  refiners  as  to  the  prices  to  be 
sold  at?     A.  Previous  to  that  sugar  bought   at  6  cents  was  sold  5-90  or  5-95  or  at 
any  prices  they  liked  ;  but  it  is  evident  that   if  sugar   was   being  sold  at  a  loss  the 
price  had  to  be  made  up  in  some  other  way. 
By  Mr.  Bam  (Wentworth)  : 

Q.  In  saying  you  bought  at  H  cents  was  that  at  a  discount  off  ?  A.  That  would 
be  with  the  discount  off,  but  when  sold  at  6  cents  to  the  consumer  it  was  sold  at  60 
days.  I  may  say  that  the  difficulty  in  the  city  was  that  if  a  retailer  bought  sugar 
fi-om  the  refinery  he  would  be  obliged  to  carry  it  from  his  store,  as  it  is  now  we  pay 
7  cents  from  the  refinery  to  the  wholesale  house  and  five  cents  to  the  railway.  That 
makes  l:i  cents.  The  cartage  comes  out  of  our  profits. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Who  pays  the  cartage  outward?     A.  The  railroads. 

Q.  Toen  the  one  who  received  it  paid  the  cartage  ?     A,  Yes;  of  course.  I  mean 
in  the  city  it  costs  12  cents. 
By  Mr.  Landry : 

Q.  That  is  single  barrels  ?  A.  It  would  cost  the  same  for  five  barrels.  It  would 
cost  twenty  cents  for  a  single  barrel.  For  instance  when  we  draw  a  lot  of  five 
barrels  it  would  be  35  cents   for  the  lot.     In   the   meantime,  sometime  in  August,  I 
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think,  a  large  quantity  of  sugar   being  brought  in,  it  interfered   with   the   arrange- 
ment with  the  refiners. 

Q.  Imported  sugar?  A.  Yes;  and  was  being  sold;  and  I  may  say  that  the 
gentleman  who  undertook  to  undersell  those  in  the  sugar  agreement,  was  very  cau- 
tious. They  usually  would  sell  at  2|  cents  per  100  lbs.  less.  I  know,  in  our  own 
case,  we  sold  a  small  quantity  to  a  gentleman,  and  he  immediately  came  back  and 
cancelled  it,  because  one  of  these  parties  had  sold  him  at  2 J  cents  per  It  0  lbs.  less. 
I  was  unavoidably  out  of  the  city  when  the  meeting  was  held  with  the  refiners  in 
December ;  but  an  arrangement  was  made  that  sugar  should  be  supplied  to  those  not 
in  the  combination  and  pay  one-eighth  of  a  cent  per  lb,  more  than  those  who  were  in  it. 
Q.  Were  all  the  refiners  represented  ?  A.  All  but  the  St.  Lawrence,  which  is  not 
working.  Not  having  any  sugar  to  supply,  nor  expecting  to  have  for  some  time 
they  did  not  feel  disposed  to  go.     They  were  in  the  arrangement  previously. 

Q,  The  Maritime  Province  refiners  were  represented?  A.  Yes  sir.  I  may 
say  that  all  along  it  seems  to  have  been  taken  for  granted  that  the  grocers  were  the 
only  ones  in  this  sugar  agreement,  but  it  is  not  so.  There  are  quite  a  number  who 
are  not  grocers  who  are  in  this  agreement.  For  instance  the  wholesale  confectioners 
who  use  sugar  in  their  manufactories,  they  are  also  on  the  same  terms  as  the 
wholesale  grocers. 

By  Mr.   Guillet  : 
Q.  Are  their  names  on  that   list?     A.   Yes,  and  I  may  say  further   that  some 
grocery  firms  who  do  not  sell  sugar  at  all  for  the  simple  reason  that  it  is  an  unprofit- 
able business.  To  show  how  it  works,  a" gentleman  who  was  connected  with  one  of  our 
largest  grocery  firms  in  Montreal  retired  from  business  sometime  ago,  and  he  stated 
recently  that  the  year  he  left   business  he  had  sold   $150,000  worth  of  sugar   and  he 
made  the   calculation   that  he  lost  on  that   $5,000.     That  was  of   course   the  loss  of 
distributing,  and  interest  one  way  and  another. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Had  sugar  gone  down  in  price  ?   A.  No ;  but  simply  that  they  had  sold  sugar 
at  such  a  low   price  that  it  did  not  pay  the  cost  of  distributing  and   other   costs  con- 
nected with  the  establishment. 
By  Mr.  Quillet : 
Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  sugar  had  not  been  declining?     A.   No. 

By  the  Chairman  .• 
Q.  What  year  was  that  in  ?  A.  Two  or  three  years  ago.  But  there  has  been 
such  wild  and  exaggerated  statements  published  in  the  newspapers  that  the  grocers 
have  been  making  one  £nd  two  per  cent,  that  the  majority  of  consumers  imagine  that 
they  are  all  coining  money.  I  may  say  that  quite  recently  a  lady  at  an  evening 
meeting  with  her  friend  declared  that  during  the  past  month  her  expenses  had 
increased  $8.50,  and  she  said  she  was  sure  it  was  all  owing  to  the  sugar  combine. 
The  gentleman  who  told  the  story  is  not  a  grocer  himself,  but  he  said  that  struck 
him  as  rather  an  extraordinary  thing,  and  he  asked  the  lady  how  much  sugar  she 
had  used  in  the  month.  She  said  they  had  been  making  preserves,  and  she  thought 
they  had  used  about  ^0  pounds,  and  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  extra  cost  to 
her  had  been  more  like  80  cents  than  $8.50.  I  think  some  consumers  do  not  appear 
to  have  any  appreciation  or  idea  of  it  at  all.  Now,  I  notice  that  Mr.  Matthewson,  a 
gentleman  for  whom  I  have  a  very  great  esteem,  and  one  whom  I  would  not  like  to 
say  anything  against,  a  gentleman  who  is  full  of  good  works,  and  who  would  not 
state  anything  that  he  did  not  believe  to  be  true.  But  Mr.  Matthewson  stated  that 
sugars  were  never  higher  nor  the  quality  never  poorer  than  at  the  present  time. 
Well,  I  have  got  a  statement  to  show  that  sugar  has  been  as  high  as  10  cents  per 
pound.  ,     ,  ._  r 

Q.  Mr.  Matthewson  did  not  make  that  statement?  A.  I  took  the  evidence  from 
the  papers.  Well,  sir,  I  wish  also  to  say  this :  Mr.  Lightbound  makes  this  state- 
ment, that  he  had  no  objection  to  the  guild  or  any  combination  of  merchanis  making 
an  arrangement  for  themselves.  But  Mr.  Lightbound  knows  very  well  that  it  you 
have  100  merchants,  and  95  or  96  are  in  the  combine,  and  3  or  4  remain    outside  ot 


94  GEORGE   OHIL»S. 


such  combination,  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  cai-ry  it  on,  as  those  3  or  4  who  remain 
outside  will  issue  circulars  all  over  the  country  and  endeavor  to  get  the  sympathy 
of  the  public  and  take  away  their  trade.  Yon  may  say  in  answer  to  that,  that  if  the 
gale  of  sugar  is  not  profitable  why  not  let  them  have  it.  We  would  be  willing  to  let 
them  hav  e  it,  but  the  trouble  is  that  we  could  not  do  our  business  without  the  sugar. 
If  they  could  take  the  sugar  and  allow  us  the  other  business  we  would  let  them  do 
so,  but  we  cannot  do  it.  I  have,  gentlemen,  in  conclusion,  to  say  that  I  think  the 
present  arrangement  is  the  best  in  ihe  interests  of  the  refiner  and  of  the  grocer.  It 
establishes  a  sugar  business  and  it  is  on  a  fair  and  equitable  ba-iis  for  all  concerned, 
and  I  do  not  thick  that  if  the  refiners  had  to  distribute  the  sugar  themselves  that 
they  would  like  it  any  better. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  WentwortK)  : 

Q.  What  is  the  present  arrangement?  A.  The  advance  to  those  not  on  the 
sugar  list  is  one  eighth  for  granulated  and  they  also  lose  the  two  and  a-half  per  cent, 
discount  which  is  given  to  members  of  the  guild. 

Q.    Does  that  apply  to  all  grades  ?     A.   Yes. 

Q    To  whites  and  yellows  ?    A.  The  previous  arrangement  only  referred  to  the 
granulated,  but  I  think  the  arrangement  refers  to  both  now. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Those  outside  the  guild  lose  the  two  and  a-half  per  cent,   discount  and  pay 
one-eighth  of  a  cent  per  pound  more  than  those  in  the  guild  ?     A.   Yes. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentwo7-th) : 

Q.  There  was  a  statement  made  here  that  the  final  arrangement  with  the  com- 
bine was  that  in  addition  to  the  restrictions  as  to  price  that  the  guild  had  required 
that  the  refiners  were  not  to  sell  granulated  except  by  requiring  the  parties  pur- 
chasing to  take  two  barrels  of  yello  n  to  one  of  granulated,  provided  he  was  not  a 
member  of  the  guild?  A.  That  was  discussed  freely  at  the  meeting  of  the  guild, 
and  after  the  meeting  broke  up  I  was  under  the  impression  that  such  was  the 
arrangement,  but  I  have  understood  since  that  it  was  not  enforced . 

Q.  Not  iormally  placed  on  the  books  ?  A.I  may  say  that  there  is  no  record  on 
the  books  in  writing  between  the  sugar  refiners  and  the  guild .  It  is  merely  a  ver- 
bal arrangement. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  was  the  advance  charged  to  those  outside  the  guild  ?  A,  A  quarter 
of  a  cent  per  pound  on  15  barrels  and  three-eighths  of  a  cent  on  less  than  15  barrels. 

Q.  What  other  advantage  have  you  ?  Have  you  any  other  advantage  ?  A.  I 
do  not  think  so. 

Q.  How  much  discount  do  you  get  ?    A.  Two  and  one   half  per  cent,  discount. 

Q.  And  how  much  do  you  give?     A.  One  and  one  half  per  cent. 

Q,  The  same  date,  60  days  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  call  that  no  advantage ?  A.  I  do  not  think  so.  12  cents  on  the 
barrel  and  the  other  expenses  which  absorb  the  diiference  of  one  per  cent. 

Q.  Two  and  one  half  per  cent,  you  get  and  one  and  one  half  per  cent,  you  give  ? 
A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Guillet ; 

Q.  Do  yon  not  frequently  leave  the  sugar  you  purchase  stored  at  the  refinery 
and  order  it  shipped  from  there  ?  A.  We  have  not  done  so,  but  I  understand  some 
do. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Who  pays  the  freight  on  sugars  sent  outside   of  the   city?     A.  The   Grand 
Trunk  included  their  bill  of  lading  to  the  place  which  it  is  going  to. 
By  Mr.  McKay  : 

Q.  To  all  places  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Is  there  no  place  in  the  west  at  which  it  is  allowed  to  pay  the  freight  to 
their  customers  ?  A.  Yes,  at  competing  points.  I  may  say,  gentlemen,  that  the 
•whole  sugar  arrangement  has  been  fixed  so  as  to  be  equitable  to  all  parts  of  the 
country.     Montreal  cannot  sell  at  a  less  price  than  Toronto.     I  think  that  the  great 
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prejudice  that  has  arisen  in  the  public  mind  in  reference  to  this  combination  has 
been  largely  connected  with  the  sugar  trust  in  New  York.  I  regard  that  trust  as  a 
dangerous  combine  which  regulates  not  only  the  quantity  manul'actured,  but  also 
regulates  the  prices  at  which  it  shall  be  purchased.  There  is  no  relation  whatever 
between  our  arrangement  and  the  American  trust  as  there  is  thotight  to  be.  Ours 
is  simply  an  arrangement  whereby  the  groeers  are  protected  to  the  extent  of  J  of  a 
cent,  and  if  the  grocers  dropped  the  distribution  of  the  sugar,  the  refiners  would 
have  to  raise  their  prices . 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Perhaps  somebody  else  would  go  in  and  distribute  it  for  them?  Have  you 
made  any  bargain  with  the  refiners  in  this  arrangement,  or  what  is  the  bargain  you 
have  made  with  the  refiners,  if  you  have  made  any  ?     A.  Of  what  nature  ? 

Q  Have  you  made  any  contract  with  the  refiners  by  which  they  are  to  assist  you 
in  getting  your  profit?     A.  The  only  arrangement  is  the  one  I  have  mentioned. 

Q.  They  agree  to  sell  only  to  these  persons  on  your  list.  That  is  the  first 
agreement?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  They  agree  further  that  to  all  those  outside  of  the  list  there  shall  be  an  ad- 
vance of  one-eighth  of  a  cent  per  pound  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Have  you  a  separate  understanding  with  each  refinery,  or  is  there  somebody 
representing  all  the  refiners  with  whom  you  made  this  agreement?  A.  They  re- 
presented all  the  refiners  in  making  this  agreement 

Q    Have  you  made  a  separate  arrangement  with  each  refiner  ?     A.  No. 
Q.  Well  is  there  someone  representing  someone  individually  or  did  they  all  come 
together?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  met  your  guild  ?     A.  They  met  a  deputation  of  the   guild  ? 
Q.  Was  there  any  written  agreement  ?     A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Just  a  verbal  understanding  with  the  refiners?  A.  Yes.  In  reference  to 
the  retailers  on  the  sugar  list  I  may  say  there  are  several  names  on  it  here  in  the 
retail  trade.  For  instance  Mr.  Paul's  name  was  on  it.  He  was  asked,  I  do  not  know 
why,  but  someone  asked  him  to  put  it  in.  His  name  was  the  only  one  out  of  the 
retail  trade  that  was  on  the  list,  and  some  of  the  others  in  the  retail  trade  felt  that 
they  were  not  fairly  treated.  They  claimed  that  either  they  should  be  placed  on  the 
same  footing  to  buy  as  the  wholesale  dealers,  or  else  that  those  in  the  retail  business 
should  be  removed  from  the  list.  A  special  objection  was  made  by  the  trade  to  Mr. 
Paul's  name  being  on  the  list.  They  argued  that  while  we  kept  Mr.  Paul's  name  on  the 
list  we  were  doing  them  an  injustice,  and  a  deputation  from  the  Retail  Grocers'  Asso- 
ciation waited  upon  us,  saying  that  they  understood  that  some  of  the  members  in  the 
wholesale  guild  had  been  in  the  habit  of  selling  to  consumers.  Further  than  that  they 
brought  a  document  around  for  us  to  sign,  and  stated  that  the  wholesale  grocers  who 
would  not  sign  would  be  boycotted  if  they  did  not  agree  to  it.  That  was  rather  an 
undignified  way  to  be  approached,  but  in  discussing  the  matter  in  the  guild  we  said 
that  Is  a  matter  of  justice  to  the  retail  trade,  the  wholesale  trade  should  not  sell  direct 
to  the  consumers,  and  that  the  retailers  had  just  cause  of  complaint  against  having 
any  members  of  their  organization  on  the  sugar  combine,  as  it  is  called  and  after 
discussing  the  matter  at  Kingston  we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  better 
to  separate  the  wholesale  from  the  retail  trade.  I  think  the  retail  trade  are  satisfied 
with  the  present  arrangement,  because  they  all  get  their  sugar  at  the  same  price. 

By  Mr.  Fisher :  ,,  ,.      ^  ^    , 

O  It  has  been  complained  that  the  wholesale  grocers  sell  direct  to  large  con- 
sumers, such  as  the  Windsor  Hotel,  the  St,  Lawrence  Hall  the  Hotel  Dieu  and 
others.  Are  you  aware  whether  that  is  the  case  or  not  ?  A.  I  may  say  first  ot  all, 
that  I  advocated  strongly  in  the  guild,  that  as  a  matter  of  justice  to  the  retai  trade 
•we  should  not  do  so,  I  myself  have  refused  to  sell  even  to  my  own  brother-in-law. 

§■  SrS  tZ  TJiZS^^^L  ot  ■  the'part  of  the  guild  ?  A.  There  has 
beent  ^v  dencrof  such  a  thing  bfing  done,  as  fa'r  as  I  know  of.  The  other  mem- 
■bers  of  the  guild  have  assured  me  that  they  do  not  sell  to  consumers  direct. 
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(i>.  How  does  the  association  make  out  the  list  which  they  supply  to  the  re- 
finers? A.  A  good  rule  has  been  adopted,  and  that  is,  that  all  who  shall  sign  the 
agreemect  and  who  are  doing  simply  a  wholesale  business,  if  a  firm  comes  forward 
who  are  simply  doing  a  wholesale  business  we  admit  them  at  once. 

Q.  Is  there  no  other  condition  except  that  they  are  doing  a  wholesale  trade? 
A.  Yes  ;  that  they  will  not  sell  at  less  than  ^  of  a  cent  advance. 

Q.  Your  guild  maintains  an  absolute  control  over  the  list,  and  say  what  names 
shall  go  on  ihe  li&t  and  what  names  shall  not  go  on  the  list?     A.  We  do. 

Q.  You  supply  that  list  regularly  to  the  refiners  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  From  whom  you  buy?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  consider  that  according  to  your  agreement  the  refiners  are  only  to 
sell  to  those  whose  names  are  on  the  list  ?     A.  We  do. 

Q.  Have  the  refiners  no  voice  in  the  question  of  who  shall  be  upon  that  list,  and 
who  shall  not?  Do  you  not  recognize  any  suggestions  on  the  part  of  the  refiners  at 
all  ?  A.  Well,  vthile  we  have  had  the  control,  some  of  the  names  have  been  put  on 
at  the  suggestion  of  the  refiners.  The  refiners  might  say  that  some  merchants  were 
old  customers  of  theirs,  and  they  would  therefore  like  to  have  their  names  on  the 
list,  and  we  put  those  names  on  at  their  desire. 

Q.  You  do  it  out  of  deference  to  the  refiners?  A.  Yes,  the  sugar  agreement  ia 
entirely  outi-ide  of  the  guild.  Some  gentlemen  who  are  in  the  sugar  agreement  are 
not  in  the  guild  at  all. 

Q.  But  they  are  on  the  list?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  refiners  then  have  a  voice  in  the  names  that  are  on  the  list?  A.  Cer- 
tainly. If  the  refiners  say  that  they  had  a  good  customer  we  would  be  obliged  to 
put  the  name  on  at  once.     We  have  no  arbitrary  control  as  to  that. 

Q  You  do  not  absolutely  control  the  list  then  ?  A.  No,  but  if  a  retailer,  we 
shoul'l  ask  it  to  be  removed.     It  is  merely  a  verbal  understanding. 

(i.  It  is  a  mere  verbal  understanding  which  the  refiners  are  at  liberty  to  break 
at  any  time  to  the  wholesale  grocers  ?     A.  That  I  am  not  certain. 

Q.  The  only  combination  you  are  aware  of,  is,  that  every  man  buying  on  that 
list  shall  only  sell  at  the  advance  agreed  upon  ?  A.  That  is  the  only  combination, 
sir. 

By  Mr.  Quillet : 

Q.  You  were  present  at  this  meeting  at  which  there  was  a  discussion  as  to  the 
propriety  of  insisting  upon  the  sale  of  i  barrels  of  yellow  sugar  to  one  of  white  to 
members  outside  the  combination  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  understood  that  that  was  agreed  upon  ?  A.  Oh,  yes  ;  I  might  say  that 
the  meeting  really  broke  up  without  doing  anything.  That  was  a  meeting  of  the 
guild  and  the  refiners. 

By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Was  Drummond  present  at  that  meeting  ?    A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Quillet  : 

Q.  You  weie  in  the  habit  of  doing  these  things  by  resolution  ?  A.  No  I  made 
inquiries  since  and  I  found  that  that  was  never  put  in  force. 

Q.  We  were  informed  by  one  witness  that  Drammondhad  these  terms  demanded 
of  him  ?    A.  Not  as  far  as  I  know. 
By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  Who  proposed  this  arrangement  between  the  refiners  and  the  wholesalers? 
A.  The  wholesalers  proposed  it. 

Q.  Was  it  very  long  before  it  was  accepted  by  the  refiners?     A.  Yes. 

y.  How  long,  some  years  ?  A.  I  could  rot  say  from  memory,  alter  a  couple  of 
years,  I  suppose. 

Q.  Three  or  four  years,  or   two  or  three  years  ?    A.  Perhaps   a  couple  of  years. 

Q.  You  had  been  urging  this  on  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  They  had  refused  ?    A.  They  had  refused. 

Q.  Up  to  this  time,  up  to  last  April  ?     A.  Yes,  up  to  last  April. 

Q.  They  had  refused  to  give  in  ?    A.  They  had  refused. 
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Q.  Have  you  induced  them  to  give  in  ?  Have  they  consented  ?  A.  They  said 
they  had  looked  the  matter  over  and  had  gone  into  it  and  it  was  an  inju-jtioe  to  the 
trade  that  such  arrangement  should  be  made. 

Q.  What  arguments  did  you  adduce  in  addition  to  that  you  have  already  stated  ? 
A.  None. 

Q.   Did  you  say   it  would  be   necessary  to  go  out  of  the   sugar  business.     A.  I 
think  that  I  have  already   ment  oned  that   at  the  meeting  at   the  Windsor  Hotel  we 
made  that  proposal  that  they  might  take  the  distribution  of  it  into  their  own  hands. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 
Q.  That  settled  the  matter  ?     A.  Yes. 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  You  gave  them  to  understand  that  your   decision  was  that  they  might  take 
the  distribution  of  sugar  into  their  own  hands  ?   A.  We  were  quite  willing  that  they 
should  do  so. 

Q.  That  is  taking  them  by  the  throat,  saying  that  they  have  to  sell  their  own 
sugar  or  consent  to  your  offer  V  A.  I  have  yet  to  learn  that  a  statement  of  that  kind 
is  taking  anyone  by  the  throat. 

By  Mr.  McKay  {Hamilton) : 
Q.  You  intimated  to  them  that  if  the   wholesalers   were  not   allowed  to  make  a 
reasonable  profit  they  could  sell  the  sugars   themselves  V     A.  I  do  not  think  there  is 
any  laws  to  compel  the  public  to  throw  away  money. 
By  Mr.  Fisher : 
Q.  Then  as  I  understand  it  this   agreement  between  your  guild  and  the  refiners 
does  not  bind  the  refiners  ?     A.  Not  at  all,  sir. 

Q.  The  refiner.-!  are  doing  this  work  entirely  voluntarily?  A.  Yes,  1  understand 
it  is  to  their  interest  to  do  so. 

Q.  Before  they  made  this  agreement  with  you  were  you  able  to  fix  the  price  of 
sugar  ?     A.  No,  sir,  the  customers  fixed  the  price. 

Q.  The  difference  between  the  agreement  then  and  now  is,  you  are  enabled  to 
fix  the  prices;  before  that,  the  customers  fixed  the  prices  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  By  means  of  competition  between  the  various  members  of  your  trade  ?     A. 

Yes. 

Q.  Another  point.  I  understand  that  there  is  a  weekly  arrangement  as  to  the 
prices  at  which  you  get  your  sugars,   and,   consequently,   at  which  you   sell  them  ? 

A   Yes. 

Q  Who  fixes  that  price  ?  A.  I  am  in  charge  of  that  department.  It  occurs  in 
this  way,  I  might  say  for  this  reason  :  I  am  right  on  the  spot  every  Friday  evening. 
We  simply  go  to  the  refinery  and  ask  their  price,  and  if  it  is  one-eighth,  then  one- 
eighth  is  at  once  telegraphed  to  all  the  guilds  that  this  is  the  price  for  the  week. 
If  during  the  week  the  prices  advance  or  decline  any,  no  nouce  is  taken  of  it, 
because  if  a  change  occurs  in  the  middle  of  a  week  we  could  not  reach  them  during 
the  week,  but,  if  an  advance  of  a  quarter  of  a  cent  or  a  decline  takes  place,  we 
telegraph  the  guild  that  the  price  has  advanced  or  declined. 

Q  Only  on  Friday  this  is  done.  On  Friday  evening  you  are  given  a  price  of 
say  seven  cents.  Suppose  on  Tuesday  sugars  decline  one  half  cent,  you  could  not 
then  lower  your  selling  price  ?  A.  Oh  yes,  we  would.  If  it  on.y  declined  one- 
eighth  of  a  cent  we  would  not.     If  it  declined  one  quarter  of  a  cent  we  would . 

Q.  You  are  only  allowed  to  alter  your  price  if  the  difi'erence  amounts  to  a  quar- 
ter of  a  cent?    A.  Yes.  _        .    ,,    ,      .    .     1  i    f     +1 \.^^^ 

Q    The   standard   fixed  on   Friday  evening,  is  that  not  absolute  for  the  whole 
week  ?     A.  The  standard  fixed  is  just  taking  the  starting  point.     For  instance,  the 
refiners  although  they  give  you  that  price,  they  are  quite  at  liberty  to  sell  at  a  less 
price  or  higher.     They  don't  bind  themselves  to  anything  at  all. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.   They  give  you  notice  ?     A.   Yes. 

Bv  Mr.  Fisher:  .         .^,       ^,    ^  ^     ,      -^^q     a    hit. 

Q.  That  price  does  not  bind  your  selling  prices  either,  that  fixed  price  ?    A.  Oh, 

jes, 
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Q.  You  Bay  that  that  price  may  vary  within  a  week.  Take  the  instanoe  I  gave, 
7  cents  a  pound  on  Friday  evening,  and  supposing  it  was  now  advanced  to  7^  dur- 
ing the  week,  what  do  you  sell  your  sugar  at  ?     A.  We  sell  it  at  TJ. 

Q.  Thi-s  is  an  agreement  to  advance  between  you  and  the  refiners?  A.  If  we 
pay  seven,  we  sell  it  in  lots  of  16  barrels  at  say,  seven  and  a  quarter  and  in  lesser 
lots  we  sell  it  at  seven  and  three-eighths. 

Q.  Takina;  15  barrels  it  is  seven  and  a  quarter  7    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Supposing  on  Monday  the  price  of  sugar  at  the  refinery  was  changed  and  it 
became  seven  and  a  quarter  ?    A.  Of  course   we  would    change   our   price  at  once 
and  advance  it  one-quarter. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Supposing  it  became  one  eighth  less  ?     A.  We  don't  alter  the  price  at  all. 

Q.  If  it  advances  one-eighth  during  the  week  do  you  change  your  price  ?  A.  No. 

Q.  Can  you  not  advance  the  price  if  it  is  advanced  one-eighth  ?  A.  I  know  of  no 
standing  order  to  do  so.  We  would  have  to  send  it  to  all  our  guilds  and  we  could 
not  do  that  in  that  time. 

Q.  You  are  not  permitted  to  advance  if  you  arc  able  to  send  it  ?  A.  We  are 
not  permitted. 

Q.  Is  there  anything  to  prevent  from  doing  it  except  the  physical  obstacle  7 
A.  The  physical  obstacle  I  mean. 

Q.  Of  reaching  your  travellers  ?  A.  Of  course,  if  the  price  advanced  or  declined 
one-quarter  of  a  cent.  For  instance  recently  the  wholesale  trade  were  selling  sugar 
one-quarter  a  cent.  less. 

Q.  Supposing  the  price  was  seven   cents   fixed   on    Saturday  and  they  fixed  the 
price  at  seven  and  one-eighth  on  Monday,  can  you  telegraph  your  travellers  to  advance 
the  price  one-eighth  7     A.  No. 
By  Mr .  Fisher  : 

Q.   Is  that  price  fixed  by  the  refiners  7     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Have  all  the  companies  the  same  price  7  A.  Yes,  for  that  purpose  they  seem 
to  unite,  but  you  can  buy  sometimes  cheaper  from  one  than  from  the  other. 

Q.  Then  the   refiners    agree   personally  to  fix  the   same   price  7     A.  Yes.     It 
■would  be  just  as  well  to  do  so  as  it  was  only  a  nominal  thing. 
By  Mr. McKay; 

Q.  How  does  Scotch  and  English  sugar  compare  with  Canadian  granulated  in 
quality  7  A.  I  consider  Scotch  and  English  sugar  as  a  rule  inferior  to  Canadian. 
There  is  some  English  sugar  made  which  is  pretty  good. 

Q    The  other  witnesses  are  not  very  clear  about  that7    A.  I  prefer  Canadian, 
I  have  examined  the  samples  and  I  like  Canadian  sugar. 
By  Mr.  Landry  : 

Q.  You  have  no  prices  in  the  Maritime   Provinces  at  all,  in  the  guild  ?    A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  those  who  purchase  direct  from  the  refineries  in  the 
Maritime  Provinces  purchase  at  this  advance  price  or  whatever  price  they  agree 
upon  7  A.  I  don't  know  anything  about  it ;  my  impression  is  they  should  have  the 
prices  they  agree  upon. 

By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 

Q.  I  simply  want  to  ask  Mr.  Chifds'  opinion  as  to  the  quality  of  the  sugar  now 
compared  with  what  it  was  before  this  arrangement  was  entered  into.  Is  there  any 
difference  in  reference  to  yellow  sugar  7     A.  I  don't  think  there  is. 

Q.  It  was  stated  they  were    very  much  poorer  ?    A,  I   think  all  proper  yellows 
are  just  the  same  as  they  were,  but  there  has   been  a  strong  demand  lor  cheap  sugar 
and  the  refiners  have  been  making  something  to  meet  that  demand  which  is  of  course 
heavy  and  syrupy.     Now  that  remark  only  applies  to  the  low  priced  sugar. 
By  Mr.  Qillmor: 

Q.  I  was  going  to  ask  if  the  wholesale  merchants  of  the  Maritime  Provinces 
belong  to  the  guild  ?    A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  If  they  don't  can  they  approach  the  refiners  quite  independently  of  your 
arrangement  with  the  guild  7    A.  I  think  so ;   as  long  as  they  don't  sell  sugar  in 
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Quebec  and  Ontario  it  don't  affect  them  at  all.  You  asked  if  all  the  refiners  fixed 
one  price.  When  the  arrangement  was  entered  into  there  was  this  understanding  that 
there  was  no  difference  in  the  price.  We  should  take  their  different  prices  and  take 
an  average  as  the  basis  on  which  we  would  establish  an  advance. 

Q.  For  instance,  the  refiners  give  three  prices  ?    A.  We  would  take  these  three 
prices  and  average  it,  and  take  that  as  a  basis. 

Q.  Were  they  ever  equal  ?    A.  When  the  guild  was  first  formed. 
Q.  If  you  don't  get  the  prices  from  all  the  refiners,  what  do  you  generally  take 
as  a  basis  ?     A.  We  manage  it  in  this  way,  we  get  the  price  of  the  Canada  and  the 
price  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  see  whether  or  not  they  differ. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  WentwortK)  : 
Q.   Who  do  you  get  the  prices  from,  as  a  matter  of  fact ;  do  you  get  them  from 
Drummond  ?     A.   We  don't  get  it  from  Drummond  personally,  but  we  get  the  ruling 
priee. 

Q.  On  Friday  night,  for  instance,  do  you  get  more  than  the  quotation  from  the 
Canada  refinery  ?     A.  No,  we  take  that  as  a  basis. 

Q.  Generally  as  a  basis  ?  A.  Yes,  once  a  week.  We  wrote  to  the  other  refiners 
-and  they  said  they  agreed  to  establish  their  prices  on  the  basis  of  the  Canada  Sugar 
Eefinery. 

By  Mr.  Ghiillet  : 
Q.  Did  you  say  that  Mr .  Paul  was  the  only  name  struck  off  the  list  of  the  Mon- 
treal members  of  the  guild  ?    A.  No,  sir,  I  didn't  say  that. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  many  there  were  struck  off?  A.  I  think  there  were 
about  11. 

Q.  I  have  heard  it  stated  that  the  retailers  made  a  strong  objection  to  the  gufcd 
arrangement  with  the  refiners  on  the  ground  that  Mr.  Paul  was  not  notified  ?  A. 
There  were  three  names  only,  and  the  other  two,  both  their  names  were  on  the  list, 
and  the  other  firm  struck  off  were  persons  who  did  a  retail  business,  but  who 
claimed  that  they  did  a  jobbing  business.  I  might  say  when  Mr.  Paul  was  cut  off 
he  should  have  been  notified.     He  was'nt  notified,  but  he  should  have  been. 

Q.  He  was  jobbing  was'nt  he,  too,  Mr.  Paul  ?  A.  Well,  Mr.  Paul  knows  best. 
I  cannot  say.  I  know  he  is  doing  a  first-class  Montreal  business  and  making  money. 
Mr.  Paul  .  The  question  has  been  asked  here  to-day,  was'nt  I  one  of  the  depu- 
tation who  waited  on  the  Wholesale  Grocers'  Association  in  regard  to  some  con- 
sumers. Childs  has  stated  here  that  the  boycott  document  was  brought  round  to 
the  Wholesale  Grocers'  Association.  I  was'nt  a  party  to  that.  At  the  time  I  attend- 
ed the  meeting,  there  was  no  talk  of  any  such  document  whatever,  and  if  any  docu- 
ment was  handed  round  to  be  signed  by  the  Wholesale  Grocers'  Association,  I  had 
no  knowledge  of  it. 

Witness.    I  believe  Mr.  Paul  had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 


W.  B.  Matthewson  sworn. 
By  Mr.  Quillet: 

Q.  Are  you  aware  that  your  father  stated  to  the  committee  that  on  offering  to 
purchase  white  sugar  from  the  Canada  Sugar  Eefining  Company  he  was  told  that  ho 
would  require  to  purchase  two  barrels  of  yellow  to  every  one  of  white  in  addition  to 
paying  one-eighth  of  a  cent  more  than  those  in  the  guild  and  losing  the  discount  ?  A. 
He  was  told  by  Mr.  Buchanan  in  the  presence  of  a  witness  that  he  would  have  to 
pay  one-eighth  of  a  cent  over  the  price  of  granulated  and  that  he  would  have  to  take 
two  barrels  of  yellow  for  one  of  granulated. 

Q.  By  whom  7    A.  Mr.  Buchanan,  an  employe  of  the  refinery. 

Q  Is  not  Mr.  Sinclair  the  salesman  ?  A.  Yes ;  but  I  do  not  know  whether  he 
was  present  or  not.  I  would  say  that  I  believe  Mr.  Childs  slates  that  that  was 
withdrawn  because  I  do  not  suppose  they  could  get  anyone  to  approve  of  it. 

Q  You  know  nothing  of  this  except  what  your  father  told  you  I    A.  i  do  not. 
'  3— 7i 
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By  Mr.  McKay : 

Q,  Were  you  ever  a  member  of  the  guild  ?    A,  No. 

Q,  Did  you  ever  apply  for  membership  ?    A.  No, 

Q.  Were  yon  very  anxious  to  join  it  ?    A,  No, 
By  Mr.  Quillet : 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  cases  or  were  you  ever  yourself  negotiating  for 
the  purchase  of  sugar  in  which  mention  was  made  of  extra  prices  and  the  quantity 
to  be  taken  of  each  kind  ?  A.  I  paid  the  Canada  Sugar  Eefining  Company  an  extra 
quarter  of  a  cent. 

Q.  Upon  how  many  barrels ?    A.  900  barrels. 

Q.  When  did  your   father  tell  you  this  ?    A.  Immediately  after  he  came  back 
from  the  refinery  and  he  was  told  the  same  by  Mr.  Ohilds,  Chairman  of  the  Whole- 
sale Grocers'  Association. 
By  Mr.  Landry : 

Q.  Do  you  belong  to  any  association  whereby  you  fix  prices  ?  A.  I  belong  t® 
no  association. 

Q.  In  opposition  to  this  aeeooiation  is  there  anything  you  desire  to  inform  the 
Committee  ?  A.  I  think  in  our  particular  case  that  it  is  a  very  grave  thing,  because 
it  is  not  altogether  the  amount  of  money  that  is  actually  lost  on  every  barrel  of 
sugar  bought  from  the  refinery  but  the  large  amount  of  money  that  we  are  obliged 
to  pay  in  advance  or  import  the  sugar  from  foreign  countriesi  During  the  month 
of  July  and  August  (I  cannot  prove  it  of  course,  but  I  have  strong  evidence  to  that 
effect)  a  secret  meeting  was  held  by  this  guild  in  Montreal  where  they  advanced  the 
price  of  sugar  \  a  cent. 

Mr.  MoKat — Is  this  evidence  ?;     I  think  not. 

Mr.  Landbt — I  think  he  should  have  authorized  someone  to  ask  the  question 
but  it  would  not  be  evidence  about  such  a  meeting. 
By  Mr.  Wood  ( We&tmoreland)  : 

Q.  Did  you  ever  express  yourself  in  favor  of  entering  a  combination  in  granu- 
lated sugar  ?  A.  I  never  expressed  a  wish  to  enter  any  combination  in  granulated 
sugar  whereby  I  could  deprive  any  man  from  getting  sugar  at  the  same  price  I  could 
get  it  at  myself.  I  would  not  enter  into  any  combination  but  I  would  enter  into  an 
agreement  with  any  body  of  men  to  sell  goods  at  a  fair  living  profit  of  advance,  but 
I  would  not  agree  to  prevent  other  people  from  getting  goods  from  the  refinery  or 
any  other  manufactory  because  they  refused  to  go  in  with  me. 

Q.  Because  he  refused  to  charge  the  same  advance  ?  A.  Because  he  refused  to 
agree  with  me.  T  would  not  enter  into  an  agreement  whereby  I  could  prevent  any^ 
other  party  from  getting  goods . 

Q.  Before  the  formation  of  this  sugar  agreement  did  you  ask  a  member  of  the 
Montreal  Wholesale  Grocers'  Association  if  they  were  going  to  get  this  granulated 
Bugar  business  fixed  and  when  ?     A.  I  did  not. 

Qi  How  do  you  get  your  baking  powder  ?     A,  On  an  agreement. 

Q.  You  do  not  call  that  a  combination.  How  do  you  get  your  matches  ?  Ai 
Some  of  them  on  an  agreement  and  others  we  get  in  the  ordinary  way. 

Q.  Ton  have  signed  that  agreement  whatever  it  is  ?  A.  We  have  not  signed  it ; 
we  have  verbally  agreed  to  it. 


E»aAE  A.  Wills — A  statement. 

Before  I  address  you  or  be  examined  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Dominion  Grocers' 
Guild  I  wish  to  place  in  your  hands  the  affidavit  of  the  Canadian  Association  of 
jobbers  in  American  watches,  showing  that  the  resolution  with  reference  to  Air. 
Stark's  particular  injunction  was  passed  before  that  injunction  was  placed  in  my 
hands.  I  also  wish  to  place  in  your  hands  a  letter  which  the  officers  of  the  associ- 
ation think  an  extraordinary  document  to  receive.  I  simply  have  to  say  that  at  that 
meeting  the  president  of  the  association  and  vice-president  and  treasurer  were  pre- 
sent. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  I  think  you  are  going  a  little  too  fast.  We  have  nothing  to  do  with  any 
letter  which  Mr.  Stark  may  have  written  to  you.  You  had  a  communication  from. 
.UB  through  our  secretary  ?     A.   Nothing  of  the  kind. 

Q.  A  telegram  froaa  the  secretary  ?    A.  From  you  personally. 

Edgar  A.  Will  sworn. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  are  the  Secretary  of  the  Dominion  Grocers'  Guild  ?     A.  I  am, 

Q,  You  fix  the  price  every  week  do  you  for  the  sale  of  sugar  for  the  succeeding 
week?     Who  fixes  these  prices  on  the  sugar?     A,  These  are  fixed  in  Montreal. 

Q.  By  whom  ?     A,  By  the  committee, 

Q.  Who  are  the  committee?  A.  Mr.  Childs  and  Mr,  Herbert,  generally  Mr. 
Childs,  I  think, 

Q.  Who  supplies  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  the  refiners  are  to  sell  ?  A. 
The  names  that  are  published  on  the  list  are  regulated  by  the  various  guilds. 

Q.  And  who  are  they  submitted  to  ?     A.  To  me. 

Q.  And  to  whom  do  you  furnish  them  ?  A.  I  have  the  list  printed  and  furnished 
to  the  refiners. 

Q.  You  serve  the  refiners  with  this  list,  what  for?  A.  To  show  the  names  of 
those  who  are  entitled  to  come  under  that  agreement  and  to  buy  at  the  special  terms, 

Q.  The  belter  terms?     A.  Yes,  the  special  terms. 

Q.  Who  was  it  that  formed  this  Dominion  Wholesale  Grocers'  Guild  ?  Who  were 
-the  active  parties  in  forming  it?  A,  The  Dominion  Wholesale  Grocers'  Guild  was 
formed  in  Montreal  on  the  7th  June,  1884,  at  which  were  present  Messrs.  Ince, 
Davidson  and  Blain  representing  Toronto,  Messrs.  McPhersonand  Gnillard  represent- 
ing Hamilton,  and  Messrs.  Childs,  Kirk  and  Tees,  representing  Montreal. 

Q,  When  did  you  become  the  secretary  of  it  ?  A.  I  see  by  the  minutes  (Ex- 
hibit 24)  that  I  was  appointed  secretary  at  that  meeting. 

Q.  And  have  continued  as  secretary?     A.  I  have  ever  since. 

Q.  Is  there  anything  relating  to  the  sugar  agreement  in  the  minutes  of  the  first 
meeting  ?     A .  There  is  nothing  about  sugar  at  the  first  meeting. 

Q.  When  does  that  question  first  appear  on  the  minutes  ?  A.  That  question 
appears  to  have  come  up  and  was  first  discussed  on  the  26th  November,  1885,  at 
which  Messrs.  Lightbound  and,  Kinlock  represented  the  city  of  Montreal.  The  meet- 
ing commenced  on  the  25tb  and  continued  to  the  26th.  I  find  here  "  granulated 
Bugar.— The  desirability  of  fixing  a  maximum  profit  fully  discussed  but  no  con- 
clusion arrived  at." 

Q.  When  did  the  question  of  making  arrangements  with  the  refineries  first  come 
before  this  Dominion  Guild  ?  A.  It  appears  to  have  been  first  disons.^ed  at  a  meet- 
ing held  in  Kingston  on  30th  April,  1886.  My  minutes  read:  "  Afternoon  session,  3 
p.m. — Sugar.  Mr.  Guillard  explained  that  he  had  b^en  in  correspondenoe  with  the 
refineries  and  was  featisfied  that  if  a  large  percentage  of  the  trade  desirel  to  have  a 
protective  arrangement,  they,  the  refiners,  would  assist  them." 

Q.  Would  assist  the  wholesale  trade  ?     A.   Yes. 

Q.  Wnat  further  ?  A.  On  the  same  .afternoon  it  was  moved,  seconded  and 
resolved  :  "  That  this  meeting  desires  to  affirm  the  principle  that  the  sugars  should 
not  be  (sold  at,  or  nearly  cost  as  they  are  at  present,  and  to  urge  that  arrangements 
should  at  once  be  entered  into  by  the  wholesale  grocers  of  Montreal,  Kingston  and 
the  West,  under  which  sugars  in  quantities  of  less  than  50  barrels  should  be  sold  at  a 
uniform  minimum  advance  of  say  f  cent  on  Montreal  refiners'  prices  per  car  load 
lots,  and  tnat  a  copy  of  the  resolution  be  sent  to  each  of  the  local  guilds  for  an 
expression  of  opinion  thereon  at  the  earliest  possible  date." 

Q  In  1885  then,  you  first  tried  to  get  the  refiners  to  go  into  this  agreement 
With  the  wholesale  men  ;  in  1886  you  made  some  progress.  You  were  still  endeavor- 
ing during  all  this  time  to  get  them  to  consent?     A.   Yes. 

Q  And  when  did  they  consent?  A.  On  the  9th  of  July  1886,  at  a  meeting 
ield  in  Hamilton,  Mr.  Guillard,  President  of  the  Hamilton,  London  and  Brantfori 
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Association,  "  submitted  the  resolutions  of  the  Hamilton,  London  and  Brantford 
Guild  of  10th  May,  1884.  The  meeting  was  unanimously  of  opinion  that  something 
should  be  done  immediately  to  remedy  the  existing  state  of  things." 

The  hour  for  adjournment  having  arrived,   Mr.  Wills'  further   examination  was 
postponed  to  future  meeting,  and  the  Committee  adjourned. 


House  or  Commons, 

Ottawa,  17th  March,  1888. 

The  Committee  on  alleged  Trade  Combinations  met  this  morning;    Mr.  WallacO' 
i  n  the  chair. 

William  Inoe,  wholesale  grocer,  of  Toronto,  sworn. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Mr.  Ince,  you  are  the  President  of  the  Dominion  Wholesale  Grocers'  Guild,  I 
believe?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Will  you  please  state  the  objects  of  it?  A.  Yes.  As  I  am  pretty  intimate,  Mr. 
Chairman  and  gentlemen,  with  the  formation  and  objects  of  this  guild,  I  will  give 
as  briefly  as  possible  a  short  history  of  it  and  what  led  up  to  what  is  called  the  com- 
bination. Some  years  ago,  it  was  felt  that  it  would  be  very  desirable  if  the  whole- 
sale trade  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada  knew  more  of  each  other,  and  in  pursuance  of 
that  object  there  was  a  guild  formed  in  Hamilton,  and  then  in  Toronto,  and  another 
in  Montreal.  These  guilds  met  and  it  was  agreed  that  part  of  the  proceedings  were 
to  be  of  a  soeial  character.  Difi'erent  matters  relating  to  their  own  particular  busi- 
ness were  discussed,  and  the  proposition  was  made  to  take  some  steps  to  arrive  at  a 
better  understanding.  In  course  of  time,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  have  a  Dom- 
inior  Guild.  That  Dominion  Guild  was  formed  with  the  same  object,  viz.,  to  bring 
us  more  together,  and  also  for  the  purpose  of  regulating,  suggesting  and  conferring 
together  on  matters  relating  to  our  own  business.  In  the  course  of  our  proceedings, 
various  subjects  came  up,  one  of  which  was  the  desire  to  get  rid  of  the  system  of 
cutting  prices  on  leading  articles  and  selling  them  at  no  profit, —  frequently  at  a  loss, 
merely  lor  the  purpose  of  influencing  trade  in  articles  on  which  there  was  a  possi- 
bility of  exacting  a  large  profit.  This  was  felt  to  be  an  evil,  not  only  by  the  whole- 
sale trade,  but  it  was  also  felt  to  be  an  evil  by  a  large  number  of  the  retail  dealers. 
There  was  one  article,  in  particular,  which  we  felt  should  not  be  in  that  position, 
that  was  the  article  of  tobacco.  You  heard  yesterday  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Childs 
with  regard  to  that  article.  The  first  advance  that  was  put  on,  was  3  cents  per  lb.  It 
was  nominally  an  advance,  but  it  really  was  not  so.  For  instance,  take  tobacco  at 
25  cents  per  lb.,  and  12  cents  for  the  duly,  making  altogether  37  cents.  That  duty 
was  being  paid  in  cash,  while  we  allowed  3  per  cent,  discount  to  our  customers  who- 
pay  cash.  Add  to  that  the  cost  of  freight,  the  interest  from  the  time  that  the 
tobacco  was  held  in  stock  until  it  could  be  sold,  and  the  exchange,  it  only  left  an 
average  profit  of  2J  cents  per  lb.,  or  between  5  and  6  per  cent. 
By  Mr.  Landry  ; 
Q.  Who  made  this  advance,  the  guild?  A.  I  am  only  referring  now  to  the 
action  of  the  guild. 

Q.  That  is  the  guild  with  their  customers  ?  A.  The  wholesale  trade  proposed, 
among  other  things,  that  that  advance  should  be  made.  Of  course  it  was  impossible 
to  do  anything,  unless  it  was  ucanimously  carried  out.  Nearly  all  the  dealers  in 
tobacco  who  had  been  purchasing  from  the  manufacturers,  signed  an  agreement  not 
to  sell  at  less  than  a  certain  advance.  When  the  duty  was  increased  from  12  cents 
to  20  cents,  it  meant  that  we  would  have  to  pay  that  much  extra  duty  in  cash,  which 
when  paid  by  our  customers,  they  were  allowed  the  usual  discount  of  3  per  cent. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  What  is  your  present  advance  in  price  ?  A.  It  is  nominally  four  cents  per 
lb.,  but  it  is  really  only  a  fraction  over  three  cents  per  lb.,  because  we  allow  a  dis- 
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count  on  the  whole  value  of  the  tobacco  duty  paid.  We  also  pay  the  freight  be- 
tween Montreal  and  Toronto,  80  that  you  see,  gentlemen,  in  putting  on  this  advance 
ve  were  putting  on  a  very  moderate  profit,  as  I  will  point  oat  to  you  afterwards, 
Q  here  is  not  a  wholesale  house  in  the  west — (I  believe  there  are  one  or  two  houses 
iu  Montreal  perhaps  doing  their  business  at  a  less  percentage  of  expense  than  ir» 
the  west  from  the  fact  that  they  are  able  to  do  it  without  commercial  travellers. 
&o.,) — at  all  events  in  Toronto,  that  can  do  the  business  at  a  less  profit  than  3J  per 
cent,  to  be  able  to  pay  rents,  taxes,  clerks'  wages,  and  all  those  expenses  incidental 
to  business,  which  are  never  included  or  added,  as  it  were,  to  make  up  the  cost  of  the 
goods. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (WentwortK)  : 

Q.  You  say  it  takes  3J  per  cent,  on  the  current  business  to  pay  the  incidental 
running  experses?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  you  cannot  avoid  ?  A.  Yes,  that  we  cannot  avoid.  There  are  expenses 
incidental  to  the  business  that  cannot  be  avoided. 

Q.  Current  running  expenses  ?  A.  Yes.  In  some  cases,  in  Montreal,  they  run 
their  business  with  commercial  travellers,  and  are  able  to  do  their  business 
at  a  less  expense  than  we  do.  This  estimate  of  mine  does  not  make  any 
allowance  for  bad  debts.  I  am  not  prepared  to  sav  what  the  bad  debts  of  other 
firms  are.  They  may  be  more  or  less,  but  I  know,  taking  a  series  of  years,  that  ours 
is  not  less  than  three  quarters  per  cent  So  you  see  that  brings  the  expense  of  our 
doing  business,  adding  our  bad  debts  would  bring  our  expenses  of  doing  business  up 
to  an  average  of  4^  per  cent.  I  do  not  think,  gentlemen,  that  business  cannot  be 
done  at  less,  by  any  firms,  at  all  events,  in  Ontario.  All  those  I  have  conversed  with 
on  the  subject  agree  that  that  is  the  minimum  that  will  cover  the  cost  of  doing  busi- 
ness, so,  it  you  get  6J  per  cent,  and  it  costs  4  J  per  cent,  to  do  business,  we  are  selling 
goods  at  really  a  profit  of  not  more  than  2  per  cent.  Of  course,  if  a  firm  does  a  large 
amount,  it  is  a  very  handsome  thing.  A  firm  doing  a  million  a  year  at  2  per  cent. 
profit,  realizes  a  very  handsome  return,  but  there  is  involved  a  great  deal  of  risk 
and  a  great  deal  of  labor  and  interest  in  almost  any  business,  and  I  do  not  think  ii 
is  out  of  proportion  at  all  that  they  should  receive  that  remuneration.  That  is  as 
regards  the  article  of  tobacco. 
By  Mr,  Landry  : 

Q  By  this  arrangement,  or  this  agreement,  by  which  you  were  to  charge  a  cer- 
■  tain  advance,  was  there  any  understanding  with  those  from  whom  you  bought  that 
they  should  not  sell  to  anybody  else?  A.  We  have  no  positive  understanding  with 
the  tobacco  manufacturers  more  than  that  having  the  thing  explained  to  them 
they  told  us  they  would  be  willing  to  do  what  they  could  to  help  us.  I  think  that 
will  be  the  effect  of  it. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  when  you  entered  into  that  understanding  with  the 
manufacturers,  promises  were  made,  whether  they  did  so  to  bind  themselves  legally 
or  not,  to  only  deal  w.th  yourselves  ?  A.  They  promised  to  aes'st  us,  but  not  to 
deal  with  no  one  else. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  assistance  ?  A.  I  understand  that  the  assistance 
they  were  to  render  was  that  they  would  adhere  to  the  prices  at  which  they  were 
selling. 

Q.  To  those  that  were  buying  tobaccos  from  them  ?  A.  There  are  some 
few  houses  that  are  keeping  to  the  terms  and  yet  have  not  signed  the  agreement. 

Q.  Do  you  know  as  a  matter  of  ftct  whether  the  matufaclurere  of  tobacco, 
after  you  had  come  to  that  understanding,  fold  to  others  outside  of  j  cur  association  ? 
A.  They  did  at  first,  I  am  certain,  but  I  do  not  know  whether  they  do  now  or  not. 

Q.  Has  it  come  to  such  a  system  with  them,  do  you  know  ?  A.  I  could  not 
state  positively  that  they  do,  I  know  it  works  very  well,  and  those  who  were 
opposed  to  it  at  first  have  since  seen  the  reasonableness  and  justice  of  the  thing.     ■-,' 

Q.  At  any  rate  you  are  satisfied  that  it  works  very  well  now?  A.  Yes; 
parties  generally  are  satisfied  with  it.  It  v  s  an  objection,  and  is  yet,  that  some  retail 
houses  that  retail  tobaccos  are  still  on  the  list,  and  it  is  felt  to  be  a  serious  grievance. 
I  coDStantly  hear  complaints  of  that  from  other  retailers. 
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Q  When  you  say  on  the  list  doos  that  mean  1o  say  that  you  have  a  list  the  same 
as  the  sugar  burliness  ?  A.  Amongst  those  who  have  signed  the  list  and  who  are  now 
buying  from  the  manufacturers. 

Q.  Tha  man afaclurers  are  aware  of  who  those  parties  are,  whether  by  list  or 
not?     A.  I  presume  so. 

Q   Ton  as  a  gui  Id  are  aware  of  who  they  are  ?     A.  Oh,  yes, 
Q   And  the   manufactufers  ?    A.  Yes,    and  we  try  to   get  them  in  as  much  as 
possible  some  of  tha  buyers  and  retail  houses. 

Q.  Have  you  any  understanding  ?  Where  there  is  a  rise  or  fall  you  communicate 
with  one  another?     A.   I  do  not  quite  understand  the  question. 

Q.  Have  you  a  scale  of  prices  ?  A.  No ;  the  fluctuations  will  never  be  so  small 
as  in  sugar.     They  are  not  so  frequent  as  it  is  a  much  more  steady  article. 

Q.  Then  do  you  advise  one  another?  A.  Immediately  the  manufacturers  of 
tobaccos  publish  the  list  of  prices  at  which  they  sell,  and  when  that  list  comes  out 
we  do  not  require  to  notify  in  the  case  of  tobacco  because  the  manufacturers  notify 
what  their  prices  are.     We  could  notify  those  in  that  list. 

Q.  The  advance  on  the  tobacco  is  fixed  amongst  yourselves?     A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Oillmor  : 
Q.  Is  not  the  advance  fixed  by  the  manufacturers  ?     A.  No;  we  fix  the  advance 
■on  tobaccos  ourselves. 

Q.  The  wholesale  profit  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  On  the  prices?     A.  Fixed  by  the  manufacturer. 

By  Mr.  Landry : 
Q.  The  wholesale  profit  is  fixed  by  yourselves?     A.  Yes. 

Q  There  is  a  considerable  quantity  of  tobacco  sold  that  is  not  manufactured  in 
this  country,  is  there  not?  A.  Very  little.  It  is  so  insignificant  that  it  does  not 
amount  to  much,  and  docs  not  fetch  a  very  high  price.  Nobody  will  sell  it. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  I  understand  you  that  there  is  some  gentlemen  who  deal  in  tobacco  who  are 
not  in  your  association,  others  who  get  their  tobaccos  from  the  manufacturers?  A. 
Oh,  yes,  there  is  quite  a  large  number. 

Q  You  are  not  aware  of  any  of  those  polling  at  a  less  advance  than  the  advance 
you  agreed  upon  among  yourselves?  A.  Well,  I  think  they  all  agree  to  the  prices. 
I  do  not  know  that  they  would.  Taey  would  be  placed  in  an  awkward  position 
with  regard  to  the  trade,  and  probably  it  would  be  put  in  the  shape  of  a  remon- 
strar.ce,  and  possibly  they  might,  if  they  pursued  such  a  course,  try  and  bring  pres- 
sure to  bear  upon  them.  Suppose,  for  instance,  that  you  had  a  business  and  you  had 
a  large  number  of  customers  in  the  place,  and  one  captious  individual  tried  to  injure 
the  others  by  underselling,  you  would  be  very  likely  to  bring  pressure  to  bear  upon 
him. 

Q.  Does  your  association  watch  the  actions  of  these  men  in  any  way,  so  as  to 
see  what  they  do  ?  A.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  watching.  We  very  soon  hear 
of  it. 

Q.  I  suppose  you  would  probably  remonstrate  with  them?.  A.  We  would 
probably  remonstrate  with  them. 

Q.  If  he  was  not  a  member  of  the  guild  ?  A.  We  would  not  hesitate  if  not  a 
member. 

Q.  And  if  he  paid  no  attention  to  your  remonstrance,  you  would  then  notify 
the  manufacturer  ?  A.  Very  probably.  I  have  had  no  occasion  to  do  so  yet  in  my 
business  or  in  my  own  observation. 

Q,  As  a  member  of  your  association  are  you  aware  of  any  such  proceeding 
having  taken  place  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  the  association  ?  A.  As  far  as  I  can 
remember,  it  has  boen  done,  I  think  representations  have  been  made  to  the  manu- 
facturers that  parties  were  underselling. 

Q.  Does  your  association  watch  the  action  of  these  men  in  any  way  so  as  to  see 
what  they  do  ?    A.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  watching  at  all  in  the  business.     Of 
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course  we  very  soon  hear  of  it.     Anyone  attempting  to  sell  we  would  very  soon  hear 
of.     In  48  hours  we  would  know. 

Q.  You  would  remonstrate  with  the  manufacturers?  A.  We  would  remonstrate 
individually.  We  would  not  hesitate  to  remonstrate  with  him  if  he  was  not  a  mem- 
ber of  the  guild. 

Q.  You  would  then  go  to  the  manufactui  er  ?  A.  Very  likely.  I  have  never  had 
occasion  to  do  it  personally. 

Q.  Are  you  aware  as  a  member  of  your  association  of  any  such  proceedings 
having  taken  place  on  the  part  of  the  officials  of  the  association  or  members  of  the 
association  ?  A.I  think  as  far  as  I  can  jadge  it  has  been  done  by  representations 
made  to  manufacturers  that  parties  were    underselling  and  an  injustice  was  caused. 

Q.  With  what  result  ?  A.  I  think  generally  after  we  had  remonstrated  the  evil 
had  been  removed. 

Q.  The  manufacturers  themselves  taking  stops  to  see  that  this  individual  buys 
from  them?  A.  I  think  it  has  been  the  result  altogether  of  remonstrance.  lam 
not  prepared  to  say  that  there  ever  has  been  a  threat  used  to  withdraw. 

Q.  On  the  part  of  the  manufacturers  ?  A.  I  don't  know,  I  am  not  aware  that 
there  has  been. 

Q.  There   is  no   definite   agreement  between  your   association  and  the  manu- 
facturers that  that  would  take  place  ?      A.  No.     It  is  just  that  they  aid  us  in  such  a 
manner  as  they  choose  to  accept  themselves  and  aid  us  as  much  as  they  can . 
By  Mr.  McKay  : 

Qt  Wholesale  dealers  in  selling  tobacco  to  retailers,  do  they  sell  it  in  or  out  of 
bond  ?    A.  Altogether  out  of  bond  except  in  a  few  very  rare  cases. 

Q.  The  rule  is  to  sell  it  out  of  bond  ?  A.  Yes.  I  may  mention  the  question 
was  asked  yesterday,  I  think,  with  regard  to  other  goods  which  were  sold  in  bond. 
A  man  has  his  goods  invoiced.  Suppose  he  is  buying  tobacco.  That  is  50  cents  a 
pound  ;  the  selling  price  is  50  cents  a  pound.  He  says  I  want  that  tobacco  in  bond. 
He  is  credited  on  his  invoice  with  20  per  cent,  a  pound  and  discount  3  per  cent,  as 
if  he  paid  that  in  cash  and  he  derives  no  further  advantage.  Of  course  he  is  allowed 
on  this,  as  a  cash  payment,  the  same  discount  as  if  he  paid  the  money.  That  is 
the  rule,  I  think,  of  goods  purchased  in  bond,  that  the  buyer  is  entitled  to  the  same 
discount  as  if  he  were  paying  the  cash. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Mr.  Childs  stated  yesterday,  when  1  asked  him  why  they  raised  the  profit  on 
tobacco  from  3  to  4  cents,  he  said  it  haa  been  raised  from  12  to  20  cents  a  pound.  I 
did'nt suppose  that  he  stated  the  thing  correctly,  do  you  think  that  is  correct?  A. 
That  is  the  reason  why  it  was  advanced. 

Q.  There  has  been  no  advance  since  1880  ?     A.  On  the  duty  on  tobacco  ? 

Q.  Yes  ?     A.  You  are  mistaken  on  that,  I  think  that  must  be  a  mistake. 
By  Mr.  McDougall : 

Q.  It  was  the  excise  duty?     A.  1  think  that  must  be  a  mistake.  I  cannot  speak 
CMifidently,  but  it  is  barely  two  years   since  the  change  was  made  in  the  duty  on  the 
excise.     It  was  made  in  1886.     That  is  2  years  ago. 
By  the  Ghairman  : 

Q.  "The  duty  from  1870  to  1879  was,  tobacco,  foreign  leaf.  16  cents  per  pound. — 
(Sd.)  E.  Miall  ?  "  A.  The  excise  duty  on  tobacco,  foreign  leaf,  was  15  cents  per 
pound  from  lb70  to  1879,  the  present  duties  on  tobacco  and  cigars  were  imposed  in 
1885,  July  the  6th. 

Q.  In  1880  tobacco  from  foreign  leaf  was  20  cents  per  pound  and  Canada  leaf 
was  14  cents  per  pound  ?  A.  We  cannot  help  what  the  department  puts  in.  We 
know  the  fact  that  12  cents  a  pound  was  the  duty  up  to  July,  1886,  because  that  is 
the  time  the  difference  was  made.     Some  of  the  other  gentlemen  will  remember  that. 

Q.  ilr.  Miall,  the  Commissioner  of  Inland  Eevenue  over  his  own  signature, 
here  say.-,  that  the  duty  from  ls80  to  the  present  day  on  tobacco  from  foreign  leaf 
was  20  cents  per  pound,  as  distinguished  from  Canadian  tobacco?  A.  We  paid  S 
cents  per  pound  a  little  over  three  years. 
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Q.  Whea  was  that  three  cents  per  pound  imposed?  A.  I  think  it  was  about 
1884.  At  that  time  the  duty  on  tobacco,  when  we  fixed  the  three  cents  per  pound 
advance  the  duty  was  12  cents  and  it  is  now  20  cents  and  it  was  after  the  change  in 
the  duty  that  we  made  the  increase.  It  was  just  immediately  after  the  reduction 
that  we  established  this  arrangement  on  the  sale  of  tobacco. 
By  Mr.  JPisher  : 

Q.  That  duty  of  course  was  paid  by  the  manufacturers  and  they  increased  the 
price  to  you  and  you  increased  your  profit  on  it.  The  advance  of  course  is  the  profit 
which  the  wholesalers  get  ?    A.  Tes,  the  manufacturers  only  pay  the  excise.      ^*^4^ 

Q.  You  paid  the  increase  excise  and  it  was  formerly  three  cents  a  pound J[ad- 
vance  and  when  the  duty  went  up  to  20  per  cent,  you  made  your  advance  to  4  cents? 
A:  Yes. 

Q.  Well  now  that  is  increasing  your  profits?  A.  Formerly  the  advance  on 
tobacco  didn't  increase  the  profit  one  cent  a  pound.  We  allowed  three  per  cent,  at 
12  cents,  which  is  nearly  one  half  a  cent  a  pound,  and  instead  of  increasing  it  one 
cent  it  is  only  one  half  a  cent. 

Q.  Then  your  profit  on  the  12  cents  was  one  half  a  cent  and  when  it  was  20^ 
cents  you  made  a  profit  of  a  cent  ?  A.  It  was  two  and  one  quarter  cents  on  the  12 
cents  duty  and  the  4  cents  advance  was  about  two  and  three  quarter  cents. 

Q.  And  the  rest  of  the  advance  is  your  expenses,  is  to  cover  expenses  ?  A.  It 
has  to  come  out  of  that  of  course. 

Q.  It  was  on  the  three  cents  advance  you  considered  that  about  two  and  one 
quarter  cents  ie  your  profit  ?  A.  Yes.  That  is  not  allowing  for  any  expense  of 
doing  business  if  you  figure  it  out.  You  put  down  25  cents  for  the  tobacco,  12  cents 
for  excise.  That  is  b7  cents  you  have  to  add  to  that  12  cents,  three  per  cent,  of  the 
cost  we  allow  on  the  whole  price  on  tobacco  to  our  customers  at  three  per  cent,  dis- 
count. We  pay  freight  from  Montreal  to  Toronto  and  the  freight  is  20  cents  per  100- 
lbs.,  and  then  you  don't  buy  tobacco  and  turn  it  out  the  same  day  you  buy  it,  I 
suppose  the  ordinary  holding  of  tobacco  in  stock  is  from  one  to  two  months.  These 
are  items  which  should  be  aaded  to  the  cost. 

Q.  I  understand  that  the  extra  cent  advance  is  what  you  consider  to  be  your 
legitimate  profit  on  account  of  the  extra  duty?  A.  It  was  a  little  lower  than  that, 
and  our  guild  thought  the  previous  advance  wasn't  adequate  at  all. 

Q.  The  three  cents  advance  wasn't  as  good  a  thing  to  you  as  the  4  cents  ad- 
vance? A.  1.N0  it  was'nt.  I  am  not  posted  on  the  details  of  the  price  because  I  am 
not  a  salesman.  On  22nd  July,  I  think,  black  tobaccos  were  22^  cents  per  pound 
in  bond  and  bright  tobaccos  were  26  cents  per  pound  in  caddies.  Continuing,  the 
next  i-nbject  that  the  guilds  attracted  our  attention  to  was  the  question  of  discounts 
and  terms.  One  of  the  things  that  we  felt  was  most  important  for  all  branches  of 
trade  was,  that  credit  should  be  reduced  to  the  lowest  possible  teims.  We  regulate 
our  business  as  lar  as  credits  and  discounts  are  concerned,  on  a  basis  of  4  months  on 
certain  classes  of  general  groceries,  and  60  days  on  sugar  and  other  things,  of  course, 
net  cash.  We  allow  a  discount  of  one  and  one  half  per  cent,  in  15  days,  on  60  days' 
goods,  and  three  per  cent  within  15  days  on  4  months'  goods,  that  was,  if  you  call  it 
80,  the  next  combine  we  had.  The  only  other  combine  that  the  guilds  have  made  is 
that  which  is  now  agitating  the  country. 
By  Mr.  Bam  (  Wentworth)  ; 

Q.  I  suppose  you  heard  Childs  on  that,  did  you  ?  A.  Yes  ;  his  evidence  was 
pretty  clearly  and  fairly  given. 

Q.  Can  you  add  anything  to  his  evidence  ?  A.  I  don't  know  further  than  this. 
I  wish  it  to  be  clearly  understood  by  yourselves  and  the  public  the  nature  and 
justice  of  the  position  we  occupy  in  regaid  to  that  article.  I  have  explained  to  you 
that  it  takes  4  per  cent,  to  do  our  business.  We  have  to  sell  sugars  and  other  goods, 
and  we  are  as  frequently  making  bad  debts  with  sugars  as  with  anything  else.  If 
you  will  figure  up  the  advance  on  granulated  sugar  and  white  sugars,  which  are  the 
only  sugars  on  which  there  is  any  combination,  you  will  find  that  our  profits  on  the 
average   price  of  sugars   will   not  exceed   the  actual  expenses    on  doing  business. 
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When  we  proposed  this  arrangement  for  the  sale  of  granulated  sugar,  we  settled  it 
amongst  ourselves  that  the  proper  way  would  be  to  ask  no  more  on  this  article,  as 
it  was  a  leading  article  of  consumption,  than  what  would  pay  the  actnal  expense  of 
handling  the  goods.  At  the  present  moment  that  is  all  we  receive.  We  do  not  get 
the  expense  of  handling  yellow  sugar.  Mr.  Childs  has  told  you  that  the  average 
consumption  of  the  country  is  2  barrels  of  yellow  to  one  of  white.  At  the  present 
moment  we  are  not  getting  an  average  of  more  than  from  12J  to  15  cents  per  100 
pounds  on  yellow  sugars,  which  would  be  about  2  to  2J  per  cent.  Consequently,  wo 
bear  a  loss  on  yellow  sugar  of  about  2  per  cent.  If  yon  take  the  one  at  4  per  cent., 
and  the  other  two  at  2  per  cent.,  that  is  8  per  cent,  on  the  three,  or  about  2f  on  the 
whole  article.  So,  you  see,  we  are  losing  on  our  sales  of  sugar  at  the  present 
moment. 

Q.  The  only  other  question  that  would  interest  the  Committee  would  be  your 
views  of  qualities  as  compared  with  former  times;  say,  since  last  August  ?  A.  I 
think  I  see  very  little  difference  between  the  qualities  made  now  and  in  other  years. 
There  are  as  fine  sugars  made  now  as  ever,  rich  and  strong  grained;  but  the 
refiners  likewise  are  manufacturing  lower  grade  sugars  to  compete  with  raw  sugars. 
I  do  not  like  the  low  grade  sugars,  but  we  are  obliged  to  keep  them,  and  they  are 
made  to  meet  that  trade.  They  are  of  inferior  quality.  I  think  we  have  always 
had,  and  particularly  a  few  years  ago,  more  trouble  with  sticky  sugars.  Four  or 
five  years  ago  we  frequently  had  sugar  that  was  sticky,  heavy  and  utterly  unsale- 
able, especially  in  winter. 

Q.  The  low  grades  are  heavy  ?  A.  The  low  grades  are  especially  so,  but  others 
not  necessarily  so. 

By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  failures  in  Toionto,  in  the  wholesale  grocery  business, 
within  the  last  fifteen  years  ?    A.  Tea;  several. 

Q.  Say  10  years  ?  A.  Very  often  when  you  want  to  recollect  a  thing  of  the 
kind  you  cannot.  I  think  there  is  one.  I  think  Bryan,  Ewart  &  Murray  has 
occurred  within  10  years  ;  and  there  has  been  others.  1  do  not  think  it  wise  to 
mention  names  here;  but  there  have  been  others,  jobbers,  &c.  I  think  lean 
remember  several. 

Q.  General  wholesale  grocers?      A,  Yes. 

Q.  Who  were  they  ?  A.  One  man,  named  Adams,  failed  whom  we  were  inter- 
ested in.     Unless  I  am  interested  I  do  not  charge  my  mind  with  it. 

Q.  Is  not  Adams  a  flourishing  man  to-day  ?  A.  No;  he  is  manager  for  Smith 
&  Keighley.     Another  man  named  Burns  has  failed. 

Q.  They  were  liquor  merchants  ?    A.  You   mean   Adams  &   Burns.     No.    He 
was  strictly  a  wholesale  grocer. 
By  Mr.  Guillet ; 

Q.  Within  the  last  6  years  ?  A.  I  cannot  remember  any,  I  am  happy  to  say. 
I  am  very  much  pleased  to  say  that  the  grocery  trade  of  Toronto  is  in  a  position 
which  I  thick  is  due  to  care  and  the  management  of  business.  I  think  the  grocery 
trade  is  in  a  good  position,  and  I  am  happy   to   say  that  there   have  been  very  few 

failures.  ^       ,  .  ^. 

Q.  Are  your  profits  better  now  on  sugar  ?  A.  Yes.  On  white  sugars  they  are 
better.     They  are  about  2  per  cent,  all  round. 

Q.  You  have  not  made  a  larger  profit  than  before  ?  A.  Yes.  You  must  take 
into  consideration  the  question  of  advance  in  value.  Now,  take  for  instarce,  I  had 
very  little  doubt  in  my  own  mind  that  the  bulk  of  the  profits  in  that  btis, cess  had 
been  fair  enough  without  any  advance  in  sugar;  but  the  market  commerced  to 
advance  about  May.  and  it  has  gone  steadily  up  ever  since,  so  that  ii  has  been 
simply  impossible  but  the  refiners  should  make  profit. 

Q.  Y^u  would Totmake  much  profit  by  that?  A.  Yes.  On  what  we  had  on 
hand?  I  do  not  count  that.  My  experience  is,  that  you  never  "^^^^  ^"^^fyj^l"^ 
advance  because  you  lose  it  on  the  decline.     A  man   may  go    into  speculation   and 
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lose  nothing ;  but  I  do  not  believe  that  in  an  average  of  years  there  is  anything 
made  on  an  advance.  Last  year  there  was  a  profit  because  the  advance  took  place 
at  a  time  when  the  refiners  had  a  large  stock.  They  must  have  had  a  large  stock 
of  raw  sugar  on  hand  when  the  advance  began, 

Q.  They  had  lost  a  good  deal  on  a  decline?  A,  Yes.  For  several  years  it  was 
disastrous  I  believe,  we  bought  some  at  1 1  shillings  and  sixpence,  raw  sugars,  to 
Toronto,  and  we  have  bought  as  high  as  16  shillings.  There  was  an  advance  of  4 
shillings  and  sixpence,  or  to  put  it  in  percentage,  of  about  40  per  cent,  on  sugar, 
which  went  on  steadily  throughout  the  season.  They  are  not  so  high  now.  I 
believe  the  refiners  have  lost  a  good  deal  of  what  they  made  already.  Prices  are 
lower  now  by  about  2  shillings  on  the  100  lbs.  than  at  New  Year's. 

Q.  Is  there  aa  understanding  between  the  guild  and  the  refiner  about  selling 
to  them  only,  or  if  they  sell  to  others  it  is  at  an  advanced  price?  A,  There  is  a 
clear  and  distinct  understanding  that  they  are  to  sell  to  those  in  this  arrangement  at 
a  less  price  than  to  those  who  are  outside. 

Q.  That  you  admit  and  that  is  understood  ?  A.  There  is  no  doabt  about  that 
whatever. 

Q.  Beyond  that  understanding,  as  to  whom  they  will  sell  to,  is  there  an  un- 
derstaoding  among  themselves,  that  is  the  wholesale  men,  that  they  sell  at  uniform 
prices  also  ?     A .  Yes. 

Q.  Would  you  wish  this  Committee  to  understand  that,  under  these  circumstan- 
ces, you  have  not  as  a  guild  taken  advantage  of  this  position  to  take  more  than 
what  you  consider  a  reasonable  profit  ?  A.  I  only  ask  on  one  class  the  expense  of 
handling,  so  that  we  shall  not  be  at  an  absolute  loss  on  that  particular  grade.  We 
do  not  abk  a  profit  at  all.  Any  reasonable  man,  around  this  table  or  anywhere  else, 
will  see  the  justice  of  our  endeavoring  to  get  a  price  that  would  at  all  events  let  us 
out  without  loss  on  any  article  ;  and  what  I  would  like  to  impress  on  the  Committee 
is  the  injustice  that  would  have  been  done  by  the  refiners  expecting  us  to  distribute 
their  goods  without  renumerating  us  for  the  expense.  We  were  clear  and  distinct. 
We  made  the  proposition  that  we  would  be  very  glad  to  let  the  refiners  distribute 
to  the  tiade.  If  they  distribute  to  the  retail  trade,  there  is  no  reason  why  they 
should  not  distribute  to  the  public  generally.  If  there  is  not  the  three  divisions, 
the  manufacturer  to  the  wholesaler,  the  wholesaler  to  the  retailer  and  the  retailer 
to  the  public,  if  there  is  not  this,  there  is  no  reason  why  the  manufacturer 
should  not  do  his  business  with  the  consumer,  and  if  has  no  right  to  charge 
more  to  the  retailer  thaa  the  wholesaler,  he  has  no  right  to  charge  more 
to  the  consumer  than  to  anybody  else.  He  should  sell  a  few  pounds 
across  the  couoter  at  the  same  price  as  .'iOO  barrels.  If  that  is  followed 
to  its  conclusion,  that  must  be  expected.  I  think  we  have  not  acted  in 
that  way,  as  some  journals  have  stated,  and  scandalized  men  who  were  honest 
towards  the  public. 

Mr.  Bain  (Wentworth).  You  want  to  eome  into  the  field  of  politics  to  see 
how  these  things  are  looked  at. 

Witness,  Probably.  It  cannot  be  avoided,  as  we  are  sure  to  get  onesided 
views.  It  is  only  right  that  the  position  we  have  taken  should  be  known  as  one 
that  is  fairly  right,  and  that  it  is  not  to  take  from  the  public  one  fraction  more  than 
is  right,  I  think  the  public  is  satisfied  with  the  thing  generally.  There  is  not  a  dis- 
senting voice  in  Toronto.  Every  retail  house  in  Toronto  is  heartily  in  accord  with 
us,  and  the  same  throughout  the  country  generally,  and  I  think  we  have  pat  things 
on  a  better  and  more  satisfactory  basis  for  the  retail  and  wholesale  trade. 
By  Mr.  McKay  : 
Q,  It  fcUgars  were  sold  by  refiners  to  retailers  do  you  think  the  cost  to  the  con- 
sumer would  be  made  greater,  taking  the  average  of  bad  debts?  A.  The  consumer 
woald  get  the  goods  cheaper  if  the  wholesale  dealer  did  not  distribute  them. 

Q.  If  the  refiner  distributed  it  to  the  retailer  ?  A.  There  is  no  question  about 
it  thai  the  consumer  would  get  the  sugar  no  cheaper,  because  he  would  pay  the 
iuU  cost  of  distribution. 
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By  Mr.  Gilmor  : 
,  .   ^'  J°"  ^'■^  ^  benevolent  institution   then.     In  listening  to  your  statement,  the 
object  of  this  combination   seems  to  be  a  most   worthy  one,  but  in   all  the  arrange- 
ments you  have  fixed  a  price,  so  that  it  covers  all  your  expenses  and  losses  and  leaves 
what  you  call  a  reasonable  profit?     A.  That  is  on  tobaccos. 

Q.  Don't  you  make  anything  in  any  other  way  ?  1  was  going  on  to  say  that, 
as  to  a  wholesale  dealer,  you  considered  him  safe  if  he  sell  to  good  customers  only, 
but  after  all  there  is  no  risk  in  this  arrangement.  He  is  there  to  make  money. 
That  is  all  right  if  his  profits  are  reasonable,  but  how  much  do  you  coosider  a  fair 
profit  to  grow  rich  on  in  a  series  of  years  without  any  risk  at  all  ?  That  is  the  point. 
If  you  want  to  make  too  much  on  your  capital,  you  have  fixed  a  system  by  which 
you  could  become  very  rich  if  you  fixed  it  high  enough  ?    A.  Yes,  and  sold  enough. 

Q.  It  looks  to  me,  without  all  this  benevolent  intent,  that  the  gentlemen  of  the 
guild  are  perfectly  safe  under  all  circumstances  ?  A.  The  public  would  not  expect 
that  the  wholesale  merchants  would  do  business  for  honor  and  glory,  without  any  profit.. 

Q.  A  good  many  have  to,  and  are  not  protected  by  this  arrangement  ?  A. 
It  may  be. 


Charles  P.  H:fiBEKT  sworn. 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation  ?    A.  Wholesale  grocer,  Montreal. 

Q.  Tou  have  heard  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Childs  and  Mr.  Ince,  have  you  anything 
further  to  add  7  A.  No.  But  I  have  to  say  that  I  am  vice-president  of  the  Montreal 
Guild  and  I  fully  corroborate  Mr.  Childs'  evidence  and  also  that  which  our  president, 
Mr.  Ince,  has  given.  I  may  say  in  support  of  what  you  have  heard  from  these  two 
gentlemen,  that  before  this  sugar  agreement  was  entered  into,  this  article  was  sold 
at  ruinous  competition,  and  since  it  is  sold  at  a  fair  living  profit.  I  may  say  that 
this  guild  was  not  formed  for  the  purpose  of  advancing  the  cost  of  goods  to  the  con- 
sumer, but  properly  to  regulate  the  trade.  I  may  say  in  support  of  what  Mr.  Ince 
has  said  with  reference  to  the  cost  of  handling  goods,  that  our  firm  is  an  exceptional 
one  in  the  trade.  We  do  our  business  without  travellers.  There  are  very  few  firms  in 
this  Dominion  that  do  so  and  yet  the  handling  of  sugar  by  us  leaves  hardly  any 
profit.  Our  firm  sold  this  year  close  (I  have  not  the  figures  with  me)  between 
$275,000,  and  $300,000  worth  of  sugar.  The  prices  as  nearly  as  possible  were  as  fol- 
lows : —  One  third  whites,  on  which  we  would  yield  from  four  to  four  and  a  half 
per  cent. ;  two  thirds  of  yellows  on  which  we  would  yield  two  and  one  half  per 
cent,  at  the  utmost,  which  as  near  as  possible  shows  a  net  profit  of  one  and  one 
quarter  per  cent,  after  deducting  working  expenses,  which  I  have  already  stated  are 
less  to  us  than  the  general  trade  of  the  Dominion,  on  account  of  having  no  travellers. 
And  yet  from  this  very  small  profit  we  have  assumed  the  risk  of  bad  debts  like 
others.  So  yon  see,  gentlemen,  the  sugar  business  is  not  a  very  profitable  one.  If 
we  have  to  add  on  to  this  the  cost  of  travelling  expenses,  we  would  be  in  the  position 
of  our  confreres,  I  have  nothing  else  to  add,  except  that  if  you  desire  to  be  informed 
on  some  question  I  shall  be  happy  to  reply. 
By  Mr.  McKay  ; 

Q,  Are  the  wholesale  grocers  of  Montreal  associated  with  the  Board  of  Trade 
of  that  city  ?  A.  Yes,  the  wholesale  grocers  of  Montreal  are  a  branch  body  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  of  Montreal. 

Q,  There  is  no  object  in  having  them  associated  together.  It  is  merely  a  trade 
object  ?  A.  No ;  when  the  Wholesale  Grocers'  Association  of  Montreal  was  formed 
it  was  an  independent  body  and  I  was  one  of  those  who  worked  very  hard,  being  in 
the  Board  of  Trade,  to  have  this  body  come  in,  because  we  were  all  business  men  and 
I  thought  it  would  be  far  better  if  we  were  in  the  board  and  thereby  we  would  have  the 
use  of  the  Board  of  Trade  secretary.  The  minutes  would  be  properly  kept  and  every- 
thing be  in  better  order,  and  we  amalgamated  with  the  Board  of  Trade  some  time 
last  year. 
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Q.  You  have  heard  the  statement  made  by  Mr.  Paul  who  gave  evidence.  One 
of  his  statements  was  that  he  lost  $1,000  a  year  by  the  sale  of  sugar  by  having  to 
pay  additional  costs  to  the  refiners  ?  A.  I  do  not  think  Mr.  Paul,  according  to  that 
statement,  has  lost  anything. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  WentwortK)  : 

Q.  Do  your  retail  customers  complain  ?  A.  There  are  always  complainers,  but 
the  bulk  of  them  do  not.     They  are  delighted. 

Q .  Your  retail  customers  do  not  complain  about  this  arrangement,  as  a  rule  ? 
A.  No. 

Q.  But  some  of  them  do?  A.  Since  the  sugar  agreement  (Exhibit  4)  has  been 
arranged,  I  do  not  think  we  have  had  half  a  dozen.  They  are  all  satisfied.  They 
maintain  that  nobody  will  buy  less  than  they  do  now,  and  no  one  will  pay  more  than 
they  do  now.  Now  with  reference  to  Mr.  Paul .  As  I  said,  Mr.  Paul,  according  to 
this  arrangement,  has  lost  nothing,  because  since  the  formation  of  this  arrangement, 
the  retailers  have  advanced  their  prices  accordingly,  and  even  if  he  did  not,  I  hold 
from  the  best  authority  that  the  sugars  that  Mr.  Paul  sold  last  year  would  not  show 
a  loss,  even  by  his  own  statement,  of  over  $550. 
By  Mr.  McKay  .- 

Q.  That  is  according  to  his  statement  'f    A.  Yes ;  I  hold  upon  the  best  authority 
that  the  sugar  Mr.  Paul  handled  last  year  would  not  show  a  loss  of  over  $550. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  That  is  only  hearsay  ?     A.  I  will  give  you  the  proof  if  you  like. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  But  Mr.  Paul  says  he  lost  $1,000  ?    A.  I  maintain  that  even  with  the  arrange- 
ment, he  would  not  lose  over  $550. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  Do  you  admit  that  he  might  have  lost  that  ?  A.  He  might  have,  according 
to  his  own  statement. 

By  Mr.  Wood  (Westmoreland)  : 

Q.   He  might  have  paid  that  much  more  for  the  sugar  he  handled  than  if  he  was 
in  the  sugar  agreement  ?    A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  I  understand  the  reason  that  the  retailers  are  satisfied  with  the  agreement  is 
that  they  all  know  what  each  one  has  paid  for  his  sugar,  and  they  all  know  there  is 
no  undue  competition  amongst  them?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  they  charge  an  advance  sufficient  to  cover  the  increased  advance  which 
you  charge?  A.  Yes,  and  they  are  supposed  to  sell  at  about  the  same  price,  just 
like  ourselves, 

Q.  They  each  get  the  same  same  profit  all  round,  or  about  the  same.    A.  Yes. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  You  get  a  little  more  profit  and  the  retailer  gets  a  profit.  Who  pays  all 
these  profits?  A.  I  think  the  consumer  must  not  expect  the  trade  of  the  Dominion 
to  work  for  them  for  nothing. 

Q.  Please  answer  my  question  ?     A.  Consumers  pay  it,  certainly. 
By  Mr.  Quillet: 

Q.  You  say  your  net  profit  has  been  IJ  per  cent,  ?    A,  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  do  not  conduct  your  business  so  expensively  as  those  who  employ 
travellers  7    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  the  man  who  is  shut  out  of  the  guild  and  loses  the  discount  and  keeps 
travellers  too,  what  are  his  prospects  ?     A,  Well 

Q.  And  a  man  who  has  conscientious  objections  to  joining  the  guild  ?    A. 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  He  turns  his  attention  to  some  other  business  ?    A.  Yes,  to  some  other  busi- 
ness. 

By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  And  yet  he  is  doing  business,  is  he  not  ?    A,  The  object  of  the  guild  is  not 
to  boycott,  but  the  sugar  business  was  done  on  a  very  unsound  basis  and  we 
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approached  the  refiners  and  told  them  :  "  Gentlemen,  we  have   been   handling   your 
goods  at  a  loss,  and  we  think  if  you  could  do  something  for  us  to  the  extent  of  J  of  a 
cent  per  lb  on  15  barrel  lots,  we  think  we  might  be  able  to  handle  your  sugars  then." 
By  the  Ohairman  : 

Q.  Did  your  Dominion  Guild  try  to  induce  the  refiners  not  to  sell  at  any  price ; 
to  refuse  to  sell  altogether  to  those  men  who  would  not  sign  the  agreement  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  ?    A.  We  have  no  contract  with  the  refiners. 

Mr.  W.  W.  LooKERBT. — There  was  such  a  motion . 

Witness  —  I  think  last  summer  a  delegation  came  from  the   West  and   such   a 
proposition  was  made  but  it  was  not  carried. 
By  Mr.  McDougall  (Cape  Breton)  : 

Q.  In  regard  to  yellow  sugars,  is  there  no  understanding  among  the  guild  as  to 
the  advance  to  be  charged,  or  is  it  confined  to  white  sugars?  A.  Confined  to  white 
sugars . 

By  the  Ohairman  : 

Q.  I  see  by  the  minutes  that  at  a  meeting  at  which  Mr.  Hebert  was  present  it 
was  moved,  seconded  and  unanimously  carried,  "That  the  refiners  be  asked  to  refuse 
to  sell  white  sugars  to  non-combiners  to  the  sugar  agreement."  (Exhibit  24.)  A. 
That  was  a  delegation  that  came  down  from  the  west. 

Q.  Tou  have  stated  that  you  did  not  attempt  to  boycott  ?  A.  I  was  present  at 
the  meeting,  but  I  was  not  called  upon  to  vote.     I  was  chairman  of  the  meeting. 

Q.  It  states  that  it  was  carried  unanimously.  Did  you  give  your  protest  against 
it  ?    A.  But  the  first  proposition 

The  Chairman. — A  similar  resolution  was  carried  at  another  meeting,  but  the 
refiners  refused  to  agree  to  it.     (Exhibit  24.) 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  Are  you  a  dealer  in  liq[Uors  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Is  there  any  arrangement  for  maintaining  the  prices  between  you  and  the 
wholesale  agents  ?    A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  No  liquor  of  any  kind  ?  A.  Yes,  I  think  there  is  a  combination  price  fixed 
by  the  agents  upon  De  Boucher's  brandy.  The  agent  came  to  as  and  got  us  to  sign  an 
agreement  by  which  we  were  to  sell  at  a  fixed  price. 

Q.  And  if  you  did  not  agree  to  that?    A.  Well,  we  could  not  buy  it. 

Q.  If  you  would  sell  it  otherwise?    A.  We  do  not  expose  ourselves. 

Q.  Any  vinegar?    A.   No. 

Q.  De  Kuyper's  gin  ?  A.  There  is  a  combination  between  the  dealers  them- 
selves, but  the  agent  has  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

Q.  The  difference  between  that  and  brandy  is  that  the  price  of  brandy  is  fixed 
by  the  agent  for  you  ?  A.  Yes.  The  agent  came  to  us  and  asked  us  to  sign  a  sell- 
ing price  agreement. 

Q.  Is  there   no   whiskey   or  any  other  agreement  ?     A.  Yes  ;  we  are  selling 
whiskey  under  a  combination  among  ourselves. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Is  it  among  the  members  of  the  association  ?    A;  The  Grocers'  Association 
has  nothing  to  do  with  it.     It  is  a  combination  that  we  have  got  among  ourselves 
and  the  agents  selling  the  liquors.     We  got  the   documents  signed,  agreeing  to  sell 
whiskey  at  a  fixed  price. 
By  Mr.  Landry  : 

Q.  Is  there  any  other  article  in  your  business  on  which  you  are  parties  to  a 
combination  ?  A.  Yes  there  are  several  little  combinations,  but  I  do  not  remember 
any  others  that  are  fixed  by  the  grocers';  I  think  the  others  are  fixed  by  the  manu- 
facturers. 

By  the  Chairman :  , .    ^.      „    ,    v 

Q.  Have  you  adhered  to  the  prices  of  the  sugar  combination  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  deal  in 'pickles?  A.  Yes;  we  have  Crosse  &  Blackwell's,  Morton's 
«nd  other  kinds. 
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Q.  Is  there  a  fixed  price?     A.   On  Crosse  &  Blaokwell's  the  price  is  made  by 
the  agent.     On  Morton's  also  the  price  is  made  by  the  agent. 
Q.  Any  other  mixed  pickles  ?     A.  Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 
Q.  What  is  the  nature  of  that  agreement?     A.   That  we  are  to  sell  at  a  fixed 

Q.   And  if  you  violate  that  agreement  they  will  refuse  to  sell  to  you,  will  they? 
A.  The  arrangement  was  made  that  we  were  to  sell  at  a  fixed  price. 
By  Mr.  McKay : 
Q.  Crosse  &  Blackwell's  and   Morton's  are  both  foreign  made  pickles,  are  they 

not?     A.   Yes. 

By  Mr.  Boyle : 
Q.  That  combination  then  is  outside  of  the  association  altogether  ?     A,    Yes. 


W.  W.  LooKERBr,  of  Kirk,  Lockerby  &  Co.,  wholesale  grocers,  Montreal,  sworn.^ 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Have  you  any  further  facts  to  lay  before  the  Committee,  Mr.  Lockerby  ?  A- 
I  have  no  statement  to  make,  as  the  statements  of  those  who  preceded  me  cover  the 
ground  pretty  well. 

By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 

Q.  Did  any  member  of  the  Montreal  Eetail  Grocers'  Association  ever  call  on 
you,  as  secretary  of  the  Montreal  Wholesale  Grocers'  Association,  to  have  his  name 
placed  on  the  sugar  agreement?  A.  Yes;  Mr  John  Eobertson,  while  I  was  acting 
secretary  of  the  Montreal  Wholesale  Grocers'  Association,  called  on  me  and  asked  me 
the  question  :  "  Mr.  Lockerby,  what  must  I  do  to  get  into  this  agreement—this  sugar 
arraigement  ?  "  And  I  told  him  that  I  had  no  authority  to  place  his  name  on  the 
agreement,  but  if  he  could  show  me  that  he  had  been  a  regular  customer  of  the 
refiners,  I  would  bring  his  case  before  the  meeting,  and  no  doubt  he  would  be  entitled 
to  the  benefits  of  the  agreement. 
By  Mr.  Landry  : 

Q.  That  is  Mr.  John  Robertson  who  has  been  a  witness  here  ?     A.    Yes. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  He  was  very  anxious  to  get  inside  the  ring?  A.  It  is  not  a  ring,  but  simply 
an  agreement. 

By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  You  laid  his  name  before  the  meeting?  A.  No;  because  he  gave  me  no 
evidence. 

By  Mr.  Wood  (Westmoreland)  : 

Q.  Did  any  member  of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  J,  A.  Matthewson  &  Co.,  ever  express  to 
you  that  they  desired  a  combination  price  fixed  on  the  article  of  granulated  sugar  ? 
A.  Yes,  sir.  That  was  Mr.  William  Matthewson,  son  of  the  head  of  the  firm.  Ahout 
two  or  three  weeks  before  the  sugar  agreement  came  into  operation,  or  before  any- 
one knew  that  such  an  agreement  could  be  a  fixed  fact,  Mr.  Matthewsen  met  me  one 
morning  going  into  the  Montreal  Post  Office.  He  said  :  "  Lockerby,  when  are  you 
coming  down  ?  "  I  said  :  "  As  soon  as  I  get  my  mail?"  He  then  said:  "  I  will 
wait  until  you  come  out  and  I  will  go  down  with  you."  When  we  came  to  the  side- 
walk he  said  to  me  :  "  Well,  are  you  ever  going  to  get  this  sugar  business  fixed  ?  " 
I  said  :  '•  We  expect  to  get  it  fixed  some  time."  He  then  said :  "  If  ever  you  do  " — I 
do  noc  wish  to  repeat  the  oath  which  he  used,  but  he  said — "  if  ever  you  do  we  are 
going  in  and  we  are  going  to  keep  it."  Then  when  the  Dominion  Guild  was  called 
a  few  weeks  later  at  the  Windsor  Hotel,  the  question  was  discussed  as  to  who  was 
likely  to  go  into  this  arrangement  or  to  oppose  it.  Some  one  asked  how  about  the 
firm  of  Messrs.  J.  A.  Matthewson  &  Co.  Of  course  I  had  every  reason  to  believe 
when  one  of  the  firm  seemed  anxious  to  have  an  agreement,  and  I  said :  "  That  they 
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were  going  into  it  and  would  keep  it."    I  therefore  told  the  meeting  that  the  firm 
of  J.  A.  MatthewBon  &  Co.  were  going  to  join. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Mr.  MatthewBon  was  examined  and  asked  some  qnestions,  which  he 
answered,  and  he  said  he  approved  of  going  into  the  combination  to  sell  not  less 
than  a  certain  price,  but  positively  refused  going  into  a  combination  which  would 
prevent  anybody  else  from  sellirg  at  the  same  price  ?  A.  Mr.  Matthewson  testified 
that  he  never  had  expressed  a  desire  to  anyone. 
By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 

Q.  Do  you  know,  if  when  Wills  called  upon  Matthewson  &  Company  to  obtain 
their  signature  to  the  sugar  agreement,  which  of  the  members  of  the  firm  you  met 
on  that  occasion  ?  A.  We  met  Messrs.  William  Matthewson  and  Simon  Matthewson, 
members  of  the  firm,  and  both  seemed  highly  pleased  that  such  an  arrangement  had 
been  brought  about.  William  Matthewson  then  said :  "  You  will  have  to  see  the  old 
man  about  getting  him  to  sign,  but  if  he  does  not  sign  it,  I  will  see  that  it  is  signed." 
By  Mr.  Bam  {Wentworth)  : 

Q.  They  declined   to  sign  without  the  father's  consent?    A.   He  made  the 
statement  that  if  the  father  would  not  consent  that  they  would  sign. 
By  Mr.  Wisher  : 

Q.  It  was  signed,  was  it  ?    A.  Not  by  them. 


W.  H.  GiLLABD  (Hamilton),  wholesale  grocer,  of  the  firm  of  W.  H.  Gillard  & 
Company,  President  of  the  Hamilton,  London  and  Brantford  Wholesale  Grocers' 
Guild,  sworn : 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  do  yon  know  about  this  matter  ?  A.  Of  course,  I  have  heard  state- 
ments made  by  gentlemen  that  have  preceded  me.  After  the  very  full  way  by  which 
the  foremost  men  of  the  guild  as  to  its  objects  and  its  workings; — after  you  have 
heard  the  statement  by  Mr.  Ince  it  is  quite  unnecessary  for  me  to  go  over  the  ground 
again  any  further  than  to  corroborate  che  statement  tuat  Mr.  Ince,  President  of  tii» 
Dominion  Guild,  has  made  with  regard  to  the  profits  that  grocers  have  made  on 
sugars  and  the  expenses  necessary  in  order  to  run  the  business.  I  certainly  think 
that  he  has  not  over-estimated  the  cost  of  selling  goods.  We,  of  course,  felt  that 
there  was  a  necessity  of  some  arrangement  whereby  there  should  be  no  loss  upon  the 
sale  of  sugar.  We  finally,  after  a  great  many  meetings,  decided  to  solicit  the  whole- 
sale trade,  the  result  of  which  you  know.  We  got  about  85  out  of  87  of  the  wholesale 
men  in  this  country  on  that  list.  I  may  say  as  far  as  jobbers  go,  the  objection  to 
their  coming  on  the  list  came  not  from  the  wholesale  trade,  but  it  was  brought  about 
by  the  retailers,  almost  in  a  body,  objecting  to  our  selling  men  who  are  in  the  business 
of  jobbing  and  retailing,  inasmuch  as  they  felt  that  it  was  unfair  to  them  that  the 
jobber  and  retailer  doing  the  combined  business  should  be  in  a  position  to  buy  sugar 
lower  than  the  members ;  it  was  unfair.  I  find  scarcely  one  but  who  approves  of  the 
principle  involved  in  that  agreement.  They  all  knew  before  that  we  were  selling 
goods  for  nothing,  and  our  object  which  is  not  an  unreasonable  one,  was  to  cover  tha 
cost  of  handling  goods;  I  believe  that  the  first  to  object  to  our  selling  sugars  was^ 
l£r.  Lightbound.  This  gentleman  while  in  Toronto  told  me  personally  that  unlesa- 
some  arrangement  was  entered  into  whereby  a  profit  could  be  obtained  in  sugars,  he- 
would  go  out  of  the  tobacco  agreement  and  guild  altogether.  I  may  say  that  one  oS 
the  great  incentives  that  we  had  in  arriving  at  this  arrangement  and  the  sugar 
agreement  was  fearing  that  he  might  go  out  of  the  guild  which  would  be  most  un- 
desirable. I  may  say  to  show  the  effect  of  this  combination  on  the  price  of  sugar,  I 
find  on  looking  over  my  books  for  some  years  back  after  the  year  1878  that  the  differ- 
ence in  the  average  profit  on  raw  and  granulated  sugar  was  for  that  year  (1878)  1-89 
a  Bound.  The  average  difference  between  the  price  of  raw  sugar  and  granulated  sugar 
was  1-89 ;  and  for  the  year  1887,  up  to  about  1888  was  about  IJ  cent  per  pound, 
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showing  that  the  diflPerence  between  the  prices  of  our  granulated  sugar  was  more  in 
1878  than  it  was  in  1887  and  this  year.  Then  again  it  has  been  stated  that  the 
eugars  were  never  so  high  or  so  poor  as  they  are  at  present.  I  believe  that  was 
given  in  evidence  here  the  other  day.  I  find,  gentlemen,  in  1878  that  the  average 
price  of  granulated  sugar  was  9  cents,  in  1883  itjwas  9'90  and  in  1885,  8*90  and  so  on, 
showing  that  to-day  the  prices  are  from  20  to  35  per  cent.  less  than  these  years. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  did  you  say  in  1883  and  1886  the  average  price  was?  A.  1878  to 
1883, 9  cents ;  in  1881, 990  ;  for  1883, 890,  and  at  present  7J,  showing  that  the  price  to- 
day is  from  20  to  35  per  cent,  less  than  it  was  in  those  years. 

Q.  Give  us  the  price  for  granulated  again  ?  A.  In  1878, 9  cents;  in  1881,  9-90;  in 
1883,  8-90 ;  in  1885,  it  was  6-55 ;  in  1887,  it  was  6-76 ;  in  1888  it  was  7-25.  Then  with 
regard  to  the  qualities  of  the  sugars,  gentlemen,  I  have  been  in  the  grocery  trade  a 
long  time  and  I  say  that  the  qualities  of  sugars  as  turned  out  to-day  are  not  inferior 
to  what  they  have  been  in  these  years  before,  in  the  past.  There  are  low  grades  of 
yellow  turned  out  to  meet  the  pressing  demand  for  cheap  sugars  made  upon  the 
wholesale  trade,  and  a  very  low  grade  of  sugar  has  been  turned  out  containing  pos- 
sibly too  much  syrup,  more  syrup  than  they  should,  but  I  don't  know  after  all  that 
they  are  any  worse  than  the  sugars  we  formerly  got.  I  know  before  the  combina- 
tion started  at  all  we  got  the  lower  grades  of  sugars  very  hard  and  almost  impossible 
to  get  out  of  the  barrels. 
By  Mr.  McKay  : 

Q.  Where  did  you  get  this  ?    A.  From  the  same  people.    I  know  this  that  the 
present  faults  might  be  too  much  syrup,  but  they  are  not  as  gummy. 
By  Mr.  Landry  : 

Q.  What  was  the  date  of  your  first  organization,  about  what  year  7  A.  I  just 
forget  the  year. 

Q.  It  was  about  1884  ?    A.  So  Mr.  Wallace  says. 

Q.  Bat  previous  to  that  I  suppose  there  were  understandings  such  as  with 
regard  to  sugars  and  what  you  would  call  pickle  men  or  match  men.  There  were 
understandings  to  sell  at  given  prices,  were  there  not  ?  That  was  the  wholesale 
trade  ?     A.  No ;  there  was  no  arrangement. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  these  things  have  all  developed  since  1884  ?  A^ 
Since  1884.  We  formed  no  arrangements  such  as  that  prior  to  that,  although  mer- 
chants in  different  cities  agreed  among  themselves  to  sell  at  certain  prices,  bat  that 
was  a  verbal  thing. 

Q.  That  was  an  upderstood  thing  for  years  ?  A.  It  was,  but  it  didn't  work  out 
because  the  arrangement  in  the  city  of  Hamilton  would  be  found  to  be  impracticable 
because  the  city  of  Toronto  would  not  agree  to  the  same  thing.  We  therefore  found 
it  did  not  work  out,  and  then  we  formed  into  organizations  or  assooiations  and  these 
associations  wei-e  formed  into  a  central  guild  by  which  we  were  able  to  bring  our 
grievances  together  and  talk  it  all  over  in  the  association,  and  therefore  arrived  at  a 
.satisfactory  solution. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  WentwortK)  : 

Q.  You  began  that  organization  about  1884?    A.  YeSi 


H.  W.  Sbwell,  of  Sewell  Bros.,  Grocers  and  Wine  Merchants,  Hamilton,  sworn. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Are  you  a  wholeeale  dealer  ?    A.  No,  retail.     We  do  jobbing  in  wines  and 
"iiqaors  that  is  all . 

Q.  Belong  to  the  guild  ?    A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Fis%er : 
Q.  Do  yoa  belong  to  the  Eetailers'  Association  ?  A.  No,  I  don't.  I  used  to  take 
a  very  active  part  in  the  Wholesale  Grocers'  Association  at  one  time,  but  we  could, 
never  keep  together,  bo  it  fell  through. 
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Q.  The  whole  association  fell  through  ?    A.  At  that  time  7 
Q.  Yes?    A.    1  believe  there  has   been  one  formed  since,  but  I  have   not 
heard  anything  of  it.     I  haven't  heard  anything  about  it,  but  I  know  it  has  been. 

Q;  What  is  the  reason  the  association  fell  through  ?    A.  I  don't  know.     We 
never  could  keep  together. 

Q.  The  grocers  would  not  keep  together  ?    A,  No. 

By  the  Chairman ; 
Q.  Have  you  any  statements  especially  to  make  before  the  Committee,  Mr. 
Sewell?  A.  Nothing  particularly  ;  only  I  am  very  much  in  accord  with  the  working 
of  the  guild,  our  business  has  been  carried  on  with  less  anxiety  than  it  was  before  and 
it  is  probably  more  profit  to  u«,  we  make  a  little  more  profit. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  In  what  respect  is  it  a  gain  to  you  7    A.  I  think  it  has  been  a  regulator  of 
retail  trade.     The  retail  trade  of  Hamilton  has  been  much  cut  up  and  it  is  the  same 
>in  other  places.    Prior  to  that  agreement  we  were  selling  sugar  at  cost  or  even  leas 
than  cost. 

By  Mr.  Guillet: 
Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  has  it  not  been  the  custom  ever  since  you  can  remember 
^that  the  retailers  would  sell  sugar  at  cost  ?    A.  We  try  to  make  something  out  of  it, 
but  there  is  a  very  small  profit. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  Why  do  retailers  sell  sugar  if  they  have  to  sell  it  below  cost  ?    I  don't  kno'vv, 
I  can't  explain  that.    They  will  do  it. 

Q.  It  requires  explanation,  because  it  is  a  most  extraordinary  state  of  affairs.    I 
am  willing  to  accept  any  explanation  you  will  give,  but  gentlemen  that  come  here 
from  the  country  and  tell  us  that  they  don't  like  doing  business  at  a  loss,  I  think  this 
^requires  some  explanation  as  to  why  they  sell  it  below  cost  and  at  a  loss?    A.  I  can- 
not give  pny  explanation  for  it,  only  it  is  clear  that  it  has  been  sold. 

Q.  We  want  to  get  reasons  from  these  gentlemen  who  say  it  has  been  sold  at  a 
iloBS?    A.  In  many  cases  it  is  an  inducement  to  sell  below  cost. 

Q.  The  retailers  then  have  been  selling  sugar  at  a  loss  for  the  sake  of  selling 
other  goods?    A*  It  has  been  done  I  believe  in  that  way  sometimes. 

Q.  Under  this  arrangement  they  can  give  tea  with  that  and  sell  sugar  at  a  pro- 
fit too?    A.  Previous  to  this  combination  tea  was  made  an  article  of  profit. 

Q.  1  asked  you  whether  now  ihey  can  sell  sugar  at  a  profit  ?    A.  They  can. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentioorth}  : 
Q.  It  is  a  part  of  your  arrangement  not  to  cut  on  these  figures  7     A.  I  have  no 
-arrangement  at  all,  being  in  the  retail  trade. 

Q.  The  wholesale  dealers  do  not  impose  any  restrictions  on  you  ?  None  what- 
ever. 

Q.  You  are  at  liberty  to  sell  as  you  please  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  do  yon  account  for  the  preventing  of  the  cutting  of  rates  7  A.  I  think 
a  great  many  wholesale  dealers  before  this  guild  would  go  into  the  retail  merchant's 
place  and  find  out  what  quantities  of  the  goods  he  wanted  and  he  might  require  teas, 
and  he  might  make  use  of  the  cutting  of  the  sugars  in  order  to  sell  teas. 

Q.  The  wholesaler  would  oflfer  him  the  inducement  of  lower  rates.    Now  you 
all  buy  at  a  uniform  rate  except  on  increased  quantities  7    A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  McKay  : 
Q.  The  intention  I  presume,  Mr.  Sewell,  was  to  convince  the  customer  that  he 
would  get  his  goods  cheap,  to  convince  the  retailer  that  the  rest  ot  his  goods  were  as 
cheap  as  his  sugars  7    A.  I  presume  so. 

Q.  Just  the  same  as  the  retailer  would  impress  a  farmer  that  he  was  selling  his 
goods  cheaper  by  giving  him  a  pound  more  sugar  for  the  dollar. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  Coming  back  to  the  arrangement  between  the  wholesaler  and  the  retailer  it 
has  put  a  stop  to  those  efforts  to  reduce  the  price  of  sugar,  it  has  put  a  stop  to  the 
oatting  of  rates  I  understand  you  to  aay  ?    A.  Yea. 
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Q.  And  that  has  fixed  a  uniform  price  at  which  you  purchaee  the  sugar  ?  A. 
Tee,  absolutely. 

Q.  Except  as  to  smaller  or  larger  quantities  ?    A.  Xes, 

Q.  And  you  think  that  is  the  reason  that  has  stopped  the  retailer  from  cutting  T 
A.  I  do. 

-By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  get  better  profits  than  before  ?    A,  We  make  now  about  J  a  cent. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  You  said  that  formerly  sugar  was  sold  for  the  sake  of  selling  other  goods. 
Do  you  sell  less  other  goods  now  in  consequence  of  this  agreement  ?    A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  this  change  in  the  arrangements  for  selling  sugar  has  not 
interfered  with  your  other  trade  ?    A.  I  do  not  think  so. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  How  do  you  sell  granulated  ?    A.  Twelve  pounds  for  a  dollar. 

Q.  What  is  the  highest  price  you  paid  for  granulated?    A.  7f  cents. 

Q.  And  you  sold  12  pounds  for  a  dollar  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  make  a  very  good  profit  ?  A.  I  sold  other  goods  with  the  sugar.  I 
just  had  a  look  at  my  receipt  book  before  I  came  away  and  I  found  that  in  1886  the- 
price  was  from  6J  to  7  cents  and  in  1887  &^^  to  7 J  cents,  I  think  it  has  had  a  ten- 
dency to  stop  the  cutting  of  prices.  I  know  that  previous  to  this  you  could  hardly 
pick  up  a  paper  but  what  you  would  see  an  advertisement  advertising  14  or  15 
pounds  for  a  dollar.     That  was  the  way  prices  were  cut. 

Q.  How  would  this  make  much  difference  ?  A.  Since  then  I  have  not  noticed 
any  cutting. 

Q.  But  this  agreement  was  among  the  wholesalers  and  did  not  bind  the  retail- 
ers ?  A.  One  grocer  gets  a  little  the  better  of  another  grocer  in  buying  other  goods. 
By  getting  it  \  cent  cheaper  he  was  enabled  to  cut. 

Q.  But  now  if  the  price  goes  up  and  a  man  had  a  big  stock  could  he  not  still  do 
the  cutting  business?    A.  He  has  a  perfect  right  to  sell  at  any  price  he   wants  to. 
JBy  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  ; 

Q.  How  is  it  with  respect  to  other  goods,  Mr.  Sewell,  that  we  have  been  discuss- 
ing here  ?  A.  As  far  as  tobacco  is  concerned  we  do  very  little  business.  We  do  a 
very  large  business  in  liquors. 

Q.  Tobacco  does  not  affect  your  business  personally  ?    A.  No. 

Q.  How  is  it  in  respect  to  liquors  ?  A.  We  have  not  entered  into  any  combi- 
nation. 

Q.  You  have  never  been  asked  ?    A.  No. 

Q.  How  about  pickles,  biscuits,  &c.  ?  A.  We  have  imported  Crosse  &  Black- 
well's  pickles  and  we  sell  them  at  the  same  price  that  the  grocers  do.  Sometimes 
we  have  a  little  bit  of  jobbing  trade,  a  little  chance  like  that,  and  I  have  sold  them 
less  than  3^. 

Q.  They  expect  you  not  to  sell  lower  than  their  wholesale  rates  ?    A.  No. 

Q.  Are  you  bound  to  that?    A.  I  am  not. 

Q.  It  is  an  understanding  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  is  it  in  the  matter  of  biscuits  ?  A.  There  is  no  combination  that  I 
know  of. 

<J.  You  purchase  as  you  please  ?    A.  Yes. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  But  there  is  a  uniform  price  list?    A.  They  send  us  their  price  list.    When 
flour  goes  down  or  up  price  of  oiscuits  changes. 
By  Mr.  Bain  {Wentworth)  : 

Q.  You  are  quoting  uniform  prices  from  the  largest  biscuit  manufacturers  for 
certain  grades ?  A.  There  are  regular  prices^  but  I  do  not  know  whether  they 
have  entered  into  any  combination. 

Q.  Biut  their  prices  are  uniform  ?    A.  I  do  not  say  that. 

Q.  Bat  for  certain  quantities?    A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 
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By  Mr.  Quillet : 
Q.  Do  you  get  the  price  list  of  any  firms  ?    A.  I  know  that  the  firm  we  are 
dealing  with  are  higher  than  any  others. 

^    Q.  Tou  know  that  they  are  higher.    Then  you  must  have   seen  the  prices  of 
other  firms?    A.  I  have  seen  the  quotations  of  other  firms.     I  deal  with  them 
because  their  biscuits  are  of  better  quality. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  You  could  afford  to  pay  a  little  more  for  the  grade  of  goods  ?    A,  Yes. 


Edgar  A.  Wills,  Secretary  of  the  Dominion  Wholesale  Grocers'  Guild,  sworn. 

By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  We  would  like  to  hear  somewhat  of  the  history  of  this  sugar  arrangement 
from  the  records  which  I  see  you  have  here.  You  have  the  minutes  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  guild  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  We  will  take  up  the  question  of  sugar  first.  Can  you  give  us  what  minutes 
relate  to  sugar  ?  A.  Minute  of  the  20th  November,  1885,  says  that  at  a  meeting 
held  in  the  city  of  Toronto,  the  question  of  granulated  sugar  came  up.  "  The 
desirability  of  fixing  a  maximum  profit  fully  discussed  but  no  conclusion  arrived  at." 
Q.  That  is  with  reference  to  granulated  sugar  ?  A.  Yes.  At  Kingston  on 
April  30th,  1886,  "  Mr.  Fenwick,  of  Kingston,  asked  if  any  combined  action  had 
been  taken  with  regard  to  sugars  and  the  president  explained  the  matter  very  fully, 
and  after  a  general  conversation  and  an  explanation  from  Mr.  Lockerby,  of  Mont- 
real, as  to  how  the  combination  was  worked  in  the  city  ot  Boston  and  the  New 
England  States,  it  is  agreed  that  the  subject  should  be  again  considered  at  the  after- 
noon session."  At  the  afternoon  session  of  the  same  meeting  the  question  of 
granulated  sugar  was  again  considered  and  it  was  moved,  seconded  and  carried: 
"  That  this  meeting  desires  to  aflttrm  the  principle  that  sugars  should  not  be  sold  at 
or  nearly  cost  as  they  are  at  present,  and  to  urge  that  arrangements  should  at  once 
be  entered  into  by  the  wholesale  grocers  of  the  cities  of  Montreal,  Kingston  and  the 
west,  under  which  all  sugars  in  quantities  of  less  than  50  barrels  shoald  be  sold  at  a 
uniform  minimum  advance,  of  say  |  cent  on  Montreal  refiners'  prices  per  car  load 
lots,  and  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  each  of  the  local  gailds  for  an 
expression  of  opinion  thereon  at  the  earliest  possible  date."  At  a  meeting  held  in 
the  city  of  Toronto  on  Ist  March,  1887,  "  after  briefly  referring  to  the  preliminary 
document  that  had  been  forwarded  to  the  different  secretaries  bearing  on  the  sugar 
question  and  the  desirability  of  some  prooipt  action  being  taken  to  remedy  the 
evils  existing  in  the  sale  of  sugars,  declared  the  meeting  open  in  due  form  for  business." 

"  Secretary  Lockerby,  of  the  Montreal  Guild,  presented  sugar  documents  signed 
by  all  but  two  ot  the  Montreal  dealers. 

"  Secretary  Wills,  of  the  Toronto  Guild,  signed  by  all  the  trade  but  one  house. 

"President  Gillard,  of  the  Hamilton,  London  and  Brantford  Guilds,  explained  the 
absence  of  the  document  and  promised  to  have  it  signed  and  forwarded  to  the  secre- 
tary.   He  stated  that  all  in  Hamilton  would  sign  and  also  in  Brantford. 

"Mr.  Cleghom  would  see  and  get  the  signatures  for  London. 

"Mr.  Sutherland  believed  the  Kingston  merchants  would  all  sign. 

"  Mr.  Kelso  believed  that  his  firm  would  sign  it. 

"  The  president  reported  having  seen   the  refiners.     He  was  satisfied  that  they 

would  cordially  assist.  ,    .   ,    j       tv  tit 

"  Mr.  Childs  and  Mr.  Hubert  referred    to  interviews  they  had   had  with  Mr. 

Drummond. 

"Mr,  Hebert's  was  the  most  recent  interview  and  he  (Mr.  Hebert)  was  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  the  trade  could  rely  on   the  active  co-operation    of    the  refiners. 

'«  Mr.  Lockerby  had  interviewed  Mr.  Harris,  of  the  Moncton  Refinery,  and  they 
would  also  be  in  accord.    He  believed  the  same  could  be  said  of  Halifax. 
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"  Mr.  Bristol,  of  Hamilton,  called  the  attention  of  the  meeting  to  the  fact  that 
already  87  per  cent,  of  the  trade  had  signed  the  document." 

The  Chaibman. — ^The  sugar  agreement  here  is  the  same  as  the  one  put  in  in 
evidence. 

"  Adjourned  meeting,  Wednesday,  the  2nd  of  March,  1887,  in  Toronto.  What 
is  to  be  SBked  of  the  refiners  ? 

"After  discussing  the  many  important  features  of  the  question,  the  following  in 
the  order  named  was  decided  upon  as  alike  reasonable  in  the  best  interests  of  the 
trade  and  of  the  manufacturers : 

"  1.  Would  you  be  willing  to  farnisBT  prices  each  Saturday,  as  mentioned  in 
agreement? 

"  2.  If,  after  the  trade  has  been  canvassed,  and  there  should  be  a  few  who  will 
not  join,  will  you  use  your  influence,  either  by  personal  application  or  in  such  other 
■way  as  you  may  deem  best,  to  induce  them  to  fall  into  line  7 

"  3.  Should  they  still  resist,  and  the  number  who  take  that  course  be  few, 
would  you  be  willing  to  agree  not  to  sell  your  goods  to  them,  or,  if  they  buy  from 
you,  then,  that  they  must  pay  you  the  prices  covered  by  the  agreement  or  the 
guild  figures  ? 

"4.  When  selling  to  retailers,  or  persons  who  are  not  parties  of  this  agreement, 
will  you  agree  not  1o  sell  at  less  than  association  prices  and  terms  ? 

"  It  was  understood,  in  response  to  a  query  raised  by  a  delegate,  that  at  any 
(H>inbination  the  trade  had,  or  might  have,  applied  only  to  the  Provinces  of  Ontario- 
and  Quebec. 

"General  meeting,  Montreal,  20th  of  April,  1887. 

"  Mr.  Childs  reported  the  result  of  several  interviews  the  Montreal  Committee 
had  had  with  Messrs.  Drummond  &  Blmenhorst.  The  chief  di&oulty  seemed  to  bo 
with  Mr.  Elmenhorst.  After  a  lengthened  discussion  as  to  the  points  to  be  made 
with  the  refiners,  Messrs.  Ince  and  Childs  were  appointed  speakers  at  the  meeting 
to  be  held  by  the  refiners  at  2,30  p.m. 

"Afternoon  session,  same  date,  same  place. 

"  Present :  Messrs.  Drummocd,  Elmenhorst  and  Harris.  The  following  telegram 
was  read  by  the  Secretary  from  the  Nova  Scotia  Sugar  Eefinery  :  •  Halifax,  N.S., 
16th  April,  1887.  Are  willing  to  join  with  other  refiners  in  any  scheme  which  may 
be  arranged  with  fairness.     Impossible  to  be  in  Montreal  on  20th. — Eefinery.' 

"  Mr.  Ince,  after  thanking  the  refiners  for  giving  the  trade  the  opportunity  of 
meeting  them,  discussed  the  various  objections  that  had  been  raised  by  the  refiners, 
l)oth  by  letter  and  in  conversation  with  members  of  the  guild. 

"  After  Messrs.  Childs  and  Gillard  had  spoken,  and  Messrs.  Drummond  and 
Elmenhorst  had  replied,  the  refiners  withdrew  at  5.15  for  consultation.  At  6.46 
they  returned  and  announced  to  the  meeting  that  they  were  prepared,  should  the 
proposed  sugar  document  be  signed  by  the  great  majority  of  their  customers,  to 
enforce  from  all  non-signers  of  the  said  sugar  agreement  an  advance  of  one-quarter 
cent  per  pound  on  all  sugar  specified  in  the  aforesaid  sugar  agreement  (now  exclu- 
sive of  freight")  over  and  above  the  prices  they  may  give  from  time  to  time  to  the 
antLorized  representatives  of  the  Dominion  Guild,  the  refiners  to  be  furnished  with 
a  list  of  the  subscribers,  and  also  to  be  promptly  notified  from  time  to  time  if  any 
names  are  added  to  or  taken  from  said  list  of  subscribers. 

"  Mr  Drummond  said  that  he  would  personally  wait  on  Mr.  F.  Smith,  and  Mr. 
Elmenhorst  agreed  to  see  Mr.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Blmenhorst  agreed  to  see  Mr.  Light- 
bound,  both  gentlemen  promising  to  endeavor  to  obtain  their  signatures  to  the  agree- 
ment. 

"  Adjourned  General  Meeting,  Montreal,  30th  June,  1887. 

"  The  chairman  presented  the  following  resolution  which  he  stated  had  been 
carried  unanimously  at  the  morning  session  of  the  association.     He  said  he  had 
little  to  tell  them,  that  the  refiners  were  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  the  annoy- 
ance the  trade  had  been  subjected  to  caused  by  the  action  of  the  two  Montreal  houses 
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who  reinse  to  Bign  the  agreement,  and  in  his  opinion  there  shonld  be  no  hesitating 
on  their  part  as  to  what  course  to  adopt. 

"Moved  by  ,  seconded  by  ,  that  the  refiners  be 

asked  to  refuse  to  sell  white  sugars  to  non-signers  of  the  sugar  agreement. 

"  After  the  chairman  and  several  of  the  delegates  had  spoken  to  the  resolution, 
Mr.  Drum  mond  said  he  considered  the  resolution  passed  as  specific  enough,  but  it 
was  a  new  feature  to  him ;  he  had  been  led  to  understand  from  conversations  with 
members  of  the  Montreal  association  that  the  object  of  the  meeting  was  to  request 
the  manufacturers  to  increase  the  advance,  and  he  desired  to  be  advii-ed  as  to  the 
reason  for  the  change  in  front." 
By  Mr.  Fisher: 

Q.  There  is  a  resolution  discussed  in  Ihe  forenoon  of  the  same  day  which  I  think 
ought  to  be  put  in. 

Witness  reads : — "  Messrs.  Kinlock  &  Tees  reported  that  they  had  interviewed 
Messrs.  Lightbound,  Ralston  &  Company  and  Messrs.  Matthewson  &  Company  who 
positively  refused  to  join  the  guild.  Mr,  Fenwick,  on  behalf  of  the  Kingston  Guild, 
entered  a  strong  protest  against  so  many  retailers  in  the  district  within  the  jurisdic-r 
tion  of  the  Kingston  Guild  being  permitted  to  sign  the  sugar  agreement.  The 
chairman  reminded  the  meeting  that  no  one  was  allowed  to  sign  the  agreement 
unless  the  name  had  been  first  submitted  by  one  of  the  refiners." 

It  is  a  very  bald  way  of  reading  this  without  the  explanations.  The  explana- 
tion of  that  is  that  the  refiners  had  certain  customers  on  their  lists  who  were  not 
members  of  the  guild,  customers  whom  they  had  been  supplying  for  years,  and  it 
was  thought  by  them  that  these  customers  should  not  be  cut  off  without  some 
explanation.  When  the  first  agreement  was  signed  they  were  not  cut  off.  Bach 
refiner  handed  into  the  guild  a  list  of  their  customers,  and  there  was  no  exception 
taken.  Witness  continued  to  read  :^-"  Mr.  FenWick  entered  very  fully  into  the 
grievances  ol  the  gnild  which  he  represented. 

"  The  concensus  of  opinion  was  that  at  present  it  would  not  be  well  for  the 
gnild  to  take  any  action  in  this  direction.  Their  first  duty  was  to  decide  as  to  the 
resolutions  to  be  submitted  to  the  refiners  in  the  afternoon. 

"  The  chairman  had  seen  Mr.  Drummond  who  seemed  disposed  to  favorably 
entertain  the  idea  of  an  increase  in  the  advance. 

"  After  allowing  a  great  deal  of  discussion  the  chairman  called  for  a  resolution 
and  the  following  was  then  submitted  : — 

"  Moved  by  and  seconded  by 

that  the  refiners  be  asked  to  refuse  to  sell  white  sugars  to  non  signers  of  the  sugar 
agreement.    Carried  unanimously." 
By  Mr.  Landry ; 

Q.  That  means  from  the  guild  to  their  customers?  A.  No  ;  that  means  from 
the  refiners  to  the  non-subscribers  of  the  agreement. 

'ihe  witness  continued  to  read  :— "  At  first  the  Montreal  delegates  were  disposed 
to  favpr  a  resolution  looking  for  an  increase  in  the  advance  from  a  quarter  to  one- 
half  accent,  but  finally,  after  hearing  from  the  western  delegates,  the  resolution  waa 
carried  unanimously." 

By  Mr,  Fisher : 

Q.  That  is  the  whole  of  what  is  put  in  ?  A.  That  precedes  what  I  was  reading 
"  this  was  fully  explained  by  several  of  the  delegates  "  (that  is  this  change  in  front). 

"  Mr.  Drummond  pointed  out  that  asking  the  refiners  to  refuse  absolutely  waa 
a  very  serious  business^  This  statement  was  immediately  met  by  the  delegate* 
naming  several  large  manufacturers  in  other  lines  of  business  who  had  adopted  thia 
course  (that  is,  refused  to  exercise  their  own  free  will  and  sell  to  whom  they  please). 
JMr.  Elmenhorst,  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  stated  that  one 
half  a  cent  was  not  sufficient  advance  and  suggested  that  the  resolution  should  be 
amended  so  that  the  manufacturers  might  agree  to  sell  to  parties  at  the  quarter  cent 
advance,  provided  those  parties  enter  into  obligations  not  to  sell  at  less  advance 
than  that  provided  in  the  guild  agreement." 


120  EDGAB   A.    WILLS. 


By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  That  seems  rather  a  contradiction.  Mr.  Blmenhorst  said  one-half  a  cent 
was  not  snflScient  and  then  suggested  to  sell  at  a  quarter.  How  was  that  ?  A. 
Provided  these  parties  would  enter  into  an  obligation  with  the  refiners; 

Q.  In  the  one  case  it  was  without  the  condition  ?    A.  Yes. 

Witness  continued  to  read : — "  Immediately,  several  of  the  delegates  pointed  out 
that  they  did  not  want  any  such  arrangement  as  this.  All  the  trade  asked  was  that 
the  three  firms  named  should  be  put  on  the  same  footing  as  the  subscribers  of  the 
agreement.  Mr.  Blmenhorst  farther  complained  of  the  amount  of  raw  sugars  which 
were  being  imported  especially  by  the  western  merchants. 

"  After  two  hours  discussion  Mr.  Drummond  stated  that  he  would  much  prefer 
that  the  resolution  would  be  put  in  another  shape  but  if  after  further  consultation 
the  delegates  felt  that  they  could  not  amend  this  resolution,  he,  speaking  on  behalf  of 
the  Canada  Sufjar  Eefining  Company,  was  prepared  to  agree  to  the  conditions  of  the 
resolution  and  Mr.  Drnmmond,  in  making  this  statement,  pointed  out  that  one  of  the 
Don-subscribing  firms  had  been  a  customer  of  the  Canada  Eefining  Company  for 
over  30  years. 

"  Mr.  Drummond's  decision  was  received  with  marked  satisfaction.  The  chair- 
man thanked  Mr.  Drummond  for  the  way  in  which  he  had  received  the  request  of 
the  trade,  and  that  gentleman  withdrew. 

"  The  chairman  then  called  for  Mr.  Blmenhorst.  The  president  of  the  St. 
Lawrence  Sugar  Eefining  Company  positively  refused  to  agree  with  the  resolution 
of  the  guild  and  stated  that  he  would  not  refuse  to  sell  but  that  the  trade  might  rest 
assured  that  he  would  use  his  beet  iofluence,  and  it  was  not  small,  to  bring  the  non- 
signers  into  lino  ;  he  further  assured  the  trade  that  they  could  rely  upon  his  deter- 
mination to  protect  their  interests. 

"  In  reply  to  the  question  '  if  Lightbound,  Ealston  &  Company  refused  to  come  in 
after  you  have  used  your  influence  with  them  will  you  refuse  to  sell  them  ?  Mr. 
Blmenhorst  said :  '  1  will  not  refuse  to  sell  to  any  non-subscriber  but  I  am  on  your 
side.'  During  the  discussion  Mr.  Blmenhorst  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  an  advance 
of  one-half  a  cent  was  not  sufficient  protection  to  the  trade," 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Why  not  a  cent  ?  A.  Mr.  President,  have  you  any  objection  to  these  books 
being  left  ia  the  hands  of  the  chairman  ? 

Mr.  Incb— None  at  all. 

The  Chairman — There  is  another  resolution  on  the  book: — "Whereas  the 
motion  passed  at  this  morning's  meeting  of  the  Dominion  Guild,  did  not  recommend 
itself  to  the  approval  of  all  the  refiQers,  be  it  resolved  that  the  refiners  be  asked  to 
increase  the  advance  on  white  sugar  to  non-subscribers  to  sugar  agreement  to  one 
cent  per  pound."     This  resolution  was  adopted.  ,  -raaJ^ 

Witness — If  you  are  picking  out  these  resolutions  it  behooves  me  to  say  that 
the  movers  of  those  resolutions  are  all  western  men  who  have  been  suffering  very 
severely  from  the  action  of  Messrs.  Lightbound,  Ealston  &Company,  in  cutting  these 
sugars.  I  would  like  simply  to  show  what  prompted  such  a  resolution  as  that  and 
of  the  wholesale  slaughter  that  had  bean  done  by  Messrs.  L'ghtbound,  Ealston  & 
Company. 

By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  I  see  it  was  stated  in  one  of  these  extracts  that  other  manufacturers  had 
been  doing  the  same  thing,  refusing  to  sell  to  those  who  are  not  members  of  the 
guild,  as  I  understood,  or  not  members  of  the  same  agreement,  can  you  tell  us  what 
xaanufaoturers  these  were  ?  A.  I  cannot  tell  you  anything  beyond  what  is  recorded 
on  that  book. 

Q.  1  mean  not  from  the  minutes,  I  mean  from  your  information  and  knowledge 
with  regard  to  these  things  ?     A.  I  can  give  you  no  information. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  "  That  the  minimum  advance  on  tobacco  is  increased  from  three  to  four 
cents  a  pound  and  that  a  new  document  be  at  once  prepared  by  the  president  and 
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sent  to  the  respective  secretaries  for  signatares,  it  being  under3tood  that  the  agree- 
ment shall  not  supersede  the  new  agreement  until  fully  executed  "  ?  A.I  am  not 
prepared  to  give  the  name  of  any  manufacturer.  I  am  strongly  of  the  opinion  that 
there  is  no  small  number  of  manufaoturerSi 

Q.  I  don't  mean  the  individual  name  of  the  individual  manufacturer,  what  I 
mean  to  say  is  whether  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  that  there  are  certain 
kind  of  manufacturers,  for  instance  tobacco  and  starch  men  or  anything  else  of  that 
kind,  who  have  an  agreement  amongst  themselves  similar  to  this  fixed  agreement  ? 
A.  I  don't  know  of  any  manufacturer  having  an  agreement,  but  I  do  know  there 
are  manufacturers  in  Canada  sufficiently  independent  to  elect  to  whom  they  shall 
sell  their  goods.  I  know  there  are  quite  a  number  of  manufacturers. 

Q.  Can  you  give  us  instances  of  them  ?  A.  I  cannot  give  you  names,  that  ia 
not  in  my  province. 

Q.  But  I  understand  you  to  say  you  know  there  are  such  ?  A.  I  say  I  believe 
there  are  such. 

Q.  You  say  you  know  there  are  manufacturers  independent  enough  to  sell  to 
whom  they  please,  that  is  the  question  that  we  would  like  to  know ;  we  would  like 
to  know  whether  there   are   men  who  are  independent  enough  not  to  enter  into 
combination?    A.  I  am  speaking  of  individual  manufacturers. 
By  Mr.  Fisher : 

Q.  You  think  you  know  there  are  individual  manufacturers  who  dictate  to  their 
customers  ?  A.  Yes,  and  who  require  that  their  goods  shall  be  Bold  at  a  certain 
price  and  their  goods  must  be  served  at  that  price. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  group  of  manufacturers  who  agree  amongst  themselves 
that  they  will  do  that  ?  A.  As  to  that  point  I  think  best  for  you  to  examine  the 
manufacturers  themselves, 

Q.  I  ask  you  »  point  blank   question,  I  ask  the  answer,  do  you  know  of  such? 
A.  I  don't  know  of  such ;  I  can't  answer  the  question  in  any  other  way. 
By  Mr.  Landry  : 

Q.  If  they  are  independent  enough  to  do  what  you  say  it  must  be  the  effect  of 
some  understanding  amongst  themselves.  One  manufacturer  standing  alone  could 
not  be  independent  enough  if  he  hadn't  the  other  manufacturers  in  combination  ? 
A.  Why  should  he  not  be  independent  enough  ? 

Q.  If  I  manufactured  soap  you  could  purchase  other  soap  in  the  city?  A.  Yes, 
yon  could  purchase  soap  provided  that  you  shall  not  sell  it  under  a  certain  price. 

Q.  If  there  are  other  manufacturers  of  the  same  kind  who  make  the  same  things 
■their  independence  would  ba  gone — 
By  Mr.  Fisher : 

Q.  That  is  only  an  individual  case  ?    A.  An  individual  case. 
'        Q.  They  do  it  by  an  agreement  among  the  individual  manutacturers  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  know  this  ?     A.  Yes ;  I  believe  it. 

By  Mr.  Landry:  .  , 

Q.  Do  you  know  it  that  individual  independence  is  worked  ?  A.  I  believe  it  has. 

By  Mr.  Fisher: 

Q.  Are  you  officially  connected  with  any  other  trade  association  besides  this 
Wholesale  Grocers'  Association  ?  The  Canadian  jobbers  in  watches,  I  am  secretary  of 
that. 

Q.  Any  other  association  ?     A.  Oh,  a  whole  lot  of  them. 

Q.  Are  you  aware  of  any  arrangement  among  the  bankers  as  to  the  rate  at 
which  they  will  supply  money  to  individuals  or  by  corporations  ?     A.  No,  no  ar- 
xangement  whatever. 
3^  Q.  There  is  none  ?     A.  There  is  none. 

(^,  Do  you  know  there  is  none  ?     A.  I  know  there  is  none. 
^3        By  Mr.  Landry :  .  i      •       ti. 

jZ^Q.  It  is  a  matter  of  coincidence  that  they  are  in  the  habit  of  having  the  same 
rates  of  discount  ?    A.  Yes. 
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Q.  It  is  a  coincideiice  that  is  pretty  general,  is  it  not  ?    There   are    very  tew 
exceptions  amoBg  the  bankers.    They  generally  take  the  same  rates  of  discount  ?  A. 
That  is  too  deep  a  question  for  me  to  go  into.    I  have  never  had  occasion  to  apply  to  ■ 
the  bankers  myself. 

Q.  Tou  know  there  is  no  arrangement  among  them  ?    You  must  have  had 
some  knowledge  ?    A.  As  far  as  the  bankers'  section  of  the  Board  of  Trade   goes- 
there  is  no  arrangement. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  Tou  are  secretary  of  the  Millers'  Wholesale  Section,  have  you  an  arrange^ 
ment  as  to  their  prices  and  gales  ?  A.  There  is  no  arrangememt  as  to  their  prices  and 
sales;   they  desire  to  get  as  low  rates  for  transports  as  they  can. 

Q.  That  is  the  whole  object  of  their  association?  A.  I  don't  know  that  it  is  the 
object  of  their  association. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth) : 

Q.  The  Oatmeal  Association  entrust  their  case  in  your  hands  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  That  is  the  head  centre  of  the  organization  ?    A;  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Are  they  affiliated  with  the  Toronto  Board  of  Trade  ?     A.  No. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  Have  you  any  connection  with  the  Underwriters'  Association  ?    A.  No*. 

W.  B.  Clay,  retail  grocer,  Gault,  sworn. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Yon  have  heard  all  the  evidence  given  to-day  ?  A.  Yes.  I  can  reiterate  what 
Mr.  Gillard  has  faid  as  far  as  the  selling  of  sugars  is  concerned,  but,  living  in  tho 
country,  I  probably  get  a  little  more.  Of  course  the  retail  grocers  in  the  cities  have 
a  better  chance  lo  keep  ahead  of  things  at/d  find  out  what  sugars  are  going  at  than 
we  in  the  country  have.  However,  we  in  the  country  often  eee  travellers,  and  of 
course  the  first  thing  is  "  what  is  granulated  ?"  That  is  the  first  question  we  usually 
ask.  I  have  been  quoted  5  or  6  cents  less  than  I  have  bought  sugar  at.  This  was- 
after  1  bought  the  sugar  and  it  made  me  feel  very  sick.  On  the  10th  March  last  year 
there  were  four  grocery  travellers  in  our  town.  I  was  quoted  granulated  sugars  at 
€J.  I  was  afterwaids  quoted  at  6-20  and  another  traveller  came  in  after  I  had  bought^ 
it  at  6-10  and  quoted  it  to  me  20  barrels  of  granulated  at  6.  Now,  that  is  demoralizing^ 
to  the  wholesaler  as  well  as  the  retailer.  I  saved  50  cents  a  barrel  and  I  could  no1> 
divide  into  $ia  packages  or  32  half  dollar  packages  and  give  the  people  the  benefit. 
of  it. 

Q.  You  made  $9  on  that  transaction  ?    A.  Yes, 

Q.  You  don't  line  to  do  so?  A.  I  don't.  It  is  demoralizing  to  the  trade,  it 
givts  me  a  chance  of  under-selling  my  neighbor.  Then  there  is  another  leading  thing 
— ^we  don't  know  whether  we  are  paying  too  much  or  too  little  in  the  country.  Now 
that  has  not  been  only  once  or  twice  that  I  have  been  in  the  same  fix.  Sometimes 
I  have  bought  and  I  have  been  sorry  for  it,  although  I  have  never  kicked,  but  as  w© 
eay  aruongstcur  trade,  we  felt  sick,  so  that  I  thoroughly  endorse  all  that  Mr.  Gillard 
has  faid.     We  were  just  in  the  same  way  with  tobaccos  when  there  was  no  set  point. 

Q.  Yon  will  be  pleased  to  have  the  same  rule  fixed  on  every  article  of  groceries 
that  you  purchase — the  price  fixed  ?  A.  Well,  I  don't  know  that  I  would  go  as  far 
as  saying  that. 

Q.  Why  not  if  a  good  thing  ?  A.  Yes,  it  might  be  a  good  thing.  I  have  been 
in  business  lor  nearly  36  years  in  this  ccuntiy  and  in  the  old  country,  and  this  has 
been  the  trouble  all  through  my  career  as  a  grocer. 

Q.  Have  yon  made  a  little  more  profit  on  your  sugar  this  year  ?  A.  I  say  dis- 
tinctly not  because  60  cents  a  barrel  is  no  increase  in  $18  or  836  worth  made 
np  in  quarter  dollar  packages. 

Q.  You  benefited  yourself?  A.  Decidedly,  I  object  to  having  uniform  price.  I 
am  not  prepared  to  say  how  much  the  wholesaler  should  make  out  of  it.  I  verily 
believe  the  refiners  could  not  handle  it.  They  would  have  difficulty  in  getting  it  froHL 
Jlontreal.  The  question  is  whether  the  wholesale  trade  should  get  any  profit  or  not. 
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Q.    You  were  looking  out  for  the  interest  of  the  wholesale  trade  ?    A.  I  am 
looking  at  it  from  a  business,  fair  and  square  standpoint.  I  believe  in  the  system.  The 
fact  is  that  I  bought  these  sugars  I  epeak  of  in  the  morning  and  could  have  bought 
them  at  5 'Cents  less  in  the  afternoon. 
By  Mr.  Quillet ; 

Q.  Don't  you  think  that  the  competition  is  Intimate  ?    A.  I  think  it  ia. 

Q.  It  wasn't  dishonest  ?    A.  In  this  case  I  don't  know  whether  it  was  or  not. 

Q.  Have  you  succeeded  pretty  well  in  your  business  ?    A.  Probaby  sometimes 
I  have  and  sometimes  I  haven't.    I  have  been  unfortunate  in  business  I  will  admit, 
but  at  the  present  time  I  am  doing  about  as  well  as  most  of  the  retail  grocers. 
By  Mr.  Bain  {Wentworth): 

Q.  I  don't  understand  where  it  hurts  you  if  you  bought  this  sugar  at  6'10  ?    A. 
It  may  leave  money  in  my  pocket  but  it  shows  a  demoralizing  inflaence. 
By  Mr,  McKay : 

Q.  Some  other  men  who  accepted  the  first  offer  of  6*26  might  suffer  by  com^ 
poting  with  you  ?  A.I  know  that  sugars  were  sold  that  morning  in  my  town  at 
6*26. 

By  Mr.  Bain  {WeniwortK)  : 

Q.  In  that  case  there  would  be  one  of  two  things :  Yon  selling  at  a  lower  rate 
and  making  the  same  profit  or  the  other  men  had  to  sell  at  the  same  rate  and  make 
less  profit?    A.  This  system  of  getting  sugars  is  pretty  well  gone. 

Q.  I  am  speaking  of  this  specific  case  whether  yon  gain  ?    A.  Yes. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Where  was  it  you  bought  this  sugar?  A.  In  Toronto.  I  had  a  Hamilton 
man  and  a  Toronto  man  in  my  place  of  business  that  morning. 

Q .  Do  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  if  the  man  who  sold  it  at  6  •  10  wasn't 
making  a  profit  ?  A.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  it  could  not  be  laid  down  from 
the  refinery . 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  he  bought  it  for  ?    A.  I  could  not  say. 
'■'"     Q.  How  can  you  tell?    A.  I  have  a  list  of  purchases  made  by  Eobertson,  of 
Montreal,  on  these  same  days. 

Q.  It  shows  that  probably  it  could  be  delivered  at  6-10  at  a  profit?  A.  I 
believe  it  would  cost  about  6' 17  laid  down  in  Toronto  on  these  dates, 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  discount  they  get  ?    A .  1  have  heard . 

Q.  What  did  they  get?     A.  2J  per  cent  I  think. 

Q.  What  did  you  get?     A.   IJ  percent,  in  16  days.    I  have  good  reason  tO 
believe  that  sugar  cost  that  house  on  that  day,  from  remarks  that  I  heard  afterwards, 
6.  IT  and  they  positively  lost  t  cents  a  100  on  that  sugar. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  How  did  that  affect  your  trade  ?  A.  Well,  it  would  not  affect  my  trade  ex- 
cept as  far  as  the  system  of  having  a  set  price  on  sugar.  I  believe  in  the  principle 
of  it. 

Q.  I  understand  that  the  evidence  you  are  offering  is  as  to  how  it  affected  your 
1)U8iness.  We  are  not  askincr  you  for  information  about  the  wholesalers'  business  ?  A. 
Well,  the  effect  on  the  trade  is  this  :  if  I  buy  16  barrels  of  sugar  and  my  neighbor 
buys  15  barrels  of  sugar  and  I  know  he  does  not  get  his  sugar  cheaper  than  1  do  and 
if  h©  is  selling  cheaper  I  know  there  is  something  wrong  somewhere. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  He  may  buy  sugar  cheaper  than  you  or  dearer  than  you,  the  only  thing  is 
they  cannot  buy  on  the  same  date  then  at  the  same  price  ?    A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (Wentworth) : 

Q.  Or  he  may  be  doing  a  larger  business  ?    A.  Yes,  of  course  the  trade  in  the 
country  ,  howevM-,  where  there  is  no  one  who  buys  more  than  16  barrels  down.    I 
have  dealt  largely  in  car  loads  of  sugar  some  three  or  four  years  ago,   but  if  I  buy 
Sugar  at  6.20  and  another  man  buys  at  6.26  that  is  where  the  difference  comes  in. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Yon  are  grumbling  about  it?  A.  I  am  not  grumbling  about  it.  I  am  merely 
speaking  that  I  am  satisfied  with  the  system  of  having  a  line  of  goods  like  that  so 


124  PAiaiCK  BASKERVILLE. 


that  there  would  be  only  one  price  and  there  is  not  that  feeling  that  every  one  is 
buying  goods  cheaper  than  you. 
By  Mr.  Owillet  : 

Q  Would  it  not  be  a  good  thing  if  the  retailers  would  combine  to  regulate  the 
prices?    A.  Tea, 

By  Mr.  Bain  (^Wentworth)  : 

Q.  That  is  you  would  have  a  uniform  profit  and  no  competition  if  that  could  bo 
guaranteed  ?  A.  If  it  was  fixed.  The  retailer  is  suflPering  a  very  great  loss  selling 
Bugar. 

Q.In  your  experience  there  was  always  cutting?     A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  Can  you  explain  why  it  is  that  the  dealers  should  continue  to  sell  sugar  at 
these  ruinous  rates  ?    A.  I  cannot  tell  yon  why.    I  only  know  it  is  done. 

Q.  Ton  don't  know  why  you  did  so  yourself?  A.  I  can  give  you  an  explanation 
ef  that.  For  instance,  if  a  man  starts  in  a  place  and  the  first  thing  he  does  would 
be  to  give  an  extra  pound  of  sugar,  then  something  has  got  to  be  done. 

Q.  Is  it  a  fact  that  you  cannot  carry  on  the  grocery  trade  without  having 
sugar  ?    A.  We  cannot,  sir,  we  have  to  have  sugars 


House  or  Commons,  Wednesday,  28th  March,  1888. 

The  Committee  on  alleged  Trade  Combinations  met  at  11.15 . 
In  the  absence  of  the  Chairman,  iir.  Gaillet  presided. 

Patbiok  Baskeeville,  of  the  firm  of  Baskerville  Bros.,  sworn. 

By  the  Chairman :  « 

Q .  What  is  your  occupation  ?    A.  Grocer . 

Q.  Yon  are  a  member  ot  the  Grocers'  Gaild?  A.  We  were  for  a  while,  but  not 
at  present. 

Q .  Tour  name  was  struck  oif  the  list  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q     How  were  you  informed  of  that  ?    A.  I  think  we  had  no  intimation . 

Q.  Are  you  in  the  wholesale  business  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Are  you  in  the  retail  business  as  well  ?  A.  No,  we  are  giving  up  the  retail 
business. 

Q.  Do  you  conduct  your  retail  and  your  wholesale  business  altogether  in  one 
establishment  ?  A.  Yes,  partly ;  we  kept  our  ofioe  in  the  retail  establishment 
where  we  keep  our  books  for  the  last  fi^e  or  six  years. 

Q.  Your  business  was  chiefly  wholesale  ?    A.  Yes,  chiefly  wholesale. 

Q.  Has  it  been  an  injury  to  your  business  to  be  deprived  of  the  right  to  purchase 
sugar  at  the  refinery  ?  A.  Yes,  it  has  been  an  injury.  To  continue  our  wholesale 
business  we  could  not  get  along  without  it. 

Q.  Did  you  write  to  the  refinery  for  goods  and  endeavor  to  obtain  goods  at  the 
refinery  since  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  With  what  result  ?  A.  I  don't  know  whether  it  was  by  letter  or  verbal  conver- 
sation I  had  with  the  secretary  of  the  refinery,  they  said  that  we  could  not  get  goods 
on  account  of  the  name  being  taken  off  the  guild.  It  seems  we  belong  to  the  Kings- 
ton branch  of  the  guild.  I  was  not  in  Ottawa  at  the  time.  It  was  one  of  the  firm 
that  signed  that  time.  He  believed  that  it  was  in  order  to  carry  out  the  uniform 
prices,  that  there  would  be  no  cutting  or  deception.  There  had  been  cutting  in  the 
leading  articles,  and  this  he  understood  would  keep  the  price  among  the  trade,  and 
on  that  account,  I  believe,  was  going  to  be  of  service.  I  believed  the  wholesalers  and 
retailers  would  be  benefited  and  no  great  injustice  would  be  done  to  consumers  by 
confining  themselves  to  a  legitimate  profit,  but  I  find  that  there  are  many  things 
coming  to  light  now  which  shows  that  misohief  can  be  done  by  the  combination  if 
they  so  desire  to  do  it;  if  they  desire  to  act  justly  I  think  no  injury  can  arise  from  it. 
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By  Mr.  Boyle : 
Q.  What  is  the  mischief  you  think  can  be  done  ?    A.  Patting  on  too  mueh  pro- 
fit ;  they  combine  together  to  put  on  too  much  profit  on  the  consumer. 
By  the  Chairman  ; 
Q,  That  is  that  the  number  engaged  in  the  business  in  the  wholesale  would 
largely  increase  owing  to  the  business   becoming  profitable,  and  a  larger  number  in 
the  business  the  more  the  profit  must  be  ?    A.  With  the  aid  of  the  refiners  they 
could  put  on  just  what  profit  they  thought  proper,  but  I  never  thought  that  was  the 
intention  and  I  don't  think  so  still  practically. 
By  Mr.  Fisher: 
Q.  You  are  in  the  wholesale  grocery  trade  ?    A.  Wholesale  and  retail.     I  un- 
derstand that  the  name  was  taken  off  on  account  of  having  a  retail  connection. 

Q.  Tou  don't  know  whether  it  was  taken  off  or  not  7    A.  Yes,  it  was  taken  off* 

By  Mr.  Boyle ; 
Q.  When  your  name  was  on  the  refiners'  list,  were  you  subject  to  any  conditions 
as  to  the  prices  at  which  you  would  sell  ?    A.  Yes,  we  got  a  list  every  week.    There 
was  a  list  going  round  every  week  to  those  on  the  list,  and  they  had  to  carry  out  the 
prices  fixed. 

Q.  You  did  not  violate  the  terms  when  y«u  were  a  member?    A.  No. 
Q,  You  were  struck  off  because  you  were  not  exclusively  wholesale.    A.  That 
is  what  I  understood. 

By  Mr.  Fisher : 
Q.  Was  no  notice  given  to  you  about  that?    A.  No,  not  at  the  time.     It  was  at 
the  refinery  I  found  we  could  not  buy. 

Q.  The  first  information  you  got  was  at  the  refinery  ?    A,  Yes. 

By  Ihe  Chairman : 
Q.  The  object  would  be  to  prevent  you  putting  in  a  large  stock.    If  you  got  an 
intimation  that  would  be  done  you   would  put  in  a  sufficient   stock  ?    A.  I  think  it 
would  have  been  a  wise  course  to  take. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  Then  this  association  which  struck  your  name  off  yon  were  not  a  member 
of?    A.  No,  not  a  member,  we  merely  signed  the  agreement. 

Q.  You  were  not  a  member  of  the  association  ?    A.  Not  a  member  of  any 
association. 

Q.  This  association  insisted  upon  your  name  being  struck  off,  apparently?    A. 
So  I  understand. 

Q.  That  is  what  the  refiners  told  you?    A."No;  the  refiners  didn't  tell  me  this. 
I  found  this  out  afterwards  from  a  verbal  conversation  with  some  gentleman  who 
was  in  the  store  after  they  held  a  meeting  in  Kingston.     There  is  a  branch  associa- 
tion there.    They  held  a  meeting  there  and  they  took  our  name  off  on  account  of 
our  having  a  retail  connection.    I  got  no  notice,  but  we  afterwards  wrote  asking  the 
reason  and  then  found  out  the  reason.     They  gave  the  reason  then  that  neither 
directly  nor  indirectly  could  we  have  a  retail  branch. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 
Q.  The  province  is  divided  into  several  districts  ?    A.  It  appears  so. 
Q.  There  is  a  Hamilton  district  and  a  London  district  ?    A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Boyle : 
Q.  How  much  more  does  your  sugar  cost  yon  now  than  it  did  before  ?    A.  I 
cannot  very  well  tell  that.     I  suppose  it  costs  about  one-eighth. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Any  discount  ?     A.  It  costs  a  quarter.     I  am  not  certain,  we  have   bought 
very  little  since  our  name  was  taken  off  the  list. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 
Q.  How  long  since  your  name,  was  taken  off  ?    A.  It  is  nearly  two  months. 

By  the  Chairman :  .  i.-    t  a 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  you  are  charged  one-eighth  more,  and  you  are  subjectea 
to  the  loss  of  a  discount  ?  A.  I  am  not  certain.  I  think  we  bought  a  few  barrels 
since,  but  I  don't  know  how  much  we  had  to  pay  for  it. 
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By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  That  will  force  yon  to  charge  just  bo  mncb  more  to  consumers,?  A.  Either 
that  or  sell  at  cost  or  sell  it  under  cost  to  keep  oar  business  going.  We  would  have 
to  do  one  or  the  other. 

Ma.  BoTLE. — His  evidence  is  much  on  the  same  lines  as  the  other  witnesses. 
By  Mr.  &uillet  :  ,     , 

Q.  I  don't  see  any  new  features  ;  was  not  the  effect  of  the  formation  of  this 
association  that  the  price  of  sugar  was  raised  to  the  consumer ;  that  the  same 
sugar  was  sold  at  a  larger  profit  than  it  was  sold  at  before  ?    A.  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  You  say  sugar  was  being  cut  and  being  sold  too  cheap,  and  yoar  object  was 
to  set  the  price  ?  A.  It  was  liable  to  be  done,  I  could  not  say  that  it  had  been  done, 
I  know  in  the  retail  line  passing  along  you  will  see  sugar  in  the  windows  with  the 
prices  on  it.  I  saw  it  in  Montreal  and  in  Ottawa  at  the  actual  wholesale  prices,  but  I 
-could  not  say  that  the  wholesale  merchant  was  selling  at  cost. 

Q.  Sugar  is  not  being  cut  so  low  now,  there  is  not  so  much  cutting  now  ?  A. 
There  is  a  uniform  price  in  this  combination,  any  person  who  sells  under  that  uni- 
form price  is  cut  off. 

Q.  The  retailer  is  not  catting  bo  much  as  he  was  before?  A.  I  would  think 
not. 

Q.  Therefore  the  consumer  is  not  getting  his  sugar  as  cheap?  A.  The  result 
of  that  as  regards  the  retailer  under  the  combination.  I  think  every  retailer 
whether  he  has  means  or  whether  he  is  without  means,  has  a  uniform  price.  The 
poor  man  can  get  his  barrel  of  sugar  at  the  same  price  as  the  man  who  buys  fifty 
•barrels.  If  he  sells  it  at  a  moderate  profit,  and  the  refinery  sells  it  at  a  moderate 
profit,  I  don't  see  where  much  injustice  can  be. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  you  find  that  sugars  are  not  being  cut  by  the  retailers 
now  as  they  were  before  the  combination  ?    A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q,  Tou  don't  see  prices  quoted  at  these  low  rates  ?  A.  No,  I  did  not  ask  them 
what  they  sold  at.  I  could  not  give  any  information  about  it.  I  might  say  for  the 
information  of  the  Committee  that  I  think  that  this  association  did  not  carry  mat- 
ters out  fairly.  I  understand,  if  I  am  correctly  informed,  that  there  were  two  per- 
sons at  Kingston  situated  as  we  were.  This  is  from  heresay.  I  cannot,  prove  it 
s'lch  IS  the  case  and  they  were  not  cut  off  the  list,  I  think  it  was  an  injustice. 

Q.  The  object  of  the  association  undoubtedly  was  to  enable  the  wholesale  men  to 
get  a  fair  profit  on  sugar  ?    A.  I  think  so. 

.^  .  9-  ^^**  *''^'®  is  applied  to  other  articles  in  the  trade,  is  it  not  ?  A.  Yes.  I  think 
It  IS  in  tobacco,  that  is  the  only  article  that  I  am  aware  of.  I  don't  know  what  nro- 
tt.    I  am  not  posted  in  the  prices  at  all. 

Q.  Do  you  deal  in  liquors?  A.  Yes,  there  is  no  combination  in  liquors:  that  I 
Know  01.  ^        ' 

li  xim'sl?^  A^N°^  regulated  at  all  or  controlled  in  reference  to  prices  you  sell 

•  ,-,^*  T^o""®  is  also  in  some  shelf  goods,   I  believe,  pickles  ?    A.  I  have  heard  of 
pickles,  imported  pickles.  uoo™  u 

Q.  Matches  ?    A.I  don't  know  of  matches. 
*    T^' ^''^y9'^^^^^^^^^^Vifi^^08fit&fieTt&iu]price.    You  have  no  agreement? 
A.  JSo,  there  is  no  agreement  on  any  goods  except  tobacco  and  sugar,  there  may  be 
agreements  in  other  places  but  I  think  there  are  none  here  that  1  know  of 
«,«..?■  ;^'V°  1°  reference  to  tobacco  ?    A.  Yes,  I  think  tobacco  was  included,  or.  it 

haTe  ntf  ^^rdhfrTy::^""  ^'^  '''''''  ^-^^"^^'^*'  ^  ^"^  -*  '^^'^^'  »>---  ^ 
The  Oommitteeadjoarned. 
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Joseph  Kavanagh  sworn. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q,  What  is  your  ocoapation?    A,  Grooer  and  wine  merchant,  Ottawa. 
Q.  We  wanted  to  ask  yon   some  questions  about   biscuits  and  confectionery. 
Tou  are  a  dealer  in  these  articles  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  are  pretty  familiar  with  the  trade  in  them  ?    A.  Yes . 
Q.  Can  you  give  us  any  information  about  the  biscuit  trade  first?    A.  Well,  I 
hold  in  my  hand  a  copy  of  a  circular  issued   by  one  of  the  biscuit  manufaoturera. 
This  is  dated  November  the  24th.  1881.     I  had  been  buying  biscuit  at  this  prica 
since  about  that  date. 

Q.  That  is  3^  years  ago.  What  about  present  time  7  A.  The  price  is  the  samo 
now  as  then . 

Q,  They  haven't  changed?    A.  No. 

Q.  The  raw  materials  used  in  biscuits  are  what  ?  A.  Well,  I  think  if  anything 
they  are  cheaper  now  than  they  were  then. 

Q.  The  principal  ingredient  is  flour?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  does  the  biscuit  flour  price  compare  with  what  it  was  then  ?  A.  In 
1884  for  biscuit  flour  the  wholesale  price  was  $5.60  per  200  lbs.  This  is  in  Ottawa, 
'but  in  Toronto  it  would  be  about  30  cents  less  on  the  200  lbs.  in  car  lots,  the  freight 
making  the  difference. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  Are  these  given  you  by  Ottawa  men  here  7    A.  Yes,  that  is  right  on  the 
spot  here. 

Q.  Would  yoa  just  give  us  the  differences  in  price  ?    A.  In  January  it  is  $5.60, 
April  $5.25,  June  $5.05,  July  $4.80,  August  $4.70,  September  $4.60,   October   $4.00, 
«nd  then  he  goes  on  with  these  quotations  for  1835,  1886  and  1887  and  he  gradually 
comes  down  at  last  to  February,  1888,  at  $3.90.    These  were  the  prices  given  me  by 
a  flour  dealer.    Since  1884. 
By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  The  same  article  sold  in  1884  for  $5.60  and  $5.05  ?    A.  Yes,  and  it  is  selling 
in  February  this  year  at  $3.90. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  . 
Q.  That  is  for  aOO  lbs.?    A.  Yes. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  I  suppose  that  means  196  lbs.  the  barrel  will  count  ?    A.  It  is  quoted  200  lbs. 

By  Mr.  Bain  ( Wentworth)  ; 
Q.  Have  you  large  quotations  for  the  same  time  7    A.  No,  sir,   I  find  looking 
over  my  books  that  it  was  just  about  the  same  price,  averaging  probably  a  cent  and 
no  more  either  way. 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  And  for  sugar  ?    A.  Sugar  I  think  is  oheaper  now  than  what  it  was  then 
about  that  time. 

Q.  The  prices  of  the  materials  for  biscuits  in  all  have  been  reduced  very  con- 
fiiderably?    A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  price  list  has  not  been  changed  ?  A.  And  the  price  list  has  nofc 
been  changed  at  all.    There  has  been  no  change  of  price  since  I  received  this . 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  combination?  A.  I  am  informed  by  one  of  the  bisoaft 
manufacturers  that  there  is  a  combination  between  them,  The  combination  is 
between  them  but  they  don't  compel  ub  to  sell  at  any  certain  price. 

Q.  A  combination  amongst  themselves  7    A.  Yes,  to  keep  the  prices  up. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  WmtwortK)  ; 
Q.  They  agree  not  to  out  the  prices.    A;  Yes. 
Q.  Does  that  apply  to  all  biscuits?    A.  Yes  ;    I  imagine  so. 

By  Mr.  Quillet : 
Q.  Have  you  the  names  of  the  men  in  the  combination  7     A.  I  haven't,  sir,  but 
I  understand  from  these  agents  who  come  around  that  the  prices  are  all  the  saoa.©,. 


128  JOaiiPH   KAVANAGH. 


For  instance  there  is  Christie,  Browne  &  Co.,  of  Toronto,  the   Lang  manufacturing 
Company  of  Montreal,  The  Montreal  Biscuit  Company,  and  Gibson  &Son,  of  Ottawa, 
their  prices  are  all  the  same. 
By  Mr.  Boyle : 
Q.  Are  the  prices  the  same  delivered  here  or  from   the  place  of  shipment  ?     A. 
The  place  of  shipment,  except  Gibson's  delivered  here,  that  is  the  only  advantage. 
By  Mr.  Quillet: 
Q.  Are  Gibson  &  Co.  members  of  the  combination  ?     Are  yoa  aware  that  Gibson 
is  a  member  of  the  combination  ?    A.  He  told  me  so  himself. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  Yon  find  in  baying  from  these  men  that  the  prices  are   all  the    same?    A. 
Yes,  my  attention  was  lately  drawn  by  the  agent  of  a  firm  in   Montreal  who  repre-- 
eents  Vandei  hover  &  Holmes,  ofNew  York.   They  make  a  very  fine  class  of  biscuits, 
a  finer  class  of  biscuits  than  made  in  Canada.    These   people's   prices,  some  of  them 
are  much  less  than  Canadian  manufacturers'  prices. 
By  Mr.  Quillet : 
Q.   Have  you  got  their  prices  ?    A.  I  have  a  few  of  their  prices. 

By  Mr.  Fisher  ; 
Q.  Have  you  bought  from  them?    A.  No,  sir.    I  think  it  only  about  three 
months  ago  since  their  agent  came  round. 

Q.  You  mean  their  prices  delivered  here  ?    A.  In  Montreal. 
Q.  They  have  an  agent  in  Montreal  ?     A.  A  resident  agent  in  Montreal. 
Q.  The  prices  you  compare  with  the  prices  of  these  other  agents  are  the  prices 
in  Montreal  duty  paid  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  They  pay  the  duty  ?  A.  Yes,  and  deliver  in  Montreal.  Now  I  will  give  you 
two  or  three  prices— take  arrowroot  biscuits.  This  New  York  firm  quoted  13  j  cents 
in  Montreal,  Take  the  circular  for  Toronto  and  it  is  15  cents  for  the  same  kind 
of  biscuits.  Take  ginger  snaps.  The  New  York  firm  quotes  10  cents,  while  the 
Montreal  and  Toronto  people  quote  14  cents. 

Q.  You  say  Toronto  people,  you  mean  Canadian  manufacturers  7  A.  Yes,  these 
people  t  have  named. 

By  Mr.  Boyle: 
Q.  Is  there  a  fixed  price  upon  all  these  different  items,  ginger  snaps,  &c.  ?    A. 
Yes. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth) : 
Q.  How  do  sodas  compare  ?  A.  I  have'nt  their  sodas  on  this  list.  When  the 
agent  was  here  I  didn't  get  a  copy  of  his  price  list.  He  promised  to  send  it  to  me 
but  he  never  did  so.  I  wrote  to  the  house  in  Montreal  asking  them  to  send  all  of  their 
prices,  bat  not  exactly  the  same  quality  of  biscuits  we  are  in  the  habit  of  selling 
here.  Take  Christie,  Browne  &  Co.,  for  instance,  I  suppose  they  have  150  different 
kinds  of  biscuits. 

Q.  T  suppose  there  are  four  or  five  leading  kinds?    A.  Probably  one  dozen. 
Q.  I  suppose  there  are  three  or  four  kinds  really  most  consumed.    A.  Tea 
biscuits,  arrowroot  biscuits,  ginger  snaps  and  soda  biscuits. 

Q.  I  suppose  there  are  really  the  staple  biscuits  are  they  ?    A.  Yes. 
Q.  The  others  are  more  like  fancy  biscuits  ?    A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Fisher : 
Q.  Then  there  are  oatmeal  biscuits  and  Graham  biscuits?    A.  Yes,  of  course. 
Graham  biscuits  and  oatmeal  biscuits  are  very  well  known.     When  the  agent  was 
here  I  found  that  they  were  cheaper  than  our  Canadian  people  after  paying  the  duty. 
I  think  some  of  them  might  have  been  one  quarter,  one  half  or  one  cent  a  pound* 
cheaper.    There  is  a  difference,  however,  of  some  of  them  of  three  cents  a  pound. 
These  people  pay  a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  and  sell  them  for  lower  prices. 
By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  How  do  the  prices  of  the  raw  material  in  Canada  compare  with  the  prices 
of  the  raw  material  in  the  States  ?     A.  1  don't  think  the  raw  material  is  anv  Beher 
here  than  it  is  in  the  States.  ° 
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Q.  Lard  would  be  a  little  higher  ?     A.  Lard  if  anything  would  be  a  little  lower 
in  the  States. 

By  Mr,  Fisher : 
Q.  Flour  would  probably  be  much  the  same  in  New  York  ?    A.  Yea;  and  sugar 
xaight  be  a  shade  less  but  not  so  much  as  would  warrant  these  people  keeping  th© 
prices  for  the  last  four  years. 
By  Mr.  Boyle : 
Q.  The  expenses  of  making  them  in  Canada  would  not  be  20  per  cent,  more? 
A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  This  combination  of  biscuit  manufacturers  impose  no  conditions  on  you? 
A.  None  at  all. 

Q.  It  don't  interfere  with  your  trade  7    A.  No. 

Q.  They  simply  say  here  are  the  biscuits  and  these  are  the  prices,  take  what  you 
choose?     A.  Yes.     I  may  say  I  have  tried  hard  to  get  biscuits  less  but  they  are  per- 
fectly firm  in  the  price  and  there  is  no  budging  them  at  all. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (Wentworth)  : 
Q.  Have  these  New  York  men  delivered  you  any  biscuits  ?    A.  No. 
Q.  It  is  only  recently  they  came  round  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Where  is  their  factory  ?  A.  In  New  York.  Vanderhover  &  Holmes.  Theirs 
is  a  very  large  house  and  they  make  the  highest  class  of  biscuits  you  find  now. 
"When  they  can  come  from  the  States  and  pay  a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  and  undersell 
our  people  here,  our  people  must  be  doing  well  in  the  biscuit  trade. 
By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  Who  pays  the  freight  from  New  York  ?  A.  These  people  pay  the  freight 
to  Montreal. 

By  Mr    Fisher  : 
Q.  Practically  you  of  your  own  knowledge  know  nothing  about  this  combina- 
tion?    A.  I  know  only  what  they  told  me. 

Q.  They  have  told  you  there  is  a  combination  ?    A .  Yes. 

Q.   Of  course  heaisay  evidence  does  not  count  for  anything  ?   A.  I  have  it  from 
Gibson  himself  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  combination . 

The  Chairman. — Mr.  Kavanagh  has  dealt  with  parties  who  formed  the  com- 
bination. 

Mr.  Bain. — I  suppose  the  uniform  price  list  is  the  most  unanswerable  evidence. 

By  Mr.  GuiUet  : 
Q.  They  have  an  agreement  ?    A.  Yes  ;  they  tell  me  distinctly  they  won't  sell 
goods  under  the  price. 

Q.  Because  of  this  agreement  amongst  themselves  ?     A.  Yes. 
Q.  That  of  course  proves  a  combination  ?     A.  Yes.   Of  course  this  biscuit  trade 
ifl  quite  a  large  business,  a  much  larger  business  than  people  would  expect. 
By  Mr.  Boyle : 
Q.  I  was  going  to  ask  you  about  what  extent  your  trade   would   be.      Do   you 
consider  it  an  important  item  of  your  business?     A.  I  do,   yes.      I   think  probably 
last  year  we  have  sold  1,200  boxes  of  sodas. 

Q.  What  would  they  be  worth  about?    A.    They  would  average,  say,   $2.00 
per  box. 

Q.  They  enter  largely  into  family  consumption  ?    A.  Yes. 

By  the  Chairman :  •  r     i.      • 

Q.  Can  you  give  us  any  further  information  about  biscuits?     A.  I  think  that  is 
about  all  the  information  1  can  give  you  about  biscuits. 

Q.  What  about  confectionery?    A.   We  do  not  deal  much  in  confectionery,  but 
I  know  a  little  about  the  prices. 

Q.  Do  you  know  if  there  is  any  combination?     A.  No,    I  cannot  say   that   i 
know  personally  of  the  combination. 

Q.  What  do  you  know  of  the  matter  ?     A.   There  is  a  firm  here  in  the   city,   O. 
T.  Bate  &  Co.,  and  they  have  been  baying  candies  of  all  kinds  by  the   carload,    and 
3—9 
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that  enables  them  to  bay  at  very  low  rates.  They  bought  from  a  firm  in  Montreal, 
and  latterly  they  have  been  selling  candies  very  much  lower  than  the  manufaoturera 
themselves.  I  know  that  some  of  their  agents  have  been  aroand,  and  I  find  that  I 
can  Day  them  cheaper  at  the  wholesale  hoase  here,  and  on  making  enquiries  from 
one  of  the  parties  in  connection  with  this  firm,  I  was  told  that  these  confectionery 
people  have  formed  a  combination  among  themselves,  and  have  raised  the  price  IJ 
cents  per  lb.  Take  one  illustration  of  that,  Messrs.  Bate  &  Co.  sell  assorted  sugar 
sticks  at  9  cents  par  lb.  whereas  the  combination  price  is  lOJ  cents  per  lb. 
By  Mr.  Fisher : 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Bate  himself  buy  from  the  combination  ?  A.  Yes,  before  the  combi- 
nation was  formed. 

Q.  When  was  it  formed  ?  A.  Inside  of  two  months  they  have  raised  the  prices 
fully  li  cent  per  lb. 

Q.   That  is  a  combination  of  the  manufacturers  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q,  Have  yoa  boea  buying  these  goods  from  them  within  the  two  months?  A. 
No,  not  from  the  maautacturers . 

Q.  You  have  been  buying  from  Mr.  Bate  ?     A.  Yes,  as  I  can  get  them  cheaper. 

Q,  Before  that  you  bought  from  tha  manufacturer  ?  A.  Yes,  sometimes  from 
the  manufacturer,  and  tometimes  from  C.  T.  Bate  &  Co. 

Q    And  you  found  comoetition,  you  could  get  them  cheaper  from  C  T.   Bate   & 
Co.  than  you  could  from  the  others  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Does  Mr.  Gibson  of  this  city  make  candies?     A.  No,  the  Lang  Manufacturing 
Company  in  MoQtreal,  and  Poster's  in  Toronto  make  candies. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q".  Are  the  candies  of  the  same  degree  of  purity,  are  they  as  good  candies  ?  A. 
There  is  sometimes  a  difference  in  the  candies.  Sometimes  they  are  very  good,  and 
sometimes  they  are  very  poor. 

Q  But  those  you  have  been  baying  from  Mr.  Bate  lately,  have  they  been  as 
good  ?    A.  Yes,  and  sometimes  better. 

Q.  So  that  it  would  appear  that  he  was  not  palming  off  a  poor  lot,  or  anything 
of  that  kit>d?     A.  No. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Is  their  business  in  candy  a  large  one  ?  A.  Yes,  I  think  pretty  extensive  for 
this  part  of  the  couotry. 

Q.  What  quantities  ?  A.  I  do  not  know,  bat  I  know  that  they  buy  them  by  the 
carload. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth')  : 

Q.  Do  you  handle  whiskey  or  gin  ?     A,  Yes. 

Q.  How  is  it  with  respect  to  them  ?  Is  there  any  limitation  as  to  price?  A. 
Not  in  Ottawa.  I  understand  there  is  in  Montreal  a  combination  price  for  DeKuy- 
per's  gin. 

Q.  The  agents  do  not  exact  any  restrictions  from  you  ?  A,  No,  we  are  direct 
importers  ourselves.    There  are  no  restrictions  here  at  all. 

Q.  Bat  there  are  certain  other  proprietary  articles  that  there  is  a  fixed  price  on 
as  a  rule,  baking  powders,  for  instance  ?     A.  Yes,  I  believe  there  is  among  the  manu- 
facturers.    We   buy  where  we  can  get  them  the  cheapest,  sometimes  here,  sometimes 
•  in  Hamilton,  sometimes  in  Toronto,  and  sometimes  in  Montreal,  wherever  we  can  get 
the  best  terms. 

By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  But  yoa  are  not  bound  to  sell  them  at  a  certain  price  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  Where  do  you  get  your  pickles  ?     A.  From  Charlton  &  Co.,  of  Hamilton. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  These  are  Canadian  pickles  ?    A.  Yes; 

Q.  But  on  imported  pickles  there  is  a  combination,  is  there  not  ?  A.  Yes  there 
is  a  combination  on  them.  ' 
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By  Mr.  Fisher: 
Q,  Bat  that  does  not  affect  the  retail  trade?   A.  No,batBinaply  the  jobbingtrade. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth) : 
Q.  You  do  not  sell  them  in  case  lots  below  a  certain  figure  ?    A.  No. 

By  Mr.  McBougall  {Pictou)  : 
Q.  Is  iliero  uny  combination  in  starch  ?     A.  I  do  not  think  so.    I  do  not  handle 
sufficient  starch  to  enable  me  to  give  any  evidence  in  relation  to  it. 
By  Mr.  Fisher: 
Q.  Have  yon  felt  the  effects  of  any  combination  in  other  articles,  on  tobacco,  for 
instance?     A.  Yes,  there  is  a  combination  in  tobacco. 
Q.  You  know  that  there  is  ?     A.   Yes, 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  How  do  you  like  it  ?     A.  I  do  not  like  it  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Fisher : 
Q.  The  prices  are  fixed  ?     A.  That  is  if  you  buy  them  from  Mr.  McDonald,  but 
I  do  not  buy  from  Mr.  McDonald.     I  told  his  agent  that  I  was  not  going  to  sell  Mr. 
McDonald'6  tobacco  for  his  benefit,  but  for  my  own. 

Q.  Where  do  you  buy  from  at  present  ?     A.  From  Tuckett  &  Co.,  of  Hamilton. 

Q.  Is  ho  a  manufacturer  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  they  regulate  the  price  at  which  you  sell  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  They  are  not  in  any  combination  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  But  arc  practically  in  competition  with  the  combination ?     A.    les. 

The  Committee  adjourned. 


House  of  Commons,  Wednesday,  the  18th  April,  1888. 
Walter  Paul  sworn . 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  State  your  name,  address  and  occupation  ?  A.  Walter  Paul,  grocer,  Montreal. 

Q.  I  met  Mr.  Paul  who  had  been  here  before  on  the  sugar  question  and  he 
spoke  to  me  respectiog  biscuits  and  I  invited  him  to  appear  before  the  committee 
and  state  what  grievance  he  has  on  the  biscuit  question?  A.  As  I  was  stating  I 
did  not  come  here  to  appear  before  the  committee.  I  am  here  on  other  businodn,  but 
I  met  your  chairman  as  he  has  stated  and  we  talked  about  the  biscuit  combine  which 
I  think  is  as  bad  as  ary.     I  do  not  know  what  the  committee  would  like  me  to  say. 

Q.  In  what  way  do  you  consider  it  bad  ?  A.  In  this  way,  that  biscuits  are  an 
article  that  is  sold  very  largely,  and  generally  used  by  the  whole  community  and  the 
whole  community  is  therefore  affected  by  the  price,  and  I  consider  that  the  con- 
sumers who  comprise  the  general  public  are  paying  far  more  for  biscuits  than  they 
have  any  right  to, 

Q.  Of  what  kind  7     A.   All  kinds. 

Q.  Give  us  an  example  ?  A.  The  duty  on  biscuits  is  very  high.  The  duty  on 
eweetoned  biscuits  is  35  per  cent,  and  1^  cent  per  pound  and  on  unsweetened  it  is 
20  per  cent.  They  are  a  lower  priced  article.  The  prices  of  biscuits  I  contend  which 
the  retailers  have  to  pay  are  about  as  high  as  they  were  15  or  20  years  ago  of  all  kinds, 

Q.  How  does  the  raw  material  compare  ?  A,  Sugar  is  a  great  deal  cheaper 
and  flour  is  nearly  half  the  price  it  was  then.  Lard  I  think  is  no  dearer  if  not 
cheaper  ;  I  think  it  is  cheaper,  and  all  theao  articles  that  go  to  make  up  a  biscuit 
are  articles  that  are  produced  in  Canada.  We  have  them  here  as  cheap  in  this 
country — the  main  staples  of  the  raw  material — as  any  country  in  the  world,  and 
taking  the  labor  I  think  we  are  at  any  rate  when  compared  with  the  United  States 
lower  than  they  are.  I  reason  that  we  ought  to  be  able  to  produce  biscuits  as  cheap 
in  Canada  as  in  any  other  country  in  the  world. 

Q,  What  is  the  machinery  now  used  in  their  manufacture  ?    A .  That  is  another 
element  which  not  being  a  mechanic  I  am  anable  to  speak  of;  but  I  know  that 
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machicery  has  been  perfected  so  that  they  can  turn  out  enormous  proportions  to 
what  they  used  to,  and  that  comes  in  as  a  saving  of  labor.  I  presume  that  Canadian 
manufacturers  have  as  good  machinery  as  any  other. 

Q.  You  eay  that  notwithstanding  the  improved  machinery,  and  the  lower 
prices  of  the  material  used  in  manufacture,  and  all  these  advantages  that  the  bis- 
cuits are  6old  at  the  same  price  today  as  15  years  ago?  A.  Yes,  as  about  15 
years  ago  or  further  back  when  there  were  very  few  manufacturers.  I  am  justified 
in  this  statement  by  the  price  list  of  the  biscuit  manufacturers  in  the  States. 

Q.  How  do  the  prices  here  compare  with  those  in  the  United  States  ?    A.  Prices 
here  ara  from  25  to  50  per  cent,  higher  than  in  the  United  States. 
By  Mr.  Bain  ( Wentworth)  : 

Q.  Have  you  any  price  lists  ?  A.I  did  not  intend  to  be  here  and  cannot  give 
them. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q,   Let  us  understand  ;  25  to  50  per  cent,  higher  ?     A.   Yes. 
By  Mr.  Bain  ( Wentworth')  : 

Q.  Give  us  some  actual  figures  ?  A.  Ginger  snaps  cost  6J  to  Y  cents  in  the 
United  States,  That  is  a  ginger  biscuit,  and  they  are  costing  here  II  cents  and 
some    go  up  to  14  cents.     That  is  only  an  individual  case. 

Q  We  must  deal  with  each  specific  kind  for  comparison  ?  A.  You  can  be 
guided  by  that.  You  see  one  kind  that  you  would  be  paying  6J  to  7  cents  for  in 
New  York,  and  you  would  be  asked  11  cents  for  it  here. 

Q.  How  is  it  with  sodas  ?     A.   They  are  1  should  ssy about  20  percent,  higher? 

Q.  Give  us  actual  figures  ?  A.  I  cannot  give  you  actual  figures  because  wo 
cannot  import  sodas  and  pay  20  per  cent,  to  complete  with  the  Canadian  goods.  We 
might  lose  the  freight,  the  diflerence  in  price  would  be  about  the  amount  of  the  duty 
here. 

By  the  Chairman  ; 

Q.  That  is  the  diflference  between  American  and  Canadian  sodas  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  duty  is  20  per  cent  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  They  take  full  advantage  of  the  duty  ?  A.  Yes,  but  there  are  some  kinds 
that  we  can  pay  the  35  cents  duty  on  and  bring  them  in  chesper  than  we  can  buy 
them  here.     I  know  they  ought  to  be  made  as  cheap  here. 

Q.  A  considerable  part  of  your  trade  is  sodas  ?  A.  Yes.  We  deal  in  some 
fancy  biscuits  but  we  have  to  import  them.  They  are  not  made  as  well  in  Canada 
as  they  are  in  England.  I  import  a  good  deal  from  England  and  from  New  York, 
but  I  am  satisfied  that  the  Canadian  manufacturers  should  be  able  to  give  the  public 
biscuits  and  make  a  profit  at  any  rate  ?5  per  cent,  lower  than  now. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  They  are  in  the  same  position  as  everybody  else,  they  take  just  what  the 
duty  will  let  them  and  keep  their  margin. 

The  Chairman— We  have  evidence  that  other  manufacturers  do  not  do  that. 

Q.  I  will  put  it  in  this  way— the  price  at  which  the  Canadian  plain  biscuit  ia 
«old  is  about  the  same  price  as  the  American  biscuit  with  the  duty  added  ?  A. 
About  the  same. 

Q.  You  are  not  able  to  give  us  any  actual  quotations  ?     A.  Not  this  forenoon. 

Q.  What  are  Canadian  sodas  sold  to  you  for,  7  cents  ?     A.  About  6i  cents. 

Q.  That  is  the  net  price?  A.  No;  the  discount  comes  off  that  of  5  per  cent, 
for  cash. 

Q.  The  American  biscuits  are  about  20  per  cent,  lower?  A.  Yes.  You  see  we 
have  to  consider  the  freight  as  a  greater  element  in  plain  biscuits  than  in  finer 
biscuits,  as  we  have  a  larger  quantity  of  them.  Sodas  are  a  bulky  article  and  the 
freight  is  proportionately  higher  than  on  fine  biscuits. 

Q.  Fine  biscuits  are  more es?pensive ?     A.   Yes ;  and  the  percentage  on  a  pound 
is  higher  on  plain  than  on  sweet  biscuits. 
By  Mr.  Gillmor  : 

Q.  Sodas  break  in  transportation  ?    A.  Not  any  more  than  from  Toronto* 
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By  JiJr.  Bain,  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  What  remedy  would  you  suggest  for  this  ?  A.  I  do  not  know  what  the 
remedy  would  be.  I  maj'  say  to  the  Committee  that  the  better  class  of  grocers  have 
had  a  petition  presented  to  them — I  do  not  know  who  got  it  up  although  I  signed 
it — which  was  forwarded  to  Ottawa  ye-torday  to  the  Minister  of  Customs,  asking 
that  they  change  the  duty  or  the  mode  of  levying  it  from  an  ad  valorem  to  a  specific 
duty  of  -i  cents  per  pound.  This  is  not  to  lower  the  price  so  much  as  to  give  us  less 
bother  than  we  have  had  in  importing.  Wo  have  had  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in 
importing  them,  instigated  largely  by  Canadian  manufacturers  in  deciding  what 
is  a  sweetened  biscuit  and  what  is  not.  That  is  what  could  come  in  under  20  per 
cent,  duty  or  35  per  cent.  duty.  Now  ginger  snaps,  which  is  an  article  extensively 
used,  were  for  quite  a  length  ol  time,  in  fact  until  very  recently,  admitted  at  the 
port  of  Montreal  under  the  20  per  coot,  list  of  ditj,  on  the  ground  that  they  are 
not  sweetened  by  sugar.  Others  are.  I  have  not  got  the  Act  before  me,  but  I 
Relieve  it  says  that  biscuits  sweeioned  by  sugar  are  liable  to  '65  per  cent.  duty.  These 
are  sweetened  with  molasses  or  syrup,  but  the  Canadian  manufacturers  have  been 
contending,  being  jealous  of  the  amount  brought  in  of  this  character,  and  they  have 
made  overtures  and  have  had  instructions  sent  down  that  all  biscuits,  no  matter 
what  the  sweetening  may  be,  if  there  is  any  sweetening  in  them,  should  be  36  per 
tjent. 

By  Mr.  Guillet  ; 

Q.  What  biscuit  makers  have  made  these  representations?     A.  I  presume  it  is 
the  combine.     It  would    be  the  whole  of  them.     Formerly  a  customs  offioer  would 
xshoose  any  box  out  of  a  package  and  send  it  to  the  customs  warehouse. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  Did  they  levy  on  your  invoice  prices  ?  A.  As  far  as  I  am  concerned  they 
have  taken  the  invoice  prices.  It  was  certified  to  and  from  a  house  far  above  doing 
anything  of  a  questionable  character. 

Q.  The  reason  I  asked  was  that  a  complaint  was  made  that  parties  have  pur- 
chased goods  at  certain  rates  and  the  government  have  added  to  those  rates  for  the 
purpose  of  levying  the  duty  ?  A.  That  does  nr.t  apply  in  my  case.  I  have  not  had 
any  trouble  either  with  the  English  or  Scotch  biscuits.  We  have  had  more  trouble 
with  the  American.  They  compete  more  generally  with  the  Canadian  manufacturer 
for  ordinary  biscuits.  We  do  not  import  from  England  anything  but  what  is  de- 
cidedly superior  to  anything  made  in  this  country.  In  that  case  we  are  not 
troubled. 

By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  Do  you  hear  of  any  trouble  of  that  kind  with  other  importers  ?    A.  I  have 
not  heard  of  it  with  biscuits.     Ifnever  came  to  my  ears. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (Wentworth)  : 

Q.  Are  your  American  invoices  ever  raised  in  that  way  ?  A,  No,  I  presume 
they  are  not  for  the  reason  that  the  biscuit  houses  in  New  York  or  Albany  or  Boston 
are  well  known  and  they  do  not  sell  to  one  house  ;  but  five  or  six  of  the  better  class 
of  grocers  would  import  biscuits  of  the  same  character.  The  agent  comes  to  Montreal 
and  takes  orders  and  there  would  be  very  little  variation  in  the  prices  so  that  there 
would  be  no  change  in  the  invoices. 
By  Mr.  Guillet ; 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  they  are  made  lower  in  price  for  the  Canadian  market  ? 
A.  I  do  not  think  so. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (Wentworth): 

Q.  Do  they  give  you  a  special  discount  for  Canada?  A.  The  discount  in  the 
United  States  is  generally  very  small.  If  they  give  any  special  prices  they  are  not 
known  to  us.    They  must  be  net  quotations. 

Q.  The  effect  of  the  new  proposition  that  the  dealers  have  made  would  be  practi- 
cally to  exclude  the  low  priced  plain  biscuits?  A.  It  would.  That  is  the  eifeot  it 
would  have.  This  is  not  by  the  dealers  in  Montreal  any  more  than  the  dealers  in  Ottawa 
and  elsewhere.    We  did  not  ask  a  low  rate  because  wo  want  this  to  be  granted.      Wa 
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do  DOt  want  the  proposition  to  interfere  with  the  manufactnrerp,  but  it  is  to  regulate 
the  getting  in  of  biscuits  without  trouble  at  all.  If  wo  get  this  passed  we  will  not 
attempt  to  import  any  ordinary  biscuits  at  all  and  it  would  secare  the  entire  trade 
for  this  country,  I  should  think  the  general  trade  of  the  country  would  be  in  com- 
mon kinds  such  as  soda,  tea  and  lunch  biscuits.  Under  this  duty  they  would  not  be 
imported  at  all,  so  that  it  would  be  in  the  interest  of  the  manufacturers.  It  would 
simply  apply  to  the  better  class.  Any  biscuits  cotting  in  the  United  States  under 
7  cents  it  would  be  folly  to  import. 
By  Mr.  Fisher : 
Q.  Would  not  that  raise  the  prices  in  Canada  of  ordinary  biscuits  7  A.  I  do  not 
think  so  unless  the  combine  chose  to  take  advantage  of  it. 

Q.  Thoy  would  be  able  to  do  it  ?  A.  I  think  it  is  a  very  great  misfortune  that 
there  is  any  combine.     It  is  not  a  healthy  state  of  matters. 

Q.  What  is  the  present  duty  on  ordinary  soda  biscuits  added  to  the  price  ;  what 
does  the  whole  duty  come  to  ?  A.  Supposing  the  biscuits  cost  6  or  6J  cents,  it  is  20 
per  cent,   on  that. 

Q.  That  would  come  to  about  one  and  a  quarter  cents  a  pound?     A.  Yes. 

Q,  You  are  proposing  to  make  it  two  and  one  half?     A.  That,  of  course,   is   in 

order  to  get 

Q.  We  want  to  get  the  facts.     That  would  probably  raise   the   price   of  that 

biscuit  about  one  cent  a  pound 

The  Chairman. — It  does  not  come  quite  to  that. 
Mr.  Fisher. — I  am  asking  questions. 

Tbe  Chairman  — You  said  that  American  biscuits  were  about  20  per  centt 
cheaper  there. 

Mr.  Fisher  — He  said  just  now  six  cents. 
Witness. — That  is  the  Canadian  price. 

By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  i  want  the  price  at  which  the  duty  would  be  reckoned  ?     A.  5  cents. 
Q.  20  per  cent,  that  would  be  about  a  cent  duty  per  poijnd  ?     A,  Then  we  have 
the  freight  to  consider. 

Q.  That  does  not  affect  the  duty  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  aie  proposing  instead  of  that  to  have  a  two  and  a  half  cent,  duty  instead 
of  a  one  cent  duty  ?     A.  We  have  considered  that. 

Q.  Is  that  not  what  you  atk  ?     Q.  Yes,  that  is  what  we  ask. 
Q    It  you  do  that  that  would  bu  a  cent  and  a  half  of  duty — won't  that  be  a  cent 
and  a  half  on  the  price  of  biscuits  here  ?     A.  These  are    biscuits    which   don't   even 
enter  into  the  competition  with  Canadian  bitcuits  at  all. 

Q.  You  said  a  few  minutes  ago  that  Canadian  bii-cuils  were  about  the  same  price 
as  American  biscuits  with  the  duly  added  ?  A.  With  the  duty  added,  but  the  freight 
is  agaicst  us,  and  this  prevents  us  from  importing. 

Q.  If  the  duty  is  increased  is  it  not  probable  that  the  price  of  Canadian  biscuits 
would  be  increased  on  that  particular  account?  A.  I  don't  know,  I  cannot  answer 
that  question.  I  have  not  entered  the  combine  and  I  know  nothing  of  the  dealings 
of  the-^e  gentlemen  and  the  elasticities  of  their  conscienoiS.  i  could  not  say. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Weniworth)  : 
Q.  At  all  events  it  would  be  a  remedy  for  tbe  difficulty  that  is  now  existing  ?  A. 
As  to  combine  prices  ? 

Q.  Yes  ?    A.  No,  we  haven't  aimed  at  it  in  that  petition.     What  we  have  aimed 
at  is  the  diflScnlty  in  the  Custom  house  of  getting  our  biscuits  pussed  through. 
By  Mr.  Fisher:  e         &  i  s 

Q.  Are  you  not  aware  that  there  are  Canadian  manufacturers  not  in  the  com- 
bination ?     A.  I  am  not  aware  who  they  are. 

Q.  It  is  stated  that  there  is  a  largo  number  not  in  the  combine?  A.  Were  tbe 
names  given  ? 

Q.  No  ?  A.  It  may  be;  It  is  quite  possible  there  might  be.  Of  course  there 
are  lots  of  biscuit   makers  in  Montreal,  small  ones,  and   they   don't   enter  into  com- 


SUGAR  AND   GROCERIES.  135 


petition.     The  biscuit  business  ia  an   enormous    business,  and  the   large  variety  and 
qualities  and  styles  of  biscuits   is   something   that  is  almost  appalling  to  the  dealer. 
And  some  of  these  concerns,  for  instance,  that  you    referred  to,  that   may  not  be  in 
the  c  inbination,  aie  beneath  the  consideratioQ  of  the  combine. 
Q-  Every  baker  makes  a  few  biscuits  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q    And    they    are    not  wholesale   manufacturers  ?     A,  They    are    not    large 
manufacturers  all  the  same. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q   Ton  never  bought  biscuits  from  anyone  who  is  not  in  the  combination  ?    A. 
Not  that  1  know  of     I  did  not  know  for  a  long  time  there  was  a  combine  at  all  until 
one  of  the  agents  of  a  manufacturing  firm    in  Toronto    told   me  a  year   or  two  ago. 
He  said  you  may  jast  as  well  give  me  the  order  as  to  anyone    else  because  the  price 
is  all  the  same  and  they  are  the  same.     You  take  tea   biscuits,  of  course,  there  are 
certain  leading  lines.     There  are  tea,  arrow  and  Junch  biscuits  that  are  made  by  every 
one  of  these  ieadinfr  manufacturers  and  these  are  all  the  same  prices. 
JBy  the  Ohairman : 
Q.  Wbo  it)  ihe  president  of  this  biscuit  association  ?     A.  I  could  not  tell  that, 
Q.  Do  you  knew  the  treasurer  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  secretary  ?     A.I  don't  know  the  officers  at  all. 
By  iVr  Bam  (  WentwortK)  : 

Q.  When  did  the  prices  go  up  in  biscuits  last  ? 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  You  euid  that  the  prices  had  remained  about  the  same   for  some  years  ?     A. 
There  ha.s  been  nothing  to  warrant  them  goiog  up. 
By  Mr.  Guitlet : 
Q.  Haven't  tbe  prices  of  the  raw  material  been  going  down?     A.     That  is  what 
1  said,  sir,  going  down. 

By  ihe  Chairman : 
Q.  How  does  this  suit  the  manufacturers  so  far  as   you  have  heard  of  it?    A. 

Which  ? 

Q.  This  coKb' nation,  this  aisociation  ?     A.  Suits  the  manufacturers  ? 

Q.  Yes?     A.  It  suits  them  immensely. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  of  their  profits?    A.  I  have  heard.     I  don't  know 
anything  about  it  personally,  but  I  have  heard  their  profits  are  enormous.     I  know 
one  concern  in  Toionto  that  made  $50,000  last  year. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  Which  coccern  was  that  ?     A.  Of  course  that  is  only  hearsay,  and    I   don't 
thinK  it  is  evidence.  I  am  noc  justified  in  saying.  It  is  merely  what  we  call  table  talk. 
By  Mr.  Guiliet  : 

Q.  Do  you  deal  in  lard  ?     A.  Yes,  in  a  small  w,^. 

Q.  Sugar?     A,  Yes. 

Q.  flour?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  have  not  the  prices  gone  down  in  these  articles  consider- 
ably during  the  last  five  ytars?     A,   Yes, 

Q.  And  no  change  iti  tbe  price  of  buscnits  ?     A.   And  no  change  in  the  price  ot 
biscuits  aud  this  is  what  I  am  drawing  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to.     I  thould 
thiuk  that  owing  to  the  perfection  in  the  machinery  that  is  being  brought  out  from 
year  to  year  that  the  manufacturer  would  be  able  to  make  biscuits  cheaper. 
By  MT'  B/^her .' 

Q,  Has  there  been  any  advance  in  the  quality  of  biscuits  ?    A.  No,  I  think  they 

are  about  the  same 

By  Mr.  Guiliet :  ^    ,        :,  -,«^     .      i  + 

Q  Did  you  compare  the  prices  of  the  people  of  New  York  and  Montreal ;  as  to 
the  price  of  flour  and  lard,  how  do  they  compare?  A.  They  are  very  much  the 
same.     There  may  be,  I  would  not  say  there  was,  any  great  difference  in  the  prices 
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Q.  Do  you  import  lard?  A.  We  imported  lard  from  Chicago.  We  got  it  from^ 
the  agent's  house  in  Chicago. 

Q.  "What  duty  did  you  pay  on  it  ?     A.  We  import  through  the  agent.     He  pays 
the  duty.     We  give  an  order  to  the  agent  of  the  importer  ia  Moutreal. 
By  Air.  Fisher  : 

Q.  You  find  as  a  general  rule  that  Chicago   lard   is  poor  ?     A.  Yes,  very  poor. 

Q.  There  have  been  assertions  made  that  it  is  adulterated   with  cotton  seed  oil. 
You  never  had  any  reason  to  believe  that  in  your  trade?    No,  I  may  say  our  cudtora- 
«r8  prefer  the  Chicago  lard. 
By  Air-  Guiltet  : 

Q.  Is  Cacadian  lard  a  little  dearer  than  Chicago  lard.  A.  No,  we  can  buy 
Canadian  lard  just  as  cheap,  and  even  cheaper,  than  you  cm  buy  Chicago  lard. 

Q.  Wooli)  adulteration  with  cotton  seed  oil  be  apparent  to  the  ordinary  house- 
keeper ?     A.  I  could  not  say,  I  don't  know  what  is  the  color  of  cotton   seed  oil. 

Q.  I  think  that  it  would  be  apparent  in  the  lard  in  melting  oi"  s^mothing  of  that 
kind  ?     A.  It  is  better  lard  and  clearer  and  brighter  and  purer  than  Canadian  lard. 

Q.  Yiiu  fcspoke  about  prices  being  the  same  as  Canidian  tard  ?  A.  Yes,  I  am 
speaking  of  lard  in  small  quantities.  I  don't  know  about  barrel  lard,  because  I  don't 
handle  it. 

By  Mr,  Bain  (  Wenlworth)  : 

Q.  Y"U  handle  it  in  packages  lor  family  use  ?    A.    Yes. 
By  Air.  McKay  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  if  the  Americans  have  any  ingredient  whioh  they  use  to  make 
this  lard  whiter  ?     A.  I  don't  know  that 

Q.  You  don't  know  that  ?     A.  I  don't  know  that.     I  know  that   thoy  have  had 
the  immense  haul  on  the  Canafiian  market  for  lard  for  many  years. 
By  Mr  Bain  (  Wentworih)  : 

Q.  I  would  Ike  to  ask  what  he  would  suggest  as  a  remedy  for  this  difficulty  ? 
A.  For  combines? 

Q,  For  the  prices  of  biscuit  ?  A.  The  breaking  up  of  the  combine  could  ba 
done. 

Q.  How  ?     A.  I  could  not  say.     You  can  declare  a  conspiracy  ? 

Q.  I  was  asking  you  how  it  struck  you  ?  A.  Oh,  1  have  been  thinking  of  it 
myself. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  D)  you  think  it  is  injurious  to  the  interest  of  the  country  ?     A.  I  do,  indeed, 
I  thiiik  it  is  taking  away  the  spirit  of  the  National  Policy. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (Weni worth)  : 

Q.  I  sapposo  as  a  matter  of  fact,  aa  a  thinking  man,  that  when  you  met  with 
this  difficulty  in  your  business  that  you  would  turn  your  mind  in  the  direction  as 
Low  to  remedy  it  ?  A.  Yes,  I  have  been  thinking  over  it.  I  confess  it  is  a  diffi- 
cult question.  You,  gentlemen,  may  have  been  giving  it  more  thought  than  I  have. 
Whether  it  is  in  the  province  ot  Pari  amen t  to  deal  with  it  and  declare  it  illegal,  I 
cannot  say.  I  am  not  a  lawyer,  but  it  does  seem  to  me  that  it  is  conspiracy,  both 
the  sugar  combine  and  this  combine,  and  all  combines.  I  know  the  manufacturers 
of  certain  articles  come  up  here  and  badgering  the  Government  to  get  proicctive 
dutien,  to  a  certain  extent,  and  they  get  that,  and  when  they  get  that  they  will  say  : 
We  have  this  thing,  and  it  is  going  to  pay,  and  we  might  just  as  well  make  a  good 
thing  out  of  it,  and  combine,  and  the  prices  will  be  so  and  wo.  I  imagine,  as  one 
who  has  given  some  thought  to  the  good  of  Canada  and  the  National  Policy,  know- 
ing the  intention  of  the  policy  to  benefit  the  country  generally,  and  benefitting  all 
concerned,  the  labor  market  and  everything  else,  and  not    benefiting  any  particalar 

monopoly. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  I  wanted  to  get  at  what  yon  thought  any  thoughtful  man  would  think 
would  be  the  practical  remedy?  A.  Of  course  when  it  goes  beyond  the  legitiiaato 
competition  and  goods  are  eold  under  cost  this  is  not  a  good  thing,  but  there  ahoald 
not  be  combinations  as  everybody  wants  to  get  goods  as  cheap  as  he  can. 
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By  Mr..Guillet: 
Q.  On  the  other  side  of  the  lino,  in  New  York  Slate,  is  there  a  combicalion  itt 
biscuits  ?    A.  I  do  not  think  so. 

Q.  Although  they  have  a  high  protective  tariff?  A.  From  raeeticg  with  leading' 
manufacturers  I  should  think  not.  Sometimes  the  prices  of  one  are  not  the  same  as 
the  prices  of  another. 

By  Mr.  McKay: 
Q.  Do  you  know  ot  any  combination  in  the  old  country  ?     A.  It  is  a  long  tim.® 
-since  I  have  been  there  but  I  do  not  think  so. 

Q.  I  mean  a  grocers'  guild  or  associtition  ?  A.  As  far  as  I  know  it  is  actives 
healthy  competition. 

By  the  Ghmrman  : 
Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  in  the  old  country  goods  such  as  Crosse  &  Blackwell's 
pickles,  that  the}'  have  fixed  the  prices  at  which  they  sell  them  and  the  prices  belo^T 
which  you  shall  not  sell?     A.  I  am  an  importer  of  those  goods  but  you  cannot  calf 
that  a  combination. 

Q.  It  is  fixing  the  prices?  A.  You  see  Crosse  &  Blackwell's  list  is  fixed  io 
London.  Their  price  is  not  regulated  by  any  other  house  and  there  are  scores  of 
manufacturers  of  pickles. 

Q.  But  they  decide  not  only  the  price  at  which  they  shall  sell  but  also  at  which 
you  shall  sell  ?     A.   When  the  Co-operative  Supply  Association  was  in  operation  they 
happened  to  cut  on  ihe  article  of  Crosse  &  Blackwell's  pickles  which  ha^  had  a  steady 
price.     No   matter   how   much   you    imported   they   undertook    to    sell    them     at 
less    than    cost,    to    the    very    gretit     annoyance    of    the    manufacturer    and  tha 
trade.    There  is  only  one  Crosse  &  Blackwell's  pickles,    and  retailers  and  whole>- 
salers  said  that  there  was   no   use   in    bothering  with  these  pickles.    The  profit  isi 
never  Very  large  and  Crosse  &  Blackwell  arranged  that  these  goods  shall  not  ba  soW 
below  cost.     The  advance  is  very  small ;   for  instance  they  cost  from  82.85  to  $  i. 99 
depending  on  the  rate  of  freight,  and  the  price  that  they  stipulate  that  you  are  not 
to  sell  them  less  than  is  $3.15. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 
Q.  You  can  buy  good  Canadian  pickles  for  less  than  $2.00?     A.  You  can  buy 
lots  of  them  and  imported  ones  too. 
By  Mr.  Bam  (WentwortK)  : 
Q.  Then  there  is  no  compulsion.     You  have  only  to  quit  using  Crosse  &  Biaek- 
well's  pickles  ?     A.  It  is  not  an  analogous  case  at  all. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 
Q.  You  can  take  it  or  leave  it  ?    A.  Yes. 


W.  C.  Gibson,  sworn. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  State  your  came,  occupation  and  address  ?  A.  The  name  of  the  firm  is  W. 
O.  Gibson  &  Son,  Ottawa. 

Q.  You  are  biscuit  manufacturers  ?  3)iA.  Yes,  sir.  •  .    +u' 

Q,  Are  you  in  the  combination  of  manufacturers  in  connection  with  thm 
business?    A.  Yes   sir. 

Q.  When  was  that  combination  formed  ?  A.  I  cannot  tell  you  when  it  was 
formed;  we  have  belonged  to  it  about  six  years. 

By  Mr.  Guillet :  ,         .    ^,     u     •         f^» 

Q.  When  did  you  establish  your  business  ?  A.  We  have  been  in  the  business  foi- 
25  years ,  We  were  in  the  baking  business  30  years  ago.  We  have  been  perkapi 
20  years  in  the  biscuit  business  ;  may  be  a  little  more 

Q.  It  is  6  years  since  you  joined  this  arrangement  ?     A.  About  6  years. 
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Q,  Where  is  the  combination's  headquarters  ?  A.  Toronto  is  where  they  have 
iheir  meeting?. 

Q.  Is  it  an  incorporated  company?  A.  I  do  not  think  that  they  aio.  We 
have  never  signed  any  docament  or  deposited  anything. 

Q.  Have  you  a  constitution  or  rules  of  agreement?  A.  Wo  have  a  little  book 
■of  rules  issued  some  years  ago,  but  I  never  read  it  closely. 

Q.  Have  you  a  copy  here?     A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  are  the  objects  of  your  association?  A.  I  think  one  of  the  principal 
objects  was  to  keep  up  a  standard  article  of  goods  ;  to  make  a  good  article  and  keep 
them  nnilorm. 

Q.   Is  it  biscuit  makers  or  biscuit  makers  and  confectioners  ?     A.  Biscuits  alone. 

Q.  Do  you  deal  in  confeclionery  ?  A.  Yes,  we  deal  in  them,  but  do  not  make 
liem.     There  is  a  combination  in  the  confectionery  business  also. 

Q.  Tbey  have  a  separate  organization  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Some  men  making  both  will  of  course  be  in  both  combinations  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  only  make  biscuits?     A.  That  is  ail. 

Q,  One  of  the  objects  is  to  make  a  better  article  ?  A.  Yes ;  I  think  that  is  the 
principal  object. 

Q.  Anoiher  object  is  to  regulate  prices  ?     A.  Yes  ;  to  regulate  prices. 

Q.  Who  does  that?    A.  It  is  agreed  upon  at  the  meetingH  when  they  meet. 

Q.  \  00  have  an  annual  meeting  ?     A.  Yes,  and  ofteuer  than  that. 

Q,  Have  you  an  executive  committee  to  regulate  these  matters?  A.  Yes. 
"They  do  not  have  a  regular  time  of  meeting,  they  call  a  meeting  if  stocks  shoold  go 
up  or  down. 

Q.  Where  do  you  meet?     A.  Toronto  every  time  that  I  have  met  with  them. 

Q.  It  has  been  stated  that  prices  have  not  changed  in  4  years;  that  the  price 
remains  about  the  same?  A.  They  have  been  changed  because  I  remember  being 
sa  a  meeting  when  the  principal  business  was  to  see  if  we  could  lower  the  biscuits, 
and  they  weie  lowered. 

Q.  That  is  soda  biscuits  ?    A.  Yea. 

Q.  Have  you  made  any  special  changes  in  the  whole  list?  A.  Yes,  soda  bis- 
C!"aitB  seem  to  rule  the  rest,  as  it  is  the  principal  article. 

Q.   What  do  you  sell  these  three  pound  boxes  for  now  ?     A.  20  cents. 

Q.  20  cents  delivered  ?  A.  We  deliver  them  round  the  city.  We  bhip  them  for 
Inat  hut  do  not  pay  the  freight. 

Q.  Is  anyone  permitted  to  pay  the  freight  ?     A.  No  sir. 
By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 

Q.  That  is  2u  cents  for  the  box,  not  per  pound  ?  A.  No;  20  cents  for  a  three 
potmd  box.  Ihat  is  to  storekeepers.  Wholesale  men  get  a  discount  otf  that;  a 
small  discount. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  How  much  ?  A.  Sometimes  we  sell  them  for  19  cents.  We  can  hardly 
aSbrd  it  but  we  have  to  do  it.  We  do  not  like  to  sell  many  of  them  to  the  whole- 
aaie  dealers  as  there  is  not  much  in  that. 

Q,  What  is  the  cost  of  the  box  ?  A.  The  box  and  label  cost  nearly  three  cents. 
"Very  cloi-e  to  that. 

Q.  How  near?  A.  Well  it  is  to  near  that  we  call  it  three  cents.  I  have 
figured  it  out  but  it  is  just  as  near  ihree  cents  as  we  can  get  it ;  the  box  and  band 
■liat  goes  round  it. 

Q.  Who  aie  in  this  agreement?    A.  There  are  a  couple  of  Montreal  firms. 

Q.  Do  you  know  iheir  names  ?  A.  The  Montreal  Biscuit  Company  and  the 
Xang  Manufacturing  Company;  Christie,  of  Toronto;  Abbot,  Brant  and  Ewell,  of 
IBrockville  ;  Crothers,  of  Kingstoo  ;  Gardner,  of  Kingston. 

Q.  Are  these  all  ?  A.  ISo  ;  there  are  some  more.  There  is  a  party  up  in  Col- 
lingwood. 

Q.  Who  is  that?    A.  I  forget  the  name. 

Q,  Is  McLaughlin,  of  Owen  Sound,  in?  Ai  Yes;  bat  there  is  another  in  Colling- 
Tw-ood.     Telfer  Bros!,  is  the  name. 
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Q.  And  Owen  Sound  ?  A.  I  think  it  is  McLaughlin.  There  are  a  good  many 
that  are  not  in  it. 

Q.  Is  that  ihe  whole  list  of  members  ?     A.  T«8 ;  that  is  about  all . 

By  Mr.  McKay : 
Q.  Ib  HeBsin  of  Toronto  in  ?     A.  He  ut-ed  to  be. 

Q.  Are  there  any  from  London  ?     A.  Yee;  the  McCormack  Company  and  Perrin, 
Q.  Anybody  from  Brantford  and  Woodstock  ?     A.  There   is   from  Bractford — 
Paterson,     They  accuse  me   very  much  of  not  being  a  regular  attendant. 

Q.  Is  Paterson,  of  Hamilton,  in  it?  A.  I  hardly  think  he  is.  Paterson  from 
Brantford  is  in. 

Q.  Is  Chillman  in  ?      A.  I  have  not  heard  the  name. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  firms  not  in  it ;  I  mean  any  of  the  large  firms  ?  A. 
Yes  ;  there  is  a  firm  in  Hamilton  that  I  have  heard  was  not  in,  but  there  are  two  or 
three  firms  in  Montreal  and  one  at  Dandte  and  another  at  Lancaster  and  several  in 
the  west,  but  I  do  not  know  their  names. 

Q  The  one  at  Lancaster  would  be  small  ?  A,  Not  large  ;  but  they  have  been 
in  bnsiresB  a  long  time, 

Q.  Were  they  ahked  to  join  ?     A.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  were  ever  asked. 

Q.  Do  they  make  as  large  an  assortment  as  the  others?  A.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  Lancaster  man  makes  as  large  an  assortment  as  some  of  the  others,  but 
I  remember  him  in  the  trade  25  years  ago. 

Q.  What  is  your  capacity  ?  A.  We  generally  make  soda  biscuits  in  the  after- 
noon. We  run  10  barrels  of  flour  in  the  afternoon.  We  could  make  more.  We 
ran  Bweet  biscuits  in  ihe  forenoon. 

Q.  You  have  improved  machinery  ?  A.  Yes ;  we  run  sweet  biscuits  in  the 
forenoon.     We  always  set  cur  sponges  and  lun  sodas  in  the  afternonn. 

Q.  You  run  about  10  barrels  of  flour  inio  i^odas  in  the  afternoon?     A.  Yos. 

Q.  What  quality  of  flour  do  you  use  ?  A.  We  use  the  best  patent  flour  that  w© 
can  get  from  white  fall  wheat.  The  millers  know  how  to  make  it,.  Someumes  they 
put  a  mixture  in  it. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Weniworih)  : 

Q.  Where  do  you  get  your  lard  ?     A,  Wo  sometimes    buy  from   Toronto  and 
eometimes  from  Chicago  ;  not  much  from  Chicago. 
By  Mr.  McKay; 

Q.  You  buy  quite  a  little  from  Chicago?  A,  A  little,  but  the  duties  are  against  us. 

Q.  Do  you  find  it  pure  ?     A.  I  do  not  think  it  is  pure.     They  call  it  refined  lard. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  WentwortK)  : 

Q.  What  is  the  difierence  when  it  is  not  pure?  A.  I  do  not  know  how  they 
manufacture  it  but  they  seem  to  take  the  oil  out  and  I  have  heard  that  they  put  this 
cotton  seed  oil  in  the  pace  of  this  pure  lard  oil. 

Q.  When  it  is  not  the  pure  quality  how  does  it  affect  the  biscuits?  A.  The  bis- 
cuit does  not  seem  to  be  so  short  and  crisp. 

Q.  Can  you  notice  the  difference  in  the  handling  of  the  lard.  Is  ^t  slower  to 
dissolve  or  what  is  the  peculiarity  ?  A.  1  have  not  worked  much  on  it  in  late  years, 
but  our  foreman  has  found  fault  with  it  and  said  it  would  not  keep  as  well  if  it 
was  not  used  so  soon.    It  does  not  make  them  quite  so  crisp. 

Q.  Usually  it  is  not  more  stubborn  in  liandling  ?     A.  JNo, 

Q.  How  much  lard  do  you  use  in  the  afternoon  to  your  10  barrels  of  flour? 
A.  That  belongs  to  the  trade,  but  we  use  25  pounds  of  lard  to  the  barrel. 

Q.  How  does  the  price  of  Canadian  lard  and  American  onmpare?  A.  There  is 
not  much  difference.     This  'Z  cents  per  pound  duty  makes  a  big  difference. 

Q.  Sometimes  you  can  buy  it  cheaper?  A.  Yes,  but  I  think  it  is  not  as  purel 
When  we  get  it  here  there  is  not  much  difference  in  the  price. 

Q.  As  a  rule  Canadian  lard  rates  about  as  much  higher  as  the  duty  ?  A.  Yes, 
about  that. 

Q.  What  proportion  of  the  cost  does  the  lard  bear,  that  is  approximately  to  the 
•cost  of  the  rest  of  the  material  ?     A.  We  use  about  25  pounds  to  the  barrel. 
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Q.  It  would  fotm  more  of  the  relative  value?     A.  Yes. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  What  weight  of  soda  biscuit  do  you  make  out  of  a  barrel  of  flour?     A,  Is  al 
lowed  to  make  about  the  same.     Wo  never  figure  on  more  when  you  take  out  the 
waste . 

Q.  You  mean  the  weight  of  the  flour  and  the  weight  of  the  lard  together?  A.  Yes, 
Q.  If  you  have  200  poucds  of  flour  and  25  pounds  of  lard  you  get  225  pounds  of 
biscuits  ?     A.  I  have  often  weighed  it  and  it  comes  out  about  that.     There  is  a  little 
loss  for  weight. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Weniworth)  • 
Q.  You  have  a  certain  amount  of  loss  in  breaking?     A.  Yes. 
Q.  But  you  are  able  to  take  out  225  pounds?     A.  I  do  not  think   it  would  go 
^ny  more. 

Q.  Did  you  sign  any  agreement  about  prices  ?  A.  There  wa?  a  matter  of 
honor.  I  never  signed  any  agreement,  but  my  son  signed  this  agreement  when  he 
joined  the  association.  We  agreed  on  prices.  I  never  signed  any  but  my  son  signed 
for  the  firm.  As  a  matter  of  honor  we  are  supposed  to  sell  at  the  one  price.  The 
greatest  object  is  to  keep  up  the  quality  of  biscuits. 
By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  Eow  does  that  regulate  or  prevent  that?  A.  They  are  not  allowed  to  make 
an  inferior  or  poor  quality  of  soda  biscuit  without  having  them  examined. 

Q.  My  experience  is  people  always  ask  for  the  best  soda   biscuits?     A.  Yes,  I 
think  they  sell  moi  e  in  having  them  good. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 
Q.  What  is  the  price  of  the  flour  now  that  you  use  ?     A.  Flour  is  about   $4.50 
and  perhaps  a  little  more.     For  cash  we  buy  pretty  close. 
By  Mr.  Fisher : 
Q.  What  rule  is  there  in  your  association  that  makes  you  keep  up  the  quality  of 
biscuits;    is  there  any  rule  as  to   the   details   as   to   how   much  you  put  in,  and  the 
quality  of  the  flour  you  use  ?     A.  Well,  no  ;    I  never  hear  of  any  question  as  to  that. 
Q.  How  does  your  association  keep   up  the  quality  of  biscuits?     A.  They  are 
judges  of  biscuits,  and  we  sometimes  take  biscuits  and  compare  them. 

Q.  Is  there  any  regular  comparison  of  that  kind  ?  A.  That  is  the  judgment  of 
the  committee.     They  pronounce  if  it  is  up  to  the  standard  or  not. 

Q.  is  there  any  complaint  made  against  your  biscuits  or  the  biscuits  of  any 
other  members  of  the  association  ;  have  you  ever  known  in  the  association  of  any 
complaint  being  inade  as  to  the  quality  of  biscuits?  A.  There  was  a  time  that 
Christie  had  to  sell  1  a  coot  higher  than  some  of  the  rest, 

Q.  Why  ?     A.  Becau^e  we  were  not  making  as  good  biscuits  as  he  was. 

By  the  Chairman  ; 
Q.  He  had  the  reputation  of  making  better  biscuits  ?     A.   fes,  I  thought  he  did. 

By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  Had  you  ever  in  your  association  any   complaints  made   against  any  of  the 
manufacturers  for  not  making  biscuits  up  to  the  quality  ?     A.  No,  I  don't  think  80. 
Q.  You  think  they  all  did  make   exactly  the   same   quality?     A.  I  think  they 
make  as  g-ood  as  they  can. 
By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  They  are  not  trying  to  make  a  cheap  biscuit  but  a  good  biscuit?     A.  Yes. 
Q.  L'id  you  ever  hear  of  complaints  being  made  Ihat  a  manufacturer  was  making 
too  good  a  biscuit  ?     A.  Yos.     At  one  time  we  were  anxious  to  have  the    privilege 
of  selling  a  half  cent  lower  than  Chnstie,  and  he  would  not  stand  it  and  I  think  ho 
made  the  complaint  for  the  benefit  ot  himself  that  we  were  making  as  good  biseuita 
as  his,  ard  he  would  not  agree  to  sell  at  ■>  cents  higher  than  us, 

Q.  That  was  the  only  instance  where  the  complaint  was  made  of  too  good  bis- 
cuits beiijg  sold?  A.  I  don't  remember  of  any  other  complaint  being.made.  I  know 
the  committee  has  met  together  and  examined  the  biscuits,  and  they  got  samples 
from  us  and  pronounced  them  good  and  thought  we  must  sell  them  at  the  same  price 
that  Christie  did. 
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By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.   Did   you  ever  suspend  or   put  out  any   members  of  the   association    in   the 
matter  of  the  quality  of  biscuits  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  Or  for  any  causes?  A.  ISTo,  sir.  I  look  upon  it  as  only  a  matter  of 
honor.  There  is  nothing  else  about  it.  We  agree  to  sell  at  such  a  price  and  get  up 
as  good  a  biscuit  as  we  can. 

Q.  They  all  hold  up  prices  pretty  well  ?     A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Qillmor : 
Q.  How  then  do  you   change  the  price?     A.  If   stock  goes  down  we  generally 
call  a  meeting  and  biscuit   has  been  put  down,   and  if  stock  raises  in  price  we  would 
have  to  raise  the  price  of  biscuit. 

Q.  There  is  no  need  of  calling  a  meeting  to  do  that  if  you  had  a  combination  to 
keep  the  prices  up  ?  A.  The  presiient  has  to  call  a  meeting  and  I  know  of  my  own 
knowledge  that  when  we  joined  them  we  were  selling  biscuit  at  7  cents  a  pound  and 
I  think  7^  and  they  put  them  down  to  this  and  I  remember  at  two  meetings  myself 
that  the  question  was  brought  up  if  we  could  lower  biscuits  and  they  were  lowered. 
Q.  Were  they  ever  lower  than  this  at  wholesale  prices?  A.  They  are  at  6 
now. 

Q,  Ton  haven't  changed  the  prices  for  some  time  ?     A.  Xot  for  some  time. 
Q.  For  how  long?    A.  For  a  couple  of  years. 

By  Mr.  Fisher: 
Q,  I  thought  you  sold  a  box  for  20  cents  ?     A.  Oh,  yes;  that  is  counting  for  the 
box. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  There  is  a  pretty  fair  profit  at  6  cents   a  pound  or  20  cents  a  box  ?     A.  The 
profit  is  not  large   on  that.     1  would  not  want   to  sell  them  any  less  if  there  was  no 
combination.    If  we  sold  them  less  we  would  have  to  make  a  poorer  article. 

Q.  I  have  here  your  estimate  made  of  the  cost  of  the  raw  material  which  would 
be  about  three  cents  per  pound  or  a  small  fraction  over  three  cents?  A,  There 
is  a  great  cost  besides  that.  There  is  the  cost  of  coal,  labor,  machinery  and  the  cost 
of  manufacture. 

Q.  A  three  pound  box  would  be  9  cents.  There  would  be  the  cost  of  manu- 
facture after  that  so  that  you  would  have  pretty  fair  profits  ?  A.  And  the  cost  of 
travellers.  There  are  a  great  many  things  which  would  take  a  long  time  to  take  into 
account.     For  instance  there  is   the  freight  on  empty  boxes  back. 

Q.  You  get  paid  for  that  box?    A.  Sometimes  they  have  to  burn  them. 

By  Mr.  Guillet  : 
Q.  Are  you  aware  of  any  biscuits  being  brought  from   New   York  or  from  the 
other  Bide?    A,  I  have  heard  oi  it  and  1  saw   them   in  one   store  in   Ottawa   here. 
They  were  pretty  badly  broken  up. 

Q.  Were  they  good  biscuits?  A.  I  think  the  biscuits  were  very  good  whet 
they  were  made. 

Q.  Are  you  aware  of  any  adulteration  being  used  in  making  biscuits  ?  A.  By 
as  ? 

Q.  Anywhere?     A.  No.     We  are  using  the  best  stock  we  can  get. 
Q.  How  does  shipping  affect  your  trade.     Is   there   any  limit;  do  you  ship  for 
indefinite  distances.     A.   I  ship  for  all  distances. 
By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  Is  your  trade  principally  in  the  Ottawa  Valley  ?     A.  Principally.     We  have 
sent  some  to  Manitoba  and  Brandon  and  some  to  British  Columbia.     Not  many,  but 
we  have  sent  some. 

By  Mr.  Wood  (  WesiJnoreland)  ; 
Q.  Do  you  send  any  to  the  Maritime  Provinces  ?    A.  No,  we  do  not. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  Tou  said  just  now  New  Year  biscuits  were  considerably  broken  up ;  was  that 
due  to"  packing  or  handling?     A.  I  could  not  say  whether  they  were  that  way  when 
these  parties  bought  them  or  not.    They  were  fine  biscuits,  still  I  think  if  a  biscuit 
IB  properly  made  it  is  not  so  easily  broken. 
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By  Mr.  McKay  : 

Q  Do  joii  pay  84.50  for  flour  from  white  wheat?  A.  We  pay  different  prices 
according  to  the  quality  of  it.  We  have  paid  $4.25  and  $4  50,  and  it  is  a  little  higher 
than  §4.50  ;  bat  I  think  the  average  price  would  be  thac. 

Q.  White  Ontario  wheat  or  Canada  wheat?  A.  They  tell  us  it  is  made  from 
white  wheat ;  we  buy  it  for  $4,50. 

Q.  Any  manufacturers  from  Quebec  in  the  combination?  A.  No,  sir.  I  think 
there  are  two  from  Montreal. 

By  Mr.  Wood  ( Westmoreland)  : 

Q.  There  are  none  of  your  biscuits  reaching  the  Maritime  Provinces?  A.  No. 
I  think  there  are  as  many  outside  of  the  combination,  if  not  more,  than  in  the  com- 
bination. 

By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q,  Do  you  find  that  those  not  in  the  combination  undersell  you  7  A.  Some  of 
them  do ;  some  of  them  a  little.  There  are  some  J'rench  houses  "in  Montreal.  I 
could  not  say,  I  have  seen  tbeir  invoices.  I  suppose  they  would,  but  I  don't  think 
they  are  making  as  good  a  biscuit. 

Q.  You  think  they  cannot  make  as  good   a    biscuit   and  undersell  you?     A.  I 
don't  think  they  can.     I  would  not  want  to  do  it. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Do  you  find  that  this  association  that  you  have  formed  works  pretty  satisfac- 
torily?    A.  Well,  1  haven't  heard  much  complaint  .about  it. 

Q.  Do  you  approve  of  its  continuance?  A.  1  think  1  would.  I  haven't  any 
objection,  but  I  don't  care  very  much. 

Q.  It  gives  you  some  advantage  in  the  trade?     A.    Well,  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Are  Toronto  men  permitted  to  pay  freight  to  Ottawa?  A.  No,  sir,  they 
are  not. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  ?     A.  They  are  not  allowed  to  pay  the  freight  to  Ottawa. 

Q,  Are  member.^  of  the  association  permitted  to  pay  freight  any  place?  A.  I 
think  they  are  allowed  to  pay  the  freight  on  one  road  where  there  are  two  roads. 

Q.  You  don't  know  of  any  other  arrangement  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  You  cannot  be  very  well  posted  then?  A.  I  suppose  I  don't  give  it  regular 
attention. 

By  Mr.  Gwllet  : 

Q.  Who  is  the  president?     A.  Christie. 

Q.  Are  you  at  liberty  to  make  special  rates  to  Manitoba?  Are  you  permitted 
to  make  special  prices?  A.  Manitoba  ?  I  don't  think  this  association  has  anything 
to  do  with  it  at  all. 

By  the  Ghaiiman  : 

Q    Tou  make  your  own  bargain  there  ?     A.   Yes, 

Q.  Who  is  the  i-ecretary  and  treasurer  of  the  association?  A.  I  think  the 
secretary  and  treasurer  is  in  London,  I  forget  his  name  just  now. 

Q.  Is  he  the  secretary  and  treasurer  both  ?  A.  I  could  not  say  that.  I  think 
McCormack  is  the  Secro'.ary  and  the  other  man's  name  I  forget,  I  think  it  is  Port. 

Q.  Is  Port  secretary  or  treasurer?     A.   I   would   not   be   sure.       I   think   he 
acts  sometimes  when  Christie  is  away,  I  think.      He  is  president. 
By  Mr.  Bain  {W entworth)  : 

Q.  What  are  the  facts  in  connection  with  the  distribution  arrangement  ?  I 
don't  know  them  exactly  ?     A.   Distributioa  of  what  ? 

Q.  Biscuit  iu  paying  freights  and  distributing  ?  A.  We  sell  them  at  a  certain 
price  on  board  the  cars  here.  When  we  deliver  them  in  our  waggons,  we  sell  at  a 
half  cent  higher. 

Q.  Then  you  are  all  required  to  sell  at  uniform  rates  on  board  the  oars?     A.  Yes 

Q.  At  the  place  of  manufacture  ?     A.   Yes. 

Q.  You  are  not  allowed  a  discount  or  in  anyway  cover  the  cost  of  freight  from 
there  to  where  the  custom  jr  lives  ?     A.  No,  wa  are  not  allowed  to  pay  the    freight. 
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We  pay  the  freight  on  boaid  the  cars  coming  back  on   empty   boxes.     A  customer 
pays  his  own  freight. 

Q.  Do  you  allow  any  discount  ?     A.  Yes;  at  60  days. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  What  do  you  estimate  the  cost  of  manufacture  outside  the  cost  of  materials 
pat  in  per  pound  ?     A.  I  could  not  unswer  that  without  figarinir. 

Q.  Ton  have  been  in  business  a  long  time.     You  have  a  fair  idea  ?     A.  I  coaid 
not  give  that  correctly  without  figuiing  it  up. 

Q.  Would  it  be  a  cent  per  pound  ?     A.  I  think  it  would   be   more  than    that. 
There  are  expen'^os  for  men's  wages  and  the  foreman,  and  there    is  a  great  deal  of 
■work  connected  w  th  it. 

Q.  Da  you  moan  to  tell  us  that  the  2,200  pounds  you  make  every  afternoon, 
that  it  cost  more  than  $22.00  to  manufacture. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 
Q.  In  calculating  the  value  you  calculate  the  rent,  wages,  wear  and  tear  of 
machinery  and  other  incidental  expenses  that  goes  on  in  the  manufacture?  A.  I 
havou't  figured  it  over,  but  there  is  a  great  deal  of  waste  about  It  and  a  great  deal  of 
labor  about  it.  We  had  to  pay  a  foreman  high  wagee,  and  we  had  from  20  to  22 
hands . 

Q.  Would  it  all  reach  $20.00  per  day  ?     A.  I  think  it  would. 
Q.  How  many  hands  have  you  making  biscuits  ?     A.  We  have   from  20   to  22; 
hands. 

Q.  Taking  your  biscuit  batch  how  many  hands  would  be  working  on  that  ?     A, 
They  are  all  engaged  on  it  and  then  there  is  a  traveller  and  a  book-keeper. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 
Q.  You  said  $20.00  a  day  would  be  about  the  amount  ?    A.  It  might  be  more 
than  that. 

Q.  Would  $-5.00  doit  ?  A.  I  could  not  say  without  figuring  it  up.  I  8U|j™ 
poee  it  would  be  somewhere  about  that. 

Q.  For  making  2,200  pounds  ?  A.  There  would  be  a  good  deal  of  the  forenoon 
preparing  for  that  afternoon. 

Q.  We  want  you  to  tell  what  it  is  ?     If  you  think    $25.00   covers  that,  that  is. 

what  we  want  to  know  ?     A.  I  think  it  would  perhaps  cover  it  or  somewhere  there. 

By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  How  does  your  profit  on  finer  biscuits  compare   with   your   profit   on   soda. 

biscuits?    A.  Thpy  are  about  equal.     Some  ot   them   are  a  little  moro,  but  we  don't 

sell  so  much  of  them. 

Q  How  does  the  profit  on  a  pound  of  finer  biscuit  compared  with  the  profit  on 
a  pound  of  soda  biscuit  ?  Take  lemon  biscuits  or  Abernethy  ?  A.  Well,  they  compare 
pretty  nearly.  We  have  to  have  a  little  more  because  we  don't  sell  so  many  of 
them. 

By  Mr.  Ftsher  : 
Q.  TIow  many  hands  do  you  employ  in  your  factory,  laborers,  &c.  ?     A.  Well, 
we  don't  always  have  quite  the  same.     About  18  to  20  hands. 
Q.  In  the  factory  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  many  travellers  do  you  employ  ?  A.  We  have  sometimes  two  and 
sometimes  one. 

Q.  How  many  men  in  the  ofSce  ?     A.  A  book-keeper  and  a  bay. 
Q.  That  is  your  whole  staflf  besides  the  head  of  the  firm  ?     A.  Yes. 
Q.  You  say  you  make  this  kind  of  soda  biscuits  in  an   afternoon  ?     A.  We  run 
them  through  the  machine  in  the  afternoon  and  bake  them. 

Q.  It  does  not  take  the  whole  staflf  to  prepare  for  them  in  the  morning  ?  A. 
No ;  we  make  some  sweet  biscuits  in  the  morning. 

Q.  How  much  sweet  biscuits  do  you  make  up  besides  six  tons  of  soda  biscuits  in 
a  week  ?  Sometimes  we  make  three  or  four  barrels,  sometimes  five  barrels,  some- 
times six  barrels  of  sweet  biscuits  in  the  forenoon. 

Q,  Probably  about  half  as  much  as  you  do  soda  biscuits  ?  A.  Not  always  halfj. 
sir. 


144  W.    O.    GIBSON. 


Q.   One-third  as  much?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  If  you  put  through  six  tons  of  soda  biscuits  in  a  week  you  would  put 
■through  two  tons  of  sweet  biscuits  ?  A .  Well,  I  suppose  somewhere  about  that,  but 
■we  don't  run  steady,  we  don't  run  full  time. 

Q.  To  do  that  you  employ  from  18  to  20  hands  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  your  hands  average  you  somewhere  about  $1,00  a  day  ?     A.  Somewhere 
there.     Some  we  don't  pay  that,  some  we  pay  a  good  deal  more. 
By  Mr.  Boyle: 
Q.   That  would  harmonize  with   the   statement  that  a  ton  of  soda  biscuits  cost 
about  825.00  ? 

By  Mr  Wallace : 
Q.  Of  these  18  or  20  hands  you  have  a  good  many  of  them  boys  or  girls?     A. 
Several  girls.     Young  men  and  married  men  who  earn  sometimes  as   high  as  $20.0ft 
a  week.     Some  get  $1.50  a  day,  and  some  of  the  boys  and  girls  pack. 

Q.  How  much  a  day  ?    A.   We  pay  some  of  them  $  i  a  week  and  some  $4. 

By  Mr.  McKay : 
Q.  Do  you  mate  anything  else  in  your  factory  but  biscuits  ?     A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  McBougall : 
Q.  Does  your  business  extend  beyond  Ontario  and  Qaeboc?     A.  No;   wa  don't 
fihip  east.     It  is  confined  to  Ontario, 
By  Mr.  Boyle: 
Q    You  made  the  expenses  of  material  about  3  cents  per  pound  ?    A.  Wholesale, 
.about  this. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  WentwortJi)  : 
Q.  This  association  exercises  no  pressure  to   bring  parties  into  it?     A.  No, 
never  did. 

Q.  Do  other  parties  keep  pretty  well  to  the    association   prices  ?     A.  I  don't 
think  there  is  much  difference. 
By  Mr.  Boyle : 
Q.  In  the  event  of  the  violation  of  the  rules  of  the  association,  what  then?     A. 
Well,  if  a  person  does  it  he  must  break  his  word,  because  he  said  he  would  not  do  it. 
By  Mr.  Quillet : 
Q.  No  fines?    A.  No  fines. 

By  Mr.  Boyle : 
Q.  Is  he  dropped  or  expelled  ?     A.  I  never  knew  one  to  be  brought  up  ? 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  Eeprimanded  ?     A.  Yes,  I  have  known  persons  to  cut  prices  to  get  an  order 
sometimes;  whether  he  was  reprimanded  or  not  I  could  not  say. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  Do  you  have  any  facilities  for  buying  in  consequence  of  being  a  member  of 
the  association,  or  does  each  one  buy  as  he  can  ?     A.  We  buy  as  wo  can. 

Q  Y'ju  don't  gain  any  benefits  by  being  a  member  of  the  association  in 
buying?    A.  No;  we  just  buy  where  we  can  buy  cheapest. 

Q.  You  have  no  organizad  connection  in  respect  to  purchasing?  A.  No.  As 
far  as  I  am  personally  concerned  I  don't  care  much  whether  there  is  an  association 
or  not. 
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House  op  Commons,  Ottawa,  17th  March,  1888. 

The  Committee  on  alleged  Trade  Combinations  met  this  afternoon,  Mr.  Wallace 
in  the  Chair. 

Elias  Eogers,  coal  merchant,  of  Toronto,  sworn. 

By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Mr.  Eogers,  would  you  please  tell  the  Committee  whether  you  are  a  member 
of  the  coal  section  of  the  Board  of  Trade  ?     A.  Tee,  I  am. 

Q.  Have  you  the  constitution  and  by-laws  that  govern  them  ?  A.  Yes. 
Q,  I  see  here  (Exhibit  3i6.)  that  "  the  asaooiation  shall  be  known  as  the  Coal 
Trade  Branch  of  the  Toronto  Board  ol  Trade,  and  shall  be  composed  of  such  coal 
dealers  as  are  members  of  the  said  board  who  are  duly  elocled  members  of  the 
branch  by  a  majority  of  the  members  present,  at  a  properly  constituted  meeting 
thereof  and  who  shall  have  paid  their  initiation  fee  to  the  said  branch.  The  amount 
to  be  paid  as  an  initiation  fees  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  $100,  and  a  register  shall 
be  kept  of  the  names  of  the  members  enrolled  from  time  to  time."  Now  I  see  by 
this  that  all  members  of  the  Board  of  Trade  who  are  coal  dealers  are  not  members  of 
this  Coal  Trade  Branch  ?     A.  I  think  that  about  all  of  them  are. 

Q,  It  requires,  besides,  that  they  should  have  to  be  duly  elected  members,  does  it 
not?    A.  Tes. 

Q.  After  being  members  on  the  Board  of  Trade  and  coal  dealers,  that  they  have 
to  be  duly  elected  members  of  the  branch  by  a  majority  of  the  members  present,  &c. 
"Well,  who  became  the  first  members  of  this  braacH  ?  Who  constituted  the  branch 
when  it  was  first  formed  ?  A.  I  think  there  was  a  geneml  meeting  of  the  dealers 
when  the  branch  was  first  organized.  I  think  there  was  a  meeting  of  the  dealers  at 
which  it  was  agreed  that  they  should  join  the  Board  of  Tri»de  and  form  a  branch 
organization  of  that  board. 

Q.  Then  the  Goal  Dealers'  Association  was  formed  before  they  became  part  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  ?     A.  No,  not  this  association. 

Q.  There  was  an  association  was  there  not?  A.  Oh,  yes.  I  do  not  know  whether 
you  would  call  it  an  association  or  not.  There  have  always  been  meetings  from 
time  to  time  of  the   coal  dealers. 

Q.  Would  you  permit  every  dealer  in  coal  to  take  part  in  these  meetings  and 
to  be  represented  at  the  meeting,  or  was  it  confined  to  certain  ones  ?  A.  Tou  have 
reference  to  meetings  of  this  organization  ? 

Q.  I  refer  to  the  meetings  of  this  branch  section  of  the  Board  of  Trade  ?  A.  I 
do  not" know  that  all  the  dealers  would  be  called  to  these  meetings,  there  would  only 
be  a  number  of  importers  sometimes.  Some  question  would  come  up  and  a  number 
of  importers  would  meet  together  to  consider  it,  but  there  was  nothing  special  to 

exclude  the  others.  .      ,       •      ,     .      t         ^  a 

Q.  How  many  classes  of  coal  dealers  have  you  in  the  city  7    A.    Importers  ana 

those  who  do  not  import.  .,       ,  x.    • 

Q.  Where  do  they  get  their  supplies  ?     A.  Those  who  do  not  import  get  their 

supplies  from  the  importers. 

By  Mr.  Msher~:  .    .         .  j  o   a    r.    +  •  i„ 

Q.  All  the  coal  passing  through  the  Toronto  market  is  imported  /  A.  Certainly, 
we  have  nothing  except  imported  coal  from  the  United  States. 

By  the  Chairman :  •  ,■     o     a     v        t 

Q   Then  is  this  the  whole  constitution  and  rules  of  this  association  {     A.   Yes  ,  1 

think  so.     There   may  be  some   addition  to  it   or  amendment,   but  that  is  a  copy 

that  I  happened  to  have  with  me .  ,„     .      .,      ^^  „^4- 

Q.  When  was  this  first  coal  association  formed?    A.  About  two  years  ago,  not 

q^uite  two  years,  I  think. 
3—10 
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Q.  Is  that  the  date  when  they  amalgamated  with  the  Board  of  Trade  ?  A.  This 
is  the  new  orgaDization.  There  is  no  date  on  this  constitution.  I  tbink  it  was  about 
the  first  of  May,  1886. 

Q.  About  the  first  of  May,  1886.  "What  is  the  initiation  fee  for  membership  ? 
A.  $20,  1  think.     It  is  either  $10  or  $20.     I  forget  just  now. 

Q.   Who  are  the  members  now  ?     A.  All  the  dealers,  as  far  as  I  know. 

Q.   All  of  the  dealers  are  members  of  this  coal  trade  branch?     A.  Tes. 

Q.   Those  who  are  not  importers  as  well  as  those  who  are?     A.  Tes. 

(-1.   Everyone?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Have  you  any  other  organization  besides  this  coal  branch  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  ?     A.  No.     You  mean  the  coal  trade  organization? 

Q.  Yes?    A,  Not  in  Toronto. 

Q.  I  mean  in  Canada  that  are  connected  with  it?    A.  No. 

Q.  Have  you  any  committee  or  parties  who  regulate  matters  besides  the  officers 
of  this  board  whose  names  are  here  ?  I  see  here  the  names  of  T.  E.  Whiteside, 
chairman;  James  Cowan,  deputy  chairman ;  E.  E  Gibson,  treasurer;  G.  W.  Wood, 
secretary ;  and  Messrs.  J.  E.  Bailey,  T.  Coulter,  Elias  Eogers,  F.  H.  Thompson, 
James  Cowan,  S.  Crane,  C.  J.  Smith  and  T.  E.  Whiteside,  executive  committee  of 
the  coal  section.  That  is  ihe  only  organization  that  you  know  of?  A.  That  is  the 
only  one  I  am  connected  with. 

Q  Where  do  you  bay  your  coal?  A.  In  various  places.  Of  course  there  are  a 
great  many  different  kinds  of  coal.  I  want  you  to  understand  what  we  are  talking 
about  before  we  get  very  iar. 

Q.  Where  do  you  buy  the  ordinary  kind  of  coal  for  household  purposes.  I  mean 
stove  coal,  chesnut  coal,  soft  coal  and  egg  coal  ?  A.  You  mean  the  points  or  the 
company, 

Q.  The  person  from  who  you  buy  ?     A.  You  mean  my  firm. 

Q,  Yes  ?  A.  This  last  year  we  purchased  from  the  Deleware,  Lackawanna  and 
Western  Company. 

Q.  Is  that  a  coal  or  a  railroad  company?  A.  It  is  both  a  railroad  and  coal  com- 
pany. We  also  bought  from  the  Pennsylvania,  from  the  Eeading  and  from  the 
Delaware  and  Hudson  Companies. 

Q.  Are  these  all  rival  companies?  A.  They  are  rival  companies.  They  sell  at 
substantially  the  same  prices.     Sometimes  they  may  vary  a  little. 

Q.  But  on  the  same  day  the  price  is  pretty  nearly  the  same?  A.  \es,  but 
eometimes  we  can  make  a  better  bargain  with  one  company  than  with  the  other. 
The  prices,  however,  are  substantially  the  same. 

Q.  Would  you  give  us  the  names  again  ?  A.  les.  The  Delaware,  Lackawanna 
and  Western,  the  Pennsylvania,  the  Eeading  and  the  Delaware  and  Hudson. 

Q.  In  what  quantiiies  did  you  buy  from  these  companies  in  the  last  12  months? 
A.  Then  there  is  ihe  Butler  Colliery  Company  as  well  as  the  Pittston  Coal  Company, 

Q.  These  are  the  mines?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  by  what  railroad  do  you  get  the  coal  from  them  taken  out?  A. 
Principally  over  ibe  Lthigh  Yalley  and  Brie  Eailway. 

Q.  To  Buffalo  ?     A.  Principally  over  the  Lehigh  Valley  to  Fairhaven. 

Q.  Does  any  come  by  Buffalo  or  Oswego?  A.  That  depends  on  circumstances. 
It  sometimes  comes  by  water.     We  have  facilities  for  bringing  it  both  ways. 

Q.  When  it  cames  by  water  it  comes  by  way  of  Oswego,  does  it  not?  A.  By 
water — Oswego,  Fairhaven,  Charlotte  and  Sodas  Point, 

Q.  What    proportion?     A.     We    take   from    the   Delaware,    Lackawanna    or 
Western,  and  are  taking  this  year  about  60,000  tons. 
By  Mr.  Fisher: 

Q.  That  is  your  own  firm  ?  A .  Yes,  we  take  more  from  them  than  from  any  other 
company.  I  could  not  tell  you  exactly  how  much  we  take  from  the  others.  We 
took  this  year  7,000  tons  from  the  Eeading  Company ;  3,000  or  4,000  tons  from  the 
Delaware  and  Hudson  ;  perhaps  20,000  tons  from  the  Butler  Colliery  Company  and 
5,000  or  6,000  tons  from  the  Pennsylvania  Company. 
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Q.  What  proportion  of  the  coal'  do  you  get  by  water  and  what  proportion  by 
rail?     A.  That  depends  altogether  upon  circumstances. 

Q.  Say  for  the  last  twelve  months  ?  A.  This  last  year  we  have  taken  probably 
■balf  by  water  of  anthracite  coal. 

Q.  Half  by  water  and  half  by  rail?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Well,  those  coal  companies  you  say  are  railroad  and  coal  companies  com- 
bined? A.  The  Delaware,  Lackawanna  and  Western  is  both  a  railroad  and  coal 
company  ;  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  is  both  a  railroad  and  coal  company ;  the  Bead- 
ing Company  is  both  a  railroad  and  coal  company  ;  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Company 
is  a  coal  company  exclusively.  They  operate  over  the  Lehigh  Valley  and  Brie 
Eailways  principally. 

Q.  Where  do  you  purchase  this  coal  ?  Do  yon  purchase  it  in  Toronto  or  at  points 
at  which  it  is  delivered  ?  A.  Either  at  the  Bridge  or  at  the  Lake  Ontario  shipping 
port? 

Q.  On  the  American  side  ?  A.  Yes  ;  these  are  the  points  at  which  purchases 
are  made. 

By  Mr.  McKay  : 
Q.    Does  that  mean  loaded  on  the  vessel  ?    A.  Yes  ;  free  on  board  vessel.     All 
anthracite  coal  for  the  northern  or  Canadian  market,  the   prices   are   made  at  these 
points,  either  at  the  bridge  or  Lake  Ontario  shipping  points. 

Q.  Who  are  the  agents  from  whom  you  bay  ?  For  instance  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  and  Western.  Where  is  the  agency  through  which  you  purchase  ?  A, 
We  purchase  direct  from  the  company.  We  send  our  orders  direct.  If  lor  vessel,  the 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  and  Western  ship  it  at  Oswego,  and  wa  order  it  from  the 
shipper  at  Oswego. 

Q.  In  purchasing  coal  from  the   various   companies,  does  not  the  larger  dealers 
get  a  less  price  than  the  smaller  ones?     A.  That  may  be  the  case  to  some  extent, 
■but  there  is  very  little  difference.     The  price  of  anthracite  coal  is  made  from  month 
to  month  by  a  committee  known  as  the  Western  Anthracite  Joint  Committee. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  • 
Q.  Id  Ontario?    A.  No  ;  in  the  United  States. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  And  they  send  you  the  prices?     A.  Yes,  they  send  us  the  prices. 

By  Mr.  Fisher : 
Q.  It  does  not  make  much  difference  whether  you  buy  from  one  company  or 
from  the  other.     You  get  about  the  same  price  ?     A.  The  price  of  one  company  may 
be  sometimes  a  little  more  than  the  other  companies. 

Q.  You  are  not  aware  that  in  the  States  there  is  a  combination  at  which  coal 
companies  are  bound  to  sell  at  one  price?  A.  There  is  a  combination  (Exhibit  25 
a  &  6.)     They  are  supposed  to  sell  at  one  price,  but  it  is  not  always  adhered  to. 

Q.  The  prices  still  vary  ?  A.  Yef.  It  depends  altogether  on  the  condition  of 
the  market.     It  is  a  question  of  supply  and  demand. 

By  the  Chairman :  ,.       i         £     .j 

Q.  Can  anyone  purchase  from  these  companies  at  these  figures  they  have  hxea 
upon.     lii  there  a  minimum  quantity  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  No  quantity  is  fixed  then?     A.  No.  .    -trr  i,  t  ^u-  i 

Q.  Will  they  sell  to  anyone  who  furnishes  cash  down  ?    A.  Will,  1  think  some 

of  them  would.  .  -.i  m        * 

Q  Are  they  bound  with  your  Canadian  sssooiations,  say  with  your  loronto 
branch,  not  to  sell  to  everyone  who  comes  from  Toronto?  A.  Well,  there  is  a  com- 
bine arrangement.  I  think  it  is  better  now  that  I  have  got  to  that  point  th^^t  i 
should  explain  the  constitution  in  regard  to  that.  The  whole  anthracite  trade  is 
controlled  by  five  leading  carrying  companies  in  the  States.  These  are  the  Dela- 
ware, Lackawanna  and  Western  Company,  the  Pennsylvania  Eailroad  Company,  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  Company  (they  are  coal  companies  as  well,  you  understand) 
the  Irie  and  the  Reading  Company.  They  control  the  whole  business  and  there  haa 
3— lOJ 
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always  been  more  or  less  pressure  brought  to  bear  by  these  com  panies  or  their  re- 
presentatives to  force  organization  or  uniformity  of  prices  in  the  various  markets. 

Q.  Do  these  companies  then  fix  on  the  uniform  price  at  which    they  will   sell  ? 
Do  they  interfere  with  the  price  that  the  men  who  buy  from  them  sell  at  ?    A.  They 
do  if  they  see  fit  to  do  so. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  Do  they  limit  the  person  to  whom  they  shall  sell?  The  Chairman  asked  a 
few  minutes  ago  if  anybody  could  go  and  buy  coal  from  these  companies.  I  did  not 
get  a  clear  answer  to  that.  Tou  as  coal  dealers  in  Toronto  can  do  this  either  as  a 
private  individual  or  private  manufacturer,  you  can  go  and  get  coal  as  you  like  T 

The  Chairman— Or  as  a  coal  dealer  ? 

Witness — I  do  not  think  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  they  can.  I  have  some  news- 
paper clippings  here  in  reference  to  a  meeting  which  was  called  in  Toronto  on  26th 
October,  1880.  Here  I  read:  "  The  Chairman  here  went  on  to  state  that  American 
coal  dealers  would  not  deal  with  any  body  of  citizens  binding  themselves  together, 
and  to  prove  this  he  read  the  following  from  H.  C.  Eoberts  &  Company,  Eochester." 

Q.  Who  were  they?  A.  A  large  coal  concern  at  that  time.  Messrs.  H.  C. 
Eoberts  &  Co.  wrote  :  "  We  would  want  to  be  assured  in  case  we  furnish  you  that 
you  would  have  a  yard,  &c.,  and  maintain  prices  with  other  dealers.  We  cannot 
name  price  or  furnish  you  if  coal  is  intended  for  parties  that  have  clubbed  together 
to  reduce  the  retail  price." 
By  the  Chairman  ; 

Q.  Who  is  that  from?    A.  H.  C.  Eoberts  &  Co.,  of  Eochester. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  ■ 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Eoberts  at  that  time  a  dealer  or  agent  from  whom  parties  in  Toronto 
were  in  the  habit  of  selling?    A.  Yes,  he  was  a  shipper. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  He  was  simply  a  dealer  ?     A.  He  was  a  private  shipper. 

Q.  Are  you  controlled  in  your  prices  by  the  men  that  you  buy  from  in  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania?  A.  I  think  there  would  be  very  great  difficulty  in  anyone 
obtaining  any  very  great  quantity  of  anthracite  coal  who  was  not  a  member  of  the 
organization  there. 

By  Mr.  Fisher: 

Q.  Has  your  organization  made  any  bargain  with  these  companies  in  the  States? 
A.  I  had  better  explain  how  that  organization  was  formed.  As  I  have  said,  there 
has  always  been  more  or  less  pressure  brought  to  bear  from  these  companies  to 
enforce  organization  or  uniformity  of  price.  Sometimes  they  have  gone  so  far  as  to 
fix  the  price  themselves. 

Q.  At  which  you  shall  sell  ?  A.  At  which  we  shall  sell.  I  find  from  a  clip- 
ping here  from  the  Toronto  Mail  of  5th  January,  1883 

By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  I  think  these  statements  of  business  transactions  of  five  and  eight  years  ago 

are  hardly A.  But  it  leads  up  to  a  point.     I  want  simply   to   show   how   this 

business  has  been  controlled  in  the  past  and  come  to  the  point  where  this  organiza- 
tion was  formed. 

Q.  These  conditions  which  you  read  about  in  1880  and  these  which  you  now 
propose  to  read  about  in  1883,  these  conditions  do  not  exist  now  ?  A,  I  am  simply 
going  to  read  a  report  of  what  actually  occurred  in  New  York,  when  the  prices  on 
the  Toronto  market  were  fixed. 

Q.  Is  that  in  1883  ?  A.  Yes.  It  is  a  "  report  of  meeting  held  at  the  general 
offices  of  the  New  York,  Lake  Erie  and  Western  Coal  and  Iron  Exchange  building, 
New  York,  on  the  28th  December,  1883.  It  is  resolved  that  the  price  of  coal  in 
Toronto  shall  be  as  follows  :  ^6.75  per  ton  delivered;  $6.25  per  ton  in  yard  ;  66.00 
per  ton  by  car  load  for  all  sizes  of  anthracite  coal." 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  That  means  the  prices  at  which  who  shall  sell  the  coal  ?  A.  That  was  to  be 
the  retail  price. 
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By  the  Chairman ; 
Q,  Would  you  read  those  figures  again  ?  A.  Certainly.  $6  75  per  ton  deliv- 
ered, $6.25  per  ton  in  yard  and  $6.00  per  ton  by  tbe  car  load.  That  was  something^ 
new  at  that  time,  as  far  as  the  Toronto  market  was  concerned.  It  was  not  new  as 
regarded  other  markets  at  points  in  the  United  States,  but  it  was  as  far  as  Toronto 
was  concerned.  Previous  to  that  they  had  always  insisted  on  the  dealers  coming 
together  and  fixing  the  price.  Well,  they  did  not  continue  to  fix  the  price  at  all 
times  after  that,  but  they  continued  to  insist  on  dealers  in  Toronto  having  a  uniform 
price  and  maintaining  them.  At  a  meeting  heli  at  the  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel,  New 
York,  on  the  14th  and  15th  days  of  April,  1886  (Exhibit  25a)  there  was  a  commit- 
tee appointed  to  come  to  Toronto  "  for  the  purpose  of  endeavoting  to  harmonize  the 
local  interests  and  establish  a  trade  upon  the  basis  of  the  wholesale  prices  fixed  by 
this  Board ;"  that  means  the  wholesale  price  upon  the  basis  of  the  price  at  Lake 
Ontario  ports  and  the  Bridge  "  endeavoring  to  harmonize  the  local  interests  and 
establish  a  trade  upon  the  basis  of  those  prices."  That  committee  came  to  Toronto 
and  the  princi  pal  dealers  were  called  together. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  That  was  in  1886  ?  A.  Yes,  just  prior  to  the  organization  of  this  association. 
There  was  a  representative  of  each  of  these  companies  present  at  the  meeting  that  I 
have  referred  to.  These  were  controlling  interests,  and  we  were  given  to  under- 
stand that  we  must  organize  and  that  any  dealer  who  would  stand  up  unwilling  to 
come  into  the  organization  would  not  be  able  to  obtain  supplies. 
By  Mr.  Ftsher : 

Q,  When  was  that  ?     A,  In  April,  1886,  the  committee,  at  least,  was  appointed. 
By  the  Chairman  .- 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  these  men  were  sent  for  by  persons  in  Toronto?  A.  I 
do  not  think  they  were. 

Q.  Did  they  come  of  their  own  accord?  A.  I  have  explained  that  it  was  a 
common  thing'  for  one  dealer  to  complain  of  another  that  this  other  dealer  was  cut- 
ting rates.  They  would  go  to  the  companies  from  whom  they  were  purchasing  and 
want  rebates  on  their  accounts,  saying  that  they  could  not  afford  to  meet  tbe  prices 
at  which  their  competitor  was  selling  and  I  think  probably  that  this  committee 
coming  from  Toronto  at  that  time  was  the  outcome  of  some  complaint  or  one  or 
more  complaints  that  had  been  made. 
By  Mr.  Gillmor  : 

Q.  There  was  a  combination  existing  amongst  themselves?  A.  This  was  to 
regulate  Toronto  market. 

By  the  Chairman :  ,     v  m, 

Q.  It  is  to  regulate  the  prices  among  your  Toronto  dealers?  A.  Yes.  iney 
were  worried  and  annoyed  by  these  constant  complaints. 

Q.  What  was  the  agreement  arrived  at?  A.  These  gentlemen  made  a  state- 
ment. I  was  at  that  time  very  much  opposed  to  attempting  any  further  organiza- 
tion. We  had  previous  to  that  had  several  agreements  or  understandings  which  had 
not  been  kept.  Some  dealers  would  be  anxioas  to  have  prices  put  up  higher  than 
the  market  warranted  and  they  would  immediately  take  advantage  of  it  to  cut  rates. 
My  experiecce  had  been  very  unsatisfactory.  I  was  told  distinctly  by  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  company  over  whose  road  our  supplies  were  coming,  that  we  would 
be  obliged  to  go  into  the  arrangement  if  we  were  to  obtain  our  supplies. 

By  Mr.  Fisher:  •     o    »     v 

Q .  You  were  forced  into  the  arrangement  by  the  American  companies  (  A .    i  es. 

By  the  Chairman :  ■  ^    c  n- 

Q.  As  I  understand  it,  the  American  companies  had  no  cause  to  intert ere.  It 
was  a  misunderstanding  among  the  Toronto  dealers?  A.  This  came  back  and 
affected  them.  There  were  demands  for  rebates  and  this  annoyed  the  companies 
And  they  came  over  to  Toronto.  t  tk-  v  T 

Q.  Was  there  any  agreement  made  for  them  to  come  over  ?  A.  Yes,  i  t^i^K  i 
proposed  that  at  that  time  that  an  organization  must  be  formed  in  conjunction  witu 
the  Board  of  Trade.    At  all  events  I  did  what  1  could  to  bring  that  about. 
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Q.  An  arrangement  was  formed?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  arrangement  did  you  come  to  with  these  American  companies?  A. 
Of  course  that  was  all  they  asked.  They  insisted  on  our  organizing  and  fixing 
prices. 

Q.  They  insisted  on  your  organizing  and  you  organized  in  connection  with  the 
Board  of  Trade  ?     A.  Yes. 

By  Mr  Bain  (  WentwortJi)  : 

Q.  "What  was  your  adjustment  with  the  Board  of  Trade?  A.  We  came  into  the 
Board  of  Trade  simply  as  any  other  member,  each  of  us  individually. 

Q.  And  you  organized  the  coal  section  ?  A.  Yes,  which  we  had  a  right  to  do 
under  the  provisions  of  their  charter. 

Q.  What  control  have  they  over  you  ?  A.  I  will  read  you  one  of  the  rules. 
Tbey  have  some  control  and  that  was  one  of  my  reasons  for  urging  this  connection 
■with  the  Boaid  of  Trade.  As  I  said,  the  gentlemen  representing  the  companies 
from  the  other  side  insisted  on  an  organization  being  formed  and  prices  being  fixed^ 
and  I  think  probably  the  question  of  prices  was  discussed  while  they  were  present, 
and  an  agreement  arrived  at  as  to  the  prices  to  be  charged  at  that  time. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  They  were  not  specially  interested  in  the  prices?  A.  Yes,  that  the  prices 
should  be  on  the  basis  of  their  wholesale  prices. 

Q.  What  do  you  call  their  wholesale  prices  ?  A.  The  prices  they  fix  from 
month  to  month  at  the  bridge  and  other  ports  for  the  Toronto  and  other  Ontario 
markets.  Eule  V  of  this  constitution  reads  :  "  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  executive 
Committee  further  to  fix  the  prices  of  coal  and  change  the  same  from  time  to  time 
as  in  their  judgment  the  necessities  of  trade  demand,  and  to  instruct  the  secretary  to 
notify  all  members  of  the  branch  of  such  action  and  the  prices  so  fixed  shall  be  the 
prices  at  which  coal  shall  be  sold  by  this  branch  and  the  Executive  Committee 
comes  under  an  obligation,  at  any  time  to  submit  to  the  Council  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  a  statement  showing  the  percentage  of  profit  being  made  by  this  Branch  and 
the  Council  may  make  a  deliverance  thereon."  It  was  thought  that  the  Council  of 
the  Board  ol  Trade  were  large  buyers  of  coal  themselves  and  it  would  be  perfectly 
safe  in  leaving  it  ir  that  way. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  Is  that  the  only  control  the  Board  of  Trade  Council  have  over  your  section  ? 
A.  I  suppose  it  is  not.  The  provisions  of  their  charter  give  them  further  control, 
but  I  have  not  read  it.  It  was  intended  by  that,  that  at  any  time  we  could  present 
our  books  and  show  them  the  exact  position  of  matters. 

Q.  This  agreement  was  made  in  1886  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q,  The  Council  had  no  power  to  interfere  with  the  prices  yon  thought  proper 
to  charge?    A.  That  was  the  intention. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  Has  there  been  any  change  in  the  agreement  since  1886?  A.  There  has 
been  some  additions.  I  do  not  know  what.  Perhaps  some  slight  alteration,  but  I 
do  not  know  of  any  special  alteration. 

Q.  The  agreement  is  in  force  to-day  pretty  much  on  the  same  lines  ?      A.  Yes^ 

Q.  Your  Committee  decide  what  the  prices  shall  be  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Are  these  prices  then  submitted  to  these  American  companies  for  their 
approval?    A.  No. 

Q.  You  dictate  these  prices  virtually  without  any  reference  to  them?  A.  Any 
dealer  would  be  at  liberty,  if  he  felt  so  disposed,  to  complain  to  the  companies  over 
there. 

Q.  If  they  were  selling  coal  under  cost  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  As  I  understand  it,  no  dealer  can  sell  coal  at  prices  under  cost.  You  are 
organized  to  fix  prices  7    A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  prices  are  no  way  under  the  control  of  the  men  from  whom  yoa  buy  f 
A.  I  suppose  if  they  chose  to  do  it  they  could  interfere  at  any  point. 
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Q.  They  are  practically  the  only  people  from  whom  you  can  get  coal  ?  A.  They 
control  the  situation  entirely, 

Q,  Do  you  submit  to  them  the  prices  for  approval  at  which  you  sell  ?  A.  I  do 
not  think  there  has  been  any  practice  of  that  kind. 

Q.  Will  you  state  what  the  advance  is  between  your  buying  price  and  sell- 
ing price  ?  A.  Of  course  we  buy  free  on  board  vessel,  and  there  are  costs  and 
charges 

Q.  Ton  buy  coal  free  on  board  at  different  ports  which  you  deliver  retail  in 
Toronto?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Ton  buy  wholesale  and  deliver  it  retail?  A.  The  cost  of  transportation  and 
handling  varies  from  time  to  time. 

Q.  What  is  the  difference  between  the  cost  of  your  coal  delivered  in  your  yard 
in  Toronto,  and  the  cost  you  sell  at  retail  ?  A.  I  think  I  can  give  you  a  short 
answer  to  that.  I  have  never  known  at  any  time  I  have  been  in  the  business  in 
Toronto  the  average  profits  on  a  year's  transactions  to  exceed  25  cents  per  ton. 

Q.  That  brings  up  another  point.  Ton  have  not  got  an  arrangement  for  a 
fixed  advance  ?     A.  No;  as  long  as  we  agree  among  ourselves  they  will  notintorfere. 

The  Chaiuman. — ''It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  executive  committee   to  fix  the 
prices  at  which  coal  shall  be  sold."     I  think  that  settles  that. 
By  Mr.  McKay : 

Q.  Do  they  fix  the  minimum  price  ?     A.  Tbey  would  not  allow  us  to   sell   coal 
below  the  wholesale  prices,  with  the  charges  added  ;  that  is  less  than  cost. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  What  pjices  did  you  give  for  your  coal  at  Oswego?  A.  The  prices  varied. 
I  cannot  tell  you  from  memory. 

Q.  Have  you  any  statement  ?  A.  From  memory,  I  have  made  up  a  memo,  of 
the  cost  of  the  season's  vessel  coal  at  Toronto. 

Q.  Could  you  give  us  the  price  at  Oswego  ?    A.  I  haven't  it  here. 

Q  What  is  this  from,  is  this  just  from  your  memory?  A.  It  is  from  my 
memory.     The  opening  price  at  Oswego  was  $3  79  per  ton. 

Q.  What  date  was  that  ?    A.  That  was  in  May. 

Q'  The  prices  were  fixed  about  the  first  of  the  month  ?  A.  Tea,  about  the 
28th  of  each  month,  for  the  coming  month's  coal. 

Q.  What  was  the  price  in  April  ?  A.  In  April  the  price  was  about  the  same,  I 
think. 

Q.  This  is  the  price,  delivered  in    Toronto,   I   think  ?     A.  I   have   made  up   a 
memfirandnm   of  the   cost,  delivered  in  Toronto.    The  opening  price  was  $3.79  per 
ton,  at  Oswego,  for  the  month  of  May. 
By  Mr.  McKay : 

Q.  What  is  that  ?     A.  ISTet  ton. 

Q.  Is  that  2,000  lbs.?    A.  Tes,  2,000  lbs. ;  it  is  the  short  ton. 
By  Mr.  Quillet  : 

Q.  I  understand  coal  is  sold  entirely  at  2,240  lbs.  per  ton  ?  A.  Anthracite  coal 
is  sold  by  the  gross  or  long  ton. 

Q.  That  is  2,240  lbs  ?    A.  Tes. 
By  Mr.  McKay  : 

Q.  That  is  what  the   $3.79  is  for,   is  it?     A.I  will  give  yo-i  the  gross  price. 
$4.25   was  the   opening  price.    I  am  giving  it  to  yon  net  tons ;  we  aro  leckoning  it 
altogether  from  net  tons. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  That  was  the  price  in  May  in  Oswego ?  A.  That  was  the  May  price  in, 
Oswego, 

By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q  What  coal  did  you  take  as  a  standard  soft  or  egg  coal  ?  A,  That  is  stove 
and  nut  coal  I  am  speaking  of.  It  is  very  important  that  we  should  understand 
that  there  are  a  great  many  different  kinds  of  coal ;  the  average  prices  varying  from^ 
«1.50  to  $6,50  per  ton. 
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By  Mr.  McKay  : 
Q.  This  is  the  coal  for  household  use  ?    A.  It  is  stove  and  nut  coal. 

£y  Mr.  Bain  (WentwortK)  : 
Q.   These  are  the  highest  prices  of  domestic  coal  then  for  household   use?    A 
Not  necessarily ;  there  is  soft  coal  for  grate  purposes. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 
Q.  How  can  a  new  dealer  become  a  member  of  your  association? 

By  the  Chairman :  .         •  u    i. 

Q.  Let  us  get  thiough  with  the  question  of  prices  ;  we  were  starting  with  the 
prices  in  May  ?  A.  At  that  time  it  was  H.19  per  ton  on  the  vessel  at  Toronto,  the 
lake  freights  was  30  cents  per  ton  ;  these  are  the  prices  for  May,  June  and  July. 
There  is  au  advance  on  egg  and  grate  coal,  but  noj  advance  I  think  on  soft  and  nut 
ooal,  for  these  months,  and  there  were  3,500  tons  of  coal  imported  by  vessel,  at  that 
price.  There  is  an  advance  in  August  in  the  lake  freight,  which  would  bring  the 
cost  on  the  vessel  at  Toronto  up  to  aboat  $4.40  per  ton.  There  were  20,000  tons 
imported  that  month. 

Mr  Boyle  —What  is  all  this  leading  to?  The  witness  has  already  'stated  that 
the  profits  were  not  more  than  25  cents  per  ton.  What  is  the  use  of  making  a  cal- 
culation like  this  ? 

Ihe  OHAIRMA.N.— I  havcn't  asked  him  about  the  question  of  profits  that  he  woald 
make  or  that  any  dealer  would  make.    That  is  not  the  question. 
Mr.  Boyle. — It  is  immaterial  to  the  question — all  these  figures. 
Mb.  McKay.— I  think  it  is  well  that  we  should  get  all  this  information. 
Witness. — The  vessel  freights  were  30  cents  per  ton  in  May,  26  cents  in   Jane, 
and  30  cents  in  July.     There  was  an  advance  of  10  cents  on  some  sizes  of  coal* 
Speaking  trom  memory,  I  don't  think  there  was  any  advance  on  soft  or  nut  coal. 

Q.  Y^oa  thick  during  these  three  months  it  remained  the  same  price  ?  A.  I 
think  so,  as  near  as  1  can  remember,  but  it  was  impossible  for  the  dealer  to  take 
advantage  of  it.  I  should  explain  tbat  the  vessel  transportation  was  so  limited  ;,that 
we  could  not  get  in  any  considerable  quantity  at  all,  especially  in  July.  At  the  end 
ol  July  we  were  over  bO,()00  tons  behind  our  year's  coal  which  we  should  have,  owing 
to  the  lack  of  vessel  transportation. 

Q.  Could  not  get  the  vessels  ?     A.  Could  not  get  the  vessels. 

By  Mr.  Guitlet : 
Q.  I  buppose  you  could  purchase   for  future   delivery?     A.  No,  we  could  not. 
That  wants  to  be  thoroughly  understood.     In   some   years    we  have  been  able  to  do 
that,  but  last  year  I  do  not  think  any  dealer  was  able  to  purchase  for  future  delivery. 
Here  is  a  copy  of  the  minutes  ot  the  association  that  I  refer  to — Western  Anthracite 
Joint  Committee,  held  in   the   Fifth   Avenue  Hotel,  New  Fork,  26th  May,  at  which 
they  say :  "  That  the  present  prices  be  continued  for  the  month  of  June,  except  the 
prices  ol  grate  bizs  to  be  advanced  to  the   same   as   charged   for  egg  size  ;  and  they 
further  recommend,  that  all  sales  should  be  made  on  the  definite  understanding  that 
delivery  should  be  made  during  the  month  of  June  (Exhibit  256).    That  rule  pre- 
vailed throughout  the  year,  and  I  don't  think  any  sales  were  made. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  What  was  the  price  in  August?     A.  The  price  in  August  advanced  25  cents, 
and  freights  advanced.     The  price  of  coal  on  vessel  at  Toronto  would  be  about  $4.46. 
Q.  It  had  advanced  10  cents  ?     A,  It  had  advanced  25  cents. 
Q.  Then  it  would  be  at   Oswego  about   $4,04  ?     A,  The  price  was  $4.50  gross- 
That  would  be  $4.00  per  net  ton, 

Q.  The  remainder  of  the  advance  was  an  advance  in  the  freight — the  freight 
wotild  be  advanced  to  38  cents  ?  A.  Yes,  the  freight  was  about  38  cents.  There 
were  about  20,000  tons  imported  that  month,  in  September  it  was  about  the  same. 
There  were  about  20,000  tons  imported  at  10  cents  advance  in  the  cost.  That  would 
be  $4,50  on  board  the  vessel  at  'Toronto, 

Q.  When  was  it  $4.60  on  the  vessel  in  Toronto?  A.  September,  October  there 
was  about  26,000  tons  imported,  at  a  cost  of  about  $4. '75  on  board  the  vessel  at 
Toronto,  In  November  there  were  about  ci5,000  tons  imported  at  a  cost  of  about  $5,25. 
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Q.  Which  is  it  the  total  imports  in  Toronto  or   your  imports  ?     A.  This  is  the 
total  imports  taken  from  the  harbor  returns  as  to  quantities. 
Q.  At  what  cost?    A   $5.25. 

Q.  What  was  the  price  giveu  you  at  Oswego  ?     A.  The  price  at  Oswego  at  that 
month  was  $5.00  per  across  ton  which  is  $4.46  net. 
By  Mr.  McKay  : 
Q.  Freights  went  up  to  79  cents  per  ton  ?     A.   Freights    varied   from  76  to  19 
cents  per  ton. 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  Went  up  from  2b  to  79  cents  per  ton  ?    A.I  think   there  were  only  two  or 
three  vessels  coming  in  at  25  cents  rate. 

Q.  What  was  the  Oswego  price  in  October?  A.  I  think  it  was  $4.75,  if  I 
remember  right 

Q.  $4.75  per  gross  ton  ?     A.   Yes. 
Q.  How  much  is  that  ?     A.  $4.75  gross  is  $4.24  net. 
Q.  And  the  Septemper  price  ?     A.  Toa  mean  at  Oswego? 
Q.  Yes  ?    A.I  gave  you  that  already. 

Q.  You  gave  us  $4.50  as  the  cost  price  in  Toronto?  A.  That  would  be  $4.02 
the  net  ton  at  Oswego.  This  35,000  tons  in  November,  I  have  figured  out  here  on 
that  basis  and  the  average  would  be  $4.65  per  ton  for  the  whole  of  the  imports  in. 
Toronto  last  season. 

Q.  The  average  would  be  how  much  ?  A.  $4.65  taking  the  average  quantity 
imported  each  month  at  these  various  prices. 

Q.  That  is  delivered  in  Toronto  ?  A.  That  is  on  the  vessel  in  Toronto  harbor. 
Then  the  harbor  dues  are  5  cents .  The  coil  heavors  get  20  cents.  The  cartage  to 
the  yard  was  10  cents  and  screening  was  15  cents. 

Q.  I  see  some  have  put  it  down  at  5  cents— why  do  you  put  it  at  15  cents  ?  I 
saw  the  statement  in  the  New  York  Herald,  it  was  5  cents  per  ton  for  soraoning  ? 
A.  It  depends  altogether  on  what  they  mean  by  that.  If  they  are  screening  car 
coal  which  has  not  been  handled  it  might  not  exceed  that,  but  when  coal  handled 
two  or  three  times  as  is  vessel  coal,  it  could  not  possibly  be  done  for  less  than  15 
cents.  15  cents  is  the  very  least  eHtimate.  The  average  cartage  to  consumers  is 
40  cents  and  then  there  is  40  cents  for  general  expeoBes. 

Q.  Have  you  got  all  the  items  of  the  expenses  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Is  this  an  abstract  fVom  your  books  or  what  is  it  ?  A.  This  is  from  memory. 
Still  it  is  approximately  correct  and  it  is  the  cost  of  the  coil  merchants  of  Toronto. 
Q.  Of  course  you  are  giving  us  your  own  experience.  You  are  giving  it  as 
your  own  experience.  We  onlv  want  your  own  statement.  How  many  tons  of  coal 
did  you  handle  last  year— duiing  the  12  months?  A.  Of  this  kind  of  coal- 
anthracite    coal. 

Q.  Yes  ?     A.  We  handled  perhaps  100,000. 

By  Mr.  McKay:  . 

Q.  Do  you  deliver  with  yoar  own  teams  or  do  you  hire  ?  A.  We  deliver  witu 
our  own  teams  and  we  hire  when  we  require  extra  cartage. 

Q.  Howmany  tons  of  other  kinds?     A.   About  500,U00  tons. 

By  Mr.  McKay  : 
Q.    What  do  you  pay  when  you  hire  your  cartage?     A.  $2.50  per  day. 

By  the  Chairman:  ,  .^.        tu     * 

Q.  Would  the  geueral  expenses  of  the  500,000  tons  be  as    much   as  the   otherr 
A.  It  JQst  depends.  There  are  some  kinds  of  coal  on  which  there  is  a  very  close  com- 
petition and  the  general  experibes  are  not  always  figured.  «        +       +  T 
Q.  You  think  it  would  average  that  for  the  whole  thing?    A.  40  cents  a  ton.    x. 
think  40  cents  a  ton  would  be  the  average  for  general  expenses. 

Q.  That  is  cartage  w-uld  be  $60,000,   and   general  expenses   would  be  $(»0,UOT 
more  in  your  business.    You  gave  the  cartage  as  40  cents  per  ton  (     A.  Xes. 
Q.  And  the  geneial  expenses  at  40  cents  per  ton  ?     A.  Yes. 
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Q.  That  would  mean  $60,000  for  cartage  and  $60,000  more  for  general  expenses  ?' 
A.  Yes,  I  think  it  would  amount  to  fully  that.  We  occupy  yards  owned  and  leased 
Tepresenting  $125,000  in  value.  1  suppose  it  would  sell  for  that  and  then  we  own 
Ihe  plant 

Q.  What  proportion  of  this  do  you  own  ?  A.  We  own  two  thirds  of  that  I  sup- 
pose. Tbat  is  we  own  or  hold  in  perpetual  lease  from  the  city  and  we  own  a  plant 
-worth  about  $25,(J00  or  $150,000  in  all,  which  at  6  per  cent,  would  be  $9,000  per 
finnnm. 

Q.  What  is  your  plant  ?     A.  Horses  and  carts. 

Q.  Ton  do  your  own  cartage  ?     A.   We  do  largely. 

Q.  Would  you  not  charge  that  cartage  again  ?  A.  Well  perhaps  I  should  leave 
that  item  out. 

Q.  We  will  not  go  into  that  just  now  ?  A.  Do  you  want  to  know  how  that 
general  expense  is  made  up.  I  would  like  you  to  suflSciently  understand  that  be- 
cause tbat  is  an  important  item. 

Q.  Well  give  it  to  us?  A.  I  have  offices  which  outside  of  the  yards  rent  at 
about  $1,750  and  carry  a  stock — an  average  stock  of  $100,000,  sometimes  it  exceeds 
that  and  sometimes  il  is  not  so  large.  I  suppose  we  have  now  on  our  books  about 
f  100,000  of  accounts  on  the  average.  On  thete  two  items  at  6  per  cent,  interest  it 
would  mean  about  $12,000.  Then  insurance  amounts  to  about  $2,000,  and  then  office 
salaries,  such  as  the  salaries  of  the  salesmen,  collectors  and  others  amount  to  about 
$18,000.  OontJDgencies  say  about  $5,000  and  yardman  outside  and  carters  about 
$i5,000.     That  includes  all  the  yardmen. 

Q.  Is  that  not  in  the  cartage  account  too?  A.  No.  I  suppose  part  of  that 
might  be  charged  against  labor  and  screening.  It  might  not  reach  40  cents  but  it 
is  not  far  from  40  cents  for  general  expenses. 

Q.  Now,  we  might  go  a  little  farther — about  the  coal  you  get  in  by  rail,  the 
prices  are  fixed  at  Buffalo  or  at   the  Suspension  Bridge  (Exhibit  25e)  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  do  you  pay  freight  on  that  to  Toronto  ?  A.  The  freight  from  Buffalo 
to  Toronto  is  ai  ranged  at  three  rates.  I  thick  the  rates  are  made  for  10,000  tons,  or 
over,  and  I  think  there  is  a  rate  made  for  10,000  tons,  and  a  rate  made  between  Sand 
10,000  tons.  The  rate  for  10,000  or  over  has  been  this  year  from  Suspension  Bridge 
60  cents  from  the  1st  of  September. 

Q.  And  since  that  ?  A.  65  cents  from  the  Ist  of  September  to  the  1st  of 
INo vera  her. 

Q.  And  since  that  ?    A.  70  cents  from  that  time  up  to  the  present  time. 
By  Mr.  McDougall  : 

Q.  That  is  the  net  ton,  is  it  ?     A.   That  is  the  net  ton,  yes. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Net  ton  from  the  Bridge  to  Toronto  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  for  the  10,000  tons  and  over — was  there  a  better  one  than  that  ?' 
A.  I  think  there  are  no  better  rates  than  these  I  have  given  yon.  It  might  be  that 
these  rates  apply  to  20,000  or  over,  and  that  for  10,000  tons  it  is  5  cents  higher  than 
these  rates. 

Q.  That  is  the  best  rate  ?  A.  I  think  this  is  the  best  rate,  yes.  We  have  an 
allowance  of  5  cents  per  ton  on  account  of  our  sidings.  We  have  our  own  sidings, 
that  is  a  separate  thing.  We  supply  the  sidings  for  the  unloading  of  all  cars  at  our 
own  yards.  That  is  of  course  altogether  from  the  fact  that  we  supply  them  with 
additional  terminal  facilities  in  connection  with  the  Grand  Trunk. 
By  Mr.  McKay  : 

Q.  What  value  do  you  put  on  these  sidings  ?     Did  you  value  them  in  the  other 
Taluation  of  the  yards  ?     A.  I  cannot  say  wo  put  any  special  value  on   them.     We 
paid  for  them  what  they  cost,  about  $2,000  each. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  How  many  have  you  ?    A.  We  have  two  yards  with  sidings.    One  yard  haa- 
Iwo  sidings. 
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Q.  About  how  much  do  you  get  in  by  water— about  30,000  tons  or  35,000  ?  A. 
About  that. 

Q.  And  65,000  by  rail  ?  A.  Yes.  We  may  have  got  in  more  than  that  by 
water.     Our  tonnage  this  year  will  be  something  over  95,000. 

Q,  Now,  your  committee  fixes  the  price.  These  prices  arc  fixed  by  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  ?     A.  They  may  as  occasion  requires. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  how  often  have  you  met  during  the  last  season?  A. 
Well,  I  haven't  been  at  more  than  two  or  three  meetings,  I  think,  during  last  year. 

Q    Well  they  have  been  called  then  /    A.  Oh,  yes. 

Q.  The  Executive  Committee  fixes  the  prices  then?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  penalties  are  there  for  those  who  break  the  prices  ?  A.  A  penalty 
fixed  by  the  association — by  fining. 

Q.  What  is  your  fine  ?     A.  It  is  varied  in  proportion  to  the  oflfence. 

Q.  Is  it  given  in  this  Constitution  and  By-Laws  ?    A.  1  don't  think  there  is 
anything  special  in  regard  to  it.     It  is  usually  in  proportion  to  the  offence. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  what  is  the  largest  fine  that  you  know  of  being  im nosed 
in  Toronto?     A.  $',000. 

Q.  $1,000?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  that  81,0U0  collected?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  was  fined  ?     A.  Patrick  Burns, 

Q.  What  was  his  offence  ?  A.  It  was  immediately  after  this  organization  was 
formed.    The  offence  was  cuttirg  prices  for  the  waterworks  contract. 

Q.  But  by  the  rules  and  by-laws  he  could  not  be  fined  $1,000.  There  is  no 
regulation  here  to  that  effect.  There  must  be  some  rules  independent  of  these  ?  A. 
I  think  there  are.     I  told  you  before  that  I  thought  there  was  something  else. 

Q.  This  occurred  before  you  were  amalgamated  with  the  Board  of  Trade  did  it 
not?    A.  No. 

Q.  It  was  since  then  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q,  Since  this  constitution  was  adopted  then  ?  A.  Yes.  I  think  that  it  was  not 
under  this  rule  that  that  action  was  taken.  It  was  an  understood  thing,  though,  at 
the  time  that  this  organization  was  formed.  This  committee  who  came  to  Toronto 
at  that  time  explained  about  their  organization  in  Buffalo  and  said  that  they  imposed 
fines  for  violation  of  the  rules  and  that  when  a  fine  was  imposed  the  member  was 
enspended  until  the  fine  was  paid. 

Q.  But  rule  13  only  provides  that  "a  member  for  breach  of  the  rule  shall  be 
deemed,  in  default,  liable  to  suspension  or  expulsion  "  but  there  is  nothing  about 
fining.  The  clause  continues  : — "  Any  member  so  suspended  or  expelled  deeming 
himself  aggrieved  shall  have  the  right  of  appeal  first  to  the  Branch  or  subsequently 
to  the  Council  of  the  Board  of  Trade  ;  such  appeal  must  be  made  in  writing  addressed 
to  the  secretary  and  the  decision  of  the  Council  shall  be  final."  Did  Patrick  Burns 
appeal  from  the  decision  ?  A.  No. 
By  Mr.  McKay  : 

Q.  Did  he  pay  this  willingly  or  did   he  object  ?     A.  I  could  not  say.     I  did  not 
have  anything  to  do  with  it. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  was  done  with  the  money  ?    A.  He  got  the  most  of  it  back  afterwards. 

Q.  He  paid  the  money  for  the  fine  in  to  the  association  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  was  the  oflfence  ?     A.  Cutting  prices. 

Q.  In  violation  of  the  rule  of  the  association?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  was  the  particular  oflfence  that  was  proved  against  him  ?  A.  It  was 
cutting  the  prices  for  the  waterworks  contract. 

Q.  By  which  he  got  the  contract  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  were  the  circumstances.  I  suppose  your  committee  had  agreed  upon 
&  certain  price  ?    A.  Yes.  the  price  had  been  fixed  for  the  contract, 

Q.  By  whom  ?  A.  If  I  mistake  not  that  price  was  fixed  at  the  time  this  com- 
mittee was  there,  I  mean  the  committee  appointed  to  come  to  Toronto  and  insist  on 
organization.     I  remember  that  they  were  there  at  the  time. 
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Q.  Who  was  to  get  the  contract  for  sapplying  the  waterworks  ?  A.  I  think 
that  Mr.  Keith  was  to  have  that  contract. 

Q.  The  coal  dealer  in  Toronto  ?    A,  Yes. 

Q.  And  he  was  to  have  the  contract  for   supplying  the  waterworks.     How  was 
it  decided  who  was  to  have  the  contract  ?     A.  I  should  explain  that  at  the  tiaie  this 
committee  came  to  Toronto  that  was  one  of  the  questions  that  had  to  be  settled. 
By  Mr.  Bain    (  WentwortK)  ; 

Q.  The  Committee  from  the  United  States  ?  A.  Yes  ;  the  Committee  from  tho 
United  States.  The  contracts  for  previous  years  had  been  nearly  always  given  to 
wholesalers  in  the  market.  They  had  frequently  been  taken  at  less  than  cost,  that 
is,  in  making  the  price  there  was  nothing  allowed  for  general  expenses  in  the  busi- 
ness and  the  question  was  how  these  contracts  could  be  made  to  pay  their  proper 
share  of  the  general  expenses  of  the  business.  It  was  suggested  that  a  pooling  ar- 
rangement should  be  adopted,  under  which  each  importer  would  get  a  share  of  the 
profits  from  these  contracts  to  assist  in  paying  their  general  expenses. 

Q.  That  is  that  the  whole  of  the  profits  were  not  to  go  to  one  dealer?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  But  were  to  be  divided  up  among  all  the  dealers  ?  A.  It  was  a  pooling 
arrangement  on  the  basis  of  tonnage. 

Q.  That  is  the  amount  of  business  that  each  one  did  ?    A.  On  tho  basis  of  ton- 
nage as  shown  by  the  custom  house  return  for  the  previous  year. 
By  Mr.  Fisher ; 

Q.  How  did  you  expect  to  collect  the  fine  you  imposed.     A.  This  part  of  the 
arrangement  was  fairly  understood.     The  intention  of  the  arrangement  was  to  make 
the  contracts  pay  their  proper  share  of  the  general  expenses  of  the  business. 
By  Mr.  McKay  : 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  general  expenses?  A.  I  mean  this  40  cents  that  I 
spoke  of.  It  was  the  intention  at  the  time  that  this  organization  was  formed  that 
the  contract  and  the  summer  trade  should  pay  their  share  of  the  general  expenses  of 
the  business  instead  of  doing  as  they  had  done  in  previous  years  selling  down  to  cost 
or  about  that  without  anything  for  these  general  expenses  and  then  putting  the 
whole  of  these  general  expenses  on  the  winter  trade. 

Q.  And  these  profits  were  to  be  divided  among  all  the  dealers?  A.  Yes  as 
far  as  the  contracts  were  concerned.  There  were  three  or  four  large  contracts  in 
Toronto  that  tenders  were  advertised  for  and  they  were  specially  mentioned. 

Q.  How  was  the  contract  for  the  coal  for  the  city  schools  arranged  for?  A. 
There  was  no  arrangement  with  regard  to  that.  It  was  allowed  to  take  the  retail 
price  so  far  as  the  coal  was  concerned.     Wood  was  of  course  to  be  an  open  question. 

Q.  Who  tendered  for  the  coal  for  the  city  school  ?     A.  They  all  tendered. 

Q.  Who  got  it  ?  A.  We  got  it.  The  prices  were  all  the  same  for  the  coal  but 
we  tendered  lower  for  the  wood. 

Q.  You  had  to  pool  the  profits  with  the  other  dealers  ?  A.  No,  there  was 
no  pooling  about  that. 

Q.  Then  was  it  agreed  you  should  have  the  contract?     A.   No. 

Q.  Then  how  did  you  get  it  ?     A.   We  made  a  lower  price  for  the  wood. 

Q.  But  you  fixed  the  coal  at  a  certain  price  ?     A.  Yes, 

Q.  And  then  yon  were  to  tender  for  the  wood  at  what  you  pleased  ?     A.   Yea. 

Q.  And  yours  was  the  lowest  for  the  wood  ?  A.  Yes.  This  was  in  1886.  We 
have  not  the  school  contract  this  year.     Mr.  McGill  has  the  contract  this  year. 

Q.  Bo  you  know  of  any  arrangement  with  your  coal  section  by  which  the  city 
contract  was  let  by  auction?  A.  That  is  what  I  speak  of,  the  pooling  airangement* 
I  may  suy  that  the  price  was  fixed  and  whoever  made  the  highest  bid  received  the 
contract.  This  money  went  to  the  exchange,  that  is  one-sixth  of  the  amount,  and  the 
balance  was  dividea  among  the  importers  at  that  time  as  shown  by  the  custom 
house  return; 

Q.  How  many  importers  are  there  ?    A.  About  seven  or  eight,  I  think. 

Q.  And  this  was  divided  up,  of  course,  amongst  these  seven  or  eight  ?    A.  Yes. 
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Q.  How  much  was  the  amount   that   the   successful   tenderer  gave  ?    A.  Well, 
there  were  different  contracts, 

Q.  There  were  a  number  of  contracts  of  that  kind  ?     A.  Tee,  four  or  fivCi 

Q.  What  were  these  contracts  ?     A.  The  Government's 

Q.  How  many  tons  waa  that  ?    A.   I  do   not  remember  the   tonnage,  oerhaps 
2,000  tons. 

Q.  Then  there  was  the  school  board  ?    A.  That  was  not  fixed  that  way. 
Q.  The  wood  was  left  open  ?    A .  Yes. 

Q.  What  else  was  there,  was  the  waterworks  contract  included  in  that  arrange- 
ment too  ?    A .  Yes. 

By  Mr.  McKay  : 
Q.  In  the  auction  arrangement?     A.  It  was   intended   that   Mr.    Keith   should 
have  it. 

By  the  Ghairman : 
Q.  Who  has  the  contract  now  for  the  waterworks  ?    A.  Mr.  Bailey. 
Q.  How  did  he  obtain  it  ?     A.  In  the  same  way. 

Q.  By  making  the  highest  bid  for  it  ?  A.  Yes.  I  am  speaking  not  from  what 
I  know  personally,  but  Irom  what  I  believe  to  be  the  case.  I  had  nothing  to  do  so 
far  as  the  present  contract  is  concerned. 

Q.  He  made  the  highest  bid  and  he  got  the  contract.  What  was  paid  for  the 
waterworks  contract  ?    A.  Do  you  mean  this  last  year  ? 

Q.  Yes  ?  A.  I  think  it  was  $600.  I  do  not  know  personally,  but  from  what  I 
have  heard  and  believe  to  be  the  case.     I  had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

Q.  You  were  a  member  of  the  council  then  and  you  could  not  take  part  in  it  ? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  There  were  arrangements  made  with  the  other  coal  dealers?  A.  I  had  this 
to  do,  that  I  induced  the  other  dealers  to  make  a  lower  price. 

Q.  Tou  say  that  all  the  members  of  the  coal  trade  in  Toronto  are  members  of 
this  coal  branch  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  I  think  you  said  they  wore  all  members  or 
about  all  ?     A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Did  they  all  participate  in  this  arrangement  that  was  made,  or  was  it  con- 
fined to  the  importer  ?  A.  The  importers  were  the  only  ones  who  could  undertake 
these  contracts. 

Q.  But  this  division  of  the  profits  ?  A.  These  profits  were  divided  amongst  the 
importers  ' 

Q.  They  did  not  include  all  the  dealers,  but  only  the  importers  ?  A.  Yes,  the 
importers  are  the  only  men  of  course  that  can  undertake  these  contracts.  No  one 
else  has  the  facilities. 

Q.  They  would  have  to  buy  from  the  importers  ?  A.  Yes,  they  have  the  room 
and  the  facilities  for  handling. 

Q.  Then  you  have  a  separate  organization  of  those  importers  ?  No,  it  is  all  the 
one  organization.     The  Executive  Committee,  you  understand,  make  the  prices. 

Q.  So  that  with  reference  to  this  arrangement  whereby  this  $600  was  to  be 
divided  among  the  coal  importers,  when  you  made  that  arrangement  you  did  not  give 
these  other  men  a  vote  naturally,  or  perhaps  they  would  have  voted  part  of  it  to 
themselves?     A.  That  was  the  original  arrangement. 

Q.  And  that  still  remains  ?  A.  Yes.  Of  course  these  gentlemen  were  quite 
agreeable  to  that.  They  considered  it  only  a  fair  arrangement .  It  was  a  matter  of 
DO  interest  to  them  although  they  were  members  of  the  executive  committee. 
There  were  three  men  who  were  not  importers,  but  who  were  members  of  the 
executive  committee,  the  chairman  and  two  others. 

Q.  Do  you  administer  an  oath  in  your  organization?     A.  Yes. 
Qi  An  oath  of  membership  ?    A,  Yes,  it  is  a  qualification  that  every  member  la 
required  to  take  in  order  to  become  a  member. 

Q,  What  is  it  ?  A.  It  is  to  the  effect  that  they  have  carefully  read  tho  consti- 
tution and  by-laws,  and  that  they  will  maintain  them  as  long  as  they  continue  in 
membership,  and  that  they  will  not  allow  others  in  their  employ  to  violate  them. 
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Q.  Is  anyone  required  to  take  the  oath  except  the  members,  that  is  the  dealers 
thempelves.  Are  their  employes  required  to  take  the  oath  in  any  instance?  A.  I 
think  the  salesmen  have. 

Q.  What  are  they  required  to  take  the  oath  for?  They  are  not  members  of  the 
Organization  ?  A.  I  think  it  is  as  employes  of  the  members  of  the  organization 
that  they  are  required  to  take  the  oath.  The  object  was  of  course  that  they  should 
be  bound  to  maintain  the  prices. 

Q.  Then  you  swear  then  to  keep  them  fastened  down  to  the  prices  ?  A,  Yes ; 
that  is  the  intention. 

By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  Is  there  an  oath  of  secrecy?     A.  No. 
By  Mr.  Quillet: 

Q.  In  a  case  of  parties  who  have  conscientious  objection  to  taking  an  oath,  what 
do  you  do  with  them  ?    A.  Well,  I  have  conscientious  objections  to  taking  the  oath. 

Q.  I  suppose  in  that  case  you  would  affirm  ?     A.  Yes. 

Mr.  GuiLLET — But  there  are  parties  who  object  to  join  an  oath-bound  association. 
By  the  Ghairman  : 

Q.  There  are  two  classes  of  oaths,  the  oath  of  the  member  who  having  read  over 
the;.con8titntion  and  by-laws  promises  that  he  will  submit  to  them  and  keep  them,  and 
then  there  is  the  oath  of  the  Qon-ctterabar  or  employe?  A.  I  think  there  is  only  a 
very  slight  variation.  This  constitution  and  by-laws  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
salesman,  and  I  think  the  only  variation  is  just  sufficient  to  cover  their  case,  simply, 
that  they  have  read  the  constitution  and  by-'aws  and  will  maintain  the  rules  of  the 
association. 

Mr.  Bain  (Wentworth) — If  you  are  going  to  summon  the  secretary  of  the 
association,  Mr.  Chairman,  he  was  the  man  who  should  have  custody  of  all  these 
papers. 

Witness — Everyone  has  them. 
By  Mr.  Guillet: 

Q.  I  suppose  there  is  a  minute  book  ?     A,  I  suppose  there  is. 

Q.  You  said  in  reference  to  orders  for  coal  in  the  month  of  June,  that  orders 
would  not  be  taken  owing  to  your  inability  to  deliver  coal  during  that  month  ?  A. 
That  is  by  the  shippers. 

Q.  Did  that  extend  to  the  remaining  months  of  the  year  ?     A,  Yes. 
By  Mr.  McKay  : 

Q.  Is  there  much  difference  between  the  price  of  coal  at  Oswego  in  1887  than 
what  it  was  there  in  1866?  A.  Oh,  the  price  was  very  much  advanced,  very  much 
advanced. 

Q.  How  much  ?  A.  Well,  there  was  hardly  any  advance  in  1886  from  the 
opening  price.  Still  there  was  a  slight  advance  as  near  as  I  remember  now,  and  in 
le87  there  was  a  very  large  advance. 

Q.  What  was  the  aveiage  price,  as  near  as  you  can  give  it,  in  1886?  A.  I  don't 
know  that  I  remember  it  sufficiently  to  state,  but  I  think  about  $4.25  per  gross  ton. 

Q.  That  was  the  average  price  at  Oswego  per  gross  ton  in  1886  ?  A.  That  is  per 
gross  ton.  I  don't  think  it  would  exceed  that,  speaking  from  memory.  That  would 
be  about  $3. 75  per  net  ton. 

Q.  It  did  not  rise  during  the  season  as  it  did  in  1887?  A.  No,  nothing  like  as 
much.  There  wasn't  the  same  difficulty  in  transportation.  The  coal  was  imported 
to  Toronto  at  lower  rates  of  freight. 

Q.  About  what  rales  in  that  year?  A.  Well,  I  think  the  rate  wasn't  over 
twenty-five  cents  per  ton  before  September  or  October. 

Q.  Then  freights  went  up  very  much  in  the  season  of  1887— vessel  freights?  A. 
Yes. 

By  Mr.  Fisher: 

Q.  As  i  understand  it,  then,  this  combination  was  entered  into  for  the  purpose 
of  regulating  trade  in  Toronto  and  sustaining  the  prices.  What  was  the  result  of  this 
combination  ?    A.  Well,  I  believe  the  effect  of  this  organization  has  been  to  increase 
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the  price  of  the  large  contracts  in  sum  ner,  which  we  call  the  rich  man'ti  trade  and 
decrease  very  materially  the    price  of  vvinter  trade  or  the  poor  man's  trade 

Q.  In  what  way  is  that  brought  about,  will  you  explain  a  little  ?  A.  The  price 
this  last  spring  ia  placed  at  $6  per  ton.  That  was  supposed  to  be  a  fair  price  for 
coal  on  the  basis  of  what  the  wholesale  price  is  fixed  by  tbe  association  on  the  other 
side. 

By  Mr.  Guillet  : 
Q.  Was  that  delivered?     A.  Yes;  delivered. 

By  Mr.  McKay ; 
Q.  At  what  season  ?     A.  That  price  was  fixed  in   May   immediately    after  the; 
prices  was  fixed  on  the  other  side. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  That  was  the  summer  price  ?     A.  Yes.     For  these  large   contracts  25  cents 
was  taken  off. 

Q.  That  was  a  discount  ?  A.  Th-it  was  a  discount  for  lai'ge  contracts.  That 
was  bimply  these  large  contracts  which  have  been  referred  to. 

Q.  Any  private  individuals  ?  A .  Not  the  householders,  eve  ryone  paid  the 
same  price. 

Q.  Well  the  effect  of  your  association  rather  raised  that  price  then.  I  would 
like  to  get  Mr.  Rogers  to  state  what  the  price  would  likely  have  been  if  it  hadn't  beea 
for  the  association  that  year  ?  A.  In  my  opinion  the  price  at  which  these  contra,cts 
and  this  class  of  trade  I  speak  of  (the  rich  man's  trade)  that  would  have  been  prob- 
ably $5.25  or  $5.50  per  ton.  Probably  not  more  taan  $5.25  per  ton.  That  trade 
was  probably  taken  at  about  75  cents  a  ton  less.  The  result  of  competition  ia  coal 
in  sumraer.is  generally  to  cut  prices  to  the^bare  cost  of  the  coal,  freight  and  handling,, 
without  leaving  anything  for  general  expenses. 

Q.  Will  you  explain  why  it  is  thai  in  the  winter  trade  the  same  effect  would 
■not  crop  out  ?  A.  Because  the  dealer  has  more  than  he  can  do.  He  has  to  pay  his 
general  expenses  out  of  it,  and  he  has  no  margin  if  he  cuts  in  prices. 

Q.  You  can  fix  your  prices  if  you  choose  considerably  higher  and  still  get  it  ? 
A.  Ob,  yes.  What  I  was  going  to  explain  was  that  the  effect  of  this  organization  has 
been  as  the  prices  are  fixed  in  that  way  early  in  the  season,  and  instead  of  competi- 
tion and  breaking  down  prices,  they  took  orders  throughout  the  summer  for  delivery 
throughout  the  year  without  any  payment  being  required  at  all  until  delivery. 

Q.  When  you  did  that  did  you  base   your  price  above  the  summer    rate  ?    A. 
The  dealers  took  the  chances  of  the  price. 
By  Mr.  McKay  : 
Q.  What   was  your  winter  price?     A.  Pour -fifths  of  the    whole   trade    of  the 
year  taken   at  this   summar  price.     Everyone  who  chose   to  do   it,  came   in  and 
ordered  their  coal  to  be  used  for  the  winter  as  they  required  it.   They  simply  entered 
their  names,  and  I  say  four-fifths  of  tbe  trade  was  taken  at  that  price. 
Q.  The  poor  man  could  order  the  same  as  the  rich  man  ?     A.   Yes. 
Q.  He  had  the  same  chance  that  the  rich  man  had,  had'nt  he  ?     A.  Yes, 
Q.  When  was  this  ?     A.   Last  season.     The  dealer  took  the  chances  of  the  ad- 
vance in  the  wholesale  prices.     Of  course  he  was  the  sufferer,  because  the  wholesale 
went  up  very  materially,  and  he  was  really  obliged  to  supply  the  coal  at  a  loss. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  They  will  not  be  likely  to  repeat  that  arrangement  again  ?     A.  No ;    I  doa'fc 

think  they  will. 

Q.  What  did  you  fix  yonr  winter  price  at?  A.  The  price  was  advanced  25 
cents  in  November,  and  I  think  35  cenis  in  October,  and  25  cents  in  December,  theca 
was  an  advance  of  75  cents  altogether. 

By  Mr,  McKay  :  tt  u 

Q.  That  is  generally  the  time  the  poor  man  pays  is  it  not?  A.  He  would  not 
have  been  able  to  buy  in  ordinary  years  until  then,  but  this  year  he  was  canvassed 
for  his  trade  by  the  dealers,  they  were  anxious  to  get  the  trade  and  everyone  had 
the  opportunity  of  placing  their  orders  if  they  wanted  to  do  so. 
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Q,  You  said  you  raised  the  price  of  summer  coal  and  you  gave  them  a  chance 
to  buy  it  at  85.75  in  former  years,  bui  this  year  you  put  up  the  price  ?  A.  The  price 
■was  fixed  early  in  the  season. 

Q.  In  former  years  it  was  lower,  $5,50  and  $5.25?      A.  Of  course   that   would 
depend  upon  the  market.     If  it  depended  upon  the  open  market  there  is  no  doubt  ,it 
■would  have  been  lower  last  year. 
By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  "What  was  the  price  in  1886— Oswego  prices  for  the  season  of  1886   did  not 
vary  very  much?     A.  I  don't  remember  the  exact  price. 

Q.  What  was  the  price  in  1886,  do  you  remember  ?  A.  I  gave  it  a  little  while 
ago,  I  don't  remember  exactly.  I  don't  think  it  would  average  over  $4.25  per  gross 
ton,  that   would  be  $3.79  per  net  ton. 

Q.  That  is  virtually  the  same  figure  that  it  started  at  the  year  before  ?  A. 
Started  at  this  last  year. 

Q.  It  was  virtually  the  same  price.  Then  there  vsrere  50  cents  duty  in  1896  and 
no  duty  in  1887  and  the  price  one  year  was  as  much  as  the  other  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  the  51)  cent  duty  was  taken  off?  A.  The  price  was  advanced  on  the 
other  side. 

Q.  But  you  say  it  was  $3  79  in  1886,  and,  you  understood,  in  May,  June  and  July  r 
A.  The  average  price  in  1886  was  about  the  same  as  the  opening  price  in  1887. 

Q,  But  you  said  in  August  it  was  $4.02  and  in  October  %iM,  so  it  would  aver- 
age $4.21  ?  A.  You  must  not  get  the  two  prices  confused,  the  gross  ton  and  the 
net  ton. 

Q.  $3.79  was  the  average?     A.  For  the  net  ton. 

Q,  That  would  not  average  $4.00,  that  would  not  be  an  increase  of  21  cents,  but 
there  is  a  saving  of  50  cents  in  the  duty,  but  still  coal  went  up  ?  A.  You  must  bear 
in  mind  that  in  1887  there  was  very  little  coal  imported  until  late  in  the  season  when 
the  prices  were  higher  and  the  freights  were  higher. 

Q.  You  said  you  imported  35,000  tons  of  stove  and  nut  coal  alone  at  these  rates  ? 

A.  Don't   make  a  mistake.     I  did'nt   say  we  imported  that  amount.     That  was  the 

■whole  trade  of  Toronto.   There  were  35,000  tons  of  coal  imported  at  the  opening  ratesi 

Q.  At  an  average   price  of  $4.10   per  ton  ?     A.  Yes,  it  was   $3.79   at  Oswego. 

The  average  price  advanced  from  that  time  on  and  the  freight  advanced  and   ther© 

■were  300,000  tons  imported  at  that  price.    I  remember  the  prices  had  been  fixed  at 

$6.50  for  the  local  trade  in  Toronto  before  the  duty  wa?  taken  off  and  the  duty  was'nt 

taken  off  until  about  the  16th  of  May,  and  as  soon  as  the  duty  was  taken  off  the  price 

■was  reduced  50  cents  a  ton. 

By  Mr.  McKay  : 

Q.  I  can  see  one  dollar  a  ton  difference   between  the  price  of  1887  and  the  price 

of  1&86;  you  sold  in  1886  summer  coal  for  $6.25  and  $5.50,  when  you  paid  50  cents  a 

ton  duty  on  that— did'nt  you — you  say  we  sold  in  1886  from    $5.25  to  $5.50  ?    A.  I 

think  you  are  mistaken,  I  said  the  price  in  1887  would  have  been  about  $5.25  or  $5.60 

if  there  had    been  no  organization. 

Q,  I  understood  you   to   say  that  in  1886    that  the  price   was  $5.25  and  $6.50? 
A.  The  price  in  1886  at  retail  in  Toronto   was  $6.00  for  stove  coal  and  nut  coal,  and 
in  October  it  was  $6,50. 
By  Mr  Guillet : 
Q.   Did  you  say  in  the  spring  ?     A.I  think  there  were  only  two  prices  in  1886, 
$6.00  from  June  till  October,  and   $6.50   from  that  till  the  1st  of  May.     Considering 
the  increased  cost  in  freights,    we  get  coal  nearly  as  low  as  it  has  been  in  Toronto 
during  the  last  10  years. 
By  Mr.  McKay : 
Q.  Would  the  freights  from  Oswego  to  Toronto  be  about  the  same  as  they  would 
be  from  Oswego  to  Hamilton,  would  there  be  much   difference  ?     A.  No,  about  the 
same.    There  is  this  difference  between   Hamilton  and  Toronto.     Hamilton  does  not 
take  anything  like  the  quantity  of  coal  that   Toronto   takes  and  they  are  able  to  im- 
port there  a  very  much  larger   proportion  during  the   season  of  navigation  than 
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Toronto.  This  lust  year  for  instaoce  Hamilton  got  a  very  much  larger  proportioa 
•of  their  coal  in  in  June,  Jaly  and  August  than  Toronto,  because  they  have  their  own 
vessels. 

Q.  Some  of  them  have  ?   A.  Yes,  and  they  were  able  to  import  very  much  more. 
By  Mr.  GuiUet: 

Q.  Do  these  restrictions  that  you  imposed  upon  the  dealer  in  coal,  did  they  ex- 
tend the  sales  paid  along  the  lines  of  the  railways   running  north  of  Toronto?    A. 
No,  there  is  no  price  fixed  for  the  country  trade. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  said  there  was  a  fine  of  $1,000  imposed  on  Patrick  Burns— what  other 
fines  do  you  know  of  ?     A.   There  have  been  a  number  of  fines  at  various  times. 

Q.  Large  amounts.  Is  tnat  the  only  $1,000  fine  that  you  know  of?  A.  I  don't 
know  of  any  other. 

Q.  Not  as  much  as  $500?  A.  I  don't  know  what.  McConnell  was  fined  pretty- 
heavily.     I  don't  know  what  the  amount  was. 

Q.  What  for  ?     A.  Violation  of  the  rules. 

Q.  In  what  way  did  he  violate  the  rules?  A.  He  broke  the  prices  and  broke 
the  rule. 

Q.  When  did  that  occur  ?     A.  He  was  continually  doing  it. 

Q.  He  was  continually  being  fined  was  he  ?  A.  I  think  he  was  fined  once  and 
they  expelled  him  the  second  time. 

Q.  What  does  expulsion  mean?  A.  It  simply  means  what  expulsion  means  to 
anyone  else. 

Q.  Does  it  deprive  him  of  buying  from  the  American  dealers — does  it  deprive 
him  from  being  an  importer?  A.  Not  if  they  like  to  sell  him.  He  was  expelled 
about  a  jear  and  half  ago. 

Q,  Has  he  been  reinstated  ?  A.  I  think  he  was  expelled  twice.  He  was  ex- 
pelled once,  I  think,  and  reinstated,  and  then  he  was  finally  expelled  about  a  year 
ago. 

A.  What  disabilities  does  expulsion  carry  with  it?  A.  Well,  I  don't  know  that 
it  carries  any  if  he  can  buy  his  coal  from  the  other  side  ? 

Q.  If  he  can  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  It  must  have  carried  some  disabilities  or  else  Patrick  Barns   would  not  have 
paid  the  81,000  fine  ?— i- 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  You  could  not  legally  collect  that  fine?  A.  He  was  fined  and  he  was  ia 
default  until  he  paid  tho  fine.     The  rules  don't  say  anything  about  the  fine. 

Q.  It  says  something  about  being  suspended  or  expelled?  A.  Yes;  he  would 
have  been  expelled  if  he  didn't  make  satisfaction  in  this  case. 

Q.  The  rules  do  not  say  there  is  any  power  to  fine  ?     A.  There   is  a  resolution 
or  something  that  gave  them  authority  to  fine. 
By  Mr.  McKay : 

Q.  I  never  heard  of  this  fining  business  until  to-day;  you  say  McConnell  was 
expelled  twice  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  result  did  that  have  on  his  business— did  he  continue  in  the  coal 
business  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.   In  competition  with  you  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  An  importer  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Where  did  he  get  his  coal.     A.  He  got  it  from  a  jobber  in  Buffalo. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Did  the  society  send  word  to  these  firms  asking  them  not  to  supply 
McConnell  ?  A.  Not  since  this  last  year.  I  think  when  he  was  first  violating  the 
rules  they  were  notified  of  the  fact. 

Q.  With  what  result,  that  he  could  get  coal  ?    A.  Yes;  he  did  get  coal. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  he  did  ?     A.   Yes. 

Q.  The  association  of  course  in  duty  to  their  members  tried  to  prevent  him 
fi-om  getting  it  ?    A.  The  association  felt  aggrieved  that  these  gentlemen  should 
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come  over  from  the  other  side  and  insist  upon  our  organizing  and  maintaining  the 
prices  and  saying  that  they  would  not  supply  us  with  coal  if  we  didn't  do  it  and  that 
notwithstanding  what  this  man  did  nothing  was  done. 

Q.  And  nothing  was  done  to  him  ?  A..  I  think  pressure  was  brought  to  bear  on 
the  party  supplying  him  on  the  other  side . 

Q.  UnsucceseluUy  ?  A.  1  suppose  it  must  have  been  successfully  as  far  as  the 
first  time  is  concerned  as  he  paid  the  fine. 

Q.  What  was  the  fine  ?    A.  I  could  not  tell  you. 

Q.  What  other  persons  were  fined  ?    A.  I  think  they  have  nearly  all  been  fined. 
Q.  All  paid  their  fines  ?    A.  Yes.     Of  course  sometimes    there   might   be   an 
ordinary  fine  for  the  violation  of  the  rules^ 

Q.  How  much  money  has  there  been  divided  up  as  the  result  of  the  contracts  ? 
A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  How  much  do  you  think  ?  A.  I  don't  remember.  I  suppose  there  has 
been  several  thousand  dollars. 

Q.  Several  thousand  dollars  divided  up  ?    A,  Yes. 

Q.  A  contract  was  auctioned  among  the  members  and  the  amount  divided  among 
the  importers  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  many  thousand  dollars  do  you  think  ?  A.  That  is  apart  from  fines 
altogether.  In  the  case  of  Burns  that  tine  was  made  a  premium ;  afterwards  it  was 
not  treated  as  a  fine. 

Q.  In  what  way  do  you  mean  ?  A.  It  was  treated  as  a  premium  for  that  con- 
tract and  he  got  his  proper  proportion  back. 

Q,  Burns  paid  so  much  for  getting  the  contract  ?    A.  Yes,  his  fine  was  treated 
as  a  premium  and  he  was  allowed  to  fulfil  his  contract  and  of  course  he  got  his  share 
Q,  Who  was  to  get  the  contract  that  year  ?     A.  Keith. 
Q.  Did  he  give  the  highest  bid  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  was  his  bid  ?    A.  I  don't  remember,  $200  and  something  over. 
Q.  For  ihe  waterworks  contract?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  His  bid  was  two  hundred  and  some  odd  dollars  to  be  allowed  to  get  the  con- 
tract ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  much  was  his  price  underneath  ?  A.  His  price,  that  is.  Burns'  price, 
was  $4.21  and  I  think  the  price  fixed  was  84  55. 

Q.  He  came  34  cents  under  the  price  ?     A.  Yes.  « 

Q.  And  got  the  contract  and  was  fined  $1,000  besides  ?  A.  Yes,  and  he  paid 
xm  for  a  very  large  amount  of  that  coal  $5.25  a  ton  in  our  yard  and  carted  the  coal 
to  the  waterworks  wharf. 

Q.  For  how  much  of  it  ?    A.  I   don't  remember  how  much.   I  know  that  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  that  coal  was  bought  from  us  and  he  paid  us  $5.25  per  ton  in  tha 
yard  and  carted  it  himself,  which  is  a  loss  of  $1  50  per  ton. 
By  Mr.  Bain  {Wentivorth)  : 
Q,  Had   he  no  margin    at  all  on  that   contract  price  ?     A.  I  do  not  think  there 
was  any    margin  on  that  $4.21  on   the  basis    of  the  then   price  of  coal  and   cost  of 
freight  and  so  on,  and  he  also  took  the  chances  of  an  advance  in  the  wholesale  price 
and  he  took  the  chance  of  the  lowering  of  the  wholesale  price 
By  Mr.  McKay  : 
Q.  You  have  described  the  coal   organization  in  Toronto,  do  you  know  if  that 
organization  exists  in  other  places,  say  Hamilton  ?     A.  I  do  not  know  whether  they 
are  exactly  the  same.   I  do  not  think  there  is  a  town  or  city  on  this  continent  where 
anthracite  is  sold  but  what  there  is  some  kind  of   an  organization  or  understanding 
among  the  dealers  as  to  the  price.     I  do  not  think  you  can  find  any  town  in  Canada 
where  there  is  more  than  one  dealer  without  there  is  some,  without  some  understand- 
ing about  the  price  of  coal. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  But  these  organizations  are  not  affiliated  with  each  other  ?    A  No 
Q.  There  is  no  arrangement  between  your  organization  and   the  Hamilton  and 
Kingston  one  ?    A.  No,  and  this  organization  did  not  attempt  to  control  any  of 
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them  yet  in  Toronto  ;  it  fixed  the  price  of  soft  and   £;rate  coal  bat  did  not  attempt  to 
control  Lehigh  coal  or  steam  coal. 

Q.  Bach  dealer  is  free  to  do  as  he  pleases  with  all  these  prices  ?  A.  They 
simply  control  the  price  of  coal.  As  far  as  I  am  concerned  I  would  be  much  hotter 
pleased  if  all  organizations  were  wiped  out  of  existence.  While  that  anthracite 
organization  exists  or  unless  there  is  some  change  it  cannot  be  avoided  as  far  as  I 
can  see. 

Q.  Ton  got  a  share  of  all  these  premiums  ?  A.  No  ;  I  did'nt  get  a  share  of  the 
waterworks  premiums. 

Q.  You  were  in  the  council  at  that  time  ?     A.  Yes  ;  I  did'nt  get-any  ehare. 
Q.  Did  you  get  your  share   of  the   school   board    premium?     A.  There  is  no 
premium  on  that. 

Q.  You  got  the  contract  last  year  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  did  you  get  the  contract  ?  A.  The  wood  was  open,  with  a  uniform 
price  for  coal. 

Q.  Was  there  any  understanding  with  any  of  the  members  that  you  should  get 
that  when  you  were  debarred  from  tendering  for  the  waterworks  coal  ?  A.  I  was'nt 
in  the  council  that  year,  I  was  only  in  the  council  one  year. 
By  Mr,  Guillet : 
Q.  Were  you  at  liberty  to  sell  as  an  importer  at  a  lower  rate  than  the  price  set 
by  the  combination  ?  A.  That  was  the  yard  price,  that  $5.2//.  I  don't  think  ihat 
there  was  restriction  between  dealers. 

Q.  He  was  out  of  the  combination  ?  A.  No,  he  had  paid  his  fine  and  was  rein- 
stated. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (JVentwortK)  : 
Q.  I  suppose  you  sell  at  the  yard  to  any  person  at   those  prices  ?    A.  I  made  as 
low  in  this  case  as  I  could,  I  remember,  because  I  knew  he  was  losing  money. 

Q.  I  don't  exactly  clearly  understand  the  relative  positions  of  the  American 
organization,  that  is  the  position  in  which  they  stand  to  each  other  and  how  it  is 
that  McConnell,  when  he  ceased  to  be  a  member  of  your  organization,  could  still  pur- 
chase his  coal  on  the  American  side,  notwithstanding  your  protest  ? 
By  Mr.  McKay  : 
Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  he  bought  from  a  jobber  in  Buffalo  ?  A.  He  bought 
from  the  same  party  he  bought  from  while  he  was  a  member,  that  was  with  refer- 
ence to  1886,  altogether  there  was  no  pressure  brought  to  bear  on  anyone  during 
1887.  In  November,  1887,  the  price  at  the  bridge  was  15.30  per  gross  ton  as  fixed 
by  the  association  there.  It  was  sold  as  high  as  $6.00  a  ton  going  to  Chicago,  and 
on  April  the  27th,  1887,  the  association  pissed  this  resolution  (Exhibit  256.): 
"That  it  is  to  be  understood  that  the  action  of  this  committee  of  conference  is 
purely  recommendatory,  and  while  urging  upon  one  and  all  the  desirability  of  con- 
forming thereto,  the  committee  assumes  no  authority  in  the  premises,  and  does 
not  seek  to  limit  the  freedom  of  action  of  any  individual  member  of  the  committee 
or  of  those  to  whom  these  recommendations  may  come,"  and  they  go  on  fixing  the 
prices. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Yon  paid  $3.79  per  ton  at  Oswego  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  amount  of  profit  have  the  combine  in  the  States  on  that  ?  A.  I  could 
not  say,  the  profit  must  have  been  comparatively  small. 

Q.  Your  partner  is  the  owner  of  a  coal  mine  you  said  ?     A.  Yes. 
Q.  You  would  not  give  us  the  cost  of  reduction   and   the   cost  of  freight?    A. 
I  do  not  remember  what  the  freight  was  at  that  time  from  the  mines  to  Oowego,  but 
the  profits  were  very  small.  . 

Q.  Do  you  get  most  of  the  coal  from  your  own  mine  7  A.  Sometimes,  ifiis 
last  year  we  got  a  large  proportion  of  it  outside.  I  would  like  to  ask  if  it  is  clearly 
understood  what  the  effect  of  this  organization  has  been  during  th»  last  two  years. 
It  is  clearly  understood  that  the  effect  has  been  that  it  has  increased  the  price  of 
the  rich  man's  trade  and  reduced  the  price  of  the  poor  man's  trade,  that  is,  it  has 
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equalized  the  summer  and  winter  trade.    If  there   is  anything   in  the  evidence  that 
conflicts  with  that,  I  wish  to  fix  it  right. 
The  Com  mittee  adjourned. 


House  of  Commons,  Ottawa,  23rd  March,  1888. 
The  Committee  on  alleged  Trade  Combinations  met  this  morning ;    Mr.  Wallace 
in  the  Chair. 

G.  W.  Wood,  of  Toronto,  Searetary    to  the  Coal  Trade  Branch  of  the  Toronto 
Board  of  Trade,  sworn. 

By  the  Chairman ; 
Q.  Yoa  are  the  secretary  of  the  coal  sectioQ  of  the  Board  of  Trade  ?     A.  Ye8._ 
Q.  Have  you  a  copy  of  your  books?     A.  Yes  these  are  the  rules  and  constitu- 
tion (Exhibit  346),  Article  6  of  the  constitation  provides:  "It  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  executive    committee  further  to  fix  prices  for  coal,  and  change  the  same  from 
time  to  time  as  in  their  judgment  the  best  interests  of  the  trade  demand,  and  to 
instruct  the  secretary  to  notify  all  the  members  of  the   branch   promptly  of  such 
action,  and  the  prices  so  fixed  shall  be  the  prices  at  which  coal   shall  be  sold  by  all 
members  of  this   branch,    and  not   otherwise,  and  the  executive   committee  comes 
under  an  obligation  to  submit  at  any  time,  at  the  request  of  the  council  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  for   its   consideration,  a  statement  showing  the  percentage  of  profit  being 
made  by  members  of  the  branch,  and  the  council  may  make  a  deliverance  thereon." 
]^owI  know  the  council  have  made  a  kind  of  informal  enquiry  from  time  to  time 
as  to  the  comparative  prices  that  were  being  charged  and  the  cost. 
Q.  Did  you  furnish  the  information?     A.  No  ;   the  importers. 
Q.  But  they  could  only  apply  through  the  secretary?     A.  Yes.     They  were 
informal  enquiries. 

Q,  Verbal  ?     A.  Yes  ;  verbal. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentivorth)  : 
Q.  There  has  never  been  aay  official  demand  in  writing?  A.  No. 
Q.  Did  they  ever  order  the  prices  current?  A.  I  only  give  it  to  you  as  I 
know  it.  With  regard  to  the  gentlemen  who  originated  this  branch,  between  four 
and  five  years  ago,  a  committee  came  over  from  Buffalo,  the  committee  of  the 
Western  Anthracite  Joint  Association ;  the  coal  trade  had  been  in  a  very  ruinous 
state  for  four  or  five  years. 

Q.  Were  you  in  the  business  then  ?     A.  I  was  the  secretary  then. 
Q.  Elias  Eogers  said  that  this  organization  was  only  in  existence  two  years,  but 
you  say  you  were  the   secretary  four  or  five  years  ago  ?     A.  He  meant  in   connec- 
tion with  the  BoarJ  of  Trade. 

Q.  He  says  that  ihey  formed  a  new  organization  and  he  did  his  best  to  get  it 
amalgamated  with  the  Board  of  Trade  and  succeeded?    A.  Yes. 

Q,  And  now  you  are  speaking  of  an  organization  that  was  in  existence  four  or 
five  years  ago?  A.  It  was  a  private  organization  at  that  time  and  not  connected 
with  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Q.  And  were  you  secretary  then  ?     A.  Yes. 
Q.  And  have  been  all  along  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  was  this  private  organization  formed  ?     A .  Pour  or  five  years  ago. 
Q.  Have  you  the  minutes  ?     A.I  have,  but  not  with  me. 
Q.  Who  were  the  originators  of  the  association  ?     A.  The  importers. 
Q.  Can  you  name  any  special  individuals?     A.  J.  R.  Bailey  &  Company,  P.  D, 
Conder  and  Blias  Eogers. 

Q.  Elias  Eogers  said  that  he  was  not  in  favor  of  this  construction.  Did  he 
assist  the  organization  then  ?    A.  You  don't  understand. 

Q.  But  I  do  understand?     A.  Yoa  don't  understand  me,  perhaps. 
Q.  I  understand  perfectly.     He  said  he  was  not  in   favor  of  this   combination. 
Did  he  assist  in  the  organization  then  ?    A.  Yes, 
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Q.  When  was  that  ?     A.  Poui-  or  five  years  ago. 
Q.  Not  longer?     A.  JSTo. 

Q.  What  year  was  that  ?     A.I  think  it  was  in  1883.    In  July,    1883,   if  I   re- 
member right. 

Q.  When  you  organized  ?     A.   "Yes. 

Q.  And  what  was  the  object  of  the  organization?    Can  you  give  us  a  complete 
list  ot  the  originators  ?  A.  Besides  these  I  have  mentioned,  Messrs.  Keith  and  Burns. 
Q.  These  were  all  importers ?     A.  Yes. 
Q.  Was  this  an  organization  of  importers?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Importeis  only  ?  A.  Yes.  The  importers  were  the  ones  who  were  repre- 
senting the  parties  on  the  other  side. 

Q.  Weie  you  present  at  this  organization  meeting  ?  A.  No,  I  was  not  present. 
I  was  only  called  in  afterwards. 

Q.  Yon  were  not  there  ?     A.  No. 
Q.  Have  you  any  record  of  that  first  meeting  ?    A .  No. 
Q,  Do  you  know  ii  anyone  else  was  present  besides  these  five?    A.  No. 
Q.  Or   whether  all   these  five  were  there  ?     A.  I  do  not  know  that  these   five 
were  there, 

Q.  They  were  the  originators?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Well  this  organization  continued  for  how  long  ?  A,  It  has  continued  up  to 
the  present  time. 

Q,  It  was  the  same  organization  ?  A.  It  is  the  same  organization ;  only  two 
years  ago  it  came  in  with  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Q.  But  it  is  the  same  organization  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  it  is  not  true  as  we  were  told  that  a  new  organization  was  formed  two 
years  ago  ?     A.    It  fell  through  once  or  twice,  once  in  particular. 

Q.  The  members  were  underpelling  ?    A.  They  could  not  keep  them  in  line. 

By  Mr.  Sain  (WentworUi)  : 
Q.  Were  those  the  days  whtu  Mr.  Burns  was  fined  $500  ?    A.  Yes. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Mi-.Burns  was  fined  81,000,  was  he  not?     A.  Yes;  $1,000- 
Q.  Can  yon  give  us  all  the  fines   that  have  been  imposed  ;  by  what  rule  do  you 
fine  men  in  this  constitution  ;  you   fined  Mr.  Burns   $1,000;  would  yon  show  me   in 
jour  constitution   where  you  were  authorized  to  impose   that  fine  ?    A.  This  is  the 
constitution  under  the  Board  of  Trade.  (Exhibit  346) 

Q.  You  have  another  constitution  ?  A.  Well  of  course  there  was  a  copy  of  rules 
that  was  drawn  up  by  the  association  previous  to  that.  This  is  the  constitution 
under  the  Board  of  Trade. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworlh)  : 
Q.  Have  they  had  any  fines  imposed  since   they  were  amalgamated  with   the 
Board  of  Trade  ?     A.  Two  were  fined,  this  year,  $10  each. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  When  did  you  fine  Mr.  Burns  ?    A.  It  was  before  the  amalgamation  with  the 
Board  of  Trade.     These  are  the  minutes  just  after  the  association  was  joined  to  the 
Board  of  Trade. 

By  Mr.  Casgrain ; 
Q.  Was  that  fine  paid  ?    A.  Yes,  but  he  got  part  of  it  back  again. 

By  the  Chairman ; 
Q    We  did  not  atk  you  that.    What  was  done  with    the  money  ?     A.  It  went 
into  what  we  call  the  pool. 

Q.  And  what  was  done  with  it  ?  A.  It  was  divided  up  amongst  the  importers 
according  to  the  tonnage. 

Q  Giving  how  much  to  each  ?  It  was  sworn  here  that  he  got  the  most  ot  it 
back  again  ?  Did  he  get  the  most  of  it  back  again  ?  A.  That  year  I  think  he  got 
between  $700  and  $800,  his  share  of  the  pool. 

Q  How  much  did  he  get  of  that  $1,000.  It  was  sworn  here  that  he  got  the 
most  of  it  back.     Did  he  get  the  most  of  it  back  ?    A.  He  got  his  share  of  the  pool. 
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The  whole  pool  was  about  $2,400  or  $3,000,  and  hU  share  was  one-third  of  the  whole 
tonnage . 

Q.  How  much  of  that  $1,000  did  he  get  back.  It  was  sworn  here  that  he  got 
the  most  of  it  back.     That  is  not  true?    A.  I  said  that  he  got  about  $800  back. 

Q.  I  am  speaking  of  the  $1,000.  It  is  not  true  that  he  got  the  most  of  it  back? 
A.  I  would  like  to  put  it  in  a  new  form.     Tou  can  tell  yourself 

Q.  Answer  my  question.     He  got  back  one- third  of  the  fine  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  one-third  of  the  result  of  the  auction  sale.  He  had  to  pay  $1,000,  and 
he  got  about  one-third  back  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  89y  the  pool  amounted  to  about  $3,000  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  this  was  divided  among  the  importers  alone?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  Mr.  Burns  got  one-third,  $800?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  There  were  $3,000,  but  the  expenses  of  the  organization  were  taken  out  ?  A. 
Yes.     On<  -sixth  was  taken  out  for  the  expenses. 

Q.  That  would  leave  about  $2,400  and  that  divided  up  ?  A.  Yes,  amongst  the 
importers. 

Q.  You  cannot  tell  by  what  rule  of  the  association  you  were  authorized  to  im- 
pose this  fine  of  $1,000?  A.  Well,  it  was  a  private  association  before.  There  was 
no  charter.  It  was  previous  to  joining  the  Board  of  Trade.  Since  they  have  joined 
the  Board  however  these  rules  were  made  out  and  printed. 

Q.  Had  you  any  rules  before  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Have  you  got  thoi^e  rules  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  You  were  secretary  during  all  that  time,  the  custodian  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Why  did  you  not  bring  a  copy  with  you  ?  A.  I  thought  this  was  all  you 
wanted. 

Q.  Under  these  rules,  say  last  year,  what  was  the  amonat  of  fines  received  ?  A. 
Take  from  May  to  May  I  think  the  fiaes  amounted  to  $20. 

Q.  What  was  that  for?  A.  Taking  over  orders  at  less  than  the  current  prices. 
There  was  a  party  by  the  name  of  Thomas  McO  )nnell  who  had  booked  a  number  of 
orders  and  had  not  been  able  to  fill  them.  I  suppose  owing  to  circumstances  not 
under  his  control.  These  orders  were  taken  over  by  two  of  the  members  and  they 
were  fined  $10  each.  One  was  J.  E.  Bailey  &  Company,  and  the  other  was  Q.  0. 
Bay  &  Company. 

Q.  That  was  all  the  fines  last  year?    A.  That  was  all  that  appears. 

Q.  What  amount  was  realized  in  putting  contracts  for  local  government,  public 
schools,  waterworks,  &c.,  up  at  auction  among  the  combiners?  A.  I  think  the 
«ity  contract  realized  about  $1,200.  It  was  hard  and  soft  coal,  and  wood,  I  think. 
The  whole  amount  realized  this  year  I  think  was  about  $2,800.  That  was  altogether, 
and  one-sixth  was  taken  out  for  expenses. 

Q.  What  were  the  amounts  realized  from  auctioning  off  these  contrasts  ?  A. 
About  $800. 

Q.  What  were  the  items  ?    A.  The  waterworks  was  about  $600. 

Q.  Who  received  the  contract  ?    A.  I  think  it  was  Mr.  Bailey. 

Q.  For  how  much  ?    A.  $frOO. 

Q.  How  much  per  ton  ?    A.  There  were  12,000  tons. 

Q.  But  how  much  per  ton  ?    A.  5  cents  per  ton. 

Q.  How  much  per  ton  was  his  contract  ?  How  much  did  you  fix  the  prices 
that  the  city  was  to  get  coal  for?  A.  At  a  meeting  on  the  21st  May,  it  appears, 
"  Eeceived  from  J.  E  Bailey  &  Company  his  cheque  for  $600." 

Q.  What  was  the  amount  your  asscciation  fixed  as  the  price  the  city  should  pay? 
A.  $4.55  in  the  shed  and  $4.Y0  in  the  boiler  house. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  the  shed,  the  waterworks  shed  ?     A.  Yes,  I  suppose  so. 

Q.  $4.55  in  the  waterworks  shed,  and  $4.70  in  the  boiler  house  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Landry  : 

Q.  That  was  the  price  at  which  it  was  to  be  delivered  to  the  city  ?    A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  Tfiat  was  the  contract  price  ?    A.  Yes. 
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By  Mr.  Landry  : 

Q.  Was  that  for  anthracite  coal  ?  A.  Yes,  anthracite  coal.  It  is  brought  by 
-water. 

.  Q.  Anthracite  coal  $4.65  per  ton,  and  out  of  that  he  had   to  pay  $600  to  the 
Other  importers  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  For  the  benefit  of  the  contract  he  had  to  pay  $600  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  And  paid  a  cheque  for  that  amount  ?    A.  Yes, 
By  Mr.  Oillmor : 

Q.  The  city  wanted  12,000  tons  of  coal  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  They  asked  for  tenders  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  the  coal  combination  tendered  ?  A,  Yes.  They  tendered  individually 
and  not  as  a  whole. 

Q.  The  combination  then  tendered.  There  was  more  than  one  tender  ?  A. 
Only  one  tender. 

Q.  At  that  price,  but  others  could  tender  for  what  they  liked.  The  combination 
could  tender  individually  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  No  matter  who  got  it,  they  tendered  for  the  whole  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  the  Chairman ; 

Q.  But  all  who  tendered  had  to  tender  at  more  than  the  $4.55,  fixed  for  the 
lowest  man  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  They  having  decided  that  he  shall  get  that  contract,  the  coal  combination 
meet  and  they  decide  that  $4,55  shall  be  their  tender  price  to  the  city,  and  $4.'70  for 
it  delivered  at  the  boiler  house.  Then  they  decided  as  to  who  shall  have  the  contract 
on  that,  and  it  is  put  up  at  auction,  and  Mr.  Bailey  says :  "  I  will  give  $600,"  and 
gets  it.  Then  he  hands  the  cheque  to  be  divided  amongst  the  others,  lees  one-sixth, 
which  leaves  8500  to  be  divided  amongst  the  others.  When  the  city  asked  for 
tenders  Mr.  Bailey  is  to  have  the  contract.     Does  the  city  know  that  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  That  is  all  done  in  secret  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  the  city  supposes  that  they  are  getting  competition  ?  A.  I  do  not  know 
anything  about  that.  I  know  that  that  price  is  fixed,  and  they  tender  for  what 
they  like. 

Q.  You  are  there  at  the  meetings  of  the  committee  and  you  know  what  passes. 
There   is   more   passes   than  is  published  in  the  minutes  ?    A.  As  I  told  you  they 
do  not  tender  at  leps  than  that. 
By  Mr.  Quillet  : 

Q.  Only  one  tender  at  the  price  fixed  by  the  committee  ?  A.  They  do  not 
tender  at  all  very  frequently. 

Q.  But  members  of  this  association  do  tender  ?    A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Gillmor : 

Q.  Others  outside  of  the  combination  stand  alone  ?    A.  Yes. 

Mr.  Gillmor— I  think  the  man  who  stands  against  that  combination  should  be 
brought  here  at  once. 

By  the  Chairman  ; 

Q  The  minutes  (Exhibit  34)  say,  here,  "  John  Keith— It  having  been  reported 
to  the  committee  that  Mr.  Keith  had  been  supplying  the  waterworks  with  coal  at 
^5  (Mr.  Burns  having  refused  to  supply  them  at  that  price  after  tha  expiry  of  the 
contract),  a  discussion  took  place  relative  to  the  matter.  Mr.  Keith  made  hise.fpla- 
nation  and  the  matter  was  allowed  to  drop.  The  secretary  was  in-itracted  to  notify 
Mr.  Keith  to  cease  delivering  any  more  coal  tT  the  waterworks,  except  at  full 
prices."  That  was  the  waterworks  contract  for  1887-88.  What  time  does  it  com- 
mence ?    A.  In  May.  . 

Q.  "The  secretary  read  the  advertisement  calling  for  tenders,  and  it  was 
moved,  seconded  and  resolved  that  the  proceedings  of  this  and  other  meetings  both 
as  regards  prices  and  other  matters  be  considered  strictly  confidential  "  (Exhibit 
34).     They  had  an  oath  then  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  A  statutory  declaration  ?     A.  Yes. 


168  a.  w.  WOOD, 


Q.  Were  these  deposited  with  you  ?     A.   Yes. 

Q.  And  BO  one  could  be  permitted  to  be  a  member  unless  he  made  that  statutory- 
declaration  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  is  meant  by  being  strictly  confidential,  that  they  came  under  the  obli- 
gation of  the  oath  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  they  were  sworn  to  secrecy?  A.  That  is  as  regards  the  general 
meetings.  It  means  the  general  conduct  of  the  meetings,  that  their  proceedings 
shall  be  held  strictly  confidential. 

Q.  "  It  was  resolved  that  fcll  proceedings  at  this  and  all  other  meetings,  both 
as  regards  prices  and  other  matters,  be  strictly  confidential  "  (Bxhibit  34a).  Do 
you  ucderstarid  that  it  was  to  put  them  under  the  obligation  of  the  oath  ?  A.  I  do 
not  think  it  refers  to  that  altogether,  because  it  is  in  general  terms. 

Q.  The  declaration  reads:  "I  have  careiully  read  the  cor stitution  and  by-laws 
ard  special  rules  of  the  association,  known  as  the  Coal  Trade  Branch  of  the  Toronto 
Board  of  Trade,  and  that  I  will  so  long  as  I  continue  a  member  of  the  said  asHOoia- 
tioE  truly,  faithfully  and  honestly  observe,  perform  and  keep  the  provisions  thereof, 
and  shall  not  commit  or  attempt  to  commit  or  allow  others  on  my  behalf  to  commit 
or  attempt  to  commit  any  secret  or  other  evasion  or  violation  thereof  "  (Exhibit  346, 
p.  10)?     A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  Tou  have  an  oath  also  tor  the  employes  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  employes  of  members  of  the  branch  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  proceedings  of  these  meetings  were  considered  confidential  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  they  were  under  the  obligation  of  this  oath  to  keep  them  confidential  ? 
A.  I  don't  think  the  oath  applies  to  that  at  all. 

Q.  What  was  the  obligation  ?  A.  It  was  merely  with  regard  to  the  proceedings 
in  committee  that  they  were  to  be  held  confidential. 

Q.  The  waterworks  contract  was  under  consideration  and  it  was  resolved  that 
the  proceedings  ehould  be  strictly  confidential  and  so  on  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  In  reference  to  ibis  oath  who  is  the  declaration  made  before?  A.  Before  a 
commissioner. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  1  want  to  ask  you  a  question  with  reference  to  this  contract.  The  city  asked 
for  tenders  for  the  supply  of  coal  for  the  waterworks  and  the  first  thing  your  com- 
mittee did  was  what  ?    A.  They  consulted  together  about  what  they  would  do  ? 

Q.  And  decided  what  ?    A.  To  fix  the  prices. 

Q.  Look  at  your  minutes  ?  (Bxhibit  34  a.)  A.  Well,  that  refers  to  the  general 
Insiness,  not  that  in  particular. 

Q.  It  does  ?  Well  it  happens  to  come  there.  "  The  Secretary  read  the  adver- 
tisement calling  for  tenders  and  it  was  resolved  that  the  proceedings  at  this  and 
other  meetings  as  regards  prices  and  other  matters  be  considered  strictly  confidential  ?" 
(Exhibit  34  a.,  p.  1970.)  A.  It  happened  to  be  in  the  minutes  on  that  date  and  it 
was  put  down. 

Q.  Here  you  have  an  important  matter  to  decide  and  it  was  necessary  to  keep 
it  secret  and  yon  renew  your  obligation.  Do  you  give  the  public  to  understand  that 
you  have  the  price  fixed  so  that  any  alderman  in  the  city  of  Toronto  would  know 
what  it  was  ?    A.  No. 

Q.  That  was  on  the  21st  March,  1887.  Was  Elias  Eogers  a  member  of  this  coal 
Bection  then  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  he  present  at  this  meeting  ?  A.  He  was  when  the  meeting  commenced. 
He  said  that  being  a  member  of  the  council,  he  could  not  be  present  when  that  was 
discussed.    He  had  no  interest  in  it. 

Q.  Is  that  in  the  minutes  ?    A.  Ko. 

Q.  Have  you  a  record  of  that  ?    A.  No,  but  that  I  can  say. 

Q.  He  was  present  at  the  beginning  and  when  this  thing  came  up  ?    A.  He  left. 

Q.  Was  this  the  regular  meeting  of  the   association?    A.   Committee    meetings 

Q.  A  meeting  of  the  executive?    A.   Yes. 
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Q.  A  regular  meeting  of  the  executive  committee  7  A,  I  do  not  know  whether 
it  was  a  special  or  regular  meeting. 

Q.  Just  answer  my  question,  was  it  a  regular  or  a  special  meeting  ?  A.  It  says 
special  meeting,  "  This  being  a  special  meeting  the  minutes  of  previous  meeting 
were  not  read."  (Exhibit  34.) 

Q.  It  was  a  special  meeting  then  ?    A.  Tes. 

Q.  Called  for  what  purpose  ?  A.  1  suppose  to  discuss  the  waterworks  con- 
tract for  one  thing,  and  anything  else  there  might  have  been  at  the  time. 

Q.  You  could  tell  from  the  minutes  ?  A.  I  do  not  make  a  note  of  what  is  on 
the  notice  paper . 

Q.  A  special  meeting  called  for  what?     A.  Anything  that  might  come  up. 
Q.  The   waterworks   contract  ?    A.  Tes,  I  suppose  the   waterworks   contract 
was  one  thing. 

Q.  Just  read  the  minutes  and  then  just  say  what  the  important  business  at  that 
meeting  was;  what  the  special  and  particular  business  was  ?  A.  I  do  not  know 
exactly  what  you  mean .      Here  are  the  minutes  of  the  meeting.     (Exhibit  34.) 

Q.  I  want  you  to  read  them  for  us.  I  want  you  to  look  at  them  for  your  own 
information.     That  was  a  special  meeting  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  There  was  special  business  to  be  done.  Now  I  ask  you  what  this  special  and 
important  business  was  and  you  said  you  could  not  tell  ?  A.  There  was  a  notice  of 
motion  to  fix  the  price.     That  was  one  thinpr. 

Q.  "What  was  done  with  that  ?  A.  "  The  notice  of  motion  to  fix  the  price  was 
hrought  before  the  meeting  and  it  was  moved,  seconded  and  resolved  that  the  price  of 
stove  and  nut  coal  be  $6 . 00  per  ton,  and  85.75  per  ton  delivered  until  the  first  of 
July,  and  that  no  contract  be  taken  for  delivery  after  that  date  at  this  price.  No 
change  in  soft  or  Blosburgh.  Half  tons  to  be  charged  15  cents  extra."  (Exhibit  34.) 
Then  there  comes  Mr.  Keith's  case,  and  then  comes  the  waterworks  contract. 

Q.  There  were  three  matters  brought  up  at  this  meeting.  The  first  was  fixing 
the  price  of  coal.  At  what  did  yon  fix  the  price  of  anthracite  coal  to  the  consumers 
in  Toronto  ?     A.  $6.00,  and  egg  and  grate  85.75. 

Q.  At  the  same  meeting  you  fixed  the  price  at  which  you  were  to  supply  the 
city  for  the  year.  What  was  that  price  ?  A.  $4.i5  in  the  shed,  and  $4.70  in  the 
boiler  house. 

Q.  Less  what  ?     A.  Less  5  cents  paid  to  the  other  dealers. 

Q.  Which  left  it  how  much  ?     A.  $4.50  net. 

Q.  So  that  you  were  supplying  the  city  for  $4.50  at  the  same  time  that  you 
were  supplying  the  consumer  at  $6  and  $5.75?  A.  That  is  egg  coal  brought  in  by 
water.  But  1  would  like  you  to  ask  some  one  in  the  trade  about  these  prices.  My 
opinion  is  ex  parte.  Ton  are  pressing  me  upon  points  now  that  I  really  have  no 
practical  information  or  knowledge  about.  Men  in  the  trade  can  give  it  better  than 
I  can. 

Q.  We  are  not  holding  yon  responsible  for  any  of  this.  Ton  are  the  secretary 
and  have  the  official  record,  and  we  are  asking  you  from  the  official  records  which 
you  hold.    You  are  a  coal  dealer  ?    A,  I  have  no  interest. 

Q.  Therefore  there  is  no  further  responsibility  to  you,  and  we  want  it  froni  those 
recoids  ?  A.  If  I  make  a  statement  here  upon  the  bare  fact,  without  all  the  circum- 
stances being  known,  it  has  a  very  different  appearance.  Take  this  one  point:  Here 
io  coal,  and  there  is  apparently  a  difference  of  $1  per  ton. 

Q.  $1.25  per  ton.  You  are  a  witness  here,  and  if  you  will  answer  the  questions 
■we  will  not  hold  you  responsible.  We  have  your  minutes  here,  which  are  the  official 
record  ?  A.  Well,  you  put  me  in  a  corner  by  asking  me  questions  about  prices,  and 
there  are  circumstances  in  connection  with  that  which  would  qualify  it  and  put  a  very 
different  appearance  upon  it.  .  ,•  j_ 

Q.  At  that  meeting  of  the  21st  of  May  you  fixed  the  price  for  city  delivery  at 
how  much  ?     A.  $6  and  $5.75. 

Q.  At  the  same  meeting  you  fixed  the  price  of  the  waterworks  contract  at  how 
much  ?    A.  $4.55  ar-i  $4.70. 
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Q.  For  delivery  in  the  shed  ?     A.  $4.55, 
By  Mr.  Landry : 

Q.  Would  that  be  the  same  quality  of  coal?  A.  Yes,  it  would  be  the  same  as 
the  $5.15  delivered  in  the  city. 

Q.  The  quality  you  delivered  in  the  city  at  $4.55  in  the  shed  is  the  same  as  you 
delivered  to  the  consumer  at  $5.75  ?    A.  Yes. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  From  that  price  to  the  city,  how  much  was  taken  off  ?     A.  Five  cents  per  ton. 

Q.  Leaving  it  how  much  less  from  the  city  contract  ?     A.  $4.50. 

Q.  How  much  to  the  consumer  of  the  same  quality  ?  A.  $5.75.  The  coal  that 
is  delivered  to  the  waterworks,  1  understand,  comes  in  by  water  which  makes  a 
material  difference. 

Q.  Does  not  the  coal  supplied  to  the  consumer  in  June  and  July  come  in  by- 
water  ?  A.  Yes ;  but  as  far  as  I  understand  it  they  have  to  carry  it  and  screen  it. 
However,  th  8  is  a  question  which  I  do  not  profess  to  understand.  As  e  matter  of 
justice,  I  would  like  it  to  go  in  as  ex  parte  as  far  as  possible.  Things  look  so  different 
in  an  ex  parte  statement  without  taking  in  the  surroundings. 

Q.  They  both  come  in  by  water;  but  there  is  an  advantage  if  they  can  deliver 
at  the  waterworks  wharf.  Bat  this  coal  is  delivered,  as  I  understand  it,  delivered 
all  the  year  round  from  May  to  June,  from  1887  to  the  same  period  in  1888.  So 
that  it  is  not  only  for  this  coal  that  comes  by  water,  but  for  the  whole  year  round  ? 
A.  Yes,  for  the  whole  year  round. 
By  Mr.  Landry : 

Q.  Is  It  more  expensive  to  deliver  the  one  or  the  other  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  to  deliver  what  you  call  to  the  waterworks  and  to  the  consumer? 
A.  They  calculate  it  costs  40  cents  per  ton  to  deliver  to  the  consumer. 

Q.  I  can  understand  it  would  be  a  little  more  difficult  but  not  to  that  extent. 
By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  The  waterworks  contract  was  to  be  84.55,  and  the  next  resolution  was  that 
all  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  were  to  be  considered  strictly  confidential.  Did 
that  mean  that  nobody  was  to  let  oat  what  the  price  was  that  was  agr  eed  on  ?  A. 
Yes, 

Q.  It  was  to  be  kept  secret  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  By  all  the  members  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  the  city  asking  for  tenders  was  simply  a  farce,  because  there  was  only 
to  be  one  real  tender  ?     A.  Yes  ;  practically  that  is  what  it  amounted  to. 

Q.  The  whole  proceedings  of  the  city  council  asking  for  tenders  was  a  farce 
because  these  men  had  fixed  who  was  to  get  the  contract  and  the  price  he  had  to 
pay  for  it  ?    A.  That  is  what  it  practically  amounted  to. 

Q.  It  was  bona  fide  on  the  part  of  the  city  council  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  As,far  as  the  result  is  concerned  it  was  all  cut  and  dried  and  arranged  before- 
hand ;  were  there  not  other  tenders  to  be  put  besides  Mr.  Bailey's?  A.  I  cannot 
tell  you.     I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  that  Mr.  Bailey  got  the  contract  at   the   figures   stated  here? 
A.  Yes ;  of  course  they  have  the  power  to  tender  even  less  if  they  like . 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.   Do  you  know  what  figures  he  contracted  at  ?     A.  No,  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  It  would  not  be  less  than  that  ?     A.  He  would  be  at  liberty  to  make  it  less. 

The  Chaieman.— I  notice  the  following  resolution  in  the  minutes :  "  The  water- 
works contract  having  been  offered  for,  it  was  awarded  to  J.  R.  Bailey  &  Company 
for  $600,  who  handed  a  cheque  to  the  treasurer  for  that  amount."     (Exhibit  34.) 
By  the  Chairman  ; 

Q.  And  liailey,  did  he  get  the  contract?    A.  Yes,  and  lost  some  $5,000  to  $7,000 

Q.  Did  you  fix  the  price  of  anything  else  but  coal  ?  A.  Yes,  they  fixed  the 
price  of  wood.     Where  a  tender  is  for  coal  and  wood  they  fix  the  price  of  wood  also. 

Q.  Who  got  the  contract  for  the  pablic  school  supply  ?    A.  No  price  was  fixed. 

Q.  Who  got  the  contract?    A.  I  do  not  know. 
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Q.  "  At  a  special  meeting  called  to  fix  prices  for  public  school  tender,  moved 
by  seconded  by  ,  that  the  coal  be  at  present  prices  and  wood  prices  be 

left  open."     (Exhibit  34.)     We  were  speaking  of  the  $600  city  contract.     What  was 
the  next  one  that  was  divided  among  the  combine  ?     A.   The  hospital  for  $255. 

Q.  Who  got  that  contract  ?    A.  Mr.  Elias  Rogers. 

Q,  Was  it  put  up  at  auction  in  the  same  way?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  many  tons  were  supposed  to  be  required  ?  A.  I  have  not  the  particu- 
lars here  with  me. 

Q.   What  were  the  prices  ?     A.  85.50  and  $5.75. 

Q.  What  date  was  this?     A.  18th  of  June,  1887. 

Q.  What  is  the  difference  between  the  two  prices  ?    A.  The  stove  and  nut  coal. 

Q.  You  cannot  tell  how  many  tons  were  required  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  What  was  the  next  contract  ?     A.  The  Ontario  Government. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  with  that  ?    A.  The  Conger  Company  got  it  for  $610. 

Q.  What  were  the  prices?    A,  $5.50  and  $5,75. 

Q.  What  date  was  that  ?     A.  2nd  of  July. 

Q,  What  quality  of  coal  ?     A.  Hard  coal. 

Q.  This  was  stove  and  nut  also  ?  A.  Yes  and  there  was  soft  coal  as  well  at 
$5.25,  and  hardwood  $5,50  and  pine  $4. 

Q.  What  is  the  quantity  for  the  Ontario  G-overnment?     A.  I  cannot  give  it. 

Q.  What  was  the  next  contract  ?     A.  The  House  of  Industry. 

Q.  What  was  the  price  paid  for   that?    A.  $160. 

Q.  What  were  the  prices  paid  there  ?     A.  $5.50  and  $5.75. 

Q.  Who  got  the  contract  ?     A.  Mr.  Keith. 

Q.   What  was  the  quantity  ?     A,  Ido  not  know. 

Q    What  was  the  next  ?     A.  I  think  that  was  all. 

Q.  These  were  all  contracts  for  a  year?  A.  Yes;  they  were  lobe  delivered 
within  a  certain  time.  They  were  for  ayear's  supply,  dome  were  to  be  delivered  so 
much  a  month,  and  others  within  the  year. 

Q.  What  was  that  $1,200,  item?  A.  One  was  for  hard  coal  and  another  for 
soft  coal.  I  think  it  must  have  been  a  city  contract.  I  do  not  seem  able  to  find  it  in 
the  book. 

Q.  You  know  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  there  was  $2,800,  in  the  pool  ?  A.  Yes; 
there  was  about  that.  It  was  in  the  city.  On  the  5th  of  September,  1887,  there  was 
a  special  meeting  called  for  the  fixing  of  city  tenders.  85.73  for  stove  and  chestnut, 
and  $5.50  for  egg  and  grate. 

Q.  How  much  for  soft  ?     A.  Briar  Hill   $5.50  and  Straitsville  $5. 

Q.  Give  us  the  prices  for  anthracite?  A.  Stove  and  chestnut  $5.75,  egg  and 
grate  $5.60. 

Q.  That  was  40  cents  below  current  prices  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  were  the  quantities  ?     A.  500  tons  of  the  two  kinds  of  coal. 

Q.  Who  got  the  contract  ?     A.  All  tendered  alike. 

Q.  Who  as  a  matter  of  fact  did  get  the  contract  ?  A.  Mr.  McConnell  ;  but  he 
has  not  been  able  to  supply  it.  He  has  not  been  in  the  association.  He  was  declared 
in  default  18  months  ago. 

By  Mr.  Bain  ( WentwortK)  : 

Q.  His  tender  was  in  September,  1887  ?     A.  He  was  out  then. 

Q.  He  tendered  outside  of  the  combine  then  ?  A.  Yes ;  there  was  no  premium 
paid  in  this  case. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  Mr.  McConnell's  figures  were  ?  A.  No  ;  but  he  was 
unable  to  fill  it  and  they  had  to  come  back  to  the  association. 

Q.  How  are  they  being  supplied  now  ?  A.  That  was  the  thing  these  gentlemen 
were  fined  for,  one  of  these  men  who  took  over  these  orders  was  in  tbe  case  ot  ibe  city. 

Q.  Did  they  violate  their  oath  in  doing  that?  A.  Tne  excuse  they  made  was 
that  they  thought  they  were  doing  nothing  wrong. 

By  the  Chairman :  >    o     a    v 

Q.  Did  the  association  decide  that  they  had  violated  their  oath  (  A.  Xes  ;  yon. 
know  about  that  as  well  as  I  do. 
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Q.  Now  about  this  declaration  or  oath.  You  have  an  oath  in  the  constitution 
for  the  members  of  the  coal  combination.  Who  else  do  you  swear  besides  members 
of  the  board  ?    A.  Those  who  are  salesmen. 

Q.  In  each  firm  ?     A.    Yes;  and  to  those  who  have  charge  of  the  agencies. 

Q.  Do  you  take  charge  of  the  salesman  declaration  ?  A.  Yes ;  they  are  filed 
"srith  me. 

Q.  Have  you  a  list  of  all  those  who  have  taken  the  statutory  declaration  ? 
A.  Yes;  but  1  haven't  it  with  me. 

Q.  How  many  are  there  ?  A.  Four  or  five.  Each  of  the  leading  firms  have  one. 
Sogers  has  one. 

Q.  Has  Eogers  taken  this  declaration  himself?  A,  He  has  taken  the  one  which 
is  the  book. 

Q.  And  he  has  one  employe  who  has  taken  this  one  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  There  is  about  one  officer  in  each  of  these  firms  wto  has  taken  this  declaration  ? 
A.  Yes  ;  men  go  round  and  take  orders  and  they  put  these  men  under  obligation  not 
to  lake  orders  at  any  less  than  a  fixed  price. 

Q.  Are  these  oaths  and  system  of  fines  pretty  effective  in  keeping  members  in 
line  ?     A.  There  have  only  been  two  fines  this  year, 

Q.  You  have  got  it  pretty  fine  ?  A.  It  is  in  pretty  good  working  order.  I  think 
prices  going  up  has  done  a  good  deal  towards  this, 

Q,  Are  there  any  coal  dealers  outside  of  this  combination  ?  A.  McConnell  was, 
iut  he  is  out  of  the  business  now. 

Q.  Had  he  been  in  financial  difficulty  before  you  bounced  him  ?  A.  I  do  not 
tnow.  If  he  had  been  considered  in  financial  trouble  the  city  would  not  have  given 
him  the  contract. 

Q.  We  have  a  list  here  of  importers.  There  are  a  large  number  of  others  who 
are  not  importers?     A.  Yes. 

Q  What  prices  are  fixed  to  ttem?  A.  They  get  "75  cents  off  the  retail  prices 
and  cart  it  from  the  yard. 

Q.  Who  does  the  carrying  ?     A.  They  do. 

Q.  Cart  it  from  Bailey's,  say,  to  their  o«vq  yard  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  then  they  deliver  it  and  got  75  cents  per  ton  ?  A.  Yes,  that  is  the  ar- 
rangement. It  was  reduced  to  50  cents  by  Mr.  Eogers  I  think,  in  December,  in 
consequence  of  prices  going  up,  but  afterwards  he  gave  way  and  made  it  75  cents. 

Q.  Is  that  one  of  your  resolutions?     A.  I  do  not  think  so. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q  Wnat  was  the  object  of  this  association  ?  A.  The  origin  of  it  was  to  steady 
theirade.  Those  who  had  been  in  the  trade  had  failed  and  run  out  the  good  men. 
The  Western  Anthracite  Association  on  the  other  side  have  lost  hundreds  of 
thonsands  of  dollars,  and  they  sent  over  some  leading  men  with  a  view  to  forming  an 
association  to  steady  the  market,  and  they  took  the  ground  that  they  would  sell  only 
to  those  who  are  willing  to  keep  prices  at  what  they  considered  fair  paying  prices. 
By  Mr.  Landry  : 

Q.  Did  they  control  on  the  other  side?  A.  Yes,  they  controlled  the  prices  at 
which  they  bhall  sell  and  they  also  control  the  market  here. 

_  Q.  Who  fixed  the  price  at  which  Toronto  coal  dealers  shall  sell  ?     A,  The    Exe- 
cutive Committee  of  the  Toronto  dealers. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  Were  there  any  representations  made  to  these  coal  miners  and  transportation 

companies  that  the  sales  were  being  made  below  paying  prices  ?  A.  They  came  over, 

Q.  In  retpoEge  to  representations  made?     Were  there  not  complaints  made  to 

them,  from  paities  in  Toronto  ?     A.  I  think  they  knew  it  as  a  matter  of  fact  from 

their  losees.     The  demoralized  state  of  the  trade  caused  it. 

Q.  You  as  Secretary,  did  you  ask  them  to  come  over  and  assist  in  regulating 
matters  ?  A.  They  came  over  on  purpose.  I  was  not  present  then  ;  it  was  a  private 
meeting. 

Q.  Have  you  any  correspondence  bearing  on  this  matter  ?    A.  No. 
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Q.  Did  the  importers  hold  meetings  to  regulate  matters  outside  or  inside  of  this 
Board  of  Trade  Section  ?  Did  the  iraponers  hold  meetings  of  their  own  independent 
of  this  organization  ?  A.  I  was  not  present  at  the  meeting  where  the  Committea 
came  over. 

Q.  I  do  not  mean  that.  Do  the  importers  hold  meetings  independent  of  this 
association  ?    A.  No,  not  since  this  association  was  formed.     Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  For  instance,  this  fixing  ol  the  prices  at  which  retailers  should  be  supplied. 
Tou  say  that  is  fixed  by  the  Executive  Committee  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  the  Ghairman  : 
Q.  But  suppose  most  of  them  were  second  hand  dealers,  they  could  fix  the  price 
at  $1  if  they  chose  ?     A.  But  the  by-law  prevents  that.     It  provides  that  the  Com- 
mittee is  elected  annually,  that  five  of  the  Committee  are  importers  and  four  small 
dealers. 

Q.  Leaving  a  majority  of  importers?     A.  Yes. 
Q.  They  really  rule?     A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Boyle: 
Q.  Iq  these  coniracts  you  speak  of  do  the  large  institutions  give  the  retailers  the 
privilege  of  tendering?   A.  They  never  do.    They  have  the  privilege,  but  they  never 
do,  because  they  are  in  such  a  small  way  that  they  are  not  able  to  handle  it. 

Q.  Do  you  ever  participate  in  the  bonuses  paid  by  successful   tenderers?    A. 
Only  80  far  as  that  portion  of  it  goes  into  the  association. 

Q.  But  the  premium  is  divided  among  the  importers  ?    A.  Yes  ;   less  one-sixth, 
which  goes  into  the  general  fund. 

Q.  That  is  intended  as  expenses  for  running  the  organization  ?     A.  Yes ;  so  that 
it  really  does  not  cost  them  anything. 

Q.  $100  goes  into  the  general  fund  and  $500  into  the  pockets  of  the  importers? 
A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Guillet  : 
Q.  Then  there  is  an  understanding  with  the  dealers  that  they  will   not  sell  to 
any  one  outside  of  the  ring  in  Toronto?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  have  any  understanding  or  agreement  with  them  that  they  will  not 
sell  to  any  one  outside  of  your  association,     A.  Yes. 
By  the  Chairman  ■ 
Q   As  a  matter  of  fact,  have  those  dealers  tried  to  be  importers  ?     A.I  believe 
that  two  or  three  of  them  organized  to  import. 

Q.  Who  are  these  men?     A.  Mr.  Bell  and  Mr.  Coulter,  and  these  are  the  only 
two  new  ones. 

Q.  Mr.  Bell  was  chairman  last  year,  was  he  not  ?     A.  Yes. 
Q.  But  he  was  not  allowed  to  import  ?    A,  Oh,  yes. 
Q.  They  are  all  allowed  to  import  ?     A.  Oh,  yes. 
Q.  Do  they  import?     A.  There  is  a  case  in  point. 

Q,  You  say  they  organized  to  import,  but  I  did  not  understand  that  they  had 
succeeded  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  But  they  took  no  steps  ?     A.  No  restriction  whatever  about  it. 

By  Mr.  Boyle  : 
Q.  If  it  suits  them  they  import?     A.  Yes. 
Q,  As  a  general  rule  it  does  not  suit  them  ?     A,  They  can    buy  cheaper  from 

Q,  Do  you  know  what  the  sum  total  of  these  bonuses  were  last  year?  A,  $2,800. 

By  Mr.  Guillet :  ,     .        .,    .  .u  ^ 

Q,  I  see  that  you  have  passed  a  resolution  amending  the  by-laws  that  the  woras 
« except  at  regular  fare  rates  be  struck  out,"  What  did  that  apply  to?   A.  Gar  ratesi 

By  Mr.  Landry :  ,  •         1 1 

Q.  If  one  outside  of  your  association  altogether  was  to  endeavor  to  import  large 
quantities  of  coal,  could  he  get  it  at  tho  same  price  as  you  do  ?  A.  There  wouia  Da 
no  law  against  any  one  importing.  ,  .  ,   ^,  i  j 

Q.  Bat  outside  of  your  association  ?    A.  1  do  not  think  there  would. 
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Q.  You  know  that  there  would  not?     A.  No. 

Q.  They  get  a  list  of  your  members  ?     A.  Yes, 

Q.  You  have  the  names  of  the  large  dealers  ?   A.  I  have  to  furnish  the  secretary 
of  the  anthracite  committee  in  Eochester  so  that  they  know. 

Q.  Would  they  give  a  higher  rate  ?     A.  The  first  question  they  ask  is,  are  you 
a  member  of  the  Toronto  Board  ? 

Q.  And  then  they  refuse  to  sell  ?     A.   Yes. 
By  the  Chairman  ; 

Q.  And  they  cannot  be  members  of  the  Toronto  Board  unless  they  take  the 
oath  ?    A.  They  cannot. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  What  are  the  qualifications  for  becoming  a  member  ?     A.  They  have  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trade . 

Q.  Is  it  very  difficult  to  get  in  ?     A.  No. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  Does  your  association  regulate  the  prices  of  wood?     A.  Only  where  it  could 
be  sold  in  connection  with  coal,  ':>^ 

Q;  Then  you  do  by  tendering  for  coal,  tender  for  wood  at  association  rates  ?    A. 
Yes. 

Q .  For  wood  as  well  as  coal  ?     A.  In  the  case  of  tenders  so  as  not  to  cut  out  the 
wood. 

Q.  So  that  it  will  not  cut  out  the  coal  rates.     A.  Yes. 


The  House  or  Commons,  22nd  March,  1888, 

The  Select  Committee  on  alleged  Trade  Combinations  met  at  10  a.m.,  with  Mr. 
Wallace  in  the  chair. 

Peter  Larmonth,  sworn. 

By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation  ?    A.  Accountant. 

Q.  Where  is  your  residence  ?     A.  Ottawa. 

Q.  Are  you  the  secretary  of  the  Coal  Cartage  Company  ?     A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  What  is  the  nature  of  that  organization  ?     How  is  it   incorporated?    A.  It 
is  incorporated  by  a  charter  from  the  Ontario  Government. 

Q.  Who  are  the  principal  incorporators  ?     Who  are   the    members  7     A.  C.  0. 
Hay  holding  25  shares,  James  Cowan  holding  25  shares,  and  G.  W.  McCullough 

Q.  What  is  the  amount  of  the  shares?    A.  $100. 

Q.  How  many  shares  for  McCullough?    A.  48  shares,  H.  H.  Cameron  2  shares, 
J .  G.  Bntterworth  48  shares  and  W.  B.  Boss  2  shares. 

Q.  Making  a  total  of  how  much  stock  ?     A.  816,000. 

Q,  That  is  150  shares  at  $100  each  ?     A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  much  of  that  is  paid  up?     A.  It  is  all  paid  up. 

Q.  Cash?    A.  Yes.  y         f 

Q.  Is  it  in  cash  or  plant  or  material  ?     A.  Partly  plant,  yes. 

Q,  And  partly  cash  ?    A.  Yes,  partly  cash. 

Q.  How  much  plant  and  how  much  cash  ?    A.  If  I  remember  rightlv  the  plant 
brought  in  was  $5,000.  ^     ■'         *^ 

Q.  What  is  that  ?     A.  Carts,  horses  and  harness. 
By  Mr.  Landry  : 

Q.  How  long  has  it  been  in  existence?    A,  One  year  last  May;  the    first  July 
was  the  beginning  of  the  company. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q,  That  is  you  have  had  two  full  seasons'  business?     A,  Not  yet:    it  will  be 
two  years  next  July. 
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Q.  That  will  be  two  years,  that  is,  the  best  business  part  of  two  years.  What 
is  the  nature  of  your  coal  cartage  business  ?  A.  These  coal  merchants  bring  in  coal 
and  give  it  to  the  Coal  Cartage  Company  at  cost  price.  Then  the  coal  carters  sell 
to  them  by  order,    " 

Q.  They  give  it  to  the  Coal  Cartage  Company  at  cost  price?     A.  Yes, 

Q.  At  whose  premises  or  property  is  it  delivered  ?  A.  At  the  sheds  of  these 
coal  merchants. 

Q.  It  does  not  go  out  of  their  own  posFession  then  ?  A,  No.  It  is  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Coal  Cartage  Company  after  it  is  purchased  by  the  Coal  Cartage  Com- 
pany. 

Q.  It  is  in  the  yards  and  sheds  of  these  private  individuals  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  They  have  leased  their  sheds  and  ground  to  the  Coal  Cartage  Company  ? 
A.  Some  of  them  are  leased. 

Q.  Leased  to  this  Coal  Cartage  Company  ?  A,  Yes,  leased  to  this  Coal  Cartage 
Company. 

Q.  The  Coal  Cartage  Company  buys  all  these  supplies  of  coal  at  cost  price  ?  A. 
At  cost  price,  and  the  Coal  Cartage  Company  deliver  it  to  customers. 

Q.  Who  sells  the  coal  ?  A.  The  Coal  Cartage  Company  sell  it.  That  is  the 
dealer  gives  his  orders  to  the  Coal  Cartage  Company  to  deliver  the  coal. 

Q.  Who  sells  the  coal  ?    A.  The  Coal  Cartage  Company  sells  the  coal. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  Who  takes  the  order  ?  A.  The  different  dealers  take  the  orders.  A.  All  the 
coal  bought  by  these  dealers,  is  bought  through  the  Coal  Cartage  Company. 

Q.  About  the  quantities  of  coal,  which  each  dealer  supplies,  how  is  that  regula- 
ted ?    A.  There  is  no  regulation. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Everyone  buys  as  much  coal  as  the  other  ?  A.  Yes,  and  in  the  best  markets 
and  hands  it  over  to  the  Coal  Cartage  Company  at  cost  price. 

Q.  The  Coal  Cartage  Company  sell  it  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  fixes  that  price  ?     A.  It  is  fixed  by  the  directors. 

Q.  Who  are  the  directors  ?     A.  They  are  all  directors,  the  six  of  them. 

Q.  The  six  men  whose  names  you  have  read  out.     A.  Yes. 

Q.  They  are  the  directors  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  They  are  the  Coal  Cartage  Company  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  These  men  buy  the  coal  and  sell  it  to  themselves,  and  then  buy  it  back  again, 
at  an  increased  price  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Landry  : 

Q.   How  is  that 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  They  get  it  at  cost  price,  Mr.  McCullough  takes  an  order  for  coal  from  a 
citzen  what  becomes  of  that  order?  A.  It  is  handed  to  the  Coal  Cartage  Company 
and  the  Coal  Cartage  Company  deliver  it. 

Q.    Who  collects  ?    A.  Mr.  McCullough  collects  from  his  customers,  and  the  Coal 
Cartage  Company  collects  from  Mr .  McCullough . 
By  Mr.  (ruillet  : 

Q.  At  what  advance?    A.  At  the  regular  retail  price. 

Q.  What  do  you  charge  McCullough  for  it  in  turn  ?  A.  Just  exactly  what  he 
sells  it  for. 

By  Mr.  Landry : 

Q.  Do  you  say  that  these  people  act  for  nothing  ?    A,  No,  certainly  not. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Then  the  coal  is  delivered  by  the  Cartage  Company  not  by  the  private 
individual,  but  each  private  individual  takes  an  order  and  that  order  is  sent  to  the 
Coal  Cartage  Company,  and  the  private  individual  collects  the  amount  of  that?  A. 
From  his  customer. 

Q.  How  much  does  he  pay  over  to  the  Coal  Cartage  Company?  A.  He  pays 
the  full  price  for  which  the  Coal  Cartage  Company  sells  to  him. 
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Q.  He  does  all  this  work  and  hands  the  fall  amount  over  to  the  Coal  Cartage 
Company?    A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Landry  : 

Q.   He  gets  his  profit  by  getting  a  dividend  at  the  end  of  the  year?     A.  Tes. 

Q.  According  to  the  capital  or  on  sales  ?     A.  No.     According  to  the  capital. 

Q.  These  merchants  were  all  members  of  the  company  ?  A.  Yes.  There  are 
other  dealers  in  the  city  who  get  the  company  to  deliver  their  coal  for  them,  because 
they  suppose  they  can  deliver  it  cheaper  than  if  they  had  their  own  horses. 

Q.   Who  are  they?    A.  Thompson,  Clemow  and  Brown,     These  all  deal   with 
the  Coal  Cartage  Company. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  They  are  not  stockholders?     A.   No. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Have  they  no  connection  with  the  company  ?     A.  No. 
By  Mr.  Wood  : 

Q.  They  make  nothing  at  all  ?    Ai  We  simply  have  the  coal  delivered. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q,  How  much  coal  did  the  Cartage  Company  handle  last  year?    A.  31,000  tons. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  Do  the  merchants  who  sell  the  most  of  the  coal,  those  who  sell  the  largest 
quantity,  derive  any  extra  benefit  from  that  large  sale.  If  one  member  of  the  Coal 
Cartage  Company  sells  5,000  tons,  while  another  member  takes  orders  for  only  1,000 
tons,  is  there  no  distinction  ?  A.  They  simply  pay  a  dividend  on  the  stock  as  far 
as  the  Coal  Cartage  Company  are  concerned. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  For  instance  you  read  out  two  men  who  had  two  shares  each  of  stock  ?  A, 
Yes,  that  is  one-twenty-fifth  of  the  whole  stock.  Do  they  only  get  one-twenty-fifth 
of  the  profits  ?     A.  That  is  all. 

Q.  These  four  men,  the  remaining  directors,  what  did  they  get  as  profits,  or 
what  did  they  get  last  year  ?  Can  you  give  us  the  sales  for  each  individual  member 
of  the  firm,  that  is  the  sales  made  by  each,  individual  member  ?  A.  I  can  do  that 
with  some  trouble. 

By  Mr.  Landry : 

Q.  Take  the  two  share  men  and  the  48   share  men  ?     A.  The  men  who   have 
only  two  shares  are  not  dealers  in  coal. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  they  derive  the  benefit  of  the  other  men's  in- 
dustry ?  A.  Certainly,  they  bave  that  stock  paid  up.  If  every  cent  is  paid  up  they 
get  their  dividend. 

Q.  And  these  difi'erent  gentlemen  of  the  Coal  Cartage  Company  are  paid  nothing 
else  for  selling  the  coal?    A.  No,  sir,  not  a  cent. 

Q.  How  do  yon  pay  Senator  Clemow  ?  Ai  He  derives  the  profit  on  the  amount 
of  his  tonnage. 

Q.  He  is  not  a  member  of  the  company  ?    A.  No. 

Q.  What  is  he  ?     A.  He  participates  in  the  profits  of  the  company. 

Q.  And  he  is  not  a  member  of  the  company  in  any  way  ?    A.  No. 

Q.  The  members  of  the  association  account  for  the  whole  amount   afterwards? 
A.  Suppose  they  arrange  with  Clemow,  and  say,  if  you  sell  3,000  or  4,000  tons  of  coal, 
we  will  give  you  one-eighth  of  the  profits,  provided  you  sell  at  our  prices. 
By  Mr.   Guillet  : 

Q.  He  gets  his  own  profits  besides?     A.  He  sells  at  the  prices. 

Q.  He  hands  over  the  coal  to  you  then,  practically,  that  is  the  coal  he  sells? 
A,  He  sells  the  coal  and  he  pays  us  every  month. 

Mr.  BoTLE. — He  simply  acts  as  an  agent. 

The  Chalrman. — He  is  practically  in  the  same  position  as  the  others. 

Mr.  Landry, — He  gets  a  fixed  amount  as  profits. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  What  did  he  get  ?     A.I  think  it  is  one-eighth. 

Q.  What  did  he  get  last  year,  what  amount  did  he  receive  from  the  company 
last  year  ?    A.  He  got  |3,510. 

Q.  From  your  company  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmo/  eland^  : 
Q.  Of  profits?     A.  Yesi 

By  Mr.  Landry : 
Q.  How  much  coal  did  he  sell  ?     A.   Something  over  4,000  tops. 

By  Mr.  Guillet ; 
Q.  What  was  the  profit — one-eighth  ?    A.  It  was  that  last  year.     I  forget  what 
it  was  this  year. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  What  service  did  he  render  for  that  S3, 510  ?     A.  He  sold  4,000  tons  of  coal; 
he  has  not  got  his  money  yet  I  presume, 

Q.  He  didn't  handle  the  coal  ?     A.  He  simply  gave  us  the  orders. 
Q.  Then  the  Coal  Company   forwards   it   from   the   other    side;  your   Cartage 
Company  takes  charge  of  it  at  the  cars  ?    A.   f  es.     When  it   arrives  here,  and  they 
deliver  it  for  all  these  dealers  to  their  customers. 

Q.  And   on   the    amount   that   he   sold   the  profits   handed  over  to  him  will  be 
$3,510?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Were  there  no  other  persons  paid  in  that  same  way  ?     A.  No. 
Q.  Thompson   must  have    been  ?    A.  So,  sir,  not  last  year ;  this  year.     This 
year  there  is  Clemow,  Thompson  and  Brown. 
Q.  Three?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  does  their  account  stand  so  far  ?     A.  I  don't  close   the   books  until  the 
end  ot  April. 

Q.  The  year's  work  is  pretty  well  over?     A.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  coal  to 
deliver  yet. 

Q.  How  does  this  account  stand  ?  How  much  did  you  pay  over  to  Mr.  Clemow  ? 
A,  The  amount  he  has  received  ? 

Q.  Yes.     A.  He  has  received  $1,800  on  account  of  this  year's  profits  so  far. 
Q.  How   much   does   Mr.  Thompson   receive?    A.   $2,500   on   account  of  this 
year's  profits,  and  Mr.  Brown  had  received  $1,700. 
Q.  That  is  $6,000  between  these  three?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  have  the  members  of  the  firm  received  ?     A.  The  firm   have  received 
$1,800  each. 

By  Mr.  Quillet; 
Q,  The  large  dealers  ?     A.   Yes. 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q,  How  many  of  them  are  there  ?     A.  Three. 
Q.  Have  they  received  that  much  already  ?    A.  Yes, 

By  Mr.  Boyle  : 
Q.  That  is  each  one  ?     A.  Yes,  each  one  of  these  three  large  dealers. 

By  Mr.  Landry  : 
Q.  They  have  an  equal  amount  of  stock  in  the  company  ?     A.  Yes. 
Q.  That  is  $100  for  eaoh  of  their  share?     A.  That  is  only  two  of  them. 
Q.  Who  are  the  other  ones  ?     A.  Cowan  and  Ray,  representing  25  shares  each. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Two  men  have  'l&  shares,  2  men  48  shares,  and  2  men  having  2  shares  I     A. 
Yes.     They  don't  deal  in  coal  they  simply  get  a  dividend  on  their  stock. 
Q.  Who  are  they?     A.  W.  D.  Eoss  and  H.  H.  Cameron. 

Q.  What  is  their  business  ?     A.  One  is  a  gentleman  at  large,  and  the  other  is  a 
Jjook-keeper. 

Q,  How  much  have  they  received?    A.  $446. 
Q.  Is  that  for  each,  on  an  investment  of  $200. 
3—12 
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By  Mr.  Boyle : 

Q.  They  have'ut  received  benefit  ?  A.  No,  sir,  we  haven't  declared  any  divi- 
dend. 

Q.  These  other  men  have  already  received  on  account  of  dividend — Clemow  has 
received  $1,800  ou  account,  and  some  one  else  82,500  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  three  members  of  the  company  $4,800  each  on  account  of  this  year's 
profits?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  $446  received  by  two  members  ?  A.  It  was  their  earnings  of  last  year  on 
$200  stock. 

By  Mr.  McDovgall: 

Q.  Fiom  whom  do  you  import?  A.  The  Delaware  and  Lackawanna  Company, 
and  the  Delaware  .-.n.i  Hudson  and  Ogdensburgh.  The  Cartage  Company  import 
practically  luiihintr,  they  bny  through  the  dealers  here. 

Q.  Who  ate  the  dealerrt"?  A.  U.  C.  fiay  and  Company,  McCulIough  and  Butter- 
worth. 

By  Mr.  Landry : 

Q.  What  IS  the  total  number  of  tons  sold  last  year?     A.  31,000  tons. 

Q,  What  was  the  profit?     A.  The  gross  profit  on  that  was  833,483. 
By  Mr.  Casgrain : 

Q.  In  rtihiU  spHco  of  lime?     A.  The  season  of  last  year. 
By  Mr.  Gwiltt  : 

Q.   Eliding  with?     A.  The  Ist  of  May. 
By  Mr.  Landry  : 

Q.  Wtiat  was  the  average  price  per  ton  it  was  sold  at  during  the  season  ?  A. 
It  commenced  at  So  60  in  the  spring,  and  it  went  up  to  $7.50  last  winter. 

Q.  This  is  fixed  and  regulated  by  the  directors,  you  say  ?  A.  It  went  up  $1  a 
ton. 

Q.  That  going  up  was  fixed  by  the  directors  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Toll  me  what,  profits  the  other  people  dealing  in  coal  had.  Is  there  any 
other  person  who  deals  in  coal  outside  of  yourselves  ?     A.  Certainly. 

Q.  There  are  others  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  have  nothing  to  do  with  this  company  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  are  they  ?  A.  Baston  was  one,  and  I  think  Harris  deals  in  coal. 
That  is  all  I  know  of  just  now. 

Q   They  deal  directly  and  have  their  own  customers?     A.  Yes* 

Q.  Do  they  sell  or  do  they  undersell  your  price?  A.  Yes.  Now  and  then  I 
hear  of  a  cutting  of  iio  cents  per  ton.     1  think   generally  they  sell  at  the  same  price, 

Q.  With  no  understiinding  ?    A.  No  understanding  whatever. 
By  Mr.  Gv.illet  : 

Q.  Why  don't  they  come  into  this  association  ?     A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Weio  they  notified  ?     A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  Do  tbey  buy  from  the  same  parties  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Your  arrangement  is  simply  within  yourself?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Have  the  American  companies  that  you  buy  from  put   any   pressure  on  you 
to  make  an  exclusive  arrangement?    A.  No,  sir. 
By  Mr.  Landry  : 

Q.  And  you  have  no  arrangement  with  them  that  they  must  sell  to  nobody 
else  ?     A.  Certainly  not. 

By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 

Q.  Do  you  by  your  arrangement,  or  have  this  company  organized,  efi'ect  a  sav- 
ing in  any  way  in  the  delivery  of  coal  ?     A.  There  is  a  great  saving  in  the  delivery. 

Q.  How  much  ?     A.  1  suppose  at  least  10  cents  per  ton. 

Q.  You  think  you  can  deliver  10  cents  cheaper  than  the  other  two  men  ?  A, 
Yes,  1  think  so. 

By  Mr.  Landry  : 

Q,  On  account  of  your  organization  ?     A.  Yes. 
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By  Mr,  Wood  (  Westmorela'^d)  : 
Q.  As  to  the  saving  ?     A.  I  think  there  is  a  saving.     Ooe  man  attends  to  35  or 
tO  horses  instead  of  attending  to  ooly  4  or  5  horses,  and  there  is  a  saving  of  a  weigh 
aaster. 

-By  the  Chair  man  : 
Q.  Thut  would  enable  you  to  sell  coal  cheaper  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  sell  it  cheaper?     A,  I  think  the  amount  of  this  thing  was,  that  coa 
jvas  cheaper  last  year  than  it  ever  was  before  by  $1.  a  ton. 
By  Mr.  McDougall: 
Q,  Is  ihis  anthracite  yoa  refer  to  as  $6.50  ?     A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Guillet  ; 
Q,  What  was  it  this  current  year  ?     A.  I  think  it  was  50  cents  a  ton  more  thaa 
it  was  la«t  year. 

Q.  That  would  be  from  $6.75  to  $8  ?     A.  Yes. 
Q.  That  is  now  ?     A.  Yes. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q,  Can  you  acoount  for  that  ?     A.  Coal  is  dearer. 

By  Mr.  Land'-y : 
Q.  You  buy  it  dearer  ?     A.  Yes, 

By  the  Chairman  ; 
Q.  As  a  matter  ot  fdot,  it  was  sworn  to   here,  that  for  the  three  months  of  May, 
June  and  July,  the  price  was  the  same  in  Oswego,  in  i88o  as  in  1887  ?     A.  Yes,  but 
we  purchased  afterwards. 

Q.  For  these  three  months,  it  was  sworn  to  here,  that  coal  was  the  same  in  1886 
as  in  1887  7     A.     I  don't  remember  it  now. 

Q.  Give  us  the  price  that  this  coal  was  delivered  to  your  merchants  ?    A.  I 
haven't  the  prices.     I  simply  credit  it  from  the  invoices  at  the  end  of  the  month. 

Q.  We  want  the  prices  that  this  coal  was  delivered  to  the  Cartage  Company  for, 
and  the  prices  it  was  delivered  for  each  month  ?     A.  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Q.  You  must  give  us  the  information  ?     A.  I  simply  credit  the  invoices  for  the 
month. 

Q.  No  price  mentioned  per  ton  ?     A.  No,  simply  the  quantity. 
Q.  Have  you  the  invoices  ?     A.  They  are  in  the  possession  of  the  Coal   Cartage 
Company . 

Q.  You  are  the  secretary  of  the  company  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  We  want  that.     We  require  you  to  bring  that,  if  this  book  does  not  give  it  ? 
A.  It  does  not  give  the  quantity  or  the  price. 
By  Mr.  McDougall : 
Q.  Do  you  sell  by  the  long  ton  or  short  ?    A.  Short . 
Q.  Buy  the  same  way?     A.  No,  long  ton. 

By  Mr.  Guillet  : 
Q.  You  say  yourself  never  appi'oached  these  outside  men,  do  you  know   of   any 
-others  who  done  so  ?     A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  Were  there  any  resolutions  passed  ?    A.  No. 

Q.  You  have  a  minute  book  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  bring  that  7     A.  No,  there  was  no  minute. 

By  Mr.  Boyle : 
Q.  Have  your  Uitferent  members  for  taking  orders,  separate  offices?    A.  Yes. 
Q.  D J  they  employ  any  clerks ?     A.  Yes,  every  one  of  them. 
Q.  A«  to  the  rental  of  these  places,  do  you  charge  as  part  of  the  expenses  ?    A. 
Not  of  this  company.     The  profit  I  mentioned  to  you  is  the   gross.    They   have   all 
their  office  expenses  apart  from  this. 

Q.  Do  we  understand  you  to  say  that  the  members  of  the  company  individually, 
will  go  to  the  personal  expense  of  securing  orders,  and  that  the  benefit  of  these 
<?rders  goes  to  the  company  ?     A.  Yes,  sir.  ,,  ^    .i,..,     a    t 

Q   As  a  matter  of  fact,  does  it  not  seem  strange  that  they  would  do  that  (;^    A.  i 
think  not.     They  are  satisfied  with  the  profits  they  receive  from   the   Coal  Cartage 
Company  and  they  pay  their  office  expenses  out  of  it. 
3-12J 
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Q.  The  profits  are  determined  by  the  amount  of  stock  that  each  member  sells  ?' 
A,  The  amount  of  profits. 

Q.  The  amount  of  stock?  A.  The  profi.t8  are  based  on  the  amount  of  stock. 
The  share  of  profit  is  based  on  the  amount  of  stock,  but  certainly  the  profits  of  th© 
business  are  simply  on  the  sales  the  same  as  any  other  business. 

Q.  Have  these  different  members  any  other  profits  out  of  the  transactions,  other 
than  the  gross  profits  of  the  company?    A.  No,  sir;  none. 

Q.  One  member  may  go  to  the  expense  of  83,000  or  $4,000,  while  another  goes 
to  the  expense  of  only  81,000,  in  taking  orders  ?     A.  Exactlyi 
By  Mr.  Gasgrain  : 

Q.  They  are  satisfied  with  the  result,  at  any  rate?  A.  They  are  satisfied  with 
the  result. 

By  Mr.  Landry  : 

Q.  If  I  understand  you  those  who  deal  in  coal  directly  as  individuals  and  belong 
to  the  company,  they  are  not  paid  for  any  expenses  they  may  be  put  to  beyond 
that  ?    A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  take  those  who  have  stock  in  horses  and  carts,  and  such  like,  are  they 
not  paid  for  these  services  outside  of  the  profits  ?     A,  Certainly  not. 

Q.  They  are  not  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  These  horses  and  oarts  and  men  hired,  by  whom  are  they  paid?  A.  The 
men  are  employed  by  the  Coal  Cartage  Company  and  are  paid  by  the  Coal  Cartage 
Company. 

Q.  Out  of  these  gross  profits  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  These  profits  are  net  as  far  as  the  company  is  concerned  ?    A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  This$3c!,000isnet?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  are  speaking  of  that  gross  ?  A.  It  is  gross  in  a  way,  the  dealers  have 
to  pay  their  rents  out  of  it. 

Q.  What  were  the  gross  profits  of  the  company  ?   Ai  I  will  tell  you,  sir  ;  $4,639» 
By  Mr.  Landry :  ' 

Q.  What  is  the  total  amount  of  their  receipts,  can  you  tell  me?  A.  The  total 
amount  of  receipts  ? 

Q,  Yes  ?    A.  The  amount  of  coal  sold  ? 

Q.  Yes?     A.  $24,730. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  is  the  expense  account  now  ?  A.  Well,  I  will  give  you  that,  Tho 
gross  profit  was  $4,639.  The  cartage  on  coal,  $11,902,  and  the  expense  account  was 
$1,539. 

Q.  That  is  the  expenses  outside  of  the  carta;ge  ?  A.  Yes.  Then  there  is  an 
industry  account  which  is  $2,291. 

Q.  How  had  the  cartage  company  interest  ?  A.  They  have.  It  costs  $62,060 
above  their  capital  to  run  their  business. 

Q.  These  individuals  don't  pay  for  any  coal  ?   A.  They  have  paid  for  their  coal. 

Q.  The  coal  that  you  take  possession  of  at  the  railway  station,  who  pays  for 
that  coal  ?  A.  The  Cartage  Company  pays  at  once  for  it.  The  company  pays  these 
individuals  every  month. 

Q,  Then  the  individuals  haven't  any  capital  at  all  in  it  ?  A.  Well,  yes.  These 
names  I  mentioned  have  $15,000  in  it. 

Q.  Outside  of  their  stock  they  have  no  money  in  the  coal  business  outside  of 
$15,000  stock,  and  you  paid  for  the  coal  as  it  came  every  month,  and  the  private 
individual  then  don't  pay  any  money  for  the  coal  ?  A,  He  had  to  pay  for  the  coal. 
We  paid  him  and  he  paid  the  party  from  whom  he  purchased  every  month. 

Q.  The  money  was  simply  handed  over  ?    A.  Exactly. 

Q.  You  handed  it  to  him  and  he  handed  it  to  the  man  from  whom  he  purchased  ? 
A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  So  he  had  nothing  except  his  capital  in  this  at  all  ?  A.  Except  what  capital 
they  employ  in  their  different  offices.  They  have  sometimes  from  $15,000  to  $20,00ft 
worth  of  coal  out,  not  paid  for. 
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Q.  What  was  the  interes*;  account  ?     A^  $2,291  for  the  year. 
Q.  What  was  the  total  amount  of  coal  sales  ?     A.  The  sales  wore  $24,730,  and 
le  gross  profits  were  $4,639,  then  less  the  cartage  and  expense  account  S3, 850. 
By  Mr  Landry : 
Q.  There  must  be  some  mistake  there,  611,000    from   $40,000    would   leave  less 
lan  $33,000?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  was  the  net  profit  ?     A.  $33,000. 
Mr.  Boyle — $40,000  is  after  deducting  the  cartage  ? 
Mr.  Landry — Oh,  yes. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  What  redacea  it?     A.  There  is  the  expense  account  and  interest  to  coma  oif 
hat  $3,850  and  $3,510  paid  to  Mr.  Clemow. 
By  Mr.  Casgrain : 
Q.  Can  you  sum  up  the  net  profits  at  so  much  per  cent,  so  that  the  Committee 
an  see  the  result  of  the  operations  ?     A.  That  is  the  net  profit  on  the  whole  basiness 
ar  the  year. 

Q.  What  would  it  amount  to,  at   so  much  per  cent — 

By  the  Chaibman— The  capital  was  $15,000  and  the   net  profit  $33,000.    The 
esult  would  be  about  222  per  cent. 
By  Mr.  Casgrain : 
Q.  Is  that  your  conclusion  ?     A.  That  is  about  it. 

By  Mr.  Boyle  : 
Q.  Have  you  any  idea  of  the  expenses  of  condacting  these  different  offices?     Ai 
;t  was   estimated  that  it   cost  them   about   48  cents  a   ton— that  is,   these  different 
iffices — which  would  leave  them  a  profit  of  a  little  over  50  cents  per  ton. 

Q.  Has  no  return  been  made  to  the  company  by  these  members  of  their  ex- 
jenses?    A.  JNo. 

Q.  Do  they  never  express  any  dissatisfaction  at  the  apparently  unequal  way  of 
Icing  things  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  Do  these  members  who  have  jast  two  shares  each  who  received  $446  each, 
ast  year,  contribute  in  any  way  to  the  success  of  the  company  ?  A.  No,  sir,  they  are 
nerely  stock  holders  and  directors. 

By  Mr,  Wood  (  Westmoreland')  : 
Q.  They  didn't  sell  coal  ?     A.  They  did  not  sell  any  coal. 

By  Mr.  Boyle  : 
Q.  Yet  they  participate  equally  in  the  benefit  they  receive  with  those  who  do? 
&..  Yes. 

TheCHAiRMAN— This  question  of  profit;  you   said  the  net  profits  after  all  ex- 
penses were  $33,483  on  31,000  tons  of  coal.     That  is  $1.08  per  ton  ? 
Q.  And  the  office  expenses  are  how  much  ?     A.  48  cents  per  ton. 
Q.  That  would  leave  60  cents  per  ton  net  profit  ?     A.  Yes. 
Q.  What  is  it  that   cost   48   cents  ?     A.  Offioo  expenses.     Between   $500  and 
mo  lor  rental,  and  the  clerks  cost  from  $1,200  to  $l,50i)  a  year. 

Mr.  Boyle— It  is  an  extraordinary  thing  to  me  that  that  should  come  out  of  the 
private  resources  of  the  different  members. 

The  Chairman— What  we  haven't  had  explained  yet,  is  what  object  a  man  would 
have  in  selling  1000  tons  if  he  could  make  the  same  money  by  selliLg  only  10  tons 
and  no  further  expenses.  i-      j. 

Mr.  Landry— The  9,000  would  have  to  be  sold  by  some  one  else  for  him  to 
make  the  same  profit. 

By  Mr.  Bain  {WentwortK). 
Q.  That  arrangement  could  not  last  very  long  ?     A.  No. 

By  the  Chairman  ;  o     a    mi,  *  • 

Q  The  witness  says  it  cost  48  cents  per  ton  for  office  expenses  ?  A.  ihat  is 
merely  an  estimate.  I  don't  know  it  as  a  fact.  That  is  simply  an  estimate  given 
me  by  one  of  the  directors. 
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By  Mr.  Bain  {Weniworih): 
Q.  Ot  courte  the  witness   cannot  give  that  from  his  own   peisonal  knowledge  ?' 
A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Landry : 

Q,  There  are  very  Jarge  profits  made.  Now  the  question  comes  how  has  it 
affected  trade.  Can  you  tell  us  how  it  ha*  affected  the  trade  from  your  own  know- 
ledge ?  A.  From  my  own  knowledge  I  believe  it  has  been  a  benefit  to  the  poor 
man's  trade  in  Ottawa, 

Q.  Has  it  been  a  benefit  to  the  consumers?     A.  I  think  it  has  been  a  benefit,  as 
the  poor  man  buys  more  coal  in  winter  than  the  rich  man. 
By  the  Chairman  ; 

Q.  Is  coal  dearer  this  year  than  it  was  last  year?     A.  Yes,  50  cents  per  ton. 

Q.  Ttere  was  5i)  cents  duty  taken  off  that  makes  it  $1  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  at  the  first  of  this  year  it  was  at  the  same  price  as  the 
first  of  last  year  ?     A.I  know  it  was. 

Q.  Later  OD  how  much  dearer  was  it  ?     A.  I  could  not  tell  you. 

t^.  ilow  can  you  make  the  assertion  that  it  is  a  benefit  comparing  it  with  the 
time  that  there  was  no  combination  ?  A.  Because  I  know  it  is  so,  because  at  that 
time  coal  went  up  to  88  a  ton. 

Q.  That  is  to  the  coi^pumer,  you  do  not  know  what  the  price  of  coal  was  at  Os- 
"wego  or  where  it  was  bought  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  Well,  how  can  yon  tell  whether  this  combination  is  a  benefit  to  the  poor 
man.  Yoa  say  you  cannot  tell  the  cost  price  then,  how  can  you  tell  that  the  dealers  are 
making  lets  piofits  than  they  did  before  ?     A.  That  I  cannot  tay, 

Q.  flow  can  you  say  ?     A.  It  is  a  known  fact. 

Q.  flow  can  you  prove  it  ?  A.  It  is  simply  that  coal  is  cheaper  last  year  than 
it  was  the  year  befoie,  most  of  the  winter  it  was  87.50  and  the  year  before  it  was 
$8,  and  the  year  befoi  e  $8.50.  Coal  was  cheaper  last  winter  than  any  winter  since 
I  have  been  m  Ottawa. 

Q.  About  these  two  men  who  had  these  two  shares  I  want  to  understand  what 
their  j)rofitwap,  bow  much  did  each  man  invest?  A.  $.00.  They  are  simply  brought 
in  to  make  up  the  requisite  number  of  directors. 

Q.  The  2.  share  men  got  $446  for  themselves  ■;'     A.  Yes ;  they  are   stockholders 
holding  an  annual  amount.     They  are  required  to  hold  two  shares. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  Without  doing  anything  at  all  they  make  this  $446  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Casgrain ; 

Q.  As  a  mattei  of  fact  before  the  closing  of  navigation,  when  the  stock  of  coal 
is  in  the  city  for  the  winter,  do  the  compaiy  you  speak  of  command  the  market 
alone?     A.  No,  sir;  there  are  other  dealers  in  the  city, 

Q.  To  a  laige  extent  ?     A.  Not  very  large. 

Q.  That  is  exactly  the  point  I  was  coming  to,  whether  their  stock  can  influence 
yours  ?     A.  I  could  not  give  any  evidence  with  regard  to  that. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q,  What  hiiS  been  your  prices  on  the  sale  of  coal  during  the  fall  and  winter? 
A.  It  went  up  to  $8  per  ton. 

Q.  Give  me  the  prices  right  alonsr  for  each  month  ?     A.  That  I  can't  do. 

Q.  Do  thej-  char  ge  every  month  ?     A.  Not  every  month. 

Q,  Are  you  the  wecretary  of  the  company  ?  A.  I  don't  know.  I  simply  post 
the  invoices ;  I  don't  look  after  the  prices.  I  look  after  the  details  of  the  office,  but 
I  don't  look  at  the  pi  ices. 

Q.  You  have  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  company  ?     A.  Yei?. 

Q.  You  have  "the  invoices  ?    A.  Yes, 

Q.  I  think  it  is  necessary  to  have  the  invoices  here  and  also  the  minute  bookf 
A.  All  right. 

By  Mr.  Landry  : 

Q.  Do  you  keep  the  minutes  of  the  directors'  meetings  ?  A.  There  is  nothing  in 
them. 
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Q.  Would  there  not  be  their  resolations  fixing   the  prices?     A.    No;    I   think 
they  have  minutes  of  their  own. 

Q.  Who  was  their  secretary  ?     A.  One  of  the  committee. 

The  chairman  asked  if  it  was  the  pleasure  of  the  Committee  to  ask  the  witness  to 
produce  the  invoices  and  minute  book,  and  the  Committee  assented. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 
Q.  We  have  got  the  gross  result  of  this  business  and  also  the  net  result ;  we 
have  got  the  organization  of  the  company  and  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  or- 
ganized. Will  there  be  any  new  light  on  the  subject  by  getting  these  minutes  and 
papers  1 

The  Chairman — I  think  so,  we  want  to  see  the  whole  of  the  operations  of  this 
arranu;ement.     It  seems  to  be  the  most  scientific  organization  that  we  have  met  with. 
Mr.  Bain  (Wentworth) — And  the  best  paying  one. 

By  Mr.  McKay  : 
Q.  Have  you  askea  the  witness  yet  how  much  it  costs  to  deliver  a  ton  of  coal  to 
a  customer  ?     A.  About  46  cents,  that  is  the  average. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 
Q.  Have  you  a  statement  of  the  individual  orders  of  these  large  dealers.     A.  I 
have  separate  accounts  in  this  book. 

Q,  Can  you  give  me  the  quantities  of  each  important  one  ?     A.  I   can  give  the 
amount,  but  not  the  quantity. 

Q.  Are  they  nearly  equal  ?     A.  Yes,  they  are  nearly  equal. 
Q.  What  are  the  figures  ?     A.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  addition  in  that. 
Q.  You  can  figure  that  up  and  present  them  before  the  examination  closes. 
(The   witness   aftei wards  gave   the   figures  as  follows:  Mr.  Butterworth,  sales 
$61,511 ;   Mr.  McCnllough,  gales  153,588  ;    Mr.  Eay,  sales  $52,227.) 
By  Mr.  McKay  : 
Q.  Did  you  hire  teams  outside  of  your  own  teams  ?     A.  Yes,  sometimes. 
Q.   What  did  you  pay  them  ?     A.  I  don't  know,  in  the  fall  months    of  Septem- 
ber and  October,  1  think  that  they  got  extra  horses. 

Q.  What  is  the  sum  you  paid  fall  or  winter  ?     A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q,  What  did  you   pay  your  hired  teams  generally  ?    A.  I  could  not  say. 

By  Mr.  Landry  : 
Q.  Who  attends  to  that  ?     A.  We  have  a  man  attending  to  all  that. 
Q.  He  is  paid  through  the  year  ?     A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth')  : 
Q.  You  are  simply  the  book-keeper  ?    A.  That  is  all  I  do. 

Q.   Where  do  the  yards  come  in  ?     Do  they  belong  to  the  company  or  private 
individuals  ?     A.  They  belong  to  private  individuals. 
Q.  Each  one  has  his  own  yard  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Part  of  the  expenses  then  are  for  rent  of  the  yard,  or  are  they  not  allowed 
for  yards  ?     A.  No,  they  have   the  yards   individually,  arid   we   pay  the   men   and 
horses  and  all  expenses  connected  with  delivery  of  coal. 
Q.  Does  each  man  have  a  yard  of  his  own  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Are  these  yards  about  the  tame  size  ?     A.  I  think  the  sheds   are   about  the 
same  size. 

Q.  I  understood  you,  that  the  expenses  of  the  individual  coal  dealers  have  been 
estimated  at  48  cents  per  ton  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Is  the  use  of  these  yards  included  in  that  48  cents  ?     A.  Yes. 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  It  does  not  cost  48  cents  to  deliver  a  ton  of  coal  ?     A.  That  means   the   cart- 
age and  putting  it  in  the  shed  and  delivering  it  to  a  customer. 

By  Mr.  Wood  (Wesirroreland')  :  . 

Q.  Where  is  this  coal   puicbased?    A.  From   different   companies.     From   the 
Delaware  and  Lackawanna  acd  from  the  J  'olaware  and  Hudson. 

Q.  Does  that  company  purchase  as  a  company  ?     A.  They  purchase  from  these 
dealers  here. 
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Q.  Each  individual  dealer  orders  coal,  the  same  as  at  his   own   yard  ?     A.  And 
sells  it  to  the  company. 

Q.  He  orders  it  from  any  company  he  chooses  ?    A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Bain  {Wentworth)  : 
Q.  This  is  all  anthracite  coal  we  are  discussing? 

By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland) : 
Q.  So  I  understand  it.     Each  dealer  buys  withoat   consulting   the   others  ?     A. 
Certainly. 

Q.  There  is  no  joint  action  ?    A.  There  is  no  joint  action, 

Q.  The  invoices  of  each  dealer  are  charged  to  the  company  ?     A.  Tes. 

By  Mr.  Guillet : 
Q   How  do  yoa  contract  for  coal  for  any  organization  ?     A.  It  is   geaerally   by 
tender. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  You  have  a  company  and  this  company  regulated  the   price   at  which   coal 
shall  be  sold  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Is  there  any  penalty  for  anyone  selling  under   that  price  ?     A.  Not  that  I 
know  of. 

Q,  There  is  no  object  ia  selling  it  under  ?    A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Guillet : 
Q.  Do  you  tender  as  a  company  when  supplying  coal  ?     A,  No,  sir;    We  never 
tender  as  a  company. 

Q.  Each  individual  tenders  ?    A.  Yes.    They  may  arrange  among   themselves, 
I  could  not  say. 

By  Mr,  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 
Q.  How  do  they  regulate  the  quantity  of  their  orders   if  each  buys   what   he 
chooses  without  consulting  the  others,  they  might  get  an  overstock  ?    A,  They  mast 
consult  with  regard  to  the  amount  purchased.     Oh  yes,  I  think  so. 


W.  H.  Easton,  sworn. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation?    A.  Coal  dealer. 

Q.  What  is  your  address  ?     A.  Canal  Basin,  Ottawa. 

Q.  You  are  a  dealer  in  coal  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Are  you  in  this  combine  or  corporation  which  has  been  formed  for  the 
regulation  of  matters  of  coal  ?    A.   No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  they  asked  you  at  any  time  to  become  a  member  or  join  in  with  them  ? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  But  you  have  refused  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  It  has  been  stated  by  the  last  wituess,  as  his  opinion,  that  the  result  of  the 
formation  of  this  company  to  regulate  coal  matters,  gave  the  citizens  of  Ottawa 
cheaper  coal.  You  have  knowledge  of  the  fact.  What  is  your  knowledge  ?  A.  It 
gives  them  dearer  coal,  certainly. 

Q.  In  what  way  ?  A.  For  the  simple  reason  that  the  combination  control  the 
market.  Taey  make  these  prices  of  ooal  just  as  they  wish.  If  coal  was  worth  $8 
per  ton  last  year  and  the  daties  taken  ofif  from  last  year,  coal  should  be  selling 
now  87.50.  Tney  have  raised  the  price  to  |8,  and  of  course  being  in  the  ring,  they 
have  the  whole  thing  within  themselves.     They  can  regulate  the  price. 

Q.  A  coal  dealer  in  Toronto  said  the  net  profits  were  not  more  than  25  cents  per 
ton;  what  do  you  think  of  that  statement?  A.  I  think  if  he  added  $1  to  it  he 
would  get  nearer  right.  ' 

Q.  Is  that  25  cents  correct  ?  A.  I  don't  think  it.  I  don't  know  any  man  who 
would  go  into  business  to  the  extent  of  $24,000  or  $25,000  and  only  get  a  profit  of  25 
cents  per  ton  on  it.  j  o        t- 

Q.  Has  this  coal  combination  interfered  with  other   persons  dealing  in  ooal  ? 
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Q.  Have  they  interfered  with  you?    A.    Yes. 

Q.  In  what  way  ?     A.  They  make  me  pay  about  11.75  per  ton  extra  for  coal. 

By  the  Chairman  ; 
Q.  These  invoices  read  the  25th  August — Messrs.  Baston  and  Company  31  tons 
;gross,  35  tons  net,  egg  coal  |5, 10— that  is  for  the  net  ton — $178. 18.  When  was  that  ? 
A.  The  25th  August,  1887. 

Q.  The  25th  August,  1887,  nut  coal  $5.25,  93  tons  of  nut  coal  at  15.25  ?     A. 
That  is  delivered  in  Ottawa  on  oar^. 

Q.  August  the  18th,  1887,  53  tons  of  nut  coal  at  $5.25,  $305. 

By  Mr.  Boyle  : 
Q.  What  kind  of  coal  is  that?     A.  Stove  coal. 

Q.  That  is  dearor  than  egg  ?     A.  Stove  coal  is  dearer.     Chestnut  is  the  same 
price.    Egg  is  20  cents  a  ton  less. 
By  the  Chairman  ; 
Q.  Have  you   any  other  invoice   prices  ?     A.  Yes.     (Hands  invoices  to  Chair- 
man.) 

Q.  November  the  10th,  1887,  Messrs.  Easton  &  Company  bought  of  James 
Swift  22  tons  stove  coal  at  $7.05  delivered  in  Ottawa — How  do  you  account  for  the 
advance  from  $5.25  to  $7.05— that  is  $1.80  per  ton  ? 

Q.  Here  is  November  the  11th,  17  tons  of  nut  coal  at  $7.05.  Here  is  the 
same  price  as  that  stove.  Why  is  this  difference  of  $1.80  ?  A.  We  were  getting  our 
coal  through  Swift  directly  from  the  Delaware  and  Lackawanna  Coal  Company  and 
we  got  the  coal.  This  is  the  wholesale  price,  $5.25  is  the  wholesale  price,  hut  Mr. 
Swilt  had  the  difference  between  the  gross  and  the  net  ton  and  we  were  working  on 
Mr.  Swift's  capital  in  paying  him  the  difference  between  the  gross  and  the  net,  240 
pounds  on  the  ton. 

By  Mr  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 
Q.  Are  all  ihese  prices  for  the  gross  tons? 
The  Chairman — 1  have  qaoted  all  the  net  prices. 

By  Mr    Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 
Q.  There  is  $1.80  difference  between  the  two  net.     Go  on  now?     A.  We  could 
not  get  any  more  coal.     Swift  was  shut  off  from  getting  coal  from  the  Delaware  and 
Lackawanna  Coal  Company,  by  the  action  of  the  coal  ring  in  Ottawa. 
Q.  Who  is  Swift?     A.  A  dealer  in  Kingston. 

By  Mr.  Fisher: 
Q.  You  say  he  was  shut  off  by  the  action  of  the  ring  in  Ottawa  ?    A.   He  could 
not  get  his  coal  from  the  Delaware  and  Lackawanna  Company,  because  we  were  sell- 
ing against  the  coal  ring  in  Ottawa,  but  he  could  get  the  coal  he  required   for  him- 
selt  on  the  understanding  that  he  was  not  getting  it  for  us  in  Ottawa  on  his  order. 
Q.  The  Delaware  aed  Lackawanna  people  told  him  that  ?     A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr,  Bain  (  Weniworth}  : 
Q.  They   refused  to  delivers?     A.  They  refused  to  sell   him  any  coal  that 
would  come  into  Ottawa,  that  is  in  this  district,  against  the  interests  of  the  coal 
business  here. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  You  paid  $1.80  more,  how  does  that  affect  your  business  ?  A.  All  the  money 
I  made  last  fall  and  summer  1  lost  through  this.  During  the  summer  I  delivered  5 
or  6  tons  on  fair  sized  orders  to  keep  them  going,  and  of  course  they  would  not  pay 
me  for  this  coal  unless  I  finished  the  orders.  I  had  taken  these  orders  at  $6.50  and 
had  to  pay  $7.05  for  the  coal ;  the  cartage  was  30  cents  and  the  weighing  6  cents, 
which  brought  the  price  of  my  coal  to  me  up  to  $7,40  per  ton,  and  I  delivered  that 
coal  at  $(i.50.  I  had  to  do  it  to  get  back  my  money  for  the  coal  which  I  had  been 
delivering  through  the  city. 

Q.  What  was  this  ring— I  suppose  we  may  csll  it  a  ring?  What  were  they 
selling  CO  il  for  when  you  were  selling  it  at  $6.50?  A.  They  were  selling  it  at 
•«7  50. 

Q.  You  were  selling  it  at  $6.50?    A.  Yes. 
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Q.  Did  you  make  the  contracls  for  the  season  $6.50  ?  A.  I  made  contracts  with 
different  parties  for  the  delivery  of  40,  50  or  60  tons  at  $6,50,  and  when  I  was  shut 
off  from  getting  this  coal  direct  from  the  mines  I  could  get  no  coal,  and  Swift  sent 
over  10  Oswego  and  brought  over  a  schooner  load  of  500  tons  of  egg,  and  300  or  400 
tons  of  stove  and  chesnut  which  was  landed  at  the  Kingston  dock,  and  it  cost  $2.00 
per  ton  to  carry  that  coal  from  Kingston  to  Ottawa  by  rail  over  the  Kingston  and 
Pembroke  Eailway  and  the  Canadian  Pacific  Eailway. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  WehtwortK)  : 

Q.  You  are  in  the  habit  of  contracting  during  the  summer  for  autumn  deliveries 
in  that  way  ?    A.  Tes. 

Q.  As  matter  ol  fact  that  is  usually  the  case  is  it  not  ?     A.    Yes. 

Q.  How  do  you  eave  yourself.  Are  you  able  to  get  deliveries  in  advanc© 
sufficient  to  enable  you  to  deliver  all  the  coal  during  the  summer,  that  is  your 
summer  orders  ?  A.  If  they  hadn't  shut  off  the  supply  I  could  have  filled  these 
orders  at  $6.50  per  ton. 

Q.  Swift  would  have  delivered  to  you  through  November  notwithstanding  the 
rise  of  price  at  the  mines  ?  A.  It  was  simply  this.  If  Swift  could  get  the  coal 
from  the  mines  of  courpe  I  could  have  delivered  it. 

Q.  I  am  only  asking  as  to  the  economy  of  the  business.  I  understood  from 
the  other  coal  dealers  that  it  was  usual  for  the  companies  on  the  American  side  to 
put  up  the  coal  about  the  1st  November,  and  refuse  to  contract  except  from  month 
to  month,  for  each  month's  delivery  ?  A.  They  generally  raise  the  price  from  10 
cents  to  25  cents  per  ton,  and  if  you  contract,  for  300  or  400  tons  of  coal  to  be 
delivered  at  once  you  can  get  it. 

Q.  If  they  do  advance   25  cents  you  can  still  stand  it?     A.  Yes;   the   different 
dealers  try  to  get  all   the   orders   they  can    during  the  summer;    if  I  could  get  an 
order  and  make  25  cents  per  ton  we  would  take  the  orders. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  You  heard  Larmonth's  statement,  that  coal  was  sold  cheaper  in  Ottawa 
because  of  this  combination,  what  do  you  think  of  that  statement  ?  A.  I  cannot 
see  it, 

Q.  The  combination  prevented  you  from  eelling  and  being  able  to  sell  at  $6.50 
per  ton?    A.    Yes. 

Q.  They  sold  at  $7.50,  advancing  the  price  $1.00  is  it?     A.  Yes. 
By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  I  have  a  statement  here  :  Columbus  and  Hocking  Coal  and  Iron  Company, 
Miners  of  Straitsville,  Monday  Creek  and  Hocking  Coal ; 

CoLUMBA,  Ohio,  Ist  January,  1888. 
W.  H.  Easton,  Ottawa  Ont. 

Dear  Sir,— For  the  present  the   following  will  be  our  price  for  coal  per  ton  of 
2,000  pounds  delivered  on  cars  at  mines  $4.50.    Freight  from  mines  payable  by  con- 
signee $l.;-a.     Total  $5.80. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 
Q.  What  year  was  that  ? 
The  Chaibman.— 1st  of  January,  18E8. 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  This  is  soit  coal,  is  it  ?     A .  American  soft  coal  for  open  grates. 
<4-  What  was  the  price  in  Ottawa  on  that  date  ?    A.  $8.50  per  ton. 
_  Q.  And  the  price  delivered  here  was  $5.80  ?     A.  And  60  cents  added  to  that  for 
duties. 

Q.  That  would  make  it  $6.40,  and  there  would  still  be  $2.10  per  ton  profit. 
Mr.  Fisher.— That  would  still  be  a  gross  profit  of  $2.10. 
«1  „ ?-^®  ^^^^^'^^''•""T^^r®  '8  *il8o  46  cents  expenses  for  cartage  which  would  leave 


Witness.— Our  cartage  is  30  cents. 
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By  Mr:  Fisher  : 
Q.  Is  that  the  cartage  from  the  yard  and  to  the  consumer?    A.  Where  we  can 
we  deliver  all  the  coal  from  the  cars  to  the  consumer,  and  get  it  delivered  at  30  cents 
per  ton. 

Q.  If  you  put  it  into  the  yard  and  then  deliver  it?     A.  It  would  cost  60  cents, 
30  cents  putting  it  into  the  yard  and  30  for  taking  it  out. 

Q.  Do  you  deliver  most  of  it  from  the  cars?  A.  We  ^generally  deliver  right 
from  the  cars  to  the  consumer. 
By  Mr.  Gillmor  : 
Q.  Do  the  company  do  the  same,  do  they  deliver  from  the  cars  to  the  consumer  ? 
A.  Yes  as  much  as  they  can,  of  course;  if  there  is  a  big  rush  in,  they  generally  dump 
their  coal  to  keep  the  cars  clear.  Of  course,  along  the  summer,  when  orders  are  not 
rushing,  they  put  the  coal  in  sheds  where  they  hold  it  over  for  the  winter. 

Q.  They  estimate  their  cost  of  carting  at  46  cents,  you  say  it  is  30  cents  ?    A. 
We  put  in,  nearly,  1,500  or  2,000  tons. 
By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland^  : 
Q.  30  cents  if  you  deliver  it  direct  from  the  cars?    A.  Yes. 
Q.   If  you  put  it  in  the  yard   and  deliver  it  to   consumers  it  is  about  60   cents  ? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  would  J ou  consider  an  average?    A.    Well,  you  pay  30  cents  carting 
it  to  the  yard  and  tO  cents  out  again,  that  is  60  cents. 

Q.  I  mean  taking  the  whole  delivery  of  the^coal^for  the  year,  some  from  the  cars 
and  some  from  the  yard.     What  would    the  whole  delivery   average  per  ton  ?    Mr. 
Larmonth  said  it  cost  them  about  46  cents  all  the   year  round,  per  ton,  on  the   aver- 
age, taking  what  was  delivered  direct   and  what  was  yarded.     Would  that  be   a  fair 
average  between  80  cents  and  60  cents  ?     A.   Yes.     When  you  come  to  figure  it  iip 
— putting  it  into  the   sheds.     Of  course  there   is  a  great  deal  of  this  coal  comes   in 
during  the  summer  by  navigation,  and  it   costs  10  cents  per   ton  to  take  it  off  the 
barges  and  put  it  into  the  sheds,  that  is  jast  carrying  it  off'  and  damping  it. 
By  Mr.  McKay  : 
Q.  You  lost  some  money  by  filling  the  orders  you  took  at  $6.50  per  ton  ?  A.  Yes. 
Q.  You  took  these  orders  before  the  coal  had   advanced  in  price?    A.  We  took 
the  orders  along  from  August  to  September. 

Q.  You  took  them  at  86.50  per  ton  ?    A.    Yes. 

Q.  Did  the  other  dealers  charge  the  same  price  ?   A.  Yes,  the  same  price.  They 
were  selling  at  $6.50  at  the  time  I  took  these  orders. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  Last  summer  ?     A.   Yes. 

By  Mr.  McKay  : 
Q.  How  much  did  coal  advance  after  that?     A.  It  advanced  in  the  fall. 
Q.   That  is  the  time  you  filled  your  orders "?     A.  I  was  fillicg  orders  in  August 
and  September. 

Q.  Several  other  dealers  were  in  the  same  position  ?  A.  Just  in  the  same  position. 
The  Chairman.— That  is  not  the  statement  Mr.  Baston  made.  He  said  that 
they  got  the  price  advanced  on  him.  Mr.  Swift  of  Kingston  was  supplying  him  at 
$5.10  and  $5.25  per  ton,  at  that  time,  when  these  men  interfered  and  prevented  Mr. 
Swift  from  supplying  him  at  the  price  he  might  have  supplied  him  and  the  price 
was  advanced  $1.80  per  ton. 

By  Mr.  McKay  {Hamilion)  :  o        n  i 

Q.  Yes ;  but  would  not  the  prices  have  advanced  to  Mr.  Swift  later  on  ?   A.  Only 
20  cents,  but  he  was  shut  out  from  giving  it  to  me. 
By  Mr.  Boyle: 
Q.  20  cents  only  was  the  advance  ?    A.    Yes. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  20  cents  on  Swift  and  $1.80  on  Baston  ?     A.    Yes. 

By  Mr. -Landry :  „      »r    ci    -r..  *  u 

Q.  To  whom  had  it  only  advanced  20    cents?     A.    Mr.    Swift.     Mr.  Swift  told. 

me  personally  he  could  not  get  the  coal. 
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<i.  That  may  be  proper  evidonce  to  come  before  the  Committee,  but  I  think  we 
ought  to  have  Mr.  Swift  here  to  know  the  reasons'.  Have  you  any  evidence  that 
this  company,  here  in  Ottawa,  have  manipulated  this  matter  in  order  to  get  the 
price  raised  to  you  ?     A.   They  have  told  me  themselves  distinctly. 

Q,  Who  was  it  told  you  this  ?    A.  Mr.  Eay. 

Q.  That  is  one  belonging  to  the  company  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  they  had  an  arrangement.  What  did  he  tell  you  ?  A.  Mr.  Eay  and 
Mr.  Butterworth  both  told  me  distinctly,  that  they  were  perfectly  justified  in  having 
me  shut  out  of  bringing  coal  into  O  ttawa  against  them,  when  they  were  getting  their 
coal  from  the  Delaware  and  Lackawanna  Company,  and  that  I  was  getting  coal  in 
when  they  could  not  get  coal.  Of  course  they  use  ten  times  the  amount  of  coal  I 
handle,  but  I  had  coal  under  contract  herew  hen  they  would  be  out  of  coal ;  they  object 
to  this,  and,  of  coarse,  used  all  the  influence  they  had. 

Q.  What  did  they  tell  you  ?  A.  They  told  me  just  what  I  am  saying,  that  they 
were  perfectly  justified  in  shutting  us  out  from  getting  coal  from  the  Delaware  and 
Lackawanna  Coal  Company  to  work  against  them. 

Q,  Did  they  tell  you  how  they  managed?  A.  I  know  they  managed  through 
the  Delaware  and  Lackawanna  Coal  Company. 

Q.   How  do  you  know  that  ?    A.  Swift  gave  me  to  understand  so. 
By  Mr  Gillmor  : 

Q.  Tou  could  not  get  your  coal  ?  A.  No.  He  sent  over  and  brought  over 
coal  by  schooner. 

By  Mr.  Landry  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  this  company  here  in  Ottawa  were  getting  their  coal  at 
$1.80  less  than  they  were  willing  to  give  it  to  you?  A.  Yes,  I  know  that  they  can 
deliver  coal  here  just  as  cheap  as  in  Kingston. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  they  were,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  delivering  this  coal  here  at 
41.80  less  than  they  offered  to  deliver  it  to  Swift?  A.  Yes.  I  am  certain  that  that 
coal  was  delivered  by  the  Delaware  and  Lackawanna  Company  at  that  time,  and  it 
would  not  stand  over  85.05  net,  delivered  here. 

Q.  You  are  aware  that  they  delivered  it  at  Kingston  for  that  amount,  but  have 
you  any  knowledge  that  they  delivered  it  here  for  that  amount?  A.  No,  sir,  I  cannot 
tell  that. 

Q.  You  surmised  they  did  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  surmised  if  it  cost  you  that  in  Kingston,  you  surmised  that    they   paid 
that  there?     A.  He  got  his  coal  from  Oswego.     Swift  got  his  coal  from  Oswego  and 
brought  it  by  cargoes  to  Kingston. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Weniworth)  : 

Q.  How  much  advance  did  that  cost  you  to  bring  it  here  by  rail?  A.  $2.00 
per  ton. 

By  Mr.  Landry  : 

Q.  That  wasn't  from  the  same  company  that  you  were  in  the  habit  of  getting 
it  from?  A.  It  was  the  Cook  Company  of  Oiwego.  I  know  that  he  is  the  agent 
for  the  Delaware  and  Lackawanna  Company. 

t^.  He  could  not  get  it  from  that  company  only  at  the-advanoed  rate  ?  A.  Swift 
is  a  heavy  dealer.  He  can  get  it  at  the  same  rate  as  they  can  get  it  here.  When 
he  could  not  get  this  coal  for  me  he  brought  this  from  Oswego  to  help  me  up. 

Q    That  made  it  more  expensive  to  you  on  account  of  freights?     A.  The  freight 
from  Kicgsion  here  was  extra.     He  told  me  he  could   deliver   it  jast   as   cheap   at 
Ottawa  as  he  could  to  parties  at  Kingston. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q    Because  the  transporting  from  the  mines  to  Kingston  would  be  no  more  than 
from  the  mines  to  Ottawa?     A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Landry  : 

Q.  Did  you  hear  the  evidence  given  to  the  effect  that  they  were  selling  to  other 
people  at  not  less  than  they  sold  to  themselves.  Here  we  have  one  witness  who  says 
they  have  no  arrangement.  I  understood  him  to  say  that  they  had  no  arrangements 
to  prevent  people  from  selling  at  what  price  they  likel  to  anybody  else  ?— 
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The  Chairman. — This  meant  the  people  that  this  ring,  here,  sold  to. 
Mr.  Landry. — The  people  from   whom   they   buy   had   no   arrangements  that 
they  should  not  sell  to  anybody  else. 

The  Chairman. — He  is  positive  in  his  evidence  that  he    received    coal  at   these 
prices  until  they  raised  it. 
By  Mr.  Landry  : 
Q.  Have  you  any  positive  evidence  that  it  was  not  raised  on  these  people   here 
heyond  20  cents  per  ton  ?     A,  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Did  you  yourself  apply  directly  to  this  company  to  buy  from  them  and   ask 
what  they  would  sell  to  you  for  ?     A.  I  have,  before  I  negotiated  with  Swift. 
Q.  How  did  you  find  it  ?     A.  I  could  not  do  any  dealings  with  them. 
Q.  Does  Mr.  Swift  belong  .to  this  company  here?    A.  No,  sir,  ho   is  a  heavy 
dealer. 

Q.  Was  it  before  the  formation  of  this  company  or  since?    A.  Yes,  since. 
Q.  Then  haven't  you  the  same  reasons  to  surmise   that   Mr.   Swift   has   also  an 
understanding  with  this  company  that  he  shall  not  sell  to  small  dealers  ?     A.  No,  or 
he  would  not  have  sent  so  much  coal. 

Q.  You  told  him  they  would  not  supply  you  ?     A.  They  would  not  supply  me. 
Swift  could  buy  from  ttie  Delaware  and  Lackawanna  Company. 

Q.  Didn't  you  surmise  that  they    would  not  supply   smaller   dealers,  but   that 
they  must  do  it  through  him  ?    Was  there  not  an  understanding.    Can  you  not  easily 
surmise  from  that,  that   Swift  had   an   understanding   that  they   would  not  sell  to 
smaller  dealers  ?     Wasn't  he  making  a  profit  on  you  ?     A.  Certainly. 
Q.  You  could  not  get  a  contract  from  the  company  ?    A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (WentwortK)  : 
Q.  Why  did  the  company  refuse  you?  A.  Of  course  the  only  way  I  can  tell 
you  is  this,  that  the  Delaware  and  Lackawanna  Company  was  selling  coal  to  dealers, 
and  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  Company  didn't  wish  to  sell  outside  in  Ottawa.  They 
won't  sell  to  a  small  dealer,  I  have  tried  the  Hudson  Canal  Company  and  mostly  all 
the  companies,  and  they  would  not  sell,  because  I  didn't  belong  to  the  combination  in 
Ottawa . 

By  Mr  Landry  : 
Q.  Did  they  write  you?    A.   Warren,  of  Ogdensburg,  told  me  he  could  not  sell 
me  a  pound  of  coal,  because,  if  he  did,  the   coal  dealers  in    Ottawa  would   not  buy 
from  him.    I  could  not  get  coal  that  way  and  I  had  to  buy  it  from  Mr.  Swift. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  You  tried  these  agents  of  the  various   companies  ?      A.  To  give  you  an  idea 
of  it,  McCullough,  when  I  was  paying  $5.25  per  net  ton,  was   paying   $5.25  per  ton 
gross— that  was  his  profit. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  Swift  has  been  in  the  habit  of  supplying  you  with  coal  up  to  a   certain  time, 
and  then  he  could  not  longer  supply  you  with  coal  at  the  same  price.     Did  he   give 
you  any  reason  ?     A.  He  told  me  he  could  not  get  the  coal  from  the  Delaware  and 
Lackawanna  Coal  Company. 

Q.  They  would  deliver  it  to  him  at  Kingston,  but  they  would  not  deliver  to  you 
at  Ottawa?     A.  That  is  what  I  understand. 

Q.  Then  you  have  to  buy  your  coal  through  Mr.  Swift  delivered  at  Kingston, 
and  you  had  to  bring  it  here.  They  would  deliver  it  to  him  at  Kingston  to  do  what 
ho  liked  with  it  ?     A.   He  bought  it  at  Oswego. 

Q.  They  would  not  sell  it  to  him   at   Kingston,  to   sell   toyou?     A.  Yes.     He 
could  not  get  it  for  me.     He  could  send  to  Oswego  and  get  all  he  wanted. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  WentwortK)  : 
Q.  That  means,  it  costs  you  about  $2  per   ton  more  ?    A.  Yes. 

By  Mr,  Landry:  ,^.1-1^1 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  that  he  could  get  all  he  wanted  and  do  what  he  liKea 

■with  it  ?    A.  Yes,  at  Kingston. 
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Q.  Do  you  know  whether  at  Kingston,  the  same  company  would  sell  to  the 
small  buyoi  the  same  as  they  sold  to  Mr.  Ssvift,  then  delivering  it  at  Kirgston  ? 
A.  I  canriot  say  that. 

Q.  Haven't yoa  got  reasons  to  believe  that  they  would  not?  A.  I  don't  know 
how  many  dealers  there  are  there. 

Q.  You  are  not  aware  that  there  is  any  ring  in  Kingston  ?  A.  They  are  selling 
coal  there  for  86  per  ton  when  we  are  selling  coal  hfre  at  $6.50  and  $7  per 
ton.     They  would  keep  it  at  that  price,  but  here  they  would  raise   it  each    month. 

Q.  Previous  to  the  formation  of  this  company,  bore,  were  you  in  the  business  ? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Your  profits  were  then  better  than  they  have  been   on  coal  since?    A.  Yes. 
By  Mr  Fisher  ; 

Q.  At  that  time  you  got  your  coal  at  the  same  price  aa    any  other  dealer  here  ? 
A.  I  used  to  get  coal  from  other  parties.     We  would   run    boats  from  Kingston  and 
we  would  load  lumber  here  for  Kingston  and  return  the  barges  with  coal. 
By  Mr.  Landry : 

Q.  How  did  yoa  get  your  coal  before  the  formation  of  this  company  ?  Did  you 
get  it  from  these  large  companies?     A.  No,  sir,  I  got  it  from  tr.  W.  MoCallough. 

Q.  Would  he  not  make  profits  ?     A.  Yes,  I  suppose. 

Q.  You  got  it  from  hira  at  that  time  ?     A.   Yes. 

Q.  Did  he  refuse  to  sell  you  coal  now?  A.  I  wish  to  buy  coal,  and  they  would 
not  sell  me  unless  I  got  all  my  coal  from  him. 

Q .  Previous  to  the  combination  you  could  get  coal  just  as  you  wanted  it  ? 

By  Mr.  Boyle : 

Q.  You  say  you  were  asked  to  join  this  Coal  Cartage  Company  ?  A.  The  Cartage 
Company  and  the  coal  dealers  I  considered  all  one. 

Q.  You  were  awked  to  join  that  association  ?     A,  Yes. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  asked  to  join  this  Coal  Cartage  Company?  A.  I  don't  know, 
it  is  only  that  McCallough  asked  me  to  come  in  and  sell  the  coal  at  the  same  price 
and  keep  up  prices. 

Q.  When  was  this  ?     A.  Last  summer, 

Q.  What  inducements  did  he  hold  to  you  ?  A.  He  didn't  hold  out  any  induce- 
ments. 

Q.  Did  he  represent  to  you  that  it  would  be  to  your  advantage?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  lu  what  way?  A.  We  would  keep  the  price  at  86.50.  At  the  time  that 
they  were  selling  it,  we  found  out  that  they  were  selling  it  to  parties  under  that 
price.  For  instance,  gentlemen  like  J.  R.  Booth  and  E.  B.  Eddy  would  buy  100  or 
200  tons  of  coal  from  coal  dealers  and  they  would  get  it  at  less  than  if  they  only 
bought  10  tons.  Iknewthatif  I  went  into  the  arrangement,  I  would  not  have  a 
chance  of  selling  much  coal. 

Q.  Did  McOullough  represent  to  you  that  in  the  event  of  your  joining  the  ring 
or  association  that  you  would  be  able  to  buy  coal  any  cheaper  and  on  any  better 
terms  than  if  you  were  an  outsider  ?     A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Generally,  in  your  own  business,  did  you  do  the  same  thing,  give  a  little  bet- 
ter rates  to  those  who  bought  heavily  ?    A.  I  did. 
By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  You  considered  that  it  would  not  be  to  your   interests   to   join   in   with    this 
combination?    A.  No. 
By  Mr.  Boyle : 

Q.  Tney  could  not  offer  you  any  inducements  ?     A.  No. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  think  you  would  not  be  able  to  sell  as  much  coal  at  their  prices?     A;  No. 

Q.  They  would  have  it  all  to  themselves  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 

Q.  What  time  did  you  say  this  combination  commenced  ?    A.  I  cannot  tell  you. 

The  Chairman.— Mr.  Larmonth  tolls  us  the  Ist  of  July,  1886. 
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By  Mr.   Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 
Q.  When  did  tho  orLjiinizaiion  tirsi  prevent  you  from  bnyin^r   coal?     A.  I   can- 
not tell  you  that ;  all  I  know  is  the  time  Mr.  Ssvift  notified  me. 
Q.   When  did  Mr.  Swift  notify  you? 
Mr,  B\iN  — U-'s  first  invoice  is  tbe  lOth  of  November  last. 

By  Mr    Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 
Q    Was  ihat  the  tirst  time  you  were  notified   by  Swift  that   you   could   not   get 
any  more  coal  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  November  last— 1887  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  don't  know  when  this  company  was  formed?     A,   No,  I  do  not. 

By  Mr.  Casgrain : 
Q.  Are  there  auy  other  coal  dealers  in  the  same  position  as  you  in  Ottawa  ?     A. 
There  is  another  coal  dealer  here,  Mr.  Harris.     He  gets  his  coal  from  the  Delaware 
and  Hudson. 

Q.  Any  other  coal  dealers  besides  that,  not  belonging  to  the  combination?     A. 
No,  sir,  there  are  only  two  of  ns  out  of  it. 
By  Mr.  McKay  : 
Q.  You  say  Harris  gets  his  coal  from  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  ?     A.   Yes. 
Q.  He  is  not  in  this  combination  ?  A.  He  could  not  buy  from  the  Delaware  and 
Lackawanna, 

Q.  Can't  you  buy  from  the  Delaware  &  Hudson,  the  same  as  Harris?  A.  No, 
for  the  simple  reason  that  Harris  has  inflaence  in  the  United  States,  where  tbe  com- 
bination are  not  able  to  bhut  him  out. 

Q  Did  you  get  circulars  from  the  different  coal  companies  on  the  other  side 
with  prices  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Have  you  any  here?     A,  No,  I  haven't  any  here. 

Q.  Have  you  any  circulars  giving  the  prices  of  hard  coal  ?     A.  No,  I  haven't. 

Q.  Did  you  get  ihem?     A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Fisher: 
Q.  You  have  no  means  of  buying  direct  from  the  coal  companies  in  the  States  ? 

A,  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Weniworth)  : 
Q.  How  does  this  coal  company  tender  ?     A.  As  individuals. 
Q.  They  tender  as  individuals  ?     A.  Yes. 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  Have  you  tendered  for  any  public  tender  for  coal  at  lower  price   than   the 

combination  ?     A.  No,  I  did  not  tender. 


Peter  Labmonth  recalled. 

By  Mr.  Guillet :  .  ,   .  ^  -j  -^i. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  correspondence  with  companies  supplying  outsiders  with 

■coal?    A.  Not  one  word. 

Q.  You  don't  know  if  such  correspondence  has  passed  ?    A.  JNo. 

Q,  You  haven't  heard  about  it  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  You  haven't  discussed  the  matter  ?     A.  No, 

By  Mr.  Bain  ( Weniworth') :  ,     , .         .      .    .^i. 

Q.  You  don't  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Board  or  report  the  discussion  in  these 

matters  ?    A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Guillet :  ,         ,  -x.      i        *  <- 

Q    As  a  matter  of  fact  do  you  know  whether  parties  have  been  written  to  not  to 
supply  coal  to  outsiders?     A.  No,  I  don't  know  anything  about  it  at  all. 

Q.  They  keep  their  own   private  minutes  ?     A.   I   thmk   so,   I  don  t   know  of 

course  t^^*  *j7^^'*°^;t^^,„ts  made  to  the   effect  that  efforts  have  been  made  on  the 
part  of  the  company  to  prevent  coal  being  sold  to  outsiders  ?     A.  1  never  heard  of  it. 
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Geoege  p.  Thompson,  of  Ottawa,  coal  dealer,  sworn. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Are  you  a  member  of  this  incorporated  company  in  Ottawa  ?  A.  No ;  lam  not. 

Q.  Do  you  do  business  with  them  in  some  way  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Will  you  explain  the  nature  of  your  arrangement  with  them  ?  A.  Well,  I 
am  connected  with  the  Cartage  Company  to  a  certain  extent.  I  have  an  interest 
with  them  in  the  profits  of  the  coal  during  the  season .  I  get  a  certain  share  accord- 
ing to  my  tonnage.  That  is  fixed  from  year  to  year.  I  get  a  certain  proportion  of 
the  profits. 

Q.  Of  the  company  ?    A.  Ye-s. 

Q.  You  are  not  in  the  company  but  you  are  in  somewhat  the  same  position  as 
Mr.  Glemow  ?     A.  Yes,  Mr.  Clemow,  Mr.  Brown  and  myself  are  on  the  same  footing. 

Q.  Did  you  appiy  to  members  of  the  company  ?     A.    No. 

Q.    Do  you  wish  to  become  a  member  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  You  buy  coal  your  sell  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  where  does  the  coal  go  when  it  arrives  here  in  cars  ?  A.  For  mutual 
convenietce  of  the  dealers,  it  is  pnt  in  the  name  of  the  Ottawa  Cartage  Company; 

Q.   You  hand  it  over  ?     A.   Yes. 

Q.  And  your  invoices  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  pays  them  ?     A.  The  cartage  company  pays  the  money. 
By  Mr.  Quillet  : 

Q.  Were  yon  in  the  business  at  the  time  this  Cartage  Company  was  formed  ? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  They  did  not  ask  you  to  join  that  Cartage  Association  ?     A.  No. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  They  deliver  your  coal  ?    A.  Yes,  they  deliver  the  coaL 

Q.  Yon  do  not  keep  any  horses  and  carts,  then  ?  A.  No.  I  did  up  to  this  year, 
but  1  thought  it  would  be  a  convenience  to  have  the  Cartage  Company  do  it  this 
year,  and  one  reason  was,  that  the  Cartage  Company  handle  the  coal  for  all  the 
dealers.  I  buy  from  one  firm,  and  diiferent  dealers  buy  from  different  firms.  If  I 
gave  them  an  order  to  deliver  coal  to  one  of  my  customers,  perhaps  they  might  find 
that  my  cars  would  not  be  in  a  good  position  amongst  the  150  or  200  cars  at  the 
station,  or  I  might  have  coal  at  the  other  station,  when  my  customer  was  quite  close 
to  this  one,  so  they  take  it  from  the  car  which  is  the  most  convenient.  This  is  why 
we  give  the  whole  of  the  coal  to  the  Cartage  Company. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  you  do  not  know  where  your  coal  goes  when  it  is  un- 
loaded, if  it  does  not  go  direct  to  the  consumer  ?  A.  They  make  use  of  our  shed 
room. 

Q.  Whichever  may  be  most  convenient  ?  A.  Yes.  Up  to  the  time  the  Cartage 
Company  started,  we  each  bad  to  have  weigh  masters  at  four  different  places,  at  the 
St.  Lawrence  and  Ottawa,  the  Canadian  Pacific,  the  Canada  Atlantic  station  and  the 
Canadian  Pacific  station  at  the  Chandiere — at  these  four  points.  Under  the  present 
arrangement  it  is  very  convenient  to  have  all  our  coal  at  the  different  cars  or  sheds, 
whichever  is  most  convenient  to  the  customers. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  You  did  not  fall  in  with  the  arrangement  at  first  ?  A.  Yes  ;  instead  of  six 
or  seven  dealers  keeping  four  weigh  masters  each  and  these  men  crowding  up  the 
little  offices,  we  now  save  the  wages, 

Q.  You  did  not  go  in  at  first  ?     A.  Not  last  year. 

Q.  Was  it  not  organized  for  last  year  ?  A.  It  was  organized  in  July,  1886,  I 
think. 

Q.  You  did  not  go  in  then  ?     A.  I  went  in  last  year,  1st  July,  1887. 

Q.  Did  you  find  any  difficulty  in  getting  coal  up  to  that  time  ?  A,  There  was 
some  difficulty,  but  that  was  only  for  a  few  days. 

Q.  What  was  the  difficulty  ?  A.  The  difficulty  was  not  with  the  cartage  at  that 
time,  but  with  the  different  dealers  -who  did  what  they  could  at  the  time  to  prevent 
me  from  buying  coal. 
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Q.  But  did  not  succeed  ?    A.  No. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  That  didn't  succeed  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  I  want  to  understand  about  this  having  to  have  a  weigh  master  at  each  of 
these  four  places.  What  is  the  necessity  for  you  having  a  man  there  all  the  time  ? 
A.  Well,  during  the  busy  season  we  have  coal  arriving  at  each  station,  and  we  deliver 
it  after  weighing  to  our  customers.  We  have  so  many  cars  arriving  at  each  station 
and  we  have  to  have  a  man  there  at  all  times  ready  to  deliver  coal,  sending  the  cai'ts 
to  the  different  stationsi 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 
Q.  Are  these  not  city  weigh  scales  ?  A.  Yes.  The  city  weigh  scales  could  not 
do  the  work.  Sometimes  we  have  from  50  to  85  horses  going,  and  the  city  weigh 
master  could  not  make  out  the  tickets,  fill  in  the  weights  and  get  the  horses  off  in 
time. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  you  weigh  the  coal  yourselves  thon,  and  make  out  your 
own  certificates  ?  A.  We  do  it  to  a  certain  extent.  The  Cai  tage  Company's  man 
fills  out  the  tickets  and  the  weigh  master  fills  in  the  amount,  initials  the  ticket  and 
stamps  it.     There  are  three  tickets  to  be  made  out. 

Q.  You  have  blank  forms,  blank  printed  forms,  you  have  to  fill  in  the  dates,  the 
consumer's  name  and  the  quantity  of  coal  to  be  sent,  that  is  not  very  difficult  ?  A. 
The  other  two  have  to  fill  out  the  same  way,  and  it  is  left  blank  for  the  city  weigh 
master  to  fill  in  his  2,000  pounds. 

Q.  Is  that  all  he  has  to  do?  A,  Yes.  Where  he  has  to  keep  60  horses  going 
in  a  day,  that  means  350  loads  per  day,  and  that  means  that  he  has  to  be  very  quick 
about  it.  We  have  to  pay  5  cents  per  ton  for  that  weighing,  we  would  only  be  too- 
glad  if  they  could  get  the  men  to  do  it, 

Q,  It  is  the  city's  duty  to  provide  a   clerk   if  necessary  to  give  that  assistance. 
It  does  not  seem  reasonable  that  a  eoal  dealer  should  have  a  clerk  there  to  represent 
him  ?    A .  The  Cartage  Company  have  one  clerk  to  represent   us,  and  we  save  the 
wages  of  about  30  men. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  This  one  clerk  is  able  to  do  all  this  work  ?     A.  Yes. 
Q.  If  he  is  able  to  do  it  I  don't  see  why  the  ordinary  weigh  master  cannot  do  it  ? 

By  Mr.  Guillet  : 
Q.  The  tickets  can  be  made  out  as  fast  as  the  weighing  of  the  coal  can  be  done, 
and  as  the  coal  had  to  be  weighed,  it  is  simply  a  matter  then  of  entering  it  on  the 
ticket  ?    A.  We  had  to  send  a  list  down  in  the  morning,  of  the  names  of  parties  who 
have  got  coal.     They  had  to  make  out  these  tickets  as  they  are  required,  and  just  as 
you  were  saying  it  takes  two  men  all  their  time — it  takes  the  Cartage  Company's 
men  and  the  city  weigh  master  to  make  out  these  tickets  and  fill  in  the  weights. 
By  the  Chairman  ; 
Q.  What  security  has  the  city  that  the  consumer  has  his  right  weight  ?    A.   He 
has  the  weight  put  in  by  the  city  weigh  master  and  initialed  and  stamped  with  the 
city  stamp  by  him. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  Does  he  do  the  weighing   and   another    man  do  the  stamping?     A.  He  does 
the  weighing  and  stamping  too. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  And  the  entering  of  the  weight  ?     A.   And  the  entering  of  the  weight. 

By  Mr.  Boyle  : 
Q.  Are  there  any  other  coal  dealers  in  the  city  of  the  same  class  ?    A.  Yes,  sir, 
Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Clemow  and  myself. 

Q.  Your  remuneration  consists  of  commission  on  the  amount  of  coal  represented 
by  orders,  that  you  furnish  this  Coal  Cartage  Company  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Have  you  aay  objection  to  stating  what  the  amount  of  that  commission  is  ? 
A.  It  is  one-eighth  of  the  total  sales. 

3-13 
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Q.   One-eighth   of  your  total   sales?     A.  One-eighth  of  the   total   sales  of  the 
entire  company,  and  the  coal  dealers  in  the  city. 
By  Mr.  Fisher : 

Q.  You  take  one-eighth  of  the  profits  as  your  share?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Where  do  the  other  profits  go  to  ?  A.  The  other  profits  are  divided 
amongst  the  other  dealers. 

Q.  Your  share  is  one-eighth  ?    A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Boyle ; 

Q.  Is  Clemow's  one-eighth  ?     A.  I  don't  know.     I  saw  by  yesterday  s  evidence 
that  it  was  onr-eip'hth.     I  did'nt  know  it. 
B\i  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  Who  arranges  the  proportions?  A.  This  is  supposed  to  be  a  mutual  ar- 
rangement.    We  all  make  the  best  arrangement  we  can. 

Q.  The  Cartage  Company  acts  as  one  individual?     A.  Yes.     If  three  of  us  get 
three-eighths,  they  would  divide  the  other;five-eighth8  amongst  themselves  according 
to  their  own  arrangement,  of  which  I  know  nothing. 
By  Mr.  Boyle : 

Q.  You   find   that  a  profitable  arrangement  for  yourself?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  It  was  better  than  it  was  before  ?  A,  Yes,  we  saved  the  wages  of  three  or 
four  men.     And  the  cartage  is  done  cheaper, 

Q.  There  is  no  cutting  in  prices  under  the  present  arrangement  ?  A.  No,  sir, 
there  is  none. 

Q.  I  suppose  that  is  the  greatest  saving  of  all  ?  A.  Well,  yes,  under  the  old 
system,  before  I  was  in  the  business,  I  believe  cutting  went  on  to  such  an  extent 
that  the  dealers  would  not  make  $1.00  during  the  year. 

Q.  You  had  been  in  business  some  time  before  this  arrangement  was  made  ?    A. 
Well,  only  two  years.     This  last  year  was  my  third  year. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  Then  you  had  difficulty  at  one  time  with  a  party  on  the  American  side  who 
supplied  you  with  coal.  Was  that  difficulty  over  on  your  becoming  a  party  to  this 
arrangement  or  was  it  got  over  before  that  ?  A.  It  was  got  over  before  that.  Some 
of  the  companies  already  supplying  their  agents  here  did  not  care  about  starting 
other  agents  in  opposition  to  them,  but  I  bought  my  coal  from  another  dealer,  Mr, 
Hall,  of  Ogdensburg. 

Q.  That  is  when  you  were  starting  first  ?     A.  Yes,  I  buy  from  them  yet. 

Q.  Sabsequently,  you  had  a  little  difficulty  which  you  said  you  arranged  with  the 
Cartage  Company  here  ?  A.  When  I  started  there  wasn't  any  Cartage  Company, 
three  years  ago. 

Q.  When  they  started  I  think  you  said  you  had  a  misunderstanding  ?  A,  No, 
sir,  I  made  arrangements  with  them  to  keep  the  prices  up. 

Q.  Well,  do  you  know  as  a  matter  of  fact,  whether  Mr.  Hall  would  sell  to  any- 
one here  doing  business,  whether  he  was  a  member  of  that  association  or  not  ?  A. 
Oh,  yes. 

Q,  Was  he  supplied  with  a  list  of  names  ?  A.  No,  sir,  there  was  nothing  of 
that  kind.  Any  person  who  wishes  to  go  into  the  coal  business  here,  in  a  legitimate 
way,  can  do  so,  that  is,  if  he  has  the  horses  and  carts  and  sufficient  capital,  there  is 
no  difficulty. 

Q.  Hall  would  supply  anyone  without  their  being  a  member  of  this  association 
or  in  accord  with  them  ?  A.  Yes.  I  don't  know  about  being  in  accord  with  them. 
I  think  it  would  be  very  difficult  for  anyone  to  start  in  the  business  here  and  cut 
prices  in  coal.     I  think  the  coal  companies  in  that  case  would  not  send  in  coal. 

Q.  Yes,  and  then  they  would  require  from  him,  a  new  party  going  into  the 
business,  that  he  would  sell  at  the  same  prices  as  the  company  ?  A.  Yes,  at  the 
same  prices  the  company  maintained.  The  companies  on  the  other  side  thought  if 
they  had  certain  agents  here  selling  coal,  and  other  men  start  and  take  their  coal 
and  they  undersell  in  price,  and  other  dealers  will  cut,  the  result  will  be  that  no 
moEcy  will  be  made  by  anybody  and  the  American    companies  will  suffer.    They 
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sell  for  cash  sometimee  and  there  is  30  days.  Sometimes  we  owe  over  $20,000  or 
$30,000  at  a  time,  and  a  competition  goes  on,  some  of  the  dealers  will  fail  and  they 
•mil  lose  money.  ' 

By  Mr.  Guillet: 

^■^'^'^'^'^yo^^^O'^'^     A.  They  have  expressed  themselves  so  to  me.     That  is 
the  different  agents  who  have  been  here  to  sell  coal.  That  is  the  view  they  took  of  it 
By  Mr.  Bain  (Wentworth)  .- 

Q.  They  come  over  occasionally  to  see  how  business  is  run  ?  A.  They  come 
over  to  make  sales.     They  don't  take  any  interest  in  the  details  here  at  all,  ol  course. 

Q   Tou  buy  from  the  agents,  that  coal,  don't  you.     You  don't  send  your  orders 
over  there  as  a  rule  ?     A.  Well,  no,  the  agents   generally  come  here   early  in  the 
spring  and  they  give  out  the  prices  and  we  send  our  orders  on  to  their  company. 
By  Mr.  Wood  QWestmoreJund)  . 

Q.  le  there  any  competition  between  the  coal  companies  in  the  States  for  orders 
here  ?  A.  No,  there  is  no  competition.  Their  agents  come  here  for  orders  and  they 
are  not  at  all  particular  which  company  gets  it, 

Q.  What  is  the  object  of  coming  here  to  seek  orders  if  there  is  no  competition  ? 
A.  They  are  anxious  to  get  business,  there  is  no  competition  in  regard  to  prices. 

Q.  Is  it  to  induce  the  dealers  here  to  buy  anthracite  as  against  bituminous 
coal.  I  can  hardly  see  any  object  if  there  is  no  competition  among  the  coal  com- 
panies. That  is  if  they  have  a  fixed  price.  What  is  the  object  of  sending  their 
agents  here  trying  to  make  sales  ?  A.  Well,  I  suppose  that  is  the  same  way  as  here, 
we  have  fixed  prices  here,  and  we  have  to  do  business  to  keep  up  our  business,  and 
they  are  anxious  to  get  orders. 

Q.  The  same  quantity  must  be  sold  whether  they  sell  or  not  ? 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  • 

Q.  It  would  not  all  come  from  the  same  mine  ?     A.  No. 
By  Mr.  Fisher ; 

Qi  As  far  as  you  know  they  have  an  agreement  amongst  themselves  as  to  what 
they  will  sell  coal  at  ?    A.  Oh,  yes,  they  all  have  the  same  prices. 

Q.  They  have  an  arrangement  as  to  the  output  ?  A.I  can  only  say  from  what 
I  have  seen  in  the  papers  that  they  limit  their  output  and  divide  up  their  tonnage 
amongst  themselves  according  to  what  they  have,  perhaps  the  year  before.  I  know 
that  they  have  the  same  prices,  the  different  companies. 

Q.   In  your  experience  here  do  you  find  any  rivalry  between  the  different  com- 
panies who  come  here  to  sell  coal  ?    A.  Each  of  them,  of  course,  tries   to  get  their 
orders  and  get  their  customers  together. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  you  had  no  difS.culty  in  getting  coal  before  you  joined 
this  association?     A.  No,  sir,  I  had  not. 

Qj  Tou  don't  know  that  they  would  refuse  to  sell  you  coal  over  there  if  yoa 
continued  to  remain  out  7  A.  I  know  some  of  the  companies  refused,  and  put  me 
off  from  time  to  time.  At  last  I  made  an  arrangement  through  Mr.  Hall  to  get  my  coal. 

Q.  Eefore  you  joined  this  association  ?     A.   Yes,  this  is  three  years  ago. 

Q.  You  made  your  arrangement  then  after  joining  this  association  ?  A.  Yes,  we 
all  arranged  to  sell  at  the  one  price . 

Q.  Then  you  found  you  had  no  diflSculty  in  getting  your  coal  ?  A.  Well,  soma 
of  the  companies  did  not  care  about  selling  me  coal  when  I  was  selling  it  at  the  same 
price.  The  companies  like  to  be  sure  of  the  good  faith  of  the  man  who  is  starting. 
They  don't  like  to  sell  a  man  who  will  demoralize  the  trade,  selling  500  or  600  tons 
during  the  summer,  and  lose  customers  the  rest  of  the  winter. 

Q.  These  men  ascertain  all  that  very  well?     A.  Pretty  well. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  Their  agents  who  come  here  can  find  out  about  that  ?    A.  Oh,  yes. 
By  Mr.  Ghuillet  : 

Q.  They  have  no  objections  whether  you  belong  to  the  association  or  not  ?    A; 
Tes,  they  would  have  the  association, 
3— 13J 
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By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  They  consider  the  association  a  better  guarantee  that  the  prices  will  not  be 
cut  or  bioken  ?  A.  They  know  if  we  have  a  profit  and  can  live,  tbey  will  get  their 
money  for  tbeir  coal. 

Q.  There  is  a  difficulty,  except  a  member  of  the  association  got  into  business, 
in  that  way  ?     A.  Tes 

By  Air.  Quillet : 

Q.  There  is  no  objection  to  selling   coal   at  a  fair   price.     You  can  sell  coal  as 
high  as  you  like  and  thoy  don't  object  ?      A.  Not  as  low  or  as  high  as  they  like.    If 
they  sold  coal  below  cost  they  would  not  get  their  money. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  any  man  going  into  business  who  had  the  hond- 
fides  of  business  about  him,  could  get  coal  from  any  merchant  ?  A.  Yes  or  any  of 
these  other  companies. 

Q.  Unrestrictedly  ?  A.  No.  He  would  have  to  keep  the  prices.  There  would 
be  no  reason  why  he  should  join  the  association  or  the  Cartage  Company  at  all  if  he 
would  keep  the  prices.  If  he  didn't  keep  the  prices  the  companies  would  soon  find 
out  through  their  agents. 

Q.  flail  at  d  Company  are  under  control  of  some  of  these  companies  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  They  didn't  exact  a  written  contract  from  you  ?     A.     No. 
By  Mr .  Wood  (  Westmoreland')  : 

Q.  What  object  have  the  dealers  here — I  understand  there  are  six  of  you,  three 
in  the  Cartage  Company  and  throe  outside  associated  or  connected — what  object  have 
any  one  of  you  in  pressing  sales.  You  get  the  same  profits  I  understand  ?  A.  This. 
For  instance,  I  &ell  3,000  tons  in  a  year,  making  an  arrangement  with  the  association 
that  they  would  give  me  the  profits,  one-sixteenth.  Our  share  is  pro  rata  according 
to  our  tonnage,  and  it  simply  means,  all  joining  together  in  that  way. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  ; 

Q.  That  is  according  to  the  scale  of  your  own  usefulness  ?  A.  From  what  I 
understand  I  think  the  Cartage  Company  only  get  six  per  cent,  out  of  it  on  their 
capital  and  the  profits  really  go  to  the  different  dealers. 

Q.  The  secretary  stated  that  the  two  shareholders  holding  $200  worth  of  stock 
each  received  dividends  last  year  amounting  to  200  per  cent.  ?  A.  Well,  I  think 
these  two  men,  most  likely,  have  been  taken  in  to  form  the  company,  and  this  would 
go  through  their  hands. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  The  promoters  were  not  numerous  enough  to  make  a  company  and  they  took 
in  two  outsiders  ?    A    They  pay  about  six  per  cent,  on  $16,000  capital. 
By  Mr.  Guillet ;  '  i' 

Q.  I  suppose  if  a  man  with  suflScient  means   went  into  business  here,  would  not 

objections  be  raised  here  by  this  company  if  he   was   cutting  prices  ?     A.  No.    Mr. 

Seybold  was  talking  of  starting  in  the  coal  business,  and  none  of  us   was  bothering 

about  it.     They  could  get  all  the  coal  they  wanted,  there  was  no  trouble  about  that. 

By  Mr.  Bain  ; 

„  ^'-n^^  ®°°°  *^  ^^^y  *'°*  '^^  y^^^  current  sale,  few  men  would  supply  them  ?  A. 
Yes.  We  would  speak  to  our  companies  on  the  subject.  Perhaps  they  might  be 
selhng  coal  for  the  same  companies  that  are  supplying  us,  and  the  companies  would' 

Q.  The  companies  would  regulate  that  then  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Casgrain  : 

Q.  All  that  coal  that  you  speak  of  is  anthracite  coal  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  means  have  you  of  controlling  their  influence  ?  Have  you  any  means  ? 
A.  To  control  their  interest  over  there  ?  -,.,  « 

Q.  Yes  ?  A.  No ;  we  have  to  accede  to  their  terms,  whatever  they  are,  in. 
regard  to  the  prices  we  have  to  pay.  They  have  all  got  the  same  prices.  There 
are  six  or  seven  companies  in  combination,  and  they  meet  together  every  two  weeks- 
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and   fix  the  prices.     As  a  rule  they  advance  the  piices  twenty-five  cents,  generally, 
every  month. 

Q.   Can  you  suggest  any  kind  of  remedy  ?     A.  No,  sir.     The  only  remedy    we 
would  have  would  be  to  bring  coal  from  the  Rocky  Mountains. 
By  Mr.  Quillet  : 

Q.  Don't  yoa  think  the  consumeis  of  coal  might  form  an  association  here  and 
agree  upon  a  price  ana  distribute  it  among  themselves  ?  A.  They  can  buy  all  the 
coal  they  want. 

Q.  If  the  consumers  were  to  form  an  association,  could  they  not  form  a  co-opera- 
tive associa  tion  and  leave  you  out  in  the  cold  altogether.     Would  you  not  give  them 
coal?     A.  I  think  they  could  get  coal. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (^Wentworlh)  ; 

Q.  1)0  you  know  of  any  case  where  it  has  been  tried  ?  A.  I  know  of  dififerent 
(parties  in  the  city  bringing  their  own  coal  in.  Mr.  Booth  got  coal  for  himself  and 
iis  employes.  The  different  Catholic  institutions  here  also  brought  in  1,000  or  1,200 
tons  last  year,  and  some  hotel-keepers  and  others.  I  suppose  there  was  a  couple  of 
thousand  tons  or  more  brought  in  by  outsiders. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  only  the  poor  man  who  cannot  get  his  coal  in  ?   A. 
"Ses,  if  they  were  to  join  together  they  might. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  Tou  do  not  know  at  what  price  they  got  their  coal  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  it  was  as  low  as  yon  got  it  ?  A.  I  suppose  the 
same  price. 

By  Mr.  Oasgrain : 

Q.  Did  they  buy  here  or  at  the  mines  ?  A.  I  could  not  say.  I  think  perhaps 
"they  bought  it  at  the  mines  sometimes. 

By  Mr.  Fisher :  o      a    xr 

Q.  Does  your  association  make  any  objection  to  that  being  done?  A.  No,  we 
do  not  say  anything  at  all.  •  j    o      a     xr 

Q.  You  do  not  object  to  these  men  selling  to  these  people  outside  ?     A.  No. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  What  have  your  profits  been  this  year.  What  profits  have  you  drawn  Irom 
ithe  association  ?     A.  I  have  drawn  different  sums  at  different  times. 

Q.  How  much  is  the  som  total  ?    A.  About  $3,750. 

Q,  On  account?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Up  to  what  date  was  that  ?    A.  Up  to  the  first  of  the  month, 

Q.  First  of  March?     A.  Yes.  ^, 

Q.  And  you  commenced  on  the  1st  of  July  ?     A.  The  year  commences  on  the 

Ist  of  May.  ^  ,       ^i. 

Q.  And  how  much  did  you  draw  up  to  the  Ist  of  July  ?  You  commenced  on  the 
1st  of  May,  1887—1  mean  up  to  the  Ist  of  July,  1887  ?  A.  I  was  not  m  the  associa- 
tion last  year.     I  commenced  the  1st  of  itfay,  1887.     My  year  is  not  finmhed  yet. 

Q.  i  thought  the  year  of  the  company  commenced  on  the  1st  of  July,  but  you 
say  it  commences  on  the  1st  of  May  ?     A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Fisher :  ^    ^^  „. 

Q.  Tbese  profits  you  speak  of  are  not  net  profits  ?     A.  No,  gross  prouts. 

Q.  Oat  of  that  what  do  you  have  to  pay  ?  A.  Oat  of  that  1  will  have  to  pay 
about  82,500  for  running  my  business.  ,  ....     tit-  n   t  u        +^    „„ 

Q.  What  are  the  expenses  that  are  not  covered  by  this  {  A.  Well,  I  have  to  pay 
my  office  account,  my  bookkeeper,  as  well  as  rent,  interest  and  bad  debts,  altogether 
amounting  lo  $.,400  or  $2,500. 

By  the  Chairman  :  ,  ,  c         1 9     a    rik 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  you  have  no  capital  for  the  purchase  of  coal  ?  A.  Oh, 
yes,  we  all  have  large  amounts  of  capital.  We  have  to  pay  the  Cartage  Company 
according  to  their  delivery,  perhaps  $500  or  $600  a  month. 

•IV;,  Q.  Supposing  you  do  a  cash  business,  you  would  not  require  *°y  ^^P'^^f,^"- 
aIi  understand  ft  the  invoice  comes  in  to  you  and  it  is  handed  over  to  the  Cartage 
Company,  and  they  take  charge  of  it  and  pay  the  bill  ?    A.  Yes. 
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Q    Sappo^ing  you  sold  duiing  that  month  1,000  ions  of  coal  for  cash,  you  would 
hand  that  cash  over  to  the  Cartage  Company  ?    A.  Yes, 
Q.  And  they  hand  you  back  your  profits  ?     A.  Yes. 
Q.  At  the  end  of  each  month  ?     A.    No. 
Q.  How  often  ?    A.  About  three  or  four  times  during  the  year. 

By  Mr.  Fisher : 
Q,  Yoa  hand  over  the  gross  prices  to  the  Cartage  Company  ?     A.  Yes. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Q.  If  you  give  credit  you  require  capital  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  if  you  don't  give   credit  you  require  no  capital  ?    Q.  You  have  to  have- 
eome  money. 

By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  How  often  have  you  to  pay  the  Cartage  Company  ?    A.  Once  a  month  i 
Q.  And  then  you  get  your  profits   once  a  month  ?    A.  No,  it  is  supposed  to  be 
once  a  year,  but  they  pay  three  or  four  times  a  year.    I  have  had  three   dividends, 
about  every  three  months  or  so. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  And  vou  have  drawn  SSj^SO  since  1st  May  and  yon  expect  another  dividend  ? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.   Covering  what  period  ?     A.  Up  to  the  1st  of  March  I  suppose. 
Q.  What  do  you  estimate  will  be  your  profits   from   the  company  for  the  year  ? 
A.  I  think  about  $5,000. 
By  Mr.  Boyle : 
Q.  Altogether  for  the  year?     A.  Yes,  somewhere  between  $4,000  and   $5,000. 
It  will  depend  on  the  sales  now  and  the  quantity  we  have  on  hand. 
Q.  In  compnting  do  you  calculate  losses  for  bad  debts?    A.  7ee. 
Q.  And  your  own  salary?     A.  No.     I  don't  calculate  that. 
Q.   You  work  yourself,  though?     A.  Yes.     The  office   espenses   in  Ottawa  are 
very  heavy. 

Q.  Where  is  your  office?  A,  Opposite  the  Eussell.  There  are  so  many 
dealers  that  the  charges  are  proportionately  heavy.  There  is  eo  much  water  power 
and  cheap  water-mill  work?,  that  the  total  tonnage  of  coal  sold  is  very  small,  some- 
where between  30,000  and  40,000  tons.  Divide  that  up  among  8  or  '.)  dealers  and 
the  profits  are  very  small.  If  there  were  not  so  many  dealers  we  might  sell  50  cents 
a  ton  cheaper  and  make  money. 

Q.  What  is  your  present  price  ?  A.  $8.  They  started  at  $6.50  for  stove  and 
$6.25  for  egg  coal. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  The  association  fixes  these  rates  ?     A.  Yes. 
Q.  You  are  bound  to  sell  at  these  rates?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  They  will  fine  you  if  you  do  not  ?  A.  There  is  no  fine,  simply  a  mutual 
agreement. 

Q.  They  fix  the  advance  on  the  wholesale  price  ?  A.  Yes.  As  a  matter  of  fact 
coal  was  lower  this  last  year  than  it  has  been  for  some  time.  About  30  cents  a  ton 
lower. 

Q.  Have  you  the  wholesale  quotations  recently?     Since  the  month  of  January  ? 
A.  Stove  and  nut  in  March,  $6.25  delivered  here  by  rail. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Is  that  for  the  gross  ton  ?     A.  Yes. 
Q.  That  is  for  the  ton  of  2,240  lbs.  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Have  you  figures  as  to  about  what  that  would  be  for  the  net  ton?  A.  It 
would  be  about  J  off — about  $5.50. 

By  Mr.  Bain  ( Wentworth)  : 
Q.  And  what  is  the  quotation  for  egg  and  grate  coal?    A.  $6  per  ton. 
Q.  Those  are  the  cost  prices  for  March  ?     A.  Yes. 
Q.  Delivered  on  the  cars  here  ?    A.  Yes. 
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By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  Do  you  account  for  every  ton  of  coal  sold  at  the  price  fixed  by  the  associa- 
tion ?    You  must  pay  them  the  cash  ?     A.  Yes,  we  pay  them  the  retail  price. 

Q.  As  long  as  you  pay  over  the  price  to  them,  yon  can  sell  at    what  you  liiie? 
A.  I  could  sell  for  anything  I  liked,  but  I  would  have  to  pay  them. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  There  can  be  no  cutting  in  prices  ?  A.  No,  unless  you  take  it  out  of  your 
own  pocket. 

Q.  It  means  practically  the  same  thing.      You   might   sell  at   $7.75   but  you 
would  have  to  stand  the  loss.     You  would  have  to  pay  them  the  88.00. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  You  would  not  get  any  more  out  ofthe  Cartage  Company  in  dividends?  A.  That 
would  help  me  next  year  if  I  sold  more  and  increased  my  tonnage. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  There  was  a  statement  made  yesterday  with  reference  to  the  operations  of 
anotber  dealer,  Mr.  Easton,  He  said  that  in  relation  to  his  oouiraots  for  the  latter  part 
of  last  year,  the  Company  interfered  with  his  supply  and  refused  to  deliver  him  coal 
at  Ottawa  ?  A.  I  know  that  it  was  spoken  of  that  Baston  cut  prices,  but  as  far  as  I 
know,  I  do  not  think  anything  was  done  at  all.  1  know  that  as  far  as  Mr.  Swift  was 
concerned,  he  was  in  much  the  same  position  as  the  rest  of  us.  He  was  very  short  of 
coal,  if  he  delivered  to  Mr.  Easton  here  from  Kingston.  Mr.  Easton  may  also  make 
a  point  in  regard  to  having  to  fill  his  orders  at  these  prices.  We  were  all  in  the  same 
position ;  we  had  to  pay  25  cents  advance  for  months,  and  in  October  50  cents  ad- 
vance for  20  days  to  till  orders.  We  have  had  to  fill  contracts  for  coal  at  $6.50  in 
January,  and  last  fall  we  had  to  take  between  6,000  and  8,000  tons  out  of  the  sheds 
and  deliver  them  to  our  customers,  owing  to  strikes,  &o.  As  far  as  some  1,000  tons 
was  concerned,  I  do  not  think  that  we  made  a  cent  out  of  it. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  What  did  you  pay  as  an  advance  price  ?  A.  In  August,  1887,  we  had  to  pay 
$5.60  for  stove  coal ;  egg  and  grate,  15.35.  In  September  $5.^5,  and  $.5.60  ;  and  in 
October  and  November  $6.20  and  $5.95.  Then  they  remained  at  that.  I  do  not 
know  whether  there  were  any  quotations  in  September  or  not.  December  and 
January  is  $6.85  for  stove  and  nut,  and  egg  and  grate,  $6.40.  In  March,  $6.25  and  $6. 
By  Mr.  Gasgrain : 

Q.  Do  you  buy  coal  to  the  closing  of  navigation  only  ?  A.  We  very  seldom  do. 
We  give  our  orders  early  in  the  summer,  expecting  to  have  them  filled,  bat  they 
only  deliver  small  quantities  to  keep  us  going  and  keep  increasing  the  prices.  That 
is  for  coal  we  have  ordered  early  in  the  spring.  We  may  order  6,000  tons,  and  they 
will  only  send  500. 

Q.  Can  you  bring  in  coal  during  the  winter  ?  A.  Yes,  in  box  cars,  as  we  have 
done  all  this  winter. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  coal  being  sold  any  lower  in  Ottawa  than  $6  and  $6.25  ?  A. 
No,  I  do  not. 

Q.  Are  they  the  lowest  prices  you  know  of?    A.  This  spring  circular  did. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  coal  being  brought  in  here  for  $5.50  per  gross  ton  ?  A. 
I  do  not. 

Q.  What  are  the  prices  now  that  you  are  retailing  at?    A.  $8.00  just  now. 

Q.  Commencing  in  August  the  prices  were  $d.50  for  stove  and  nut  and  $6.^5 
for  egg.     This  was  the  short  ton  ?    A.  Yes.  ,    ,  .    •     i. 

Q.  You  gave  us  the  quotations  for  the  gross  ton  ?  A.  Yes ;  and  this  is  the  price 
for  selling.  In  October  we  raised  the  price  25  cents,  that  is  to  $6.75  and  to  $»>.50. 
Then  in  summer  about  the  end  of  October  we  raised  the  price  25  cents  more,  ihat 
brought  it  to  $7.00.  Then  in  November  or  December,  I  forget  which,  I  think  it  was 
December,  we  were  getting  $7  5  J  and  $7 .  25.    Then  later  $8.00  and  $7.75, 

0.  When  did  this  latter  price  come  in  ?    A.  In  January  some  time. 
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Q.  The  association  succeeded  in  steadying  the  prices  very  well?  A.  Yes.  Wo 
advanced  the  prices  on  the  public  as  they  were  advanced  on  us. 

Q.  And  you  had  a  very  fair  profit  ?  A.  I  suppose  the  profit  would  net  50  cents  per 
ton  for  the  year's  business. 

Q.  Tou  paid  these  amounts,  that  is  the  retail  prices,  into  the  association.  The 
expenses  of  the  association  and  Cartage  Company  were  how  much  a  ton  ?  A.  I 
think  46  cents  for  cartage. 

Q.  That  was  all  the  expense  as  I  understood  the  secretary  to  state  ?  A,  Tes, 
last  year,  48  cents  was  the  estimate  made  by  the  dealers  of  their  own  offiue  expenses. 
During  the  month  of  August  when  we  started  to  deliver  coal  we  booked  orders,  I 
suppose,  for  12,000  or  15,000  tons  which  we  have  had  to  fill  up  to  January  at  the  old 
$6.50  and  86.25  prices. 

Q.  Tour  branch  of  the  business  ?    A.  All  the  different  dealers  in  the  Combine. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  prices  went  unexpectedly  up  ?     A.  Not  unexpectedly. 
We  booked  these  contracts  in  June  and  July. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  Tou  are  in  the  habit  of  soliciting  orders  in  the  summer  for  future  delivery  ? 
A.  Tee,  we  send  out  cards.  They  are  supposed  to  take  the  coal  right  away,  and  we 
are  supposed  to  get  it  rapidly. 

Q.  Then  it  was  because  you  did  not  get  the  coal  in  time,  it  was  not  within  the 
limit?    A.  Tes. 

Q.  Present  prices  are  $8  for  the  net  ton  and  you  pay  $5.65  for  the  gross  ton  ? 
A.  It  would  cost  us  more  than  that,  January  coal  is  40  cents  higher  than  that. 

Q.  August  and  September  coal  was  lower  ?  A.  Any  coal  we  got  during  those 
months  was  delivered  at  $6.60.  The  coal  we  are  now  selling  for  $8  is  higher  than 
that. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  The  highest  price  you  have  quoted  would  be  16.12  net,  and  you  sell  it  at  $8, 
That  would  be  $1.88  profit  ?  A.  But  the  amount  of  coal  we  are  selling  doea  not  pay 
us  now. 

Q.  The  highest  price  you  have  quoted  is  $6.12  net,  and  your  prices  have  been 
$8.00  for  that.  Would  you  figure  up  how  there  is  only  50  cents  a  ton  left  to  the 
dealer  taking  the  price  for  any  given  month  ?  A.  That  January  price  net  is  86.12. 
Add  on  98  cents  for  two  cartages.  The  bulk  of  the  coal  would  be  delivered  from 
the  car.  The  bulk  of  the  coal  is  delivered  straight  from  the  cars,  and  a  few  tons 
that  would  go  into  the  shed  this  year  would,  I  am  satisfied,  cost  us  double  cartage. 
We  would  have  to  cart  it  from  the  Canadian  Pacific  Eailway  to  the  Canal  Basin,  and 
you  cannot  get  it  for  less  than  35  cents  and  the  weighing  is  5  cents.  What  little 
coal  we  sell  at  this  high  price  does  not  net  us  this  $2.00  profit. 

The  Chairman  —He  cannot  make  a  statement  as  to  cartage  because  he  is  not  in 
the  cartage  business. 

The  Witness — The  difi'erence]between  the  gross  price  and  the  delivery  price 
shows  that,  bat  that  is  not  the  profit  we  make.  The  expense  eats  up  the  whole  thing 
in  the  winter  time.  My  expenses  are  $2,400  or  $.2,500  a  year.  I  do  not  now  sell  four 
tons  a  day.  We  are  going  behind  every  day  until  August,  and  I  have  to  carry  on 
my  expenses  at  $8  a  day  until  next  August  before  I  make  a  cent. 
%  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  If  there  were  more  men  in  the  business  you  would  have  to  raise  the  price  to 
make  any  money?  A.  Tes  ;  I  may  say  as  far  as  the  summer  prices  are  concerned  where 
we  agree  to  supply  our  castomers  at  $6.50  we  had  to  get  it  and  pay  these  prices. 
Mr.  Easton  stated  he  could  not  fill  his  orders,  bat  he  is  not  a  responsible  dealer  and 
could  not  fill  his  orders  in  any  year.  His  coal  would  be  subject  to  the  order  of  the 
bank.  I  do  not  think  he  was  able  to  buy  his  coal,  Mr.  Harris  is  in  the  coal 
business,  but  is  not  in  the  combination.  He  can  get  all  the  coal  he  wants.  He  has 
kept  the  prices,  but  he  has  not  said  that  he  would  that  I  know  of.  We  had  to  fill  our 
orders  that  we  took  in  summer  time. 
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By  Mr.  Bain  (  Weniwm-tK)  : 
Q.  Tou  were  all  in  this  position,  that  you  have   taken  summer  orders  on  the  ex- 
pectation that  you  would  be  able  to  get  the  coal  to  fill  tbem,  bat  you  did  not  get  enousrb 
to  cover  your  contracts.     Then  all  you  who  were  large  dealers  were   little  worse  off, 
because  if  a  man  got  two  or  three  car  loads  and  had  only  small  orders,  he  was  better 
off  than  the  man  who  got  two  or  three  car  loads  more  who  had   orders  for  2,000  or 
3,000  tons  ahead.     But  Mr.  Baston  felt  himself  in  honor  bound  to  fill  his  contracts 
notwithstanding  the  rise  in  the  prices,  and  what  he  complained  of  was  that  he  found 
himself  in  this  difficulty,  that  Mr.  Swift,  who  usually  supplied  him,  intimated  that  he 
was  forbidden  to  sell  him,  or  rather  they  would    not  sell  him   any    more  cars  for 
delivery  at  Ottawa.     They  would  sell  him  any   quantity  for  delivery  at  home,  but 
they  declined  to  sell  him  as   they   had   been   doing  for  delivery  at  Ottawa,  and  the 
result  was  that  Mr.  Swift  had   to  bring  over  a   quantity  in  his   vessels  to  Kingston, 
and  then  he  was  caught  by  the  local  rates  of  the  railway  company.    They  would  not 
oarry  it  from  Kingston  to  here  without  charging  him  the  local  rate.     What  he  com- 
plained of  was  that  he  was  in  a  position  whereby  the   coal  association  had  brought  a 
pressure  to  bear  on  the  American  association  who  were  supplying  Mr.  Swift  and  pre- 
vented him  from  getting  coal  ?     A.  I  do  not  think  there  was   anything  of  the  kind. 
What  Mr.  Baston  sells  is  nothing  to  the  association  at  all.    I  do  not  suppose  he  sells 
over  a  couple  of  hundred  tons  a  year. 

The  CHAiaMAN — He  has  sworn  to  a  different  statement  to  that. 

Q.  Ton  cannot  say  from  your  personal  knowledge?  A.  I  think  the  difficulty 
would  be  that  Mr.  Swift  himself  could  not  get  the  coal  any  more  than  we  could. 
Here  is  a  circular  issued  in  October^from  the  coal  companies  saying  that  "  all  cir- 
cular prices  issued  by  us  are  hereby  withdrawn  and  all  coal  sales  will  be  at  such 
prices  as  are  agreed  on  at  the  time  of  sale," 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  was  this  difference  between  your  cost,  and  Easton's.  BaBton  swears 
that  the  price  was  raised  to  him  $1.80  ?  A.  That  was  between  him  and  Swift.  The 
price  was  raised  60  cents  per  ton,  which  would  give  you  a  ton  of  coal  at  $5.53,  and 
you  had  46  cents  cartage.expenses  which  makes  it  $5.99,  so  you  would  deliver  the  coal 
to  your  customer  at  85.99,  and  the  lowest  price  we  got  was  $6.50  and  you  would  sell 
a,t  51  cents  per  ton  net  profit. 

Q.  Bo  you  know  of  any  interference  by  anyone  in  Ottawa  to  prevent  GeOrge 
Harris  from  getting  his  coal  from  the  States  ?     A.  No,  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  don't  know  of  any  ?     A.  No,  I  don't  know  of  any. 

Q.  I  suppose,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  from  your  connection  with  the  association 
that  you  don't  control  the  inside  working.  You  don't  belong  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee ?     A.  No,  sir,  I  don't. 

Q.  You  are  only  an  affiliated  member  as  it  were  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  There  is  an  Executive  Committee  of  three  parties  ?  A.  Yes,  they  are  in 
charge  of  the  company. 

Q.  I  suppose  it  is  from  one  of  these  that  we  would  require  to  ask  to  get  this  in- 
formation  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  don't  know,  as  a  matter  of  fact  ?     A.  No. 
By  Mr.  Casgrain  : 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  result  of  your  evidence— it  would  appear  from  the 
figures  that  you  make  a  very  large  profit  at  $8  a  ton,  nearly  $2  a  ton.  What  was 
your  profit  last  year  ?  A.  The  vear  before  last,  when  I  conducted  the  business  my- 
eelf,  I  made  60  cents  a  ton  profit,  and  last  year  I  made  60  cents,  and  this  year  I  thmk 
I  will  do  very  well  if  I  get  50  cents.  THe  expense  of  my  office  eats  up  all  profits. 
The  price  of  coal  has  not  been  raised  to  the  public.  In  August,  1886,  you  could  get 
coal  for  $1.75  with  the  duty  added,  50  cents,  that  would  be  $5.25.  In  1887,  in 
August,  we  had  to  pay  $5.60,  without  duty,  that  would  be  35  cents  higher  than  m 
August,  1885,and  we  delivered  the  coal  for  the  same  price  as  we  did  in  1885,  seUing  it 
-at  $6.50.  I  have  taken  the  figures  from  my  invoices  to  show  yoa,  which  I  leave  yoa 
here,  that  we  charge  actually  35  cents  a  ton  less  or  4iJ  cents  a  ton  less. 
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Q.  You  only  gave  the  prices  of  two  months?  A.  This  is  for  August,  September 
and  October. 

By  Mr,  Quillet : 

Q.  Do  you  confine  your  business  chiefly  to  coal  ?  A.  Yes,  altogether.  As  a 
matter^f  fact,  I  am  on  the  lookout  for  something  else  besides  that.  There  is  nothing 
in  the  coal  business  alone. 

The  Committee  adjourned. 


House  of  Commons,  5th  April,  1888. 

The  Select  Committee  on  alleged  Trade  Combinations  met  this  morning,  Mr.  N. 
C.  Wallace  in  the  Chair. 

Thomas  MoConnell,  coal  merchant,  Toronto,  sworn. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  is  your  address?    A.  37J  Sherbourne  Street,  Toronto. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  in  business  in  Toronto,  that  is  in  the  coal  business  ? 
A.  About  six  years. 

Q.  Did  you  know  anything  of  the  coal  organization  that  was  formed  there  ?  A. 
Tes,  I  did  latterly. 

Q.  When  was  that  organization  formed  ?  A.  Well,  since  I  have  known  any- 
thing about  it,  is  about  three  years  past,  I  think. 

Q.  They  were  amalgamated  or  associated  with  the  Board  of  Trade  ?  A.  Yes,  I 
knew  that  about  a  year  before  that,  or  maybe  a  little  over  a  year  before  that. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  any  interference  by  the  "United  States  dealers  and  miners 
with  the  prices  that  coal  should  be  sold  at  in  Toronto  ?  A.  I  don't  know  anything 
except  from  hearsay.  I  was  not  present  at  any  meeting  when  the  American  men 
were  there. 

Q.  How  is  it  these  Americans  came  over  here  in   1886  when  the  combination 
was  amalgamated  ?    A.  1  could  not  say  how  they  came  over,  except  that  I  heard 
that  Mr.  Eogers  was  the  means  of  fetching  them  over. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Weniworth)  : 

Q.  Did  you  import,  Mr.  McConnell?     A.  Yes,  sir. 
By  the  C  hairman  : 

Q.  Eogers  was  the  means  of  bringing  them  over  ?  A.  I  have  heard  that.  I  do 
not  know. 

Q.  How  many  importers  are  there  in  Toronto  or  have  there  been  ?  A.  I  think 
there  are  about  4  or  5 — about  5  importers, 

Q.  Does  the  whole  of  the  coal  there  come  through  these  5.  A.  Yes,  the  most 
of  it  lor  Toronto. 

Q.  You  were  an  importer  ?    A.  Yes,  I  have  been  for  about  4  years, 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  difficulty  with  importing  your  coal  ?  A.  Yes.  Several 
times  I  have  had  some  trouble. 

Q.  Are  you  a  member  of  this  coal  section  of  the  Board  of  Trade  now  ?  A.  Not 
at  present.     No. 

Q.  You  were  ?    A.  I  was  for  a  short  time, 

Q.  What  was  your  difficulty  in  getting  coal  ?  A.  Well,  two  or  three,  Mr.  Eogers, 
Mr.  Crane  and  Mr.  Burns,  I  think  there  were  three  of  them  in  the  coal  exchange 
on  the  other  side,  and  I  was  telegraphed  to  that  I  must  join  the  coal  exchange  at 
once  or  all  shipments  would  be  stopped. 

Q.  All  shipments  would  be  stopped  unless  you  joined  the  Coal  Exchange  ?     A. 

Q.  When  was  that  ?    A.  Three  years  ago. 

By  Mr.  Landry: 
Q.  That  was  from  the  American  side  ?    A.  Yes. 
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Q.  What  did  you   do    then  ?       A.  We   received  a  telegram,    a    few   minutea 
later  on,  to  not  heed  the  iormer  telegram,  that  they  were  writing. 
By  Mr  Fisher : 

Q.  From  the  same  parties  ?    A.  Yes. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  You  were  not  a  member  of  the  Toronto  organization  at  that  time  ?    A.  No. 

Q.  And  they  wanted  to  compel  you  to  become  a  member  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  become  a  member  then  ?  A.  I  did  afterwards.  The  party  who 
was  furnishing  me  tried  to  furnish  me  against  the  coal  exchange  there ;  but  the 
influence  of  the  exchange  was  too  strong,  and  I  was  obliged  to  join  the  associa- 
tion. 

Q.  Who  manipulated  these  matters  against  you  ?  A.  Mr.  Eogers  and  Mr, 
Crane  were  the  principal  men. 

Q.  Who  are  they  ?    A.  They  are  coal  importers  of  Toronto. 

Q.  Did  they  succeed  in  shutting  off  your  supply  of  coal  at  any  time?  A.  Not 
till  this  year.     I  am  shut  otf  this  season — this  present  season. 

Q.  You  are  shut  off  this  season  ?    A.  Yes, 

Q.  Where  did  you  buy  coal  then  ?  A.  I  was  shut  off  entirely.  I  was  obliged  to 
give  my  orders  and  contracts  over  to  other  parties  to  fill. 

Q.  You  had  orders  and  contracts  amounting  to  how  much  ?  A.  Contracts  and 
orders  amounting  to  26,000  tons. 

Q.  You  had  sold  26,000  tons  ?     A.  Yes,  something  about  that. 

Q.  And  you  took  thcije  orders  on  the  strength  of  getting  your  coal  ?  A.  I  was 
going  to  get  the  coal  from  the  same  parties  I  was  previously  getting  coal  from.  I 
had  made  a  bargain  for  15,000  tons  by  vessel,  and  the  balance  I  would  get  by  rail. 

Q,  You  made  a  bargain  for  15,000  tons  by  vessel  and  get  the  rest  by  rail.  Then 
you  had  taken  orders  for  26,000  tens,  that  is  for  1887  ?  A.  Yes.  That  is  this 
present  season.     The  season  is  supposed  to  end  on  the  1st  of  May. 

Q.  That  is  during  the  season  now  ending  ?  A.  Where  you  make  contracts  they 
are  made  from  May  to  May.  If  you  undertake  to  furnish  a  party  you  are  supposed 
to  furnish  from  May  to  May. 

(j.  What  did  you  do  then,  you  say  you  had  to  cancel  all  your  agreements  ?  A. 
I  got  my  orders  mostly  filled.  On  some  of  them  I  had  to  pay  an  advance  of  75 
cents.  There  was  a  raise  of  75  cents  and  I  had  to  pay  that  and  get  rid  of  the  orders 
the  best  way  I  could,  and  got  a  good  many  of  the  orders  filled  through  a  couple  of 

Q.  When  did  these  importers  interfere.     When  did  they  commence  to  interfere 
during  this  season  ?    A.  I  could  not  jarticularly  say  that.  They  have  been  working 
against  me  ever  since  I  have  been  in  the  coal  business. 
By  Mr.  Landry : 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  yon  had  made  an  arrangement  to  be  supplied 
with  this  amount  of  coal  from  the  same  parties  ?  A.  I  made  that  arrangement  about 
the  Ist  September. 

Q.  And  you  found  a  rise  of  75  cents  ?  A.  Later  on,  in  the  winter,  there  was  a 
rise  of  75  cents,     I  got  shut  down  about  that  time. 

Q.  They  refused  to  supply  you— those  who  had  bargained  to  supply  you  refused 
to  ?    A.  Yes,  , 

Q.  Had  you  made  some  binding  contract  with  them  ?  A,  Well,  as  a  gereral 
thing  they  put  in  a  proviso  that  if  they  could  not  get  the  coal   they  are  not  bound. 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  such  proviso  with  this  fiim  ?  A.  I  don't  think  there  is 
anyone  -who  can  conliact  without  provisoes  in  cases  of  strikes  and  railroad  troubles. 

Q.  Yon  run  these  risks  ?    A.  Yes. 

By  the  Chairman :  ,     ^  . 

Q.  What  was  the  reason  they  didn't  supply  you?  A.  I  suppose  the  reason 
-was  this  combine.     I  think  the  pressure  was  put  on. 

Q,   Pressure  was  put  on  by  the  combination?    A.  Yes. 
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By  Mr.  Bain  (  WentwortK)  : 

Q.  What  reason  did  they  give  you,  let  us  have  these  specified  facts?  A,  They 
gave  the  reason  saying,  that  I  had  not  been  living  up  to  the  coal  exchange  rules 
and  they  could  not  furnish  the  coal. 

Q.  They  wrote  to  you  to  that  effect  ?  A.  No,  it  was  verbal.  The  party  whom 
J.  buy  from  I  saw  mostly  every  week. 

Q.  Who  was  the  party  you  were  buying  from  ?     A.   Ohisholm  and  Parrish. 

Q.  American  agents  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Where  do  they  live  ?     A.    Buffalo. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  coal  exchange  at  this  time  7     A.  No,  sir. 
By  Mr.  Fisher ; 

Q.  Were  you  a  member  of  the  coal  exchange  when  you  made  the  agreement  ? 
A.  No. 

A.  Tou  had  gone  oat  ?    A.  I  had  been  out  sometime  before  that. 
By  Mr.  Quillet : 

Q.  What  was  the  reason  of  your   leaving  the   coal  exchange  ?     A.  Well,  they 
fined  me  $  100  for  putting  out  three  sign  boards  at  three  different  places  in  the  city. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Is  that  contrary  to  the  rules  ?  A.  That  is  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  coal 
exchange.  You  can  only  sell  at  your  own  office,  or  you  can  appoint  other  officers 
■but  you  must  have  your  own  men  and  you  must  not  do  anything  but  sell  coal. 
You  must  not  sell  anything  in  that  office  but  coal .  For  instance,  a  man  cannot 
appoint  an  agent  in  a  store,  such  as  a  hardware  store  or  a  grocery  store,  you  could 
not  sell  coal  in  that  store. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  You  had  a  clerk  ?  A.  I  had  a  clerk  at  my  own  office,  bat  these  three  sign 
boards  were  put  on  at  different  stores. 

Q .   Do  you  require  a  clerk  to  take  this  order  ?     A.  Yes . 

Q.  I  understand  there  is  a  solemn  declaration  to  be  made  by  the  salesman  ? 
-A.  Yes.  The  clerk  must  be  a  sworn  man. 

Q.  I  suppose  that  was  your  case,  you  didn't  have  a  sworn  man?     A.  No. 
By  Mr.  Fisher ; 

Q.  I  understand  you  made  an  arrangement  with  this  agent  in  Buffalo  last  winter 
about  this  time?  A.  In  September,  I  think  about  the  8th  of  September.  I  have  a 
oopy  of  last  year's  agreement.     (Exhibit  35a.) 

Q.  Is  that  the  agreement  wich  the  men  who  supply  you?     A.   Yes, 

Q.  Well,  at  the  time  you  made  that  agreement  you  were  not  in  the  coal  ring  in 
Toronto  ?  A.  No,  I  wasn't  in.  I  promised  to  go  in  provided  things  were  set  right. 
There  was  some  money  I  was  entitled  to,  but  they  didn't  set  it  right  and  I  didn't  go  in. 

Q.  So  at  the  time  you  made  this  agreement  with  your  suppliers  at  Buffalo,  they 
supposed  you  were  in  the  Canada  coal  ring.  Did  they  make  that  a  condition  with 
your  bargain  with  them  ?     A.  It  was  talked  of  that  if  I  had  to  go  in  I  would. 

Q    Afterwards,  when  you  didn't  go  in,  they   broke  their  agreement  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.     I  will  read  the  agreement  now  (Exhibit  35a)  : — 

"Toronto,  2l8t  July,  1887. 
"  Messrs.  T.  MoConnell  &  Co.,  Toronto. 

i^^g"  Deab  Sirs, —  We  will  furnish  you  fifteen  thousand  tons  (15,000)  of  coal  of  fully 
as  good  a  quality  as  last  year,  only  it  to  be  well  screened  and  cleaner  than  last  year, 
delivered  in  your  sheds  on  your  dock  west  of  Yonge  Street,  Toronto,  at  four  dollars 
and  sixteen  cents  (ii.l6)  per  net  ton  via  (Lake  Ontario)  the  charge  from  Charlotte, 
Fairhaven,  Oswego,  or  Sjdus  are  to  be  as  follows: — Freight  25  ceuts  per  ton. 
Harbor  dues  5  cents  per  ton  and  discharging  Za  cents  per  too,  all  other  charges  or 
-advaaces  on  above  charges  you  are  to  pay. 
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"  We  agree  to  deliver  fifteen  thousand  tons  (15,000)  during  the  months  of  July 
and  August,  1887.  It  is  understood  we  are  not  to  be  charged  back  or  any  claim  made 
on  us  for  any  deduction  without  we  are  notified  on  arrival  of  vessel. 

"  We  will  guarantee  weights  on  condition  that  the  weigh  master  be  a  disinterested 
party." 

By  Mr.  Bain  (Wentworth)  : 

Q.  This  is  last  year's?     A.  This  is  this  last  year's. 

Q.  At  that  time  you  were  in  very  good  standing  in  the  association  ?     A,  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  Did  jou  accept  that  at  once  ?  A,  Yes.  Then  we  were  furnished  part  of  it, 
about  6,000  or  7,000  tons. 

Q.  What  is  to  hinder  yon  from  holding  them  for  the  balance  of  it  ?  A.  I  think 
I  could. 

Q.  You  haven't  ?     A.  I  haven't  so  far. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (JVentwortK)  : 

Q.  Are  not  these  contracts  made  with  the  understanding  that  they  only  deliver 
at  the  month's  price  ? 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Then  there  is  a  further  agreement  which  reads  as  follows.    (Exhibit  35a)  :— - 

"  The  terms  of  payment  are  to  be  as  follows  :  Three  dollars  ($3)  per  ton  cash 
after  the  unloading  of  each  vessel  separately.  Balance  to  be  paid  by  notes  on  every 
three  or  four  cargoes,  or  at  the  end  of  the  month.  Notes  to  be  drawn  at  three 
months,  without  interest.  Cash  and  notes  to  be  deposited  to  Chieholm  &  Parrish'e 
credit  here  at  the  Quebec  Bank,  Toronto. 

"  Tou  are  to  give  us  a  secord  warehouse  receipt  on  the  coal  as  soon  as  the  con- 
tract is  completed,  the  full  fifteen  thousand  (15,000)  tons  delivered. 

"  We  allowing  you  to  take  from  the  pile  as  high  as  one  thousand  (1,000)  tons  of 
coal,  but  Eot  allowing  you  to  take'more  vnthout  payment  of  the  one  thousand  ( 1,000) 
tons  already  taken,  that  is  one  dollar  and  sixteen  cents  ($1.16)  per  ton. 

"  The  disinterested  party  who  weighed  the  coal  in,  or  some  one  satisfactory  to 
both  of  us  to  weigh  the  same  going  out,  and  to  send  us  statements  of  weights  daily  or 
weekly." 

The  Chairman. — This  is  merely  for  their  security  ? 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  Ton  were  put  to  considerable  loss  in  consequence  of  this  firm  not  fulfilling 
that  agreement  ?     A.  Yes ;  a  heavy  loss. 

Q.  Have  you  made  any  attempt  at  recovery  ?     A .  Not  as  yet . 

Q.  Do  you  propose  doing  it  ?    A.  Yea. 

Q.  What  is  the  amount  of  your  loss  in  consequence  of  their  failure  ?     A.  There 
would  certainly  be  more  than  $1  a  ton  loss  to  me. 
By  Mr  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  What  were  you  contracting  to  deliver  that  coal  at,  to  parties  ?  A.  $6,  The 
coal  was  all  sold  pretty  much  at  16,  to  be  delivered  during  the  winter  as  wanted. 

Q.  Tou  took  contract  for  winter  delivery  on  the  strength  of  that  July  and 
August  contract?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  is  your  contract  in  these  cases.  Cash  on  delivery  ?  A.  Cash  with  the 
order. 

Q.  You  took  contracts  early  in  the  fall  ?  A.  Yes,  and  when  they  came  to  order 
it  they  are  supposed  to  pay  for  it,  but  they  don't  always  pay  when  the  contract  is 
signed.     They  pay  when  ordered. 

Q.  That  customer  comes  to  you  and  he  wants  to  get  10  or  15  tons  delivered 
during  the  winter  from  time  to  time,  you  expecting  him  to  pay  for  that  6  or  10  tons 
at  the  time  he  orders  it,  in  July  or  August  ?  A.  He  signs  a  document  that  he  is  to 
pay  for  it  when  ordered.  He  contracts  in  the  fall  and  pays  for  it  when  he 
orders. 

Q.  You  make  a  contract  to  carry  out  that  agreement  with  him  ?    A.  Yes. 
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By  Mr.  Landry  : 

Q.  Were  the  contract  prices  the  same  as  those,  generally,  who  are  in  the 
combine  ?  A.  I  sold  at  the  same  prices.  I  was  obliged  to  do  so  or  be  shut  down. 
I  was  shutdown,  anyway. 

Q.  Were  you  getting  coal  at  the  same  prices  that  they  were,  as  far  as  you  know  ? 
A.  I  could  not  say  what  they  were  paying. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Were  these  men,  who  were  selling  to  you,  urging  you  to  join  the  combination 
of  the  coal  section  in  Toronto  ?  A.  Yes.  They  wanted  me  to  join  and  they  were 
not  particular  until  they  were  pushed  by  the  coal  exchange  on  the  other  side, 
owing  to  complaints  on  this  side.  The  complaint  on  this  side  is  probably  what 
raised  the  trouble  on  the  other  side. 

Q.  Complaints  from  this  side  that  you  were  not  complying  with  the  terms  of 
the  agreement  here  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  were  a  member  of  the  coal  exchange  once.  Did  they  administer  to 
you  that  statutory  declaration,  and  did  you  take  it  ?  A.  Yes.  There  was  something 
read  but  I  never  took  any  notice  of  it. 

Q,  Who  did  you  take  it  before?    A.  It  was  in  the  office  of  one  Mr. 1  forget 

the  name. 

Q.  At  any  rate  you  took  the  statutory  declaration  that  was  required  ?  A.  There 
was  a  declaration  read.  I  don't  suppose  they  took  it  as  a  declaration.  I  refused  to 
sign  only  on  certain  conditions,  and  they  would  not  do  that,  so  I  just  left  it  there. 

Q.  You  never  actually  signed  it  ?  A.  I  signed  it,  but  I  put  in  certain  clauses 
fixing  it  to  suit  myself,  and  they  didn't  accept  that. 

Q.  You  did  not  agree  to  their  statutory  declaration  that  they  presented?  A. 
No. 

Q.  That  was  one  of  the  causes  of  the  trouble  between  you  and  the  coal  section  ? 
A.  They  were  binding  me  to  things  I  knew  I  could  not  keep  very  well,  and  I  wrote 
in  clauses  to  modify  the  thing  to  suit  myself. 

Q.  What  were  these  things  you  objected  to  ?     A.  I  almost  forget  now.     I  think 
it  was  that  I  would  solemnly  swear  and  declare  that  I  would  not  break  the  rules  of 
this  Coal  Exchange  in  any  way.    The  rules  were  so  particular  that  a  man  could  not 
keep  them,  and  I  put  in  provisos  that  didn't  suit. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth')  : 

Q.  How  long  did  you  state  you  were  a  member  of  the  association  then,  after 
that  ?    A.  I  am  not  positive.     I  think  it  was  about  six  months. 

Q.  Then  they  fined  you  on  this  signboard  business,  didn't  they  ?  A.  Yes,  I 
paid  that  fine. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  How  much  did  they  fine  you  ?     A.  $100. 

Q.  $100,  for  signboards?    A.  Signboards  and  some  other  little  complaint. 

Q.  Had  they  any  other  charges  against  you  after  that  ?  A.  Not  that  I  know 
of.  1  think  there  was  some  talk  or  complaint  about  my  furnishing  some  man  who 
wasn't  a  member  of  the  Coal  Exchange,  a  man  who  had  the  city  contract.  He  was 
a  man  who  wasn't  a  member  of  the  Coal  Exchange,  and  it  was  against  the  rules  for 
anyone  to  furnish  him  with  coal.    He  got  his  coal,  but  not  from  me. 

Q.  Was  that  the  contract  for  the  waterworks  ?  A.  No,  for  public  buildinffs  for 
the  city  and  fire  hall.  ^ 

Q.  Wuo  had  that  contract  ?     A.  A  man  named  Logan. 

Q.  And  the  association  prohibited  anyone  supplying  him  with  coal  at  any  prices  ? 
A.  At  any  prices. 

Q.  Why  ?  A.  They  wanted  to  crush  him  because  he  wasn't  a  member  of  the 
Coal  Exchange,  I  suppose. 

Q.  Did  they  pass  a  resolution  in  the  Coal  Exchange  not  to  permit  him  to  have 
coal  at  any  prices  ?    A.  I  wasn't  present.    I  seldom  went  there  at  all. 

Q.  Who  had  the  contract  for  supplying  the  waterworks  in  1886  ?  I  think  it 
was  Mr.  Burns. 
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Q.  Wasn't  it  yourself  ?     A.  I   nevar   had    the   waterworks   contract,    I  had  the 
city  contract. 

Q.  In  what  year  had  you  the  city  contract  ?  A.  I  think  it  was  in  1885,  and  I 
had  it  this  year. 

Q.  How  did  you  get  it  this  year  ?     A.  I  got  it  both  years   by  cutting  the   price 
of  wood,  and  refusing  to  take  the  contract  except  1  got  the  whole  of  it.     I  put  in  the 
same  prices  for  coal  as  the  Coal  Exchange,  but  I   cut  the   prices   of  wood  low  and 
refused  to  taJie  the  contract  except  they  gave  me  the  whole  of  it. 
Q.  And  they  gave  you  the  whole  of  it  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Had  you  any  difficulty  in  filling  that  contract  with  the  city  ?  A.  Tes.  I 
had  to  get  another  party  to  fill  it  this  season,  when  I  was  shut  down. 

Q.  Did  you  lose  any  money  on  that  ?  A.  Tes.  I  had  the  same  price  for 
that  as  I  had  for  the  other  contracts,  I  had  $6.00  per  ton. 

Mr.  Bain. — The  witness  says  he  understood  certain  things.  Now  I  understand,  to 
have  this  investigation  effective,  McConnell  should  furnish  the  committee  with  docu- 
ments showing  specifically  where  they  closed  on  him. 

The  Chairman. — He  has  told  you  that  there  were  verbal  communications,  and  that 
these  men  came  over  every  week,  and  they  were  urging  him  to  abide  by  the  rules 
and  he  refused  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Bain.     We  would  like  to  have  the  evidence.     I   think   there  is   no   doubt 
they  did  it,  but  we  should  have  the  documentary  evidence. 
The  Witness  .     I  have  it  from  the  man  I  bought  from. 

By  Mr.  Bain : 
Q.  This  is  said  to  you  verbally  1    A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Landry : 
Q.  What  is  it  ?    A.  They  said  I  would  have  to  become  a  member  or  they  would 
have  to  stop  sending  coal. 

Q,  After  signing  the  contract  ?  A.  This  contract  wasn't  signed.  It  was  drawn 
up  and  handed  to  me  but  it  wasn't  signed.  It  wasn't  signed.  It  was  drawn  up  and 
agreed  to,  but  it  wasn't  signed. 

Q.  The  reason  they  refused  to  sign  was,  because  you  would  not  sign  the  declara- 
tion. Is  that  the  idea  ?  A.  Yes.  They  were  willing  to  give  me  the  coal  but  they 
said  I  must  become  a  member. 

Q.  After  that,  when  they  knew  that  you  were  refusing  to  sign,  you  went  on 
contracting  with  customers  taking  the  risk  of  being  supplied  ?  A.I  never  had  a 
contract  signed  with  this  party,  but  up  to  this  last  year,  they  carried  out  their  con- 
tracts honorably  and  all  right  without  the  contracts  being  signedi 
By  Mr.  Landry  : 
Q.  When  you  undertook  to  supply  your  customers  was  there  any  understanding 
between  you  and  anybody  as  to  the  price  you  should  sell  to  your  customers  at  ?  A. 
The  man  who  sold  me  the  coal  said  I  was  not  to  break  prices. 

Q.  Then  you  were  actually  working  along  the  lines    of  the    combine   at  that 

tlTTlfi  ?        A       "VftH 

Q.  Although  not  a  member,  you  were  in  hopes  that  you  might  get  in  with  them  ? 
A.  In  hopes  that  I  might  get  the  coal  as  usual  without  being  a  member  of  the  Coal 
Combine. 

Q.  Then  it  was  in  hopes  that  by  agreeing  to  their  conditions,  you  would  be  let 
alone  and  that  you  would  get  your  customers  supplied.  These  were  the  facts  at  any 
rate  ?    A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Boyle  :  .  .      t.  a  i 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  after  receiving  that  offer  from  the  Buflalo 
agents,  yon  accepted   the  terms  in  writing  ?     A.  Yes  ;  I   accepted  them  m  writing. 

Q.  Was  that  previous  to  contracting  with  your  customers  for  the  delivery  ot 
«oal?    A.  It  was  before  I  sold  the  coal.  ^      ,  -^  *      *- 

Q.  Didn't  that  constitute  a  contract  ?    A.  Yes,  certainly ;  I  took  it  as  a  contract. 

Q.  You  said  a  few  minutes  ago  that  there  had  been  no  contract  signed  (  A.  it 
was  a  verbal  contract  and  was  to  bo  signed,  but  we  never  got  to  it. 
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By  the  Qhairman  : 

Q.  At  any  rate  you  oever   got  the  coal  and  were  put  to  very   considerable  loss 
and  inconvenience  ?    A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  You  got  part  of  the  coal?    A.  Yes. 

Q,  How  much  did  you  get  ?     A.  About  ^,000  or  8,000  tons. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  How  much  coal  did  you  sell  this  year  altogether.  How  much  did  you  get 
from  other  parties  ?    A,  Probably  about  15,000  or  16,000  tons. 

Q.  Then  you  got  7,000  or  8,000  tons  from  them  and  7,000  or  8,000  tons  from 
others?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  But  you  were  short  on  your  orders  about   10,COO  tons  ?    A,  About  that. 

Q.  If  yon  had  got  the  coal  and  had  not  been  interfered  with  by  any  parties 
■what  about  the  profit  ?  As  to  the  profit  of  25  cents  a  ton  what  do  you  think  about 
that  ?    A.   I  do  not  think  it  is  right. 

Q.  What  would  be  nearer  to  the  mark  ?  A.  I  have  stated  to  you  what  my 
profits  would  be  and  you  can  see.  I  paid  $4.16  a  ton  and  I  had  the  coal  sold  at  $6, 
Some  of  it  sold  at  86.50  ;  the  last  was  sold  at  that. 

Q.  What  expenses  were  you  put  to  in  delivering  it  ?  A.  The  carting  is  calcu- 
lated at  40  cents.     That  was  what  I  paid. 

Q.  That  would  be  the  only  further  expenses  besides  weighing ?  A.  Yes,  and 
storage.     That  would  be  probably  15  cents. 

Q.  40  cents  for  carting  and  15  cents  for  weighing  and  storage;  the  balance 
would  be  your  profit?  A.  Yes;  the  carting  cost  40  cents.  That  is  what  I  paid  for 
long  and  short  journeys.  If  they  took  one  load  outside  of  the  city,  they  took 
another  shorter.     Storage  and  delivery  would  cost  about  15  cents. 

Q.  That  would  be  all  the  expense  ?    A.  Yes;  although  we  have  another  busi- 
ness running,  there  would  be  some  expense  in  the  oflBce. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  When  the  estimate  was  made  at  25  cents  per  ton,  I  think  he  included  every- 
thing that  could  be  included,  capital  and  rent  of  his  sheds  and  losses  on  credits  and 
shrinkage  ?    A.  I  suppose  it  might  go  pretty  near  25  cents  on  those  items. 

Q.  After  all  this  was  included  the  25  cents  was  left  ?  A.  I  do  not  believe  that. 
It  is  possible  that  over  acd  above  the  40  cents  and  15  cents,  it  might  cost  25  cents 
for  other  expenses.     14.16  was  the  cost  delivered  to  me  in  the  city. 

Q.  Did  you  incur  any  loss  from  crediting  ?     A.  Yes,  not  a  very  big  percentage. 

Q.  2^  per  cent.  ?    A.  I  do  not  think  so. 

<^.  It  is  mostly  a  cash  transaction?    A.   Yes  ;  but  sometimes  we  credit  a  little. 
It  is  supposed  to  be  cash . 
By  Mr.  Fisher  ; 

Q.  That  would  leave  you  rather  over  $1  a  ton  net  profit?  A.  That  is  what  I 
say  it  would  be,  over  $1;  and  we  have  lost  over  $  1  by  not  being  able  to  carry  out 
our  contract. 

By  Mr.  Guillet: 

Q.  You  get  cash  in  advance  for  coal?  A.  We  seldom  get  cash  in  advance. 
They  pay  just  when  ordered. 

Q.  Don't  they  sometimes  order  it  to  be  delivered  ahead  and  pay  for  it  ?  A.    As 
a  rule  they  order  and  pay  for  it  at  the  time. 
By  Mr.  Bain  {Wentwerth)  : 

Q.  You  really  deliver  these  winter  contracts  at  the  time  as  thev  are  asked  for? 
A.   Yes.  ^ 

Q.  So  that  in  that  case  you  get  no  cash  in  advance?  A.  Not  actuallv;  all  the 
stuff  goes  out  C.O.D. 

By  Mr.  Landry : 

Q.  Can  you  give  us  any  information  as  to  the  retail  prices  in  the  States,  say  in 
Jiuffalo  ?    A.  I  do  not  know  anything  but  from  the  papers. 
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Q.  How  do  the  prices  compare  with  Toronto  ?  A.  Some  places  are  higher 
than  in  Toronto. 

Q.  Do  some  of  the  dealers  there  sell  cheaper  to  customers  than  in  Toronto?  A. 
I  do  not  know  of  the  market  on  the  other  side. 

Q.  Quote  us  the  prices  subsequent  to  the  summer  prices.  Have  yon  the  tariff 
of  prices  that  coal  was  supplied  through  the  winter,  that  is  at  retail  rates  ?  A.  The 
price  through  the  winter  has  been  86.75. 

Q.  What  was  the  September  quotation  for  coal.  You  bought  this  contract  at 
$4.16  in  July  and  August,  what  were  the  September  prices?  A.  I  think  a  little 
higher. 

Q.  Have  you  any  price  list  that  you  could  give  us  the  abiolute  facts  from  ?  A. 
I  have  not. 

Q.  What  is  your  recollection?  A.  I  recollect  that  they  were  a  little  higher, 
but  1  do  not  think  there  is  any  dealer  in  Toronto  who  shipped  any  coal  of  conse- 
quence but  has  his  prices  made.  The  only  rise  I  know  of,  that  I  had  to  agree  to, 
was  the  rise  of  freight.  If  freight  went  up  I  had  to  pay  the  coat  of  that  raise  of 
freight.  I  closed  my  bargain  and  would  agree  to  pay  the  raise  of  freight  to  get  the 
coal  lor  the  season  at  that  price. 

Q.  They  would  continue  to  deliver,  addingon  only  the  cost  of  increased  freight  ?' 
A.  That  was  the  understanding. 

Q.  Now  after  navigation  closed  what  were  the  prices  charged  by  the  companies 
on  the  other  side  ?  A,  I  never  had  anything  to  do  with  the  cost  of  carriage  on  the 
other  side.  I  had  a  special  rate  with  the  Grand  Trunk  of  75  cents — 60  cents  up  to 
a  certain  time  and  after  that  75  cents.     They  could  not  charge  more  than  that. 

Q.  What  did  a  ton  of  coal  cost  you  in  January  delivered  in  your  yard  ?  A.  I 
do  not  remember  that     It  would  be  more  than  by  vessel. 

Q.  It  would  be  better  if  you  were  able  to  tell  us  the  prices  in  January  than  in 
July,  Tour  coal  cost  you  $4.16  on  the  wharf  in  July.  Now  if  yoa  could  tells  us 
what  that  same  coal  cost  you  say  in  the  month  of  January  delivered  in  your  yard 
under  similar  circumstances,  we  would  know  how  to  reckon  the  profit  ?  A.  I  think 
it  would  cost  something  like  60  cents  more. 
By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  How  much  did  the  retail  prices  go  up  ?  A.  75  cents  more.  Early  in  the 
fall  the  first  rise  was  26  cents  and  then  75. 

Q.  About  what  date  was  the  26  cents  increase  made?  A,  Some  time  ia 
October. 

Q.  Then  there  was  an  increase  of  50  cents  more  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  ?    A.  Some  time  in  December,  I  think. 

Q.  Then  that  made  coal  $6.75  during  the  winter  months?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  has  been  the  price  since,  down  to  the  present  time  ?     A.  Yes. 

<4-  What  class  of  coal  is  sold  at  86.75  ?  A.  The  best  hard  coal  that  comes  to 
Toronto. 

Q.  What  proportion  do  you  get  by  a  vessel  and  by  a  railroad  ?  A.  I  intended 
to  run  20,000  tons  by  vessel,  and  the  rest  I  had  to  run  my  chances  on,  of  getting  by 
railway. 

By  the  Ghairman : 

Q.  The  contract  yon  had  with  Chisholm  and  Parish,  they  only  delivered  half  of 
it.     Had  you  been  dealing  with  them  for  years  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  ttiey  always  carry  out  the  contract  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Had  there  been  any  attempt  in  other  years  of  interfering  with  you  to  pre- 
vent them  selling  you  coal  ?  A.  Yes,  there  were  several  times  I  was  about  to  be 
shut  down  unless  I  got  things  fixed  with  the  Coal  Exchange. 

Q.  Then  you  could  not  get  along  without  going  in  with  them?  A.  No;  I  was 
obliged  to  go  in,  or  shut  down.  I  suppose  they  are  satisfied  now  that  they  have 
accomplished  what  they  wanted. 

Q.  What  is  that  ?    A.  They  have  shut  me  off  from  selling  coal. 
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Q.  Then,  the  effect  has  been  by  interfering  with  these  contracts,  it  has  practically 
shut  you  out  of  business  ?  A.  I  expect  to  go  in  again.  I  think  another  party  will 
furnish  me  with  coal,  but  I  suppose  I  will  be  obliged  to  become  a  member  before  I 
can  go  on. 

Q.  And  not  break  prices  ?     A.  No; 

Q.  You  paid  the  fine  that  they  imposed  upon  you,  on  the  signboard  question? 
A.  Tes. 

Q.  Then  it  was  a  subsequent  difficulty  which  led  to  you  and  the  coal  combina- 
tion separating  ?    A.  It  was  furnishing  coal  to  this  man  Logan  who  was  not  a  member. 

Q.  And  Logan  was  fmnishing  the  city  contract ?  A.  Yes ;  I  sold  a  man  300  or 
400  tons  of  coal,  and  he  sold  it  to  Logan.  They  did  not  give  me  a  chance  to  prove 
that  to  them,  but  they  marked  me  in  default,  and  1  did  not  go  to  right  it,  and  have 
been  out  ever  since. 

Q.  Did  they  punish  you  without  giving  you  a  fair  trial  7  A.  They  found  me  in 
default. 

Q.  Did  they  summon  you  to  appear?  A.  Yes;  I  did  not  appear,  and  they 
marked  me  in  default. 

Q.  The  crime  was  that  you  sold  this  man  some  coal,  who  had  a  city  contract? 
A.  I  sold  to  a  man  named  Dougherty,  and  he  sold  to  Logan. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (Wentworth)  : 

Q.  Then  you  did  not  attend  the  coal  combination  on  their  summons?     A.  No; 
I  did  not  feel  very  well  pleased  about  their  fining  me  $100,  on  what  I  thought  was 
unfair,  and  I  did  not  go  near  them. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Who  was  the  manipulator  in  this  coal  section  ?  Who  got  this  organization, 
and  all  these  matters  arranged  in  this  way  ?  A.  I  think  Mr.  Kogers  and  Mr.  Crane 
were  the  principal  men. 

Q.  What  steps  were  taken  to  work  Burns  ?  A.  I  do  not  know.  I  was  not  pre- 
sent when  he  was  fined. 

Q.  You  have  a  knowledge  of  subsequent  transactions.  Can  you  tell  us  any- 
thing you  know  about  Barns' affairs?     Was  he  a  member  when  you  were  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q,  Yoa  do  not  know  whether  he  is  a  member  now?  A.  No  ;  it  is  along  time 
since  I  was  there. 

Q.  Is  he  an  importer  ?     A.  Yes  ;  he  has  been  one  of  the  biggest  importers  there. 
By  Mr  Bain  (  Wentworth')  : 

Q.  Who  are  yoor  largest  importers  in  Toronto?     A.  Rogers  is  now.  Burns  was. 

Q,  Who  are  the  others  ?     A.  Bailey  is  one. 
By  Mr.  Casgrain : 

Q.  Are  there  any  other  parties  besides  you  who  paid  fines  ?  A,  There  was  Mr. 
Burns,  and  I  think  there  were  others.  I  have  been  there  but  very  little,  and  I  do  not 
know  much  about  it  only  from  hearsay. 

Q,  Are  there  any  other  dealers  in  Toronto  who  are  in  the  same  position  as  you 
are,  that  is  excladet-1  ?  A.  I  do  not  remember  of  any,  unless  they  are  very  small 
ones.  A  number  of  small  ones  have  been  cut  off  because  they  did  not  belong.  Some 
of  them  had  to  pay  8100  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  somewhere  about  $30  to  the 
Coal  Exchange  to  become  a  member,  and  some  of  the  small  dealers  could  not  spare 
that  much  money. 

By  Mr.  Quillet  : 

Q.  They  have  to  be  balloted  for,  and  they  do  not  let  in  any  small  dealers  ?  A. 
There  are  lots  of  small  dealers  who  belong. 

Q.  Were  there  any  objections  to  these  small  dealers  coming  into  the  Exchange? 
A,  I  do  not  think  there  was. 
By  Mr.  Oasgrain  : 

Q.  Does  that  pressure  behind  the  coal  business  come  entirely  from  the  other 
side  of  the  line,  or  is  it  protected  on  this  side  ?    A.  Also  on  this  side,  I  think. 

Q.  The  proprietors  of  the  mines  and  the  dealers  in  Toronto  seem  to  be  com- 
bined?   A.  Yes. 
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By  Mr,  Landry  • 
Q.  You  say  the  parties  came  from  the  other  side  who  originated  this  ?    A.  I  think 
Mr.  Kogers  brought  them  here.    He  has  been  an  American  himself. 
By  Mr.  Oasgrain  : 
Q.  Can  you  suggest  any  means  to  this  Committee  of  getting  rid  of  that  pressure 
from  the  outside  ?    A.  They  are  so  strong,  the  American  companies. 
By  Mr.  Fisher :  ^ 

Q.  Do  you  consider  this  combination  in  Toronto  has  been  of  any  advantage  to 
the  Toronto  dealers  ?  Does  it  help  them  to  keep  up  the  prices  at  which  they  sell  f 
A.  I  do  not  know  why  it  would.  Still,  may  be  it  does.  It  may  help  them  to  keep 
-up  their  prices.  If  they  sold  me  5,000  tons  of  coal  they  could  ask  the  price  and  get 
it.    I  could  not  get  it  anywhere  else. 

Q.  Why  did  the  American  ring  yield  to  representations  from  Toronto  ?  A.  I 
think  that   was  done  partly  to  shut  out  small  importers. 

Q.  What  object  would  it  be  to  the  Americans  ?  A.  The  like  of  Mr.  Rogers 
would  get  the  benefit. 

Q.  But  it  is  not  Mr.  Eogers.     Why  should  the  sellers  in   the  States  object  to 
selling  you  ?    A.  I  think  they  can  keep  up  the  prices  here  better,  if  it  is  in  a  few- 
hands,  rather  than  in  the  hands  of  many. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  They  would  rather  sell  10,000  tons  to  one  man  than  10,000  to  ten  men  ?  A.  Tea, 

By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  Then  you  think  that  Mr.  Eogers  is  one  of  the  American  ring  as  well  as  the 
Toronto  ring  ?  A.  Yes,  I  do.  I  think  this  combination,  that  is,  this  last  combination, 
not  the  old,  has  been  worked  principally  by  Mr.  Rogers  and  Mr.  Bailey. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  What  reason  have  you  for  thinking  that  ?    A.  It  has  been  talked  in  the  coal 
exchange  and  otherwise  that  Mr.  Rogers  brought  this  up.    1  heard  Mr.  Rogers  say 
himself  that  he  was  fetching  about  a  thing  that  would  hold  them  all  fast. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  Did  he  say  he  was  connected  with   the  American   company?    A,  I  do  not 
know  that  he  did  that .     He  said  he  was  going  to   have   something  now  that  was 
legal;  that  the  fine  could  be  collected  by  law. 

Q,  Do  you  know  that  Mr.  Rogers  is  i  aterested  in  coal  on  the  other  side  of  the 
line  ?  A.  I  have  heard  him  say  so . 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  And  he  was  going  to  have  things  fixed  so  that  if  you  were  fined  he  could 
collect  ?  A.  Yes ;  before,  they  could  impose  fines,  and  if  you  were  soft  enough  to 
pay  them  you  could,  but  they  could  not  collect  them.  Some  of  them  paid  rather 
than  have  trouble. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  Was  there  not  a  distribution  of  profits  occasionally  ?    A.  Yes,  they  sold  all 
eontracts,  which  makes  a  big  profit.    That  was  not  carried  on  until  the  new  combine*, 
Q.  You  never  got  a  chance  to  participate  ?    A.  They  owe  me  $300  or   $400   on 
that  now,  and  I  have  not  got  it. 

Q.  It  was  placed  to  your  credit  opposite  fines?    A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Fisher: 
Q.  There  were  no  oaths  in  the  old  combination  ?    A.  No,  I  think  that  is  in   the 
new  combine. 

By  Mr.  Qillmor: 
Q.  Do  you  think  that  the  effect  of  this  combination  has  been  to  put  coal  higjier 
to  the  public?    A.  Yes,  I  think  it  has. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Would  you  be  in  favor  of  free  trade  in   the  distribution   of  coal?    So  that 
every  man  who  chooses  to  make  arrangements  with  the  coal  producers  on  the   other 
side  may  go  and  buy  coal,  and  let  every  man  go  on  his  own  hook  and  do  his  businesK 
as  he  chooses  7    A.  That  is  what  I  am  in  favor  of  in  any  business. 
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Q.  Because  yon  were  not  permitted  to  do  that  you  had  these  troubles  with  the 
coal  section?    A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  WentwortK)  ; 

Q.  How  is  it  with  other  grades  of  coal  ?  Does  this  combination  extend  to  steam 
or  bituminous  coal?     A.  Yes,  I  think  it  has  during  this  last  year. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  form  of  arrangement  on  the  other  side  ?  Is 
there  a  bituminous  coal  ring  ?  A.  I  have  been  told  so,  and  I  think  there  is,  within 
a  year  or  so. 

Q.  Have  there  been  any  business  transactions  that  would  enable  you  to  know  ?' 
A.  Only  that  prices  ran  up  higher  as  a  result. 

Q.  Has  this  arrangement  ;_interfered  with  the  handling  of  soft  coal  too  ?  A. 
Tes,  we  have  had  about  the  same  difficulty  with  soft  as  with  hard  coal. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mine  is  this  that  Mr.  Eogers  is  interested  in,  is  it  hard  or 
soft  coal  ?  A.  It  is  hard,  but  I  think  he  is  interested  in  soft  coal  as  well,  I  heard 
BO,  but  I  do  not  know. 


William  Bell,  sworn.  "^ 

By  the  Chairman  ; 

Q.  Give  your  name,  address,  and  occupation  ?  A.  William  Bell,  real  estate 
and  coal  merchant,  159  Dundas  street,  Toronto. 

Q.  How  many  classes  are  there  in  your  coal  section  ?  A.  I  think  two  classes. 
There  is  what  they  call  the  small  and  the  large  dealers. 

Q.  Who  are  the  importers?     A.  The  larger  men. 

Q.  Who  regulates  the  affairs  of  the  association  ?  A.  I  am  a  member,  and  it  is 
the  Executive  Committee  composed  I  think  of  9  members. 

Q.  How  is  that  constituted  ?  A.  Five  are  large  dealers  and  4  small.  I  think 
the  old  arrangement  called  for  7,  but  the  small  dealers  thought  they  had  not  a  large 
enough  representation,  and  they  had  it  raised.  In  the  first  arrangement  they  only 
had  2  small  dealers.  Five  large  and  2  small  dealers  it  was.  Subsequently  we  got 
it  raised  to  4  and  5  ;  4  against  5,  giving  the  large  dealers  I  of  a  majority.  «f 

By  Mr.  Fisher: 

Q.  You  are  a  small  dealer  ?    A,  Yes,  although  we  imported  last  year. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  You  all  import  ?     A.  No,  not  all. 
By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  Did  you  encounter  any  difficulty  in  importing  ?  A.  I  imported  this  year 
for  the  first  time,  and  I  was  unfortunate  this  year,  but  I  reckoned  it  was  on  account 
of  obstructions  on  the  railways  on  the  other  side. 

Q.  Was  there  any  tendency  on  the  part  of  importers  to  keep  others  from 
importing  ?  A.  No,  I  cannot  say  that  there  was.  Of  course  I  can  well  understand 
the  smaller  dealets  rising  so  as  to  import  their  coal.  They  would  sooner  sell  to 
them  themselves. 

Q.  On  what  terms  did  they  sell  to  small  dealers  ?    A.  Sometimes  they  allowed 
small  dealers  50  cents.    In  1886  we  got  it  raised  to   81.00  through  representations.   , 
In  1887  they  reduced  it  25  cents,  leaving  small  dealers  75  cents. 

Q.  They  bound  you  to  sell  at  their  prices?  A.  The  way  the  association  i» 
constituted  he  cannot  get  any  coal  without  he  becomes  a  member. 

Q.  The  association  regulates  the  price  at  which   he  shall  sell  ?    A.   Yes. 

Q.  And  the  Executive  Committee  have  a  majority  of  importers  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  does  that  mean  ?    A.  That  they  regulate  the  prices. 

Q.  And  that  they  would  control  all  the  business  ?  A.  Yes.  The  small  dealers 
reckon  that  it  is  hardly  worth  while  in  the  raising  of  prices  for  them  to  be  there. 
They  only  receive  75  cents  per  ton,  and  that  is  all  the  benefit  they  get. 
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By  Mr.  Fisher : 
Q.  The  small  dealer  has  to  get  the  coal  from  the  large   dealer,  and    deliver  it  ? 
i..  Yes,  he  has  to  get  from  their  yards  or  cars. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Then,  if  you  get  it  from  the  yard,  the  importer  saves  the  difference  of  cost 
if  cartape  to  his  yard  ?     A.  Tes. 

Q.  You  do  not  get  any  allowance  for  that?    A.  No. 

Q.  What  does  it  cost  you  to  deliver  after  buying  from  the  large  dealer  ?  A.  My" 
^aid  is  in  the  out-lying  districts.  Sometimes  .we  take  it  out  of  the  yard,  if  it  ia 
icreened.  If  we  take  from  the  cars,  we  take  to  our  own  yard,  and  screen  it  there, 
3n  an  average  it  costs  us  about  50  cents  to  deliver.  Some  yards  nearer  the  centre  of 
the  city  it  would  not  cost  more  than  30  or  40  cents. 
By  Mr.  Fisher : 

Q.  That  will  alter  your  profits  to  25 cents?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  are  your  profits  when  you  import  for  yourself.  When  you  imported 
this  year  what  prices  had  you  it  delivered  to  you  at  ?  A.  About  August  or  the 
latter  end  of  July  I  purchased  my  coal.  On  the  other  side,  in  Buffalo,  it  was  about 
13.84.  We  reckoned  the  freights  at  60  cents,  and  cartage  40  cents.  Where  I  was  getting 
this  delivered  was  nearer  to  my  yards  than  previously.  Screening  15  cents  and  loss  and 
shortage  15  cents.  We  reckoned  we  would  lose  on  shortage  10  cents.  That  amounts  to 
S5.14. 

Q.  At  what  price  were  you  selling  them  ?     A.  Most  of  it  at  $6.00. 

Q.  That  gave  you  a  profit  of  86  cents,  as  against  Z5  if  you  bought  from  the  largd 
importers?    A.  Yes. 

By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  This  was  what  came  by  cars?    A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  ; 

Q.  Did  that  include  cartage  to  your  customers?  A.  No.  Taken  from  the  cars 
we  had  to  team  it  to  our  own  yards. 

Q.  This  cartage  cost  you  40  cents?  A.  That  is,  delivered  in  my  own  yard  I  think 
it  would  cost  that. 

By  Mr.  McKay  ; 

Q.  Mr.  Eogers  said  it  cost  him  10  cents  to  get  to  his  yard.  A.  He  can  take 
directly  into  the  yard.  Yessel  coal  comes  less  than  that.  In  the  early  part  of  the 
j^ear  freights  are  light. 

By  the  Chairman  :  .  . 

Q.  Mr.  Bell  has  a  statement  here  of  coal  purchases  from  other  dealois,  giving 
the  cjal  on  contract  from  the  yard.     From  B.  Eogers  &  Co.,  34.''5  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  W<intworth)  :  . 

Q.  Perhaps  we  could  continue  that  statement,  and  the  witness  would  giveus 
prices  right  into  January?  A.  I  may  state  that  as  we  made  the  contract  with 
Parish  &  Chisholm,  three  of  us  went  in  together  to  get  reduced  rates  on  large 
juantities.  This  would  be  a  10,000  ton  lot,  We  got  the  coal,  and  it  was  delivered 
to  us  until  about  the  time  of  the  exhibition,  when  our  coal  was  stopped,  and  thea 
[  had  to  make  arrangements  with  other  dealers,  and  it  was  a  kind  of  an  obligation 
for  me  to  get  it  from  them.  I  had  taken  orders,  and  found  I  could  not  supply  them 
without  going  to  other  dealers.  I  got  some  from  Mr.  Eogers.  I  think  1  started  in 
November  or  December.  , 

Q.  When  did  you  next  begin  to  import  direct  ?     A.  Here  lately,  about  a  montti 

Q.  You  are  not  able  to  give  us  any  of  Parish  &  Ohisholm's  figures  lately  ?  A. 
They  have  kind  of  backed  out  of  their  arrangement  when  they  fouri>l  tbey  could  not 
supply  us,  but  they  promised  to  give  us  so  many  cars  at  the  old  figures.  Of  course 
we  had  to  pay  the  extra  freight  on  it.  That  is  the  way  we  had  to  do.  We  found  it 
was  no  use  going  to  law  to  compel  them  to  do  so.  We  would  only  lose  money  going 
l)ack  and  forward. 

Q.  What  is  the  increased  cost  of  freight  ?    A.  About  10  cents  a  ton. 
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Q.  What  is  the  last  quotation  you  are  able  to  give  us  from  Parish  &  Chisholm  ? 
A.  I  have  none  recently. 

Q.  You  have  been  handling  this  10,000  ton  contract  throughout?  A.  Yes, 
■when  we  did  not  get  the  coal  from  them  we  got  it  from  others.  I  wanted  to  keep 
up  to  my  obligations,  although  under  loss.  We  got  some  by  vessel,  but  we  had  to 
pay  a  very  heavy  price  for  that.     Freight  raised  and  we  were  pat  about  greatly, 

Q.  What  time  did  you  get  this  by  vessel  ?    A.  November,  I  think.    I  had  not 
taken  any  from  a  vessel  before  that.    I  conld  not  get  it  unloaded  fast  enough. 
Q.  Then  it  is  only  from  other  dealers  you  can  give  us  prices  ?    A.  Yes. 
Q.  Who  is  the  president  of  the  coal  section  now  ?    A.  Mr.  Whitesides. 
Q.  Is  he  an  importer  ?    A.  No,  a  retailer. 

Q.  Is  the  president  generally  a  retailer  ?    A.  Yes,  for  the  last  two  years. 
Q.  How  does  it  happen?    Do  the  importers  arrange  it  that  way  ?    A.  I  suppose 
they  do.     If  they  went  for  one  of  their  own  men  they  could  carry  it. 
By  the  C  hairman  : 
Q.  Who  had  called  that  meeting  ?    A.  The  Chairman    of  the  Executive.     Of 
course  that  was  the  monthly  meeting.  ' 

Q.  Was  that  the  regular  meeting?     A.  That  was  the  regular  meeting. 
Q.  Not  of  the  Executive  Committee  ?    A.  No. 

Q.  Who  are  the  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  now  ?  A.  To  the  best  of 
zay  knowledge  I  think  it  is  composed  of  Mr.  Whitesides,  Mr.  Eogers,  Mr.  Gibson  and 
Mr.  Bailey.  1  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Keith  is  on  the  Committee  or  not,  I  forget  some 
of  the  dealers'  names. 

Q.  Does  Mr.  Gibson  represent  the  Conger  Coal  Company?  A.  Yes,  Mr.  Bailey, 
Mr.  Eogers,  I  don't  know  that  Mr.  Keith  is  on,  I  am  not  sure,  I  don't  think  he  is.  I 
am  not  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee  now.     I  was. 

Q.  Yon  are  not  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee  ?  A.  No,  not  at  the 
present  time. 

Q.  What  is  ycur  opinion  as  to  this  coal  arrangement  ?    Do  you  think  it  would 
be  better  to  have  a  trade  arrangement  or  organization  ?    A.  Well,  speaking  as  a  coal 
man,  I  believe  it  is  better  to  have  seme  kind   of  an  organization  though  you  might . 
not  have  the  rules  so  strongas  they  are. 

Q.  Do  yon  approve  of  this  organization,  this  section  as  organized  under  the 
Boaid  ol  Trade  ?     A.  The  only  thing  I  disagree  with  is  the  oath. 

Q.  Who  was  it  promulgated  lhis  plan  of  putting  them  all  under  oath?  Ai 
I  think  it  was  the  importers,  the  members  of  the  Executive.  Itwas  imposed  I  think 
by  the  Executive. 

Q.  It  was  done  by  the  Executive  ?    A.  Yes. 
Q.  Were  ycu  on  the  Executive  at  that  time  ?    A.  I  was, 
Q.  Did  jou  oppose  that  ?    A.  No,  I  took  eo  active  part  in  it. 
Q.  You  don't 'approve  of  it  r.ow  ?    A,  Not  of  that,  although  I   had  to  take  the 
obligation,  every  man  did  it. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Weniworth'j  : 
Q.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  obligation,  is  it  cot  a  solemn  obligation  or  affidavit? 
A.  It  is  a  statutoiy  declaration. 

Q.  It  is  not  absolutely  an  oath  ?    A.I  took  it  as  an  oath  myself. 
Q.  It  is  practically  an  affidavit  ?     A.  Yes  ;  I  looked  on  it  in   that  light,   and  I 
took  it  in  that  light. 

Q.  Yon  have  to  sign  a  declaration  in  taking  it  ?  A.  The  secretary  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive had  to  go  round  to  the  members,  to  their  offices  to  get  them  to  sign  it, 

Q.  Is  it  taken  before  a  magistrate  ?  A.  No,  I  don't  think  it ;  it  is  before  a  Com- 
missioner. I  think  he  made  arrangements  that  eome  one  official  should  go  round  to 
the  offices,  I  don't  know  who  the  man  was. 

Q.  It  was  declared  before  an  official  who  could  give  it  the  legal  statutory  effect? 
A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Qillmor  : 
Q.  You  say  that  is  about  the  only  objection  you  have  to  this  arrangement  1    A. 
Tes ;  I  objected  to  it  strongly  on  that. 
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Q.  Tou  say  otherwise  it  might  be  to  your  advantage  ?     A..  Yes,  I  think  speak- 
ing as  a  coal  man  I  do. 

Q.  Then  if  it  is  desirable  without  the  oath,  why  is  it  not  undesirable  that  yoa 
have  1o  subscribe  to  the  rules  that  constitute  this  combination  ?     A.  It  is   not  every 
one  that  like  to  be  bound.     They  are  willing  to  volunteer  and  think  that  their  word 
ought  to  be  sufficient.    That  is  why  I  look  upon  it  as  I  do. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  WentwortK) : 
Q.  It  appears  that  with  some  the  oath  would  not  hold  them  ?    A.  There  was   a 
good  deal  of  trouble  there.     There  is  no  doubt,  sir.     I  suppose  that  is   one  of  the 
reasons  that  this  obligation  was  put  in  force.     It  was  on  aooonnt  that  they  could  not 
keep  the  greater  part  of  them  in  trim  and  keep  them  up  to  the  rules. 
By  Mr.  Fisher : 

Q.  Why  is  it  you  want  to  have  an  organization  ?  A.  Well,  before  I  was  in  the 
trade — and  they  discuss  this  matter  amongst  themselves — they  used  to  cut  the  prices 
to  such  an  extent  that  two  or  three  men  in  the  trade  were  ruined  through  it,  one 
man  especially,  and  we  had  been  told,  whether  true  or  not,  that  the  same  men  who 
broke  these  prices  would  every  two  or  three  years  go  over  to  the  other  side  and  ajet 
a  certain  amount  of  their  indebtedness  to  the  miners  struck  oflf  and  start  frech.  The 
honest  dealer  could  not  contend  with  such  as  that. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  An  organization  for  men  interested  in  the  same  business  you  consider  a  good 
thing,  that  is  a  legitimate  organization  for  men  in  the  same  line  of  business  for  vari- 
ous  purposes  is  a  good  thing,  but  do  you  believe  in  taking  an  oath  to  keep  up  prices 
and  being  bound  by  a  solemn  obligation  in  that  way  ?  A.  No ;  I  don't  believe  in  the 
oath  busioesB  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  Tou  believe  in  keeping  up  prices  ?    A.  Yes,  sir. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Suppose  a  poor  woman  comes  along  and  yon  are  supposed  to  give  her  coal  a 
little  cheaper,  say  less  than  cost,  how  would  you  accomplish  it,  how  would  you  do  it 
Tinder  the  obligatioTi  ?  A.  It  is  an  easy  matter  to  get  over  that.  Pat  yonr  hand  in 
your  pocket  and  give  it  to  her  and  let  her  buy  it.  That  is  the  way  I  v>'ould  do  it 
before  I  would  break  the  oath. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  Is  there  any  other  object  in  this  association  except  in  the  keeping  up  of 
prices  and  preventing  cutting?     A.  No;  I  don't  think  there  is. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  connection  this  organization  has  with  the  organization 
in  the  United  States,  that  is  the  organization  of  sellers  ?  A.  No.  Of  course  they 
won't  sell  to  you  on  the  other  side  without  they  understand  that  you  are  a  member 
of  the  Coal  Branch . 

Q.  What  advanlage  is  that  to  them  7  A.  Well,  I  suppose  it  is  jast  to  protect 
them  in  the  way  I  have  just  stated,  that  is  that  these  parties  can't  go  over  year  after 
year  and  ask  them  to  cut  off  a  certain  amount.  It  will  protect  them  in  that  I  think. 
That  is  the  only  way  I  can  see. 

Q,  Do  they  impose  any  other  conditions  except  that  your  refail  price  shall  be 
kept  up?  A.  They  want  us  to  keep  up  the  prices  whatever  is  made,  iiod  of  course 
they  are  aware  too  that  the  Executive  Committee  regulate  these  pncei-,  and  wo  are 
bound  to  keep  up  these  prices. 

Q,  You  are  not  bound  in  any  other  way  except  to  keep  the  prices  up  ?  A; 
That  is  all 

Q.  They  allow  you  to  do  anything  else  you  like  ?  A.  Yes,  I  do  not  think  there 
is  any  other  rule  or  clause  in  their  agreement  than  that. 

Q.  Is  there  an  agreement  between  them  and  you?  A.  No;  it  was  only  verbal. 
There  is  no  agreement.  I  supposed  that  there  would  have  been,  only  they  knew  that 
I  was  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee  at  that  time. 

Q.  What  I  mean  is  :  is  there  any  other  agreement  between  your  association  and 
theirs  except  the  prices  to  be  kept  up  ?    A.  No,  sir,  not  that  I  am  aware  of. 
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By  Mr.  Bain  (^Wenl worth)  : 
Q.  Does  your  association  furnish  them  with  a  list  of  members  in  good   standing 
to  whom  they  shall  only  sell.    That  is,  do  they    furnish    the   American  anthracite 
coal  dealers  with  a  list  of  members  of  the  association  in  good   standing  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Ard  the  American  coal  men  will,  as  a  rule,  only  sell  to  these  men?  Is  that 
a  fact  ?    A.  Yes;  that  is  a  fact,  sir. 

Q.  Then  if  yoo  struck  a  man  off  your  list  the  result  will  be  that  he  could  not  ob- 
tain coal  from  another  party  without  their  knowledge,  they  would  refuse  to  sell  to  him 
direct?  A.  Yes.  If  there  is  a  breach  made  by  any  member  of  course  our  secretary 
is  authorized  to  notify  the  other  side.    Of  course  we  are  supposed  to  do  that. 

Q.  Were  you  formerly  a  member  of  the  organization  before  it  was  made  a  branch 
of  the  Board  of  Trade— at  wtiose  instance  was  that  organization  started,  was  it 
started  here  or  on  the  other  side  ?  A.  Before  we  became  connected  with  the  Board 
of  Trade  we  were  organized,  but  had  no  connection  or  had  nothing  to  doi  with  the 
Board  of  Trade. 

Q.  The  idea  was  to  make  it  a  more  solid  organization,  as  a  branch  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  ?  A.  Yes ;  Eogers  &  Go,  and  the  importers  advised  us  to  become  members 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  we  agreed  to  do  so. 

Q.  Have  the  American  Anthracite  Association  anything  to  do  with  that  directly 
or  indirectly  ?     A.  Well,  I  would  not  like  to  say. 

Q.  You  don't  know  ?  A.  No ;  I  don't  know.  You  see,  being  a  small  dealer,  of 
course  there  was  a  ring  within  a  ring,  and  the  small  dealers  were  kept  out  of  a 
great  deal  of  information  that  the  importers  knew. 

Q.  It  was  the  large  shippers  that  handled  that  ?    A.  Yes. 

By  the  Char  man  : 
Q.  You  have  a  coal  section  and  an  Executive  Committee,  the  majority  of  which 
are  importers ;  do  you  know  that  the  ring  that  you  say  is  within  the  ring  have  been 
controlling  matters  very  largely  outside  of  your  local  organization  of  which  you  are 
allmembeis,  iheee  importers  ?    A.  I  believe  that  it  was  the  large  dealers  that  had 
something  to  do  witti  the  fetching  of  the  men  frOm  the  other  side  to   start  the  orgsi- 
nization.     At  least  we  believe  that.     Of  course  we  had  nothing  to  say,  but  we  hav^ 
always  been  under  that  impression. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  You  really  know  nothing  about  the  ring  within   the  ring  you  spoak  of  of 
your  own  personal  knowledge  ?     A.  No  ;  it  was  of  course  supposition  on  our  part. 

Q.  You  know  nothing   about  it  ?    A.  Of  course  I  was   sent  there  by  the  small 
dealers  to  watch  our   intere3t8.    I  represented  the  small  dealers  on    the  Executive 
CJommittee.    Of  course  we  sometimes  didn't  think  we  were  well   treated — the  small 
dealers — in  the  way  of  prices  and  one  thing  and  another,  as  we  had  a  right  to. 
By  the  Ghairman  : 
Q.  You  know  the   importers  did  as  they  pleased  ?     A,  They  were  in  the  ma- 
jority.   They  ruled  and  we  had  to  do  just  as  they  said. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  That  does  not  show  in  any  way  that   they  had   an    agreement  or  a  ring 
amongst  themselves  ?    A.  We  generally  thought   and   we  believed   that  they  had 
meetings,  becau.-<e  everything  was  cut  and  dried  when  they  came  there. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  You  were  satisfied  that  they  had  ?    A.  We  believed  that  there   was  a  gbod 
deal  of  that  done.    Things  were  cut  and  dried  before  we  met  and   we    were  in   the 
minority  as  there  wan  always  one  of  a  majority  against  us.     Now,  as  to  the   regula- 
tion of  the  prices,  we  thought  there  was  no  use  of  our  being   there,   beoauHe   in   the 
first  place  we  did  not  make  anything.     If  they  raised  the  price  we  would  not   make 
anything  because  we  would  not  get  a  better  rate  from  the  large  dealer,  and  if  there 
was  a  rise  in  the  price  the  benefit  would  go  to  the  large  dealer. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth) : 
Q.  That  applied  to  those  who  did  not  import  for  themselves?    A.  Yes.    In  the 
first  place  we  were  only  allowed  76  cents  and  we  contended  that  the  small  dealer 
iad  a  right  to  a  dollar. 
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Q.  You  had  a  dollar  at  one  time?     A.  We  had  a  dollar  at  one   time.     That  is 
the  year  before  last,  and  we  thought  that  they  had  no  right  to  reduce  it. 
Q.  Ever  since  that  it  has  been  75  cents  ?    A.  Yes. 

Ey  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Which  causes  a  good  deal  of  dissatisfaction  ?    A.    Yes.    There  is   no  doubt 
that  the  smaller  dealer  thinks  himself  harshly  dealt  with. 

Q.  Do  you  pay  the  same  price  that  you  pay  to  the  importers  taking  their  coal 
from  the  car  as  you  do  the  screened  coal  taken  from  the  yard  ?  A.  Ves  ;  I  did  one 
year,  and  when  I  came  to  understand  the  thing  I  did  not  do  it.  I  would  take  it  from, 
the  yard — screened  coal. 

Q.  Suppose  you  take  it  from  the  car,  how  much  less  do  they  allow  you  ?  A. 
Well,  I  am  not  taking  any  now.  They  would  allow  me  only  75  cents.  That  is, 
without  I  made  a  special  arrangement. 

Q.  Juet  charge  the  same  ?  A.  Yes.  Take  75  cents  off.  Of  course,  I  had  a 
special  arrangement  there  with  them. 

Q.  This  last  year  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  came  they  to  make  a  special  arrangement  in  the  face  of  the  constitu- 
i,ion  ?     A.  They  did  it  all  right. 

Q.  You  bought  from  Rogers  at  $4  95,  when  was  that  ?  A.  I  think  that  is  tha 
latter  end  of  November. 

Q.  On  a  bargain  you  had  made  with  him?     A.  Yes. 

Q,  That  bargain  expired,  what  did  you  pay  him  then  ?  A.  They  rose  the  price 
1o  $6.00. 

Q.  They  raised  the  price  a  dollar  and  five  cents?  A.  Raised  the  price  a  dollar 
and  five  cents,  and  I  had  to  pay  very  nearly  $300  more  than  I  expectefl. 

Q,  And  then  you  got  some  from  Rue  &  Company  for  $5.42  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  About  what  time  were  these  ?  A.  This  would  be,  I  think,  about  the  latter 
end  of  November  that  i  got  it  from  Rogers.  It  Would  be  the  latter  end  of  October, 
I  think,  that  I  made  an  arrangement  with  Rogers  lor  a  thousand  tons,  and  in 
December  1  ran  over  the  amount,  but  in  January  I  thought  he  was  continuing  tha 
same  price,  but  I  got  a  bill  and  found  that  he  had  put  it  up  from  $4  95  to  $6. 

Q.  That  is  a  dollar  and  five  cents  advance  ?  A.  Yes ;  and  then  I  had  to  haul  it 
from  the  east  yard  and  that  made  $6.65. 

Q.  Wnat  do  you  think  was  the  cause  of  that  ?  A.  I  don't  know  whether  it  was 
interfering  in  election  matters  or  not,  but  I  suppose  that  had  something  to  do  with 
that.  He  took  it  out  of  my  pocket;  he  made  me  suffer.  He  clapped  on  over  $300 
that  I  did  not  expect  to  pay.  He  had  not  charged  it  before  when  I  had  overrun  th© 
contract,  and  I  thought  it  would  continue  on  that  and  when  I  got  the  bill  in  January 
I  found  that  I  was  charged  during  the  month  at  16, 

Q.  In  November  he  put  it  at  the  same  price  ;  he  did  not  charge  more?  A.  In 
December  I  got  30  or  40  tons  over  the  1,000  tons,  and  he  did  not  put  on  the  extra 
amount.  I  got  it  at  the  same  figure,  but  when  I  got  my  January  bill  I  found  that  I 
had  been  charged  $6  instead  of  $4.95. 

Q.  He  advanced  it  a  dollar  and   five   cents  a  ton  ?    A.  Yes;  that   is  one  case 
where  they  took  advantage  of  the  small  dealer. 
By  Mr,  Bain  : 

Q.  Do  the  rules  of  your  association  allow  that  sort  of  thing?  A.  Well,  I  sup- 
pose the  association  has  been  a  kind  of  disorganized  lately. 

Q.  There  have  been  symplons  of  breaking  up  again  ?  A.  Well,  I  don't  know. 
There  is  some  dissatisfaction,  I  suppose,  it  is  liard  to  say  what  will  come. 

Q.  You  did  not  buy  from  the  Americans  in  1886  ?  A.  I  think  it  was  about  the 
same  figure,  I  think  so. 

By  Mr.  McKay  : 

,Q.  The  selling  price  was  the  same  in  1887  as  it  was  1886.  The  Canaiian  im- 
porter would  pay  no  more  for  it  ?  A.  No ;  I  think  it  was  higher  iu  1887  thaa  it  was 
an  1886.    Yes,  1  think  it  was  a  little  higher. 
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By  the  Chairman  ; 
Q.  In  the  early  part  of  the  season  was  it  higher  ?    A.  In  the  early  part  of  the 
year  I  think  it  was  a  little  higher,     I  think  it  was  a  little  higher  all  the  year  roand 
than  it  was  the  year  before  last.    That  is  ihe  best  of  my  belief. 
By  Mr.  Macdougall  : 
Q.  This  price,  $3.84  at  Buffalo,  was  that  the  long  ton    or  the   short  ton?    A. 
A  ton  of  2,00U  pounds. 


C.  C.  Eat,  sworn. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  What  is  your  residence?    A.  Ottawa. 
Q.  What  is  jour  occupation  ?    A.  Coal  merchant,  both  Toronto  and  Ottawa. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  coal  business  in  Ottawa  ?    A.  Four  years, 

Q.  How  long  in  Toronto?     A.  This  is  the  first  year. 

Q.  This  is  your  first  year  in  Toronto  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Where  do  you  purchase  your  coal  from?    A.  The   coal   companies  on   the- 
ether  side. 

Q.  They  are  the  same  agents  for  Toronto  as  for  Ottawa  ?    A.  Yes.    We  always 
_get  our  coal  in  bulk  from  one  firm  or  one  concern. 

Q.  What  company  is  that  ?  A.  The  Delaware,  Lackawanna  and  Western  Eail- 
"way  Company. 

Q.  They  are  both  coal  miners  and  coal  carriers,  are  they  ?  A.  I  don't  know.  I 
simply  know  we  buy  coal  from  them  through  their  agents. 

Q.  Which  agent  do  you  do  business  with  ?     Q.  Three  or  four  different  ones, 

Q.  At  which  place  ?    A.  New  York,  Syracuse,  Dtica,  Oswego  and  Buffalo. 

Q.  Are  the  prices  uniform  from  these  different  agents — that  is  on  the  same  day  t 
A.  That  depends  on  where  you  buy  the  coal.  The  prices  are  not  the  same  at  thes© 
different  points,  because  some  points  are  farther  from  the  point  of  production  than 
others. 

Q.  What  is  the  point  where  they  deliver  to  you — do  they  deliver  right 
into  Ottawa  or  do  you  buy  it  delivered  at  some  other  point?  A.  Sometimes  we  buy 
it  delivered  here,  and  sometimes  we  buy  it  at  their  shipping  points  at  the  lake  ports, 

Q.  What  lake  ports?  A.  Oswego.  We  have  bought  it  at  Prescott.  No;  I 
don't  think  we  have  taken  delivery  of  it  at  Prescott  either. 

Q.  What  portions  of  it  do  you  get  when  you  get  it,  does  it  come  all  the  way 
through  by  water  to  Ottawa  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  get  it  all  in  by  rail  ?  A.  We  get  it  just  as  we  can  get  it  to  the  best 
advantage,  and  we  get  it  during  the  seasons  of  the  year  that  they  can  supply  us  with 
coal,  and  they  may  be  able  to  supply  us  from  one  point  and  not  from  another. 

Q.  This  last  year  how  did  you  get  most  of  your  coal  into  Ottawa,  that  is  this  last 
season  ?    A.  To  Ottawa  ? 

Q.  Yes  ?    A.  The  bulk  of  it  came  by  rail  last  season. 

Q.  How  did  you  get  it  into  Toronto?     A.  By  water.     The  bulk  of  it  by  water. 

Q.  How  many  tons  did  you  handle  in  Toronto  during  the  season,  have  you  any 
idea?     A.  I  don't  know  that  I  can  tell.     I  am  not  in  Toronto  myself.     lam   here. 
My  partner  is  in  Toronto  and  I  could  not  tell  the  quantity  of  coal  we  sold  last  year, 
but  I  suppose  it  would  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  probably  10,000  to  15,000  tons. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (Weniworth)  : 

Q.  Is  that  hard  coal  or  all  kinds  of  coal  ?    A.  Hard  coal  I  am  speaking  of  now. 
Something  over  10,000  tons  I  think. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  Cartage  Company  of  Ottawa  ?     A.  Yes,  sir. 

y.  Who  organized  that  ?     A.  The  present  mem bers  of  the  company. 

Q.  Who  are  they  ?  A.  Well  you  have  all  the  information  have  you  not?  Yoa 
Jiave  the  minute  book. 
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Mr.  Bain  (Wentworth). — I  would  hardly  repeat  that. 

Witness. — As  I  understaBd,  you  have  the  minute  books  and  you  have  had  tha 
secretary  here,  and  not  only  that  but  you  have  had  all  the  books  of  the  company. 

Q.  Who  are  the  members  of  the  incorporated  company?  A.  Must  I  answer 
these  qustions  7 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  How  many  members  are  there  ?    A.  Am  I  obliged  to  answer  these  ques- 
lioBS  ?    If  I  am  of  course  I  am  quite  willing  to  do  it. 

Q.  I  think  that  this  question  is  a  proper  one  to  answer.  How  many  members 
are  there  of  the  incorporated  company  7  A.  1  could  not  tell  you  without  seeing  the 
stock  list. 

Q.  When  it  was  organized  were  you  a  stockholder  ?    A.  I  was  not. 

Q.  Were  you  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  company  ?  A.  I  was.  I  had  to  do 
■with  the  organizing  of  the  company. 

Q.  But  your  name  did  not  appear  as  a  stockholder  7  A.  A  new  company  was 
organized. 

Q.  What  part  did  you  take  in  the  organization  of  it  then  7  A.  T  took  part  that 
any  of  the  others  did,  1  got  the  company  formed . 

Q.  You  were  not  a  member  of  it  yourself?    A.  Not  at  the  time. 

Q.  How  was  that  ?    A.  Simply  because  I  was  not. 

Q.  Did  other  men  go  into  the  company  and  yon  not  going  in  yourself  7     A.  We 
left  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  our  solicitor. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Waitworth)  ; 

Q.  Are  you  one  of  the  active  controlling  members  of  the  organization  here,  or 
simply  a  quiet  partner  ?    A.  I  am  one  of  the  active  members. 

Q.  Who  is  the  president  of  the  company  ?    A.  Mr.  Butterworth. 

Q.  Tou  have,  as  a  secretary  treasurer,  Mr.  Larmonth  7    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  are  the  other  members  ^of  the  Board  ?  A.  Mr.  McCullongh  and 
myself. 

Q.  How  many  members  are  there  on  the  Board  ?     A.  I  think  there  are  six  ? 

Q.  Who  are  they  ?  A.  As  I  say,  I  cannot  say  without  looking  at  the  books. 
The  stock  may  have  been  changed. 

Q.  The  members  of  the  Board  ?  A.  They  are  all  members.  All  the  members 
of  the  company  are  members  of  the  Board. 

Q.  They  are  all  on  the  Board  of  Directors?  A.  Yes.  I  don't  think  there  has 
ever  been  an  executive  committee  appointed,  if  my  memory  serves  me. 

Q.  Yon  are  on  the  Board  ?     A.  I  am. 

Q.  Surely  you  know  the  members  of  the  Board  ?  A.  The  men  may  have 
changed.  If  a  man  assigned  his  stock  he  would  no  longer  be  a  member  of  the  Board. 
I  mention  McCnilotgh  and  myself  who  are  the  principal  members  of  the  Board. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  new  faces  at  acy  recent  meeting  ?  A.I  haven't  been  at 
any  formal  meeting  for  a  long  time. 

Q.  You  don't  require  to  meet  very  often  ?    A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  a  partner  in  your  coal  business  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  is  his  name?     A.  Cowan. 

Q.  Have  you  any  partner  in  the  business  here  7    A.  Cowan. 

Q.  Is  he  a  shareholder  in  this  company  ?    A.  He  is. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  The  firm  is  Cowan  &  Bay  ?    A.  The  firm  is  C.  C.  Bay  &  Company. 

Q.  You  are  an  individual  stockholder  and  he  is  another?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Is  Cowan  in  the  Ottawa  firm  ?    A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Boyle : 

Q.  You  have  fome  24  or  25  shares  haven't  you?  A.  Eeally  I  cannot  tell  you 
iow  many  I  have  got . 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  much  Cowan  and  Bay  have  together  ?  A.  I  do  not  know. 
I  don't  remember  the  amount  of  the  shares . 
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By  the  Chairman  ■• 

Q.  Yoa  don't  seem  to  know  much  about  the  company  ?  A.  Yes,  I  know  con- 
siderable. The  amount  of  the  shares  1  don't  remember.  I  can  tell  yoa  how  much 
stock  I  hold  in  the  company. 

Q.  How  much  stock  do  you  hold?     A.  $5,000  >yorth. 
By  Mr.  Boyle : 

Q.  Do  you  remember  how  much  th^  entire  capital  of  the  company  is  ?  A. 
$15,000  is  the  capital  of  the  Cartage  Company. 

Q.  All  paid  up  ?    A.  Tee. 

Q.  Some  of  these  things  the  secretary  has  said  and  informed  us  thoroughly  upon  ? 
A.  I  say  this,  I  believe  it  is  all  paid  up. 

Q.  Was  it  all  paid  in  cash,  or  certain  assets  ?  A.  In  cash,  if  my  memory  serves 
me. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Did  you  loan  the  company  money  ?    A.  Yes . 

Q.  How  much  ?  A.  I  cannot  tell  you.  We  have  loaned  them,  or  borrowed  for 
the  company  to  carry  on  business  which  has  amounted  to  a  large  amount  at  times. 

Q.  Does  the  company  borrow  money  on  its  own  responsibility  ?  A.  We  endorse. 
All  the  members  of  the  company  endorse  as  security,  and  really,  the  members  of  the 
company  supply  the  Cartage  Company  with  funds  to  carry  on  their  business. 

Q.  Did  you  loan  them  money  in  any  other  way  besides  endorsing  their  notes  ? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  In  what  other  way  ?     A.  Cash. 

Q.  How  much  did  you  loan  them  ?  A.  I  cannot  tell  now.  At  different  times 
whatever  we  had  to  spare. 

Q.  Did  any  other  member. of  the  company  loan  cash?  A.  Yes,  Mr.  Lar month's 
books  will  show  all  that. 

Q.  The  stock  of  the  company  is  815,000?  A.  That  is  the  nominal  stock  of  the 
company  for  doing  the  cartage  business.  Pare  and  simple,  that  is  the  stock  foi" 
doing  carting. 

Q.  That  is,  the  Cartage  Company  does  all  the  business.  They  do  all  the  coal 
business.  They  take  your  invoices — what  do  they  do  with  them  ?  A.  You  havd 
the  invoices  here. 

Q.  I  am  asking  yon  when  you  purchase  some  coal,  what  do  you  do  with  youir 
invoices?    A,  I  keep  them. 

Q.  Do  you  hand  them  over  to  the  Cartage  Company  ?  A.  I  hand  the  coal  over 
to  the  company.     I  have  a  duplicate  invoice  and  I  hand  it  over. 

Q.  Who  pays  the  amount  of  the  invoice  ?  A.  I  pay  it — our  firm  pays  it.  The 
Cartage  Company  pays  us, 

Q.  That  is  difierent  from  what  your  secretary  has  sworn  here  ?  A.  He  has 
made  a  mistake. 

Q.  How  do  you  do  with  those  who  are  not  in  the  incorporated  company  ?  A: 
They  pay  their  own  bills  and  the  Cartage  Company  pay  them  for  what  coal  they 
import. 

Q.  Thompson  says  he  hands  over  the  invoices  and  the  Cartage  Company  pays 
it  ?  A.  They  pay  the  invoices  he  gives  the  Cartage  Company.  They  pay  it  to  him, 
they  don't  pay  the  company  he  buys  from. 

Q.  Then  what?  The  Cartage  Company  hands  you  back  the  money.  They  take 
your  coal  from  the  cars  and  deliver  it  in  the  yards  and  pay  you  for  it  ?     A.   Tbey  dOi 

Q.  Do  you  pay  the  people  from  whom  you  buy?  A.  I  do.  The  Cartage 
Company  don't  take  the  responsibility  for  paying  for  any  man's  coal. 

Q.  They  pay  it  to  you  ?     A.  And  the  other  parties  they  buy  from. 

Q    You  hand  the  coal  over  to  them  and  they  pay  you?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  the  other  members  of  the  organization  do  the  same  ?  A.  Yes ;  the  same 
way. 

Q.  You  have  an  incorporated  company.  You  are  a  member  of  the  board  and 
you  don't  know  the  members  of  the  board?  A.  All  the  stockholders  are  members 
of  the  board. 
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Q.  By  virtue  of  the  charter?    A.  I  think  so, 

Q.  "  Meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Coal  Cartage  Company  of  Ottawa  (limited) 
held  in  the  secretary's  oflSce  in  the  office  of  the  company.  President  D .  Murphy, 
in  the  chair,  C.  C.  fiay,  G.  W.  McOuUoagh,  J.  G.  Butterworth,  directors;"  who  is  the 
chairman  now  ?     A.  The   president. 

Q.  Who  is  the  president  now  ?     A.  Mr.  Butterworth. 

Q.  Did  he  succeed  Mr.  Murphy  ?    A,  He  did. 

Q.  Is  Mr.  Murphy  a  member  of  the  board  ?  A.  He  is  not  He  is  not  a  member 
of  the  company. 

Q.  Or  in  anyway  connected  with  it  ?    A.  No. 
By  Mr.  Boyle: 

Q.  At  the  time  of  the  formation  of  this  company,  were  your  firm  the  owners  of 
certain  personal  property?     A..  Yes;  for  carrying  on  business  we  were. 

Q.  Horses,  carts  and  other  appliances  for  delivering  coal  ?     A.   Yes. 

Q.  Were  these  sold  to  this  Coal  Cartage  Company  ?     A.   They  were. 

Q.  What  means  were  arrived  at  to  ascertain  their  value  ?  A.  They  were 
appraised. 

Q.  Were  other  shareholders  owners  of  similar  property  ?    A.  They  were. 

Q.  They  were  appraised  also  ?     A.  They  were. 

Q.  Was  there  any  dispute  or  disagreement  in  regard  to  the  settlement  of  these 
things.     A.  There  was. 

Q.  It  was  a  happy  arrangement  amongst  the  members  of  the  company  that  all 
this  should  be  taken  in  on  the  valuation  ?  A.  I  don't  think  it  was  a  happy  arrange- 
ment.    Some  of  them  thought  they  didn't  get  what  their  stock  was  worth. 

Q.  All  pretty  well  satisfied  ?  A.  They  had  to  be.  They  had  the  privilege  of 
putting  it  in  or  selling  to  the  Cartage  Company  or  somebody  else.  It  was  just  a 
matter  of  agreement  the  same  as  any  other  purchase. 

Q.  Was  it  necessary  for  the  members  of  the  company  to  advance  a  certain 
amount  in  cash  over  and  above  these  assets  to  make  up  the  $15,000?  A.  Well,  if 
my  memory  serves  me  right,  in  the  first  place  the  money  was  paid  in,  in  cash.  The 
cash  was  paid  in  and  the  company  bought  all  these  things.  Whether  there  was  a 
surplus  or  not,  I  don't  know,  after  buying  what  stock  they  had  to  buy . 

Q.  The  charter  members  of  the  company  are  Denis  Murphy,  Joseph  Henry 
Salmon,  John  Humphrey  Shaw,  William  James  Mackenzie,  James  Black  and  James 
Laing  Shaw.  Are  any  of  these  gentlemen  members  of  the  company  now?  A. 
None  of  them. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  None  of  these  men  ?     A.    No,  sir. 

Q.  They  hold  no  stock  or  interest  at  all  in  the  matter  ?    A.  They  did. 
Bi/  Mr.  Boyle : 

Q.  Did  they  ever  pay  in  anything,  any  of  these  men  ?  A.  Well,  they  mu  st 
have,  this  money  was  paid  in. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  how  the  stock  was  disposed  of  or  transferred  to   the   present 
shareholders  of  the  company?    A.  It  was  transferred  in  the  legal  way  I  suppose, 
in  the  presence  of  the  secretary  and  the  solicitor  of  the  company. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  that  stock  was  paid  in  ?  A.  It  was  all  paid  and  every- 
thing straight. 

Q.  By  whom?    A.  By  the  different  parties  interested. 

Q.  These  are  the  names  as  follows :— Denis  Murphy,  of  Ottawa,  forwarder; 
Joseph  Henry  Salmon,  of  the  same  place,  accountant ;  John  Humphrey  Shaw,  of  the 
same  place,  merchant ;  William  James  Mackenzie,  of  the  village  of  Buckingham, 
merchant;  James  Black,  of  the  village  of  Thurso,  merchant;  James  Laing  Shaw,  of 
the  village  of  Shawville,  farmer.  hSi  any  of  these  men  been  in  the  coal  business 
heretofore  ?    A.   I  don't  know  that  they  had. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  purpose  of  forming  this  company  wag  to  place  it  in 
Other  people's  hands  ?    A.  After  the  charter  had  been  granted  ? 
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Q.  Yes?    A.  I  think  that  was  it. 

Q.  These  names  were  made  use  of  for  that  purpose  ?     A.  I  think  they  were. 

Q.  When  did  you  step  in  after  that  ?    A.  Soon  after  the  company  was  formed  . 

Q.  I  don't  see  your  name  amongst  the  list  of  stookholdera,  are  yoa  a  stock- 
holder?   A.  I  am. 

Q .  How  is  it  your  name  does  not  appear  in  the  stock-book  ?  A.  The  stock-book 
o£  the  company,  the  list  of  shareholders  ? 

Q.  Tes  ?  A.  I  don't  think  since  the  original  stockholders,  I  don't  think  there 
has  been  any  list. 

Q.  How  do  you  come  to  be  a  stockholder  ?  A.  Because  I  bought  the  stock  and 
paid  for  it. 

Q.  Who  did  you  buy  it  from  ?    A.  From  the  original  stockholders. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth) : 

Q.  This  is  really  not  the  list  of  the  present  stockholders  of  that  company?  A.  No. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Who  did  you  buy  it  from  ?    A.  From  the  stockholders. 

Q.  How  many  shares  were  there  ?  A.  I  don't  remember  the  number  of  shareaj 
Our  firm  had  $5,003  worth  of  stock. 

Q.   Who  did  you  buy  your  shares  from  ?     A.  From  the  original  stockholders. 

Q.   Who  were  the  individuals  ?     A.  I  cannot  tell  you  that. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.   Have  you  a  certificate  of  your  stock  ?    A.  I  haven't. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  No  transfer  made  ?  What  did  you  give  for  your  stock  ?    A.  $6,000. 

Q.  Who  to  ?  A.  To  the  original  stockholders ;  it  was  paid  in  to  Mr.  Larmonth, 
the  treasurer. 

Q.  I  am  referring  to  the  individuals ;  here  are  their  names  that  they  had  paid 
10  per  cent.  Did  you  pay  these  men  back  that  10  per  cent.,  or  were  they  jast  put 
up  as  stool  pigeons  ?  A.  I  don't  remember ;  I  don't  understand  what  you  mean  by 
stool  pigeons. 

Q.  Did  you  buy  your  stock  from  these  men  ?  A.  I  don't  know  what  individual 
I  bought  my  stock  from. 

Q.  You  are  on  your  oath  now.     A.  I  do  not  need  to  be  reminded  of  that. 

Q.  I  think  perhaps  you  do.  This  is  a  serious  matter,  because  this  is  the  whole 
of  the  stock.  You  say  you  got  some  stock,  but  you  don't  know  who  you  got  it  from  7 
A.  Do  you  want  me  to  violate  my  oath  and  say  1  bought  my  stock  from  some  indi- 
vidual there,  and  I  cannot  tell  you  which  individual  transferred  his  stock  to  me  ? 

Q.  Who  did  you  negotiate  with  for  it  ?  A.  I  tell  you  the  formation  of  this 
company  was  got  up  by  the  coal  dealers  here,  by  the  present  stockholders,  and  it  was 
done  through  our  solicitor.  When  it  was  formed  the  stock  was  transferred  to  the 
present  owners.    I  don't  know  which  individual  transferred  his  stock  to  me. 

Q.  What  was  the  object  of  putting  these  men  up  instead  of  the  organizers  ?  It 
is  usual  for  an  organization  like  this  to  put  their  names  down.  What  was  the  object 
in  putting  these  men  down  ?     A.  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Q.  You  are  one  of  the  organizers,  you  say  ?    A.  I  was. 

Q.,  What  was  the  object  in  putting  other  men's  names  besides  your  own,  that  is, 
instead  of  your  own  ?  A.  We  were  advised  to  do  it,  or  I  think,  at  least,  our  solicitor 
must  have  advised  it. 

Q .   Do  you  know  what  it  was  for  ?     A.  I  don't  know  of  any  special  reason. 

Q.  It  was  done  though ;  did  you  ask  the  consent  of  these  men  to  subscribe  ?  A. 
We  must  have. 

Q.  Who  furnished  the  money  to  pay  their  10  per  cent.?  A.  I  cannot  tell  yo» 
iii&i, 

Q.  You  are  one  of  the  organisers?  A.  I  think  our  firm  furnished  one-third  of 
it,  I  think  so. 

Q.  Have  you  any  transfer  of  one-third  of  the  stock  from  these  men  to  your 
firm  ?    A.  Well,  I  don't  think  so,  unless  there  is  a  transfer  in  the  Cartage  Coia- 
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pany's  books,  which  you  have,  or  have  had.    I  could  not  tell  you  which  individual 
transferred  his  stock  to  me,  or  to  my  partner  either. 

Q.  This  money  was  paid  in  by  you.  This  money  that  appears  opposite  those 
men's  names  was  paid  in  by  you  ?  A.  The  company  was  organized  by  the  present 
stockholders,  Mr.  Butterworth,  Mr.  McCullough  and  myself,  and  whether  they  fur- 
nished the  money  that  was  originally  paid  in  there  or  not,  I  cannot  tell  from 
memory.  The  books  of  the  company  will  show  that. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  These  are  forms  of  the  endorsations  when  money  was  borrowed,  and  when 
the  individual  became  liable  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Wasn't  the  credit  of  the  company  sufficient  for  that,  with  that  capital  of 
-$15,0U0?    A.  We  never  asked  it. 

Q.  Is  the  capital  of  $15,000  on  hand  at  present,  anywhere  now  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  In  what  institution,  how  is  it  held  ?    A.  It  is  held  by  the  company. 

Q.  In  no  other  way  than  just  in  the  form  of  carts  and  other  appliances.  Is  thero 
no  cash  ?    There  is  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  in  the  bank. 

Q.  You  are  not  able  to  say  how  much  ?    A.  I  don't  think  there  is  very  much. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  There  are  some  minutes  here  that  I  will  read  to  refresh  Mr.  Ray's  memory. 
The  following  resolutions  were  passed  at  a  meeting  held  14th  July,  1886 : — 

"  Mr.  J.  L.  Shaw  presented  his  resignation  as  director  of  the  company.  W.  T. 
McKenzie  moved,  seconded  by  J.  H.  Salmon,  that  his  resignation  be  accepted,  and 
■that  J.  G.  Butterworth  be  elected  one  of  the  directors  of  the  company. — Carried. 

"  Mr.  W.  J.  McKenzie  presented  his  resignation  as  director  of  the  company, 
when  it  was  moved  by  J.  G.  Butterworth,  seconded  by  J.  H.  Salmon,  that  his  re- 
signation be  accepted,  and  that  G.  W.  McOuUough  be  elected  one  of  the  directors  of 
the  company. — Carried. 

"  Mr.  J.  H.  Salmon  presented  his  resignation  as  director  of  the  company,  when, 
it  was  moved  by  J.  G.  Butterworth,  seconded  by  G.  W.  McCullough,  that  his  resign*' 
tion  be  accepted,  and  that  C.  C.  Eay  be  elected  one  of  the  directors  of  the  company. 
—Carried." 

"  At  a  meeting  held  on  the  16th  July,  1886,  Mr.  Denis  Murphy  tendered  his  r&- 
signation  as  president  of  the  company.  Mr.  C.  C.  Eay,  seconded  by  G.  W.  McCul- 
lough, moved  the  following  resolution  which  was  adopted  : — Eesolved,  that  the 
resignation  of  Mr.  D.  Murphy  be  accepted  and  that  J.  G.  Butterworth  be  elected 
president  of  the  company  and  C.  C.  Eiiy  vice-president. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Has  your  company  to  your  knowledge  tried  to  prevent  any  person  from  de- 
livering coal  in  the  city  of  Ottawa  ?    A.  No. 

Q.  Tried  to  prevent  them  purchasing  coal  to  be  delivered  in  the  city  of  Ottawa? 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  This  Cartage  Company  is  very  ingeniously  managed.  Who  was  it  that  made 
out  the  scheme  or  plan  of  it,  you  ?     A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  answer  that. 

Q.  Who  was  it  that  organized  the  plan  by  which  operations  were  conducted  ? 
A.  It  was  left  in  the  hands  of  our  solicitor  to  obtain  the  charter  and  put  it  in  legal 
shape. 

Q.  The  charter  simply  incorporated  the  company  under  the  Ontario  Act,  which 
is  easily  obtained,  but  there  is  a  skilful  arrangement  oi  the  business.  Where  did  yott 
get  that  scheme  or  plan  by  which  you  carried  on  your  business  as  a  Cartage  Com- 
pany. Did  you  go  over  to  the  States  and  find  out  what  plans  they  were  working 
there  ?    A.  No,  sir,  it  was  all  originated  here. 

Q.  What  is  the  arrangement  by  which  your  company  work  ;  what  is  the  busi- 
ness arrangement  by  which  you  carry  on  your  business ;  what  business  do  you  do  f 
A.  Coal  cartage  business. 

Q.  Tell  us  a  little  morej specifically  ;  for  whom?  A.  For  ourselves,  for  tha 
Cartage  Company. 


224  0.   0.    RAT. 


Q,  Other  individuals  and  firms?  A.  I  cannot  say  that  we  do  business  for  other 
£rmB. 

Q.  Tor  instance,  Mr.  Thompson  who  was  here  said  you  did  for  him?  A.  We 
buy  his  coal  and  fill  his  orders. 

Q.  Bay  his  coal  for  how  much  ?  A.  What  it  costs  him.  He  pays  the  current 
prices  it  is  delivered  at. 

Q.  How  does  he  pay  you  ?    A.  Monthly . 

Q.  What  does  he  pay  you  ?    A.   What  price  ?    The  price  he  sells  it  for. 

Q.  Not  the  price  that  he  buys  it  for.  He  buys  it  at  a  certain  price,  then  what 
does  he  do  ?    A.  Sells  it  to  the  Cartage  Company. 

Q.  For  how  much  ?     A .   What  he  pays  for  it. 

Q.  If  he  buys  it  for  $6  ?    A.  He  sells  it  to  the  Cartage  Company  for  $6. 

Q.  How  does  he  sell  it  again,  if  he  sells  it  to  customers,  how  does  he. sell  it  to 
the  Cartage  Company  ?  A.  The  Cartage  Company  fills  the  orders.  He  sells  to  the 
Cartage  Company  all  the  coal  he  imports,  and  the  Cartage  Company  fills  the  orders 
at  retail  prices. 

By  Mr.  Boyle : 

Q.  Does  he  get  a  commission  ?  A.  No  commission  whatever,  in  the  way  of  a 
commission.  He  gets  a  percentage  of  the  profits  of  the  Cartage  Company  as  agreed 
on. 

By  Mr.  McKay : 

Q.  The  Cartage  Company  is  the  medium  through  which  the  profits  are  dis- 
tribuied  ?  A.  We  never  had  but  one  arrangement  with  Mr.  Thompson  and  that  was 
made  last  spring  or  summer. 

Q.  What  proportion  of  the  profits  did  you  give  him?  A.  I  do  not  know,  speak- 
ing  from  memory.  He  told  you  the  other  day  and  I  think  he  was  correct.  I  have 
noi  looked  to  see,  and  I  do  not  know  where  the  agreement  is  that  was  made  with 
Mr.  Thompson. 

Q.  Did  you  pass  a  resolution  at  your  Board  ?  A.  No.  I  think  there  was  some 
formal  as;reement  signed. 

Q.  How  could  you  do  anything  without  a  resolution  of  the  Board?  A.  I  do 
not  know.     It  may  be  there,  1  have  not  looked  to  see. 

Q.  When  was  it  he  made  the  arrangement  ?  A.  Last  summer  or  early  in  the 
spring. 

Q.  You  held  a  meeting  on  the  9th  of  May  and  adjourned  till  the  5th  of  July, 
but  had  another  to  arrange  this  bargain  with  Mr.  Thompson.  Yon  do  not  put  all 
your  business  on  the  minutes  ?    A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  There  is  nothing  here  ?  A.  I  think  it  was  an  agreement  signed  between  the 
oflScers  of  the  Cartage  Company,  the  same  as  any  firm  would  make  a  bargain  with 
another  firm. 

Q.  Does  not  everything  have  to  be  done  as  an  incorporated  company,  by 
minutes  ?  A.  It  is  possible  there  should  have  been,  but  there  was  not,  if  it  is  not 
there. 

By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  You  have  some  memory  probably  of  the  arrangement  you  made  with  Mr. 
Thompson  and  Mr.  Easton?    A.   We  have  no  arrangement  with  Mr.  Baston. 

Q,  Is  there  any  arrangement  with  any  other  ?  A.  We  fill  orders  for  Mr. 
Thompson,  and  Mr.  Clemow  and  Mr,  Brown. 

Q.  Their  profits  depend  in  some  measure  upon  the  quantity  of  coal  they  take 
orders  for  ?  A,  The  arrangement  was  made  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  what  pro- 
portion of  the  profits  they  were  to  have. 

Q.  What  is  your  recollection  of  that  agreement  ?    A.  I  cannot  tell.     Should  I 
be  obliged  to  tell  the  amount  ?    I  do  not  know  from  memory. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Tell  us  what  you  do  know.  Your  minutes  are  silent  and  we  must  have  infor- 
mation from  some  source  ?  A.  I  cannot  give  you  accurately.  I  do  not  know  the 
amount.    I  will  find  out,    There  is  a  percentage. 
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Q.  "What  is  your  own  percentage  ?  A.  According  to  what  stock  I  hold  in  the 
iompany.  We  get  a  dividend  on  the  stock  we  hold.  That  is  the  only  profit  I  got 
)ut  of  it, 

Q.  Do  yoQ  pay  a  percentage  to  Senator  Clemow,  Mr.  Thompson  and  Mr.  Brown 
somewhere  in  accordance  with  the  quantity  they  dispose  of  for  you  ?     A.  It  was  an 
amount  agreed  on  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  ;  a  proportion  of  the  profits. 
Q   They  are  not  stockholders  ?     No. 
Q.  You  hold  OBC-ihird  of  the  stock?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  Bay  ^-ou  get  in  proportion  to  the  stock  and  get  one-third  of  the  profits  ? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Where  does  Mr.  Thompson's  profits  come  in  ?  A.  He  gets  a  sbaie  before- 
hand of  the  profits  he  is  to  get. 

Q.  What  is  it  ?     A.    He  said  here,  it  was  one-eighth,  and  I  think  it   is  correct, 
Q.  But  the  shareholders  get  all;    how  does  he  get  any?    A.   They  do  not  get 
any  until  he  is  paid. 

By  Mr.  Boyle: 
Q,  That  is  the  one-third  you  get  is  after  all  these  others  are  paid  ?     A.    ^'es. 
Q.   What  is  left  is  divided  into  three  parts,  and  you  get  one  ?     A.  Yes. 

By  the  Ghairman : 
Q,  Lasl  year  the  profits  were  $d3,000  ?     A.   Yes,  in  that  neighborhood, 
Q.  What  was  done  with  that  $33,000 ;  dinded  among  three  shareholders  ?     A. 
1  think  the  books  will  show. 

Q.  What  was  the  arrangement  with  Mr.  Thompson  last  year  ?  A.  He  has  told 
you.    Mr.  Larmonth  was  here . 

Q.  Yes;  but  he  said  there  were  things  he  could  not  tell  us,  Now  members  of 
the  company  come  and  they  cannot.  The  profits  were  $a3,483.23,  and  a  dividend 
was  declared  for  the  whole  profits?  A.  As  my  memory  serves  me,  last  year 
Senator  Clemow  was  to  have  the  average  profit  on  a  Beriain  number  of  tons,  1 
think  it  was  arrived  at  in  that  way. 

Q.  How  much  did  he  receive  in  that  way  ?     A,  I  cannot  remember. 
Q,  Have  you  any  idea  ?    A.  I  have  an  iaea  it   might  be  about  33,000  or  $4,000_, 
but  I  am  not  positive. 

Q.  Where  would  you  get  this  information  if  your  books  did  not  show  it  and 
yonr  memory  cannot  ?     A,  The  secretary's  books  must  show  it. 

Q,  What  did  your  firm  get?     A.  1  suppose  we  got  one-third  of  that. 
Q.  After  Mr.  Clemow  was  paid  ?    A.  According  to  the  reading  of  that  resolu- 
tion 1  should  think  it   would.     1   should   Eay  that   was   after   Senator  Clemow   was 
settled  with, 

Q.  This  was  the  amount   divided  between   you  three  shareholders  ?    A.  Yes 
from  the  minutes  of  the  books,  1  should  thitk  it  would. 

Q.  What  did  your  firm  receive  then?  A.  Somewhere  about  811,000  from  the 
Cartage  Company. 

By  Mr.  Boyle  : 
Q.  Is  your  share  of  the  profits  affected  by  what  business  you  turn  into  the 
company?    A.  We  turn  in  all  our  business. 

Q.  If  Mr.  Butter  worth  turns  in  moie  business  than  you  do,  does  he  get  any 
more  profits  ?     A.  No;  he  only  gets  his  share  on  the  stock. 

Q.  Then  contingencies  do  not  affect  the  dividends  that  you  individually  derive  ? 
A.  The  dividend  is  on  the  amount  of  stock  we  hold  in  the  company. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  WentwoTtK)  : 
Q.  Your  association   interferes  with  no   other  individual    purchasing  from  the 
American  association  ?    A.  No. 
By  the  Chairman  ; 
Q,  Do  you  make  a  bargain  with  your  company  asking  them  not  to   sell  to  any- 
other  person  in  Ottawa  ?     A.Ottawa    is  an  open  market.     Coal    can  be   brought  in 
here  from  the  lakes  by  water  and  it  can  be  brought  in  here  from  tidewater.  New  York, 
We  bring  in  a  large  proportion  of  the  coal  that  is  consumed  in  Ottlawi  by  that  way  ; 
3—15 
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by  the  canals  and  Lake  ChamplaiD,  It  used  to  come  in  all  tbat  way.  The  bulk 
probably  comes  by  rail  now,  not  only  coal  dealers  bat  individual  coal  consamers 
bring  their  coal  that  way. 

Q.  Oswego  is  as  near  the  coal  mines  as  New  Tork?  A.  Yes;  but  there  is  a 
good  object  in  bringing  the  coal  that  way.  You  can  sometimes  bay  better  at  tide- 
water then  at  the  lake  ports. 

Q.  Tho  (profits  last  year  were  $33^000.  That  was  divided  among  yoa  three,  Kr^ 
Batterworth's  firm,  your  own  and  Mr.  McOallough's,  giving  you  each  about  one-third 
of  that  amount  ?     A.  Yes,  I  think  so.  " 

Q,  The  only  profits  paid  outside  of  that  were  to  Mr.  Clemow  ?  A,  Yes,  I  think 
that  was  all. 

Q.  About  how  much  did  he  receive  as  profits?  A,  I  do  not  remember,  but  I 
think  it  was  in  tho  neighborhood  of  $3,000  or  $1,000. 

Q.  What  service  did  you  render  for  that  $11,000.  Just^  held  the  $5,000  stock? 
A.  That  is  not  all.     We  had  a  coal  business  and  kept  two  ofijes  open. 

Q.  Whereabouts?     A.  In  Ottawa. 

Q  What  parts?  A.  Elgin  Street  and  Sparks  Street,  and  sold  coal  in  bothoflScea 
and  had  oSfice  expenses,  book-keepers,  canvassers  and  bad  debts  to  collect  oat  of  that. 

Q.  Had  you  any  other  business  besides  that?  A.  Tes,  I  am  the  agent  of  the 
Canadian  Bxj.ress  Company. 

Q.  And  transact  the  coal  business  in  the  same  place  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  So  that  the  office  expenses  are  divided  between  the  two  ? 

Q.  The  expanses  of  the  office  are  divided  ?  A.  Yes.  But  help  in  the  office  in 
the  coal  department  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  express.  It  is  a  separate  department 
and  I  pay  different  men.  We  have  two  men  who  do  nothing  bat  look  after  coal  be- 
sides myself,  in  the  Elgin  Street  office. 

Q.  Yuur  office  is  on  Elgin  Street  you  say  ?     A.   Yes. 

Q,  The  capital  stock  is  $15,000  and  the  profits  were  $33,000?  A.  That  is  the 
nominal  capital  of  the  company  but  it  ia  not  probably  one-fourth  of  the  capital  which 
is  required  to  be  furnished  ;  which  we  have  to  furnish  to  carry  on  the  business. 

Q.  I  see  tbcy  borrow  large  sums  from   Mr.  Eay,   Mr.  Butterworth    and  Mr. 
McOullough.    I  see  they  are  paid  large  interest?     A.  Yes,  but   they   may   borrow  ' 
more  from  one  than  the  other. 

Q.  When  the  stockholders  lean  money  to  the  company  they  get  paid  for  it  ? 
A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Boyle: 

Q,  Is  it  fair  to  deduct  from  that  $33,000  anything  you  have  to  pay  in  running 
the  business,  from  your  private  business  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Have  you  any  idea  to  what  these  expenses  would  amount,  among  the  three 
of  you  ?  A.  I  hava  not  an  accurate  idea,  our  Elgin  Street  office  of  the  coal  department, 
the  expenses  there  of  salaries  putting  ia  a  salary  for  myself 

Q.  That  would  hardly  do.  Where  is  this  business  of  the  Cartage  Company  car- 
ried on  ?    A.   Elgin  Street,  corner  of  Queen.     It  is  a  separate  office  altogether. 

Q.  What  is  the  expense  of  running  your  proportion  of  the  coal  business  ?  A.  I 
cannot  give  you  an  accurate  account  without  looking  at  the  books,  but  it  would 
amount  to  several  thousand  dollars. 

Q.  $2,000  or  $3,000  ?     A.  More. 

Q.  You  pay  two  men  exclusively  engaged  in  coal  ?  A.  Yes,  in  our  own  office. 
In  the  other  we  are  under  the  expense  of  rent. 

Q.  What  salaries  do  you  pay  your  two  men  ?     A.  I   think  $3,000  to  $4,000 ;  or 
$4,000  to  $5,000  would  be  the  expenses. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  salaries  do  you  pay  ?  A.  $950  down.  One,  $950,  and  the  other,  $500, 
I  think,  and  there  is  another  man  I  do  not  remember  what  he  is  getting. 

Q.  About  how  much  ?     A.  It  is  under  $500.    Then  we  have  taxes. 

Q.  You  would  have  to  provide  an  office  to  do  your  express  business  ?  A.  I 
would  not ;  the  Express  Company  pay  for  that.  We  pay  $700  rent  for  the  other 
-office. 
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Q.  Is  that  exclusively  for  coal  ?    A.   No;  a  portion  of  that  is  rented  off. 

By  Mr.  Boyle  : 
Q.  The  expenses   would   not  exceed   $4,000?     A.  I   think   they  would  exceed 
$4,000.     Then  you  want  to  add  bad  debts  and  capital  required  in  the  business.     Coal 
is  not  sold  here  for  caflh.     I  suppose  $50,000  on  an  average  would  not  cover  the  out- 
lay in  the  different  offices  during  the  year  for  coal  sold  on  credit. 
By  Mr  Bain  (  Weniworth)  : 
Q .  Is  this   statement  of  $33,400  of  profits,  a    book  keeper's  entry,  or   was  the 
money  paid  over  ?     A.  The  money  was  paid  over. 

Q.  Then  you  collected  enough  to  pay  the  Cartage  Company's  expenses  and  left 
enough  to  pay  this  over  to  you  ?  A.  Yes  ;  we  took  $11,000  of  the  apparent  profits 
from  which  you  have  to  deduct  all  our  expenses  aad  bad  debts. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  when  the  year's  business  is  wound  up,  you  have  collected 
enough  and  handed  over  to  the  Cartage  Company  enough  to  leave  this  balance  ? 
A.  The  Cartage  Company  collected  from  us  enougd  to  pay  us.  Out  of  that  profit 
we  have  to  collect  from  our  customers. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  you  never  interfered  with  other  parties  who  wished 
to  purchase  authraoite  coal  ?     A.  We  do  not  interfere. 

Q.  Then  if  a  man  can  show  that  he  can  pay  for  his  coal  he  can  buy  at  any 
time  ?     A.  He  can . 

Q.  There  is  no  list  that  you  supply  to  the  American  producers?  A.  No;  there 
is  nothing  of  the  kind . 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  effort  to  prevent  George  Harris  from  buying  coal  from 
the  Americans  ?     A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Or  any  objection  made  by  them  to  selling  him  coal  ?  A.  I  cannot  say  that 
I  know  of  any  objection. 

Q.  Do  you  kao  w  of  any  correspondence  or  verbal  statements  about  it  ?  A.  I  do  not. 
Q.  Ton  have  no  knowledge  about  it  ?    A.  The  party  that  George  Harris  buys 
his  coal  from  I  never  bought  any  coal  from.    If  I  wanted   to   buy   coal  from  these 
parties  they  might  sell,  but  I  have  never  bought  from  them. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  WentwortK)  : 
Q.  If  your  association  had  brought  any  influence   to  bear  on  the  American  coal 
companies  to  prevent  anybody  getting  coal  would  you  know  ?     A.  I  think  I  would ; 
I  know  I  did  object  last  year.      When  I  say  object,  I  mean  that  Mr.  Easton  had  coal 
here  when  I  could  not  get  it.     His  coal  was  lying  on  the  cars  here  and  when  they 
investigated  it,  the  coal  had  been  on  the   cars   for  30    days  and  over.     When  I  said 
Mr.  Easton  I  should  have  said  Mr.  Swift.     Until  we  made  a  complaint  we  did  not  get 
coal  nor  could  not  get  it  fast  enough.     It  is  not  an  uncommon  thing  to  be  unable  to 
get  coal  fast  enough. 

Q.  Then  the  representations  might  have  been  made  under  these  circumstances, 
Mr.  Easton  was  being  favored  ?  A.  I  complained  bitterly;  not  that  Mr.  Swift  was 
treated  too  well,  but  that  I  was  not  treated  well  enough. 

Q.  How  did  that  have  the  effect  of  preventing   him  from  getting  his  coal  ?     A. 
They  investigated  it  and  found  that  the    coal  had   been   lying  here  for  a  long  time 
and  he  had  not  taken  it  out. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  :' 
Q.  Is   not  the  Montreal   Coal  Dealers'  Association  in  connection   with   your 
association  ?     A .  No,  sir ;  our  business  is  all  done  here. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Which  is  the  more  scientific  place   for  doing  business,   here  or  in  Toronto  ? 
A.  Here,  I  think.     There  have  been  statements  made  that  men  who  were  not  in  the 
ring  in  Toronto  could  not  import  coal.    I  would   like  to  say   we   never  found  any 
difficulty  in  getting  all  the  coal  we  wanted,  whether  in  the  combination  or  not. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q,  Were  you  doing  business  outside  of  the   coal  section?     A.  We   were   not 
asked  to  join  it,  but  we  were  sure   we  could  get  all  the  ooal  we  wanted  without 
joining. 
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Q.  You  did  join?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  ?     A.  When  we  started  business. 

Q.  Then  you  did  not  go  on  without  being  a  member?  A,  No;  I  had  good 
reasons  to  believe  that  we  tould  get  all  the  coal  we  wanted  in  Toronto  and  we  were 
not  asked  by  the  American  Association  (if  there  is  one)  ary  question.^  I  euppose 
there  may  be  euch  a  one.  We  were  not  asked  by  them  to  join  the  Toronto  Associa- 
tion or  by  anyone  else. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  WeniwortK)  : 

Q.  Still  you  found  it  in  your  interest  to  join  ?  A.  It  is  in  the  interest  of  any 
dealer  to  belong. 

Q.  Have  the  parties  you  purchased  from  dictated  to  you  the  prices  you  should 
sell  at  in  Toronto  ?  A.  No,  not  in  any  way.  In  fact  I  was  told  by  a  gentleman  I 
supposed  to  be  a  member  oi  the  association,  that  they  insisted  on  the  Toronto 
dealers  having  some  organization,  or  in  other  words  getting  better  prices  for  coal, 
or  pay  them  for  the  coal  on  the  spot ;  or  I  think  pay  cash  before  they  got  any 
more,  I  think  the  representatives  of  the  coal  dealers  selling  coal  in  Toronto  went 
there  and  called  a  meeting  of  the  dealers. 

Q.  You  are  only  speaking  of  what  you  heard  ?     A.  That  is  all. 

Committee  adjourned. 


House  of  Commons,  Ottawa,  6th  April,  1888. 

The  Committee  on  alleged  Trade  Combinations  met  this  morning,  Mr.  Wallace- 
in  the  chair, 

Alexander  R.  Hah  graft,  of  Cobourg,  grain  and  coal  dealer,  sworn. 
By  the  Chairman  ; 

Q.  What  we  want  particularly  to  know,  Mr,  Hargraft,  is  how  you  do  your  coal 
business  in  Cobourg  ?    A.  Whether  we  have  any  combioation  ? 

Q.  Yes.     Have  you  any  combination  in  the  business  there  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  You  do  your  coal  business,  as  your  grain  business,  with  perfect  freedom  ? 
A,  Tea. 

Q.  Where  do  you  buy  your  coal  ?    A.  At  Oswego.     That  is  the  anthracite  coal. 

Q.  How  many  dealers  are  there  in  Cobourg  ?     A.  Pour. 

Q.  Are  they  all  importers  ?     A,  Yes. 

Q.  You  get  yoar  coal  from  Oswego  ?  A.  Yes,  we  do.  Some  of  the  other  dealers^ 
get  it  from  Charlotte,  Fairhaven  and  different  points. 

Q.  I  suppose  that  means  that  you  get  it  by  boat,  that  is  during  the  season  ?  A. 
Ail  the  anthracite  coal  by  boat.     1  have  never  got  any  by  rail. 

Q.  What  were  the  prices  you  paid  last  year  ?  A.  We  bought  our  coal  early  in 
the  season,  and  we  paid  different  prices  for  different  sizes  of  coal. 

Q.  This  statement  which  you  have  given  me  is  a  statement  of  the  May  and 
June  business?  (Exhibit  36-0  and  I) .)  A.  That  is  altogether.  We  got  all  our 
coal  by  the  first  of  July.  That  is  all  that  we  purchased  last  year  with  the  exception. 
of  one  cargo  from  another  firm.  ^ 

Q.  2,165  tons?     A.  Yes. 
By  Mr  Quillet  : 

Q.  And  you  purchased  it  all  before  the  Ist  of  July  ?    A.  Yes 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  From  whom?    A.  The  Delaware,  Lackawanna  and  Western. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 


Q.  Was  it  delivered  before  the  1st  of  Julv?    A    Ye^ 
ByMr.Guillet;  ^ 

^'  ^f  f^/.^.^*^  °°  difficulty?    A.  Later  on,  I  think  there  wa8  trouble.. 
My  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  At  Oswego  or  at  Cobourg?    A.  Yes,  in  the  vessel  at  Oswego. 
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Q,  These  are  the  gross  tons.     Can  yoa  give  us  the  net  tons  ?     A,  Yes,  there  are 
only  two  prices  after  ail. 
By  Mr.  Quillet  : 
Q.  What  is  the  price  ?     A.  $4.25  and  $3.90. 

By  Mr.  Fisher :  n    ■  , 

Q.  What  was  the  freight  from  Oswego  to  C>bourg?     A.  We   got  our  freight 
very  cheap,  25  cents,  but  the  freight  advanced  afterwards.     We  made  a  contract  with 
some  vessel  owners  to  bring  our  coal  at  that  price.     Others  had  to  pay  more. 
Q.  But  your  price  was  25  cents  ?     A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  McDougall  (JPictoii)  : 
Q.  And  what  is  the  insurance  ?    A.  The  insurance   does   not  amount  to  very 
much.     There  are  only  four  or  five  dealers  in  Cobourg.     It  does  not  amount  to  much, 
over  one  cent  per  ton. 
By  Mr.  Boyle: 
Q.  How  much  is  the  cargo  ?     A.  From  200  to  2)0  toos. 

Q.  About  2  cents  a  ton  thon  ?    A.  Yes,  about  l  oents  a  ton.     That  would  cover 
the  insurance.  ,      .         , 

Q.  You  have  no  wharfage  dues  to  pay?     A.  Yes,  25  cents  a  ton  wharfage  dues. 
Q.  Is  that  for  the  net  ton  or  for  the  gross  ton  ?    A.  That  is  the  net  ton. 

By  Mr.  Fisher:  ,    .         ,,  ^      ^ 

Q.  But  the  freight  is  on  the  net  ton  ?     A.  No,  the  freight  is  on  th  e  gross  ton  too. 

By  Mr.  GruilUt : 

Q.  There  is  a  rebate,  is  there  not  ?     A.  Yes,  there  is  a  rebate. 

Q.  A  rebate  of  25  cents  ?     A.  You  see  they  give  us  the  invoices  first,  and  they 
give  us  25  cents  rebate  on  the  whole  thing.  _  ,    ,    ,    i.    • 

Q.  On  the  «rhole,  what  is  the   meaning  of  that  ?     A.  That  is  a  rebate  to  their 
regular  customers     I  think  all  coal  dealers  in  Canada  get  that  rebate. 

Q    We  have  not  heard  of  'hat  before ?    A.  That  is  on  the  gross  ton.     Here  is  a 
circular  that  gives  the  net  price.     $4  per  gross  ton  would  be  $3.57  per  net  ton. 

By  the  Chairman :  i  o    a    v 

Q.  $3  57  and  $3.26  is  the  price  per  net  ton  that  you  paid  for  your  coal  I  A.  ies. 

Q.  And  the  wharfage,  insurance  and  freight  would  be  52   cents  per    net    ton  t 
A.  Yes.     It  is  delivered   on   ;he   wharf,  and  wa  have  to  pay    15  cents  a  ton    tor 

"°^°Q.'°And  then  have  you  to   cart  it  to   the  yard?    A.  Our   yard   is  handy,  and 

it  only  costs  us  5  cents  a  ton.  u        ii    +i. 

The  Chairman— In  all  the  prices  that  we  have  had  quoted  to  us  by  all  the 
witnesses  we  have  examined  there  has  been  nothing  said  about  25  cents  a  ton  rebate. 

By  Mr.  Fisher ;  •       ,  .         .,         j      *     j  +i.„i 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  that  is  given  ?    A.  I  have  been  given   to  understand  that 

it  is . 

Q.  Is  it  given  to  you  always  ?    A.  No,  not  every  year. 

Q.  But  it  was  given  this  year  ?  A.  Yes ;  some  years  we  get  a  rebate  and  other 
years  none  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  The  larger  dealers  give  a  larger  rebate?    A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  But  it  has  been  the  case  has  it  not?  A.  Some  years.  They  use  to  have  a 
scale  of  prices,  25  a  ton  discount  for  certain  quantities,  and  over  that  5  or  1"  cents  a 
ton  more,  but  they  stopped  that  2  or  3  years  ago,  and  since  that  they  have  not  made 
any  larger  discount. 

By  the  Chairman :  ^  ■       ^    j      „  „  at  n^^  r,^- 

Q.  I  see  here  a  letter  from  a  firm  which  says:  "  Our  prices  to-day  are  $4.75  per 
gross  ton  F.O.B.  for  grate  and  egg,  and  $5.00  for  stove  and  chestnut,  with  25  cents 
Ser  ton  off  to  regular  customers.  These  prices  are  subject  to  change  fl^^J  t™« 
without  notice  ?"  (Exhibit  366.)  A.  That  shows  that  it  is  a  general  thmg  to  give 
that   25  cents  to  their  regular  customers. 
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By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  Have  J OQ  had  any  dictation  of  any  kind  from  the  American  coal  dealers 
■with  regard  to  the  price  you  sell  at  ?     A.   No ;  they  have  never  dictated  to  ns  at  alL 

Q.  They  have  never  written  to  you  about  it  as  to  prices  ?     A.  No,    we   have  al- 
ways been  at  liberty  to  sell  oar  coal  as  cheap  as  we  like. 
By  Mr.  Wood  (^Westmoreland)  : 

Q.  Do  yon  buy  direct  from  the  miners  ?  A.  We  buy  from  the  agent  of  the 
miner  at  Oswego. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  what  position  he  occupies  ?  Does  he  sell  on  commission  or  is 
he  paid  a  yearly  salary  ?  A.  Well,  we  really  do  not  buy  from  him.  The  company 
send  a  man  through  from  whom  we  buy,  and  then  we  have  to  get  our  coal  from  this 
man. 

By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  It  is  from  their  traveller  that  you  buy  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  They  send  a  man  who  hands  his  orders  over  to  their  agent  at  Oswego  who 
honors  them?    A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  position  this  agent  occupies  ?  A.  I  think  he  gets  a  com- 
mission on  the  coal  he  handles^  I  do  noi  think  he  is  paid  a  salary  but  I  have  no 
way  of  knowing. 

Q.  Toa  say  it  costs  you  5  cents  per  ton  for  cartage  ?     A.  Yes.     Of  course  none 
of  the  other  dealers  in  the  town  get  it  carted  as  cheaply  as  they  have  to  draw  further. 
By  Mr.  Fisher : 

Q.  You  and  the  other  dealers  in  Cobourg  have  had  no  other  arrangements 
among  yourselves  as  to  the  price  at  which  you  shall  sell  ?  A,  We  are  not  bound  in 
any  way.  When  we  settle  the  price  we  notify  each  other,  but  we  do  not  bind  our- 
selves in  any  way.  For  instance,  if  we  were  tendering  for  any  large  amount,  we 
are  at  perfect  liberty  to  tender  as  low  as  we  like. 

Q.  In  ordinary  sales  to  ordinary  customers,  lor  instance  bouse  coal,  do  you  vary 
your  prices.  Do  you  find  that  sometimes  one  sells  cheaper  than  the  other  ?  A.  W© 
generally  get  such  a  small  profit  that  we  have  not  got  much  room  for  cutting. 

Q  That  comes  up  to  the  point  at  which  you  sold  coal  during  the  last  season, 
the  rates  in  the  fall  aod  then  again  in  the  winter.  Would  you  give  us  your  rates  in 
October  or  November  and  then  again  in  January?  A  We  sold  at  $5.25  for  all 
sizes. 

Q.  You  buy  at  diflferent  prices  and  sell  at  the  same  price  ?  A.  Yes;  we  use  so 
little  of  the  larger  sizes  that  is  hardly  worth  while  considering.  The  bulk  of  our 
coal  costs  the  dearer  price. 

Q.  Then,  at  what  price  in  October  last  did  you  sell  that?  A.  S5.25  delivered  in 
people's  yards,  and  85  anywhere  else, 

Q.  What  does  it  cost  to  deliver  it?     A.   25  cent-. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Your  selling  price  is  85.25  delivered  ?     A.  Yes,  and  $5  in  our  yard. 
By  Mr.  Fisher : 

Q.  The  cost  was  really  $4.54  and  25  cents  for  delivery.  You  say  you  got  $5  in 
the  yard  ?  A.  Yes.  For  instance  we  screen  all  our  coal  which  amounts  to  about  10 
cents  a  ton.  Then,  there  was  the  duty  which  we  paid  on  the  first  cargo  we  got  ia 
last  spring,  and  the  freight  was  25  cents  and  the  wharfage  25  cents. 

Q.  What  is  the  whartage  m  Toronto?     A.  Scents. 

Q.  And  25  cents  in  Cobourg  ?  A.  Yes.  The  Government  do  not  own  it ;  th© 
town  gets  that.  Then  unloading  costs  15  cents.  Now  this  item  is  approximate  ;  we 
count  15  cents  for  labor  and  carting  to  the  yard,  but  I  do  not  know  exactly  what  it 
does  cost. 

By  Mr.  Guillet: 

Q.  That  does  not  include  screening?  A.  No.  This  screening  amounts  to 
about  10  cents  and  then  the  delivery  is  25  cents,  that  is  to  places  within  a  certain 
•distance.     That  makes  a  total  of  $1.15. 
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By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  You  have  a  margin   of  profit  and  if  you  were  doing  a   pretty  largo  business, 
ior  instance  in  a  large    city  like  Toronto,   would  you  not  consider   that  as   a  pretty 
good  ).ro6t  for  you?     A.  I  do  not  know,  if  a  man  had  no  other  buiiness. 

Q.  That  would  leave  a  profit  of  5  i  cents  clear  of  all  expenses?  A.  Of  course 
we  raised  the  prices.  That  was  our  price  up  to  the  first  of  November  and  on  the 
first  of  November  we  raised  it  to  85.50  i  think.  We  were  selling  in  the  winter  at 
$6. 

Q.  Comparing  this  with  Toronto   the  only  apparent  difference  is  that  the  wharf- 
age in  Toronto  is  5  cents  and  eit  Cobourg  25  cents?    A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Fisher : 
Q.  And  the  cartage  in  Toronto  costs  lets  than  in  Cobourg  ?     A.  I  think  it  costs- 
40  cents  in  Toronto.     They  have  a  longer  distance. 
By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmorelnnd)  : 
Q.  You  sell  all  kinds  of  coal  at  the  same  price  ?    A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  At  what  price  did  the  coal  rise  to  during  the  winter?  Ai  $6  was  the  highest. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  You  were  selling  it    before  the  1st  November  at  $5.25   and  you  had  after  all 
expenses  were  paid  a  profit   of  h6w  much  ?     A.  Somewhere   about  63    cents,  that  is 
the  stove  coal,  and  then  we  got  78  cents  on  some  of  the  coal. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  Out  of  ihat  you  pay   your  office  expenses  and  the  rental  ?     A.  We  own  tho 
property. 

Q.  Is  there  any  charge  there  for  oflSce   expenses?     A.  Yes. 
Q.  Up  to  the  Ist   November    the  price   was    $5.25  ?     A.  I  think   that  was  the 
price.    I  do  not  remember  but  we  put  it  up  on  the    1st  November  to  either  $5.60  or 
«5.75. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  What  was  i  he  prices   at  the  mine?     A.  That   went  up  to  $5  on   the    1st 
November.     (Exh.hit  3t;6 ) 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  That  is  the  gross  ton?     A.  Yes. 
Q.  At  any  rate  you  had  your  coal  all  in  ?     A.  Yes. 
Q.  Then  yon  raised  the  prices  on  the  Ist  of  November  ?    A.  Yes,  either  to  ^S^O 

or  $5.75. 

Q.  And  then  after  that  ?    A.  On  the   1st  January  we  put  it  at  $6   and  it  has 

l)een  that  ever  since. 

By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  What  amount  of  coal  did  you   soil  last  year?     A.  About  2,500   tons.     We 
have  some  coal  on  our  hands.     There  was  one   cargo  that  does  not  appear  on  that 
statement  that  we  bought  fiom  another  firm. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  amount  of  coal  do  you  estimate  was  consumed  in  Cobourg  ?  A.  About 
5,000  tons. 

Q.  And  then  yon  are  quite  satisfied  with  those  profits,  selling  at  $5.25,  $5.fj0  and 
$6  ?  A.  If  we  had  no  other  business  except  the  coal  business  I  do  not  know  that 
those  profits  would  pay  us. 

Q.  But  in  a  large  city  selling  10  times  as  much  you  would  be  quite  satisfied  with 
the  profit?,  yon  think  you  could  make  a  living  with  them  ?    A.  Tes. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Weniworth')  :  •    j  « 

Q.  Did  you  buy  at  the  mines  at  the  subsequent  prices,  when  they  were  raised  f 

A.  Of  conrse  we  would  have  to  raise  the  prices  to  ttie  amount  we  would  have  to  pay. 

By  Mr.  Fisher  .• 
Q.  The  rise  at  the  mine  would  be  equal  to  your  rise?     A.  Yes. 
Q.  So  that  your  profits  would  be  about  53  cents  right  along  ?     A.  Yes. 
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By  Mr.  Bain  (  WentwortK)  : 
Q.  Yoa  kept  your  prices  aooording  to  the  figures  on  the  Ameriean  side  ?  A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Boyle : 
Q.  Do  yoa  lose  mach  by    bad  debts  ?     A.  No,  we  are  supposed  to  do  a    cash 
business. 

Q,  As  a  matter  of  fact  do  yoa  lose  anything  ?     A.  We  have. 

By  Mr.  Gullet  : 
Q.  You  lost  that  50  per  cent,  duty?     A.  Yes.     We  applied  to  have  it  returned 
but  were  not  successful.  The  others,  however,  did  not  get  any  the  start  of  U3,  not  one. 
By  Mr  Fisher : 
Q.  Ai  e  yon  aware  of  any  combination  on   the  other  side  of  the   line   which 
regulates  the  prices  at  which  you  can  buy  the  coal?     A.  There   use  to  bo,  bat  I  un- 
derstand that  in  the  last  few  years  there  is  not.     They  s^y  there  is  none  now. 

Q.  Have  j'ou  ever  tried  to  get  any  coal  from  anybody  else  than  the  Lackawanna 
Company?     A.  Yes;    but  we  could  not  get  as  good  coal.     Our  caal  is  the  Soranton 
coal,  which  is  the  very  best. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Yoa  think  there  is  no  combination  among  the  American  producers  ?  A.  They 
say  there  is  not. 

Q.  Have  you  any  further  evidence  beyond  th*ir  anxiety  to  sell?  A.  I  know 
we  could  have  got  another  25  cents  rebate  from  another  company,  bat  it  was  not  as 
^ood  coal. 

By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  Tnese  companies  send  around  their  men,  their  travellers  ?     A.   Yes. 
Q.  And  they  come   to  you   and  try  to   sell?     A.  Yes,  sir.     I  believe  there  is  a 
combination  in    connection    with   the   city   of  Toronto.      I  mean  with  men  on  the 
other  side  of  ihe  line.     I  have  heard  that  they  compel  the  dealers  to  sell  at  a  certain 
price,  but  that  i.-t  all  hearsay. 

Q.  la  your  baying  from  the  other  side  of  the  line  have  you  heard  anything  of 
a  couibinu'.ion  to  keep  the  coal  at  a  certain  price?  A.  They  claim  there  is  no  com- 
bination. 

Q.  Yon  have  never  found  the  same  price  ?     A,  No. 

By  Mr.  Guiltet  : 
Q.  The  coal  offdred  you  seemed  to  be  as  good  ?     A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  What  company  was  that?     A.  I  cannot  tell  you  the  name  of  it. 
Q.  You  rtmember  this  man  coming  to  you  and  wanting  to  sell?     A.   Yes;  but 
there  are  so  many  of  them  come  around. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Eegular  agents  come  round  to  sell  to  yoa  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Tnere  is  then  some  interest  in  each  one  selling  his  coal  ?  A.  They  always 
seem  anxious  I  know. 

Q.  How  many  companies  have  you  bought  from— always  from  this  one?  A. 
We  have  bought  from  others,  bat  we  generally  go  back  to  this  coal  company  as  their 
coal  suits  our  customers  best.  About  four  years  ago  we  bought  from  another  com- 
pany, but  in  my  twelve  years'  experience  that  is  the  only  year  we  bought  altogether 
away  trom  this  company. 

Q.   Do  you  know  how  many  companies  there   are   in  the  United  States  ?    A.I 
do  not.     There  are  only  two  in  Oswego ;  that  is,  standard  companies. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 
Q.  The  dealers  in  this  first  quality  of  coal,  do  they  offer  different  terms  of  pay- 
ment ?    A.  No ;  their  terms  are  the  same.    The  terms  are  usually  30  days  cash  from 
the  date  of  shipment.     The  one  we  deal  with  if  we  buy  on  the  first  of  this  month  we 
have  until  the  I5th  of  the  next  month  to  pay  for  it. 
By  Mr.  Fish^r  : 
Q.  Practically  you  find  that  all  these  first-clasa  companiea  have  the  same  prices  ? 
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By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  You  are  in  the  grain  basiness  ?    A.     Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  buy  barley?     A.   Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  Jinow  of  any  combination  to  regulate  the  price  of  barley  ?  A.  I  d® 
Bot  think  there  is. 

Q.  Are  you  buying  for  yourself?     A.  Yes. 

Q  Where  do  you  sell  ?  A.  All  over.  As  far  west  as  St.  Louis  and  soutli  as 
Baltimore. 

Q.  About  what  quantity  of  barley  do  you  handle  ?  A.  From  100,000  to  150',OOO 
bushels  according  to  the  crop.     We  have  bought  this  year  about  130,000  bushels. 

Q.  Are  there  others  in  the  businees  in  Cobourg  ?  A.  Yes,  two  more,  but  w© 
buy  more  than  half.  This  year  there  may  have  been  from  220,000  to  230,OU(J 
bushels  bought  there. 

Q.  You  could  get  plenty  of  vessels  for  your  coal  ?  A.  We  never  have  any 
trouble.    There  are  vessels  owned  in  the  towu.     It  is  the  dull  season  of  the  year. 


House  of  Commons,  Ottawa,  10th  April,  1888. 

The  Committee  on  alleged  Trade  Combinations  met  this  morning,  Mr.  Wallace 
in  the  chair. 

Geokge  F.  Hartt,  of  Montreal,  coal  dealer,  sworn : — 

By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  You  are  a  member  of  the  Montreal  Board  of  Trade  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  a  member  of  the  Corn  Kxchange  ?     A.  No. 

Q,  You  are  a  member  of  the  Coal  Exchange?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  an  association  in  connection  with  the  Board  of  Trade  ?     A.   No. 

Q.  It  is  oniiroly  independent  ?     A.   Yes;   entirely  independent. 

Q.  But  you  are  a  member  of  the  Montreal  Board  of  Trade?  A.  Yes;  bat  the 
</0al  B^ichange  is  not  a  branch  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Q.  You  do  not  require  to  become  a  member  ?     A;  No, 

Q,  When  was  this  association  established  ?     A.   Last  year. 

Q.  What  are  the  fees  for  membership  ?  A.  The  entrance  fee  at  present  is  $100, 
and  the  annual  dues  are  according  to  the  tonnage.  The  large  dealers  pay  m.oi« 
than  the  small  dealers. 

Q.  What  was  the  object  of  establishing  this  association?  A.  I  suppose  for  tha 
same  reason  that  most  organizations  of  that  kind  are  established  for.  The  trade  was 
thoroughly  demoralizad,  and  they  pelected  the  bent  means  they  could  to  maintaia 
uniform  prices  to  all  parties,  and  lo  prevent  abuses  that  had  grown  into  the  trade  ia 
the  way  of  obtaining  commissions,  and  other  means  of  obtaining  orders. 

Q,  It  was  a  local  movement,  and  spontaneous ;  it  originated  entirely  witli 
yourself?     A,  Yes. 

Q.  It  was  not  dictated  by  the  Americans?  A.  No;  it  only  affected  the  retaiL 
price  of  coal,  and  had  nothing  to  do  with  them. 

Q,  The  producers  on  the  other  side  did  not  interfere  ?  A.  They  did  not  inter- 
fere. Of  course,  they  like  to  see  us  getting  good  prices.  Three  out  of  the  five 
directors  are  representatives  of  the  American  coal  companies,  their  agents  there. 

Q.  That  is  the  Board  that  manages  the  Exchange  and  regulates  the  prices?  A^ 
Yes. 

Q.  Are  you  an  agent  ?     A.  Yes ;  I  am  a  commission  agents 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q-  You  are  an  agent  for  whom  ?     A.  For  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  Company, 
By  Mr.  Guiket  : 

Q.  Haw  often  do  you  meet?  A.  As  often  as  the  exigencies  of  the  case  requu«. 
We  have  regular  meetings  of  the  Exchange,  or  are  supposed  to  have,  twice  a  months 
and  we  have  Board  meetings  as^ofton  as  necessary. 
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Q.  Are  your  meetings  entirely  private  or  secret?  Are  raemborB  of  the  associa- 
tion admitted  to  the  directors'  meetings  ?  A.  I  do  not  think  they  would  be  refused 
admittance,  but  I  do  not  thiuk  ihey  have  ever  aeked  to  bo  present,  and  so  that  ques- 
tion has  never  come  up. 

1,^.  As  a  matter  of  fact  they  do  not  attend  ?     A.  No, 

Q  Have  you  any  oath  or  obligation  vsrhich  you  administer  to  your  members? 
A.  They  agree  to  abide  by  the  resolutions  and  b}'  the  prices  that  are  fixed,  but  there 
is  no  oath  or  anything  of  that  kind. 

Q.  Are  there  any  penalties?  A,  If  we  get  an  affidavit  accusing  a  member,  he 
38  given  a  fair  hearing  and  ho  is  fined  generally  about  the  profit  he  makes  on  the 
transaction. 

Q.  But  you  have  no  schedule  of  fines?     A.  No. 

Q.  And  then  are  they  subject  to  expulsion  ?  A.  Do  you  mean  expulsion  from 
the  Exchange  ? 

Q.  Tes  ?    A.  Not  within  the  rules. 

Q.  But  suppose  they  persist  in  disobeying  Ihe  rules,  what  do  you  do?  A.  I 
think  they  would  be  expelled  in  course  of  lime. 

Q.  Have  any  cases  of  that  kind  occurred  ?     A.  No. 

Q.   The  rules  of  the  association  are  kept  then?     A.  Oh,  yes  ;  very  well  kept. 

Q.  Have  you  a  list  of  the  prices  of  coal  last  year  ?  A.  Yes;  i  have  taken  stove 
coal  as  a  basis. 

By  Ihe  Chairman  : 

Q.  Kindly  give  us  the  retail  prices  of  coal  a.t  different  times  during  the  season  ? 
A.  The  retail  price  on  the  15th  of  May  was  85.60.  These  are  2,000  lbs.  delivered. 
On  the  18th  of  July,  $5.75;  1st  August,  16.00  ;  19lh  September,  $6.25  ;  I7th  October, 
St).50.  I  think  these  dates  are  right,  they  are  within  a  day  or  two.  On  November 
22nd  the  price  was  $7  which  is  the  price  now. 

Q.  Have  you  brought  your  invoices  with  you  ?  A.  No,  I  have  no  invoices.  I 
iave  the  wholesale  price  also. 

Q.  That  is  the  prices  at  which  you  sold  to  the  dealers  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Are  these  the  prices  delivered  in  Montreal?  A.  Yes;  to  the  dealers' yard 
-or  at  the  boat  or  cars.  On  the  15th  of  May,  81.75  ;  Ist  July,  84.89;  1st  August, 
S5.ll;  19ih  September,  85.33 ;  22nd  November,  85.» I.  These  are  the  prices  per 
jaet  ton  in  the  yard,  or  on  the  boat. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean   by  "  in  the  yard?"    A.  I  mean   in  my  yard,  or  on  the 
cars  or  boat.     They  handle  the  coal. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  Was  there  any  discounts  for  cash,  or  rebates?  A.  There  wore  discounts  to 
the  larger  dealers,  ten  cents  a  ton  off,  but  the  majority  of  the  dealers  paid  these 
prices. 

Q.  Would  yon  refuse  to  sell  to  men  outside  the  combination  ?     A.  In  Montreal? 

Q.  Yes  ?    A.  At  these  prices  we  would,  yes,  sir.     We   would   not  refuse  to  sell 
at  retail  prices  except  to  a  manufacturer  or  something  of  that  kind. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  do  a  retail  business  as  well  as  a  wholesale  business?     A.  Yes  sir. 
By  Mr.  Guillet ; 

Q.  A  dealer  who  is  not  in  the  combination  is  told  he  could  xx^t  have  his  coa! 
except  at  retail  prices  ?  A.  There  were  no  dealers  but  whsit  were  in  the  combina- 
-tion.  I  don't  think  that  we  had  any  enquiries  last  year  for  coal.  There  is  nothing 
to  prevent  them  buying  coal  in  the  States  you  know. 

Q.  Were  any  of  them  refused  admittance  into  the  association  ?  A.  Not  that  I 
xemember  of. 

Q.  Do  they  require  to  be  ballotted  for  when  they  apply  ?  A.  They  have  to  be 
accepted  by  the  Board  of  Directors.  There  was  an  application  from  a  man  who 
wasn't  in  the  trade  at  all,  who  had   been   a  canvasser  and  who  wanted  to  continue 
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118  calling  and  applied  for  membership  and   he   was  refused   because  he   was   not  a 
iealer. 

Q.  In  what  sense  ?  A.  He  had  no  yard.  He  wasn't  a  coal  merchant  in  any 
way. 

Q.  Who  was  your  secretary?    A.  His  name  is  Bell. 

Q,  I  suppose  records  are  kept  of  all  your  meetings?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  haven't  these  with  you?     A.  No,  sir. 
By  the  Chairman ; 

Q,  Your  secretary  here  is  a  man  named  Eobert  Holman  ?  A.  That  is  an  old 
book.     His  name  is  Eobert  Bell. 

Q.  What  is  his  address  ?  A.  To  tell  you  the  truth  I  don 't  know.  He  wa» 
employed  as  a  book-keeper  in  the  Montreal  woollen  mills  when  I  last  -^sawhim.  The 
prices,  I  may  say,  when  we  formed  the  association  we  laid  out  a  plan  that  it  is 
necessary  for  a  coal  dealer  lo  receive  at  least  50  cents  a  ton  profit  on  his  coal  and 
pay  his  expenses,  and  if  yon  figure  these  up  you  will  find,  taking  into  consideration 
the  carting  and  weighing  and  other  expenses,  that  there  is  an  average  of  about  50 
cents  a  ton  on  all  coal.  In  the  early  part  of  the  season  there  was  a  reduction  mad© 
to  churches,  religious  institutions  and  schools  of  25  cents  a  ton  off  this  letail  price 
which  was  adhered  to  during  the  time  that  they  generally  bought  their  coal — the 
early  part  of  the  year. 

By  Mr.  Quillet ; 

Q.  That  was  a  rule  of  the  association  ?  A.  Yes  ;  there  was  a  special  price  made 
for  that. 

Q.  How  did  you  arrange  for  the  tendering  for  city  coal  for  different  institutions  ? 
A.  We  met  and  fix€d  a  price. 

Q.  At  which  they  shall  go  in?     A.   Yes. 

Q.  Is  that  the  only  one  submitted  ?  A.  These  are  the  only  prices  that  the 
members  of  the  exchange  submitted. 

Q.  They  are  at  liberty  to  teuder  ?  A.  Anybody  can  tender,  bat  not  at  a  low 
rate. 

Q.  Who  gets  the  tender  if  there  is  no  competition?  Is  there  any  rule  by  which 
the  tender  would  be  given  ?  A.I  suppose  the  man  who  has  the  most  triends  in  the 
Council  would  get  the  contract.  '' 

Q  It  is  not  arranged  by  the  associalion  who  should  have  the  tender  ?  A.  Oh, 
no,  we  don't  do  anything  of  that  kind.  Our  association  don't  appertain  at  all  to  the 
nature  of  a  trust  in  any  way.  Competition  is  just  as  keen  between  the  dealers  as 
before.     We  don't  cut  prices  and  we  don't  pay  commissions. 

Q.  Are  the  dealers  at  liberty  to  employ  canvassers?  A.  Only  their  own  clerk. 
They  must  not  engage  a  person  to  go  outside,  other  than  their  own  clerk.  The 
clerk  is  allowed  to  go  and  canvass  according  to  the  rules  of  the  book  there  that  you 
see.  The  clerk  can  go  and  canvass,  but  we  have  broken  up  this  system  of  paying 
commissions  on  orders. 

Q.  They  may  advertise ?     A.   Oh,  yes. 

Q.   Are  they  allowed  to  give  discount?'  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  sell  on  time  ?  A.  There  is  no  rule  about  that.  It  is  for  their  own  pro- 
tection that  they  don't  want  to  do  that. 

Q.  They  sell,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  for  cash  ?  A.  Yes,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  for 
cash. 

Q.  How  many  of  the  producing  companies  are  represented  in  Montreal  by 
agents?    A.  Three  or  four. 

Q.  Not  all  of  them  ?     A.   Some  of  them  are  not  represented. 

Q.  Do  they  sell  any  coal  in  Montreal?     A.  Oh,  yes,  my  goodness,  yes.     There 
is  coal  comes  outside  of  the  agents  there.     Dealers  go  to  New  York  and  buy  coal ; 
the  outsider  goes  to  New  York  and  buys  coal. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  These  men  who  are  not  represented  in  the  association  may  put  it  as  low  as 
they  please?    A.  May  put  it  just  as  low  as  they  choose  or  any  way  they  like. 
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Q.  There  is  no  limitation  ?  A.  No,  no  limitation.  As  a  matter  of  fact  any- 
dealer  can  go  to  New  York  and  get  his  coal ;  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  him,  but 
he  could  not  buy  it  any  lower  than  we  sell  it.  Our  prices  are  made  low  enough  to  take 
a  trade. 

Q.  Are  these  wholesale  prices  not  arranged  by  a  Board  ?     A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  there  no  arrangement  among  tho  agents  in  the  city  as  to  what  the  prices 
shall  be?  A.  There  is  no  arrangement  amongst  them  at  all.  Our  prices  are  fixed 
by  the  company  in  the  States,  and  I  get  word  if  there  is  a  change  made. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  are  they  always  uniform  ?  A.  Pretty  much  uniform  as 
they  are  all  over. 

By  Mr.  Boyle : 

Q.  Why  is  it  that  a  dealer  cannot  buy  his  coal  any  cheaper  in  New  York  than 
you  sell  it  to  him  ?  A.  Because  we  are  there  to  do  business  and  we  cannot  let  any 
other  man  do  that. 

Q,  Is  it  because  the  Now  York  dealer  charges  the  Montreal  dealer  more  ?  A. 
The  New  York  dealer  has  no  interest  whatever  in  our  association. 

Q.  Is  there  any  difference  between  your  purchasing  price  and  the  New  York 
market?    A.  Wholesale  coal  ? 

Q.  Yes?     A.  Between  our  pi  ices? 

Q.  Can  you  not  buy  coal  cheaper  iu  New  York  than  the  single  dealer  or  mem- 
bers of  your  combine  ?     A.  I  don't  think  so  -■  no. 

The  Chaibman. — Mr.  Hartt  has  explained  that  he  is  the  agent  of  the  Delaware 
and  Hudson  Canal  Company,  coal  producers. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  WmtwortK)  : 

Q.  1  suppose  these  wholesale  prices  you  quoted  were  the  prices  you  quoted  as 
agent  of  that  company  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  These  were  the  best  rates  you  gave  your  customers  with  the  exception  of 
10  cents  per  ton  for  large  orders  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  iO  cents  per  ton,  not  10  per  cent.?     A.  There  is  no  10  per  cent,  in  coal. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q,  When  was  your  association  formed,  Mr.  Hartt  ?     A.  Just  about  one  year  ago. 

Q.  Not  till  then?    A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  has  business  been  done  previous  to  that?  A.  It  had  been  done  in  a 
very  mixed  manner,  every  man  for  himself. 

Q.  The  same  as  other  lines  of  business?     A.  Yes  and  worse. 

Q.  Yon  a;e  the  agent  of  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  Company.  What  is  the 
nature  of  your  agency  ?  What  are  your  powers  ?  What  kind  of  fees  do  you  get?  You 
sell  all  the  coal  that  that  company  sell  in  Montreal,  do  you?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  get  a  commission  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  J  hen  jou  are  a  coal  dealer  as  well ?  A.  I  am  a  dealer  in  other  coals  as  well 
but  no  other  hard  coals. 

Q.  Do  you  compete  with  these  men  you  sell  to  ?  A.  Yes,  I  retail  alongside  of 
them. 

Q.  What  is  this  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  Company  ?  Are  they  coal  minors 
■or  coal  forwarders,  or  both  ?     A.  Both. 

Q.   Where  are  their  mines  ?     A.  Pennsylvania. 

Q.  Whut  part  ?    A.  They  are  scattered  tbrough  the  anthracite  region. 

Q    Ditferont  mines  ?     A.  Forty  or  fifty. 

Q.  What  is  the  general  way  that  their  coal  is  forwarded  to  Montreal  ?  A.  They 
ship  most  of  their  coal  through  Eonse's  Point.     They  own  the  road  to  Eonse's  Point. 

Q.  They  ship  coal  to  and  from  there  ?  A.  It  is  brought  by  the  Grand  Trunk. 
That  is  the  way  they  bring  most  of  the  coal  to  Montreal.  We  bring  some  by  water, 
too. 

Q.  By  Lake  Champlain  ?     A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Caa  you  tell  us  what  the  freights  are?  Suppose  another  person  bought 
coal,  what  are  the  freights  to  bring  it  to  Montreal  ?  A.  Well,  I  am  afraid  it  would 
take  a  good  while  to  post  you  up  in  the  coal   business,  but  coal  is  shipped  from  a 
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great  many  different  points.  It  is  shipped  for  Montreal,  beginning  on  Lake  Ontario 
from  Fairhaven,  Oswego,  and  then  from  Whitehall  and  all  the  way  down  different 
points  on  the  Hudson  as  far  as  New  York,  and  it  is  impossible  to  tell  you  what  the 
freights  are  from  each  point. 

Q.  What  is  the  freight  say  frem  Oswego  to  Montreal  for  coal  shipped  to 
Oswego  ?  A.  It  is  out  ot  my  line  altogether,  but  I  think  it  is  somewhere  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Si. 35. 

Q.  From  Oswego  to  Montreal  ?     A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth  )  : 
Q.  That  would  be  by  water  ?     A.  Yes. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  That  would  make  coal  in  Montreal  a  lot  dearer  than  coal  in  Toronto  ?  A.  Yes. 
Q.  Your   retail  price  is   about  the  same   as  Toronto  ?     You  are  doing  business 
there  more  cheaply  than  some  other  places.    The  freight  from  Oswego  is  about  $1.35  ? 
A.  Yes,  I  think  it  is  about  the  rate  last  year. 

Q.  That  is   about  the   best   rate,  was  it  ?     A.   Yes  ;  but  I  am  not  thoroughly 
familiar.     We  don't  ship  from  there. 
Q.  Tou  come  by  cars  ?     A.  Yes. 

The  Chairman. — He  says  that  this  is  about  the  lowest  rate  last  season. 
Mr.  Boyle. — They  don't  patronize  that  route  though,  apparently. 
Witness. — There  are  others  that  do. 

By  Mr,  Boyle  : 
Q.  You  get  it  the  other  way  cheaper?    A,  It  suits  us  better  to  send  it  over  our 
own  railroad. 

By  Mr,  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  You  own  the  road  to  Eouse's  Point,  and  you  would  naturally  use  your  own 
road  ?    A.  Yes. 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  What  is  the  name  of  that  road  to  Eouse's  Point?  A.  The  Delaware  and  Hudson. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  Do  you   remember   the   prices   that  your  company  fixed  for  contracts  to 
Montreal  last  season  ?     A    I  don't  know. 

Q.  What  was  the  '■esult  of  these  tenders  ;  did  some  member  of  the  company  get 
these  contracts  ?    A .  Do  you  mean  tendering  for  the  corporation  ? 

Q.  Yes  ?     A.  Well  that  was  taken  by  a  man  who  cut   the   price   of  soft  coal. 
There  were  five  tons  of  soft  coal  wanted,  and  he  put  that  soft  coal  down  to  a  very 
low  figure  and  got  the  contract. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Was  that  the  waterworks  contract?     A,  That  was  the  city  contract. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  They  only  asked  for  five  tons  of  soft  coal  in  the  tender  ?   A.  I  think  it  is  five 
tons ;  a  very  small  quantity. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 
Q.  Could  they  not  have  bought  the  coal  direct  from  you;  you  say  you   sold  ta 
large  institutions  ?    A.  Eeligious  institutions. 

Q.  You  would  not  sell  the  city  at  wholesale   rates  ?     A.   Well,   we   didn't   last 
year.    There  was  a  special  discount  to  institutions  that  deserve  it. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  Were  his  prices  the  same?     A.  Yes,  his  prices  were  the  same. 
Q.  I  understand  you  to  say  he  cut  you  out  of  the  contract  by  cutting  the  price 
of  soft  coal  and  got  the  contract?    A.  That  was  a  door  we  left  open  that  we  had  for- 
gotten. 

By  Mr.  Guillet: 
Q.  Ho  was  an  outsider  ?     A.  No,  he  was  one  of  the  members. 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  Did  these  parties  who  purchased  coal  from  your  company  pay  you  ?   A.  Yes. 
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Q.  Are  you  the  treasurer  who  gets  the  rnqney  from  these  men  7  A.  Yes  ;  I  am 
responsible  for  the  whole  thing. 

Q.  You  are  certain  that  the  largest  discount  that  has  been  allowed  daring  the 
last  season  was  ten  cents  a  gross  ton  ?     A.  I  only  speak  for  myself,  sir. 

Q.  I  am  speaking  of  your  company.    That  is  the  largest  discount    allowed    by 
your  company  on  that  list  of  prices  ?    A.  Yes,  this  ten  cents  per  gross  ton. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  ■ 

Q.  Are  you  not  prohibited  from  contracting  yourself  with  the  city  as  agent  of 
the  company  by  the  association  ?     A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  can  contract  with  the  city  at  these  rates  if  you  choose  ?  A.  No,  sir,  I 
could  not  do  that.  I  have  to  fix  the  same  rates  as  the  other  members  for  anything 
except  dealers  who  are  members  of  the  Exchange.  I  can  sell  to  members  of  the 
Bxchanga  at  the  price  my  company  tell  me  to  get  for  the  coal, 

Q.  You  said  you  could  sell  to  large  institutions  £   think.     A.  fieligious   institu- 
tions.    These  are  specially  provided  for  by  the  board.     The  whole  object  of  the  Coal 
Exchange   is  that  the  dealers   shall   make   about   half  a   dollar  a  ton.     They  are 
entitled  to  that  as  any  man  who  has  been  in  the  business  will  know. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Is  there  any  competition  there.     What  are  these  companies  who  are  selling  ' 
in  Montreal?     A.  There  is  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  and  Western  and  there  is  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Company.     I  think  these  are  the  principal  ones  besides  my  own. 

Q.  Is  there  active  competition  between  you  three  companies  to  get  the  business 
of  Montreal  ?     4--  Yes,  keen. 

Q.  There  i»  no  pooling  of  receipts  between  the  respective  companies?     A.  No. 

Q.  You  do  not  woik  jointly,  you  are  competing  parties?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  But  have  to  keep  uniform  prices?     A.  We  have  no  control. 

Q.  These  are  your  prices  at  these  dates.  Do  you  know  as  a  matter  of  fact  that 
these  were  the  prices  of  the  other  coal  companies  on  the  same  dates  ?  A.  I  do  not 
know  that  they  were  but  I  think  they  were.  We  have  no  arrangement  as  regards 
wholesale  prices,  but  I  think  the  sales  agent  in  the  States  intend  to  make  prices 
about  the  same.     That  is  wholesale  prices. 

Q.  So  that  you  in  Montreal  compete  ?     A.  I  merely  obey  the  orders  I  get.  They 
do  the  same.  I  do  not  know  what  telegrams  they  get,  but  I  think  they  are  about  the ' 
same.     If  not  and  we  were  lower  we  would  do  all  the  business. 

Q.  How  does  the  quality  of  coal  compare  of  these  companies  ?  A.  Very  much 
the  same. 

By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  Do  you  t-ell  coal  outside  of  Montreal  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  To  what  other  place  ?     A.  All  through  the  Province  of  Quebec. 

Q.  Any  in  this  Province  ?     A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  8  11  in  Ottawa?  A.  No,  sir,  it  is  out  of  my  district.  We  cannot  send 
coal  to  Ottawa  by  that  route.  I  am  the  representative  of  the  Province  of  Quebec. 
The  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  Company  sell  coal  here,  but  I  do  not  know  whom 
they  sell  to. 

Q.  In  selling   oatfiide   of  Montreal  do  you   offer  the  prices   according  to  the 
distance?    A.  It  is  a  small  trade  and  the  total  quantity  in  any  one  place  is  small 
and  it  is  generally  sold  at  F.  O.  B.  prices. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Do  you  sell  in  the  city  of  Quebec  ?     A.   Yes. 

Q.  Have  you  the  prices  you  sell  at  in  Quebec?  A.  No;  I  cannot  tell  you  that. 
They  are  regulated  according  to  the  competing  rates  in  other  places. 

Q.  Yon  might  possibly  be  selling  lower  in  Quebec  than  in  Montreal  ?  A.  No; 
it  costs  more  to  get  it  there. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  * 

Q.  Do  the  Welsh  or  English  companies  compete  in  Quebec  ?  A.  To  a  oertaia 
extent,  but  very  little. 
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Q.  That  will  affect  your  rates  more  than  anything  else  ?  A.  We  do  not  pay  any 
attention  to  that.  You  must  remember  that  our  prices  are  fixed  by  the  coal  com- 
panies in  the  United  States  and  they  are  regulated  by  the  state  of.,trade  there.  If 
they  can  get  more  for  coal  to  go  to  Chicago  it  will  go  there,  unless  we  give  the  same 
rates. 

By  Mr.  Landry  ; 
Q.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  the  two  other  rival  companies  are  regu- 
lated by  the  agents  trom  whom  they  buy  in  the  States  ?    A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  whether  these  gentlemen  and  those  from  whom  youi 
buy  have  an  understanding  as  to  the  prices?  A.  I  presume  they  do,  but  I  do  not 
know  anything  about  it. 

Q.  Th'tn  your  prices  and  those  of  the  companies  you  speak  of  are  about  the 
same  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  there  is  no  competition  ?     A.  There  is  very  keen  competition. 
Q.    How  can  that  be  ?     A.   In  selling  not  in  prices.     You    muit   try  and   be   a 
good  fellow  with  your  customers. 

By  Mr.  Bain  {Went worth)  : 
Q.   Have  you  any  idea  of  the   amount  of  coal  coming  into  Montreal  this  year  T 
A.   210,000  or  215,000  tons. 
By  the  Chairman: 
Q.   How  much  do  you  bring  in  ?    A.   About  70,000  tons. 

By  Mr.  Guillet : 
Q.   You  offer  terms  as  to  time  ?     A.   No,  we  try  and  get  cash  every  time. 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q.   Your  terms  are  the  10th  of  next  month  ?     A.    We    try  and   get   that   but 
sometimes  we  do  not  succeed. 

Q,   Do  you  deal  in  soft  coal  too  ?     A.   Yes  sir. 

Q.   Where  do  you  get  your  soft  coal  ?     A.    Bay  it  on  the  market  there.         ^ 
Q.    Where  doss  the  soft  coal  for  the  Montreal  market  come  from  ?     A.   Mostly- 
from  the  lower  ports. 

Q,  What  do  they  sell  it  for  ?     A.   I  know  very  little  about   it.     Certain  of  the 
poorest  qualities  sell  for  $3,  of  Cape  Breton  coal. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.   How  is  it  you  cannot  compete  with  them  in  soft  coal  ?     At   We  are  not  softi 
coal  men  at  all. 

Q.    You  are  not  agent  for  the  soft  coal  mine  ?     A.   No. 

By  Mr.  GuiUet  : 
Q.  You  do  not  supply  it  to  dealers  in  anthracite?     A.   No. 

By  Mr.  Wood  {Westmoreland)  : 
Q.  I  think  you  stated  that  any  other  dealer  in  Montreal  could,  but  in  the  Unitecf 
States  it  would  cost  him  about  the  same  as  through  you  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q  You  mean  he  would  have  to  pay  a  margin  to  the  dealer  and  not  get  it  direct 
from  the  mines  ?  A.  There  is  nobody  bays  direct  from  the  mines.  The  large 
companies,  understand,  have  their  offices  in  New  York,  Buffalo  and  the  largest 
points.  They  might  go  to  some  of  the  large  companies  not  represented  in  Montreal, 
Q.  It  would  cost  the  same  in  that  case  as  buying  from  you  ?  A.  Yes. 
Q.  Do  you  know  how  the  prices  compare  in  Montreal  and  in  the  Americam 
cities  ;  the  selling  prices  wholesale  and  retail  ?  A.  Generally  about  the  F.  O.  B, 
price  and  the  freight  added. 

Q.  The  only  difference  being  of  freight  ?     A.  Yes. 

By  the  Chairman  ; 
Q.  What  is  the  freight  from  Eouse's  Point  to  Montreal  ?     A.  50  cents. 
Q.  Have  you  any  arrangement,  or  has   your   company   with   the  railways  foi- 
special  or  exclusive  rates  ?     A.  No  ;    but  I  know  we  could  not  have  under  the  inter- 
strate  law. 

Q.  But  the  Canadian  railways  I  speak  of  ?    A.  They  do  not  como  under  the  mter- 
atate  law ;  it  is  over  the  border  I  speak  of. 
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Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  arrangement  between  the  railways  and  these  coal  com- 
ipanies?     A.  No. 

Q.  Ton  do  not  think  there  is  any  such  arrangement?  A.  I  do  not  think  there 
is  as  far  as  our  company  goes.  I  do  not  know  about  other  people.  There  cannot  be 
Bnder  that  law.     They  have  to  have  the  rates  &tack  up  in  the  stations. 

Q.  That  does  not  apply  to  Canadian  roade  ?  A.  it  is  a  very  good  law  and  it  is 
the  foundation  of  this  exchange  of  ours  to  have  equal  prices  to  everybody.  It  is  far 
more  satisfactory  to  the  buyer  as  well  as  to  the  seller  as  long  as  the  prices  are  not 
exorbitant. 

By  Mr,  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 

Q.  The  object  is  simply  lo  regulate  prices  ?  A.  About  on  the  basis  I  have  men- 
tioned of  50  cents  a  ton  profit;  to  maintain  it  and  to  see  that  it  is  maintained. 

Q.  You  state  that  this  association  has  been  formed  about  a  year?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  do  the  profits  compare  now  with  what  they  were  before  the  formiation 
of  the  association  ?     A.  They  were  varying.     We  got  all  we  could  get  for  coal. 

Q.   Would  that  average  50  cents  a  ton?     A.  I  think  they  did   taking  the    year 
rounO,  and  some  decent  men  would  be  asked  a  high  figure  for  coal,    much  more  than 
th«  scalawags  who  would  go  round  and  beat  the  prices  down. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  ■  About  these  prices,  in  the  early  part  of  the  season  the  gross  profit  was  94 
cents  aod  averaged  that  right  along.  Off  that  you  say  you  made  50  cents  profit  ?  A, 
There  is  cartage  and  weighing. 

Q.  There  would  be  40  to  45  cents  of  expenses  for  cartage  and  weighing,  so  that 
you  had  about  50  cents  ?     A.   It  cost  more  than  that. 

Q.  You  say  you  had  50  cents  clear?  A.  It  was  about  that.  It  was  more  ia- 
some  cases  and  less  in  others. 

Q.  Then  your  expenses  would  be  abaut  50  cents  per  ton  ?  A.  We  calculate 
about  that. 

Q.  Some  statements  have  been  made  here  as  high  as  81.30  per  ton.  What  do 
you  think  of  a  statement  of  that  kind  ?  A.  It  would  not  be  that  ic  Montreal.  What 
town  was  it  it. 

Q.  Toronto  ?  A.  Ihere  might  be  some  expenses  we  are  not  aware  of.  Our  ex- 
penses are  fully  50  cents  per  ton. 

Q.  And  your  profits  over  that  are  about  50  cents  a  ton  ?    A.  Yes,  we  expect  that. 
By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 

Q.  I  think  you  said  that  you  do  not  remember  the  prices  that  the  corporation 
paid?    A.  No,  sir. 

Q,  That  was  fixed  by  the  Exchange  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  did  that  compare  with  the  prices  yonr  selling  to  other  large  buyers? 
A.  I  think  it  was  the  regular  retail  price, 

Q.  I  did  not  happen  to  be  in  when  the  prices  were  given.  How  did  that  com- 
pare with  your  wholesale  prices  to  manuia«turers  ?  A.  Tho  figures  are  all  there 
(pointing  to  the  list  on  the  table) 

Q.  Then  the  corporation  paid  the  retail  price?  A.  I  believe  they  did.  There 
wonla  be  no  reduction  to  them  any  more  than  to  a  small  dealer. 

Q.  What  quantities  did  they  take?  A.  500  tons ;  bat  it  is  taken  to  so  many 
placet.,  to  police  stations  all  over  the  city.     That  includes  cartage  and  handling. 

Q.  Is  there  not  a  different  price  for  the  wholesale  consumer  and  the  retail  con- 
sumer. Does  not  a  man  who  buys  500  tons  get  a  better  price  than  the  man  who 
fcnys  10  tons  in  the  year?  A.  You  mean  individuals  ?  No,  sir,  there  is  no  reduc- 
tion made  except  they  were  religious  institutions  or  schools. 

Q.  A  manufacturer  who  used  from  100  to  500  tons  of  coal  would  pay  the  same? 
A.  Manufacturers  last  spring  were  made  a  special  price  to  those  using   100   tons   of 
■coal  to  be  taken  in  one  delivery. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.   Wnat  was  the  special  price  ?    A.  It  was  our  wholesale  price. 

Q.   They  got  the  same  price  as  the  dealer  ?     A.   Yes. 
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Q.   I  fee  here  you  provide  for  the  expulsion  of  a  man  who  undersells  ?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  would  be  the  particular  disabilities  if  he  were  expelled  ?  A.  We  do 
not  sell  coal  at  wholesale  prices  to  anybody  who  is  going  to  sell  it  again  unless  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Exchange,  and  it  he  is  expelled  he  is  not  a  member  of  the  Exchange, 

Q.  Tou  said  he  could  buy  coal  in  New  York  at  about  the  same  price  ?  A. 
There  is  nothing  to  prevent  him. 

Q.  The  disability  then  is  that  he  would  have  to  go  to  the  trouble  of  buying  it 
outside?     A.  That  is  it. 


William  Bowman,  of  London,  coal  and  wood  dealer,  sworn. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Have  you  a  Coal  Association  in  London  ?     A.  Yes  ;  a  Coal  BschaDge. 
Q.  Have  you  a  constitution  ?     A.    Yes.     {Exhibit  37a.) 

Q.  You  heard  the  evidence  of  the  last  witness.  In  what  particular  does  it  differ 
from  your  constitution  ?  A.  Well,  the  origin  of  ours  is  different.  Theirs  was  spon- 
taneous on  their  part ;  ours  was  compulsory. 

Q.  When  was  your  association  organized?  A.  In  1884.  {Exhibit  ola. 
Preamble.') 

Q.  The  origin  of  yours  was  compulsory  ?     A.    Yes. 

Q.  What  were  the  difficulties  under  which  you  labored  ?  A.  Well,  the  diffi- 
culties were  that  the  coal  business  was  getting  demoralized,  and  every  man  was 
getting  his  own  price,  and  we  were  cutting  down  until  there  were  no  profits  made. 
Q.  Do  you  not  find  that  other  business  men  from  whom  you  buy  your  boots  or 
your  coat,  do  you  not  find  that  they  get  demoralized  also,  as  you  say  ?  A.  Well, 
two  blacks  do  not  make  a  white. 

Q.  Do  you  think  it  is  a  great  wrong  that  there  should  be  competition?  A. 
Well,  as  regards  the  coal  business,  every  man  thinks  he  can  run  the  coal  businessi 
Farmers  who  have  obtained  some  means,  and  perfectly  green  as  regards  the  coal 
trade,  come  in  and  try  to  run  it,  and  now  we  have  18  of  them. 

Q.  And  now  you  want   to  get  them   reduced  ?    A.  Some  parties  wrote   to   the 
Buffalo  Exchange  calling  attention  to  the  state  of  our  market. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 
Q.   Who   were   they?     A.   I  do  not   know.     We   have    Messrs.   Mc Williams, 
Smith,    Underbill  and  Orton.     These  are   the  representatives  of   all   the  large   coal 
men  in  Buffalo. 

Q.  Yon  say  some  one  wrote  to  them?     A.    Yes;  I  do  not   know  all  the   coal 
men  in  Buffalo.     Some   of  the  London   dealers  had   sent  them  to  meet  them  at  the 
Tecumseh  House  on  a  certain  day. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Do  you  know  who   it  was  that  invited  the  American  coal  dealers  to  eomef 
over?    A.  1  have  said  distinctly  that  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  ?     A.  No ;  I  had  my  suspicions. 

By  Mr.  Guillet : 
Q.  You  were  complained  of  ?     A.  I  was  complained  of. 
Q.  By  whom  ?     A.  By  some  parties  that  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  In  the  first  place  you  were  complained  of  to  the  Buffalo  dealers,  ard  before 
that  you  speak  of  having  given  offence  by  cutting  the  rates.  Who  were  these  men 
^  whom  you  gave  offence  ?  A.  I  do  not  know.  It  was  the  trade  generally  that 
got  demoralized. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  What  was  your  offence  ?    A.  The  offence  was,  according  to  the  Coal  Bxchangdj 
that  we  were  selling  too  low. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 
Q,  There  was  a  Coal  Exchange  at  that  time  ?    A.  There  was  not. 
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Q.  Bnt  according  to  your  previoas  statements  there  was  a  Coal  Exchange?  A- 
There  was  no  Coal  Exchange  in  London,  but  there  was  a  Coal  Exchange  in  Bafialo. 

Q.  This  was  in  1884?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  then  the  Coal  Exchange  was  formed  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Of  which  you  are  a  member  7     A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  of  which  you  were  vice-president  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  continue  in  that  office?    Twelve  months. 

Q.  What  office  do  you  hold  now  ?  A.  I  was  elected  president  next  year,  hut  I 
am  now  a  simple  member  of  the  exchange. 

Q.  What  are  the  conditions  for  membership  ?  A.  That  they  will  agree  to  be 
bound  by  the  rules  of  the  association.  '^ 

Q.  No  certain  fee  ?    A.  Oh.  ye?,  $5. 

Q.  Is  there  any  obligation,  any  oath  to  be  taken  ?     A.  None. 

Q.  What  punishment  is  inflicted  for  violation  of  the  rules  ?  A.  No  punishment,, 
except  being  reported  to  Buffalo. 

Q.  Yon  report  the  name  to  Buffalo  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  does  that  mean  ?     A.  They  say  they  will  not  sell  them  any  coaL 

Q.  You  report  the  name  to  Buffalo  then  in  order  that  they  will  not  receive  any 
more  coal  ?  A.  They  would  examine  into  the  case,  and  if  the  offence  was  strong 
against  them,  they  would  not  get  any  more  coal. 

Q.  But  do  you  not  examine  into  the  case  first  ?  A.  Yes,  and  report  tbeevidence 
to  them. 

Q.  You  report  the  evidence  and  request  that  these  persons  be  not  supplied  with 
coal  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  have  an  arrangement  with  the  Buffalo  men  to  that  effect  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  get  all  your  coal  from  Buffalo  ?     A.  Yes,  all  the  hard  coal. 

Q.  What  is  the  freight  from  Buffalo  to  London?  A.  The  summer  rate  is  90 
oents  and  the  winter  rate  $1.03.    That  is  the  net  ton. 

Q.  What  is  the  price,  and  where  do  you  purchase?  Do  you  puichase  it 
delivered  or  in  Buffalo  ?  A.  In  Buffalo  or  at  the  Bridge.  Either  at  the  Suspensioti 
Bridge  or  at  Buffalo. 

Q.  What  were  the  prices  during  the  last  season  ?  A.  Well,  they  varied  very 
largely.  In  June  and  July  the  price  was  $3.84  per  net  ton  (Exhibit  37 — b . )  and  in 
November  and  December  $4.91  (Exhibit  37 — c). 

Q.  What  were  the  prices  in  August,  or  did  the  June  and  July  price  prevail  ? 
A.  No,  they  came  up  gradually. 

Q.  This  was  the  price  at  the  Suspension  Bridge?  A.  Yes,  either  the  Suspen- 
sion or  International  Bridge. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  the  prices  in  August  ?  A.  No.  The  price  in  November 
and  December  was  $4.91, 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  the  prices  in  August,  September  and  October?  A.  They 
varied.     They  ran  up  between  these  two  points. 

Q.  What  were  they  ?     A.  I  have  no  invoices. 

Q.  Did  you  purchase  any  coal  during  those  months  ?  A.  I  bought  principally 
in  June  and  July.  Our  stocks  began  to  run  low  at  the  commencement  of  November 
and  we  bought  again. 

Q.  Do  you  get  a  monthly  price  list  ?     A.  Yes,  but  I  have  none  with  me. 

Q.  Isee  that  the  prices  at  Eochester  are  $3.57  in  July  and  25  cents  disoount 
off?  A.  We  do  not  buy  from  Eochester.  Eochester  is  much  nearer  the  point  of 
production.  We  get  the  Bridge  prices.  Our  prices  are  those  at  Buffalo  orattbe 
Bridge. 

Q.  Then  you  do  not  know  the  prices  for  August,  September  and  October  ?  A. 
No. 

Q.  What  were  the  prices  you  paid  in  November  and  December  ?    A.  14.91 
was  what  we  paid  then . 
By  Mr.  Gw.llet: 
Q.  The  net  price  without  any  rebate  ?    A.  Yes. 
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By  the  OJmirman  : 
Q.  Did  you  pay  any  other  prices  in  November?     A.  We  paid  as  high  as  $5. 
Q.  And  the  lowest  ?     A.  Was  $4,91,  we  paid  as  high  in  December  as  $6.B0  per 
gross  ton. 
•         Q.  The  net  price  in  Jane  and  July  was  $3.84  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  $4.90  per  net  ton  is  more  than  $5.30  per  gross  ton  ?  A.  Yes;  we  paid  as  high 
as  85.70.     Other  parties  paid  still  higher.    I  was  reading  the  invoice. 

Q.  Let  us  understand  each  other.    Now  yon  say  you  paid  in  December  as  high 
as  $5.30  ?    A.  $4.91  would  be  $5.50  gross. 

Q.  Well,  then  you  said  you  paid  as  high  as  $5  30  gross.     What  did  you  mean  ? 
A.  Well,  we  paid  from  $5.30  to  $5.50.     We   paid   $5.30   and   another  dealer   paid 
$5.50.     We  were  paying  all  sorts  of  prices.     Prices  varied  very  much  at  that  time. 
Q.  You  were  giving  your  own  prices  ?     A.  I  am  giving  the  prices  to  the  trade. 
Q.  How  do  you  know  ?     A.  I  got  the  list  when  1  came  down. 
Q.  You  cannot  swear  to  other  prices  than  your  own  ?     A.  I   can   swear   to  the 
invoices.     I  have  heard  of  it  being  as  high  as  $5. 75. 
Q.  These  were  the  prices  at  the  Bridge  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  prices  are  you  paying  now  ?    A.  We  pay  $4.25  per  gross  ton  now. 
Q,  $4.25  per  gross  ton  ?     A.  Yes  ;  just  now. 
Q.  How  much  would  that  be  net?     A.  $3.79. 
Q.   Your  present  price  of  coal  is  $3.79  ?     A.  Yee,  this  month. 
Q.  And  your  freight  how  much  ?     A.  $1.03. 

Q.  Yoar  unloading  costs  15  cents ;  slacking  and  screening  25  cents,  and  I  see 
teaming  put  down  at  30  cents,  that  makes  a  total  of  70  cents  ?  A.  There  is  a 
memorandum  at  the  bottom. 

Q.  These  are  the  total  expenses?  A.  Independent  of  our  yard  and  oflSoe 
expenses,  insuiaoce,  advertising,  etc. 

Q.  What  is  yoar  retail  selling  price  to-day?     A.  $6.50. 

Q.  I  see  you  have  marked  here  $7.00  ?     {Exhibit  37—  d.^     A.  That  was    up   to 
the  commencement  of  this  month,  until  the  fall  in  the  price. 
By  Mr.  Casgrain : 
Q.  What  18  yoar  average  profit  per  ton  ?     A.  Taking   the   hard   and   soft   coal 
togetner,  we  do  not  expect  to  realize  above  30  cents  per  ton,  when  all  our  expenses 
and  bad  debts  are  taken  into  account.     We  consider  wo  are  doing  a  very  good  thing 
if,  after  squaring  everything  off,  bad  debts  and  all,  we  get  a  profit  of  30  cents  a  ton. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Your  present  price,  that  is  the  price  you  pay  for   your   coal,    is   $3.75,   and 
your  freight  $1  03,  and  your  expenses  70  cents.     That  makes  a  total   of  $5.52?     A. 
There  is  a  memorandum  at  the  bottom. 

Q.  Yes,  there  is  this  at  the  bottom :  "  This  does  not  allow  anything  for  bad 
debts,  which  are  sure  to  occur,  to  a  greater  or  less  degree,  nor  office  expenses,  rent 
of  yard,  insurance  and  interest  on  capital  invested,  advertising,  etc."  You  get  about 
$6.50,  and  it  costs  you  $3.79,  with  $1.03  for  treight  and  70  cents  for  expenses. 
What  was  the  price  before  the  last  quotation  you  gave,  $3.79  ?  A.  The  price  of  coal 
during  January  and  February  was  $4.46.     (Exhibit  37  d). 

Q.  And  before  that  ?     A.  Before  that  it  was  $4.91  and  before  that,  $3.84. 
Q.  But  you  have  a  statement  before  that  showing  that  it  was   $4.24  ?     {Exhibit 
31— d.)     A.  That  is  January  and  February. 

Q.  Well,  you  say  $4  46  ?     A.  It  is  down  since. 

Q.  You  give  us  a  number  of  prices.  Who  was  Henry  Langdon  &  Co.?  A.  A 
Buffalo  firm. 

Q.  And  delivered  to  A.  D.  Cameron  ?     A.    One  of  our  largest  coal  dealers. 
Q.  You  are  giving  us  his  invoices.     Would  it  not  be  better  to  give  your  own? 
A.  I  have  given  some  of  my  own.    There  are  no  discounts  off  these  invoices. 
Q.  Did  you  get  any  discounts  off  these?    A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  get  discounts  sometimes  ?     A.  No ;  never  any  discounts  off  those 
invoice  prices.     Prices  differ  from  the  circular. 
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Q.  Have  you  got  a  circular  ?  A.  No,  but  they  do  not  fix  the  price.  The  prices 
can  be  altered  any  date  without  notice. 

Q.  But  they  send  you  a  circular  when  they  change  the  prices  ?  A.  They  send 
ns  a  circular  every  month. 

Q.  And  they  send  you  a  circular  when  they  alter  the  price?  A.  They  keep., 
altering  the  price  according  to  the  demand  at  BuflFalo. 

Q,  You  have  no  invoices  of  a  later  date  than.  January  and  February,  or  of  an 
earlier  date  ?     A.   No. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  What  time  of  the  year  do  you  buy  the  bulk  of  your  coal  as  a  rule  ?  A. 
Generally  in  June  and  July. 

Q.  You  get  larger  aeliveries  then  than  at  any  other  time  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  I  see  you  are  quoting  coal  at  $4.91,  and  you  state  that  the  November  and 
December  prices  were  $4.91.  I  don't  see  any  here  among  your  invoices  at  $4.91  ? 
A.  These  are  other  invoices. 

Q.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  quote  your  own  invoices?     A.  What  is  the  gross? 

Q.  $5.30  ?    A.  $4.73. 

Q.  $5.00  ?    A.  $1.46. 

Q:  The  price  on  December  the  16th  was  $4.46  and  $4.73  was  your  price.  I  see 
you  bought  coal  in  Toronto  ?    A.  That  is  the  Delaware  and  Lackawanna. 

Q.  Prom  Elias  Rogers  ?     A.  He  was  acting  as  their  agent. 

Q.  On  December  the  15th  it  was  $4.46  and  $4.73  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  January  the  10th,  you  bought  it  at  $4.75  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q,  That  was  how  much  not  ?     A.  $4.24. 

Q.  January  the  28th,  $5.00.     What  was  that  net  ?     A.  That  is  $4.46. 

Q.  In  February  you  bought  again  at  $4.46  and  later  on  at  $5.20.  How  much  ia 
that?    A.  $5.20,  that  is  $-1,64. 

Q.  And  again  at  84  90  ?     A.  $4  90  is  $4.S7. 

Q.   Did  you  buy  in  Montreal  ?     A.  A  smaU  quantity. 

Q.  What  price  did  you  pay  in  Montreal  ?  A.  It  is  not  delivered  yet.  It  is 
$4.25  gross. 

Q.   That  is  how  much  ?     A.  $3.79  net. 

Q.  How  do  you  sell  to  manufacturers?     A.  50  cents  less  than  the  retail   price. 
Almost  all  our  manufacturers  brought  in  their  own  coal.      Our  large  manufacturers 
brought  in  their  own  coal. 
By  Mr.  Casgrain  : 

Q.  Wbat  was  the  highest  price  you  sold  at  last  winter  at  retail  ?  A.  $7  but 
the  greatest  bulk  of  it,  I  suppose  three-fourths  of  our  trade,  was  at  $6,50,  because 
those  who  bought  early  made  arrangements  for  their  winter's  coal  and  we  sold  at 
$6,50. 

By  Mr.  Bain,  (  Wentworth}  :     , 

Q.  Did  you  deliver  at  these  prices 'through  the  winter  as  they  wanted  it?    A. 
As  they  wanted  it.     And  we  delivered  it  in  bags  as  well. 
By  the  Chairman  ; 

Q.  What  were  your  selling  prices  along  through  the  season,  give  us  the  prices 
at  what  you  sold  ?     A.  The  first  price  was  $6.50  for  stove  coal. 

Q.  At  what  dates?  A.  That  was  May  the  17th.  We  continued  that  until 
November  the  10th. 

Q.  You  just  kept  at  the  one  price  $6-50  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then?     A.  November  the  10th,  it  raised  to  $7.00  and   our  manufacturers 
imported  their  own  coal. 
By  Mr.  Casgrain  : 

Q.  What  is  the  quantity  of  coal  coming  to  your  city,  the  city  of  London,  that  is 
yearly  {  A.  Well  1  suppose  there  comes— I  cannot  exactly  tell  you  without  figur- 
ing  it  up— from  15,000  to  20,000  tons  of  hard  coal  There  is  more  soft  coal  comes  iB 
than  hard. 
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Q.  How  many  dealers  have  you  altogether  ?     A.  About  18  dealers  now. 
Q.  And  you  make  a  profit  of  only   half  a  dollar  a  ton  on  the  average?     A.  We 
don't  make  an  average  profit,  clear  of  everything,  above    13  cents,  taking  hard  coal 
and  soft  coal  together. 

By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  You  have  a  plan  for  expelling  members  for  breaking  the  rules  or  undersell- 
ing ?     A.  The  only  plan  as  I  said  is  reporting  to  Buflfalo. 

Q.  You  don't  expel  these  yourselves?     A.  No. 

Q.  You  are  at  the  tender  mercies  of  the  importers?     A.  Yes, 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  experience  in  reporting  members  for  breaking  the  rules? 
A.  I  think  we  only  reported  one. 

Q.  What  happened  to  him  ?  A.  It  wasn't  very  satisfactory.  They  said  they 
had  better  let  the  thing  go,  after  a  reprimand. 

Q.  You  wanted  more  than  a  reprimand  ?  A.  We  didn't  ask  for  anything;  we 
merely  reported  the  case  to  them. 

Q.  You  said  it  wasn't  satisfactory  ?  A.  The  evidence  wasn't  satisfactory  to 
them,  not  so  satisfactory  as  they  should  like.  Still  it  was  sufficient  to  get  a  repri- 
mand. 

Q,  Did  that  satisfy  your  London  Aesociation  ?  A.  It  satisfied  them  as  far  as 
they  could  be  satisfied. 

Q.  Were  they  satisfied  with  that  ?  A.  They  were  not.  They  thought  some 
more  definite  action  should  be  taken. 

Q.  They  thought  he  should  be  punished  ?  A.  They  thought  that  he  should  be  so 
dealt  with  in  such  a  way  that  he  would  not  do  it  again. 

Q.  What  was  his  offence  ?  A.  Importing  coal  and  selling  it  under  prices,  and 
other  underhand  proceedings. 

Q.  The  object  of  your  sssociation  is  to  prevent  freedom  of  trade  ?  A.  Well,  I 
would  not  say  so. 

Q.   Do  you  believe  in  the  principles  of  free  trade?     A.  Well,  limited  free  trade. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  limited  free  trade  ?  A.  I  mean  free  trade  under  such 
regulations  as  would  not  be  biassed  by  politics,  but  governed  by  common  sense.  I 
believe  in  free  trade  in  some  countries,  but  I  don't  believe  in  free  trade  in  this  country. 
I  believe  in  free  trade  in  such  a  country  as  England,  but  I  do  not  believe  in  it  in  such 
a  country  as  this. 

Q.  Do  you  believe  in  free  trade  in  a  country,  among  all  the  people  of  the 
country?  A.  There  are  regulations  which  are  necessary  for  conducting  business 
on  some  principles. 

Q.  Has  your  exchange  worked  satisfactorily  since  you  established  it?  A.  Well, 
no ;  it  has  not. 

Q.  What  difficulties  have  you  had  ?  A.  We  find  a  great  many  parties  who  do 
cut  and  you  cannot  put  your  hand  on  them. 

Q,  You  don't  have  a  system  of  fines  at  all,  you  simply  report?  A.  We  simply 
report. 

Q.  How  do  you  do  with  tenders  for  public  institutions  in  London  ?  A.  The 
way  it  has  been  done  is  with  the  civic  institutions.  They  are  apart  from  the  Gov- 
ernment institutions. 

Q.  The  civic  institutions— public  schools,  you  have  waterworks?  A.  We 
have  waterworks  but  they  don't  use  any  coal.  They  have  merely  a  supplementary 
engine.  They  have  waterpower  and  they  only  have  a  50  or  60  ton  supply  in  case 
of  necessity. 

Q.  You  have  public  schools  and  other  institutions?  A.  Yes,  they  call  for 
tenders. 

Q.  Local  Government  and  Dominion  Government  have  institutions  there?  A. 
Tes. 

Q.  How  do  yon  do  with  them?     A.  We  deal  with  them  differently. 

Q.  How  do  you  deal  with  the  civic  institutions?  A.  The  civic  ones  are 
.brought  before  the  committee  and  they  are  arranged  at  a  fair  price  and  the  coal  is 
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to  be  delivered  throughout  the  season.  There  is  no  place  for  storing  any  quantity. 
They  have  to  take  it  m  5  and  10  ton  lots,  and  the  committee  met  and  estimate  the 
quantity  of  coal  to  be  used  by  these  institutions.  They  fix  a  fair  profit  on  it  and 
then  they  eay ,  how  will  you  dispose  of  this?  And  it  has  been  disposed  by  the  com- 
mittee either  by  paying  for  the  contract  or  you  can  draw  lots  for  it.  The  associar 
tion  having  fixed  upon  the  price  for  the  city  or  whatever  the  institution  is,  and  then 
they  draw  lots  and  the  man  who  draws  it  gets  the  contract. 

Q.  Ton  draw  lots.     Yon  can  do  it  differently  by  putting  it  up   at   auction  ?    A. 
Yes,  so  as  to  let  the  highest  bidder  get  it. 

Q.  Which  way  have  you  adopted  ?     A.  It  has  been  adopted  both  ways. 
Q.   How  did  you  do  last  year  ?     A.  It  was  sold  by  anction  last  year. 
Q.   What  was  it  sold  for  ?     A.  Well,  it  was  for  $7U,  $S0,  890,  and  $50  up  for  the 
different  institutions. 

Q.  Before  that  you  drew  lotci  ?  A.  It  was  open  to  do  it  the  other  way. 
Q.  Did  you  adopt  the  plan  of  drawing'  lots?  A,  We  never  adopted  any  one 
plan  ;  it  was  open  to  do  it  either  way.  We  call  all  the  dealers  together  and  lay  the 
thing  before  them  and  say  :  "  Gentlemen,  there  is  the  price  the  association  has  fixed 
upon  as  being  a  fair  price,"  the  same  as  we  ask  them  what  the  retail  price  will  be 
for  the  season ;  it  is  optn  for  you  to  say. 

Q.  They  adopted  the  auction  plan  ?     A.  They  did  the  last  two  or  three  times. 
Q.   What  was  done  with  the  money  ?     A.  It  was   divided    equally  amongst  all 

the  parties,  irrespective 

Q.  And  eveiy  member  of  the  association  got  his  share  ?     A,  Yes. 
Q.  And  equal  share  ?     A,  Yes. 
Q.  Yon  haven't  any  classes  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  Irrespective  of  the  amount  he  sold  ?  A.  Yes;  irrespective  of  the  amount  he 
sold. 

By  Mr.  Casgrain : 
Q.  Who  got  the  contiaot  last  year  ?     A.  O'Bierne  got  one,  Hunt  got  another 
and  Bailey  got  another,     Three  different  parties  got  it. 
By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  What  was  the  total   amount   realized   from  the  three?     A.  I  suppose  about 
$200. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Weniworth)  : 
Q.  These  were  city  c  )ntract8  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  about  the  Ontario  Governmeot  contract?  A.  The  Ontario  Government 
contract  was  open. 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  Open  for  competition  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  about  the  Dominion  Government  contract  ?  A.  It  was  open  for  com- 
petition. 

Q.  With  what  result  ?  Who  got  the  contract  ?  A.  I  got  the  contract  for  th» 
asylum. 

By  Mr   Guillet : 
Q.  At  what  rate  ?     A.  S4.98  I  think  it  was. 

By  the  Chairm.an  : 
Q.  You  were  selling  at  that  time ?    A.  This  was  egg  coal. 

Q.  You  were  selling  at  that  time  at  how  much  ?  A.  It  was  the  opening  of  thfr 
season.  We  put  it  in  with  our  teams.  Having  nothing  else  to  do  we  always  put  it 
in  in  June  and  July. 

Q.  Your  retail  price  then  was  $6.30  ?     A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  I   suppose   all   these  contracts   are  made  before  midsummer  as  a  rule  ?    A.. 
Well  the  city  is  for  ever  putting  it  off  until  the  last  thing. 

Q.  In  the  case  of  the  asylum  contract  you  delivered  it  out  of  your  early  pur- 
chases ?  A.  Yes.  One  object  of  the  association  in  bidding  for  the  city  price  is  it 
does  not  interfere  with  us  in  regard  to  the  prices  for  the  Local  Government. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  You  have  given  us  your  price  for   the   Local   Government   contract.     That 
~was  84.98  for  the  asylum.     Was  that  all  the  Local  Government  institutions  there? 
A.  ^  es,  that  was  the  only  one  they  had. 

Q.  Then  for   the  Dominion  Government?     A.  The   only  one   is   the   Military 
College,  besides  the  Custom  House  and  Post  OflSoe. 

Q-  Who  got  the  Dominion  Government  contract  ?     A.  Well,  Hunt,  I  think,  has  it. 
Q.  How  much  ?    A.  I  don't  know,  because  it  didn't  come  into  the  association 
at  all.     The  association  took  no  cognizance  of  it. 

Q.  The  association  didn't  take  any  cognizance  of  the  Local  Government  either  ? 
A.  Wo. 

Q.  They  left  it  an  open  matter  ?     A.    Tes  ;  an  open  question. 
Q.  Tours  was  the  lowest  tender  ?    A.  Tes  ;  I  presume  so. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworlh)  : 
Q.  I  suppose  the  Local  Government  advertise  for  all  their  institutions  altogether  ? 
A.  Tes. 

By  Mr.  Guillet  : 
Q.  Do  you  make  any  different  rates  to  churches  or  hospitals,  or  other  instita- 
tions  of  that  kind  ?     A.  We  do  not.     Well,  the  nunneries,  there  are  two  members  of 
the  association  Eoman  Catholics,  and  we  never  interfere  with  them. 

Q.  They  sell  to  nunneries   at  what  price   they  like?    A.  We   never   interfere 
■with  them. 

Q   Tou  would   interfere  if   they  sold   to  other   institutions  outside  of  (hose  at 
lower  rates  ?     A.    Tes . 

Q.  Teu  don't  give  that  price  outsid©  ?     A.   They  barn  so  very  little. 
Q.  Is  there  not  a  college  there  called  Hellmuth  College  ?     A,   They  burn  tar. 
Q.  Don't  they  use  any  coal  at  all  ?    A.    Very  little.     They  get  the  refuse  tar 
from  the  oil  refinery. 

By  the  Chairman ; 
Q.  What  about   future   delivery  in  your   sales  ?    Are  you  permitted  to   take 
orders  for  future  delivery  ?     A.  Well,  yes;  if  the  parties  pay  cash    down  for   it  and 
yon  charge  them  for  storage. 

Q.  How  many  coal  dealers  have  you?    A.  About  18, 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Qi  I  suppose  none  of  them  make    coal   an    exclusive   business?    A.   No;  they 
have  wood  and  other  matters. 
By  Mr.  Guillet; 
Q.  Do  you  regulate  the  prices  of  wood  ?     A.   We  don't. 

Q.  How  many  dealers  were  there  when  the   association  was   organized  ?    A.  X 
think  there  were  10. 

Q.  There  are  18  now  ?    A.  Tes. 

Q.  Are  there  any  more  applications  coming   in  ?     A.  I  don't  know  ;  I  think   it 
has  got  to  the  limit. 

Q.  You  don't  limit  the  number?     A.   No;  we  don't  limit  the  number. 
Q.  If  others  wish  to  go  into  the  business  they  can  7     A.  Certainly. 
Q.  As  to  the  business,   the   large  number  who  went  into  the   business  would 
make  the  business  more  sub-divided  and  the  profits  would  be  smaller  ?    A.  Tes 
Q.  The  business  would  give  less  profit,  unless  you  raised  the  rate  ?    A.  Tes. 
Q.   In  that  case  yon  would  require  to  raise  the  rates  ?     A.  Tes;  but  our  object 
is  to  prevent  more  coming  in,  because  really  they  had  raised  the  rate  above  $7,  and 
I  said  I  would  not  consent  to  ii.     I  said  1  would  break   the  association  up  first,  and 
they  retained  the  $7  rate. 
By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  I  don't  quite  understand  how  you  made  that  contract  with  the  Local  Govern- 
ment for  $4.98  and  sold  to  everybody  else  at  the  same  time  for  $6.50.    That  is  $1.52 
advance,  and  then  you  say  you  only  average  30  or  50  cents  ton  profit  ?     A.   In  the 
first  place  yon  take  the  coal  right  off  the  cars ;    it  is  put  right   into  their  sidingSj, 
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right  aloDgfcide  the  institutions,  and  to  deliver  it  as  booh  as  it  comes  in.  You  get 
the  summer  rate  on  your  coal.  You  get  cash  every  month  after  the  coal  is  delivered 
and  you  get  yo'ir  cash  in  advance  on  your  payment  for  your  coal,  Taere  is  no  inter- 
est to  meet,  no  yaid  rent,  no  clerks  employed,  because  the  asylum  has  a  clerk  to 
■weigh  it,  and  our  teams  at  that  season  of  the  year  would  be  lying  idle,  and  the  horses 
eating  their  heads  off. 

By  Mr.  Casgrain : 
Q.   You  are  satitjfied  with  a  small  profit?     A.    We   are   satisfied   to   keep  onr 
horsed  going  and  keep  business  moving. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 
Q.  You  charge  interest  to  parties  who  don't  pay  you  ?     A.  If  we   did   not   get 
paid  we  could  not  fulfil  them. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (Wentworth)  : 
Q.  As  a  matter  ot  fact  do  your  agents  make  large  contracts  for  winter  consump- 
tion ?     A.  JSo;  we  don't. 

Q.  As  a  rule  when  the  parties  purchase  in  the   summer   time  you  deliver  at  the 
Bame  time  ?     A.  We  fill  them  when  they  pay  qs  the  retail  prices.     We  fix  the  prices 
for  our  retail  prices  that  will  allow  us  to  deliver  through  this  period.    We  have  no 
control  over  the  rising  prices  during  the  season. 
Q.  It  is  almost  sure  to  rise  ?     A.  Yes. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  There  is  just  one  question  now.     We  understand  you  quite  positively  to  say, 
that  tne  prices  given  here  on  these  invoices  are  the  prices  you  paid  without  any  re- 
bate or  discount?     A.  There  is  no  rebate  or  discount  on  any  of  them. 
Q.   That  is  the  net  price  you  paid  ?     A.   Yes. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  Can  you  tell  us  about  the  average  difference  between  the  invoice  prices  and 
Ihe  circular  prices?  A.  You  cannot  do  it.  Sometimes  they  will  adhere  to  it  firmly. 
Q.  Do  you  ever  pay  more  than  the  circular  prices  ?  A.  Yes.  A  little  more  in 
this  last  September  and  January.  We  had  to  go  to  Buffalo  and  buy  from  individuals. 
¥ov  inatance  our  asylum  supply  we  could  not  put  it  io  for  that  now.  Wo  could  not 
get  tbo  coal. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wenlworth)  ; 
Q.  You  will  have  to  put  in  enough   to   keep  them    warm?     A.  Yes,  we  put  in 
1,500  tons  for  that. 

Q,  What  is  the  amount  they   use   in   their  yearly   contract?     A.  About  1,700 
tons  ot  hard  coal,  and  they  burn  some  soft  coal,  I  cannot  teil  how  much.    It  is  a  new 
departure  this  year  that  they  are  burning  so  much  hard.     We  used  to  supply  them 
with  1,600  or  1,700  tons  of  soft  coal.     They  burn  wood  also. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  is  the  extent  of  your  coal  business  ?     A.  10,000  tons. 

Q.  Do  you  supply  half  the  city  supply  ?     A.  That  is  hard  coal. 

Q.  How  much  more  soft  coal  would  be  used  ?  A.  20  per  ceat.  more  soft  coal. 
Tar  is  now  coming  into  use  a  great  deal. 

Q.  How  is  it  used  ?  A.  They  are  getting  more  tar  than  before  from  the  refiu- 
eiies.  The  process  gives  a  larger  amount  of  tar,  and  it  is  coming  in  competition 
with  soft  coal. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  They  are  right  on  the  spot  in  London  Bast?  A.  They  removed  to  Petrotea, 
but  they  are  coming  back  now.  There  are  the  Spencers  and  others  coming  back  ; 
but  the  tar  is  brought  there.  There  is  one  point  I  would  like  to  say  with  respect  to 
the  Coal  Jixchaugo  in  Buffalo.  They  said  it  was  not  for  their  benefit  only,  but  for 
oars.  They  found  so  many  parties  running  into  the  coal  business,  and  had  so  many 
bankrupts,  that  they  must  have  the  business  on  a  basis  they  could  depend  on. 

Q.  How  do  you  do  now?  A,  Four  members  of  tha  Coal  Exchange  have  to  sign 
anew  man's  docuoaent,  and  they  woald  not  sign  for  one  whom  they  had  no  confi- 
donee  in. 
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Q.  Then  you  practically  guarantee  each  other's  coal  business  ?     A.  We  try  to 
keep  it  as  respectable  as  we  can. 


J.  G.  BuTTERwoKTH,  sworn. 

By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Give   your   name,   occupation    and   address?     A.    J.   G.  Butterworth,   coal 
•dealer,  Ottawa. 

Q.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  Ottawa  Cartage  Company  ?     A.  Yes,  sir. 

(i.  How  many  members  are  there  in  the  corporation  ?     A,  Six  directors. 

Q.  Who  are  they  ?     A.  Bay,  McCuUough,  Cameron,  Eoss. 

Q.  What  Mr.  Eoss  ?     A.  W.  D  Eoss. 

Q.  What  are  Cameron's  initials?     A.   H,  Cameron. 

Q.  Who  else  ?     Myself;  I  think  that  makes  six. 

Q.  That  makes  five?     A,  Mr.  James  Cowan  is  in. 

Q,  Are  there  any  other  members  of  the  incorporated  company  ?     A.   ThatisalL 

Q.  These  are  the  whole  members  ;  they  are  all  directors  ?     A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q  Who  was  it  planned  and  organized  this  company  ;  who  were  the  promotera? 
A.  The  charter  members. 

Q.  There  were  a  number  of  charter  members.  We  were  told  here  that  they 
were  not  the  men  who  promoted  or  planned  out  the  formation  of  the  company  ? 
A.  You  do  not  want  to  know  the  charter  members.  You  want  to  know  the  pro- 
moters.    These  were  the  promoters,  whose  names  I  have  given  you. 

Q.  Were  any  of  these  whose  names  have  been  given  charter  members  ?    A.  No. 

Q.  What  was  the  object  of  having  these  names  there  instead  of  your  own  ?  A. 
I  think  these  are  questions  aside  from  the  matter.  This  is  a  company  ;  it  is  not  a. 
combine  j-ou  are  speaking  of. 

Q.  This  is  a  company  with  an  object  that  we  are  investigating.  We  are  investi- 
gating this  company,  the  mode  of  formation  and  all  the  particulars  about  it.  We 
want  to  get  at  the  particulars.  We  do  not  want  to  press  the  question  unduly  bat 
the  formation  of  this  company  is  one  thing  which  Parliament  has  authorized  us  to 
investigate  and  it  is  necessary  that  we  should  have  a  full  investigation  and  full  par- 
ticulars from  you.  What  was  the  object  ?  These  were  the  organizers  but  what  was 
the  object  of  having  other  names  on  the  charter?  A.  I  do  not  think  I  can  tell  yon 
that.  If  the  Committee  really  wish  it,  but  1  have  given  you  the  promoters  of  tka 
company  and  you  have  the  charter  members.     I  think  you  have  all  you  want. 

Q.  We  have  the  names  of  the  chartered  members?  A.  I  do  not  think  that  has 
any  hearing  on  the  matter. 

Q.  This  id  one  of  ihe  questions  you  are  bound  to  answer.  Is  that  the  opinion. 
of  the  Commiitee  ? 

Several   Members. — Yes. 

Q.  The  Committee  have  decided  that  it  is  a  proper  question  to  answer?  A.  I 
can  hardly  give  you  a  proper  answer  to  the  question.  The  charter  members  resigned 
for  the  present  members.  I  speak  for  myself,  I  cannot  speak  for  the  others,  i  do 
not  know ;  in  fact  it  is  a  question  1  can  hardly  answer  you  properly.  I  wish  to 
answer  it  right ;  but  these  persons  that  the  stock  was  transferred  from  to  me  I  got 
the  solicitor  to  put  their  names  in  the  charter  and  the  stock  was  transferred  to  me.. 
Q.  You  got  the  solicitor  to  put  thoir  names  in  the  charter;  but  their  signatures 
appear  as  subscribers  to  the  firtt  stock  and  the  whole  of  the  stock  ?  A.  They  trans- 
ferred  it  to  me ;  that  is  the  two  of  them  to  whom  I  refer. 

Q.  Two  of  them  to  yon  ?     A.   Yes. 

Q.  You  have  not  answered  the  question  :  What  was  the  object  of  getting  it  done 
that  way  ?  A,  I  really  cannot  answer  that  from  the  fact  that  there  might  be  several 
objects .  . 

Q.  What  was  your  object  in  having  that  done.  It  is  a  plain  question  and  adimtK 
of  a  plain  answer  ?     A.  As  far  as   I  can  say  myself  I  did  not  want  to  appear  as  a. 
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member  of  the  Cartage  Company  in  the  charter  in  the   first  place.    That  is  as  far  as 

i  -can  go. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  want  your  name  to  appear  as  the  Cartage  Company  in  the  first 
place?    A.  No.  e>  f    j 

Q.  Why  ?  A.  I  do  not  know  thai  I  bad  any  particular  reason.  It  was  nothing 
1  was  ashamed  of.     It  was  a  business  transaction. 

Q.  You  did  not  want  your  name  to  appear  as  being  interested  in  the  Cartage 
Company  and  you  got  these  other  men  to  subscribe.  Who  furnished  the  money  ? 
There  is  10  per  cent,  of  their  money  narked  paid  up?     A.  I  furoithed  it  for  mice. 

Q.  What  names  did  you  get  signed  for  you?  A.  Mr.  Shaw's.  The  two  Mr. 
Shaw's. 

Q.  You  got  them  to  subscribe  to  the  stock  and  you  furnished  the  money,  and 
they  immediately  transferred  the  stock  back  to  you  ?  A.  Yea  ;  they  transferred  to 
Tne. 

Q.  You  gave  these  names  as  those  of  directors.  How  much  stock  do  you  hold 
m  the  Cartage  Company?     A.  I  hold  between  $4,000  and  $5,000. 

Q.  And  how  much  does  Mr.  Eay  hold  ?     A.  About  the  same. 

Q.  And  Mr.  McCoUough  ?     A.  The  same. 

Q.  Then  about  the  other  three  gentlemen,  'Cameron,  Eoss  and  Cowan.  How 
xauch  do  they  hold  ?     A.  I  do  not  know  how  much  Mr.  Cowan  holds. 

Q.  How  much  does  Mr.  Cameron  hold  ?     A.  1  cannot  tell  you  positively. 

Q.  Yon  know  pretty  near  ?    A.  I  know  about  Mr.  Eoss ;  he  owus  two  shsres. 

Q.  And  Mr.  Cameron  about  two  shares?  A.  I  think  in  about  that  neighborhood. 

Q.  You  transferred  two  of  your  shares  to  Mr.  Eoss  ?     A.   Yes. 

Q.  And  Mr.  Eay  two  of  his  to  Mr.  Cowan?     A.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Q.  You  had  one-third  of  the  stock  yourself?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  gave  two  shares  to  Mr.  Eoss  so  as  to  make  the  full  number  of  incor- 
porators?    A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  paid  by  Mr.  Eoss  for  his  two  shares  ?  A.  I  think  you  got  that 
from  the  eecretary  treasnrer.  He  gave  you  evidence  of  all  these  matters  from  the 
books. 

Q.  I  do  not  remember  Mr.  Eoss'  name  being  mentioned?  A.  I  think  it 
appeared  in  the  papers  at  the  time. 

Q.  You  and  Mr.  Ray  and  Mr.  McCuUoagh  divided  up  the  proceeds  between  you. 
Was  that  after  Mr.  Eoss  and  Mr.  Cowan  and  Mr.  Cameron  got  their  shares?  A. 
tVe  divided  the  proceeds.  There  was  a  regular  dividend  declared,  as  in  any 
company^and  those  entitled  to  it  received  it  in  proportion  to  their  stock. 

Ci.  What  prices  did  you  pay  for  coal  last  year.  Have  yon  got  a  list  of  the  prices 
jon  paid  ?     A.  I  have  not  a  list  of  the  prices.     I  think  you  have  the  invoices  here. 

y.  Mave  you  the  monthly  statement  of  prices  as  leceived  from  the  coal  com- 
panies C  A.  1  haven't  them  with  me,  but  I  can  tell  you  pretty  nearly.  The  early 
price  in  June  was  85.35.  j        r       j  j  j 

Q.  That  is  the  gross  ton  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  how  much  net?    A.  $4.78. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.   The  June  prices  were  $4.78  celivered  in  Ottawa?     A.  Yes. 

r?    A  '^  advanced  ?     A.  To  as  high  as  $6.65. 

n     wu^J  TT  ^^^  ''''f^  "'^  ^"  P'"'^''  ^    ^-  I  ^^i"^^  it  was  $5. 60  per  grots  ton. 
Q.  What  date  was  that?     A.  I  think  in  July. 
Q.   That  18  how  much  net  ?    A.  $5. 

^r  S<2;.ir/'"  ""ri  ^\^^  ^^^-l^^  ^^^/  ""''^  ^     ^-  ^  ^^^'"'^  tl>«   =«^t  rise  was  in  Augnst 
^r  September.     1  hat  was  either  July  or  August  I  gave  you  last,  I  cannot  tell  e^cactly 

Q.  What  was  the  net  price?    A.  $5  22 

Q.  Then  laier  on?    A.  $5.71. 

Q.  What  date  was  that,  November?    A.  That  would  be  about  November. 
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Q.  What  is  the  present  price  of  coal  ?  A.  We  are  not  buying  coal  at  present, 
but  1  can  give  you  the  next  advance.  f  > 

Q.  What  is  the  purchasing  price  now,  net  ?    A.  The  next  advance  was  $5.94  net, 

H.  In  December  ?    A.  Y^s,  in  December. 

Q.  After  that  ?     A.  That  is  the  last  advance. 

Q.  Then  it  began  to  decline?  A.  Not  until  this  month.  This  month  it  went 
down  40  cents. 

n    w  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^»  ^^^  Pi"'ce  ?     A.  The  same  price,  $5.94. 
Q.   W  hat  18  the  price  now  in  April  ?    A.  The  April  price  is  40  cents   less   than 
that,  per  gross  ton,  $5.58  net. 

11    *^j  ?°T  ^®  *"^"^®  ^een  told   here   about   discounts   or   rebates   that  have   been 
allowed  ?    A.  We  get  none,  sir. 

Q.  Were  these  invoices  sent  to  yourself  ?  A.  Those  are  cash  prices  for  coal  that 
I  purchased. 

Q.  Who  paid  for  these  invoices?    A.  I  paid  them  myself. 

Q.  And  you  know  that  is  the  actual  price  you  paid  ?    A.  As  near  as  I  can  speaks 

Q.  These  were  the  prices  paid  without  any  rebates  or  reductions  ?    A.   Yes. 

Q.  You  paid  the  invoices  yourself  or  the  Coal  Cartage  Company?  A.  They 
paid  me  for  the  coal,  but  I  paid  the  companies. 

Q.  Is  there  any  arrangement  made  wilh  the  railroad  companies  in  Ottawa  about 
the  Carrying  of  coal  ?  Is  there  any  exclusive  arrangement  made  by  your  cartage 
company  ?     A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Are  all  the  railroads  at  perfect  liberty  to  carry  coal  for  anybody  else  at  any 
prices  they  see  fit  ?     A.  They  have,  so  far  as  I  know, 

Q.  Tou  do  not  know  of  any  arrangement  by  which  you  get  certain  privileges 
from  the  railroad  companies  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  By  what  road  do  you  get  your  coal  ?  A.  Some  by  the  Canada  Atlantic  Bail- 
way,  some  by  the  Canadian  Pacific  Eailway,  and  some  by  water. 

Q.  What  proportion  ?  How  much  do  you  get  by  water  ?  A.  1  get  very  little 
myself. 

Q.  Were  these  prices  here  the  prices  by  water  ?  A.  They  were  the  established 
prices  for  Ottawa. 

Q.  It  makes  no  difference  to  you  whether  you  get  your  coal  by  rail  or  by  water. 
Tou  get  it  delivered  here  ?    A.  They  quote  the  prices  delivered  here. 

Q.  It  does  not  make  much  difference  to  you  then  whether  you  get  it  by  water  or 
rail  ?    A.  No  ;  only  a  mere  matter  of  handling. 

Q,  How  much  did  you  get  by  the  Canada  Atlantic  ?  A.  Well,  I  think  I  got 
2,000  tons. 

Q.  How  much  did  you  bring  in  altogether  ?     A.  That  I  could  not  tell  positively. 

Q.  About  bow  mnch  ?     A.   About  six,  seven  or  eight  thousand  tons. 

Q.  And  you  got  2,000  tons  by  the  Canada  Atlantic,  and  the  rest  by  boat  and  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Kailway  ?    A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Guitlet  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  a  dealer  in  Carle  ton  Place  offering  to  sell  coal  in  Ottawa,  to 
Bend  car  loads  of  coal  into  Ottawa  ?    A.  No. 

Q.  There  was  no  correspondence  between  your  association  and  a  dealer  in 
Carleton  Place  ?    A.  None,  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  1  am  informed  that  he  offeied  to  deliver  coal   here  at  a  lower  rate  and  that 
lie  could  not  get  any  coal  for  Ottawa  ?    A.  That  is  news  to  me,  what  you  speak  of. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Did  you  agree  with  those  coal  companies  that  yon  buy  from  that  they  were 
not  to  supply  anyone  outside  of  the  Cartage  Company,  any  business  arrangement 
■with  the  Cartage  Company  ?    A.  l^o. 

Q.  Tou  have  no  such  arrangement  ?    A.  No, 

Q  Have  you  asked  to  have  such  an  arrangement  made  ?  A.  I  have  myself  in- 
timated to  them. 
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Q.  la  what  way  ?  A.  It  is  an  open  market.  They  get  coal  as  they  please  iu 
Ottawa. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  intimating  that  yon  have  asked  them  to  confine  their 
business  to  Ottawa  ?  A.  No,  but  to  confine  their  sales  to  me,  the  same  as  I  would 
get  the  agency  of  a  stove  they  would  give  me  to  sell.  Mr.  Hartthere  gave  evidence 
as  regarded  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  Company 

Q.  But  he  was  theii  agent  ?  A.  I  asked  the  same  thing,  but  they  refused  to  give  it. 

Q .  It  is  not  quite  the  same  thing.  Mr.  Hartt's  agency  is  bound  to  sell  to  every- 
body who  comes  along  at  those  prices,  or  he  would  not  be  retained  long  as  the  agent 
Your  object  in  getting  the  agency  was  to  prevent  anyone  else  getting  coal  from  that 
company  ?  A.  Except  through  me,  and  that  would  be  the  same  as  Mr.Hartt.  They 
would  be  handling  it  through  me.  Since  there  has  been  a  cartage  company  we  have 
done  the  same  thing ;  ^e  have  sold  it  to  outsiders. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  arrangement  being  made  to  prevent  Mr.  Baston  or  those 
representing  him  from  sending  it  into  Ottawa?     A.   No. 

Q.  You  have  no  knowledge  of  any  such  thing?  A.  I  have  never  done  any  such 
thing.     I  have  heard  it  intimated. 

Q.  You  are  aware  of  such  intimation  ?  A.  I  have  heard  it  intimated  that  each 
was  done. 

Q.   Where  did  you   hear  it   intimated?     A.  Well,   there  are  different  dealers. 

Q.  Through  what  dealers  or  members  of  your  cartage  company  ?  A.  It  would 
be  pretty  hard  to  say,     1  have  heard  it  said  that  they 

Q.  That  they  succeeded  in  keeping  Mr.  Easton  oat?  A.  I  don't  think  they 
did  succeed. 

Q.  Bat  they  succeeded  in  keeping  him  from  getting  coal  at  the  favorable  rates 
that  he  was  getting  it  ?  A.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it.  He  got  coal,  and  he 
got  all  the  coal  that  he  ooald  sell. 

Q.  iio  lold  us  here  that  although  he  got  coal,  he  had  to  pay  a  much  higher 
figure?     A..   That  I  know  nothing  about. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  steps  being  taken?  A.  There  was  nothing  done 
throagh  me,  and  1  do  not  know. 

Q.  But  do  you  know  of  any  such  steps  being  taken  ?  A.  That  I  do  not  know. 
That  18  a  question,  perhaps,  I  do  not  want  to  know,  but  I  have  never  seen  anything, 
any  letters  or  correspondence,  or  anything  connected  with  Mr.  Baston  in  any  shape 
at  all. 

Q  Did  you  take  care  not  to  see  them  ?  A.  I  had  no  business  with  it.  If  they 
did  anything  1  know  nothing  about  it. 

Q.  You  may  not  have  seen  certain  letters,  but  do  you  know  of  certain  repre- 
sentations being  made  ?     A.    I  have  heard  it  intimated. 

Q.  Hoard  it  intimated  is  very  indefinite?  A.  I  have  heard  it  intimated  throagh 
dealers  in  Ottawa.  Mr.  Easton  was  selling  coal  here.  I  do  not  know  whether  you. 
call  it  in  a  legitimate  way  or  an  illegitimate  way. 

Q.  That  i-i  not  an  answer  to  tLe  question.  Do  you  know  of  any  steps  being 
taken  to  prevent  Mr.  Easton  getting  the  favorable  rates  which  he  had  been 
getting?     Have  you  any  knowledge  of  it  ?     A.  1   have  understood  that  there  were. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  it  ?  A.  I  think  you  are  asking  me  questions 
that  i  answer  them  as  directly  as  you  are  putting  them.  I  would  not  be  able  to 
anbwer  them  or  to  swear  to  them.  I  might  have  a  knowledge  of  various  things, 
and  yet  not  a  knowledge  I  can  swear  to. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge — that  is  a  straight  question?  A.  I  have  said 
that  i  have  heard  it  intimtited. 

Q.  What  is  that  knowledge?  A.  It  is  that  I  have  heard  it  intimated  that  there 
had  been  soEQeLhing  done  to  prevent  him  from  getting  coal. 

Q.  What  was  it  that  was  done?     A.  The  companies  were  written  to. 

y.  By  whom  ?     A.  I  know  nothing  about  that. 
B7J  Mr  Boyle  : 

Q.  Was  it  your  secretary  ?  A.  No,  sir.  There  was  nothing  done  by  the  Car- 
tage Company  or  by  the  authority  of  the  Cartage  Company.     It  was  done  by  otiier 
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private  individuals.     I  do  not  know  anything  about  their   businees,  and  I  am  not 
supposed  to. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Who  were  the  individuals?     A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Mr.  Butterworth,  you  say  you  are  on  your  oath.  Well,  you  are  to  tell  th© 
truth,  the  whole  truth  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  but  you  hesitate  about  telling  the 
whole  truth  about  what  you  know.  I  think  the  members  of  the  Committee  will 
decide  that  that  is  a  reasonable  question  ?  A.  If  it  is  a  reasonable  question,  I  think  it 
was  the  People's  Coal  Company. 

Q.  Who  is  at  the  head  of  that  ?  A.  Mr.  Cowan  is  one  of  them,  I  think,  and  Mr. 
liay. 

Q,  Are  they  the  People's  Coal  Company  ?  Is  that  the  name  of  their  firm  or 
business?     A.  Yes. 

Q.   And  they  wrote  to   the   coal   dealers   in  the  States  to  prevent  Mr.  Easton 
getting  the  favorable  terms   that   they  were   getting?    A.  That  I  cannot  swear  to. 
Q.  What  did  they  write  ?     A.  I  do  not  know. 
Q.  Did  they  write  ?    A.  I  have  heard  it  stated  that  they  did. 
Q.  Tou  know  that  they  wrote  ?     A.  I  have  heard  it  stated. 

By  Mr.  Boyle : 
Q.  Where  did  you  hear  that  ?     A.  Among  the  dealers. 
Q.  Did  Mr.  Cowan  tell  you  ?    A.  I  do  not  know. 
Q.  Did  Mr.  Eay  ?    A.   I  am  not  positive,  but  I  think  he  did. 

By  Mr.  Boyle  : 
Q.  Is  the  People's  Coal  Company  an  incorporated  company  ?     A,  I  don't  think 
so. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Then  it  was  through  Mr.  Ray  that  this  correspondence  took  place.     Do  yoo. 
know  what  the  result  of  it  was  and  the  effect  it  had?    A.  Well,  Mr.  Btiston,  says  it 
had  the  effect  of  stopping  his  coal,  but  I  don't  think  it  had.     He  seems  to  have  got 
coal  all  through  the  season. 

Q.  He  explained  to  us  how  he  got  the  coal  in  another  way  and  at  a  larger 
expense?    A.  That  I  don't  know. 

Q.  What  do  you  kcoiv  about  it  ?    Tou  know  that  Mr.  Eay  had  written  and  yoii 
know  further  what  was  the  effect  of  that  writing  let  us  hear  that  ?   A.  I  don't  know, 
Q.   What  result  had  it  upon  these  companies  ?     A.I  think  the  company  said  it 
was  an  open  market  and  they  could  not  do  anything  with  it.     Swift  had  a  perfect 
right  to  put  coal  in.     I  never  saw  anything.     It  is  all  hearsay  with  me  this   matter. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 
Q.  Did  Eay  or  anyone  eke  state  what  the  substance  of  his  reply  was  ?    A.  He 
did  not,  that  I  remember. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  flow  do  you  know  the  result  of  this  letter  that  was  received  from  the  Ameri. 
can  Company  ?     A.  I  heard  it  in  some  manner.  I  heard  it  in  conversation  among  the 
men. 

Q.  Yon  didn't  see  the  letter  ?     A.  I  never  saw  it. 
Q.  You  didn't  hear  it  read?     A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  You  heard  the  result  of  it  from  Mr.  Eay  ?  A.I  don't  know  whether  it  was 
from  Mr.  Eay  or  whether  I  heard  it  from  some  other  one  in  the  oflSce. 

Q.  Was  the  result  satisfactory  to  the  members  of  the  Coal  and  Cartage  Company, 
Was  the  effect  of  the  representations  made  by  Mr.  Eay  satisfactory  to  you  men  as 
members  of  the  Coal  and  Cartage  Company  ?  A.  I  think  they  merely  said  it  was  aa 
open  market. 

Q.  Was  the  result  satisfactory  to  you,  the  negotiations  Mr.  Eay  had  with  th© 
company?    A.   I  don't  know  a  thing  that  I  can  answer  questions  of  that  kind. 

Q.  Was  it  satisfactory  to  you?  A.  I  paid  very  little  attention  to  it,  I  cared 
very  little  one  way  or  another.  I  cared  very  little  about  it.  It  didn't  interfere  with, 
me  at  all. 
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Q.  It  must  have  interfered  with  some  when  it  was  thought  necessary  to  write 
about  it.     At  any  rate  the  effect  was  to  keep  Mr.  Baston  from  filling  his  contracts 
without  loss.    That  was    the  object  apparently  of  those  who  had  written,  and  they 
accomplished  what  they  attempted. 
By  Mr,  Boyle : 

Q,  Senator  Clemow  draws  a  dividend  of  the  profits  of  the  company?  A.  He 
gets  a  profit  on  the  coal  he  sells  to  the  company. 

Q.  Is  he  a  dealer  in  coal  ?     A.  He  has  been, 

Q.  Is  he  a  dealer?     Yes, 

Q.  A  regular  dealer  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.   Does  he  simply  control  the  quantities    of  coal   certain   institutions  require? 
A,  No,  he  is  a  regular  dealer. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Does  he  buy  coal  himself  now?     A,  Yes,  he  is  a  regular  recognized  dealero 

Q.  Does  your  company  use  his  yards  ?     A.  We  do. 

Q.   Do  you  pay  him  any  rent  for  them  ?     A.  A  nominal  rent. 

Q-  How  much?     A.  $1  a  year,  and  he  pays  all  the  expenses  himself. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Has  the  result  of  your  business  in  coal,  of  your  organization,  been  very 
satisfactory  this  last  year  ?  A.  It  has  been  as  satisfactory  as  the  majority  of  busi- 
ness I  suppose. 

Q.  Who  are  the  parties  in  Ottawa  who  are  not  in  your  organization  ?  A.  There 
is  Mr.  Easton  who  claims  not  to  be,  and  Harris  I  believe  claims  not  to  be. 

Q.  Any  others  ?     A.  These  are  all. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  "  claims  not  to  be ;"  do  you  think  they  are  in  your 
organization  ?     A.  I  don't  think  so.     I  suppose  they  would  like  to  be. 

Q.  How  about  the  prices  that  they  sell  at ;  do  they  sell  at  the  same  prices  that 
you  sell  at  ?     A,  They  profess  to. 

Q.  You  say  you  suppose  that  they  would  like  to  be  in  your  organization  ;  has 
Harris  tried  to  get  into  the  organization  ?  A.  Not  that  1  know  of.  He  never 
applied  to  me. 

Q.  Has  he  been  asked  to  join  or  affiliate  with  your  association?  A.  I  don't 
think  he  has  ;  not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  W^hy  do  you  say  you  suppose  he  would  like  to  be  ?  A.  I  say  I  suppose  they 
would  like  to  be.  You  are  picking  Harris  oat  merely.  When  you  speak  of  Easton, 
I  think  Easton  would  like  to  be  a  member, 

Q.  You  think  Easton  would  like  to  be  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  suppose  it  is  a  profitable  business,  profitable  institution,  you  have  there  ? 
A.  No,  I  don't  think  there  is  a  great  profit  at  all.  I  don't  think  there  is  any  discount 
in  that  way.  We  tried  to  get  men  that  will  conduct  their  business  in  a  proper 
manner. 


House  of  Commons,  16th  April,  1888. 

The  Committee  on  alleged  Trade  Combinations    met  this  morning  •  Mr.  N,  0, 
Wallace  presiding. 

J.  C.  Brown,  sworn. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  is  your  name,  occupation  and  address  ?     A.  John  Charles  Brown,  coal 
dealer,  Sparks  Street,  Ottawa, 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  in  business  ?    A:  Since  last  July, 
Q.  Your  office  you  say  is  Sparks  Street  ?  A.  Sparks  Street,  Kussell  House  block. 
Q.  You  have  coal  sheds  ?     A.  Yes;  on  the  city  side  of  the  canal,  and  weigh  scaloSo 
Q.  Have  you  any  connection  with  the  Coal  Cartage  Company  ?    A,  Yes,  sir. 
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Q   Tell  the  Committee  the  nature  of  that  connection  ?     A.  Just  in  the  same  way 
as  Mr.  Thompson  and  Mr.  Clemow.     They  take  my  coal  when  it  comes  in  and  deliver 
it  for  me,  and  I  get  a  percenta2;e  of  the  profits. 
Q.  Do  you  order  the  coal  ?     A.  I  do. 
Q.  And  hand  them  over  the  invoices  ?     Yes. 

Q.  They  pay  the  invoices  ?     A.  No.  They  pay  me,  and  I  pay  for  the  coal  direct, 

Q.  Have  you  a  list  of  the  prices  ?  A.  The  price  last  year  for  the  coal  I  had 
brought  in,  in  July,  the  stove  coal  cost . 

Q.  Is  it  the  gross  ton  ?     A.   I  will  give  you  both. 

Q.  You  have  the  prices  for  the  net  ton  ?    A.  Yos. 

Q.  Of  course  we  prefer  the  net  ton,  because  we  have  been  doing  business  in  net 
tons  and  it  confuses,  somewhat,  to  have  the  gross  tons  quoted  for  buying  and  the 
net  ton  for  selling.  These  quotations  we  are  asking  you  for  are  the  prices  delivered 
in  Ottawa  on  the  cars.  What  road  did  you  get  that  on  ?  A.  I  got  ours  by  the  Canada 
Atlantic.     I  got  a  small  lot  on  the  C.P.R.  of  about  100  tons. 

Q.  You  started  business  last  July?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  did  you  join  in  with  the  Coal  and  Cartage  Company?  A.  Shortly 
after  starting  business. 

Q   You  started  before  you  had  an  arrangemeut  with  them  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  were  attempting  to  go  on  without  them  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Had  you  made  any  arraugement  for  coal?  A.  Yes,  for  boat  coal  but  not 
for  rail  coal.   I  wrote  to  four  companies  and  only  got  replies  from  one. 

Q,  What  companies?  A.  The  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western,  the  Dela- 
ware and  Hudson,  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading,  and  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Company. 

Q.  You  got  a  reply  from  which  ?     A.   The  Pennsylvania  Company. 

Q.  What  was  their  reply?  A.  My  letter  had  beeu  sent  to  their  agent  at  White- 
hall, who  in  turn  sent  it  to  Mr.  D.  Murphy,  of  Ottawa,  who  acts  for  them  here. 

Q.  What  then  ?  A.  I  got  about  all  the  coal  they  could  send  in  here  last  year. 
Part  came  in  by  water,  and  when  they  could  not  get  any  more  in  on  account  of  the 
rates  of  freight  preventing  them,  I  got  it  via  Rouse's  Point  and  transhipped  it  by  cars. 

Q.  Whereare  their  coal  mines?  A.  It  comes  from  Nawburg  direct  around  by 
Lake  Champlain. 

Q.   Where  is  Newburg  ?     A.   In  New  York  State. 

Q.  What  was  theobject  of  taking  coal  to  New  York  city  ?  A.  All  these  coal 
companies  have  tidewater  points  at  which  they  ship  coal.  They  have  large  centres 
to  which  they  put  their  coal.  The  Pennsylvania  Company  centres  theirs  at  New- 
burg. 

Q.  It  is  out  of  the  way  to  go  to  Newburg?  A.  They  cannot  bring  it  here  by 
rail.     They  have  no  rail  communication  with  this  point. 

Q.  Not  under  the  Inter  state  law  ?     A.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that. 

Q.  At  all  events  your  letter  was  sont  to  Mr.  D.  Murphy,  of  Ottawa,  whose  firm 
were  agents  for  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Company  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  they  communicate  with  yon  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  supplied  yon  ?     A .  Yes, 

Q.  At  what  prices  ?    A.  In  keeping  with  the  rate  of  prices  here. 

By  Mr.  Quillet :  „     ^     ^      ■    ^  .   ^  t 

Q.  That  was  before  you  joined  the  Cartage  Company?  A.  Yes,  just  before.  1 
did  not  join  the  Cartage  Company,  that  is,  I  am  not  a  shareholder. 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  You  are  distributors?     A.  Yea. 

By  Mr.  Guillet:  „     .      t        u      ;.      ^ 

Q.  What  object  had  you  in  joining  the  Cartage   Company  ?     A.  i  could  not  get 

rail  coal.  ^  o     a     t  i 

Q    What  time  did  you  join  the  Cartage  Company  {     A.  July. 
Q.  When  did  you  open  office  ?     A.  I  opened  in  Jane,  but  did  not  commence  to 

sell  until  July. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  I  underBlood  you  that  you  got  coal  independent  of  the  Cartage  Company? 
A.  I  got  some  ;  whether  the  Cartage  Company  were  willing  to  let  me  have  it  or 
not,  1  got  it  through  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Company. 

Q.  But  the  others  did  not  reply  ?    A.  No. 

Q.  Will  you  give  us  the  prices  at  which  coal  was  delivered  at  Ottawa  ?  A. 
Stove  and  chestnut  84  38  to  85.1.3. 

Q.  What  date  is  this  ?  A.  From  July  to  March.  All  this  coal  was  purchased 
prior  to  October  last,  although  not  delivered. 

Q.  You  bought  it  for  future  delivery?  A.  It  was  all  to  be  delivered  before  last 
January,  but  it  did  not  get  here  before  last  March. 

Q.  The  point  we  want  to  get  is,  that  you  did  buy  it  and  made  arrangement  foe 
so  much  coal  and  they  could  not  deliver  it  in  one  month  and  were  bound  to  deliver  it 
in  another  at  the  tame  price  ?     A.  Tes. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  Coal  delivered  in  March  last  must  have  come  by  rail  ?  A.  Yes;  I  purchased 
this  kst  lot  of  1,000  tons  from  the  Eath bun  Company,  of  Deseronto.  I  would  not 
have  made  any  similar  arrangement  with  any  coal  company.  No  coal  company 
would  have  agreed  to  give  1,0U0  tons  at  a  stipulated  price. 

Q.  What  was  the  first  purchase  you  made  at?    A.  $4.78  for  stove  and  chesnnt. 

Q.  That  was  in  July  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  Delivered  here  ?    A.  Yes ;  on  board  the  boats. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Stove  and  chestnut  84.78  per  net  ton  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  was  in  July  ;  how  did  you  get  that  ?     A.  By  boat. 

Q.  Who  from  ?     A.  The  Philadelphia  Coal  Company. 

Q.  Mr.  D.  Murphy  was  the  agent  here  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  m'lch  did  you  get  of  thom?     A.   About  600  tons. 

Q.  What  was  the  next  purchase  you  made  ?  A.  From  the  same  source  by  boat 
to  Eouse's  Point,  and  railway  to  Ottawa. 

Q.  What  date?  A.  My  invoices,  I  must  explain,  are  in  the  customs.  They 
sent  for  them  the  other  day,  and  I  cuonot  give  you  the  exact  date.  It  would  be  about 
the  last  of  August  or  the  Ist  of  iSeplember. 

Q  What  was  the  price  then  ?  A.  The  price  advanced  then.  I  think  they 
charged  me  25  ceots  additional  per  ton  on  that  coal.  They  charged  me  a  few  cents 
more  I  know,     I  do  not  remember  exactly. 

Q.  It  was  about  85  per  net  ton  ?    A.    fes. 

Q.  How  much  did  you  get  ot  that  ?    A.  About  500  tons. 

Q.  You  bought  it  hom  whom  ?     A.  Mr.  D,  Murphy. 

Q.  What  was  the  next  purchane  ?     A.  From  the  Eathbua  Company. 

Q.  When  was  that  made  ?     A.  In  September. 

Q.  Stove  and  chestnut?    A.  Stove  and  egg, 

Q  How  mnch  did  you  give  for  that  ?  A.  For  a  small  portion  of  it  I  have  the 
same  price  as  you  have  there,  and  for  a  large  proportion  of  it  1  gave  an  advance  of 
25  cents  per  ion.  " 

Q.  You  gare  85  per  net  ton  and  $5.22?  A.  No,  sir,  it  was  a  little  less  than 
ttiat. 

Q.  Have  you  it  there  ?     A.  Yes;  my  last  stove  netted  $5.13,  and  egg  84.91. 

Q.  That  would  average  nearly  85  ?     A    Yes,  sir. 

(l  These  were  the  prices  you  paid.     You  got  that  from  the  Euthbun  Company? 

A.  Yes.  ^ 

Q.  How  did  that  come  in?  A.  By  boat  to  Eouse's  Point  and  by  Canada  Atlantic 
iiailway  to  Ottawa.  A  small  portion  of  it  came  in  latterly  by  Utica .  Bv  the  Utica 
and  Black  Eiver  road  and  the  C. P. R. 

Q.  How  much  did  you  get  of  that  ?     A.   In  th  .t  lot  1,000  tons. 

Q.  Did  you  buy  any  other  coal  ?    A.   Yes,  sir. 
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Q,  Whom  fiom  ?     A.  From  George  Harris  here. 
Q.  When?     A.  This  spring. 

Q.  When  did  you  buy  it  ?     A.   During  the  taonths  of  March  and  April. 
Q.  Who  is  he?     A.   A  coal  dealer  in  this  city  here. 

Q.  How  much  did  you  buy  from  him,  or  rather  what  kind  ?    A.  Egg,  stove  and 
chestnut. 

Q.    What  did  you  give  him  per  ton  ?     A.   87.50  for  egg  and  $7.75  for  stove  and 
chestnut . 

Q.  Per  net  ton  ?     A,  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  considerable  of  an  advance  on  previous  prices  ?    A.   Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  much  did  you  buy  from  him  ?     A.   About  40  tons. 

Q.   When  was  that?   A.  March  and  April. 

Q.   You  had  run  out  of  stock?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  would  be  your  selling  prices  in   Ottawa  all  along  ?      What  was  it  in 
July?     A.   $6.50  for  stove  and  86.25  for  egg. 

Q.    What  was  it  later  on  ?    A.  $6.75  tor  stove  and  86.50  for  egg. 

Q.  When  was  that  ?     A.  The  latter  part  of  August. 

Q.   When  was  the  next  raise?    A.   It  was  to  $7.00  for  stove  and  $6.75  for  egg. 

Q.   When  was  that?     A.   About  one  month  subsequent. 

Q.  September?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  was  the  next  raise?     A.   $7.50  for  stove  and  $7  for  egg. 

Q.  When  was  that?    A.  About  November,  the  latter  part. 

Q.  What  was  the  next  raise  ?     A .   $8  for  stove  and  87.75  for  egg. 

Q.  When  was  that?  A.  Thelatterpart  of  December  or  the  beginning  of  January. 

Q.  When  was  the  next  raise  ?    A.  That  is  the  present  price. 

Q.  What  rate  do  you  make  for  a  half  ton  ?  A.  25  cents  added  to  the  actual 
price  for  a  half  ton. 

Q.  A  man  told  me  he  paid  $4.50  cash  for  a  half  ton  ?  A.  It  might  have  been 
basketed.  The  carter  may  have  had  to  carry  it  into  his  place  in  a  basket ;  then 
there  is  an  extra  quarter  dollar  charged. 

Q.  Por  a  half  ton  ?  A.  Yes;  for  basketing.  They  charge  the  same  price  for  a 
half  ton  as  a  ton  for  wheeling  or  basketing. 

Q.  Had  you  been  making  any  arrangement  before  ?  Did  you  intend  to  join 
with  the  Cartage  Company  ?  A.  No  ;  I  do  not  know  anything  of  the  working  of  it. 
I  had  been  a  civil  engineer  for  over  20  years. 

Q.  What  was  your  idea  then  ?     A.  To  run  business  on  my  own  account. 

Q.  Why  didn't  you  do  that?  A.  Unfortunately  or  fortunately,  I  asked  a  man  if 
the  Cartage  Company  would  carry  my  coal.  I  did  not  know  that  they  dealt  in  coal ; 
1  thought  they  only  drew  it. 

Q.  You  had  your  eyes  opened  later  on  ?    A.  I  had. 

Q.  What  inducements  were  offered  you  to  go  in  ?  A:  They  offered  me  a  certain 
percentage  of  their  profits  and  they  told  me  that  they  could  deliver  coal  cheaper 
than  I  could,  which  I  now  believe  they  can,  and  do  away  with  the  necessity  of  my 
having  weigh  masters  and  all  that  sort  of  thing. 

Q.  Doesn't  the  city  provide  weigh  masters  ?  A.  Yes,  sir,  but  coal  dealers 
require  to  have  their  own. 

Q.  Why  ?     A.  To  see  that  his  coal  is  properly  handled. 

Q.  In  what  way  ?  A.  We  send  orders  to  the  weigh  house,  but  we  could  not 
send  it  down  to  the  city  weigh  master  to  have  him  get  out  horses  and  coal.  Every 
coal  dealer,  if  the  Cartage  Company  did  not  have  the  ;cartage  business  of  the  city, 
would  have  to  have  a  weigh  master  at  each  station ;  but  the  Cartage  Company  do  all 
their  weighing  with  four  weigh  masters. 

Q.  Do  they  load  up  the  coal  ?  A.  No ;  they  merely  keep  track  of  the  weighing 
and  the  city  weigh  master  stamps  it. 

Q.  When  you  made  arrangements  with  the  Coal  and  Cartage  Company  you  found 
that  it  was  something  more  than  a  mere  Cartage  Company?     A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  make  you  an  offer  to  come  in  ?     A.  They  did,  sir. 
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Q.  They  wanted  you  to  join  ?    A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  inducements  did  they  offer  you  ?     A.  A  portion  of  their  profits. 

Q.  What  proportion  ?    A.  One-sixteenth. 

Q.  After  deducting  all  the  expenses  of  the  company  ?  A.  After  deducting  their 
expenses. 

Q.  Interest,  cartage,  office  and  everything?     A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  accepted  that?    A.  I  did. 

Q.  Were  you  to  sell  any  specified  quantity  of  coal  ?     A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  to  get  one-sixteenth  anyway  ?     A.  Yes;  if  I  sold  one  ton  or  10,000. 

Q.  That  was  last  July.  Have  you  been  drawing  on  the  supposed  profits  ?  A. 
I  have. 

Q.  How  much  ?     A.  81,8^5  or  $1,850. 

Q.  How  long  was  that  arrangement  made  for?     A.  One  year. 

Q.  It  expires  when  ?     A.  One  year  from  the  beginning. 

Q.  i  hat  is  on  account  of  your  profits  for  one  year  ?  A.  I  participate  in  the 
profits  from  last  May  although  I  only  went  in  last  July. 

Q.  What  do  yoa  expect  to  get  by  the  end  of  the  year  ?    A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  You  have  drawn  $l,850j  when  did  you  draw  the  last?     A.  In  March. 

Q.  You  will  draw  no  more  until  the  end?  A.  Not  until  the  thing  is  wound  up 
in  May. 

By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 

Q.  The  only  point  i  don't  quite  understand  is  this  :  you  say  you  draw  the  same 
profits  whether  you  sell  one  ton  or  10,000  tons  ?  A.  Yes,  only  I  was  desirous  of 
selling  all  I  could. 

Q.  Why  ?  A.  Because  I  wanted  to  establish  myself  in  the  trade,  so  that  I 
could  get  a  looting  in  the  trade  that  I  might  obtain  coal. 

Q.  What  object  is  that  to  you  if  you  get  the  same  percentage  of  profit  ?  A.  I 
would  prefer  to  handle  my  own  coal  independent  of  the  Cartage  Company  if  it  were 
possible. 

Q.  You  don't  want  to  continue  in  connection  with  them  at  all  ?    A.  No. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  What  are  your  objections  to  this  arrangement  ?    A.  It  is  too  one-sided. 

Q.  In  what  way  ?  A.  Well,  not  being  members  of  the  Cartage  Company,  we 
know  nothing  at  all  of  the  internal  working  of  the  thing. 

Q.  They  declare  a  dividend  and  you  have  to  accept  it  ?  A.  Of  course  we  have 
the  right  to  verify  their  statements  given  us. 

Q.  Have  you  a  written  agreement  with  them  for  one-sixteenth  of  the  profits  ? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Have  yon  got  it  here  ?    A.   Yes.  This  is  not  the  agreement,  but  it  is  a  copy 
of  it,  given  me  by  Mr.  Larmonth.      (Exhibit  40.) 
By  Mr.  Weod  (  Westmoreland')  : 

Q.  Wasn't  there  any  estimate  made  of  the  quantity  of  coal  you  expected  to  sell  ? 
A.  Yes,  they  told  me  I  would  not  sell  over  2,00u  tons  of  coal  the  first  year. 

Q.  It  was  on  a  basis  of  selling  2,000  tons  ?  A.  I  declined  to  take  that  basis. 
This  was  before  there  was  any  stipulated  amount  offered  me,  or  stipulated  propor- 
tion of  their  dividend  offered  me.  The  talk  was  about  tonnage,  and  they  told  me  I 
would  not  sell  over  2,000  tons,  while  I  thought  I  could  do  better  than  that,  and  they 
put  it  in  a  form  of  a  proportion  of  their  dividend. 

Q.  Did  they  make  an  offer  on  the  basis  of  tonnage  or  the  quantity  sold  ?  A.  It 
was  merely  talked  about. 

Q.  On  what  basis  was  this  sixteenth  offered  them  ?  A.  I  don't  know  that. 
They  figured  that  amongst  themselves  I  presume.  I  considered  it  better  than  taking 
2,000  tons,  as  first  spoken  of. 

Q.  If  you  succeeded  in  selling  4,000  or  5,000  tons  this  year,  would  the  arrange- 
ment be  continued  on  the  same  basis  ?  A.  I  don't  know,  sir.  It  expires  on  the  let 
of  May.     I  don't  know  what  they  would  be  willing  to  do. 
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Q.  You  don't  know  what  they  would  do  if  the  quantity  of  coal  increased  or 
decreased,  if  they  found  you  did'nt  sell  much  coal  ?     A.I  don't  know,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  arrangements  any  of  the  other  outside  persons  have  as  to 
the  percentage  they  g:et  ?     A,  It  is  only  from  hearsay.     I  know  nothing  about  it. 
By  Mr.  Ghiitlet  ; 
Q.  Tou  tay  you  were  induced  to  make  an  arrangement  with   the  Cartage  Com- 
pany because  of  the  facility  they  had  of  carting  your  coal  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Is  that  the  only  reason  ?    A.  It  relieved  me  of  a  great  deal  of  trouble. 
Q.  Didn't  you  tell  us  you  were  unable  to  get  coal  by  rail  ?     A.  I  would  only  get 
rail  coal  here. 

Q.  What  other  reason  ?  A.  Because  from  the  fact  I  got  no  reply  from  any  coal 
company  about  putting  coal  in. 

Q,   Did  you  make  a  further  offer  ?     A.   I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  get  a  reply  ?  A.  I  got  no  reply.  One  of  their  agents  came  to  us 
and  said  he  would  come  back  again,  and  he  came  back  to  the  city,  but  he  didn't  come 
near  me. 

Q.  Had  ho  any  conversation  with  yon  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  ?  A.  He  said  ho  would  be  glad  to  see  me  if  I  was  prepared 
to  do  business. 

Q.  Did  you  apply  to  the  railway  companies?    A.  No,  sir,  I  did  not. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  You  made  no  application  to  the  Canada  Atlantic  Eailway  about  your  coal  ? 
A.  No,  sir,  I  was  the  first  to  bring  coal  over  their  road. 

Q.  Will  you  tell  us  something  about  the  public  tenders  for  the  city  of  Ottawa, 
for  the  public  schools  and  corporation  and  the  parties  tendering  for  these  contracts  ? 
A.  Yes  ;  a  number  of  dealers  tendered. 

Q.  What  arrangement  was  made  by  the  Cartage  Company,  or  did  any  of  you 
make  arrangements ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  was  the  arrangement  ?  A.  That  each  dealer  should  have  one  of  the 
contracts.    That  was  all. 

Q.  Each  dealer  should  have  one  contract?     A.  Yes. 
Q.  What  contract  did  you  get?     A.  Schools. 
Q.  How  many  tons  did  you  supply  ?     A.  220  tons  of  egg  coal. 
Q.  What  other  contracts  were  made  ?     A.  There  was  the  City   Hall,   the   Cor- 
poration contract. 

Q.  Who  got  that  ?  A.I  don't  remember  who  got  it.  There  were  the  County 
Buildings  and  the  Dominion  Government. 

Q.  What  was  the  amount  of  the  Dominion  Government  contract?     A.    I  don't 

know. 

Q.  Who  got  that  ?    A.   McCullough. 

Q.  Who  got  the  Protestant  Hospital  ?  A.  I  think  it  was  Senator  Clemow,  I  am 
not  quite  sure . 

Q.  Who  got  the  County  buildings  ?  A.  If  I  remember  right,  Butterworth  got  it. 
By  Mr.  Quillet  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  rates?  A.  Not  except  my  own  ;  I  got  $6.05  for  egg  coal 
from  the  schools. 

Q.  Delivered?    A.  Delivered. 

Q.  When  was  that  contract  made  ?  A.  In  the  month  of  August,  sir,  I  think. 
Delivered  on  their  premises. 

Q.  The  retail  price  then  was  $6.50  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  got  $6.06?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  arranged  the  price  you  ware  to  get?      A.    It   was   arranged   amongst 

ourselves. 

Q.  Did  the  public  schools  ask  for  tenders  ?    A.  Yes. 
Q.  Who  put  in  tenders  ?     A.  I  think  most  of  the.  dealers  put  in  tenders. 
Q,  It  was  understood  that  yours  was  to  be  less  ?    A.  Yes. 
Q   Yours  was  less  ?    A.  Yes,  apparently.    I  don't  know  anybody  else  lower. 
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Q.  Was  there  any  bonus  given  or  any  premium  paid  by  you  for  it  ?    A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  feimply  a  matter  of  arrangement  ?  A.  Simply  a  matter  of  arrange- 
ment. 

Q.  You  divided  up  all  the  contracts  between  you?     A.  Tea. 

Q.  You  took  the  public  schools  ?    A.  It  was  given  to  me,  T  didn't  take  it. 

Q.  Was  that  the  Cartage  Company  ?    A.  No,  it  was  amongst  the  dealers. 

Q.  Were  those  who  were  not  doing  business  with  the  Cartage  Company,  men 
like  George  Harris  or  Henry  Easton,  were  they  in  when  this  arrangement  was  made[? 
A.  I  don't  know  whether  they  were  or  not. 

Q.  Were  you  there  ?     A.  I  was  there  on  one  or  two  occasions. 

Q.  Yon  didn't  arrange  this  all  at  one  meeting  ?    A.  No. 

Q.  You  had  a  number  of  meetings  just  as  matters  came  up  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  It  was  agreed  that  the  contracts  should  be  divided  round  among  you  ?  A. 
For  instance,  the  dealers  who  had  these  contracts  for  years  claimed  that  they  had  a 
right  to  fill  these  orders,  that  they  should  have  them  again. 

Q.  How  is  it  somebody  else  had  the  school  contract,  and  it  was  handed  over  to 
you  ?    Who  had  it  before  ?     A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  They  agreed  to  let  you  have  it  at  16.05  ?     A.   fes. 

Q.  What  amount  did  McCullough  get  for  the  Government  contract  ?  A,  I  don't 
know.    I  don't  kcow  the  quantity,  or  I  don't  know  the  price. 

Q.  You  were  there  ?    A.  It  is  a  long  time   since.     I  don't  remember  the  price. 

Q.  You  know  that  you  got  $6.05  for  egg  coal  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  For  the  school  contract.  That  is  the  only  one  that  you  know  of  ?  A.  That 
is  the  only  one  that  I  have  any  personal  knowledge  of,  or  the  only  one  that  I  re- 
member the  price  of — the  only  one  I  was  interested  in. 

Q.  You  remember  quite  well  that  it  was  arranged  that  one  should  have  one  con- 
tract, and  another  should  have  another?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Well,  ihen  it  was  arranged,  for  instance,  if  you  contract  that  you  should  put 
in  a  tender  for  $6.05  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  they  fix  the  price  ?  A.  I  don't  remember  that  I  fixed  the  price.  It  was 
consented  to  by  all  there. 

Q.  They  were  putting  in  tenders  were  they  ?  A.  Some  were  to,  others  said 
they  would  not  tender. 

Q.  In  order  to  keep  up  appearance  all  right  there  were  several  tenders  to  be  put 
in  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  these  tenders  were  all  higher  than  yours  ?  A.  In  tendering  of  course 
they  would  tender  higher  than  mine. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  the  other  tenders  were  ?    A.  I  do  not. 

The  Chaikman— I  have  the  agreement  made  between  Mr.  Brown  and  the  Cartage 
Company.  I  will  read  it  so  that  the  members  of  the  Committee  will  see  what  the 
arrangemen  t  is .   (^Exhibit  40.) 

(Agreement  read.) 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  We  were  asking  you  whether  you  were  satisfied  with  this  arrangement  be- 
tween the  Cartage  Company  and  yourself,  and  you  said  you  were  not  very  well  satis- 
fied.   Why  ?    A.    Well,  as  I  explained  to  you,  the  business  is  too  much  in  their  hands. 

Q.  They  have  the  control  of  everything  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  They  make  that  document  to  suit  themselves  ?    A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  ; 

Q.  What  is  there  unfair  in  it.  What  is  there  that  you  object  to  as  unlair?  A. 
Well,  the  details  of  the  working  of  the  company  we  are  ignorant  of  to  a  great  extent. 
Of  course  we  consider  that  we  get  all  that  is  due  to  us  and  all  that  kind  of  thing,  but 
I  think  outsiders  dealing  with  them  are  not  thoroughly  satisfied  as  a  whole. 

Q.  How  many  tons  did  you  actually  sell  ?     A.   A  little  over  2,800  tons. 

Q.  You  received  $1,825?  A.  Yes.  I  wish  to  explain  to  you  that  out  of  that 
$1,800  or  my  proportion  of  the  division  of  the  profits,  I  paid  for  rent  of  shed  lots 
$230.64  up  to  the  first  of  next  May  for  the  year.    Taxes  and  water  rates  will  exceed 
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$50,  office  expenses,  rents,  &c.,  $650,  and   other  items  not  appertaining  to  the  office 
but  general  business  $129.79  at  present. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  What  rent  do  you  pay?     A.  $450  a  year. 

Q.  Do  you  do  any  other  business  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  Does  anyone  else  do  any  other  business  in  it?     A.  No. 

Q.  What  is  the  necessity  for  such  an  expensive  office  ?  A.  We  cannot  get  one 
for  less.  I  only  rent  part  of  the  office,  and  some  one  else  has  the  rear  portion  of  the 
office. 

Q.  Do  you  sell  soft  coal  besides  this  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Is  soft  coal  in  the  arrangement  ?     A.  It  is  included  in  that. 

Q.  Soft  coal  is  included  in  this  statement  here  ?     A.  I  didn't  buy  any  soft   coal. 

Q.  You  sold  more  coal  then  than  you  had  ?    A,  Yes.     Advertising   $150   and 
and  interest  is  worth  $300,  which  makes  $1,510.43. 
By  the  Ghairman : 

Q.  I  understand  that  you  got  all  this  whether  you  sold  a  ton  of  coal  or  not  ?  A. 
Yes. 

Q.  Your  profits  are  just  the  same  you  have  told  us  ?  A.  I  said  my  profits  would 
be  jusc  the  same  whether  I  sell  one  ton  or  10,000  tons,  but  at  the  same  time  a  man 
going  into  business  wants  to  get  a  footing  for  himself. 

Q.  This  was  an  investment  for  the  future?  It  wasn't  necessary  for  thesa 
profits,  you  ave  establishing  a  business  for  the  future  ?  A.  It  was  to  enable  me  to 
get  coal  in  here,  as  well  as  any  person  else,  which  is  difficult  for  a  man  to  do  unless 
he  has  got  a  footing  in  the  trade. 

Q.  Did  you  think  you  would  have  to  go  to  $1,200  or  $1,500  expenses  to  enable 
you  to  get  coal  besides  paying  for  the  coal  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  are  the  obstacles?  What  is  there  to  prevent  you  from  getting  it  if 
you  go  thOTe  with  your  money  and  have  a  good  business  reputation  ?  A.  They  don't 
-wish  to  encourage  anybody  on  this  side  to  go  into  the  trade  other  than  those  who 
are  in  the  trade  at  present . 

Q.  Or  is  it  that  there  is  pressure  put  on  from  this  side?  A.  I  don't  know  that. 
It  may  be, 

Q.  We  have  evidence  here  to  show  that  they  are  very  anxious  to  sell  and  that 
they  want  to  sell,  that  each  company  is  anxious  to  sell  as  much  coal  as  possible  on 
this  side.  Do  you  know  of  any  arrangement  or  pressure  being  brought  from  this 
side  to  shut  you  out  ?  A.  No ;  I  have  no  personal  knowledge.  I  thought  at  the 
time  that  there  was  something  of  that  kind,  but  I  never  discovered  it. 

Q.  Have  you  a  strong  wuspicion?     A.   Well,  I  had  a  suspicion  at  the  time. 

Q,  You  have  nothing  to  prove  it  ?    A.  No, 

Q.  These  three  other  companies  yon  wrote  to,  you  received  no  reply  whatever? 
A.  No,  sir.     I  saw  the  representativts  of  two  of  them  since  and  they  have  offered  to 

sell  me  coal.  o     a    v 

Q.  bad  J  on  proper  addresses.     Did  you  write  to  the  right  man  ^     A,  Yes;  i 

believe  1  did. 

Q.  They  offered  to  sell  you  coal  since?     A.  Yes;  since. 

Q.  You  were  actually  compelled  to  go  to  this  large  expense  in  order  to  establish 
your  right  to  buy  coal?     A.  Establish  my  right  to  buy  coal. 

Q.  That  was  the  principal  object  of  all  your  expenditure  this  year  ?  A.  Largely, 
to  get  established. 

By  Mr.  Guillet :  , ,      «    v 

Q.  Since  you  joined  the  arrangement,  they  sold  you  coal?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Would  they   sell   jou   coal   if  you   withdrew   from  it?     A.  I  suppose  they 

would  now,  because  I  am  established  in  the  trade.     I  can  get  boat  coal,  but  1   don  t 

know  whether  I  can  get  rail  coal.  ,  „     .      t  u        u      a 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  dealers  not  being  able  to  gat  coal  ?    A.  I  have  heard 

of  it. 
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Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  efforis  being  made  to  prevent  them?  A.  Not  from  my 
own  personal  knowledge.  My  shed  and  scales  cost  over  $2,000.  It  is  beside  the 
canal.  I  allowed  nothing  in  any  cf  these  expenses  for  depreciation.  I  allowed  $300 
interest  on  capital. 

By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland) : 
Q.  Then,  if  I  understand  you  right,  your  profits,  as  the  account  stands  to-day, 
are  about  8300  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  would  be  a  fair  profit  on  the  business  of  that  sort— 2,800  tons  of  coal  T 
A.  A  fair  profit  alter  paying  expenses  ? 

Q.  Yes,  is  that  a  fair  average  business  ?  Ai  I  don't  know,  I  am  new  in  the 
business,  I  can't  answer  that  question  very  well.  I  think  a  man  ought  to  have  a 
little  more  than  that  out  of  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  your  sales  are  nearly  equal  to  the  sale  of  other  dealers  r 
A.  My  sales  are  not  equal  to  the  sales  of  other  dealers. 

Q.  What  proportion  ?  A.  I  suppose  some  of  them  sell  twice  as  much  as  I  sell. 
I  don't  know.  I  have  no  idea.  I  cannot  tell  the  amount  they  sell,  I  have  never 
seen  the  statements. 

Q.  What  in  your  opinion  would  be  a  fair  profit  on  a  ton  of  coal  ?  That  is  to  an 
average  dealer  ?    A.  After  paying  all  expenses  ? 

Q.  To  a  man  who  did  a  fair  business  ?  A.  Oh,  a  man  would  want  about  50  cents 
a  ton  profit,  I  should  think. 

Q.  You  don't  know  what  you  are  to  get  yet  ?     A.  Well,  no ;  I  don't. 

By  Mr.  Quillet  ; 
Q.  Are  there  others  in  the  same  position  besides  you?    A.  Mr.  Thompson. 
Q.  Is  his  share  one-sixteenth  too  ?     A,  1  don't  know  what  their  proportions  are. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
<J.  You  have  given $300  as  interest?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  If  you  sold  for  cash  your  business  is  supposed  to  be  cash?  A.  Yes;  but  it 
is  not  sold  here  for  cash. 

Q.  You  don't  get  all  cash  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  If  you  sold  for  cash  yoo  would  not  require  any  capital  at  all  ?  A.  Oh,  yes. 
We  would  have  to  pay  for  our  coal  on  the  15th  of  the  month. 

Q.  What  would  you  require  ?  A.  A  certain  amoant  of  capital  all  the  time  to 
keep  us  going . 

Q.   You  say  you  pay  for  your  coal  on  the  15th  of  next  month  ?     A.  Yes. 
Q.    You  pay  for  April  deliveries  on  the  15th  of  May  ?     A.  Yes. 
Q.  If  you  sold  in  April  for  cash  you  would  have  the  money  on  the  15th  of  May 
to  pay  for  it?     A.   Yes. 

Q.  So  you  would  not  need  $1  for  capital  at  all,  because  they  take  your  invoices. 
You  hand  over  your  invoices  and  they  pay  on  your  invoices  ?  A.  No,  sir  ;  I  pay  on 
the  invoices.     I  pay  on  my   own  coal. 

Q.  When  do  you  pay  for  it  ?  A.  The  fifth  is  settlement  day,  and  they  always 
pay  on  the  tenth.  • 

Q.  You  get  the  money  from  them  before  you  pay  for  it ?     A.  No,  sir;  I  never 
did  that,  I  don't  think.     Settlement  day  is  supposed  to  be  the  5th,  but  sometimes  it 
is  and  sometimes  it  is  not.   I  pay  for  my  coal  whether  I  have  settled  with  them  or  not. 
Q.  The  arrangement  is  that  you  get  settled   on    the   5th    and  you  pay  for  your 
coal  on  the  10th,  was  that  the  contract?    Theoretically,  at  any  rate,  you  get  the 
money  from  them  before  you  pay  it  over  to  the  coal  companies  in  the  States  ?    A.  I 
could  not  do  it ;  I  don't  think  I  ever  did  that. 
By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 
Q.  The  expenses  of  the  coal  business  then,  as  I  understand  you,  are  such  that 
but  50  cents  would  be  clear  ?    A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  expenses  on  an  average,  if  the  figures  you  have  given  here  are 
correct,  would  be  about  50  cents  more  ?     A.   Of  handling  ? 

Q.  No;  the  list  of  expenses  ?  A.  Yes ;  apart  from  the  delivery  of  it.  Ofooursa 
that  would  vary  some,  but  on  an  average  business  for  a  year  it  is  about  60  cents. 
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By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Would  you  get  along  with  less ?  A.  No;  I  would  require  mote  help  and 
more  capital. 

Q.    Whom  have  you  in  your  office  now  ?     A.  I  have  my  partner. 

Q.  Is  there  work  for  two  ?  A.  Yes;  one  has  to  look  after  the  collection. 
We  have  to  sell  largely  on  credit.  We  have  to  have  a  set  of  books  to  be  kept  and 
credits  to  be  collected. 

Q.  Surely  that  business  you  had  there,  when  the  Cartage  Company  takes  the 
coal  and  delivers  it,  would  not  provide  work  for  two  men  ?  A.  Yes,  pretty  much  alL 
the  time.     The  collections  take  up  a  large  portion  of  a  man's  time. 

Q.   Pay  day  comes  in  only  once  a  month  ?     A.  That  is  amongst  a  certain  por- 
tion of  the  community  only. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  Did  you  write  to  the  agent  in  Montreal ?  A.  No,  sir;  there  is  no  use  trying 
to  bny  from   them,  I  understand. 

Q.  vVho  did  you  understand  that  from?  A.  From  a  gentleman  in  Montreal 
whom  I  saw  there. 

Q.  Who  was  he  ?     A.  A  Mr.  Evans. 

Q.  Who  is  he  ?     A.  In  the  coal  trade  there. 

Q.  Why  ?     A.  Because  they  cannot  sell  here. 


House  of  Commons,  Ottawa,  25th  April,  1888. 

The  Committee  on  alleged  Trade  Combinations  met  this  morning;  Mr.  Wallace 
in  the  chair. 

Perot  E.  Todd,  General  Freight  and  Passenger  Agent  of  the  Canada  Atlantic 
Eailway,  f.worn. 

By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Your  company  has  hauled  a  good  deal  of  coal  to  Ottawa  ?  A.  In  the  last 
year  we  hauled  4,776  tons. 

Q.  And  the  year  before  that?  A.  We  did  not  haul  any  at  all.  That  is  the 
first  year  that  we  hauled  any  coal. 

Q.  That  is  the  first  year  you  hauled  any  coal  ?  A.  Yes  ;  since  the  opening  of 
the  road. 

Q.  When  was  the  road  opened  ?  A.  I  will  not  be  positive,  because  I  have  only 
been  connected  with  it  a  short  time.  It  has  been  opened  between  Ottawa  and  Coteaa 
for  five  years,  and    between    Ottawa  and  Eouse's   Point  for  two  and  a  half  years. 

Q.  What  connection  have  you  with  Eouse's  Point  ?    A.  We  have  our  own  road . 

Q.  Across  the  St.  Lawrence  ?    A.  We  get  there  by  ferry, 

Q.  And  through  the  United  States?  A.  It  is  in  Canadian  territory.  We  connect 
at  Lacolle  with  the  G-rand  Trunk  Eailway,  and  at  Eouse's  Point  we  only  go  a  mile 
and  a  half  into  the  State  of  New  York. 

Q.  With  what  railways  do  you  connect  there?  A.  The  Central  Vermont  Eail- 
way, the  Delaware  and  Hudson,  and  the  Ogdensburg  and  Lake  Champlain. 

Q.  And  then  you  have  facilities  for  carrying  coal.  Are  any  of  these  railways 
connected  with  the  coal  mines?  A.  Yes ;  the  only  one  is  the  Delaware  and  Hudson, 
which  owns  one  of  the  largest  coal  mines  in  the  United  States. 

Q.  And  you  tried  to  make  arrangements  with  them,  to  connect  with  them  to 
carry  coal  to  Ottawa  ?  A.  I  believe  my  predecessor  did.  I  have  only  been  con- 
nected with  the  road  for  a  year  and  a-half,  but  I  understand  that  my  predecessor 
made  several  efforts  to  get  coal  in  here.  He  was  told  by  the  Ottawa  coal  dealers  that 
the  time  had  not  yet  come  but  would  undoubtedly  come  when  we  would  bring  coal 
into  Ottawa.  I  did  not  think  it  was  a  very  clear  answer.  We  did  not  have  a  ton  of 
coal  up  to  last  year. 

Q,  Then  had  you  made  no  arrangements  with  them  before  that — with  any  com- 
panies or  with  any  parties  in  Ottawa  ?    A.  Not  up  to  last  year.     My  predecessor 
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had  gone  to  all  these  coal  merchants  here  with  a  view  to  obtaining  a  share  of  the 
coal  traffic,  bat  he  was  always  pat  oflf,  although  they  could  never  give  a  definite 
reason,  bat  he  did  not  get  coal,  and  that  was  the  long  and  the  short  of  it, 

Q.  Well,  tnen,  how  did  yoa  succeed?  A.  Well,  about  this  time  last 
year  our  general  manager  and  myself  decided  that  we  were  entitled  to  a 
share  of  the  Ottawa  coal  traffic,  and  I  went  to  work  to  see  what  we  could  do 
to  obtain  it.  I  talked  to  my  predecessor  first,  and  he  could  not  see  any  reason 
why,  except  that  we  could  not  get  the  coal.  He  had  been  promised  but  never 
got  it.  I  went  to  them,  more  especially  to  Mr.  Butterworth,  who  is  president  of 
this  association.  I  told  him  that  I  did  not  know  why  we  should  not  get  a  share 
of  the  Ottawa  coal  traffic,  and  I  asked  him  if  there  was  any  reason  why  we  should  not. 
His  feelings  were  most  cordial  towards  us,  but  I  could  not  get  any  promise  of  any 
coal.  That  was  what  I  expected ;  in  fact  I  went  there  as  a  matter  of  form  and  I 
decided  that  there  was  only  one  way  for  us  to  get  any  coal  into  Ottawa,  acd  that 
was  to  bring  in  a  new  dealer  and  if  they  made  it  unpleasant  for  him  we  would  have 
to  stand  by  him.  There  seems  to  have  been  an  impression  that  the  Canada  Atlantic 
Eailway  itself  purchased  coal  for  sale,  but  that  is  not  correct.  We  do  not  care  to  go 
into  any  traffic  of  that  kind,  mixed  up  with  railroad  matters,  if  we  can  avoid  it. 
What  we  did  do  was  to  look  around  for  another  man  that  we  could  put  in  here,  and 
that  we  thought  would  stay  through  the  fight  if  it  was  necessary,  and  we  decided  to 
stay  with  him.  We  arranged  with  the  itathbun  Company  of  Deseronto  to  open  an 
agency  here.  They  are  in  the  coal  business  very  extensively  throughout  Canada.  I 
think  it  was  just  about  this  time  last  year  that  we  made  our  arrangements  to  have 
them  go  into  the  retail  coal  business  in  Ottawa.  The  Ottawa  Coal  Assoeiation  asked 
us  to  meet  them,  which  we  did  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  what  our  intentions  were, 
•and  we  told  them  that  as  far  as  the  Canada  Atlantic  Railway  was  concerned  oar 
intention  was  to  bring  a  share  of  the  coal  into  Ottawa,  whose  coal  or  the  prices  we 
had  nothing  to  do  with.  We  were  only  carriers  and  the  only  arrangement  we  had 
with  the  itathbun  Company  was  on  the  sanie  terms  as  we  would  give  to  them  or  to 
the  public,  and  they  made  a  proposition  to  us  and  the  Rathbun  Company,  We  were 
both  present  at  this  meeting. 

Q.  Who  was  present  ?  A.  Mr,  Butterworth,  Mr.  Ray,  Mr.  Carter,  representing 
the  Rathbun  Company,  myself,  Mr.  Kellogg,  of  Utica,  of  the  Delaware  and  Hudson 
Coal  Company,  and  there  were  one  or  two  other  members  of  the  Ottawa  Atsocia- 
tion  ;  I  think  Mr.  Brown  was  there,  but  I  am  not  sure.  And  they  asked  us  what  we 
intended  to  do  with  regard  to  coal.  I  stated  that  the  position  of  the  Canada  Atlantic 
Hallway  was  simply  that  they  were  bound  to  have  a  share  of  the  Ottawa  coal  traffic. 
We  wanted  a  share  of  the  traffic,  but  as  to  what  the  Rathbun  Company  were  going 
to  do  with  regard  to  prices  they  would  have  to  speak  for  themselves.  They  then 
made  a  proposition  to  this  effect,  that  if  the  Rathbun  Company  would  agree  not  to 
retail  coal  in  Ottawa  until  the  Ist  of  May,  1888,  they  would  agree  to  buy  wholesale 
from  the  Rathbun  Company  a  certain  amount  of  coal,  to  be  agreed  upon  hereafter. 
Mr,  Carter  asked  me  my  views  on  that,  and  I  told  him  that  of  course  our  position 
was  simply  that  of  a  carrier  ;  we  did  not  want  to  deal  in  coal. 

Q.   You  cannot  deal  in  coal  by  year  charter?  A.  It  wonid  not  be  a  good  policy. 

Q.  But  can  you  ?     A.  We  can  under  oar  charter,  1  presume,  but  we  would  not 

want  to  do  so,  for  the  simple  reason  that  any  other  coal  dealer  who  would  want  to 

patronize  the  road  would  very  properly  think  it  was  not  fair  to  him.     But  we  would 

do  that  as  a  last  resort,  rather  than  not  bring  in  any  coal  at  all. 

Q.  I  thought  you  woald  not  have  the  power  ?  A.  I  asked  our  secretary,  and  I 
was  told  that  we  had.  1  was  told  that  we  could  work  on  that  basis  if  we  wanted  to. 
And  the  proposition  they  made  was,  that  if  the  Rathbun  Company  would  agree  not 
to  retail  any  coal  until  the  ist  of  May  this  year,  they  would  purchase  from  them 
direct  a  certain  quantity,  and  that  the  prices  were  to  be  the  same  as  the  circulars 
issued  by  the  other  companies.  I  understand  that  the  companies  issue  a  circular 
monthly. 
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Q.  That  is  the  coal  companies  in  the  States  ?  A.  Tes  ;  the  Delaware  and  Hud- 
son, the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  and  "Western,  and  other  companies.  They  issue  a 
joint  circular  offering  coal  for  so  much.  About  the  contract  between  the  XDttawa 
dealers  and  the  Bathbnn  Company,  the  arrangement  was  that  the  Ottawa  dealers 
should  buy  so  much  coal  from  the  Rathbun  Compaoy.  There  is  no  price  stipulated 
between  the  Eathbun  Company  and  the  purchasers  here.  It  was  to  be  settted  on 
the  circular  of  prices, 

Q.  The  same  prices  as  the  others  ?  A.  Tes.  Now,  we  are  not  so  well  situated, 
geographically,  for  bringing  in  coal  as  the  Canadian  Pacific  Eailway.  The  coal 
mines,  as  a  rule,  are  south-west  from  Ottawa,  that  is  to  say,  they  are  south-west  from 
Utica.  01  course  our  line  reallj'  runs  south-east  from  Ottawa  to  Eouse's  Point,  and 
there  is  only  one  coal  company  that  we  have  a  direct  connection  with,  that  is 
the  Delaware  and  Hudson.  Now,  it  has  always  seemed  to  me  that  the  natural  route 
lor  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  Company  to  send  their  coal  into  Ottawa  is  over  the 
Canada  Atlantic  Eailway.  You  understand  that  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  Coal  Com- 
pany and  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  Eailway  Company  are  one  and  the  same  thing. 
It  is  a  mere  matter  of  bookkeeping. 
By  Mr.  Bain  ( Wentworxh)  : 

Q.  They  own  the  railway  up  to  Eouse's  Point?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  it  is  their  own  property  ?  A.  Tes.  And  their  manner  of  shipping  coal 
I  imderstand  is  that  they  fix  the  price  at  the  mouth  of  the  mine,  and  they  add  half  a 
<!ent  per  ton  per  mile  for  hauling  it.  If  they  would  haul  this  coal  over  their  own 
road  it  would  make  the  amount  to  be  paid  to  foreign  companies  less  than  they  would 
have  to  pay  to  foreign  companies  if  the  coal  came  by  way  of  Utica  ;  therefore  they 
•could  get  it  in  at  less  expense. 

Q.  How  much  longer  would  the  haulage  be  ?  A.  About  seventy-five  miles 
further,  but  that  seventy-five  miles  and  part  of  the  difference  would  go  into  the 
pockets  of  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  ;  in  other  words  if  they  brought  the  coal  by  way 
of  Utica  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  only  get  a  very  short  haulage  on  its  own  coal. 
They  have  to  pay  a  short  rate  to  Utica,  and  then  the  Utica  and  Black  Eivor  Railway, 
and  then  the  Eome,  Watortown  and  Ogdensburg,  then  by  ferry  across  the  St.  Law- 
rence,  and  by  the  Canadian  Pacific  Eailway  to  Ottawa. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  is  the  mile  haulage  per  ton  ?     A.  They  can  haul  their  coal  for  one  half 
cent  per  ton  per  mile. 

Q.  Is  that  the  regular  rate  for  all  companies  ?  A.  For  all  companies  on  their 
own  coal. 

Q.  In  the  United  States  where  they  have  the  InterstUe  Commerce  Bill?  A. 
The  Interstate  Commerce  Bill  does  not  apply  to  state  traffic.  That  would  hardly 
affect  it,  for  this  reason,  that  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  have  their  territory  all 
defined,  and  the  Delaware  and  Lackawanna  and  We^^tern,  for  instance,  does  not  ask 
them  to  haul  their  own  coal.  iNow  the  point  I  was  getting  at  in  regard  to  Ottawa  is 
this,  taking  this  as  a  mere  figurative  illustration,  that  the  price  of  the  coal  at  the 
mouth  of  the  mine  is  three  dollars  per  ton  on  the  cars.  We  will  say,  for  the  saka  of 
illustration,  that  the  price  in  Ottawa  is  five  dollars  per  ton  on  the  same  coal,  the 
difference  of  $2  being  the  freight.  Now  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  out  of  that  »2  . 
freight  has  to  pay  $  i  .75  to  other  corporations,  that  is  to  the  Utica  and  Black  Eiver 
Eailway  or  the  Canadian  Pacific  Eailway.  Now  if  they  brought  it  to  House's  Point 
themselves,  and  then  transhipped  it  over  oar  road,  they  would  only  have  to  pay  6H 
cents  per  ton  to  a  foreign  corporation,  that  is  to  us. 

Q.  From  Eouse's  Point  to  here  the  rate  is  ?     A.  68  cents  per  ton. 
By  Mr.  Quillet  : 

Q.   How  many  miles  is  it  ?     A.  135  miles. 

By  the  Chairman :  ,  •     j  ^    j  ,•        -f 

Q.  They  being  a  coal  company  and  a  railroad  company  combined,  to  deliver  a 

in  Ottawa  they  would  get  the  whole  amount  except  the   68   cents  ?    A.    Yes ;    and 

therefore  I  claim  it  would  be  to  their  own  interest  to  s«nd  their  coal  into  Ottawa  by 
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this  route,  even  though  thoy  had  to  haul  it  an  increased  distance,  because  they  would 
get  a  large  Bhare  of  the  freight.  And  with  that  object  in  view  at  the  meeting  that 
I  speak  of,  here  in  Ottawa,  I  asked  the  Ottawa  dealers  what  was  the  total  consump- 
tion of  coal  in  Ottawa  the  year  previous,  that  is  in  1886.  Their  reply  was  about 
30,000  gross  tons.  Of  that  amount  1  asked  them  how  much  was  sold  by  the  Dela- 
"ware  and  Hudson  Company,  the  company  to  whom  we  would  look  for  coal  on  the 
other  side  and  they  said  about  7,000  tons.  That  is  not  quite  25  per  cent.  I  then 
proposed  to  them  that  what  we  wanted  for  the  first  year  was  25  per  cent,  of  the  total 
amount  of  coal  which  they  brought  into  Ottawa,  leaving  75  per  cent,  to  come  by  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Eailway,  and  I  proposed  further,  that  in  order  to  get  this  matter  in 
as  simple  a  form  as  possible,  and  save  as  much  trouble  as  possible,  that  they  should 
order  7,000  tons  of  coal  from  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  which  was  the  same  amount 
that  they  bought  the  year  before . 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  The  same  amount  that  they  brought  the  year  before?  A.  Yes ;  I  stipulated  that 
that  7,000  tons  would  be  bought  only  on  condition  that  it  was  sent  over  the  Canada  At- 
lantic road.  That,  of  course,  they  didn't  want  to  agree  to.  My  idea  in  asking  that  was 
that  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  was  the  only  coal  company  that  we  could  connect 
with.  I  told  them  that  if  they  would  do  that,  that  the  Eathbun  Company  would 
agree.  Of  course,  they  had  seen  the  Rath  bun  Company.  We  told  them  jointly,  that 
we  would  agree  not  to  retail  coal  until  the  1st  of  May,  this  year,  as  we  were  not  ready 
and  not  in  shape  to  do  it,  as  it  was  so  late  in  the  year  to  commence.  The  ground 
where  they  wanted  to  put  their  building  we  were  using  for  other  purposes,  and  so 
long  as  we  got  the  coal  we  told  them  we  would  agree  not  to  retail  for  one  year,  if 
they  would  guarantee  to  give  us  7,000  tons  of  coal.     Well,  they  did  agree  to  it. 

Q.  That  is  the  Ottawa  Dealers'  Association  ?  A.  Yes.  Mr.  Carter,  of  the 
Kathbun  Company,  then  went  to  Utica  to  see  the  district  agent  of  the  Delaware  and 
Hudson — that  is  the  district  sales  agent — with  a  view  of  purchasing  this  coal  and  he 
came  to  Ottawa,  1  think,  about  two  weeks  after  that,  and  said  that  he  had  seen  the 
district  sales  agent  and  that  he  had  referred  him  to  another  official  in  Whitehall. 
He  had  gone  to  Whitehall  and  that  official  had  referred  him  to  the  president  in  New 
York.  He  had  gone  to  New  York,  and  he  was  then  referred  to  the  wholesale  agent  at 
Scranton,  Penn.  He  went  to  Scranton,  and  came  back  without  having  any  price  of 
coal. 

By  Mr.  Guillet : 
Q.  That  is  for  Ottawa?  A.  That  is  for  Ottawa  i;ia  the  Canada  Atlantic  road.   01 
course  that  was  stipulated  in  his  price  that  we  were  buying  over  the  Canada  Atlantic. 
That  being  a  new  feature,  each  one  referred  him  to  some  one  higher,  and. he  came 
back  without  any  price  over  the  Canada  Atlantic. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Your  contention  was  that  it  was  to  their  interest,  too.  How  is  it  they  didn't 
see  it  in  that  light  ?  A.  That  was  a  point  I  asked  him,  too.  That  is  a  point  I  am 
not  clear  on  in  my  own  mind.  When  Mr.  Carter  came  back  he  made  this  statement 
to  me,  and  my  opinion  was  that  there  was  some  other  influence  at  work,  some  reason 
for  them  not  agreeing  to  give  prices.  I  felt  so  all  the  more  because  our  relations 
•with  the  Delaware  and  Hudson,  entirely  apart  from  coal  matters,  was  of  a  cordial 
nature.  We  gave  them  an  average  of  200  cars  of  freight,  south  bound,  and  got 
nothing  beck,  because  there  is  very  little  traffic  from  New  York  to  Ottawa,  and  they 
had  always  expressed  a  great  desire  if  there  was  only  some  traffic  going  to  Ottawa, 
that  they  would  give  it  lo  us,  and  therefore  it  struck  me  as  if  there  was  some  infla- 
ence  at  work  against  us.  Mr.  Carter's  opinion  was  the  same  as  my  own.  He  asked 
me  to  go  over  the  ground  with  him,  and  so  we  went  to  Utica  together  and  saw  Mr. 
Eddy,  the  district  sales  agent  of  the  Delaware  and  Hudson,  and  he  corroborated  what 
Mr.  Carter  had  reported,  that  he  hadn't  given  the  price  of  coal,  because  there  was  a 
very  serious  obstacle,  and  the  reason  which  he  gave  us,  and  a  very  good  reason  it 
was,  entirely  apart  from  Ottawa  matters.  I  have  no  objection  to  stating  what  it 
was.     He  said  that  there  was  a  contract  between  the   Delaware  and  Hudson  Coal 
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Compary  and  the  Utica  and  Black  River  Eoad,  whereby  the   Utica  and  Black  Eiver 
Eoad  gave  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  lower  rates   and  advantages  at  their  local   sta- 
tions in  the  State  of  New  York,  on  condition   that  the   Delaware   and  Hudson  gave 
them  all  their  coal  traffic  for  competitive  points.     Ottawa  beirg  a  competitive  point, 
they  were  compelled   to  keep   to  their  agreement  with  the  Utica  and  Black  Eiver 
Eoad  and   send   that  coal  over  the  Utica  and   Black  Eiver  Eoad  which,  of  course, 
would  bring  it  in  by  way  of  Ogdensburgh,  and  that  was  the  only  reason  in  the  way  of 
sending  coal  round  by  Eouse's  Point  and  the  Canada  Atlantic.     Ithoughtthat  a  very- 
good  reason  on  the  tace  of  it,  but  I  doubted  it.     I  doubted   that  that  was  the  only 
reason,  because  immediately  after,  Mr.  Eddy's  making  that  statement,  he  was  ready 
to  promise  to  send  5,000  tons  of  coal  over  our  road  as  long  as  we   didn't  ask  him  to. 
send  his  entire  sales  into  Ottawa,  by  our  road.    Therefore,  I  think  I  am  justified  in 
feeling  that  there  was  some  other   cause,  some  influence   brought  to  bear,  and  I  say 
frankly,  that  I  think  that  the  Ottawa  coal  men  when  they  found  that  we  were  deter- 
mined to  bring  coal  into  Ottawa,  forestalled  M.r.  Carter's  first  visit,  by  writing  there 
and  explaining  why  they  had  agreed  to  buy  any  coal  from   the  Delaware  and  Hud- 
son, only  coming  over   the   Canada   Atlantic,   solely  because  their   position  was  a. 
forced  one,  and  forestalled   the  Delaware  and  Hudson's  delivery.     When  they  got 
the  visit  from  Mr.  Carter  they  spoke  about  this  agreement.     Mr.  Carter's  idea  is  the 
same  as  mine.     Of  course  we  had  no  proof.     When  Mr.  Eddy  offered  me  5,000  tons, 
I  said:  "  I  will  do  this  Mr.  Eddy:     I  do   not  desire  to   press  the  matter.     I  will 
agree  if  you  will  give  me  5,000  tons  of  coal ;  you  can  send  2,000  tons  of  coal  by  way 
of  Ogdensburgh  over  the  Utica  and  Black   Eiver  Eoad,  and  then  that  will  bring  your 
coal  shipments  up  to  the  same  sales  that  you  had   last  year  in  Ottawa,  1,000   tons. 
Now,  if  you  sell   any  more  coal  over  and   above  the  7,000  tons,  that  will  come  by 
Eouse's  Point  and  the  Canada  Atiartic."     He  said  he  thought  that  was  a  fair  pro- 
position, and  he  sat  down  to  draw  it  up,  and  just  as  we  were   about   signing  the  con- 
tract, he  said  he  was  only  a  district  agent,  and  it  was  rather  a  serious  matter,  and  he 
did  not  feel  as  though   he  had   authority  to  sign  at   all  in  an  important  matter  like 
that,  and  that  he  preferred  that  the  manager   should  do  it.    He  asked  me  to  go  to 
New  York,  and  I  did  so,  and  Mr.  Carter  went  along  with  me,  and   the  whole  ground 
was  gone  over  again  there,  and  we  stated  our  case  just  as  I  have   put  it  to  the  Dela- 
ware and  Hudson  officials,  and  after  a  private  talk  amongst  themselves,  they  declined 
flat-footed  to  send  any  coal  to  Ottawa  our  way. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  And  did  nothing  ?     A.  And  did  nothing,   but  continued  as  they  had  done. 
That  was  the  ultimatum,  and  it  was  the  last  transaction  that  we  had  with  the  Dela- 
ware and  Hudson  Company .     We  then   came  back  to  Ottawa.     I  think  I  told  these 
gentlemen   pretty  plainly  here,   that  I  was   satisfied  that   they  had  written   to   the 
Delaware  and  Hudson,   but  that  was   neither  here  nor  there,  but  we  wanted  our  con- 
tract  changed  in  this  way,  that  we  would  be  allowed  to  supply  the  7,000  tons  of  any 
other  coal  that  we  could  get,  that  is  any  other  company's  coal,  but  they  were  still  to 
decline  to  buy  any  coal  from  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  unless  they  would  ship  it  over 
our  road.     Afterwards,  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  coal,  that  contract  was  changed 
from  7,000  tons  to  5,000   tons  with  our   consent.     Our   agents,   the    Eathbun  Com- 
pany, then  purchased  5,000  tons  of  coal  from  the  Pennsylvania  Company,   to  com© 
by  water  to  Eouse's  Point,  and  of  that  5,000  tons  we  got  in  before  the  close  of  navi- 
gation about  3,600  tons  out  of  the  5,000  we  had  contracted  for  at  the  close  of  nayi- 
gation  on  Lake  Champlain,  and  the  scarcity  of  coal  preventedusfromgetting  itall  in. 
Q    Where  did  this  coal  come  from  ?     A.  Prom  New  York.     It  came  by  water 
from  Eouse's  Point.     From  the  time  we  started  to  furnish  that  coal  there  were  objec- 
tions raised  to  it  by  the  Ottawa  men  on  the  grounds   that  it  was  inferior   coal  and 
everything  that  they  got  was  unsatisfactory.     At  the  close  of  navigation  we  were 
short  of  what  we   agreed  to  furnish  of  about  1,000  tons  or   1,500  tons.     I  told   the 
Eathbun  Company  that  they  must  fill  that  contract,  no  matter  what  the  loss  was  as 
we  had  agreed  to  furnish  5,000  tons  of  coal  and  they  must  fill  it  and  we  would  stand 
in  with  them  at  anv  loss.     They  then   looked   around   and  purchased    1,000  tons  at 
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Ogdensburgh,  a'nd  they  were  under  contract,  of  course,  to  sell  this  coal  in  Ottawa  at 
the  game  price  as  the  other  company,  which,  I  think,  at  that  time  was  $5,75  per 
gross  tOQ  on  the  cars.  They  bought  1,000  tons  of  what  they  were  short  at  Ogdens- 
burgh at  $5.25,  leaving  a  difference  of  50  cents  per  ton  to  get  the  coal  from  Ogdens- 
burg  to  Ottawa,  and  then  they  would  get  it  without  loss,  but,  of  course,  without 
profit.  They  brought  that  coal  from  Ogdensburgh  to  Eouse's  Point  over  the  Ogdens- 
burgh &  Lake  Champlain  Road,  and  we  brought  it  from  Eouse's  Point  into  Ottawa, 
and  we  brought  it  in  free  anyway.  I  don't  know  whether  we  have  got  a  settlement 
with  the  Ogdensburgh  road  yet.  They  offered  to  bring  it  for  60  cents  a  ton  from 
Ogdensburgh  to  Eouse's  Point.  As  the  difference  between  the  prices  only  left  50  cents 
a  ton,  we  would  not  only  have  to  haul  it  for  nothing,  but  pay  10  cents  per  ton,  too. 

Q.  What  is  the  distance  from  Ogdensburgh  to  Eouse's  Point?     A.    118  miles- 

Q.  One  half  cent  a  mile  ?  A.  Yes  and  that  would  just  be  60  cents.  I  wanted  them 
to  make  it  fall  to  50  cents  to  let  Eathbun  and  ourselves  out  without  losing  cash,  but 
that  is  not  decided  yet  and  we  bring  it  free  from  Eouse's  Point  to  Ottawa.  That 
left  us  only  500  tons  short.  That  500  tons  was  furnished  by  the  Eathbun  Company 
•over  the  Canadian  Pacific  by  agreement,  that  was  some  coal  that  they  had  over  for 
parties  in  Brockville  and  by  that  means  we  filled  our  contract  with  these  men  for 
5,000  tons.  This  year  we  proposed  to  have  it  and  possibly  two  dealers  independent 
from  these  men  here.  We  are  in  better  shape  this  year.  Last  year  we  had  not  the 
ground  to  give  out  for  coal  yards  which  we  have  arranged  to  get  tor  this  year,  and 
the  Eathbun  Company  1  understand  and  one  other  dealer  that  I  know  of  are  going 
to  retail.  We  felt  that  we  were  prevented  in  a  certain  way,  and  we  have  not  any 
evidence  of  it  except  what  I  have  said.  We  feel  morally  sure  and  certain  that  every- 
thing was  done  that  could  be  done  to  prevent  oar  bringirg  of  coal  into  Ottawa, 
but  we  brought  it  in 

Q.  You  didn't  know  the  plan  of  their   organization  at   the-time?     A.  I  hadn't 
any  idea  whether  it  was  an  incorporated  company    or  what.     Of  course,  all  I  had  to 
look  after  was  simply  to  get  a  certain  amount  of  coal  tonnage  over  our  road. 
By  Mr.  Quillet  : 

Q.  This  contract  that  existed  between  the  Utica  and  Black  Eiver  Eoad  and  the 
Delaware  and  Hudson  Company  would  not  prevent  them  carrying  all  the  coal  they 
chose  over  their  owq  lines  ?  A.  Well,  according  to  what  they  said  it  would  prevent 
them  carrying  coal  to  competing  points  over  their  own  lines  to  Ottawa  and  Ogdens- 
burgh, about  the  only  two  points  where  they  could  come  into  competition  with  each 
other. 

Q.  It  seemed  to  be  a  contract  made  against  their  own  interest  ?  A.  At  the  time 
the  coQtract  was  mude  the  Canada  Atlantic  road  wasn't  opened,  and  therefore  Ottawa 
wasn't  looked  upon  as  a  competing  point.  The  contract  I  understand  was  of  some 
jeiirs'  standing. 

Q.  How  long  was  it  for?  A.  It  seems  to  be  an  indefinite  one.  My  own  opinion 
is  that  there  is  no  contract,  but  it  is  simply  a  working  arrangement.  If  they  saw  it 
was  to  their  interest  to  change  it  I  don't  think  that  contract  would  bind  them. 
There  is  one  point  I  want  to  bring  out  in  regard  to  this  coal  business.  As  I  said 
just  now,  all  tne  coal  that  we  brought  in  was  objected  to  on  the  part  of  these  Ottawa 
men.  Every  possible  fault  was  found  with  it  and  of  course  that  was  done  with  an 
object ;  but  they  have  stated  to  me  since,  that  they  would  now  like  to  bring  coal  in 
over  our  road,  but  inasmuch  as  we  could  not  bring  in  all  rail  coal — the  only  coal 
that  we  can  bring  has  got  to  come  by  water  to  Eouse's  Point— they  must  have  all 
rail  coal  here,  and  that  that  is  the  only  reason  why  they  cannot  patronize  our  road 
this  year.  They  said  that  this  was  much  superior  to  the  coal  which  breaks  bulk; 
that  is,  there  is  less  handling.  We  overcame  that  in  this  way :  all  coal  that  is  taken 
out  of  the  boats  at  Eouse's  Point  and  loaded  into  our  cars  was  screened  there  at  the 
expense  of  the  Pennsylvania  Company.  This  put  it  in  the  same  position  as  all  rail 
Goal  when  the  cars  started  from  the  mine.  iNow  another  poiut  I  would  like  to 
establish  is  this :  I  think  that,  roughly  speaking,  there  was  about  20,000  tons  came 
Jnto  Ottawa  by  way  of  Prescott  ani  tUe  C.  P.  E.    I  am  certain  that  of  that   20,00ft^ 
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tons  of  coal  that  came  into  Ottawa  by  that  way,  not  over  8,000  tons  came  all  rail 
from  the  mines.  I  know  that  a  very  large  quantity — and  we  will  say  60  per  cect., 
roughly  speaking— came  by  water  from  Oswego  or  Fairhaven  to  Prescott.  That 
coal  came  in  by  cars  here  and  these  men  are  selling  their  coal,  making  no  difference 
at  all  in  the  coal  that  came  by  water,  via  Prescott,  and  the  coal  that  came  all  rail 
from  the  mines. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  They  might  not  know  it?  A.  I  do  not  see  how  tbey  could  possibly  help  know- 
ing if  a  man  orders  all  rail  coal  from  the  mines  and  it  comes  by  water  to  Prescott. 
Q.  They  ordered  it  from  a  certain  company  and  they  got  it  delivered  in  Ottawa 
at  a  certain   price.     Ottawa  is   different   from   other  places.     A.  They  knew  well 
enough  that  oars  did  not  come  all  rail. 

Q.  Did  you  test  the  quality  of  your  coal    as   compared  with  theirs  ?    A,  I  used 
it  in  my  own  house  and  found  it  fully  as  good,  my  people  say  better.     We  used  iden- 
tically the  same  coal,  taken  from  the  barges,  in  our  passenger  offices,  and  found  it 
fully  equal  this  year.     The  point  that  I  want  to  get  at  is  this  :  These  people  are  now 
crying  down  to  consumers  (the  direct  consumers,  the  householders)  the  coal  coming 
over  the  Canada   Atlantic   on   the   ground   that  it  is  not  all  rail  coal,  while  the  coal 
that  they  are  selling  is  only  40  or  50  per  cent,  of  all  rail  coal.    That  is  the  poiot.     I 
have  told  them  this,  that  in  regard  to  this  year's  business  that  as  far  as  we  can  con- 
trol the  salesmen  selling  coal  to  agents   to    bring   it   over  our  road,  that  if  they  find 
that  when  they  go  round  to  take  orders  our  coal  is  being  decried  on  the  ground  that 
it  is  not  all   rail   coal,   we   will  do  this:  For  instance,  if  Mr.  Butterworth  makes  the 
statement   that   coa!  coming   over    the   Canada     Atlantic   is   not   aa   good    to   the 
consumer  as  theirs  because  theirs  comes  all  rail,  I  have  arranged  with  people  who 
handle  coal  over  our  road  to  sell  their  coal  at  just  as  much  less  as  Mr.  Butter  worth 
says  it  is  worth  ;  that  is  to  say,  if  he  says  that  Canada  Atlantic  coal  is  inferior  by  50 
cents  per  ton  from  having  come  by  water,  to  sell  it   at  50  cents  a  ton  leas  than  Mr. 
Butterworth's  price ;  if  he  says  it  is  worth  $1  a  ton  less  we  will  sell  it  at  $  I  less.  The 
railway  company  is  to  stand  by  them  as  we   are   working  to  establish  ourselves  as  a 
coal  route  into  Ottawa. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 
Q.  Does  not  the  screening  of  coal  obviate  the  difference  in  price  ?     A.  Tes ;  I 
think  it  more  than  overcomes  it,  for  this  reason  :  the  coal  is  screened  at  the  mines 
and  put  on  the  cars.     There  is  a  good  deal  of  shaking  in  a  journey  of  250   or   300 
miles,  much  more  than  by  boat.     If  our  coal  is  screened  after  it   comes  out  of  the 
boat,  it  is  only  subject  to  the  shaking  of  135  miles  as  against  250  to  300.     It   seems 
to  me,  therefore,  that  coal  that  comes  in  by  boat  will  be  in  a  better  condition  than 
theirs,  or  at  any  rate  equally  good. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth^  : 
Q.  You  are  handling  the  Pennsylvania  Company's  coal  this  year?     A.  We  did 
so  last  year,  and  it  is  our  intention  to  do  so  this   year.    They  also  send  some   coal 
here  by  water ;  that  is,  by  the  Eichelieu  Eiver  and  up  that  way. 

Q.  Your  object  is  to  give  them  better  facilities  than  to  send  it  round  ?  A. 
Yes ;  and  it  is  more  convenient  to  receive  their  coal  by  rail  as  the  boats  have  to  be 
discharged  immediately. 

Q.  They  have  the  disadvantage  of  twice  handling  ?  A.  Tes;  but  that  is  taken 
care  of  in  the  selling. 

Q.  They  make  concessions  on  the  other  side  ?  A.  Our  arrangement  in  regard 
to  prices  with  the  Pennsylvania  Company  is  just  exactly  the  same  as  last  year.  That 
is,  when  the  circulars  are  issued  by  that  company  for  the  month — which  are  open — 
that  the  Pennsylvania  Company  will  sell  coal  to  any  of  our  dealers  at  the  same  price 
as  stated  in  the  circulars  of  the  other  companies  and  allow  us  68  cents  a  ton  for 
freight.  That  is  the  only  arrangement  we  have  with  them. 
By  Mr.  Wood  (^Westmoreland)  : 
Q.  What  is  the  arrangement  again?  A.  The  only  arrangement  we  have  with 
the  Pennsylvania  Company  is,  with  regard  to  the  prices,  that  they  will  furnish  coa:. 
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to  any  dealers  in  Ottawa,  \Tho  wish  their  coal  over  the  Canada  Atlaotic.     They  will 
famish  what  coal  they  want  at  tho   same  prices  as  are  named  in   the  circulars  of  the 
other  com()anie8  for  that  month,  and  alloiving  us  68  cents  a  ton  for  freight. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  Waald  there  be  any  other  dealers   besides  those  established  by  yourselves? 
A.  Any  dealer.     Our  rates  are  the  same  to  anybody. 
Bi/  Mr.  Bain  (  WentwortK)  : 

Q.  Toar  object  is  freight  ?     A.  Yes  ;  that  is  the  only  interest  we  have. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  ; 

Q.  Are  they  willing  to  do  that?    A.  Yes  ;  that  is  our  arrangement  with  them. 

Q.  Then  there  is  no  disposition  to  dictate  who  shall  have  coal  here?  A.  No; 
the  more  coal  dealers  here  the  better  suited  we  are.  The  Pennsylvania  Oomoany 
has  sold  verv  little  coal  here,  the  only  quantity  being  that  which  came  by  water,  by 
way  of  the  Elchelieu  Eiver  and  Sorel  and  Montreal. 

Q.  Has  that  coal  a  good  character?  A.  The  Pennsylvania  Company  is  about 
the  largest  in  the  market.  The  only  reason  that  they  have  not  sold  coal  in  Ottawa 
is  that  they  are  not  geographically  situated  so  well  as  others. 

Q.  What  will  they  lay  down  coal  for?  A.  I  do  not  know.  They  have  not 
opened  yet  for  the  season.  May  is  the  first  month  we  get  prices.  I  understand 
there  has  been  an  advance  over  last  year,  but  1  do  not  speak  positively.  Our 
position,  as  a  gentleman  remarked  just  now,  is  purely  one  of  freight.  All  the 
stipulation,  I  may  say,  was  that  we  were  to  have  a  contract  for  so  much  coal,  and 
last  year  I  told  the  Rathbun  Company  to  get  that  much  coal. 
By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland) : 

Q.  You  guaranteed  them  against  loss  ?  A.  They  lost  money  on  some  of  the 
coal  they  brought  in  here,  but  we  helped  them  out  when  they  were  not  able  to  get 
their  full  5,000  tons  that  they  had  guaranteed  to  furnish,  they  only  got  3,600  tons  of 
it.  When  they  had  to  buy  that  coal  at  Ogdensburgh  and  bring  it  round  by  Rouse's 
Point  we  carried  that  coal  for  nothing.    They  lost  something,  too, 

Q.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  understood  you.  You  said  if  this  coal  did  not  sell 
by  as  much  as  50  cents  a  ton,  what  then  ?  A.  In  that  event  we  would  reduce  our 
freight  rate  in  proportion  to  what  they  had  to  reduce.  For  instance,  if  they  had  to 
reduce  their  prices  50  cents  a  ton,  I  should  feel  inclined  to  stand  half  of  that  on 
behalf  of  the  railway  company.  It  is  to  our  interest  to  stand  behind  them  in  the 
matter. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (WentwortK)  : 

Q.  That  is  on  the  supposition  that  the  existing  company  tries  to  crowd  you  out  ? 
A.  Yes;  we  have  no  distinct  basis  of  understanding  with  them,  but  for  that  faotthat 
we  hauled  1,000  tons  for  nothing  last  year.  They  are  satisfied  that  we  will  help 
them  out.  I  have  told  them  that  we  are  decidedly  against  this  combination.  That 
is  a  matter  which  we  have  nothing  to  say  to  them.  We  cannot  control  it.  My 
advice  to  them,  especially  during  the  laat  few  days,  is  to  keep  out  and  go  in  on  that 
basis. 

By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  You  draw  coal  for  anybody  ?    A.  Yes  ;  for  anybody  at  the  same  rate. 
By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westvwrtland)  : 

Q.  You  would  not  draw  coal  for   nothing  ?     A.  No ;  only   under   circumstances 
similar  to  last  year. 

By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  Do  you  cart  this  coal  ?    A.  No ;  they  take  it  from  the  cars. 

Q.  You  would  put  it  into  any  other  yard  ?  A.  We  would  just  as  leave  switch 
it  into  the  C.P.E.  yard. 

Q.  You  have  an  arrangement  for  cartage?     A.  Yes;  but  not  for  coal, 

Q.  Coal  is  different  from  any  other  freight?  A.  It  is  handled  separately  and 
some  of  the  larger  roads  such  as  the  New  York  Central  and  West  Shore,  haw  coal 
agents.  It  is  always  handled  separately.  We  brought  in  some  coal  last  year  for 
the  use  of  our  own  employees,  to  get  it  cheaper  and  we  had  to  hire  carts. 
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By  Mr.  McDougall  (Fictou)  : 

Q.  Is  the  coal  sold  here  screened  ?  A.  What  came  in  over  the  Canada  Atlantic 
was  screened  at  Eouae's  Point. 

Q.  But  not  here?    A.   It  may  have  been  screened  after  leaving   the  care,    but 
it  was  not  screened  when  in  our  possession  except  at  Eonse's  Point. 
By  Mr  Guillet  : 

Q   If  they  sold  your  coal  without  being  screened,  and   screened   the   coal  from 
other  sources,  it  would  make  their  coal  appear  superior  ?    A.  I  do  not  know ;   but  I 
notice  that  they  charge  the  same  prices  for  our  coal  as  for  theirs. 
By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 

Q.  Would  you  make  a  similar  arrangement  with  regard  to  standing  behind  any- 
other  company  but  the  Pennsylvania?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  to  bear  part  of  the  loss?  A.  Yes;  exactly.  We  have  one  other 
dealer  and  perhaps  two  who  are  going  in  to  bring  their  coal  over  the  Canada  Atlantic 
Hoad.  If  they  are  going  to  bring  in  their  coal  exclusively  over  our  road,  they  have 
a  good  deal  of  trouble  ahead,  but  we  are  going  to  stay  with  them. 


Elias  Eogers,  coal  dealer  of  Toronto,  recalled,  sworn. 
By  the  Chairman  ; 

Q.  I  have  a  letter  here  from  you,  Mr.  Eogers,  and  a  statement  of  the  case  by  the 
Toronto  dealers  with  eight  statutory  declarations  attached  to  it,  swearing  to  the 
correctness  of  the  statements  that  are  made  here.  It  is  a  document  containing  eleven 
pages  besides  eight  pages  of  statutory  declarations.  It  is  pretty  largely  a  repetition 
of  your  evidence  given  before  the  Committee  before.  I  may  also  say  to  the  Com- 
mittee that  Mr.  Eogers  has  a  letter  here,  but  as  he  is  here  himself  I  do  not  think  it 
is  necessary  to  read  the  letter.  Mr.  Eogers  is  here  himself  and  can  make  his  state- 
ment. His  letter  is  largely  in  regard  to  Mr.  Bell,  which  is  perhaps  a  personal  matter, 
and  also  refers  to  Mr.  McConnell.  He  refers  also  to  a  statement  that  I  made  at 
Seaton  village.  Did  you  hear  me  make  that  statement?  A.  No,  but  I  have  a 
report  of  your  speech. 

Q.  You  swear  to  the  correctness  of  this  statement,  I  believe  ?  A.  I  attested  to 
that. 

Q.  What  knowledge  have  you  which  enabled  you  to  make  this  statement,  to 
swear  to  it  ?     Did  you  hear  me  make  this  statement  ?     A.  I  have  a  report  here. 

Q.  Do  you  swear  to  the  correctness  of  the  report  ?  A.  No ;  I  simply  say  to  the 
best  of  my  belief. 

Q.  What  knowledge  have  you  ?  A.  Newspaper  reports.  It  was  reported  in 
flther  papers. 

Q.  Whar  paper  did  you  quote  from  ?    A.  I  think  it  is  the  Mail. 

Q.  Well,  i  have  a  similar  report  said  to  be  taken  from  the  Globe  f  A.  It  was 
reported  in  both  papers. 

Q.  The  same  word  for  word  ?     A.  In  substance. 

Q.  These  two  reports,  I  have  a  report  here  taken  from  the  Globe  and  it  is  just 
word  for  word  with  the  printed  slip  which  you  have  ?  A.  I  see  that  the  Globe  is 
not  marked  on  it,  and  the  same  statement  was  made  in  face  on  several  occasions 
during  the  election  campaign. 

Q.  I  just  want  to  refer  to  the  matter,  to  refer  to  the  statement  I  made  at  Seaton 
Tillage.  This  is  the  statement  that  Mr.  Eogers  swears  to  as  being  correct,  that  I 
had  "  recently  bought  a  carload  of  coal  from  Messrs.  Keys  &  Hallet.  at  Woodbridge, 
for  which  you  paid  $5.60  per  ton,  and  that  Keys  &  Hallett  bought  it  from  us  at  $5 
per  ton  in  Toronto."  T  may  say  that  that  statement  is  not  the  statement  chat  I 
made  but  I  will  refer  to  that  later.  You  stated  that  this  "  was  entirely  wrong  and 
misleading.  The  car  referred  to  was  ordered  by  you  12th  August,  received  27th 
August  and  paid  for  3rd  September,  1887.    At  that  time  our  price  on  the  oars  both 
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to  Toronto  and  country  dealers  was  $5  per  ton."     What  1  want  to  ask  you  is,  is  that 
what  you  sold  that  coal  to  Keys  &  Hallet  for  ?     A.  Yes  ;  $5  per  ton. 

Q.  I  want  you  to  tell  me  what  was  the  price  at  which  you  sold  that  particular 
lot  of  coal  at  ?     A.  If  you  will  give  me  the  number  of  the  car. 

Q  Yoft  have  sworn  to  this  statement,  you  have  given  all  the  particulars  about 
this,  and  I  want  to  ask  you  if  you  know  them  of  your  own  knowledge,  "  ordered  by 
us  on  August  12th,  received  August  27th,  and  paid  for  September  3rd,  1887."  These 
things  you  could  not  know  of  your  own  knowledge,  but  you  could  know  what  was 
done  ?    A.I  will  read  you  Messrs.  Keys  &  Hallet's  letter. 

Q.  No;  give  us  a  statement  ?     A.  Well,  if  it  was  stove  coal 

Q.  I  want  no  ifs.  You  will  please  answer  my  question.  You  have  given  the 
particulars.  I  have  read  the  whole  of  that  letter  referring  to  this  transaction  ?  A. 
No  ;  you  have  not. 

Q.  The  whole  referring  to  this  transaction  ?     A.  Not  since  I  have  been  here. 

Q.  I  will  commence  and  read  it  over  again.  "  Even  your  friend  Keys  &  Hallet, 
of  Woodbridge,  paid  us  $6  per  ton  on  the  cars  at  Toronto  for  nut  coal  shipped  the 
3rd  and  7th  of  December.  Your  statement  to  the  electors  of  Toronto  on  the  28th  of 
December  that  you  had  recently  bought  a  carload  of  coal  from  Messrs.  Keys  & 
Hallet,  of  Woodbridge,  for  which  you  paid  $5.60  per  ton  and  that  Keys  &  Hallet 
bought  it  from  us  at  $5  at  Toronto  was  entirely  wrong  and  misleading.  The  car 
referred  to  was  ordered  by  you  August  12th,  received  August  27th,  and  paid  for 
September  3rd,  1887.  At  that  time  our  price  on  the  cars  both  to  Toronto  and 
country  dealers  was  $5  per  ton."  Now  there  is  the  whole  statement,  you  have  the 
full  particulars.  You  are  able  to  give  us  the  full  particulars  when  we  ordered  from 
somebody  else,  when  that  car  arrived  in  Woodbridge  and  when  we  paid  for  that  car, 
and  you  make  an  affidavit  swearing  to  all  these  statements  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now  these  are  things  that  you  could  not  possibly  know  of  your  own  know- 
ledge, it  was  something  that  was  told  you  ?  A.  I  had  every  reason  to  believe  that  it 
was  true.     If  you  will  allow  me 

Q.  I  am  asking  you  a  plain  question  and  it  is  proper  that  you  should  answer. 
You  do  not  know  of  this  transaction  of  your  own  personal  knowledge  ?  A.  I  know 
it  the  same  as  I  know  all  other  transactions  in  my  business. 

Q.  These  were  not  transactions  with  you  at  all.  These  were  transactions  of 
Wallace  Bros.,  with  Keys  &  Hallet  ?    A.  If  you  will  allow  me 

Q.  I  will  allow  you  to  answer  my  question.  i>o  you  know  of  your  own  personal 
knowledge  about  this  transaction  ?    A,  I  had  their  letter  to  that  eflfect. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  your  own  personal  knowledge  ?  A.  I  know  it  in  that  way. 
I  had  their  letter  giving  those  facts. 

Q.  We  are  not  disputing  the  statement.  Do  you  know  it  of  your  own  personal 
knowledge  ?    A.  I  know  it  in  that  way. 

Q.  Do  you  know  it  of  your  own  personal  knowledge  ?  A.  I  know  it  in  that 
way. 

Q.  I  will  ask  the  Committee  if  they  think  this  is  fair  treatment.  I  am  asking 
Mr.  Eogers  whether  he  knows  that  of  his  own  knowledge  ?  A.  I  made  that  state- 
ment believing  it  to  be  true. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  this  of  your  personal  knowledge  ?  A.  I  know  it  only  in 
that  way. 

Q.  You  have  stated  that  a  good  many  times.  Do  you  know  these  facts  of  your 
own  personal  knowledge  or  by  communication  from  some  one  else  ?  A.  I  have 
Keys  &  Hallet's  letter. 

Q.  But  I  ask  of  your  own  knowledge  or  communication  from  others?  A.  I 
have  Messrs.  Keys  &  Hallet's  letter  so  far  as  their  transaction  between  you  and  them 


are   concerned. 


Q.  What  did  you  sell  that  car  load  of  coal  for?  A.  I  will  tell  you  what  they 
bought  from  us  last  fall. 

Q.  I  am  asking  you  a  straight  question,  and  I  must  insist  on  an  answer.  Now 
iere  is  a  matter,   Mr.  Eogers,  that  you  should  know  all  about,   what  you  sold  that 
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car  load  of  which  you  gave   all  the  detailed  particulars  and  which  I  am  not  now  dis- 
puting.    There  is  one  fact  that  you  should  know  of  your  own  personal    knowledge. 
You  should  know  what   you   sold  that   carload  of  coal  to  Keys  &  Hallet  for,    and  I 
am  asking  you  that.     What  did  you  sell  it  to  them  for  ?     A.  $5  per  ton, 
Q.  Sou  swear  to  that?     A.   Yes,  that  is  as  I  have  it  in  my  books, 
Q.  1  am  asking  you  what  was  the  actual  price  thS;  you  sold  it  to  them  for?    A. 
That  is  the  price  eatered  in  our  books  and  paid  for. 
Q,  They  paid  you  $5  per  ton  ?     A.    Yes. 

Q;  It  is  remarkable  that  they  should  ask  us  $5  per  ton  and  make  16  cents  per 
ton  profit?  A.  In  their  letter,  dated  Woodbridge,  30th  December,  they  say  : — "  In 
reference  to  Mr.  Wallace's  speech  at  Seaton  village  the  other  evening,  the  car  of 
coal  he  spoke  of  as  having  purchased  from  us  at  Woodbridge  Station  for  $5.60  per 
ton  was  ordered  on  the  12th  of  Augubt,  received  on  the  'i7th  August,  and  paid  for 
on  3rd  September.  We  know  nothing  about  his  going  to  quote  prices  of  coal,  and 
■were  surprised  when  we  saw  the  repoit  in  the  Globe.  The  freight  he  spoke  of  was 
correct,  as  he  had  as  goo  i  knowledge  of  that  part  of  the  business  as  ourselves." 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  What  was  the  date  of  that  letter  ?  A.  30th  December.  The  speech  referred 
to  was  on  28th  December.  Keys  &  Hallet  had  a  car  from  us  on  25ih  August,  car 
No.  4518,  at  $5  per  ton ;  on  30th  August  they  had  two  cars  at  $4.T5,  and  on  20tb. 

October 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  August  25th.     Was  that  the   date    when   the  shipment  was  made  ?     Would 
that  be  when  it  was   shipped  ?     A.  It  was   received  on  August  25th,  and  shipped  on 
August  27th. 

Q.  That  was  the  csr  before  that  ?  A.  I  do  not  know.  On  December  3rd,  car 
No.  b703  was  shipped  to  'them  at  S6,  and  on  December  7th,  car  No.  457  was 
shipped  to  them  at  86  per  ton. 

Q.  Did  you  sell  them  any  other  cars  in  December  ?  A.  I  could  not  say,  I  do 
not  think  so . 

Q,  I  think  this  witness  should  be  compelled  by  the  Committee  to  answer  these 
questions.  He  comes  with  certain  information  and  then  he  says  ho  cannot  toll.  Did 
you  bring  your  books  and  papers  with  you  ?  You  are  prepared  with  certain  transac- 
tions with  Keys  &  Hallet.  Are  you  prepared  to  give  us  all  the  information  ?  Did 
yon  receive  the  summons  ?     A.  I  did  not  receive  the  summons. 

Q.  Did  vou  not  get  it  the  second  time  ?  A.  I  heard  of  the  first  one  and  I  re- 
ceived the  second. 

Q.  The  telegraph  message  did  not  reach  you  ?     A.  It  came  in  the  evening. 
Q.  Did  you  not  get  it  the   next  morning  ?     A.  I  received  a  message  that  I  was 
wanted  to  go  to  Ottawa;  it  was  a  telephone  meseage. 

Q.  By  telephone  ?    A.  Yes,  and  then  I  received  a  second  message  on  Monday  to 

defer  coming  until  to-day.  t  rr  ,,  +  » 

Q.  Did  you  look  at  your   books  to  see   your   transaction   with  Keys  &  Hallet  r 

A.  This  is  a  memorandum   that   my   book-keeper   made   for  me  and  which  he  took 

from  the  books. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworih')  : 
Q.  Between  what  times  ?     A.   August  25th,  and  December  7th. 

By  Mr.  Macdougall  (^Fictou): 
Q.  Long  or  short  ton  ?     A.  Short  ton,  2,000  lbs. 

Bv  the  Chairman :  „  tt  ,i  ..  •    t^         v     9 

Q.  Do'you  know  of  any  further  transactions  with  Keys  &  Hallet  in  Dtcember  ( 

A    Yes 

Q  I  ttink  you  said,  Mr.  Eogers,  that  you  did  not  know  much  of  tho  affairs  of  the 
coal  exchange  ?     A.  I  said  I  had  not  attended  many  meetings  last  year. 

Q.  Did  you  not  mention  that  you  had  attended  only  two  or  three  meetings  C  A, 
1  said  very  few  meetings. 

3-18 
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Q.  Did  you  not  say  only  about  two  or  three  meetings  ?  Have  you  not  looked 
over  your  evidence  as  stated  in  the  papers  ?    A,  I  have  read  it. 

Q.  Is  that  not  a  good  report?    A.  Yes  ;  a  very  fair  report. 

Mr.  Bain. — Am  1  entitled  or  am  I  not  entitled  to  ask  :  If  you  are  going  to 
raise  the  question  of  the  witness'  evidence,  I  ask  that  the  original  evidence  be  pro- 
duced ?  • 

The  Chairman. — I  have  said  that  the  evidence  should  be  submitted  right  here. 
I  say  that  Eogera  made  the  statement  at  the  last  meeting,  that  he  did  not  attend 
more  than  two  or  three  meetings  of  the  Committee.  (Addressing  witness.)  Did 
you  make  some  such  statement,  Mr.  Eogers  ?  A.  I  may  have  made  the  statement 
that  I  had  not  attended  very  many  of  the  meetings  last  year,  very  few  of  the 
meetings. 

Q.  Would  you  be  surprised  to  learn  that  you  had  attended  20  meetings  ?  A. 
I  know  I  did  rot. 

Q.  You  are  sure  you  did  not  attend  20  meetings  ?  A.  Yes ;  I  am  quite  sure  I 
did  not  attend  20  meetings.  I  may  possibly  have  dropped  into  some  meetings  just 
for  a  moment. 

Q.  We  have  a  certified  copy  of  the  minutes  here?  A.  I  didn't  remain  through  a 
dozen  meetings  during  the  year. 

Q.  This  is  something  else.  We  have  a  certified  copy  of  the  minutes  of  the  meet- 
ings here  at  which  Mr.  Eogers  was  put  at  the  beginning  of  the  meeting  as  being 
present  on  the  21st  January,  1887,  14th  May,  21st  May,  30th  May,  6th  June,  11th 
June,  18th  June,  2Dd  July,  9th  July,  19th  July,  23rd  July,  29th  July,  10th  August, 
11th  August,  17th  August,  23rd  August,  1st  October,  29th  October,  1st  November, 
and  the  l5th  November.  There  is  a  certified  copy  of  the  report  if  you  wish  to  dis- 
pute any  of  these  statements,  just  turn  up  any  one  of  these  ?  A.  There  were  a 
number  of  meetings  at  which  I  simply  called  to  ascertain  whether  anything  import- 
ant was  coming  up  but  did  not  remain. 

Q.  There  are  20  meetings  on  which  your  name  is  put  down  on  the  first  of  the 
list?    A.  I  don't  know  anything  about  that. 

Q.  At  which  you  proposed  resolutions,  a  goodly  number  of  them?  A.  There 
are  not  20  meetings  at  which  I  proposed  any  resolutions.  I  don't  think  there  are  a 
dozen. 

Q.  Because  a  large  proportion  of  the  resolutions  the  minutes  do  not  give  the 
proposer  and  seconder  bat  simply  says  resolved,  but  a  number  of  them  do  give  pro- 
posers and  seconders  and  your  name  appears  largely.  Your  name  appears  there  as 
being  present  at  20  meetings.  If  you  wish  to  object  to  any  of  these  dates  just  turn 
them  up.  1  don't  thick  it  will  be  necessary  to  turn  them  all  up  but  just  enough  to 
confirm  these  dates  ?  A.  There  were  some  50  meetings  throughout  the  year  and  I 
am  quite  certain  that  out  of  these  60  meetings  I  did  not  sit  through  a  dozen  meetings. 

Q.  What  is  your  address  in  Toronto  ?     A.  20  King  Street  West. 

Q.  Your  residence  ?    A.  Jarvis  Street. 

Q.  Not  Charles  Street  ?    A.   No. 

Q.  We  have  a  list  of  20  meetings  at  which  Mr.  Blias  Eogers  is  present.  Now 
you  have  been  carefully  looking  after  the  statements  that  I  made  in  Toronto.  Did  you 
see  a  further  statement  made  in  the  Toronto  papers  such  as  this :  "  Mr.  Wallace  also 
said  whatever  might  be  the  truth  about  the  invoices  quoted  by  Mr.  Eogers  of  the 
3rd  and  7th  December,  he  knew  that  since  that  time  Messrs.  Keys  &  Hallet  had 
bought  coal  from  Eogers  at  $5.50  per  ton." 

Q.  I  presume  you  were  interested  in  the  election  at  that  time  ?  A.  Is  that  from 
the  News  "I 

Q.  That  is  taken  from  the  News,  yes  ?  A.  I  didn't  read  the  Nms  during  that 
time. 

Q.  You  seem  to  know  all  the  information  or  contents  of  the  News  when  you  can 
make  statements  to  contradict  statements  made  in  the  News  ?  A.  I  referred  to  state- 
ments reported  in  the  other  papers. 
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r^r.yS:,.^^^''^  T^  ^  statemeDt  that  was  damaging-  to  you  and  if  you  didn't  read  it 
CTr  f  ^''n'/"^"'!"  '^"^-  '^^^  statement  is  made  that  you  had  sold  coal  to 
?Z  .;  ^'  A  ^*  'u*  °°  *^^  ^'^  -December  for  $3.50  per  ton.  Is  that  true  ?  A.  I 
nave  no  record  of  it  here. 

^S'^Tu^  ^^  ^^^  ^°  answer  to  the  question.  Answer  that  question  :  Did  you  sell, 
on  the  7th  Deoeraber  or  the  month  of  December,  coal  to  Keys  &  flallet  for  $5.50  per 
ton  (     A.  i  have  no  knowledge  of  any  such  sale. 

Q.  Did  you  bring  your  books  aud  records  as  your  summons  orders  you  to  do  ? 
A.  JNo,  sir;  all  I  have  brought  is  here.  I  suppose  you  would  want  a  special  train 
to  bring  up  all  our  books  and  records. 

Q.  They  were  referring  to  these  transactions  ?  A.  I  simply  mentioned  that  in 
connection  with  Mr.  Bell's  statement. 

Q.  You  brought  the  matter  up.  Surely  yon  might  have  expected  to  have 
brought  records  in  connection  with  that  matter  as  it  was  referred  to  bv  yourself. 
A.  I  have.  •'  ■' 

Q,  Did  yon  look  over  the  sales  to  Messrs.  Keys  &  Hallet  after  receiving  the 
summons?    A.  No. 

Q.  You  didn't  look  over  them  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  Then  you  didn't  obey  the  summons.  You  didn't  either  look  over  the  papers 
or  bring  them  here  lor  us  to  look  over  them  ?  A.  I  have  spent  about  all  the  time 
on  it  that  I  can  spare . 

Q.  What  are  the  records  you  have  brought  here  ?  We  don't  want  to  read  them. 
What  records  have  you  brought  down  ?  A.  1  have  brought  papers  here  with  refer- 
ence to 

Q.  1  want  you  to  say  whether  that  statement  that  is  made  there  whether  Keys 
&  Hallet  have  bought  coal  from  you  at  $5.50  per  ton  is  correct  ?  A.  I  have  no 
knowledge  of  any  sales  to  Keys  &  Hallet  excepting  those  mentioned  that  I  have 
already  given . 

Q.  What  did  yen  ask  your  bookkeeper  to  do  ?  A.  To  give  me  the  oars  and 
prices  shipped  to  Keys  &  Hallet. 

Q.  All  of  them?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  him  to  give  you  all  the  sales  ?  A.  I  told  him  to  put  on  the 
back  of  that  letter  the  cars  shipped  to  Keys  &  Hallet  and  the  prices. 

Q.  Didn't  Keys  &  Hallet  buy  more  than  that  or  bay  cars  from  you  this  year? 
A.  I  don't  know  that  they  did. 

Q.  I  understood  tbat  they  have  bought  more  than  20  cars  ?  A.  It  might  be 
possible  that  they  did, 

Q.  And  there  is  only  a  record  of  five  or  did  they  buy  more  than  five  cars  from 
you  ?    A.I  could  not  say. 

Q.  You  don't  know  the  amount  during  last  year  ?    A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  You  don't  know  ?     A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  You  don't  know  how  many  cars  they  bought  from  you?    A.  No. 

Q.  You  have  no  knowledge  of  it?  A.  I  haven't  looked  at  their  account  special- 
ly. That  memorandum  was  put  on  the  back  at  the  time  of  the  election,  immediate- 
ly after  the  letter  was  received,  and  it  has  reference  to  the  cars  shipped  between 
these  dates,  the  car  that  was  shipped  to  you  the  time  of  the  election. 

Q.  This  is  the  date  of  the  cars  shipped,  but  these  aie  not  all  the  cars  shipped  to 
them«  Did  you  ask  your  bookkeeper  to  make  out  a  list  of  all  the  transactions  with 
Keys  &  Hallet?     A.  No ;  i  cannot  remember  it  quite  clearly  jast  what  I  told  him. 

Q.  When  did  you  get  this  ?  A.  I  think  that  was  put  on  at  the  time  of  the  elec- 
tion. 

Q.  This  was  put  on  that  letter  at  the  time  of  the  election  ?     A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Since  you  got  your  summons  ?  A.  No.  I  handed  the  letter  to  the  shipping 
clerk  and  told  him  to  put  on  the  cars  shipped  to  Keys  &  Hallet.  I  may  have  said 
that  the  time  referred  to  was  when  that  car  was  shipped. 

Q.  Keys  &  Hallet  sold  us  a  car  at  $5.  That  is  all  the  money  they  asked  for, 
And  they  said  they  cleared  only  15  cents  per  ton,  which  would  make  the  purchase 
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from  you  at  $i.85,  but  still  yoa  swear  they  paid  jou  $5  for  thai?    A.  These  are  the- 
prices  paid  by  Keys  &  Hailet  for  these  cars. 

Q,  And  yoQ  have  no  knowledge  about  the  cars  that  were  sold  to  Keys  &  Hallet 
during  the  month  of  December  after  that  ?  A.  No  ;  I  do  not  know  that  there  were 
any  shipped  to  them  during  the  month  of  December.  I  think  they  had  some  ia 
January. 

Q.  Well,  suppose  that  we  prove  that  there  were  cars  sold,  and  sold  at  $5,50, 
what  would  you  say  to  that  ?     A.  I  suppose  it  might  be  possible. 

Q.  It  might  be  possible  ?    A.  It  might  be  possible. 

Q.  Tou   came   down   here   after  that ?     A.  There  might  be   some  special 

reason.     We   sometimes   have  customers  to  whom  we  allow   special  reduction  on 
account  of  some  special  reason. 

Q.  You  would  not  be  surprised  to  hear  then  that  they  had  bought  coal  from  yon 
at  85.50  during  the  same  month  of  December  that  they  quoted  certain  cars  having 
been  sold  at  ga  ?  A.  In  the  latter  part  of  December  the  difiiculty  which  had  existed 
during  the  previous  three  months  was  to  soma  extent  removed  in  regard  to  the  rait 
shipments.  Daring  the  months  of  September,  October  and  November  and  the  early 
part  of  December,  some  of  the  United  States'  roads  were  not  allowing  their  cars  t» 
come  to  Toronto  at  all,  and  there  was  very  little  coal  coming  to  Toronto  by  rail 
during  these  months.  In  December  sometime,  I  don't  remember  the  date,  those 
restrictions  were  removed  and  coal  began  to  come  in  again,  and  consequently  the 
prices  would  be  easier. 

Q.  But  Mr.  Bell,  you  say,  purchased  some  from  you  in  that  same  month  of  De- 
cember, and  you  charged  him  $6  ?  A.  16  per  ton.  At  the  same  prices  we  were 
charging  oiher  dealers  at  that  time. 

Q.  You  were  loading  on  oars  for  Keys  &  Hallet  ?  A.  I  could  not  say  whether 
it  was  loaded  on  the  cars  or  through  cars. 

Q.  Tou  didn't  load  it  on  the  cars  in  your  yard,  of  course  William  Boll  took  it 
from  your  yard  ?  A.  I  think  the  cars  to  Keys  &  Hallet  were  through  cars.  Of 
course  we  always  ship  through  cars  if  we  can  obtain  them,  though  if  we  could  not 
we  always  took  care  of  our  customers. 

Q.  What  is  the  capacity  of  the  through  cars?  A.  They  would  be  from  12  to 
25  tons. 

Q.  Varying  very  much  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  If  it  were  a  car  marked  O.P.E.  on  it,  that  would  be  loaded  at  Toronto,  would 
it  ?     A.  I  think  they  have  some  15-ton  cars. 

Q.  KtheC.P.K  car  had  the  name  C.P.E.,  showing  that  it  belonged  to  the 
C.P.R.,  what  would  that  mean  ?  A.  It  would  probably  mean  that  they  were  loaded 
at  Toronto.  It  might  possibly  be  a  through  car,  but  very  likely  it  would  bo  loaded 
at  Toronto. 

Q.  How  would  it  be  a  through  oar,  how  could  it  be  a  through  car,  if  it  were 
C.P.E.  ?  Do  O.P.E.  cars  go  down  there  empty  and  load  up  there  sometimes  ?  A. 
Some  of  their  cars  go  to  the  mines.  I  think  tbey  supply  a  number  of  cars  that  run 
into  the  Ohio  coal  district. 

Q.  If  it  had  the  C.P.E.  name  on  it,  it  would  probably  be  loaded  at  your  place  in 
Toronto  ?     A.  It  is  more  than  likely  it  would. 

Q._I)o  you  know  the  number  of  tons  that  were  on  that  car  No.  4518?  A.  Not 
unless  it  is  given  there  (witness  looked  at  paper  J  ;  no. 

Q.  Tou  don't  know  the  number  of  tons ?  Tou  have  no  means  of  identifying  it? 
Do  you  say  there  were  no  cars  sold  to  Keys  &  Hallet  before  Aug.  25th.  ?  A.I  don'4 
say  that.    There  may  have  been, 

Q.  You  don't  know  of  any  transaction.  Tou  didn't  hunt  it  up  after  vou  eot  the 
summons  ?    A.  No  ;  I  didn't  look.  ^ 

Q.  Tou  didn't  look  for  any  facts  at  all  ?  A.  No  ;  I  had  the  facts  all  ready,  so  far 
as  my  statement  was  concerned. 

Q.  I  think  we  are  entitled  to  have  the  full  particulars.  Mr.  Eoeers  came  down 
the  last  time  and  was  heard  and  gave  it  as  a  reason  and  a  plausable  reason,  too,  that  h© 
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hadn't  an  opportunity  of  gettiner  his  papers  because  he  was  hummoned  while  ho  was 
in  Ottawa  on  other  business.  Now,  he  has  had  a  fair  notice  and  received  a  summons 
to  bring  down  books  and  papers,  and  we  find  that  his  memory  is  as  defective  as  it 
was  and  he  has  not  the  papers  by  which  we  can  prove  these  things  or  have  them  dis- 
proved. I  don't  think  that  is  veiy  satisfactory  to  the  Committee  myself.  It  is  not 
satisfactory  to  me  I  know  ?     A.  'i'Phat  would  you  like  to  know  ? 

Q.  I  would  like  to  know  the  transaction  with  Keys  &  Hallet  which  you  have 
brought  up  in  your  letter  and  you  should  bo  able  to  give  us  information  about  this? 
A.  Keys  &  Hallet  received  their  coal  at  the  same  price  we  were  charging  other 
dealers  unless  in  some  special  oa^'0  there  was  special  reason  why  their  prices  should 
vary  and  that  price  would  be  from  $5  to  $6,  according  to  the  time  they  got  it 
and  the  condition  of  the  markets. 

Q.  Or  less  than  $:>.  Did  they  buy  any  coal  for  lets  ?  A.  The  egg  coal,  all  that 
they  got  early  in  the  season  wan  S4.'75. 

Q.  Was  the  car  that  cost  them  $4.75  that  which  Iboy  sold  to  us?  A.  I  think 
the  car  you  got,  from  the  date  bore,  would  be,  without  a  doubt,  No.  4518  car. 

Q.  There  are  a  number  of  contracts  let  in  Toronto.  Do  you  know  of  anything 
in  188H  of  the  Hospital  contract  being  let?  A.  I  know  that  the  Hospital  bought 
their  coal  in  1886  and  1887. 

Q.  Who  got  it  in  1886  ?     A.  Bailey  &  Co. 

Q.  For  how  much  a  ton  ?     A.  25  cents  under  the  general  price. 

Q.  What  were  the  prices  Mr  Bailey  got  ?  A.  I  think  they  were  25  cents  under 
the  general  prices. 

Q.  These  were  the  prices,  were  they  not  (pointing  to  the  minutes)  ?  A.  I  do 
not  know  anything  about  the  minutes. 

Q.  You  were  a  member  ol  the  association  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Thatcontiact  was  auctioned  off?  A.  It  was  handled  in  the  way  these  con- 
tracts were  handled. 

Q.  Answer  my  question  :     Was   it   sold   by   auction   among  the  members  ?    A. 

Tou  can  call  it  that,  if  you  like. 

Q.  What  do  you  call  it  ?     A   I  call  it  pooling. 

Q.  We  will  use  that  term  then.     This  contract  was  pooled?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  Mr.  Bailey  was  the  pooler  or  the  pooled,  which  ?  A.  He  was  the  party 
"who  was  to  fill  the  coo  tract. 

Q.  Did  he  get  the  pool,  or  was  he  to  pay  out  the  pool  ?  A.  He  was  the  party 
■who  paid  into  the  pool  the  amount  that  was  paid  out. 

Q.  How  much?     A.  I  can  cot  say. 

Q.  Look  at  your  minutes?     A.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  the  mrnutes. 

Q,  These  are  ce- tified  copies  ?  A.  The  minutes  here  say  $900.  I  would  like  to 
explain  to  the  C(9mtr>iltee  about  this  contract. 

Q.  If  you  will  answer  my  question  shortly,  it  will  give  the  other  gentlemen  who 
have  questions  to  ask  an  opportunity,  and  we  will  save  time.  If  you  wish  to  ex- 
plain I  insist  that  you  will  give  a  straight  answer?  A.  There  are  specral  reasons 
"why  that  should  be  explained.  ,        .  , 

Q.  There  was  another  contract,  the  Parkdale  Waterworks ;  do  you  know  any- 
thing about  that  ?     A.  1  do  not  know  anything  special  about  that. 

Q.  Eefresh  y,.urself  by  looking  at  the  minutes  ?  A.  The  mrnutes  record  the 
transaction  that  was  supposed  to  have  occurred  on  the  21st  of  June.  Thrs  contract 
■was  awarded  to  the  Conger  Coal  Company,  for  $380.  % 

Q.  And  the  prices  ?     A.  $5  70  and  $5.9J. 

Q.  What  was  the  $5.70  for  ?     A,  Egg. 

Q  There  weresome  other  contracts  lot  on  the  29th of  June.  Wrll  yoa  tell  us  what 
contracts  were  let  then  ?     A.  Knox  College  and  the  House  of  Industry. 

Q.  The  House  of  Industry  contract   was  awarded  to  whom  (-    A.  ine  t/onger 

Coal  Company.  ,  ,.       „  •     . 

Q.  For  how  much  ?     A.  $296.     I  am  simply  readrng  these  minutes. 
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Q.  These  are  certified  copies  of  your  minutes  ?  A.  Well,  I  cannot  swear  trom- 
ray  own  knowledge. 

Q.  You  have  sworn  to  things  you  got  letters  for.  Theae  are  certified  reports  of" 
your  proceedings.  How  many  tons  were  supplied  to  the  House  of  Industry  ?  A. 
545  tons  apparently. 

Q.  Knox  College,  to  whom  was  that  awarded  ?     A,  C.  J.  Smith, 

Q.  Por  how  much?    A.  $195. 

Q.  How  many  tons  in  that  ?     A.   217  tons  of  coal,  and  21  cords  of  wood. 

Q.  For  which  they  gave  how  much  ?    A.  $195. 

Q.  Are  there  any  other  contracts  that  you  know  of?  A.  (Eeading  from  the 
minutes)  "  Eesolved  that  the  prices  of  the  Government  contract  be  25  cents  less  per 
ton  than  the  retail  prices  of  anthracite  coal." 

Q.  To  whom  was  it  awarded  ?     A.  Elias  Eogers  &  Cj. 

Q.  For  how  much  ?     A.   81,500. 

Q.  Ih  that  correct?     A.  1  believe  it  is. 

Q.  What  quantity  was  there  ?  Was  this  the  Local  Goveramout  or  the  Dominion  T 
A.  I  cannot  say.     I  think  it  is  the  Local  Government. 

Q.  What  inetitutiona  did  yoQ  supply  them  to?  A.  I  think  they  went  to  th& 
Governmerit  Baildings,  the  Government  House,  and  the  Normal  School.  There  are 
quite  a  number  of  institutions. 

Q.  That  would  be  the  Local  Government  then  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  many  tons  did  you  supply  for  them?  A.  1  thitk  about  2,500  or  3,G0() 
tons. 

Q.  Could  you  give  us  a  little  more  definite  information  than  that?  How  many 
tons  were  there  that  you  supplied  ?     A.  That  is  my  recollection. 

Q.  Do  the  minutes  give  any  record  of  it?     A.  I  do  not  think  that  they  do. 
By  Mr.  Gillmor  : 

Q.  For  that  contract  you  paid  how  much?     A.  81,500.     Before   leaving  this  I 

wish  to  explain  in  regard  to  all  this. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  How  did  you  get  that  contract?  What  was  the  modus  operandi?  A.  We- 
offered  to  pay  more  into  the  pool,  which  has  to  be  divided. 

Q.  Did  you  put  it  up  at  auction,  or  was  it  by  sealed  tenders?  A.  It  is  open, 
Each  one  offers  so  much. 

Q.  Who  afkrt  for  the  offers  ?     A.  The  secretary. 

Q.  He  puts  it  up  and  says:  "  Now  ;  how  much  ?"     A.   Each  one  is   asked  what 
they  are  willing  to    put  into   the   pool  for  the  privilege    of  tilling   this  contract. 
It  was  understood,  of  course,  that  they  were  to  have  their  share  back. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  Do  they  make  more  than  one  offer  ?  A.  Yes  ;  as  many  as  they  like.  They 
can  goon  all  day.  j  j 

By  the  Chairman  ; 

Q.  Yours  was  the  highest  offer  made  ?  A.  Yes, 
_  Q.  How  did  it  lead  up  to  $1,500?  A.  If  you  will  allow  me  to  explain,  I  will  do 
80  m  regard  to  all  these.  The  hospital  contract  and  this  contract,  and  ooe  or  two 
others,  there  was  a  good  deal  of  feeling  about.  In  regard  to  the  hospital  contract, 
we  can  fill  it  cheaper  than  any  one  else.  We  have  better  facilities  and  are  nearer. 
We  had  supplied  the  coal  before,  and  we  wanted  to  supply  it  aeain,  as  we  knew  w& 
could  do  it  cheaper  than  any  one  else. 

Q?  How  ?    A.  We  bad  better  facilities  and  less  cartage. 

Q.  Is  there  no  coal  company  as  near  to  the  hospital  as  yours  ?  A.  No  :  no  large 
company.  ■'  i  e 

Q  How  much  nearer  is  yours  ?  A.  Nearly  half  a  mile.  Perhaps  not  so  far, 
but  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  Ba.iey  &  Co.,  although  I  did  not  know  it  at 
the  time  we  were  bidding,  were  determined  to  have  the  contract,  as  during  the  year 
they  had  supplied  it,  a  year  or  two  ago. 


COAL. 


27» 


Q.  Which  contract  are  you  referring  to  ?  A.  The  hospital.  There  had  been 
something  wrong,  and  the  hospital  people  were  dissatisfied,  and  would  not  have  given 
Bailey  another  contract  unless  there  was  considerable  difference  in  the  price.  For 
that  reason,  Bailey  &  Co.  were  determined  to  have  it,  no  matter  what  the  price  was; 
but,  knowing  our  position,  that  we  were  better  able  to  fill  it,  we  ran  the  price  up. 
They,  in  retaliation,  ran  the  price  up  in  their  own  defence.  The  price  was  fixed 
for  all  these  institutions  on  the  basis  of  the  cost  of  coal,  the  freight  and  handling, 
and  the  item  of  general  expen-es  included,  such  as  office  and  yard  expenses,  and  a 
margin  of  profit.  In  no  case  to  my  knowledge  was  there  a  price  fixed  for  one  of 
these  institutions  where  there  was  a  clear  margin  of  profit  of  over  25  cents  a  ton. 

Q.  You  fixed  the  prices  for  the  Government  contract  at  how  much?  A.  Twenty- 
five  cents  lees  than  retail  prices.     That  would  be  85.50  and  $5.75. 
Q.  Were  you  satisfied  with  that  ?     A.  It  was  a  fair  price. 

Q.  You  were  quite  satisfied  with  that?  A.  I  was  satisfied  to  fill  the  contract 
M  that  price, 

Q.  Look  and  see  what  motion  you  made  afterwards.  Eead  it  out,  please.  Thia 
was  on  the  16th  July.  Did  you  make  a  motion  that  the  prices  be  raised  higher  for 
that  contract?  A.  I  do  not  think  so.  Possibly,  I  might  have  moved  for  the 
advanced  price  for  delivery  after  a  certain  date,  but  not  for  immediate  delivery. 

Q.  YoQ  paid  81,500  for  the  contract.     For  how  many  tons?     A.  I  think  2,500 

or  3,000  tons.    It  must  be  borne  in  mind 

Q.  Wait  a  moment.  That  would  be  60  cents  a  ton  that  you  paid  into  the  pool. 
Then,  it  you  paid  60  cents  to  your  brother  dealers  for  the  privilege  of  Retting  that 
contract,   you  must  have  made  that  60  cents  out  of  the  contract  ?     A.   I   explained 

when  I  was  here  before 

Q.  Your  answers  are  not  explanations.  We  have  those.  Now  answer  the 
question  :  For  the  2,500  tons  contract  you  paid  a  bonus  oat  to  the  others— or  into 
the  pool,  rather— of  60  cents  a  ton?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Tou  must  have  made  that  on  the  price  of  the  coal?     A.  No. 
Q    No  ?    You  must  have  thought  that  there  was  a  margin  to   pay  that  oat,  or 
you  would  not  have  paid  it.     How  do  you  make   out  that  yoa   only  charged   them 
25  cents  more  profit  ?     A.   There  is  no  doubt  that  in  some  of  these  cases  we  did  not 
get  value  for  our  money. 

Q.  That  docs  not  touch  the  point.  Yon  say  you  paid  60  cents  a  ton  to  get  that 
contract ;  not  to  the  Government,  but  to  other  individuals.  You  got  your  share 
back?    A.  Yes;  and  in  this  case  it  would  be  20  cents  per  ton. 

Q.  But  in  the  case  of  other  smaller  dealers  it  would  be  only  5  cents?    A.  Yes;he 

could  not  compete.  .„..,.  ,  .      ^ 

Q    You  paid  60  cents  a  ton  to  get  that  contract;  we  will  satisfy  ourselves  about 

the  profit.  You  made  25  cents  profit  after  paying  this  60  cents  ?     A.  No ;  I  know  of 

no  contract  put  up  in  this  way  in  which  there  was  a  clear  margin  of  25  cts.  over  aU 

expenses^^^  have  gone  over  all  that  before  ?  A.  I  want  that  distinctly  understood. 
If  you  will  give  me  a  chance,  I  will  explain  all  that.  -,.      ^ 

0  You  are  good  at  explaining  theories,  but  not  at  answering  direct  questions. 
Yon  got  this  Government  contract,  and  paid  81,500  for  it.  Was  there  any  other 
contrlct  that  you  know  of  in  that  year  ?  But  before  we  go  on,  was  there  any  ar- 
rangement made  how  other  tenderers  were  to  do  ?  You  were  to  put  that  inl.o  the 
Ontario  Government  as  the  lowest  tender  ;  what  were  the  others  to  do  I  A.  it  was 
understood  that  they  would  not  tender  as  low,  but  at  higher  rates 

Q.  Was  there  anything  more  than  an  understanding  ?    A.  That  was  the  agree- 

"^''q.  It  was  an   agreement.    It   was  more  than   an   understanding.     Read  that 
resolution?     "  Eesolved,  that  Elias   Eogers  &  Co..  being  the  successful  bidders, 
all  others  tender  for  25  cents  a  ton  higher  on  coal,  and  25  cents  per  cord  on  wood. 
That  appears  to  be  the  resolution  passed. 
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Q  All  tho  others  were  to  tender  25  cents  higher  on  the  coal  and  25  cents  higher 
on  wood,  and  it  was  done  so  as  to  make  the  Ontario  Government  believe  that  the 
tecders  were  bona  fide  ?  A.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  there  was  any  understanding  of 
that  kind. 

Q.  Why  did  they  ask  for  tenders —why  did  they  go  to  the  expense  of  asking 
for  tenderw  ?     A.I  suppose  it  is  their  own  business. 

Q.  Do  you  thick  they  knew  or  that  anybody  knew  that  you  gave  $1,500  for 
get. in£t  that  contract?  A.  I  do  not  think  they  did,  but  they  knew  that  the  price 
"was  fixed. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  specially  done  about  secrecy  being  observed  ?  A.  There 
was  nothing  special  about  that.  I  was  surprised  when  I  saw  in  evidence  that  there 
was  to  be  something  secret.     It  was   passed  at  no  meeting  when  I  was  present. 

Q.  Would  jou  please  turn  to  page  eleven  of  the  minutes?  A.  I  want  to  make 
an  esplr.nation. 

Q  You  have  made  a  statement  in  regard  to  these  contracts  ?  A.  I  made  part  of 
it.  Tne  Goverument  contract,  I  thick  the  price  then  was  $5.50  for  egg  and  grate. 
The  price  is  not  given  here.  It  says  25  cents  under  the  retail  price  and  I  believe 
that  was  the  retail  price  at  that  time. 

Q  But  wiih  regard  to  the  distribution  of  the  money  there  on  page  eleven.  How 
■was  ilie  money  to  be  distribated  ?  A.  The  money  was  to  be  distributed  among  the 
importers  on  ihe  basis  of  the  custom  house  returns. 

Q  Did  tho  letuil  dealers  not  get  any  of  this  at  all  ?  A.  One-sixth  of  this  went 
to  tho  exchange,  and  the  balance  was  divided  up  amongst  the  importeis. 

Q.  O-Hi^-sixth  went  to  the  exchange.  What  was  done  with  the  money  that  went 
to  the  exchange  ?  A.  It  went  towards  paying  expenses.  The  insurance  of  the 
members  was  paid  pometimos  as  long  as  the  money  lasted. 

Q,.  And  what  else?     A.  The  expenses  of  the  association. 

Q.  And  what  else  ?     A.  I  do  not  know  of  anything  more. 

(,1.  Wa.s  there  any  mm  for  calls  of  the  Board  of  Trade  besides  the  insurance 
calls  V     A.  Not  that  1  know  of. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  of  any  calls  ?  Was  there  not  calls  for  membership  fee  ? 
A.  N',  not  that  I  know  of.     That  is  paid  by  the  individual. 

Q.  There  are  references  here  to  the  calls  of  members   being  paid  up  by  the  coal 
exchange.     Have  you  any  such  arrangement  ? 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  You  say  you  took  the  amount  of  each  member's  b  usiness  from  the  Custom 
house  returns  ?     A.  Yes. 

(i.  Why  cot  take  it  from  their  own  invoices  ?  A,  Well,  the  Custom  house 
returns  are  impartial  and  correct  returns,  and  satisfactory  to  all  parties. 

Q.  You  get  invoices  ?    A.   Yes. 

Q,  Can  you  state  whether  there  has  been  any  rebate  or  not  in  any  case  for  the 
last  two  year.-i  ?     A.  No ;  as  a  rule  they  have  been  straight  prices. 

Q  There  are  rebates  in  some  cases?  A.  Yes.  I  said  before  that  the  prices 
fixed  by  the  Western  Anthracite  Committee  are  not  always  strictly  adhered  t«,  and 
I  stated  hero  th3t  sometimes  advances  were  made  on  those  prices  as  well  as  reduc- 
tions allowed.  That  was  the  case  in  September,  October  and  November  of  last  year. 
There  was  a-t  high  as  $1  a  ton  premium  paid  for  coal  going  to  Chicago  and  the  west. 

Q.  Were  rebates  made  last  year?  A.  There  is  no  such  a  thing  as  any  general 
rule  with  iega;d  to  rebates.     It  is  a  matter  of  private  arrangement. 

Q.  Still  you  have  made  private  avrangements  ?  A.  No  ;  the  only  arrangement 
we  make  is  at  the  fixed  price.  Some  dealer  might  put  it  as  eo  much  off  association 
prices  or  he  might  put  it  at  a  specific  sum. 

Q.  Well,  the  rebate-would  be  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  I  suppose.     A.  That 
depends  on  circumstances.    It  does  not  follow  at  all. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth) : 

_Q.  Do  ihey  sell  10,000  tons  at  the  same  rate  as  2,500  tons?  A,  Sometimes  they 
sell  it  at  le=B  price. 
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By  Mr.  Guillet  : 
Q.  10,000  tons  would  be  less  for  what  reason?     A.  Sometimes  a  jobber  woiilii 
not  undertake  an  order  for  2,500  tons  when  he  would  take  it  for  10,000  tons. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  get  a  rebate   of  50  cents  a  ton  ?     A.  I  do  not  know  what  yoit 
mean  by  a  rebate. 

Q.  A  reduction  from  the  quotation  by  circular  ?     A.  I  do  not  remember.     It  is 
quite  possible  that  there  may  have  beea  sometime  in  the  past. 

Q.  Does  your  invoice  give  the  straight  price?     A.  As  a  rule  there  would  bo  no 
rebate,  but  in  some  cases  where  there  was  BOmething  wrong  with  the  coal,  excessiva 
screening  or  so,  there  might  be  an  allowance  made. 
By  the  Ghairman  : 
Q.  An  allowance,  a  trade  discount  ?    A.  No,  there  is  no  discount. 

By  Mr.  Guillet  : 
Q.  Although  the  invoice  might  show  the  circular  price,  would  there  not  bo  a 
rebate  gianted  sometime  by  private  arrangement  that  would   not   appear  on   the 
invoice  ?     A.  Well,  I  do  not  know  what  is  the  understanding  about  it.     It  is  possible^ 
that  it  might  be. 

Q.  In  your  case  ?  A.  No ;  I  do  not  think  so.  I  think  as  a  rule  the  parties  wbO' 
ship  send  you  your  invoices  at  the  straight  prii:e. 

Q.  And  you  do  not  get  any  rebate  ?     A,  Not  unless  there  is  some  special  reason^ 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  Give  your  own  experience  ?     A.  That  is  what  I  am  saying. 

By  Mr.  Guillet : 
Q.  You  have  stated  that  that  is  sometimes  done,  but  in  some  cases  would  aot 
the  quantity  being  ordered    have  something  to  do  with   it  ?     A,  This  is  a  matter  of 
special  arrangement  ? 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Give  us  your  special   arrangement?     A.  There  would  be  no   arrangem.6nt  as 
to  special  discouut.  If  the  price  was  fixed  it  would  be  a  straight  price. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 
Q.  Bui  it  fcome  buch   arrangement  was  made  by  which  if  it  was  shown  that  yott 
bought  a  large  amount  at  the  end  of  the  season,  say  100,000  tons  ?  A.  I  do  not  think  so. 
Q.   Did  you  get  two  invoices  ?     A.  Yes  ;  in  most  cases. 

Q.  Do  yon  deposit  it  in  the  Custom  house  in  Torocto?  A.  Not  in  most  cases.  I  couM 
not  just  say,  but  I  do  not  think  we  do  in  anthracite  coal.  We  do  in  bituminous  co:il. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  But  how  do  the  Custom  house  have  a  record  of  that,  to  show  what  the  daty 
was  say  in  18i6  ?  A.  Well,  it  does  not  make  any  difference  to  them  as  to  the  prtoe 
ofthecoal,  as  it  is  a  specific  duty.  It  has  been  the  custom  in  Toronto  to  put  the 
coal  at  one  price  without  reference  to  invoices  or  aoything  else. 

Q.  Bat  you  do  rot  put  your  invoices  in?     A.  I  do  not  think  so. 

By  Mr.  Gudlet ;  ,  ,    , 

Q.  Tou  said  invoices  were  put  in  ?  A.  Yes  ;  the  invoices  of  bituminous  coal,  bat 
I  do  not  think  the  invoices  of  anthracite  coal  are  put  in.  There  is  a  statement  put 
into  the  Custom  house. 

By  the  Chairman ; 
Q.  Is  ihat  statement  not  sworn  to  ?     A.  Yes  ;  I  think  it  is. 
Q.  Have  you  fcworn  to  the  same  price  all  the  year  round  ?     A.  I  was  surprieea 
some  time  ago  —  .  j.     j-    r 

Q.  Give  us  your  own  experience?  A.  I  was  surprised  some  time  ago  to  Hod 
that  the  prices  had  been  reported  to  the  Customs  as  one  throughout  the  year  aadi 
-when  I  enquired  about  it  the  Custom  house  people  said  it  did  not  make  any  dittei- 
ence  as  it  was  a  specific  duty.  -41,1, 

Q.  You  would  be  surprised  to  learn  that  the  prices  have  not  been  given  througU- 
out  the  year,  would  you  not  ?  A.  I  think,  so  far  as  ours  is  concerned  and  som«  ot 
the  other  dealers,  I  think  that  the  Custom  house  clerks  put  the  prices  in  at  one 
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•figure.    That  is  as  regai  ds  last  year.     I  think  it  was  some  six  or  nine  months  ago 

that  I 

By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  What  object  ■would  he  bavo  in  not  taking  these  invoices  ?  The  law  requires 
tieinvoicts  to  bo  filed?  A.  It  has  not  been  so  in  our  case  that  I  know  of  with 
anthracite  coal. 

Q.  What  object  would  there  be  in  duplicate  invoices?  A.  It  would  be  an 
imnieDse  ainount  of  work  and  useless  paper  for  the  Custom  people  to  handle. 

Q.  But  the  anthracite  coal  that  is  sent  in,  I  mean  the  screenings ?    A.  The 

screening  is  ad  valorem  duty  and  of  course  it  is  necessary  to  have  the  price  in  that 
case  but  in  bituminous  coal  it  is  a  specific  duty  for  the  lump  size. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  Then  you  really  do  not  know  about  that  part  of  the  business?  A.  It  is 
simply  a  matter  of  detail  that  I  do  not  go  into  personally. 

Q.  It  is  a  matter  which  the  clerks  attend  to?     A,  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  Would  you  be  surprised  to  learn  that  the  Custom  house  Collector",  in  Toronto 
makes  the  statement  that  you  get  no  invoices  ?  A.  I  do  not  think  thai  is  so.  That 
startement  was  never  made  by  us. 

Q,  Would  you  be  surprised  to  learn  that  they  are  not  filed  ?  A.  I  do  not  think 
Ihey  are. 

Q.   You  stated  in  the  first  instance  that  they  were?     A.  I  spoke  from  memory. 

Q.  Tt.e  Collector  of  Customs  in  Toronto  writes  on  the  part  of  the  Customs  to  say 
■that  he  has  no  coal  invoices  and  that  he  has  been  informed  that  the  importers  stated 
that  they  get  no  invoices.  At  other  ports,  Montreal,  Kingston,  Hamilton  and  other 
places  the  importers  filed  their  invoices,  but  I  suppose  the  declaration  is  made  that 
t,hey  get  no  invoices  ?     A.  There  is  no  such  declaration  asked. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  the  object  was  to  keep  from   the  public  the   knowledge  of 
Ihe  prices  at  which  you  imported?     A.  1  do  not  know  I   am  sure.     I  do  not  think 
we  would  like  eveiy  body  to  know  at  what  pi  ices  we  purchase  coal. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.   Do  you  pay  the  duty  on  the  gross  or  net  ton  ?     A.   On  the  net  ton. 

Q-  The  Custom  house  report  in  Toronto  shows  that  the  sworn  price  of  anthra- 
cite coal  for  1886  was  81.85.  That  is  at  the  American  port,  the  average  for  the 
whole  season  for  the  lour  quarters  of  the  year,  March.  June,  September  and  Decem- 
ber. The  average  price  for  1887  was  $4  61,  making  24  cents  less  that  yearthanit 
TTas  the  year  before.  Then  there  was  50  cents  saved  in  duly,  uot  all  the  year. 
That  on^'ht  to  make  a  difforence  in  the  price  of  coal  of  74  cents?  A.  I  can  give 
joa  the  facts  with  regard  to  that.  So  far  as  the  statement  is  concerned  1  do  not 
Ihink  there  is  anything  reliable  at  all. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  tell  us  that  they  had  been  swearing  falsely  all  the  year?  A.  I 
did  not  swear  to  it. 

By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  I  presume  your  object  was  to  keep  the  public  from  knowing  the  price  you 
paid  tor  the  coal.  It  is  likely  that  you  would  give  them  lower  rates  ?  A.  They 
jsttight  start  at  the  opening  ol  the  season  and  remain  the  same  during  the  rest  of  the 
year. 

Q    But  they  vary  in  different  quarters  ?     A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  1  think  we  might   assume   that  these  statements   are  all  higher  not  lower? 
A.  I  find  from  investigation  that  the  Custom  house  returns  are  not  correct  at  all. 
By  the  Chwrvian  : 

Q.  Since  then  I  suppose  you  do  swear  correctly  ?  A.  I  told  my  Custom  house 
clerk  that  he  must  see  to  it,  that  it  must  be  put  in  correctly.  That  was  9  months  or 
a  year  ago. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  Tben  are  all  kinds  and  classes  of  anthracite  entered  at  the  Customs  ? 

The  Chaibman — Yes. 
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Q.  Could  Mr.  Rogers  give  us  the  actual  figures  from  month  to  month  in  1886 
and  1887  at  the  American  ports  ?  A;  1  will  give  you  the  prices  for  stove  and  nut 
fiizes  only  at  the  American  ports  per  net  ton.  The  opening  price  in  18H6,  that  is  the 
price  that  was  made  in  April  for  April.  May,  June  and  July,  $3.44  per  ton,  at 
Oswego,  Pairhaven,  Charlotte  and  Sodus  Point,  In  1887  the  price  was  63  79  per  net 
ton  for  the  same  dates. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  Any  discount  off  that?  A.  In  some  cases  I  say  these  prices  were  not  strictly 
adhered  to.  j  t-  j 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  price  did  you  pay  ?     A.  I  could  not  tell  yoa. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q,  These  are  circular  prices  ?  A.  These  are  the  prices  fixed  by  the  Western 
Anthracite  Joint  Association.  I  can  say  this  that  I  think  there  was  more  variation 
from  the  circular  also  in  1886  than  there  was  in  1887. 

Q.  Let  us  have   the  rest  of  the  quotatiors  now  for  the  balance  of  these  two 
years?    A.  In  August,  1886,  the  price  was  $3.57  ;  in  August,  1887,  it  was  $4,02. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  Tou  take  these  prices  from  your  own  invoices  or  circular  ?  A.  These  were 
circular. 

Q.  You  could  ascertain  by  looking  at  your  invoices  what  you  actually  paid » 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  Finish  the  invoices  first?     A.  September,  1886,  $3.79  ;  October,  1886,  $4.02. 
That  was  the  price  for  the  remainder  of  the  season,  October  to  December  Slst. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Now  1887?     A.  I  should  mention   that   in    1886  coal  was   sold   for   future 
delivery,  while  in  1887  it  was  not  to  any  appreciable  extent  at  all. 
By  Mr.  Bain  {Wentworth)  : 

Q.  Then  the  September  prices  for  1887 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  In  1887  coal  wasn't  sold  for  future  delivery  ?  A.  No,  sir  ;  not  at  wholesale^ 
but  at  retail  it  was  sold  throughout  the  year. 

Q.  Not  throughout  the  year  ?    A.   Yes,  throughout  the  year. 

Q.  You  didn't  offer  it  throughout  the  year  ?     A,  Yes ;  we  did. 

Q.  Go  on  ;  we  will  argue  that  again?  A.  September,  1887,  was  the  same  as 
August,  $4.02  ;  October,  $4.21;  November,  $4.51.  December  was  the  same  price,  $4.51. 
There  was  very  little  coal  shipped  in  December. 

Q.  You  got  it  by  rail  or  from  Suspension  Bridge  ?     A.   Yes. 

Q.  Was  it  the  same  price  at  Suspension  Bridge  as  you  quote  here?     A.  No. 

Q.  What  was  it  ?  A.  It  was  $5.30  at  Suspension  Bridge,  gross  ton.  That  would 
be  $4,73  net  ton.  It  could  not  be  bought  at  that  price  in  September,  October  or 
November.     I  would  like  to  give  you  the  prices  in  New  York  for  these  two  years. 

Q.  Never  mind  we  have  as  many  as  we  can  digest  just  now  ?  A.  These  other 
prices  show  that  there  was  nothing  special  about  this. 

Q.  These  were  the  prices  on  their  circular.  I  want  to  know  what  price  yoa 
paid  ?    A.  We  bought  it  at  diflerent  prices. 

Q,  Well,  now,  I  submit  that  this  is  trifling  with  the  Committee  ?  A.  I  have  no 
memorandum  with  me  of  the  prices  we  paid.  I  know  we  paid  different  prices 
throughout  the  year,  different  prices  from  different  companies. 

Q,  These  were  circular  prices.    A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  didn't  pay  the  circular  prices  ?  A.  In  some  cases  we  did  and  in  some 
cases  we  paid  more  than  the  circular  prices. 

Q.  And  in  seme  other  cases  ?    A.  And  in  some  other  cases  we  paid  less. 

Q.  Mr,  Hargraft  swore  here  that  25  cents  per  ton  on  his  smaller  purchases  was 
allowed  off  the  price  list  all  through  the  season?  A.  What  time  was  the  coal 
ebipped  ? 

Q.  All  through  the  season  I  understood  ?     A.  He  got  his  coal  in  May  and  June* 
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Mr.  GriLLET, — They  gave  him  rebates  in  various  years.  He  was  conducting 
tusiccES  for  his  father. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  He  swore  that  in  these  months,  May,  June  and  July,  he  got  a  rebate  of  25 
cents  a  ton.  Did  you  get  io  these  months  25  cents  per  ton  rebate  ?  A.  I  daresay 
we  got  that  much.     We  got  very  little  coal  in  those  months. 

Q.  Did  you  get  a  rebate  of  more  than  25  cents  per  ton  ?  A,  I  don't  think  we 
did. 

Q.  What  was  the  rebate  you  got.  Let  us  see  what  was  the  rebate  you  got? 
A.  We  don't  make  any  arrangement  about  rebates.     Our  prices  are   specific  prices. 

Q.  What  were  the  specific  prices  that  yon  paid?  A.  I  cannot  tell  just  from, 
memory,  off  hand. 

Q.  Hunt  up  your  papers  and  lell  us?     A.  I  haven't  anything  here. 

Q.  This  last  year?    A.  You  mean  1887  ? 

Q.  Yes,  your  last  deal  ?     A.  We  might  possibly  have  got  25  cents. 

Q.  What  prices  did  you  pay  ?  Sow,  that  is  a  straight  question.  In  every  plain 
question  that  has  been  asked  you  have  trifled  with  the  Committee.  You  have  either 
wilfully  evaded  the  question  or  refused  to  answer.  Now,  this  is  a  matter  of  which 
you  should  ktow  and  we  should  have  an  answer  from  you  what  you  paid  in  thesa 
months  of  last  year,  what  was  the  actual  money  you  paid  ?  A.  In  the  month  of 
May,  I  thick,  you  paid  S4  per  gross  ton. 

Q.  In  the  month  of  May  j'ou  paid  $4  per  gross  ton.  Well,  what  else  after 
that,  in  June  what  did  you  pay  ?     A.  We  got  very  little  coal  in  May,  June,  or  Jaly. 

Q.  Wo  are  simply  asking  the  prices,  we  are  not  asking  the  quantities  now  ?  A. 
After  that  the  pricts  continued  on  the  same  for  these  three  months. 

Q.  You  can  gve  us  the  exact  information,  these  are  your  own  transactions?  A. 
I  can  give  you  no  positive  information  on  this  point,  because  I  haven't  got  the  figures 
with  me. 

Q.  54  per  gross  ton  is  13.57  net.    You  paid  83.57  net  in  May,  1887  ?    A.  Yes. 

Mr.  GuiLLET. — The  prices  you  gave  us  quoting  off  the  circular  was  $3.44. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  That  is  in  loSfa".  You  paid  $3  57  which  corresponds  with  Hargraft's 
statement  of  25  cents  a  ton  taken  off  tbat  list  price.  Now,  in  June,  what  did 
you  pay  ?  A.  This  was,  of  course,  for  the  best  quality  of  coal.  I  think  for 
the.3o  three  months  the  prices  were  the  same,  but  there  was  very  little  received  by 
ns  during  these  months. 

Q.  We  will  take  the  quantity  afterwards  ;  in  August,  what  did  you  pay  ?  A.  In 
August  the  prices  had  advaf;ced.     The  prices  at  wholesale  had  advanced. 

Q.  Gives  US  the  prices  per  net  ton  ?  A.  I  cannot  remember  net  tons.  I  have 
to  work  it  out.      We  buy  in  gross  tons  altogether. 

Q.  Well  in  August  ?  A.  1  ihink  in  August  we  paid  as  high  as  $4  30  gross,  that 
would  be  S3.84  net.  fa  e.        , 

Q.  You  paid  $i.S4  ii'd  as  low  as—?  A.  I  think  we  bought  some  at  10  cents  less. 

Q.  It  would  be  then  just  about  an  average  during  the  seaeon.  You  got  25  cents 
a  ton  ofici'.rJ  prices  ?     A.  No  ;  we  did  not. 

Q.  Fur  these  months  you  have  mentioned  you  got  25  cents  ?  A.  Yes  ;  but  we  had 
some  coal  in  the  months  when  the  price  was  higher.  We  could  not  get  vessel  trans- 
portation in  the  early  part  of  the  season  at  all.  That  is  for  the  quantity  we  required. 
We  were  about  30,0U0  tons  behind  our  orders  on  the  1st  of  August. 

Q.  Well  by  the  returns  given  here  there  were  in  the  months  of  July,  August 
and  September  j08,(;00  tons  brought  into  the  port  of  Toronto  ?  A.  In  the  months  of 
which  ? 

Q.  In  July,  August  and  September— anthracite  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  in  the  months  of  July,  August  and  September.  In  April,  May  and 
June  there  were  54,000  tons,  and  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  88,000,  showing  tbat 
the  larger   quantity  was  got  in  during  the   season  of  navigation  ?     A.  Daring  the 

season  of  navigation  ? 
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Q.    Before  the  30th  of  September?     A.  Before  the  30th  of  what  ? 
Q.  Before  the  30th  of  September.     There  were    108,000  ton,s  io  one  quarter  and 
54,000  tons  in  another. 

Mr.  Bain— That  covers  both  by  rail  and  water. 

The  Chairman — I  suppose  it  would  be  by  water  at  that  time. 

Witness — No  ;  there  was  a  large  amount  coming  in  by  rail  during  the  summer. 

By' Mr.  Bain  {Wentworth)  : 
Q.  They  deliver  it  by  rail  all  the  year  around,  do  they  ?  A.  Tes  all  but  September, 
there  was  none  in  September. 
By  the  Ohairman  : 
Q.  These  were  the  prices ;  now  we  want  to  get  back  to  these   contracts.     There 
were  city  contracts  let  in  I88tl:  who  got  them  ?     A.  I  have  a   statement  here  of  the 
freights  paid  throughout  the  season. 

Q.  We  will  ahk  you  about  that  later. 

By  Mr.  Guillet : 
Q.  You  gave  us  the  quotation  for  May,  June  and  July  at  $3.79  and  if  the  rebate 
was  25  cents  it  would  be  $3.54  ? 

The  CHAiaMAN— The  rebate  on  the  net  ton  would  be  22  cents,  that  would  leave  it 
at  $3.57. 

By  Mr.  Sain  (Wentworth)  : 
Q.     I  understood  you  to  say  that  they  bought  it  at  $3.57. 
The  Chairman — 25  cents  is  the  rebate  on  a  gross  ton. 

Witness. — It  must  be  borne  ia  mind  that  freights  advanced  from  30  cents  to  79 
cents  and  more  coal  came  in  at  the  higher  rates  than  the  other. 
By  the  Chairman : 
Q».  Who  got  the  city  contract  in  1886  ?     A.I  think  McConnell  .t  Co.  got  it. 
Q.  Sure  ?     A.  I  think  so,  he  filled  it  anyway. 

Q.  Who  was  it  that  it  was  disposed  to  by  the  pool   or  Coal    Exchange?      A.  I 
conld  not  say. 

Q.  Jast  look  at  the  minutes  and  see  who  it  was  disposed  to  ?  A.  E.  Eogers  &  Co. 
Q.  For  how  much  ?     A.  $500. 
Q.  That  is  the  city  contract  ?     A.  Tes. 

Q.  What  were  the  prices  to  be  ?    A.  They  were  to  be   25    cents   off  the  retail 
prices. 

Q.  What  were  the  prices  ?     A.   Briar  Hill  $5.50,  stove   and   nut   $5.65    and   40 
cents  a  ton  extra  for  bagging. 

Q.  You  got  that  contract  for  how  much  ?    A.  $500. 
Q.  Did  you  fill  it?    A.  No. 
Q,  Why  ?     A.  It  was  taken  by  some  one  else. 
Q.  Who  else  got  it  ?    A.  McConnell  got  it,  1  think. 
Q.  What  became  of  your  $500  ?     A.  It  was  returned. 

Q.  Was  that  an  improper  thing  for  McConnell  to  do  ?     A.  It  was  a  violation  of 
the  rules  of  the  association. 
By  Mr.  Qillmor  : 
Q.  He  tendered  less  than  you  ?     A.  Yes  ;  in  some  way. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  You  expelled  him  for  such  an  improper  act?      A.    He   was  afterwards   ex- 
pelled. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  date  he  was  expelled  ?     A.  In  the  fall  of  1886.     He 
was  a  member  of  the  association  at  this  time,  and  had  agreed  to  maintain  prices. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 
Q.  You  said  in  your  former  evidence  that  McConnell  was  expelled  and  you  were 

asked  :  "  What  does  expulsion  mean  ?  "  And  you  answered  :  "  Expulsion  means - 

The  next  question  was :  "  Does  it  deprive  him  of  buying  from  American  dealers  ?  " 
And  your  answer  was :  "  No,  if  they  like  to  sell  to  them.  He  was  expelled  a  year 
and  a  half  ago."  Now  you  enclose  a  letter  with  regard  to  the  stoppage  of  his  sup- 
plies.    You  go  on  to  say  :  "  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  attention  being  paid   to   T. 
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McConnell  &  Co.  Now  I  find  in  the  minutes  of  September  32q'1,  1885,  this  motion  : 
"  Eesolved,  that  having  regard  to  the  McConnell  matter,  and  the  city  contract,  a  sub- 
Committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Bogers,  Bailoy,  Crane  and  the  Chairman  (John 
Keith),  be  appointed  to  proceed  to  Buffalo,  to  confer  with  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee, with  a  view  to  stopping  supplies  of  ronmembors."  So  it  appears  you 
yourself  were  actually  engaged  in  stopping  supplies  ?  A.  I  speak  in  my  letter  of 
1887.     I  make  no  reference  to  1886. 

Q.  Then,  of  course,  I  would  wish  to  find  out  whether  you  took  action,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Buffalo.  Did  jou  proceed  to  Buffalo,  with  a  view  to  stopping  Mr.  McCon- 
nell's  supplies  ?     A.  Not  for  the  purpose  of  stopping  his  supplies. 

Q.  Did  you  go  on  that  committee  ?     A.  No  ;  I  did  not  go  with  that  committee. 
I  do  not  think  that  committee  ever  went  to  Buffalo, 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Did  one  of  them  go  with  you  ?  Did  anyone  go  ?  Eogers,  Bailey,  Crane,  and 
the  chairman  ;  did  any  one  of  them  go  ?  A.  I  do  not  think  that  instruction  was 
carried  out. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  it  ?  A.  I  do  not,  from  memory.  It  was  not 
my  motion. 

By  Mr.  Guillet: 

Q.  You  were  present  at  the  meetings  ?  A.  I  may  have  demurred,  and  may 
have  been  overruled. 

Q.  Here  I  find  that  you  received  your  expenses  to  New  York  and  Buffalo?  A, 
I  was  in  Buffalo  on  one  or  two  occasions. 

Q.  Evidently  in  pursuance  of  this  motion  ?  A.  No;  I  do  not  think  that  resolu- 
tion was  ever  carried  out.     I  think  I  was  there  on  other  business. 

By  the  Chairman:  '' 

Q.  Dia  you  go  to  Buffalo  on  this  business  of  McConn ell's?  Do  you  know 
whether  you  went  or  not?     A.  I  do  not  think  I  did  on  that  business. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anything  about  it  when  you  were  there  ?  Did  you  see  this  man 
Parish  and  the  other  man  ?  A.  I  was  continually  seeing  these  men  on  the  other 
side.     I  was  in  Buffalo  probably  on  an  average  once  every  two  weeks. 

Q.  Whore  were  your  expenses  paid  to?  A.  I  think  on  one  occasion  I  went  to 
Buffalo  on  association  business. 

Q.  What  was  the  bui-iness?  A.  I  do  not  remember,  but  I  do  not  think  it  was 
in  connection  with  McConnell. 

Q.  Do  yon  swear  it  was  not  ?     A.  I  do  not  think  it  was. 

Q.  Give  us  a  straight  answer,  once  in  a  while  ?  A.  I  am  not  here  to  be  talked 
to  in  that  way.  I  am  quite  willing  to  give  information,  but  I  want  to  be  treated 
in  a  proper  manner. 

Q.  You  have  not  been  giving  your  answers  in  a  candid  manner.  I  think  you 
have  been  trifling  with  the  Committee?  A.  There  may  be  a  difference  of  opinion 
about  that. 

Mr,  Gillmoe. — It  appears  to  me  that  this  is  a  question  that  we  ought  to  under- 
stand. Here  is  a  combination  that  we  are  investigating,  and  here  is  a  man  who  violates 
the  rules  and  is  put  out.  That  is  all  very  proper,  but  then,  does  the  combination  pursue 
him,  and  use  their  iufluence  to  prevent  him  purchasing  coal  ?  I  think  that  is  a  question 
that  the  witness  or  any  member  of  this  combination  ought  to  know.  It  is  a  pretty 
important  question,  and  it  would  not  be  forgotten.  This  is  an  extraordinary  oc- 
casion. It  is  not  simply  dealing  with  a  man  who  has  violated  the  rules,  but  did  they 
pursue  him  and  prevent  him  getting  supplies  ? 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  This  statement  shows  that  you  made  two  trips,  and  got  expenses  on  both  ?    A. 
One  was  to  New  York  and  the  other  to  Buffalo. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  As  Mr.  Gillmor  says,  this  is  a  vital  matter.  Here  is  a  resolution :  — "  Moved 
by  Mr.  McGill,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Gibson,  that  having  regard  to  Mr.  McConnell's 
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mattar,  and  the  city  contract  " — that  is,  as  you  have  explained,  Mr.  McOonnell  had 
gone  under  your  tender  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q,  The  tender  was  awarded  to  you  by  the  exchange  ?    A.  Yes, 
Q.  For  a  certain  amount  ot  money,  and  MeConnell  bid  under  that,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  that  this  committee  was  appointed  ?     A.  That  appears  to  bo  the  case. 

Q.  "  A  subcommittee  consisting  of  Messrs  Kogers,  Bailey,  Crane  and  the 
chairman,  to  proceed  to  Buffalo  to  see  the  committee  with  a  view  to  stopping  the; 
supplies  of  non-members."  Did  you  consider  McOonnell  a  non-member  at  that  time? 
A.  I  cannot  say  whether  he  was  in  default  at  that  time  or  not. 

Q.  We  are  trying  to  get  at  the  important  fact  whether  you  tried  to  stop  the 
supplies  from  non-members.  A.  I  have  given  a  letter  with  a  statutory  declaration 
on  the  matter  from  the  man  who  supplied  him,  and  stated  in  my  former  examina 

tion 

Q.  No  ;  answer  the  question  with  reference  to  this  resolution.  You  have  read 
this  resolution,  and  you  were  present  at  the  meeting.  You  were  appointed  to  go  t» 
Buffalo,  and  confer  with  the  members  of  this  committee  to  stop  supplies.  You  were 
present  at  the  meeting  ?     A.  That  instruction  was  never  carried  out. 

Q.  You  were  present  at  the  meeting  ?  A.  I  do  not  know.  It  was  not  my 
motion.     I  suppose  if  the  minutes  say  so  that  is  correct. 

Q.  You  went  to  New  York  and  Buffalo  on  association  business  although  you 
were  not  the  president  ?    A.  No. 

Q.  You  were  not  the  treasurer  ?     A.  No. 
Q.  You  were  not  the  secretary?     A.  No. 

y.  Then  you  could  not  go  on  official  businees  unless  appointed  on  a  special 
committee.  Now,  what  was  the  special  business  ?  Turn  up  the  minutes  and  show" 
some  other  business.  A.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  the  minutes.  It  is  quite 
possible  that  1  might  go  to  Buffalo  or  t)  New  York  at  the  request  of  a  number  of 
dealers  or  on  a  resolution,  and  the  association  afterward  pass  a  resolution  to  pay 
my  expenses,  which  I  think  was  the  case. 

Q,  Did  the  New  York  man,  or  Buffalo  man,  Gilford  Smith,  send  word  back  that 
he  did  not  want  to  receive  the  deputation  ?     A.  I  cannot  say  now. 

Q.  There  is  another  resolutioQ  tbat  the  secretary  telegraphed  to  Mr.  T.  Gilford 
Smith,  advising  him  that  a  deputation  from  the  association  has  proceeded  to 
Buffalo,  &e.  ?  A.  I  do  not  think  there  was  any  word  sent  from  them  that  they  would' 
not  receive  the  deputation.     I  think  the  deputation  did  not  feel  like  going. 

Q.  Did  any  of  them  go  ?  A.  I  do  not  think  that  instruction  was  ever  carried 
out. 

Q.  I  see  two  put  in  bills,  one  for  «36.&0,  and  another  for  $38.50  ?  A.  That  was 
to  New  York. 

Q.  It  is  for  New  York  and  Buffalo,  two  trips  ?  A.  No;  one  trip  to  New  York, 
and  one  to  Buffalo.  . 

Q.  Mr.  Eogers  for  two  trips,  and  the  other  gentleman   for  one   trip.     Do  you 

know  that  you  did  not  go   to   the  United    States  to   see  about  this  matter  ?     A.  I 

think  at  the  meeting  I  attended   in    New   York    I   represented  to   the    Western 

V    Anthracite  Joint  Committee  the  facts  of  the  McOonnell  matter. 

Q.   Yon  know  that?     A.  I  am  quite  certain  I  did. 

Q.  Why  did   you  go   any  farther  than  Buffalo  on   that  motion  ?     A.  On  what 

motion  ?  ,     ,r  /^ 

Q.  About  this  McOonnell  matter  ?  A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  went  on  the  McOon- 
nell matter  at  all.    I  think  there  were  other  matters  of  interest  to  the  association. 

Q.  But  you  were  not  appointed  on  other  matters,  and  you  sent  in  your  bill  for 
$38.50  ?     A.  That  was  on  a  resolution  of  the  association  that  I  should  be  paid. 

Q.  Not  for  going  on  your  own  private  business  ?  A.  It  was  their  proposition 
and  it  was  carried  out. 

Q.  Yon  went  there  and  represented  the  case  ?  A.  There  was  nothing  done  as 
iar  as  the  resolution  to  go  to  Buffalo  was  concerned. 
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Q,  Then  you  went  to  New  York  iastead?  A.  There  was  a  meeting  of  the 
Western  Anthracite  Joint  Association  sometime  after  that,  and  I  was  present.  I 
"went  down  partly  on  my  own  account,  and  partly  on  association  business. 

Q    You  took  pay  for  that  from  the  association  ?  A.  That  was  through  a  resolution. 

Q.  You  did  their  work?  A.  Yes  I  presume  they  were  satisfied  to  pay  iw 
'Jhe  committee  of  the  Western  Anthracite  Joint  Aseociaiion  came  here  in  the  spring 
of  18.S6",  and  forced  us  to  come  into  this  association,  and  told  us  if  we  did  not  oome 
in,  we  could  not  have  coal;  and  when  others  did  not  come  in,  or  disputed  its  resolu- 
tions, and  yet  were  supplied  with  coal,  we  were  aggrieved.  Wedidnotfeel  like  being 
bound  to  the  association,  after  having  been  forced  to  join  it. 

Q  You  had  an  association  before  that  ?  A.  There  has  always  been,  as  long  as 
I  can  remember,  meetings  of  the  dealers,  but  I  do  not  know  that  there  was  an  asso 
elation  before  this. 

Q.  1  have  here  reference  to  the  constitution  and  by-laws  of  the  Coal  Exchange  of 
Toronto,  1885?  A.  I  think  this  was  copied  from  an  American  affair,  ana  there  were 
things  of  this  kind  being  agreed  to  continually. 

Q.  Then  this  McConnell  matter  ?  A.  I  stated  at  this  meeting  in  New  York  the 
facts  of  this  matter,  and  that  this  committee  appointed  by  the  association  had  com- 
pelled us  to  go  into  an  association.     I  also  stated  that  McConnell 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  I  must  insibt  when  I  ask  a  question  in  getting  a  straightforward  answer.  Mr. 
Eogers  generally  wants  an  explanation.  1  have  no  objection  to  Mr.  Rogers  making 
the  fullest  explanation  but  when  I  ask  a  question  I  think  it  is  unfair  to  let  him  gooff 
into  a  long  explanation  without  any  particular  reference  to  the  case  ?  A.  Yon  can- 
not get  at  the  facts. 

Q.  I  want  to  ask  you  if  you  presented  a  case  of  your  association  before  the  asso- 
ciation in  New  York  ?  A.  Yes.  1  do  not  know  that  1  presented  it  for  the  association^ 
iut  I  stated  the  facts. 

Q.  Did  they  take  any  action  in  the  matter?  A.  I  do  not  think  they  did  as  an 
association.     I  do  not  think  thoy  passed  any  resolution  or  anything  of  that  kind. 

Q.  Was  their  action  satisfactory  to  you,  the  course  they  took  or  did  not  take  or 
whatever  might  be  done  ?    A,  I  do  not  Jinow  that  it  was. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  that  you  do  not  think  it  was  ?  A.I  did  not  ask  them  to  take 
-any  special  action.  I  simply  stated  the  facts  and  we  felt  that  wo  had  not  been  pro- 
-jKfrly  treated.  We  were  forced  into  an  organization  and  our  hands  were  tied  and 
another  person  was  allowed  to  get  coal  and  allowed  to  sell  it  at  any  price  he  chose 
on  our  own  market. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Weniworih)  : 

Q.  Was  there  no  other  reason  ?     A.  Yes,  it  waa  a  well  known  fact 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  That  is  a  matter  between  Mr.  McConnell  and  the  parties  he  was  buying  from. 
The  question  was  that  the  as-ociation  tried  to  interfere  with  Mr.  McConnell's  liberty 
and  may  have  decided  the  action  of  Parish  &  Co.  ?  A,  They  say  distinctly  they  did 
not,  Chifeholm  &  Parish  have  stated  to  me  personally,  as  well  as  giving  me  this 
information  in  this  letter,  that  they  did  not  btop  his  coal  on  account  of  any  action  of 
the  Toronto  Association,  or  of  any  association  on  the  other  side.  Of  course  they 
have  given  me  the  reason  why  they  did  stop. 
£y  Mr.  Guillet: 

Q.  Were  they  disposed  to  stop  any  supply  in  1886  after  he  had  been  expelled? 
A.  Tbcy  did  not  stop  it  at  all. 

Q.  Bat  there  were  negotiations  in  reference  to  that?  A.  Yes  ;  I  think  they  on 
one  or  two  occasions  came  to  the  meetings  of  the  association  in  Toronto  and  ottered 
to  become  responsible  for  his  maintaining  the  rule  or  something  of  that  kind. 

Q.  How  did  they  happen  to  come  to  arrange  to  have  Mr.  McConnell  recognized 
as  they  appear  to  have  done?     A.  I  think   that  pressure   was   brought  to  bear  on 
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Q.  Against  the  pressure  brought  by  the  assooiation  to  stop  the  supplies?  A.  I 
think  there  was  pressure  brought  to  bear  by  the  company  controlling  their  supplies 
on  the  other  side. 

Q.  To  sell  to  Mr.  McConnell  ?     A.  To  make  Mr.  McConnell  maintain  the  prices. 
Q.  But  there  must  have  been  some  information  or  representations  made  to  them 
to  the  effect  that  he  had  not  done  that?     A.  I  stated  to  the  full  meeting  in  New  York 
all  the  facts  of  the  case. 

Q.  It  seems  they  came  over  to  endeavor  to  get  them  recognized,  and  were 
indisposed  to  supply  them  until  the  matter  was  settled  by  the  association  ?     A.  They 

oontinned  to  supply  him  right  along.     The  opinion  1  formed  myself  was 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  At  what  date  did  they  cease  to  supply  him?     A.  I  could  not  say. 
vQ.  About  what  time?     A.  I  could  not  say.     I  suppose  until  he  failed.     In  1887 
he  failed. 

Q.  The  point  is  that  the  American  association  did  not  do  what  the  Toronto 
association  asked  them  to  do,  to  stop  his  supply  ?  A,  The  Toronto  association  did 
not  ask  them. 

Q.  Look  at  that  resolution.  You  were  present  when  the  resolution  was  adopted 
for  their  sending  you  and  some  others  over  to  induce  the  Americans  not  to  sell  to 
those  who  were  not  members  of  the  Coal  Exchange  of  Toronto  ?  A.  I  do  not  think 
that  resolution  was  read  out  in  the  meeting  or  read  in  my  presence. 

Q.  But  you  went  to  New  York  on  business  and  .represented , the  company  ?  A. 
Just  as  I  said,  both  in  regard  to  the  coal  trade  in  New  York  and  in  regard  to  Mc- 
Connell. 

By  Mr.  Bain  ( Wentworth)  : 
Q.  I  understand  that  Mr.  McConnell   continued  until  some  time  last  vear?    A. 
Until  sometime  in  1887. 

Mr.  GuiLLET.— He  was  fined  $100  and  expelled  in  the  latter  part  of  1886  and 
reinstated  at  the  instance  of  these  men  Chisholm  &  Parish. 

Q.  Was  he  a  member  of  the  assooiation  at  the  time  he  failed  ?     A.  No. 
Q.  Then  he  was  expelled  in  1886  ?     A.  I  think  in  the  fall  of  1836. 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  Bid  he  get  coal  then  outside  of  the  association  ?     A.  Yes  ;  he  got  coal  from  the 
same  source  as  he  had  been  getting  it.  ' 

By  Mr.  Guillet :  «  ■,    x 

Q  "  The  secretary  read  a  copy  of  the  bill  of  lading  for  254  ton  of  egg  and  stove 
for  schooner  "  Ariadne  "  shipped  by  Butler,  Call  &  Co.,  for  H.  C.  Springer  &  Co.,  per 
Gooderham  &  Worth,  and  he  reported  that  he  had  sent  a  copy  of  this  bill  of  lading 
to  Mr.   A.G.Yates  and  Mr.  T.  Guilford  Smith." 

"  Eesolved  that  the  Secretary  telegraph  •  these  gentlemen  asking  if  these  ship- 
ments cannot  be  stopped  and  a  heavy  fine  imposed  on  the  shippers."      ^ 

"  Eesolved  that  the  Secretary  ascertain  from  whom  Bowman  (Stinson  s  successor) 
is  obtaining  his  coal  and  if  necessary  purchase  a  ton  to   obtain    the   information. 
Were  you  present  at  that  meeting  ?     A.  I  do  not  think  I  was. 

Q.  This  date  is  the  26th  of  October,  1884  ?  A.  Was  I  present  ? 
Q .  You  were  not  named  among  those  present.  You  do  not  appear  to  hare  been 
present.  That  was  the  action  taken  to  prevent  parties  shipping  to  parties  outside  ot 
the  association  and  to  impose  a  penalty  on  the  shippers  was  it  not?  A.  Whoever 
moved  that  resolution  did  not  understand  the  matter  very  well,  because  it  could  not 
be  carried  out.     There  is  no  provision  for  the  imposing  of  fines  on  shippers. 

Q.  They  must  have  assumed  that  there  were  fines?     A.  That  is  what  1  say. 

Q.  That  was  the  action  of  the  association  to  stop  supplies  to  the  non-members  { 

A   Yes 

Q  "About  this  resolution:  " Eesolved  that  the   Secretary  ascertain  from  whom 

Bowmkn  (Stinson's  successor)   is  obtaining  his  coal  and  if  necessary  purchase  a  ton 

to  obtain  the  information  "  ?     A.  The  constitution  provides  that  the  members  of  the 

association  shall  not  sell  to  dealers.outside  of  the  assooiation,  and  Bowman,  i  suppose, 
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is  a  small  dealer  outside  of  the  association.     I  do  not  know  him.     There    is   a   great 
deal  of  that  that  I  know  nothing  at  all  about. 

Q.  I  see  you  were  present  at  20  meetings,  and  in  your  answer  you  said  you 
were  preseni  nt  only  two  or  three  ?  A.  I  was  not  present  all  through  these  meet- 
ings. 

Q.  But  as  a  matter  of  fact,  how  often  have  you  met  during  the  past  season  ?  A. 
Well,  I  have  not  been  present  at  more  than  two  or  three   meetings  during  the   past 
year.     I  was  not  present  at   twenty  meetings.     I  simply   called  and   enquired  what 
business  was  coming  up. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  The  question  was  asked  how  often  have  yon  met,  and  you  said  ?     A.  I 

do  not  know  how  often.    The  secretary  could  tell  you  about  those  matters. 

Q.  Tou  said   there  were  over   fifty  meetings,  but  by  the  minutes  it   shows  that 
there   were  forty  meetings,  and  you  were  present  at  half  of  them  ?     A.  T  was  not 
present  at  half  of  the  meetings.     I  know  that. 
By  Mr.  Qillmor  : 
Q.  But  you  were  a  member  of  the  association  ?     A.  Yes,  certainly. 
Q.  And  88  a  member  you  are  responsible  ?     A.  I  do  not  deny  any  responsibility,, 
but  I  just  want  things  to  go  down  as  they  are. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  Has  the  pooling  of  contracts  gone  on  since  ?    A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  dropped  that  ?    A.  Well,  no . 

Q.  Is  there  any  contracts  let  this  year,  yet  ?     A.  The  waterworks    contract ; , 
tenders  were  asked  for  that,  but  it  has  been  re-opened. 
By  the  Chairman  ; 
Q,  Were  jou  present  at  that  meeting  ?     A.  I  was  not  present  at  the  meeting  at 
which  the  tenders  were  to  be  opened.     A.  I  got  a  notice. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  No  prices  were  to  be  fixed  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  All  dealers  were  to  tender  at  any  prices  they  please  ?     A.  Yes. 
Q.  At  what  price  did  they  tender  lor  that  contract  this  year  ?     A,  Our  tender 
was  $4.15  in  the   shed,  and  the   next  highest   tender  was   $4.60    in   the  shed — the 
waterworks  shed. 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  That  is  on  the  wharf  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  quality  of  coal  is  that  ?  A.  Egg  coal,  unscreened,  in  the  shed.  It  comes 
in  as  cheap  as  in  the  dealer's  yard.  The  waterworks  dock  answers  the  same  pur- 
pose as  the  dealer's  yard. 

Q.  What  was  the  retail  price  of  that  coal  ?    A.  $6  per  ton. 
Q.  And  you  offered  it  at  $4.15?    A.  Large  egg  coal  at  $4.15. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth^  : 
Q.  Yon  said  just  now  that  your  tender  was  $4.15  and  the  next   man   was   $4.60' 
and  I  understood  you  to  say  that  the  contract  was  not  let  ?    A.  Yes ;  it  was  awarded 
to  us  by  the  committee  and  afterwards  by  some  manipulation   by   the   committee  it- 
has  been  withdrawn. 

Q.  About  what  quantity  was  that  ?  A.  13,000  tons.  In  regard  to  these  con- 
tracts and  the  premiums  which  are  paid  on  them,  in  many  cases  the  competition 
forces  the  premium  up  to  beyond  what  their  coal  was  in  the  contract,  so  that  the 
amount  paid  did  not  at  all  represent  their  profits  or  the  item  of  general  expenses. 
The  intention  was  in  this  arrangement  originally  that  something  should  be  secured 
for  these  contracts  towards  paying  the  item  of  general  expenses  of  the  importers*^ 
business.  That  is  40  cents  per  ton,  which  is  a  low  estimate  in  any  dealer's  business 
and  includes  ofBce  expenses,  yard  rent  and  so  on,  and  coal  which  comes  through  hi& 
yard,  it  is  considered  by  the  general  trade,  ought  to  pay  its  fair  share  of  those 
expenses  whether  it  is  on  contract  or  to  private  consumers.  Now  the  dealer  in 
bidding  for  these  contracts  not  only  takes  into  account  the  amount  of  money  which 
ie  is  to  receive  back,  which,  as  I  said,  in  our  case  was  one-third  or  20  cents  per  toa 
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on  the  contract.  We  were  paying  60  cents.  This  item  of  general  expenses  is  also 
left  out  of  the  calculation  in  bidding,  because,  of  course,  that  is  what  this  premium  is 
intended  to  cover.  It  is  intended  to  help  him  on  his  general  expenses  and  to  help 
the  other  importers  who  do  not  fill  Ihe  contract,  and  as  a  matter  of  lact,  as  i  said, 
there  is  not  a  contract  that  has  been  handled  in  that  way  where  there  was  a  clear 
profit  of  26  cents  per  ton. 

The  committee  adjourned. 


House  of  Commons,  26th  April,  1888. 

The  Committee  on  alleged  Trade  Combinations  met  this  morning,  Mr,  Wallace  in 
the  chair. 

Elias  Eoqers,  coal   dealer,  of  Toronto,  continued  his  evidence. 
By  the  Chairman ; 

Q.  Will  yon  state  again  the  price  at  which  you  bought  coal  in  1887  ?  A.  Have 
you  reference  to  the  circular  prices  ?  I  ga^e  you  both  the  circular  prices  and  then 
afterward  from  memory  I  gave  the  prices  at  which  we  bought. 

Q.  Give  us  the  prices  at  which  you  bought  ?     A.  What  month  ? 

Q.  During  1887,  commencing  April  or  May,  give  us  the  price  for  the  net  ton  ? 
A.  Ton  understand  that  I  can  only  speak  from  memory. 

Q.  Have  you  not  a  record  of  the  price  ?  A.  No  ;  I  have  no  record  of  the  price, 
I  think  we  paid  $3.  57  per  net  ton  in  the  month  of  May. 

Q.  $3.57  per  net  ton?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  In  May,  June  and  July  ?  A.  I  think  there  might  have  been  some  varia- 
tion or  advance  in  the  price  in  June  or  July. 

Q.  But  in  August  ?  A.  In  August  there  was  an  advance  of  30  cents  I  think 
on  some  coal  and  20  cents  on  others  per  gross  ton . 

Q.  Making  an  average  of  about  $3.79  ?  A.  That  would  depend  on  the  quan- 
tities that  were  bought. 

Q.  What  quantities  did  you  bring  in  at  that  price  ?  A.  I  could  not  tell  from 
memory . 

Q.  That  was  30  cents  advance  per  gross  ton  and  20  cents,  which  would  make  it 
$3.75  and  $3.84;     A.  Yes  $3.75  and  $3.84. 

Q .  That  is  the  September  price  ?  A.  There  was  no  change  in  the  circular 
prices  in  September.  I  think  prices  advanced  though.  I  think  more  was  paid  in 
September  than  in  August. 

Q.  But  you  cannot  give  the  price  ?  A.  I  cannot  give  the  exact  prices  we  were 
buying  at  in  September. 

Q.  Could  you  give  us  the  prices  that  you  paid  in  October  ?  A,  yfe  were  very- 
much  behind  with  our  orders. 

Q.  It  is  a  curious  thing  that  a  gentleman  dealing  in  one  article  cannot  come 
down  here  and  give  evidence  on  that  one  article?  A.  I  did  not  come  dowQ 
here  to  give  evidence  especially  as  to  our  private  matters,  the  prices  at  which  we 
bought,  and  1  must  say  that  I  do  not  think — it  is  hardly  a  fair  thing  that  I  should  be 
singled  out  and  asked  to  reveal  all  our  private  affairs  for  the  benefit  of  our  com- 
petitors, which  it  certainly  is.  I  have  given  definite  statements  as  to  the  profits 
there  were  in  the  basiness,  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  a  right  thing  that  I  should  be 
asked  to  give  information  which  would  result  in  benefiting  my  competitors. 

Q.  I  have  a  letter  here  inviting  yourself  down  to  give  further  information  ?  A. 
Yes,  and  I  have  been  quite  willing  to  give  it. 

Q.  And  when  we  ask  you  for  the  information  you  tell  us  that  you  do  not  know? 
A.  I  am  quite  willing  to  give  any  information  that  will  help  the  Committee  to  get 
at  the  true  facts. 

Q.  And  this  is  the  information  we  ought  to  know  in  order  to  arrive  at  a  con- 
clusion ?  A.  I  have  not  the  figures  with  me,  and  I  do  not  think  that  it  is  right  that. 
I  should  be  singled  and  made  a  target  for  the  benefit  of  my  competitors. 
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Q.  You  should  rot  say  that.  In  your  last  letter  you  stated  that  you  would  be 
tappy  to  come  down  any  time  and  give  further  information  ?  A.  i  would  be  very 
glad  to  do  80  if  I  had  an  opportunity. 

Q.  And  then  yon  sent  us  another  letter?     A,  Yes  ;  that  letter  to  yourself. 

Q.  That  was  not  in  the  evidence  ?    A.  There  is  no  personal  feeling  about  it. 

Q.  That  letter  was  largely  called  out  by  the  evidence,  and  you  said  that  you 
would  be  glad  enough  to  come  down.  Then  you  were  down  and  you  said  that  at  any 
other  time  you  would  be  glad  to  come  down  and  give  the  Committee  full  information, 
and  so  when  you  are  asked  to  come  down  1  do  not  think  there  is  a  grievance  on  your 
part?  A.  I  have  given  you  information  on  these  points. 
By  Mr.  Guil  et  : 

Q  We  have  not  received  definite  information  on  these  points.  Being  the  largest 
dealer  in  Toronto,  and  having  expressed  a  willingness  to  the  Committee  to  come  back 
and  give  lurtber  information,  1  think  you  ought  to  be  prepared  to  give  us  all  the  laots 
in  reference  to  thet^e  cases  in  order  that  we  may  see  that  there  has  been  no  undue 
profit  resuldng  from  this  combination  ?  A.  As  far  as  I  am  concerned  I  am  willing 
to  give  every  ioformation  in  my  power  which  will  enable  the  Committee  to  arrive  at 
a  concluBion,  and  which  I  tuppose  they  are  aiming  at.  As  I  understand  it,  they  want 
to  get  at  the  true  iaotsofthe  case  with  reference  to  the  organization  of  this  Coal 
Exchange  and  its  workings. 

Q.  01  course  there  is  nothing  personal  ?  A.  I  do  not  think  there  ought  to  be, 
but  it  I  am  asked  to  give  information  which  is  going  to  result  in  our  injury  and  be  a 
benefit  to  others,  I  think  I  am  right  in  refusing  to  give  it. 

Q.  We  want  to  get  at  the  effects  which  have  resulted  from  the  forming  of  this 
combination  ?     A.  I  have  not  the  slightest  objection. 

Q.  It  is  essential  to  the  objects  aimed  at  b^  the  Cojimittee  that  we  should  get 
this  information  ?  A.  Yes ;  but  it  is  not  right  that  you  should  pry  into  private  affairs 
of  a  firm. 

By  the  Chairman  ; 

Q.  All  the  investigations  are  into  private  affairs  or  private  business  ?  A.  So  far 
as  I  am  concerned  I  have  not  the  slightest  objection,  and  I  would  be  quite  willing  to 
have  a  law  passed  to-morrow  that  will  prevent  this  organization  being  continued.  I 
think  it  would  result  to  our  benefit,  but  I  do  not  think  I  should  be  asked  to  give  in- 
formation which  is  going  to  be  an  injury  to  my  own  personal  business. 
By  Mr.  Bam  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  Have  you  ever  thought  in  your  own  mind  as  to  what  direction  that  legisla- 
tion should  take  ?  A.  No;  I  cannot  say  that  I  have.  I  think  they  have  in  New 
York  an  Act  which  prevents  parties  agreeing  upon  the  prices  which  shall  be 
charged. 

Q.  Is  it  a  recent  Act  ?  A.  Yes;  it  is  a  recent  Act.  The  reason  I  know  it  is 
that  the  Western  Anthracite  Joint  Association  instead  of  pursuing  the  course  which 
they  formerly  did  now  make  their  action  entirely  recommendatory.  Instead  of  say- 
ing that  their  prices  shall  be  so  and  so,  they  say  we  recommend  that  prices  shall  be 
60  and  so. 

Q.  Have  you  one  of  their  circulars  ?  I  suppose  their  circulars  do  not  reach  you. 
That  would  come  from  parties  that  are  recommended?  A.  I  have  not  the  minutes 
of  the  meeting  in  New  York  last  Wednesday  at  which  prices  were  fixed,  the  opening 
prices  for  this  season. 

Q.  Now  they  recommend  that  certain  prices  shall  be  the  price  ?  A.  I  might 
say  further  that  during  the  last  year,  1887,  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  interference 
on  their  part  with  dealers  in  Toronto  or  any  part  of  Canada, 

Q.  The  fact  of  the  legislation  being  passed  has  shaped  their  subsequent  action  ? 
A.  That  is  the  only  effect  so  far  as  I  know,  that  instead  of  making  a  positive  direc- 
tion as  to  what  the  coal  prices  shall  be  they  simply  say  we  recommend  that  the 
prices  of  coal  shall  be  so  and  so. 

Q.  Formerly  they  fixed  the  prices  and  said  this  shall  be  the  price  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q,  And  now  they  recommend  that  this  shall  be  the  price  ?    A.  Yes. 
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Q.  Then  the  association  still  exists  as  it  formprly  did  ?     A.   Yes. 

Q.  That  is  they  have  an  organization  ?  A.  Yes  ;  but  I  do  not  know  whether 
they  have  any  constitution  or  not,     I  do  not  think  ihey  have. 

Q.  They  meet  together?  A.  Yes;  and  the  minutes  of  each  meeting  are  printed 
and  sent  to  the  shippers.     I  do  not  kn^w  that  they  have  a  minute  book  even. 

Q.  Acdthisis  called  ?  A.  The  Western  Anthracite  Joint  jissoiiation,  composed 
of  the  representatives  of  the  leading  railways  and  coal  shippers. 

Q.  Railways  that  are  interested  in  the  coal  trade  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  suppose  all  those  railways  that  are  interested  are  also  proprietors  of  coal 
mines — the  most  of  them?  A.  I  think  they  all  are  to  some  extent.  I  am  not  sure 
whether  the  Pennsylvania  Railway  operate  any  anthracite  mines  or  not;  they  are 
operators  of  a  bituminous  mine,  but  I  krow  the  others  aie. 

Q,  Do  you  know  from  your  experience  anything  about  the  average  rate  per  ton 
for  carrying  coul  over  there  ?      I  am  only  asking  it  eo  far  as  you  may  know  ?     A. 
They  claim  that  they  ought  to  have   ai  least  three-quarters  of  a  cent  per  ton  per 
mile.     Of  course  they  do  not  always  get  that. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  Are  you  able  to  give  that  evidence?     Have  you   the  figures  referring  to  the 
prices  for  coal  ?     A.  No  ;  I  have  not  the  prices.      I    could  not  speak  with  regard  to 
that  except  from  memory. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  you  paid  for  coal  in  August  last  ?  A,  I  gave  it  yesterday 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

Q.  83.74  and  $3.81  per  net  ton.  "What  did  you  pay  for  it  in  September?  A.  I 
could  not  tell  you.  The  wholesale  price  for  September,  I  mean  the  circular  price, 
was  the  same  as  in  August,  but  I  think  the  prices  actually  obtained  by  the  shippers 
was  higher.     I  think  we  paid  a  higher  price  in  September. 

Q.  Than  you  did  in  August  ?  .  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Yon  think  that,  but  you  do  not  know  ?    A.  No;  I  cannot  speak  positively. 

Q.  What  did  you  pay  for  coal  in  October  ?  A.  I  think  my  objection  should 
hold  in  regard  to  these  matters  and  not  be  persisted  in  further.  I  stated  yesterday 
that  we  bought  in  advance  of  the  circular  and  in  others  we  had  less  prices. 

Q.  Well,  I  think  the  Committee  will  agree  with  me  that  this  investigation  is  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  full  enquiry  into  these  matters,  and  in  order  that  cur  cnqniry 
may  be  full  and  be  of  any  value,  we  will  have  to  insist  upon  the  questions  Deing 
answered  that  have  been  asked  in  regard  to  prices.  I  think  that  is  the  vital  point 
in  this  enquiry  just  now  in  reference  to  coal.  We  have  made  that  enquiry  about  all 
other  commodities  that  we  have  examined  into  and  I  don't  see  why  coal  should  be 
an  exception  ?  A.  I  have  made  a  definite  statement  and  I  believe  that  I  would  be 
borne  out  by  all  the  principal  importers  in  Toronto  that  the  profits  have  not  exceeded 
25  cents  per  ton,  and  that  ought  to  cover  that  point  it  seems  to  me. 

The  Chairman.— We  do  not  think  that  touches  it  at  all.     The  sense  of  the  Com- 
mittee is,  unless  1  have  misunderstood  their  views,   and  if  not,  any  member  of  the 
Committee  can  rise  and  express  his  dissent,  is,  that  the  prices  should  be  given. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wmtworth)  : 

Q.  There  has  really  been  nothing  done  except  the  mode  pursued.  There  was 
no  laws  fixed,  that  is  the  Committee  did  not  settle  any  definiie  line  of  action?  A. 
With  reference  to  my  letter  in  which  I  said  I  had  other  letters  and  papers,  I  have 
them  here,  and  would  be  glad  to  give  this  information,  which  I  think  will  assist  the 
Committee  in  arriving  at  the  true  facts. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  are  not  willing  to  give  the  information  which  the  Committee  wants  ? 
A.  I  do  not  think  I  ought  to  be  asked  to  give  this.  I  am  the  only  large  importer 
who  is  brought  down  here,  and  I  am  asked  questions  about  private  affairs,  which 
would  result  to  our  injury,  and  the  benefit  of  our  competitors.  The  same  might  be 
said  of  any  one  else  who  might  be  summoned  and  asked  the  same  questions. 
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By  Mr.  Quillet : 

Q,  It  is  not  a  question  as  to  your  willingness,  but  as  to  your   ability  ?     A.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  I  cannot  give  yoa  the  information,  if  I  were  disposed  to  do  so. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  said  yesterday  that  the  cost  of  coal  for  August  was  $4.20.  Thatjwas  the 
price  without  the  rebate  being  taken  off.  It  is  now,  according  to  what  you  state, 
$3.75  and  $3.84  ?  A.  You  must  be  careful  not  to  confuse  the  two.  I  gave  you  cir- 
cular prices  yesterday,  and  state  now  what  I  think  we  actually  paid. 

Q.  The  circular  prices  for  September  was  the  same  as  August  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  swear  you  do  not  know  how  much  you  paid  for  coal  in  September  ? 
A.  No;  we  paid  different  prices, 

Q.  Do  you  believe  it  came  to  more,  or  less?  A.  1  believe  the  price  paid  in 
September  was  higher  than  the  price  paid  in  August,  although  the  circular  was  the 
same. 

Q.  You  have  full  particulars  in  the  book  with  you  ?  A.I  have  all  the  circular 
prices. 

Q,  Can  you  tell  what  additions  to  or  subtractions  from  were  made  to  these  cir- 
cular prices?  A.  I  know  that  in  the  months  of  October  and  November  especially 
coal  could  not  be  obtained  by  rail  at  all,  except  at  an  advance  on  circular  prices,  t 
am  talking  of  first-class  coal.  There  is  a  matter  that  I  want  to  explain  in  that  con- 
nection, when  I  have  an  opportunity. 

Q,  We  have  asked  you  for  prices  in  September,  and  you  have  said  yon  do  not 
tnow  what  yon  paid.     Now  for  October  do  you  know  ?     A,  I  do  not, 

Q.  You  do  not  know  what  price  you  paid.  Have  you  any  idea,  something  near 
the  price?     A.   I  koow  there  was  a  very  lar^e  advance. 

Q  Do  you  know  what  you  paid  ?  A.  There  was  over  a  dollar  advance  in  the 
cost  of  our  coal  at  Toronto  from  May  to  November,  and  in  the  month  of  November 
■we  imported  more  coal  than  in  any  other  mouth  in  the  year. 

Q.  What  was  the  price  list  of  coal  in  October  and  November,  or  December,  or 
Septembor.    Can  you  give  us  the  prices  you  paid  in  November?     A.  I  cannot. 

Q.  Doyoukuiw?  A,  I  do  not  at  present.  I  have  not  the  information  with 
me.    I  know  we  paid  different  prices. 

Q.  You  are  always  paying  different  prices.  Do  you  know  what  prices  you  paid 
for  good  coal  in  November  ?     A.  No;  I  would  not  undertake  to  say. 

Q.  Do  you  know  it  ?    A.  I  might  make  a  guess  at  some  of  the  prices. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  Tell  us  what  you  believe  you  paid  ?  A.  I  do  not  think  I  would  care  to  do 
that. 

Hy  the  Chairman : 

Q,  There  are  two  things  to  consider ;  whether  you  know  the  facts,  and  whether 
you  want  to  give  them  to  the  Committee.  Mr.  Rogers  has  said  that  he  does  not 
think  the  Committee  has  a  right  to  ask  him  this  question,  and  expresses  a  hesitancy 
in  giving  the  answer.  We  want  to  know  if  you  know  the  prices  you  paid  ?  A.  I 
have  stated  once  or  twice  that  I  cannot  state  positively. 

Q.  Por  what  cause  ?  Because  you  do  not  know  ?  A.  Because  I  have  no  memo- 
randum, nor  record.  I  know  we  paid  different  prices,  and  that  prices  advanced  very 
largely  in  the  latter  part  of  the  season. 

The  Chairman — i  tbink  that  is  an  evasive  way  of  putting  it. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Weniworth)  : 

Q.  Did  I  understand  you  that  there  wan  an  advance  of  a  dollar  in   the    price  of 
coal  between  May  and  November,  and  that  it  was  owing  to   coal   prices   advancing, 
or  was  it  the  increased  freight  ?     A.  Both. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  1  have  a  siatement  here  about  the  prices.  This  is  something  about  which 
yon  do  know.  The  expenses  of  handling  is  given  as  follows ;— Say  a  ton  of  coal  cost 
in  la87  (the  statement  here  gives  the  same  prices  as  you  gave)  $3,57  for  the    begin- 
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Bing  of  the  first  four  months.     That  is,  the  net  price  was  $3.57.      Now,   the   freight 
was  then  25  cents  ?     A.  What  month  was  that  ? 

Q.  May.  The  prices  in  1887  were  $3.57  for  April,  May  and  June.  What  did 
you  pay  for  freight  in  those  months  ?  A.  In  the  month  of  May  I  think  there  were 
no  vessels  at  less  than  30  cents. 

Q.  What  did  you  pay  for  freight  ?     A.  I  thiok  there  were  no  vessels  less  than 
30  cents.     We  paid  that. 
By  Mr.  Boyle : 

Q.  Did  you  pay  any  more  than  that  ?     A.  I  do  not  think  so. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Handling  at  the  dock  is  given  at  20  cents  ?  A.  That  is  the  amount  paid  to 
the  heavers. 

Q.  And  you  have  a  contract  at  15  cents  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  What  do  you  pay  ?     A,  20  cents . 

Q.  Harbor  tolls,  4  cents  ?    A.  1  believe  that  is  right,  it  was  formerly  5  cents. 

Q.  Hauling  to  the  yard  5  cents  ?     A.  I  do  not  think  it  oaa  be  done  for  that. 

Q.  Freight,  July  and  August,  that  will  cost  30  to  35  cents?  A.  Until  the  last 
of  July  we  could  not  obtain  vessels  at  all.  We  only  had  oue,  and  that,  was  the  last 
of  July,  and  the  rate  we  paid  was  39  cents. 

Q,  What  did  yon  pay  in  August  ?  A.  38,  38|,  and  37^.  The  majority  of  the 
vessels  were  38  cents.     In  some  cases  I  think  we  paid  about  35  cents. 

Q.  Then  what  did  you  pay  in  September  ?  A.  We  paid  38,  40,  43,  39,  40,  43 
and  48. 

Q.  What  was  the  lowest  amount  ?    A.  The  lowest  in  September  was  one  vessel 

at  37^.  ,     ^ 

Q,  For  screening  and  loss  on  screening  10  cents.  Is  that  about  correct  ?  A. 
That  IS  about  correct  for  the  labor,  without  anything  for  ihe  loss.  That  might  be 
about  right  for  the  labor  ;  it  would  depend  a  little  on  how  it  was  done.  If  it  is 
thoroughly  screened  that  would  hardly  do  it  for  the  labor  alone. 

Q,  Does  it  cost  you  10  cents  to  screen  your  coal?  A.  Yes;  we  screen  it  all. 
Coal  is  better  screened  in  Toronto  than  in  any  other  city  I  know  of. 

Q.  Does  it  cost  you  10  cents  for  labor  on  vessel  coal  ?  A.  Yes ;  about  that  on 
vessel  coal.  I  reckoned  the  labor  at  that  in  oar  estimates  of  general  expenses.  The 
loss,  however,  on  coal  alone  is  fully  1)  cents. 

vQ.  What  are  screenings  worth  ?  A.  $1.50  to  $2  delivered.  You  have  to  take 
off.  the  cost  of  delivery.  We  have  over  2,000  tons  of  screenings  in  our  business  last 
year ;  nearly  2,500 . 

Q  Both  from  bituminous  and  anthracite?  A.  Anthracite  alone,  ihere  is 
about  5  per  cent,  of  screenings  in  vessel  coal.  In  many  places  they  screen  very 
coarsely,  and  in  others  very  finely.  _ 

Q.  The  delivery  is  put  down  at  40  cents  ?  A.  That  is  a  low  estimate.  We  have 
to  deliver  over  an  area  of  over  five  miles,  and  I  think  it  averages  fully  40  cents. 

Q.  Bxpensesofoffice,  yard  and  interest,  25  cents?  A,  It  cannot  be  done  for 
that.    You  cannot  pay  your  clerk  hire  and  yard  expenses  for  that. 

Q.  In  Ottawa  they  have  done  it  for  less  ?  A.  1  do  not  know  an j thing  about 
Ottawa.  ^     ,         .         .   .       + 

Q.  Carts  cost  as  much,  and  interest  is  about  as  high?   A.  I  only  put  our  interest 

-at  6  per  cent,  and  I  know  what  our  yard  rent,  clerks  and  interest  cost  us,  and  as  i 

figured  it,  it  comes  to  44  cents.  ,   «.  ^a  r-  a 

Q.  This  estimate  is  made  up  at  $4.91  for  stove  and  nut,  and  $4.60  for  egg  and 
grate.  The  prices  at  this  time  were  85.75  and  $6  ?  A.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact 
that  the  men  who  figure  in  that  way  are  the  men  who  go  into  insolvency. 

Q,  We  do  not  know  whether  these  men  go  into  insolvency  or  not?  A.  1  know 
that  the  gentleman  whose  evidence  I  have,  as  reported  here,  as  stating  that  his  ottice 
-and  general  expenses  only  came  to  25  cents,  is  short  some  $50,000. 

Q.  I  can  say  this,  that  the  men  in  Ottawa  who  have  given  a  sworn  estimate  at 
46  cents  of  all  expenses  have  not  gone  into  insolvency,  but  have  divided  a  iM  per 
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cent,  dividend  for  the  year.  A.  Tbeir  conl  in  Ottawa  cowt  about  ibe  B.ime  as  in. 
Toronto,  and  they  have  been  oblaiuing  $8,  while  we  have  been  obtaining  only 
$6. 

By  Mr.  Ouillet : 

Q.  Mr.  Hargraft,  at  a  net  cost  of  $4.68,  and  selling  at  $5 .  25,  has  made  a  net 
profit  of  57  cents  ?    A,  The  whole  of  that  coal  was  received  before  prices  advanced. 

Q.  That  was  the  spring  qnotation  according  to  circular,  and  he  showed  a  net 
profit  of  over  50  cents.  He  had  the  same  freight  to  pay,  and  26  cents  for  wharfage, 
instead  of  5  cents,  and  has  to  haul  it  a  considerable  distance  to  his  yard,  perhaps  30(> 
or  400  yards  He  delivers  that  into  his  yard  and  to  his  consumers  at  a  profit  of  50 
cents  ?    A.  What  does  he  estimate  his  insurance  and  office  expenses  at  ? 

Q.  He  allowed  a  certain  amount  for  interest.  A.  I  saw  those  figures,  and  I  saw 
no  allowance  for  yard  rent,  nor  clerk  hire,  and  he  only  allows  cartage  at  25  cents. 
The  whole  of  his  coal,  which  is  a  very  small  quantity,  is  imported  early  in  the  sea- 
son, before  prices  have  advanced.  The  conditions  are  not  parallel.  You  must  aver- 
age the  cost  of  the  coal. 

Q.  The  20  centH  wharfage  would  go  to  make  up  any  difference    in    the  cartage, 
and  there  is  a  clear  difference  of  75  cents,  after  allowing  for  office  expenses. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  More  than  that,  yon  say  that  the  coal  and  freights  go  up.  Well,  your  price 
goes  up  to  correspond  ?    A.   Excuse  me,  but  it  does  not.     It  did  not  in  Toronto. 

Q.  What?  Didn't  it?  A.  Four-fifths  of  the  coal  in  Toronto  was  sold  at  the 
same  price.  You  can  make  no  comparison  with  these  small  places,  unless  yon  take 
all  the  circumstances  into  account.  The  ground  rent  is  more  valuable  in  Toronto^ 
and  the  distance  for  delivery  is  more  than  double  what  it  is  in  these  small  places. 

Q.  Ton  have  a  statement  there  of  the  retail  prices  in  Buffalo  ?  A,  Mr.  Har- 
graft rue-  his  coal  business  in  connection  with  the  grain  business,  and  I  understand 
he  don't  figure  anything  for  these  expenses,  and  allows  n  othing  for  bad  debts. 

Q.  I  am  pointing  out  that  we  will  take  off  that  25  cents  from  his  profit,  and  he 
will  still  have  52  cents  and  the  increase  in  price  to  $6,  would  make  it  $1.07  ?  A.  It 
is  very  unfair  to  make  any  comparison  unless  all  the  circumstances  are  taken  into 
account. 

Q.  In  Buffalo  now  they  have  these  incidental  expenses  ?  A.  Yes;  coal  sells  less 
in  Toronto  on  the  average  than  it  does  in  Buffalo,  and  it  has  for  the  last  ten  years  if 
you  take  into  account  the  cost  of  transportation  between  the  two  places. 

Q.  What  is  the  cost  of  transportation  ?  A.  The  lowest  rate  on  the  average  from 
Black  iiook  on  anthracite  coal  last  year  was  65  cents.  Of  course  that  don't  include, 
any  haulage  from  Buffalo  to  Black  Eock,  putting  the  prices  at  Black  Eock  the  same 
as  at  Buffalo. 

Q.  The  rates  here  are  the  same  as  on  the  cars  at  Buffalo  or  Suspension 
Bridge  ?     A.  That  is  the  caee  sometimes. 

Q.  That  is  given  here  in  that  way.  These  are  the  rates  on  the  cars  either  at 
Buffalo  or  Suspension  Bridge.  What  were  the  prices  at  Buffalo  in  November  or 
August  ?  A.  You  can  take  our  coal.  The  Toronto  coal  for  the  season  of  last  year, 
stove  and  nut,  was  $6  per  ton. 

Q.  What  was  the  price  in  August  ?     A.  $6. 

Q.  What  was  the  price  in  October  ?  A.  The  prices  advanced  sometime  later  ia 
the  fall,  but  the  orders  had  all  been  taken  previous  to  the  advance. 

Q.  The  prices  were  June,  $6;  October,  $6;  December,  $6.75  ?  A.  But  there 
was  very  little  coal  sold  at  any  advance  above  $6. 

Q.  The  prices  in  Buffalo  on  these  dates,  the  highest  prices,  were  $5,  $5.25,  $5.50, 
November  the  Ist,  $5.75,  and  December  1st,  $5.75,  and  10  cents  freight,  which  would 
make  $6.15.  Was  that  the  highest  price  in  Buffalo,  $6.15,  and  Toronto  $6.75  ?  A. 
In  Buffalo  no  coal  was  sold  in  advance.  Coal  was  sold  as  delivered,  and  not  as  in 
Toronto. 

Q.  Did  you  sell  coal  in  advance  all  summer  there  ?  A.  Well,  we  did,  to  a  cer- 
tain time. 
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Q.  You  had  a  rule  against  it  up  to  a  certain  time  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  So  you  didn't  sell  it  all  through  the  summer  for  future  delivery  ?  A.  All 
orders  taken  previous  to  the  Ist  of  July,  the  same  rule  applied,  but  the  bulk  of  the 
orders,  however,  were  taken  in  the  months  of  August  and  September ;  they  always 

The  Chairman : 

Q.  I  think  yon  are  spending  a  good  deal  of  time  explaining  and  you  don't  answer 
the  questions  you  should  answer. 

Witness. — I  will  explain  in  the  first  place 

The  Chairman.— You  will  allow  me  to  ask  questions  and  you  will  answer. 
There  are  other  witnesses  here  and  if  you  take  up  the  whole  time  of  the  Com- 
mittee  

Witness.— I  am  prepared  to  state  the  facts  in  this  connection  and  it  is  import- 
ant. The  matter  has  been  brought  up.  I  didn't  bring  it  up,  I  would  like  to  make 
an  explanation  in  this  case,  it  is  important  it  should  be  understood. 

The  Chairman. — You  will  answer  questions  now. 

Witness.— I  ask  the  Committee.  I  think  witnesses  should  have  some  rights 
before  the  Committee. 

The  Chairman. — I  think  we  have  dealt  fairly  and  honestly.  I  don't  think  you 
have  given  your  evidence  as  fairly  and  honestly  as  the  Committee  have  a  right  to 
expect. 

Mr.  Bain. — I  object  to  have  to  fight  every  statement  that  you  make. 
_  Witness.— If  the  Committee  will  allow  me  two  minutes  to  explain  that  matter 
I  will  put  it  straight.     It  is  very  important  I  should  have  an  opportunity  of  doing  it. 
I  am  referring  to  the  difi'erence  between  Bnfl'alo  prices  and  Toronto  prices. 

The  Chairman. — If  you  go  into  that.  I  have  the  vphole  statement  here  it  will 
take  all  the  next  two  hours. 

Mr.  GtJiLLET.— You  make  that  statement  afterwards  and  it  will  go  before  the 
Committee. 

Witness.— I  want  it  distinctly  understood  that  the  coal  in  Toronto  is  sold  at  one 
price  and  is  sold  throughout  the  year  at  one  price,  while  in  Bufl'alo  it  is  sold  at  the 
prevailing  prices  ;  and  the  avei  age  prices  in  Toronto  are  Jees,  the  difference  in  the  cost 
of  freight  taken  into  consideration,  than  the  average  prices  in  Buffalo. 
By  the  Chairman ; 

Q.  On  the  11th  of  Augutt,  1886,  there  was  a  meeting  of  the  Coal  Exchange  in 
Toronto.  Will  you  look  at  this  statement  here  and  see  how  much  money  has  been 
received  from  contiacts.  From  the  Toronto  Waterworks  how  much  money  did  you 
receive  on  the  11th  August,  1886,  or  how  much  did  the  Treasurer  receive  from  the 
Toronto  Waterworks  contract?  A.  That  was  explained  before  that  that  fine  of  Mr. 
Burns  was  allo'wed  to  be  put  as  a  premium  and  that  represents  that  fine. 

Q.  It  was  put  in  the  pool  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  From  the  Hospital  you  received  how  much  ?  A.  The  reason  that  that  was 
dore  was  that  as  large  a  proportion  of  that  fine  should  be  returned  to  Burns  as  possi- 
ble. 

Q.  The  Hospital  contract,  how  much  was  paid  ?    A.  $900. 

Q,  Knox  College  contract  ?    A.  $195.00. 

Q.  Local  Government  contract  ?    A.  $1,500. 

Q.  Who  got  that  contract  ?  A.  We  got  it.  I  said  that  yesterday.  I  do  not 
see  the  object  of  going  over  these  matters  over  and  over  again, 

Q.  This  money  was  divided  up  among  them  in  proportion  to  the  importation  of 
anthracite  coal  was  it  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  much  did  you  receive  yourself  ?  A.  I  could  not  say  from  memory,  I 
suppose  that  is  correct.  Our  tonnage  was  6,740  tons  and  according  to  this  we  re- 
ceived $896-31. 

Q.  Of  this  money?     -=  2'^  li at  money,  that  is,  what  we  received  back  out 
what  we  paid  in,  $1,500,  we  received  back  $896,31. 
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Q.  Yoa  paid  in  $1,500.  Did  you  get  any  other  contract  besides  the  Local 
Government?    A.  I  don't  think  so. 

Q.  You  said  a  lew  minutes  ago  that ? 

Witness. — If  you  will  allow  me — I  notice  in  the  report  of  my  evidence  before,  I 
think,  of  ilr.  Wood's  evidence,  that  the  amount  pat  down  for  the  Hospital  contract 
is  $2,550,  it  should  be  $325.     (It  was  explained  that  this  was  a  typographical  error.) 

Q.  This  was  in  1886.  In  1887  did  you  auction  any  contracts  for  public  institu- 
tions and  charitable  institutions  too  ?  A.  In  1887  the  contracts  for  public  institu- 
tions were  treated  in  the  same  way  as  in  1886.  In  most  cases  the  contracts  were 
pooled. 

Q.  They  were  sold  to  the  highest  bidder  7  A.  That  is  not  a  fair  way  of  putting 
it.  In  this  case  it  is  necessary  that  an  explanation  should  also  be  considered  in  con- 
nection with  it.     Id  is  not  a  fair  way  of  putting  it  to  say  that  they  were  sold. 

Q.  We  are  not  compelled  to  agree  with  you  in  endorsing  the  explanation  ?  A, 
It  is  not  a  fair  way  of  patting  it  as  if  they  were  sold. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  they  were  given  to  the  one  who  paid  the  highest  price? 
A.  To  the  one  who  gave  the  highest  premium. 

Q.  The  highest  premium  got  the  contract  ?  A.  In  all  cases  these  contracts  "were 
put  at  25  cams  or  more  or  less  per  ton  than  the  regular  prices. 

Q.  What  were  the  prices  fixed  last  year  for  the  waterworks  contract?  A.  I 
have  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  waterworks  contract  how  it  was  managed  last 
year  and  [  cannot  say  anything  more  about  it  than  I  said  in  my  first  examination. 

Q.  Who  got  the  contract  for  the  waterworks  in  1887  ?  A,  I  can  give  no  farther 
information  in  regard  to  the  waterworks  contract  than  I  gave  in  my  first  examination. 

Q.  What  did  you  say  then  ?  A.  I  said  I  didn't  know  personally  anything  about 
it.     1  gave  what  my  belief  was. 

Q.  What  were  the  prices  for  the  waterworks  contract?  What  were  the  prices 
agreed  on  to  be  asked?  A.  I  have  no  personal  knowledge,  I  am  not  responsible  for 
the  minutes.  You  have  the  minutes  here  and  I  think  it  is  exceedingly  unfair  that  I 
should  be  forced  to  read  these  minutes  for  which  I  am  not  responsible. 

Q.  You  are  a  member  of  the  association.  Your  memory  is  defective.  We  have 
a  number  of  contracts  we  want  to  ask  you  about,  the  Pablio  Schools,  Knox  College, 
and  the  Hospital  tenders.  Who  got  the  Hospital  tenders  in  1887  ?  A.  I  gave  you 
that  before.     We  got  it. 

Q.  For  how  much  ?     A.  $265  was  the  premium  which  we  paid. 

Q.  Who  got  the  Ontario  Government  contract  in  1887  ?  A.  I  think  the  Conger 
Coal  Company  got  it, 

Q.   Sore  ?     A.  1  think  so, 

Q.  Did  you  not  get  part  of  it  yourself  ?  A.  There  are  two  Ontario  Government 
contracts,  I  think  we  had  the  asylum  and  perhaps  one  other  institution. 

Q.  How  much  did  you  give  for  that  ?     A,  I  don't  remember, 

Q,  Just  look  here  and  refresh  your  memory,  how  much  did  yoa  give  for  it  ?  A. 
We  paid  in  $721,60  into  the  pool, 

Q.  Who  got  a  portion  of  the  Ontario  Government  contract,  who  got  the  other 
part?    A,  C,  J,  Smith. 

Q.  For  how  much?  A.  $677.  That  is  he  paid  $677  into  the  pool  and  we 
paid  $721  into  the  pool. 

Q.  You  said  yesterday  you  got  the  Ontario  Government  contract  for  $1,600, 
but  there  was  a  little  competition  ?  A.  That  was  in  1886.  That  was  the  other  con- 
tract.    That  was  the  contract  for   Government  House  and  the  Parliament  Buildings, 

Q.  The  Local  Government  contract  ?  A.  This  is  the  Local  Government  contract 
too,  but  it  is  for  other  institutions. 

Q.  You  see  you  paid  nearly  as  much  last  year  as  the  year  before,  it  comes  to 
$1,399.20  ?    A.  That  is  a  different  contract. 

Q.  Was  there  more  coal  in  this.     A.  Yes ;  a  good  deal  more  in  this, 

Q.  How  much  more?  A.  Well,  perhaps,  I  ought  not  to  say  that,  I  a-n  just 
speaking  roughly. 
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Q.  Tou  think  there  was  a  good  deal  more  coal  in  it  ?  A.  I  think  there  was  more 
coal.    I  know  the  competition  was  keen  in  both  these  cases. 

Q.  How  was  it  the  year  before?  The  contract  was  somewhere  between  2,500  and 
3,000  tons?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Tou  would  be  surprised  to  learn  that  it  was  between  2,500  and  3,000  tons  this 
year,  would  you  not  ?  A.  It  may  be,  but  in  this  case  there  was  heavy  competition  as 
well. 

Q.  What  were  the  prices  that  the  coal  was  to  be  changed  to  Knox  College  ?  A. 
In  this  case  I  see  the  price  was  jast  4 1  cents  per  ton,  which  is  only  one  cent  more  than 
the  item  of  general  expenses  alone  without  allowing  for  profits. 

Q.  Then  you  charge  that  to  them  at  41  cents  a  ton  and  give  41  cents  out  of  it 
awiy  to  somebody  else  ;  they  didn't  get  the  advantage  of  that  41  cents  ?  A.  I  don't 
know  that  they  would  have  had  any  less  price  if  this  hadn't  been  done  at  all.  This  is 
simply  an  arrangement  by  which  each  of  the  importers  gets  something  towards  his 
general  expenses.  It  is  simply  a  matter  of  internal  arrangement  and  the  prices  were 
as  low  as  would  warrant  it  at  the  prices  of  delivery. 

Q.  What  did  you  charge  to  Knox  College  in  18a7  ?     A.  That  is  the  fall  card  price. 
Q.  What  was  the  price  to  Public  Schools  ?     A.  That  was  just  the  same  as  for 
the  retail  trade. 

Q.  What  were  the  prices  fixed  for  the  hospital  ?  A.  They  were  25  cents  less 
that  the  current  rates. 

Q.  Why  was  Knox  College  put  at  the  full  card  price  ?  A.  Because  it  was  a  long 
liaul  and  the  cost  is  the  same. 

Q.  What  about  Public  Schools  ?  A.  The  tender  for  the  Public  Schools  was  open. 
The  coal  was  full  price  and  the  wood  was  left  open, 

Q.  Present  retail  prices  ?  A.  Yes.  The  cost  to  deliver  to  the  schools  is  about 
ithe  same  as  to  the  retail  trade. 

Q.  Then  there  was  the  Dominion  Government  contract,  who  got  that  ?  A.  I 
<sonld  not  say  from  memory, 

Q,  Just  look  at  page  76  ?  A.  That  was  at  26  cents  per  ton  less  than  the  retail 
price,  namely: — Stove  and  nut  $5.75,  egg  and  grate  $5.50,  soft  coal  85.25  per  ton, 

Q.  Who  got  the  contract  for  that?  A,  The  Conger  Coal  Company,  $610 
was  what  they  paid  into  the  pool, 

Q.  And  the  House  of  Industry  contract  ?  A.  That  has  all  been  gone  over  be- 
fore I  think.     I  do  not  see  the  object  of  going  into  again. 

Q.    Who  went  over  it  ?    A.    Mr.  Wood.     It  is  in  Mr.  Wood's  evidence. 
Q.   We  have  not  gone  over  the  half  of  it  before?     A,  "Eesolved  that  the  prices 
for  the  House  of  Industry  be  $5.75  per  net  ton  for  stove,  and  $5.5u  for  egg,  and  $5,25 
per  ton  for  soft  either  for  present  delivery  or  at  yard  during  winter," 
Q.  Who  got  that?     A,  John  Keith.     It  was  awarded  to  him. 
Q,  For  how  much?     A.  $160. 

Q.  And  the  profits,  how  were  they  divided  last  year?  Were  they  divided  last 
year  the  same  as  the  year  before  ?  A.  The  profits  were  divided  in  the  same  way 
with  the  exception  of  the  waterworks. 

Q.  And  the  city  contract,  what  were  the  prices  for  the  city  contract,  25  cents 
a  ton  less  than  the  retail  price?  A,  "Resolved  that  the  prices  be  left  open 
for  each  one  to  tender  .tt  any  price  they  may  choose,"  Toac  is  the  Parkdale  Water- 
works. "  Resolved  that  the  prices  be  left  open  for  each  one  to  tender  at  any  price 
they  may  choose." 

Q.  But  the  city  contract  ?    A.  The  prices  were  25  cents  less  than   the   current 

prices. 

Q.  Who  got  the  contract  for  that  ?  A.  That  is  something  I  do  not  know  any- 
thing about.  I  was  not  present  at  this  meeting  and  1  do  not  know  anything  about 
that,  u       r  T 

Q,  Who  got  the  contract  for  it  ?  A,  I  can  give  what  is  hearsay,  but  of  course  1 
have  no  personal  knowledge  of  it  all,  I  was  not  present  at  the  meeting  aod  cannot 
eay  anything  about  it. 
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Q.  Bat  these  are  the  minutes  and  are  correct  ?  A.  You  can  read  them  as  well 
as  I 

Q.  Who  got  the  contract  for  the  city  supply?    A.  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  anything  about  it  ?  A.  No ;  I^o  not  remember  who  was  to 
have  it.    1  had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

Q.  You  cannot  tell  who  got  the  city  contract  last  year,  who  was  supplying  the 
coal  for  the  city  oflSces?  A.  McConnell  was  the  party  who  got  the  contract.  I 
voted  myself  for  him  to  get  the  contract.  I  was  on  the  committee  in  the  City  Coun- 
cil which  awarded  him  the  contract. 

Q.  And  the  arrangement  that  was  made  ?  A.  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of 
what  was  agreed  upon  by  the  association. 

Q.  But  the  prices  stated  in  the  minutes?  A.  The  prices  were  25  cents  less  than 
the  current  prices .  His  tender  was  25  cents  more  for  anthracite  on  his  contract  for 
coal,  and  I  myself  awarded  him  the  contract,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  he  did  not  sup- 
ply the  coal  he  contracted  for,  and  the  city  would  have  been  better  off  if  they  had 
taken  the  association  contract.  I  remember  that  he  tendered  for  the  best  Briar  Hill 
coal  which  is  a  superior  coal  at  about  the  same  price  that  the  association  had  ten- 
dered for  the  medium  grade,  and  I  told  my  colleagues  of  the  committee  that  of 
course  the  coal  he  had  tendered  for  was  a  superior  coal,  and  on  that  account  he 
should  be  awarded  the  contract,  but  afterwards  it  was  ascertained  that  he  had  not 
supplied  the  coal  that  he  had  contracted  for,  in  fact  he  put  in  a  coal  inferior  to 
the  coal  which  would  have  been  supplied  by  the  association. 

Q.  What  coal  did  he  agree  to  supply  ?     A.  Briar  Hill  coal. 

Q.  Is  that  the  best  quality  ?  A.  The  best  quality  of  stove  coal,  a  higher  priced 
soft  coal.  There  are  other  coals  of  a  different  grade  that  are  sold  under  different 
name  of  the  same  or  equal  quality. 

Q.  You  spoke  about  celling  coal  for  future  delivery.  Had  they  permission  to 
sell  coal  for  iuture  delivery  during  the  whole  season  ?     A.  In  188Y  ? 

Q.  Yes  ?  A.  No ;  in  the  forepart  of  the  season  the  association  decided  that  coal 
should  not  be  eold  for  future  delivery  inasmuch  as  it  could  not  be  bought  in  that 
way  but  it  was  found  that  compelition  was  such  that  some  dealers  took  orders  and 
took  the  chance,  and  this  prevailed  to  such  an  extent  that  it  was  thrown  entirely 
open  and  everyoLe  was  allowed  to  sell  at  the  then  prices  for  delivery  at  any  time 
throughout  the  year  if  they  saw  fit  to  take  the  chances,  which  they  did. 

Q.  And  they  took  the  chances  'i  A.  Yes ;  and  the  bulk  of  the  coal  was  sold  at 
those  rates. 

Q.  When  was  that  resolution  come  to.  Had  you  anyone  hauled  up  for  making 
contracts  for  future  delivery  during  the  season?  A.  1  dare  say  there  may  have 
besL. 

Q.  But  were  there  any  hauled  up  ?  A.  I  have  no  recollection  of  anyone  being 
hauled  up.  I  attended  but  very  few  meetings  in  1887,  but  I  think  it  is  quite  possible 
that  there  may  have  been. 

Q.  I  see  a  resolution  here  with  reference  to  Thomas  McConnell  &  Co.  being 
still  in  default.  It  reads  :  "  The  secretary  was  instructed  to  notify  the  shippers  on 
the  other  side  that  this  firm  is  still  in  default  and  request  them  to  govern  themselves 
accordingly."  This  is  a  resolution  passed  by  the  association  of  which  you  are  a  mem- 
ber  ? 

Q.  Are  you  a  member  of  this  association  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  were  present  at  20  meetings  according  to  the  secretary's  minutes  ? 
A.  I  was  not  present  at  20  sittings, 

Q.  Do  you  swear  that  you  were  not  at  20  meetings?  A.  I  did  not  sit  through 
20  meetings.  I  may  have  called  at  the  door  and  asked  what  was  going  to  come  up 
and  then  went  away. 

Q.  The  secretary's  report  says  that  you  were  present  at  20  meetings.  How 
were  they  to  govern  themselves  accordingly?  A.  I  explained  in  my  first  examina- 
tion and  again  yesterday  that  the  association  on  the  other  side  sent  a  committee  to. 
Toronto  in  the  spring  of  1886, 
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Q.  Tou  explained  it  twice  ?  A.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  necessity  for  ask- 
ing it. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  governing  themselves  accordingly  ?  A.  I  suppose 
■that  means  their  original  action.  They  distinctly  told  us  that  they  would  not  supply 
any  dealer  who  would  not  go  into  this  association  and  who  did  not  abide  by  its  re- 
solutions.    We  were,  all  of  us,  compelled  in  that  way  to  join  the  association. 

Q.  The  meaning  of  this  was  that  they  were  not  to  sell  coal  to  McConnell  ?  A. 
To  carry  out  what  they  first  intended  to  do  when  they  first  came  to  Toronto. 

Q.  Does  it  mean  that  ?  A,  It  may  mean  that.  I  suppose  that  was  the  princi- 
pal intention  of  the  Committee. 

Q.  Now  all  those  tenders  that  were  received,  the  money  was  put  into  one  pool 
you  say  and  divided  among  what  class  ot  men  ?     A.  The  importers. 

Q.  The  importers  only?  A.  Yes;  because  they  are  the  only  men  who  have 
large  yards  and  much  expense,  and  the  intention  was  as  I  explained,  that  this  money 
should  go  towards  paying  their  general  expenses.  The  intention  was  that  the  con- 
tract should  pay  their  share  and  only  their  proper  share  of  this  office  and  yard  ex- 
penses. 

Q.  Tou  told  us  last  time  that  you  were  interested,  as  part  owner  of  a  coal  mine  ? 
A.  I  was  the  part  owner  originally  and  afterwards  the  exclusive  owner  of  a  bitumi- 
mous  coal  mine  in  Jefferson  County,  Pa.  and  operated  it  for  some  years. 

Q.  Are  you  the  owner  now?     A.  No  ;  I  sold  it. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  How  long  ago  ?     A .  Two  years  ago. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Are  you  interested  in  any  coal  mine  at  present  ?    A.  No, 

(I.  Tou  are  not  interested  in  any  coal  mine?     A.   No;  but  my  partner  is. 

Q.  But  you  have  no  interest  in  it  ?    A.  No. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  ; 

Q.  Are  you  a  partner  with  him  in  the  business  of  mining?    A.  No. 

Q.  Who  is  your  partner  ?    A.  Mr.  Dininny. 

Q.  He  is  a  partner  with  you  in  your  coal  business  in  Toronto  ?    A.  Tes. 

Q.  Do  you  get  much  of  your  coal  from  him  ?  A.  Last  year  we  did,  but  we 
•sometimes  bought  outside.  Last  year  we  bought  from  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  and 
Western  and  other  parties, 

Q.  About  how   much   did  you  get  from  your  partner  ?    A,  About  25,000  tons 

probably. 

Q.  Are  the  rates  the  same  ?  A.  That  is  going  into  a  private  matter.  As  I 
explained  before,  I  think  it  is  a  private  matter  which  I  do  not  think  I  should  be 
asked  about.  If  I  were  to  give  information  it  might  injure  our  business.  In  our 
business  wo  get  nothing  but  the  best  quality  of  coal  and  we  pay  the  highest  rates 
less  of  course  the  advantage  which  we  naturally  have  of  being  large  dealers  and  as 
being  able  to  pay  for  our  coal. 

Q.  Tou  sold  about  100,000  tons  last  year,  that  is  within  the  twelve  months  you 
sold  that  quantity?  A.  Tes.  Of  course  our  business  has  been  increasing  steadily 
every  year  sicce  we  first  started.  The  increase  last  year  over  the  previous  year  was 
20,000  tons.     I  think  we  handled  in  the  neighborhood  of  80,000  tons  during  1886. 

Q.  Tour  office  expenses  would  run  lower  than  a  dealer  who  sold  only  10,000  ? 
A.  Not  necessarily.  n    i,     • 

Q,  But  a  large  business  is  more  economically  managed  than  a  small  business? 
A.  It  depends  how  it  is  managed.  We  manage  our  business  very  systematically. 
We  keep  a  perfect  record  of  every  transaction  and  a  perfect  check  on  our  business 
throughout.  Now  some  gentlemen  conduct  their  business  without  that  system  and 
take  chances.  . 

Q.  Of  course  the  principle  holds  good  that  a  large  business  like  that  is  conducted 
on  a  smaller  percentage  than  a  smaller  business  ?  A.  No ;  not  if  the  small  business 
as  conducted  in  the  same  way. 
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By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.   You  stated  the  same  thing  before  about  this  Buffalo  and  New  York  ?    A.  I 
have  not  stated  this  before. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  The  insurance  men  are  waiting  here,  and  your  explanations  are  largely  re- 
petitions of  what  you  have  already  stated  ?  A.  Mr.  Chairman,  you  stated  some  time 
ago  that  I  was  subpoenaed  here  because  I  could  give  some  further  information,  and  I 
have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  giving  this  further  information  which  I  proposed  to 
give. 

Q.  You  have  been  here  for  two  days?  A.  Yes;  and  I  have  been  badgered  and 
cross-questioned 

Q.  You  have  no  right  to  say  that?    A.  I  think  I  am  quite  right  in  saying  that. 

Q.  I  think  we  have  been  quite  easy  with  you  ? 

Mr.  Bain. — I  would  like  to  see  the  man  who  would  not  call  it  badgering,  if  it 
was  not. 

Witness. — I  want  to  give  this  information,  because  it  is  important  that  it  should 
be  understood.  It  is  with  reference  to  anthracite  coal.  I  want  to  show  you  that 
there  are  different  qualities  of  anthracite  coal  which  come  to  all  these  markets. 

The  Chaikman. — Wait  a  moment.  This  is  simply  a  conversation,  the  reporter 
will  cease  writing. 


Michael  Dwan,  sworn. 
By  the  Chairman ; 

Q.  Give  your  name,  occupation  and  address?     A.  Michael  Dwan,  Coal  Dealer, 
78  Queen  Street  Bast,  Toronto 
By  Mr.  Guillet: 

Q.  Have  you  been  long  in  the  coal  business  ?  A.  Only  about  a  year  on  my  own 
account, 

Q.  You  were  not  in  business  a  year  ago  on  your  own  account  ?  A.  Not  a  year 
ago. 

Q .  You  were  carrying  on  business  in  Toronto  as  agent,  or  in  some  capacity  ? 
A,  I  have  been  connected  with  it  for  years,  but  I  commenced  last  year  on  my  own 
account. 

Q.  Tou  made  a  statement  to  one  of  the  Commercial  Agencies  in  February  last, 
did  you  not ;  29th  February,  1888  ?    A.  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  JJid  you  not  call  at  the  office  of  a  Commercial  Agency  in  Toronto,  and  make 
some  statement  with  regard  to  your  business  when  you  bought  out  Mr.  McConnell  ? 
A.  I  made  a  statement  with  regard  to  my  standing. 

Q.  You  remember  what  you  considered  your  coal  and  stock  and  plant  worth 
then  ?  A.  Well,  I  do  not  remember  exactly  what  I  did  tell  them,  but  at  the  time  I 
bought  out  McConnell,  his  place  was  very  small  and  he  had  no  stock  of  any  con- 
sequence.    I  bought  it  out  for  some  $600. 

Q.  You  had  some  plant  of  your  own  ?     A.  Not  at  that  time,  but  I  added. 

Q.  Was  that  your  full  capital  ?    A.  No. 

Q.  What  did  you  represent  your  full  capital  to  be  then  ?  A.  I  do  not  know  that 
I  represented  my  capital  to  the  Mercantile  Agency. 

Q.  Yon  made  a  statement  to  them  at  the  time,  February  the  29th,  1888  ?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  As  to  the  value  of  your  capital  and  plant  ?  A.I  think  I  stated  to  them  that 
I  was  worth  $10,000. 

Q.  Did  yon  state  that  you  were  then  worth  $3,000,  exclusive  of  your  wife's  pro- 
perty  ?  A.I  think  I  mentioned  to  them  that  I  had  horses,  carts  and  harness  which 
cost  me  $3,000. 

Q.  Excluding  stock  on  hand  ?  A.  I  do  not  think  I  made  any  such  statement  as  that. 

Q.  Yon  stated  when  yon  called  on  them  that  you  had  bought  out  Mr.  McConnell ;. 
that  he  had  only  a  small  stock,  but  now  you  have  10  carts  and  horses  and  other  equip- 
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mepts  which  cost  over  $3,000  ?  A.I  remember  calling  there  in  consequence  of  the 
rating  they  had  given  me.  The  Commercial  Agency  rated  me,  I  t  hink,  at  «5O0 
or  under. 

Q.  That  was  after  you  commenced  business,  after  buying  out  McConnell  ?  A. 
I  did  not  notice  the  rating  until  about  the  time  I  called  on  them  in  February,  a 
friend  having  called  my  attention  to  it.  I  called  on  the  Mercantile  Agency  and  they 
explained  then,  I  think,  that  they  had  given  me  the  rating  on  account  of  the  rate  of 
purchase  I  had  made  from  McConnell,  intending  to  make  enquiry  from  me  after- 
wards what  my  rating  was ;  but  they  did  not  happen  to  do  so  and  the  matter  got 
printed  in  the  book. 

Q.  Do  you  swear  that  yon  were  worth   $3,000,  in  your   own   right   when    you 
bought  out  McConnell  ?     A.  Yes,  and  more  too. 

Q.  That  was  less  than  a  year  ago;  last  June  ?     A.  Tes;  it  was  last  June. 
Q.  How  much  coal  have  you  sold  since  then  ?     A.   About  7,000  tons. 
Q.  You  are  now  worth  810,000,  you  claim?  A.  I  do  not  consider  I  made  it  out  of 
coal. 

Q.  Do  you   buy   your   coal   all   outside?     A.  Chiefly  in  the  city.     Some  from 
Bailey  &  Company,  some  from  Crane  and  some  from  Eay  &  Company. 

Q.  Tou  bought  principally  from  Bailey  ?  A.  Probably  moie  than  half;  the 
balance  from  the  other  two  parties. 

Q,  Have   you  a  yard  ?    A.  No  ;  I  do  not  deliver  it  from  my  yard.     I  deliver  it 
from  their  yard.     I  take  orders  and  deliver  it  from  their  yard. 
Q.  What  did  you  pay  for  it  ?     A,  It  averaged  me  $5. 

Q,  Your  retail  prices  were  the  same  as  theirs  ;  are  you  a  member  of  the  associa- 
tion ?    A.  Yes ;  I  could  not  sell  coal  without  being  so. 
Q.  You  sell  at  association  rates?     A.  Yes. 
Q.  Do  you  deliver  it  yourself?     A.  Yes,  I  deliver  it  myself. 
Q.  It  averaged  you  $5  ;  sometimes  less,  I  suppose  ?     A.  Yes ;    sometimes  less 
and  sometimes  more. 

Q.  What  was  the  average  retail  price  during  the  season  ?  A.  The  principal  part 
of  the  coal  was  sold  at  $6  per  ton . 

Q.  You  sold,  however,  at  the  association  rates  ?    A.  I  took  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  orders  at  $6,  to  be  delivered  from  time  to  time  during  the  winter. 
Q.  When  did  yon  take  those  ?     A.  During  the  early  part  of  the  year. 
Q.  Any   before   July?     A.  I  do   not   remember   what  time  the    association 
allowed  parties  to  take  orders  for  future  delivery. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  In  the  early  part  of  the  season  they  did  not  allow  that  ?    A .  No  ;  but  I  think 
it  was  after  July . 

By  Mr.  Quillet: 
Q.  You  w«uld  not  take  it  after  July  at  these  prices.     You  would  take  orders 
for  delivery  in  August,  or  if  you  were  selling  in  August  for  delivery  in  the  future, 
association  prices  would  govern  ?     A.   Yes. 

Q.  How  much  was  the  price  in  August  ?  A.  I  really  do  not  remember  what 
the  price  was  in  August.  Not  being  an  importer,  I  do  not  know. 
By  the  Ohairman : 
Q.  In  August  the  selling  price  was  $6.  The  next  price  was  given  in  October. 
It  was  $6  in  both  cases.  You  say  you  were  selling  for  future  delivery  and  that  after 
a  certain  period  it  was  not  objected  to.  Do  you  remember  putting  an  advertisement 
in  the  paper  offering  to  take  orders  for  future  delivery  in  July  or  thereabouts? 
Have  you  any  recollection  of  it  ?    A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  see  here  in  the  minutes  the  following: — "  Mr.  Dwan's  advertisement.  Tha 
secretary  submitted  a  copy  of  an  advertisement  to  which  his  attention  had  been 
called  in  which  Mr.  Dwan  offered  to  take  orders  to  be  delivered  during  the  winter. 
The  secretary  was  instructed  to  notify  Mr.  Dwan  to  withdraw  that  portion  of  the 
advertisement  immediately  as  it  is  against  the  rules.  (Exhibit  34a).  You  with» 
drew  that  advertisement,  did  you  7    A.  Yes. 
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By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  What  other  business  have  you  ?    A.  Wood  business  as  well  as  coal. 

Q.  Priues  are  regulated  for  wood  by  the  association?  A.  Not  altogether.  Pro- 
bably they  might  be  fixed  but  not  so  binding  as  coal. 

Q.  Were  you  interfered  with,  or  did  you  attempt  to  sell  coal  for  future  delivery 
after  that?    A.  Not  until  we  had  permission  from  the  exchange. 

Q.  When  was  that  promise  given  ?     A.  1  do  not  remember  exactly  when  it  was. 

Q.  In  August  ?     A.I  would  not  be  certain,  I  think  it  was. 

Q.  I  see  that  a  Mr.  Daniels  was  charged  before  the  association.  "  A  charge 
was  brought  against  Mr.  Daniels  for  selling,"  &c.,  &c.  (Exhibit  34a.)  That  was 
against  the  rules  to  sell  for  future  delivery  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  was  done  with  Mr.  Daniels  ?  A.  I  do  not  know.  I  only  attended  two 
meetings. 

Q.  You  wore  not  a  member  of  the  Executive  ?    A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  get  any  share  of  the  profits  realized  from  the  sale  of  these  tenders  ? 
A.  No. 

Q.  Except  that  your  share  of  the  insurance  or  gratuity  was  paid  out  of  that  fund 
by  the  Board  of  Trade  ?     A.  I  am  not  insured. 

Q.   You  receive  no  benefit  then  in  any  way  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  Your  business  has  been  fairly  prosperous  during  the  year  ?  A.  Yes  ;  fairly 
prosperous. 

Q.  You  say  you  have  not  imported  any;  you  bought  from  the  importers  ? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  are  not  in  as  favorable  a  position  as  those  who  import — import  to  sell 
again  ?     A.I  suppose  in  fact  the  small  quantity  I  handle  would  account  for  that. 

Q.  You  succeeded  Mr.  McConnell  ?     A.  Yes. 

Mr.  EoGEES. — I  would  like  to  ask  whether  the  importers  have  the  largest  profit 
or  the  retailers  ? 

Witness. — I  think  I  can  buy  from  the  importer  just  as  cheap  as  I  can  import 
myself. 

Q.  You  have  not  had  experience  in  importing  ?    A.  I  was  engaged  in  the  coal 
business  years  ago,     I  have  had  considerable  experience. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  WentworIK)  : 

Q.  Were  you  in  the  coal  business  with  anybody  else  ?  A.  I  was  employed  by 
others. 


House  of  Commons,  Ottawa,  27th  April,  1888. 

The  Committee  on  alleged  Trade  Combinations  met  this  morning;  Mr.  Wallace 
in  the  chair. 

WiLMOT  D.  Matthews,  grain  dealer,  of  Toronto,  sworn  : 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  are  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  at  Toronto  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  There  are  sections  of  that  Board,  are  there  not  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q   Has  your  Board  of  Trade  any  special  control  over  these  sections  in  any  way  1 
^t  X  es. 

Q.  What  control  have  they  ?    A.  The  by-laws  and  rules  under  which  they  work 
are  subject  to  the  approval  and  dictation  of  the  Council  of  the  Board. 

Q.  All  the  by-laws  that  they  pass  and  their  constitution  ?    A.  Yes ;  and  their 
constitution. 

Q.  Are  they  submitted  to  the  Council  for  its  approval  ?    A.  Yes,  they  are  sub- 
mitted for  the  approval  of  the  Council. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  the  constitution  and  by-laws  of  the  coal  section  of  the  Board  ? 
A.  Yes. 

Q,  Did  you  read  them  over  ?    A.  I  have. 
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Q.  Do  the  Council  of  the  Board  of  Trade  approve  of  the  oath  to  be  givea  to  the 
members  of  the  Coal  Exchange?     A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  submitted  to  them  for  their  approval  ?    A.  No. 
Q.  Had  you  Been  the  oath  ?     A.  I  had  not  seen  it  until  your  Committee  met. 
Q.  Had  you  seen  it  before  the  proceedings  of  this  Committee  ?     A.  No. 
Q.  Did  you  know  that  there  was  a  further  oath  which  the  employees  were  com- 
pelled to  take  against  their  will  ?     A .  No. 

Q.  Compelling  a  man  to  swear  against  his  will  ?    A.  No. 

Q.  I  have  here  a  certified  copy  of  the  minutes  of  the  Toronto  section  of  the  Coal 
Exchange.  Now  just  turn  to  page  13  and  see  what  that  says  about  a  special  meeting 
called  to  take  the  affidavits  of  members.     Do  you  see  that  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  a  certified  copy  of  the  minutes.  What  does  it  say  there  ?  (Exhibit 
34.)  A.  "That  $5  per  member  be  paid  out  of  the  fund  of  the  Coal  Exchange 
Branch  as  initiation  fee  for  the  gratuity  scheme  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  After  some 
discussion  the  motion  was  withdrawn." 

Q.  Taking  the  affidavits  of  the  members  ?  A.  That  is  about  the  initiation  fee 
for  the  gratuity  scheme. 

Q.  Turn  to  pages  15  and  16  ?  (Exhibit  34.)  A.  "  Eesolved  that  the  salesmen 
be  requested  to  attend  a  special  meeting  to  be  held  on  Thursday,  '^9th  inst.,  at  four 
o'clock,  to  sign  an  affidavit  relative  to  past  and  future,  beginning  ist  May  last.  The 
affidavit  to  be  prepared  by  the  solicitor  in  the  meantime  and  printed." 

Q.  That  affidavit  is  to  refer  not  only  to  his  future  conduct,  but  to  his  past  con- 
duct.  What  do  you  think  of  that  resolution  ?  Yon  say  these  were  never  submitted 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  ?     A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  [  see  that  this  statutory  declaration  is  for  the  members  and  that  they   have 
one  altered  to  suit  the  salesmen  ?     A.  I  see  that  it  shows  that.     It  is  under  a   special 
rale  of  their  branch.     The  others  were  called  the  rules  and  bylaws. 
Q.  There  is  a  constitution  first  ?     A.  Yes. 
Q.  Comprising  14  articles  and  nine  by-laws  7     A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  then  there  are  the  special  rules  ?  A,  These  special  rules  have  not  been 
submitted  to  the  Board  for  approval. 

Q   The  special  rules  have  not  but  the  by-laws  have  ?    A.  Yes. 
Q.  Those  special  rules,  had  you  seen  those  special  rules  before  ?     A,  No,  sir. 
Q.  But  had  you  i-een  this  book?     (Exhibit  346).     A.  No ;  this  is  the  only  booic 
I  have  ever  seen,  the  one  that  I  brought  with  me.     (Exhibit  33.) 

Q.  What  one  is  that  ?  A.  There  is  no  date  upon  it,  but  it  says  "  Constitution 
and  By-laws  of  the  Coal  Trade  Branch  of  the  Toronto  Board  of  Trade."    The  by-laws 

are  at  the  end.  .        r  t_     d      a    f^ 

Q.  When  did  you  get  this  ?    A.  That  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the  Board  ot 

Trade  since  the  constitution  and  by-laws  were  confirmed.  ,  rr,    ^     t^        u 

Q,  When  were  these  confirmed  ?     A.  At  the  time  that  the  Coal  Trade  branch 

was  formed. 

Q.  That  was  in  1886?     A.    Yes ;  about  two  years  ago. 

Q.  And  they  furnished  you  with  this.  In  this  copy  that  this  Committee  have 
been  furnished  with,  it  states  that  the  amount  that  shall  be  paid  as  an  initiation  foe 
shall  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars,  bat  the  "  one  hundrad  and  is 
struck  out,  leaving  it  that  the  initiation  tee  shall  not  exceed  $Z0  (Exhibit  346),  but 
in  yours  it  says  that^the  amount  of  the  initiation  fee  shall  not  exceed  ^^OO.  (Lxh^bit 
33)  That  does  not  agree.  Mine  says  $100  and  $20,  but  this  one  says  8100.  Now 
this  one  you  have  been  furnished  with  (Exhibit  33),  and  which  your  Board  approved 
of  as  the  constitution  and  rules  of  the  Coal  Trade  Branch  the  constitution  includes  13 
articles,  while  the  one  that  I  have  been  famished  with  (B^bibit  346),  has  U,  but 
the  special  rules  are  not  in  yours  (Exhibit  33)  at  all,  ^i^d  they  are  really  the  m- 
portant  part  of  it  as  you  will  see,  more  particularly  special  rule  No.  1.     (tixUiDit 

346  ^  ?     A    Yes 

Q.  You  had" not  seen  that  before  ?    A.  No ;   I  have  not  read  this  over. 

3—20 
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Q.  That  was  deposited  with  me  by  Mr.  Wood?  (Exhibit  346.)  A.  Yes;  1 
see  it  18  under  the  heading  of  special  rules.  It  is  probably  for  the  guidance  of  their 
own  trade  section. 

Q.  But  the  whole  of  their  by-laws  is  for  the  guidance  of  their  trade  section  ? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  But  the  most  important  thing  for  the  guidance  of  the  coal  trade  section  are 
the  special  rales  which  they  did  not  submit  to  yoii  and  which  they  wished  to  be 
bound  by?     A.   Yes. 

Q.  The  chairman  himself  signed  the  aflSiavit,  relative  to  past  and  future  ?  A. 
I  saw  that. 

Q.  And  I  have  the  affidavit  here  which  I  do  not  think  the  members  of  the 
Committee  have  heard.  We  had  it  before  the  Committee  but  I  do  not  think  tbe 
members  have  heard  it  read.  This  is  the  affidavit  to  be  made  by  the  salesmen.  It 
is  like  the  affidavit  to  be  made  by  the  employer  in  some  respects,  and  then  it  goes 
on  to  say.  It  was  to  be  relative  to  the  past  and  to  the  future.  It  says: — "Audi 
do  further  solemnly  declare  that  I  have  in  the  coarse  of  my  said  employmeat  since 
the  first  day  of  May  last,  and  at  all  other  times  with  reference  to  this  year's  busi- 
ness, truly,  faithfully  and  honestly  observed,  performed  and  kept  the  said  provisions 
and  terms  of  the  said  constitution,  by-laws  and  special  rules  of  the  said  branch,  and 
that  I  have  not  since  the  said  date  or  with  reference  to  the  present  year's  business 
committed  or  attempted  to  commit  or  induced  others  on  my  behalf  or  on  behalf  of 
my  said  employer,  or  on  behalf  of  any  person,  firm  or  corporation,  to  com.mit  or 
attempt  to  commit  any  secret  or  other  evasion  or  violation  thereof."  That  was 
passed  in  July  and  referred  to  their  previous  conduct  for  three  months,  May,  June 
and  July  ?     A.  i5aoh  one  could  have  refused  to  take  that  affidavit. 

Q.  No  ?  A.  These  special  rules  (Exhibit  346)  are  ultra  vires  according  to  their 
constitution, 

Q.  Yes,  but  the  salesman  does  not  know  their  constitution;  the  salesman  is  not 
a  member  of  their  association,  and  he  does  not  know.  He  has  not  a  copy  of  this. 
The  resolution  says  (Exhibit  34a.)  the  date  of  the  meeting  being  the  27tih  of  July, 
1886  :  "  Resolved  that  the  salesmen  be  requested  to  attend  a  special  meeting  to  be 
held  on  Thursday,  the  29th  inst.,  at  four  o'clock,  to  sign  an  affilavit  relative  to  past 
and  future,  beginning  first  May  last.  The  affidavit  to  be  prepared  by  the  solicitor  in 
the  meantime  and  printed."  Now  we  will  turn  to  the  29th,  where  it  is  stated : 
"  The  agents  were  present  relative  to  the  signing  of  the  affidavits  and  the  following 
refused  to  sign  in  the  meantime:  Breckenridge  (S.  Crane  &  Co.),  Gr.  Whiton 
(Conger  &  Co.),  Knight  (P.  Burns)." 

"  Moved  by  Mr.  Eogers,  seconded  by  Mr.  McGrill,  and  resolved,— That  a  form  of 
affidavit  relative  to  past  business  be  prepared  by  the  solicitor  for  signatures  of  the 
principal,  and  that  any  members  who  refuse  to  take  the  affidavit  already  prepared 
by  Monday  next,  2nd  August,  be  declared  in  default."  We  are  informed,  in  fact  we 
know,  that  some  of  those  whose  names  are  mentioned,  and  who  refused  to  sign  at 
the  first— Mr.  Breckenridge,  for  instance,  refused  to  sign,  he  objected  to  sign— but 
afterwards  he  signed.  Then  further  it  was  resolved  (ffixhibit  34ci)  on  the  30th  of 
July,  that, — "  Ten  days  from  date  be  allowed  to  make  necessary  changes  to  comply 
with  the  above,  and  the  secretary  gives  notice  to  all  dealers  at  once,  riesolved  that 
dealers  have  all  salesmen  swear  their  affidavits  and  have  them  ready  by  Monday 
night,  2nd  August,  according  to  printed  forms,  and  that  the  affidavits  of  principals 
be  in  at  the  same  time."  There  was  no  discretion  left  with  the  salesmen.  His 
employer  must  get  him  to  swear  whether  he  wanted  to  Or  not.  The  affidavits  must 
be  got  as  to  the  past,  and  as  to  the  future  conduct  that  is  an  entirely  different  matter, 
but  as  to  their  past  sales,— you  do  not  know  anything  of  these  affidavits?  A.  I  have 
heard  of  them  lately. 

Q.  Bat  not  as  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  You  were  a  member  of  the  Council  before  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  were  vice-president  ?    A.  Yes. 
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Q.  And  were  taking  an  active  part  la  the  working  of  the  Board  of  Trade  ?     A. 
Yes. 

Q,  The  affidavits  required  to  be  taken  not  only  by  the  members  of  the  associa- 
tion, who  voluntarily  became  members,  but  by  their  servants,  the  men  who  were 
working  for  them,  and  those  affidavits  referred  tj  the  past  transactions  of  three 
months,  and  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  states  that  none  of  these  things  were 
done  with  the  approval  or  knowledge  of  the  Board  ?  A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q .  This  is  the  action  of  the  coal  section  ?  A.  The  special  rules  are  not  in  the 
-constitution  and  by-laws. 

Q.  They  are  supposed  to  make  them  separately?    A,  They    have   made   them 
separately  J 

By  the  Chairman  .• 
Q.  What  is  the  difference  between  the  special  rules  and  the  by-laws  ?     A.  One 
is  lawful  and  the  other  is  not, 

Q,  Why  is  one  lawful  and  the  other  not  ?    A    They  have  no  right    to  expel  a 
member  by  a  special  rule. 

Q.  But  they  have  expelled  members?     A.  Bat  they  have  no  right  to. 

Q.  In  passing  those  special  rules  they  have  exceeded  their  powers  ?     A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 
Q.  They  have  violated  the  general  rules  of  the  Bjard  of  Trade?     A.  They   are 
not  allowed  to  work  under  any  by-laws  withoat  the  consent  of  the   Oounoil   of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  or  to  have  any  by-laws  without  the  consent  of  the  Council. 

Q.  I  understand  that  these  rules  are  ultra  vires,  that  they  are  not  binding  on  any 
of  the  members  bat  are  they  a  breach  of  the  rales  of  the  Board  of  Trade?    A.  Yes  ; 
because  the  constitution  provides  that  they  shall  not  amend  or  add   to  the   by  laws 
withoat  the  permission  or  approval  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
•     Q.  Without  the  permission  of  the  Board  of  Trade?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Is  there  no  coarse  of  action  which  the  Board  of  Trade  is  req^uired  to  take   or 

should  take  when  a  branch  violates  the  rules  in  that  way?     A.  If  it  comes   to   their 

knowledge  and  objection  is  made  to  the  work  of  the  branch  in  any  particular,   the 

matter  may  be  referred  to  the  Council  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  then  investigated. 

Q.  You  have  power  to  deal  with  it  ?     A.  Yes 

Q.  In  what  way  would  you  do  it  ?  A-  Well,  the  section  is  formed  and  can  be 
discontinued  at  anytime  if  the  Council  make  a  deliverance  thereon  and  their  deliver- 
ance is  approved  by  the  general  board 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  ?  Do  you  mean  that  it  could  be  dissolved  ?  A.  Yes  ;  it 
could  be  dissolved. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (^Wentworth): 
Q.  That  is  that  they  would  simply  cease  to  be  affiliated  with  the  general  board  ? 
A.  They  hold  their  charter  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  general  board. 

Q.  I  suppose  that  is  really  the  only  penalty  you  could  impose?     A.  Yes. 
Q.  Have  you  had  any  occasion  to  deal  in  that  way  with  any  of  your  branches  ? 
A..  No. 

Q.  There  are  several  other  sections  connected  with  the  Board?  A.  Yes;  we 
liave  seven  sections  connected  with  our  Board. 
By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  Article  five  of  the  constitution  of  the  Board  of  Trade  says :  "  It  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Executive  Committee  to  paas  such  special  rules  and  resolutions  as  may, 
from  time  to  time,  be  deemed  necessary  in  the  interest  of  the  trade."  How  do  you 
make  out  that  these  special  rules  they  have  passed  are  ultra  vires  ?  A.  The  rule  on 
that  is  that  the  constitution  or  by-laws  of  the  Branch  shall  be  amended,  but  such 
alteration  to  the  constitution  or  by-laws  must  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
the  Council  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Q.  I   eee  that  is  article   12?     (Exhibit  346,)"    A.  It   is   article   11  in  mine. 
(Exhibit  33.)    It  reads  :  "  The  constitution  may  be  altered  or  amended  at  any  of  the 
Executive  Committee  meetings  on  notice  to  that  effect  having  been  given  at  a  previous 
3-20^ 
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meeticg,  such  alteration  or  amendment  to  the  constitution  or  by-laws   being   subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  Council  of  the  Board  of  Trade." 

Q.  Have  you  article  5  ?  "It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Executive  Committee  to 
pass  such  special  rules  and  resolutions  as  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  deemed  neces- 
sary  in  the  interest  of  the  trade  (Exhibit  346.),"  and  they  have  passed  these  special 
rules.  The  special  rules  and  by-laws  are  precisely  the  same  thing  under  two  different 
names?  A,  Tes,  I  suppose  so.  Bale  5  in  my  book  (Exhibit  33)  says:  "It  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Executive  Committee  further  to  fix  the  prices  for  coal  and  change 
the  same,  from  time  to  time,  as  in  their  judgment  the  best  interests  of  the  trade 
demands,  and  to  instruct  the  Secretary  to  notify  all  members  of  the  Branch  promptly 
of  such  action,  and  the  price  so  fixed  shall  be  the  price  at  which  coal  shall  be  sold  by 
all  the  members  of  this  Branch,  and  not  otherwise,  and  the  Executive  Committee 
comes  under  the  obligation  of  submitting  at  any  time  at  the  request  of  the  Council 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  lor  its  consideration,  a  statement  showing  the  percentage  of 
profit  being  made  by  members  of  the  Branch,  and  the  Council  may  make  a  deliverance 
thereon," 

Q.  That  is  the  same  as  article  6  in   my  book  (Exhibit  34b).     By  this  article  5 
then  they  have  the  power  to  pass  special  rules  and  regulations  as  they  may  think 
proper  in  the  interests  of  the  trade.     This  article  5  (Exhibit  346.)   is  left  out  of  the 
constitution  (Exhibit  33)  that  is  submitted  by  you  ?     A.  It  would  appear  so. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  The  article  is :  "  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Executive  Committee  to  pass 
such  special  lules  or  resolutions  as  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  deemed  necessary  in 
the  interest  of  the  trade."  And  therefore,  they  have  passed  these  special  rules  and 
have  not  put  them  in  the  book  which  they  furnished  to  the  Board  of  Trsde,  and  these 
are  the  important  ones  regulating  the  buying  and  selling  of  coal  and  the  affidavit  to 
be  made?    A.  Is  rule  11  embodied  in  that  book  ? 

Q.  Yes;  rule  11  is  the  same  as  rule  12  ?  A.  1  was  astonished  to  see  that  the 
special  rules  or  by-laws  are  not  in  this  book  (Exhibit  33)  which  I  have  in  my 
possession . 

By  Mr.  Guillet: 

Q.  When  did  jou  become  aware  that  they  were  taking  these  extraordinary 
powers?     A.  Mr.  Wallace  was  the  first  to  mention  it  to  me. 

Q.  What  action  has  your  Board  taken  ?  A.  Well,  we  discussed  the  matter  in 
Council  and  decided  to  leave  the  matter  in  abeyance  until  you  finished  your  enquiry. 

Q.  Then  I  suppose  the  rules  are  still  in  operation?     A.   According  to  the  con- 
stitution  we  don't  recognize  them,  they  are  ultra  vires.     We  have  never  allowed 
them  to  pass  these  special  rules. 
By  the  Chairman  . 

Q.  That  includes  affidavits  ? 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  Were  any  by-laws  made  providing  for  expulsion  ?     A.  Never  any. 

Q.  Expulsion  was  carried  into  effect  in  some  cases?  A.   Not  that  I  am  aware  oft 

Q.  Ob,  yes;  Mr.  McConnell  was  expelled  and  reinstated,  and  then  expelled, 
according  to  the  evidence  of  Eogers,  and  you  never  heard  of  it  ?  A.  No,  sir.  Ho 
has  never  made  any  application  to  the  Council.  He  has  the  right  of  appeal  from 
the  Branch  to  the  Council  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  the  decision  of  the  Council  as  t© 
whether  he  has  been  expelled  shall  be  final.    It  overrides  the  section 

Q.  What  clause  is  that  ?    A.  Eule  13. 
By  Air.  Guillet  : 

Q.  Of  course  these  are  ultra  vires  ?     A.  Yes, 

Q.  You  have  a  Grain  Section  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  of  course  ?     A,  Yes. 

Q,  And  there  are   certain  standards  adopted  by  the  Board  by  which  grain  ia 
valued?    A.  Yes.  ° 

Q.  The  standard  of  Manitoba  grain  is  fixed   by  the  Government?     A,    The 
standard  for  all  grain  is  fixed  under  the  inspection  law. 

Q.  Including  barley  ?    A.  Yes. 
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Q.  In  so  far  as  your  American  market  is  concerned,  how  is  the  standard  value 
there  regulated  ?  A.  By  their  own  grades  or  our  grades.  Our  grades  are  usually 
taken  there. 

Q  They  have  no  standard  adopted?  A.  They  have  in  their  different  cities. 
They  have  no  general  inspection  laws  as  they  have  in  Canada. 

Q.   Do  you  obtain  standards  from  them?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Have  you  any  voice  in  the  selection  or  regulation  of  these  standards  ?  A.  No. 

Q.  You  are  a  large  buyer  of  barley,  I  believe?     A.   Yes. 

Q.  How  does  the  price  of  Canadian  barley  compare  as  a  rule  with  the  price  in 
the  English  market  ?  A.  Oh,  well,  the  variety  of  barley  grown  in  Canada  is  entirely 
different  from  the  barley  grown  and  used  in  England.  They  use  what  they  call  the 
sugar  ear  barley,  and  our  barley  would  be  unsaleable. 

Q.  The  same  as  the  American  barley  ?  A,  Our  barley  is  more  adapted  for 
liquor  and  light  ales,  and  in  England  it  is  the  heavy  ales  that  are  got  from  English 
barley. 

Q.  I  suppose  there  is  no  barley  practically  shipped  to  the  English  market  of  late 
years  ?     A.  Very  exceptionally. 

Q.  There  was  a  few  years  ago?  A.  Yes  ;  but  the  attempt  to  do  business  there 
has  never  been  satisfactory. 

Q.  n  the  quality  was  satisfactory  would  the  price  allow  shipment?  A.  No; 
•we  have  once  or  twice  made  shipments  there,  but  it  has  always  been  at  a  loss. 

Q.  It  is  not  likely  ever  to  offer  as  a  field?  A.  No;  I  don't  think  it,  we  have 
always  found  the  American  market  more  agreeable,  very  near  at  home  and  more 
easily  handled. 

By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  How  has  the  relation  of  the  prices  in  Canada  to  the  English  markets 
assumed  ?  A .  Our  prices  do  not  admit  of  exportation,  so  they  ir.ust  be  higher 
relatively  here  than  there. 

Q.  Do  you  meet  the  American  representatives  on  the  other  side  or  do  they 
come  to  yoQ  to  regulate  the  price  ?     A.  To  regulate  the  price  ? 

Q.  Yes?    A.  We  meet  them  to  make  sales.     There  is  no  regulation  of  prices. 

■Q.  Have  you  any  association  in  connection  with  that?     A.  None. 

Q.  None  whatever  ?     A.   Oh,  no. 

Q.  You  don't  go  there  before  the  barley  season  commences  to  arrange  with 
reference  to  the  market  ?     A.  It  would  be  impossible. 

Q.  Have  you  any  arrangement  to  control  the  barley  trade  in  any  one  section  of 
the  country  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  There  is  no  ring  then  in  barley  buying  ?     A.  I  have  never  found  it. 

Q.  In  reference  to  buying,  you  have  several  buyers  sometimes  in  one  town  and 
in  one  locality  ?  A.  No;  not  in  one  town.  We  have  in  some  sections,  different 
cities. 

Q.  For  instance  you  buy  I  suppose  in  the  central  part  of  Ontario?  A.  From 
what  points,  Toronto  ?  o     a    v 

Q.  Yes;  Toronto  as  far  east  as  Peterborough  and  north  and  west  ?  A.  Yes  ;  we 
buy  a  very  large  quantity  of  barley  in  that  section. 

Q.  Practically  you  govern  the  prices  in  that  section  ?    A.  No. 

Q.  Have  you  competitors  ?  A.  We  may  govern  I  he  prices  from  the  fact  that 
we  buy  a  large  quantity  of  barley  and  our  prices  will  govern  what  the  others  will 
pay  in  that  sense. 

Q.  Yon  have  large  competitors?     A.  Yes ;  large  competitors. 

Q.  Who  are  the  competitors  in  that  market  ?  A.  There  is  Dandas  and  Flavelle 
of  Lindsay. 

Q.  Are  they  not  your  agents  ?    A .  No. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Do  they  sell  to  you  ?     A.  Not  very  often  ;  occasionally. 

Q.  Do  they  consult  with  you  about  prices  ?    A.  Ob,  no. 
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Q.  There  is  no  arrangeiEent  made  by  local  buyers  by  which  they  agree  to  pay 
the  same  price?  A.  They  may  occasionally  come  to  terms  as  to  what  they  shall  do, 
but  we  have  never  found  it  to  woik  very  long.  Probably  they  get  into  ill-temper  or 
bad  feeling  owing  to  some  little  aispute  and  that  dispute  is  settled,  but  there  is  no 
combination. 

Q.  There  is  no  pooling  of  the  receipts  ?    A.   There  is  no  pooling  of  the  receipts. 
Q.  Or  profits?     A.   No. 

By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  Any  division  as  to  territory  for  doing  their  work  ?     A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 
.  Sometimes  one  grain  man  will  take  a  joint  account  with  another  in  a  particular  trans- 
action but  beyond  that  there  is  no  further  connection. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 
Q.  01  course  we  get  a  great  variety  of  information  before  this  committee  appar- 
ently from  reliable  source.     For  instance  this  statement — that  there   are   leading 
barley  buyers  who  combine  together  in  Toronto  and  these  men  meet  the  representa- 
tives from  the  United  States   and  settle  upon  the  price   to  be  struck    and  details  are 
arranged  generally  ?     A.  I  don't  know  it;  if  it  is  true  we  are  not  included  in  it. 
The  Chairman — It  says  meeting  in  the  fall  there. 
Mr.  GrUiLLET — Yes;  or  before  the  barley  season  commerces. 
Witness— I  don't  think  it  has  ever  been  done.     I  don't  think  it  could  be  done 
without  my  knowing  it. 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  You  have  no  knowledge  of  it  ? 

Q.  Do  you  make  an  arrangement  to  sell  your  barley  before  you  purchase  it  ? 
A.  Not  as  a  rule. 

Q.  Are  you  interested  in  malting  houses  in  the  United  States?    A.  Yes. 
Q.  Whertabouts?     A.  At  Legroy  and  Utica. 
Q.  Boih  in  the  State  of  New  York  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  -Do  you  send  your  barley  there  to  be  malted  ?  A .  What  we  require  for  that 
purpose. 

Q.  What  is  the  capacity  of  these?  A.  We  malt  about  600,000  to  700,000 
bushels. 

Q.  In  the  two  places?     A.  Yes. 
Q.  These  are  the  capacities  of  the  houses  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  sell  this  malt  to  the  American  brewers  ?  A.  To  the  American  con- 
eumers,  yes. 

Q.  Do  you  ever  pay  a  special  tax  to  raise  any  special  fund  over   thei'e  for  legis- 
lative puryotes  ?     A.  Occasionally.     I   do   not  know  what  it   is  used  for;  it  is  for 
general  expenfes  for  trade  interests. 
By  Mr.  Bain  : 
Q,  I  suppose  that  is  practically  an  association  amongst  the  maltsters?    A.  There 
are  the  brewers  and  maltsters. 

Q.  Have  you  a  brewers'  and  maltsters'  association  over  there  ?  Are  you  a  mem- 
ber of  the  brewers'  and  maltsters'  association  over  there  ?     A.   No. 

Q.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  firm  ?  A.  My  father  was,  and  he  died  about  a 
month  ago. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Is  this  an  ordinary  yearly  tax  you  pay  ?     A.  No. 
Q.  Just  a  special  tax  for  special  occasions  ?    A.   Yes. 
Q.   Is  it  quite  a  large  amount  assessed  on  you  ?    A.   No. 
Q.  It  is  a  pretty  large  association  ?    A.   Yes. 

Q.  Money  gpent  in  Washington  ?     A.I  could  not  (ell  vcnwhcre  it  was  tpent 

It  is  under  the  contiol  of  the  Executive.  "  i^^^^ 

Q.   Does  that  Executive  include  the  whole  of  the  United  States  or  the  State  of 

JNew  York  only?    A.   There  is  a  national  association  as  well  as  a  state  association. 

Q.    This  Executive  is  a  national  asEOciation  ?     A.   Yes;  a  national  associption. 
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Q.  Then  do  you  take  pat  t  in  regulating  the  prices  ?  You  say  there  is  an 
association  of  maltsters  there,  they  are  the  men  who  buy  the  Canadian  barley  ?  A. 
The  maltsters  and  brewers. 

Q.  How  is  the  price  fixed  iu  the  United  States  ?  There  is  this  association  there  ? 
A.  Tbo  price  of  barley  ? 

Q.  Tes  ?  Do  they  largely  fix  the  price  ?  A,  Oh,  no.  The  question  of  barley 
1  never  knew  it  to  be  discussed. 

Q.  What  are  the  objects  of  this  association  ?  A.  It  is  a  joint  trade  association 
merely. 

Q.  Barley  is  the  raw  product  and  beer  the  manufactured  article  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  discuss  and  arrange  for  the  purchase  of  the  raw  material  and  the  sale  of 
the  manufactured  article  ?  A  I  never  attended  but  one  meeting.  The  discussion 
at  that  time  was  the  mere  fact  of  recommending  changes  in  the  manufacture  and 
general  information  that  would  be  useful  for  the  trade  generally. 

Q.  Of  course  an  as30ciatio\i  formed  would  naturally  attend  to  the  purchase  and 
raanufactnre  and  sale  and  purchase  of  barley  ?  A.  I  don't  know  of  any  rule  apply- 
ing to  the  purchase  and  sale  ot  any  grain  ever  having  been  discussed  by  any  of  the 
asBOciations  on  the  other  side. 

Q,  And  you  were  present  at  only  one  meeting  and  that  meeting  was  devoted  to 
a  special  object  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Had  you  the  constitution  of  the  association  ?     A.  Yes  ;  I  have  read  it  over. 

Q    Have  you  a  copy  of  it  ?     A.  No  ;    I  was  not  a  nsiimber,  I  am  not  a  member^ 

Q.  You  have  contributed  to  the  funds  ?     A.  Our  firm  bus. 

(j.  The  members  of  your  tirm  ?      A.   My  father  was  a  member. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  Then  as  to  the  duty  on  malt  and  barley  ;  when  was  the  duty  on  malt  and 
barley  changed  in  the  United  Spates?     A.  On  malt  about  four  years  ago,  I  think. 

Q.  You  had  representatio- s  made  by  the  maltsters?  A.  Yes;  there  was  an 
agitation.     The  money  was  us   5  in  this  agitation. 

Q.  Were  you  maltsters  on  the  other  side  at  that  time  ?  A.  Most  of  our  malting 
■was  done  on  this  side. 

Q.  You  had  stock  in  these    malting   establishments  ?     A.  We  had  no  stock. 

Q.  You  are  a  part  proprietor?     A.  Not  at  that  time  in  the  United  States. 
By  Mr.  Bain  ; 

Q.  What  effect  had  the  change  on  the  malting  trade  here,  was  it  decreased  io 
quantity  ?  Yes;  almost  entirely.  A.  We  do  some  malting  business  on  this  side,  but 
Doi  very  much. 

Q.  The  tendency  then  of  'bese  changes  was  to  take  the  malting  over  there  and 
ship  the  barley  ?     A.  Yes;    entirely. 

Q.  Then  I  suppose  in  speftfelng  of  the  recent  changes  placing  barley  and  malt- 
will  that  change  be  likely  to  operate,  supposing  it  was  carried  out,  to  the  loss  or  gain 
of  the  maltsters,  or  would  it  be  to  their  injury?  A.  It  would  materially  benefit 
every  farmer  and  manufacturer  in  this  country  engaged  in  barley.  There  seems  to 
foe  something  superior  in  tha  quality  of  our  barley,  particularly  with  regard  to 
Lindbay  and  round  there,  for  7?iiking  lager  beer,  and  they  will  take  it. 

Q.  Is  it  of  greater  value  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  beer  is  of  better  s;  -tde  ?     A.  It  is  more  brilliant. 

Q.  You  say  it  would  be  ir.  ;he  interests  of  the  producers  and  manufacturers  of 
barley?    A.  That  would  be  the  maltsters,  yes. 

Q.  They  would  gain  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  malting  trade  is  very  large  in  Canada,  and  I  was  anxious  to  know 
whether  it  would  be  to  their  loss,  because  I  would  be  sorry  to  see  the  malting  trade 
lose. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  the  Americans  como  over  here  to  buy  barley  ?  A.  Not  as  a  rule,  we  go 
there  to  sell  it. 

Q.  Are  they  anxious  to  have  our  No.  1  barley  ?     A.  Yes. 
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By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  The  supply  is  insufficient  over  there  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  They  must  have  it ;   the  fact  is  they  must  have  it  ?     A.  They  buy  it. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Is  it  your  experience  that  if  they  cannot  get  it  less  than  75  that  they  will 
pay  that  ?  A.  Yes;  our  price  is  regulated  here  entirely  upon  the  extent  of  the  crops 
and  at  a  reasonable  difference  between  their  own  and  ours  they  will  take  it? 

Q.  There  is  always  a  demand  for  as  much  and  more  of  No.  1  barley  than  we  can 
raise  ?     A.  There  is  always  a  demand  for  it. 

Q.  I  understand  there  is  not  enough  barley  produced  to  make  malt  enough  for 
all  the  beer  that  is  made  over  there,  they  frequently  make  it  from  corn  and  rice  ?  A. 
Well,  that  is  to  make  it  cheaper. 

Q.  It  is  not  equally  as  wholesome  as  beer  made  out  of  barley  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  Has  the  cousumption  increased  or  decreased  ?  A.  In  the  United  States  it  is 
increasing. 

Q.  Have  you  handled  any  of  their  barley  ?  A.  New  York  State  barley  has  been 
very  high. 

Q  Chemically  as  well  as  in  appearance  ?  A.  So  I  have  considered.  Our  lime- 
stone soil  in  Ontario  seems  well  suited  for  it, 

Q.  How  will  it  be  in  our  Canadian  North- West  Provinces?  A.  We  have 
handled  a  good  deal  of  that  this  year  and  malted  a  good  deal  and  I  have  heard  the 
expression  made  use  of  by  a  good  many  brewers  that  it  gives  satisfaction.  That 
brilliancy  however  that  I  spoke  of  before  is  lacking. 

Q.  There  is  a  shade  in  the  color  ?    A.  It  gets  cloudy,  as  they  call  it. 

Q.  Otherwise  it  is  strong  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  may  be  overcome  as  the  land  get  works  down  ?  A.  That  is  not  the 
■experience  of  the  Western  States. 

Q.  That  they  do  not  improve  by  cultivation  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  The  soil  retains  these  peculiarities  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Your  opinion  is  that  there  will  always  be  a  brilliancy  about   Ontario  barley 
that  will  make  a  demand  for  it?     A,  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Ghiillet : 

Q.  I  undei  stand  that  ale  made  from  Canadian  barley  will  keep  longer  than  ale 
made  from  American  barley  ?     A.  That  is  generally  accepted  as  being  correct. 

Q.   It  improves  with  age  ?     A.   Yes. 

Q.  Then  they  practically  must  have  our  barley  for  their  best  quality  of  ale? 
A.  They  buy  it.  J  ^        J 

Q.  They  cannot  do  without  it  as  long  as  they  make  the  finer  qualities  of  ale  ? 
A.  Yes  ;  they  buy  it  for  that. 

Q.  It  is  not  a  matter  so  much  for  the  light  qualities  of  ale  ?     A.  No. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Weniworth)  : 

Q.  What  is  the  appearance  of  ales  made  from  corn  and  rice?  A.  That  is  one 
reaeon  why  it  has  grown  to  be  so  popular  on  the  other  side.  Corn  and  rice  give  it  a 
brilliancy  which  counteracts  the  cloudiness  of  their  own  barley. 

Q.  Then  they  mix  to  secure  that  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Are  there  any  drawbacks  in  other  respects  ?     A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  That  is  a  chemical  question  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  One  question  I  would  like  to  ask  is  this :— Ton  say  there  is  no  arrangement 
by  which  prices  are  regulated  between  the  Canadiao  buyer  and  the  American  buyer 
in  Canada  ?     A.  No,  sir, 

Q.  Do  two  or  three  or  more  meet  together  to  your  knowledge  to  make  any  ar- 
rangement about  prices  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  So  as  to  control  the  Canadian  market  or  a  large  portion  of  it  ?  A.  It  would 
be  impracticable.     It  would  be  positively  impracticable. 


BARLEY.  313 


By  Mr.  McKay  : 

Q.  Is  there  any  understanding  before  the  barley  buying  season  commences  as 
to  what  price  the  Americans  -will  import  for  ?  A.  No ;  there  may  be  a  matter  of 
opinion  only. 

_Q.  Is  there  any  discussion  about  it  ?     A.  Nothing  more  than  by  persons  meet- 
ing informally  in  business. 
Bt/  the  Chairman  ; 

Q.  Then  you  do  meet  informally?  A  We  happen  to  meet  although  there  is 
no  meeting  called  particularly  to  discuss  tbat  point. 

Q.  Ton  certainly  have  some  discussion  before  the  season  commences  ?  A.  Bach 
man  may  have  his  own  opinion  and  give  expression  to  it. 

Q.  That  opinion  is  given  ?  A.  I  would  have  no  objection  to  stating  it  at  any 
time. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  Every  time  you  meet  a  customer  over  there  you  talk  about  prices  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  But  you  do  not  meet  to  discuss  prices?     A.  No. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  Tou  discuss  what  quantity  of  barley  the  crop  will  probably  yield  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  sellers  go  over  to  meet  buyers  in  Oswego  and  New  York  to  obtain  infor- 
mation of  that  kind  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  pi  ices  are  ba=ed  on  that  ?     A.  Yes  ;  on  the  supply  and  demand. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  Do  you  find  the  estimates  of  the  Bureau  of  Industry  to  be  of  any  use  in  this 
case?    A.  No. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Not  accurate?  A.  They  give  a  larger  quantity  of  barley  than  the  exports 
over  the  consumption  will  show.     We  cannot  rely  on  them. 

Q.  flow  many  bushels  of  barley  would  your  firm  handle  last  year  ?  A.  1  faavo 
not  made  it  up  accurately,  but  1  should  think  about  2,000,000  bushels. 

Q.  Did  you  sell  any  of  that  in  Canada?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  proportion  ?  Q.  To  dealers  in  Canada  probably  250,000  bushels — ths 
ehippera. 

Q.  But  to  brewers  ?     A.  To  brewers,  that  would  not  amount  to 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  shippers?     A.  Other  shippers. 

Q.  Then  one-third  of  your  product  goes  to  malt  houses  in  the  United  States? 
A.  Yes. 

A.  What  portion  of  the  States  do  you  get  the  balance  from?  A.  All  the  way 
from  Missoui  i  eastward. 

Q,  You  send  some  to  New  York  and  Boston  ?     A.  Yes,  and  Philadelphia. 

Q.  Where  does  it  go  to?  A.  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  St.  Louis,  are  the  princi- 
pal buyers.     We  send  more  to  St.  Louis  than  to  any  other  city. 

Q.  In  speaking  of  malting  what  proportion  do  you  send  west  of  Detroit?  A. 
That  varies  very  Urgely  according  to  their  own  crop.  This  year  our  own  sales  in 
St.  Louis  would  be  small,  probably  not  exceeding  100,000  bushels.  Last  year  and 
the  year  before  we  sent  a  larger  supply,  probably  250,000  bushels  to  St.  Louis  alone. 

Q.  And  Chicago?     A.  It  is  also  a  large  buyer. 

Q.  Do  you  send  as  much  to  Chicago  as  you  do  to  St.  Louis  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  What  about  Milwaukee?  A.  It  usually  takes  large  quantities,  but  during' 
the  last  year  it  has  taken  a  small  quantity. 

Q.  What,  about  your  brother  dealers?  A.  Three  years  ago  there  was  quite  a 
large  quantity  of  Canadian  barley  went  to  Milwaukee.  We  sent  some  ourselves  ;  bat 
they  seemed  to  be  better  situated  for  getting  the  superior  quality  of  Nortb-West  bar- 
ley than  other  states.  Wisconsin  produces  very  fair  quality  of  barley,  and,  since  the. 
introduction  of  corn  and  rice,  although  not  desirable,  they  are  used. 

Q.  They  mix  rice  and  corn  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Guillet: 

Q.  They  are  growing  barley  to  some  extent  in  Michigan?     A.  Yes. 
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Q.  Yet  Canadian  barley  goes  there  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  American  farmers  objected  to  the  duty  being  taken  off  Canadian  barley 
from  15  to  10  cents  ?  A.  Yes;  they  sent  petitions  to  Congress  against  any  reductioa 
t>i  duty  on  Canadian  barley. 

Q.  But  the  brewers  wanted  it  ?  A;  The  brewers  made  some  attempt,  but  still 
tiey  are  an  indifferent  ciass  in  that  respect. 

Q.  I  saw  by  the  evidence  taken  before  the  Tariff  Commission  in  1882,  that  brew- 
ers objected  to  the  duty  on  malt  being  raised  and  urged  that  it  be  removed  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  rates  are  paid  for  barley  on  the  north  shore  of  the  St. 
lawrence  at  Gananoque  and  Brockville,  and  what  prices  are  paid  on  the  American 
side?  A.  No;  we  have  never  operated  very  largely  down  there.  The  great 
tTOuble  with  barley  in  that  section  is  the  want  of  attention  by  farmers  in  preparing 
ioT  the  market.     It  is  inclined  to  be  mixed  with  corn  and  grain. 

Q.  I  am  told  that  barley  on  both  eides  of  the  St.  Lawrence  is  about  the  same 
price  ;  that  the  same  price  is  paid  on  the  Canadian  side  as  on  the  American,  the 
iarley  being  presumably  of  equal  quality  ?     A.  I  do  not  think  that  is  correct. 

Q.  The  buyers  or  operators  in  that  section  have  stated  so.  Do  you  buy  on  the 
other  side?    A.  No. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Where  do  you  find  the  best  quality  of  barley  in  Canada  ?  A.  Immediately 
5n  the  Toronto  section. 

Q.  Better  than  the  Bay  of  Quinte  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Is  it  one  of  the  brightest  in  color  ?  A.  Yes  ;  as  well  as  the  barley  imme- 
diately north. 

By  Mr.  Guillet: 

Q.  What  relation  does  the  barley  you  speak  of  bear  to  the  barley  produced 
further  west  ?  A.  I  think  the  barley  round  Toronto  and  extending  down  as  far  as 
Whitby  is  the  best  grown  in  the  Province  of  Ontario.  You  strike  it  very  good  in 
Ihe  Newcastle  district  and  around  Cobourg.  The  barley  delivered  around  Toronto 
is  the  cleanest. 

Q.  Do  you  buy  down  in  the  neighborhood  of  Brockville?  A.  No;  we  do  not 
go  further  east  than  Napanee.     We  used  to,  but  not  lately. 


Geokge  Tatloe,  M.  p.,  of  Gananoque,  Ont.,  grain  merchant,  sworn. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  deal  pretty  largely  in  barley  ?    A.  Yes ;  in  all  kinds  of  grain.     We 
liandle  about  100,000  bushels  of  barley  in  a  season. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wmiworth)  : 

Q.  At  how  many  points  do  you  buy  ?     A,  Just  the  one. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  I  have  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  who  writes  and  says  that  the  barley  men 
of  Canada  meet  with  the  barley  men  of  the  United  States  and  fix  the  prices,  that  is 
niter  harvest  when  the  quality  and  quantity  and  so  on  are  pretty  well  known,  that 
Uhey  fix  the  price  they  are  to  pay  for  Canadian  barley.  Do  you  know  of  any  such 
'Combination  ?  A.  I  do  not  think  any  such  combination  exists  in  Canada,  but  1  think 
the  maltsters  of  the  United  States  do  meet  together.  The  maltsters  of  the  United 
States  send  men  all  through  Canada  just  before  the  ripening  of  the  crop  ;  they  go  to 
the  grain  buyers  and  ask  the  probable  output  of  that  part  of  the  country  and  take 
samples  with  thematjd  then  I  know  that  they  meet  on  the  other  side  and  the  malt- 
sters agree  pretty  nearly  about  the  price. 

Q.  They  gather  pretty  definite  information  all  around?  A.  Yes;  all  around. 
They  used  to  do  so  much  more  previous  to  the  adoption  of  the  Ontario  Bureau  of 
Statistics,  but  I  think  they  are  governed  of  late  years  by  that  report  as  to  the 
quality  and  quantity  and  the  probable  yield. 
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By  Mr.  Bain  (WentwortK) : 
Q.  You  have  not  had  so  many  calls  of  late  ?     A,  No  ;   although  I  saw  them  last 
year  in  our  part  of  the  country  in  August. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  ; 
Q.  Did  they   come  to  an   arrangement  hy  which  they  would   decide  what  they 
would  pay  for  Canadian  barley  ?  A.  I  do  not  know  that  there  would  be  any  arrange- 
ment except  between  the  maltsters  and  brewers  of  the  United  States, 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  evidence.    Were  the  prices  at  which  you  and  other  dealers 
selling  the  same  ?     A.I  know  the  first  thing  that  they  did  was  to  fix  the  standards 
and  send  us  over  the  standards  and  then  we  would  see  the  market   quotations  every 
day,  and  the  market  quotations  in  Oswego  are  75  cents  for  No.  1,    we  will   pay  60 
cents,  10  cents  being  allowed  for  duty  and  three  cents   for  freight   and  two  cents  for 
profit,  and  perhaps  by  the  time   the  cargo  gets  over   there   the   quotations   may   be 
down  two  cents  or  up  two  cents. 
Bv  Mr.  Quillet : 
Q.   Do  you  not  deal  with  certain  large  buyers  over  there?  A.  They  send  us  the 
circulars.     We  simply  send  a  commission  man  over  there. 
By  Mr.  Bain  {  WentwortK)  : 
Q.  You  buy  on   your  own  responsibility  ?     A.  Yes ;    there   is   no  combinatioB 
among  Canadian  buyers. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Do  you  live  on  the  Canadian  boundary  line?     A.  Yes. 

Q  How  do  prices  range  ?  A,  We  always  pay  as  much  to  the  Canadian  farmers 
as  the  Americans  do  to  their  farmers.  1  have  been  buying  for  25  years  and  i  do  not 
know  of  any  difference.  1  have  had  to  rsy  two  or  three  cents  more  because  I  had 
competition  wilh  the  Prescott  brewery  and  1  had  to  compete  with  their  buyer. 

Q.  Are  you  the  only  buyer  inGananoqne?  A.  Yes;  but  there  is  one  about 
eight  miles  distant,  and  then  there  is  Kingston,  which  is  18  miles  on  the  other  side. 
There  are  generally  two  or  three  buyers. 

By  Mr.  Bain  {Wentworth) :  o     a     i?      j- 

Q.  About  how  large  an  area  do  you  draw  your  supplies  from  i"  A.  J^ourteen 
miles  wide,  east  and  west,  by  about  thirty  miles  into  the  back  country. 

Q.  How  does  the  Canadian  and  American  barley  on  each  side  of  the  river  com- 
pare ?  A.  I  can  never  tell  any  difference.  1  know  that  previous  to  the  duty  being 
placed  on  barley  coming  into  Canada  I  used  to  compete  with  the  Clayton  buyer  and 
I  wed  to  handle  as  much  American  barley  as  he  did.  I  used  to  go  over  and  ook  at 
their  crops  at  harvest  time  and  see  that  their  quality  was  equal  to  ours.  1  sent  a 
confidential  man  over  and  the  result  was  that  boatloads  of  barley  would  come  over 
to  my  warehouse,  and  I  paid  for  it  in  Canada  money  or  gold  on  which  there  was  a 
premium.  I  have  had  as  much  as  20,000  or  .^0,000  or  40,000  bushels  of  barley  com- 
ing into  my  warehouse  duty  free.  I  shipped  it  back  to  the  States  the  next  day  and 
it  had  to  pay  at  that  time  fifteen  cents  a  bushel  duty,  and  still  it  went  in  and  sold  foF 
fifteen  cents  a  bushel  over  American  barley. 

By  Mr.  Guillet :  ,,  j  -j. 

Q.  You  mada  on  it  ?     A.  Yes;  or  I  would  not  have  handled  it. 

By  the  Chairman :  ,    .  „     ,     »,i,„++-.„^ 

Q.  They  paid  more  for  Canadian  barley  than  for  their  own  ?  A-  At  that  time 
in  Oswego  the  quotations  on  the  market  price  lor  Canada  barley  No.  1,  was  7d  cents, 
and  for  State  No.  1  the  price  would  be  60  cents. 

Q.  No.  1  Canadian  barley  and  State  barley  No.  1  ?     A.  Yes,     There  was  only 
ten  cents  difference  last  year  because  the  duly  now  is  only  ten  cents. 
By  Mr.  Fisher; 
Q.  One  60  cents  and  the  other  70  cents  ?     A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Bain  ( Wentworth) :  .  ,r     m     i     9     a  ' 

Q.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  State  barley  in  other  sections,    Mr.  Taylor  (     A, 

Only  in  New  York. 
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Q.  Well,  throughout  the  State  generally  ?  A.  For  about  fifteen  or  twenty  miles 
into  the  interior. 

By  Mr.  Fisher  j 

Q.  It  is  just  as  good  in  every  way  as  Canadian  barley  ?    A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Weniworth)  : 

Q.  How  is  it  that  they  make  a  difference  of  ten  cents  a  bushel  between  Canadian 
barley  and  American  barley  ?  A.  They  draw  three  lines.  There  is  a  quotation  for 
Western  United  States  barley  and  another  quotation  for  State  barley,  and  another 
quotation  for  Canadian  barley.  Western  barley  means  that  it  comes  from  that  part 
of  the  United  States  that  they  call  Western. 

Q.  Where  do  they  draw  the  line  between  Western  and  State  barley  ?  A.  I  think 
it  is  east  of  Buffalo. 

By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  What  are  the  prices  of  those  three  kinds?  A.  Western  is  cheaper  than 
State  barley, 

Q.  How  much  ?  A.  Well,  it  varies  from  5  to  10  cents.  Western  is  that  much 
less  than  State  barley. 

Q.  And  Canadian  ?  A.  The  Canadian  leads  the  State  barley  by  the  duty  now. 
It  used  to  lead  it  15  cents.  Of  course,  if  you  look  at  the  trade  and  navigation  you 
will  find  that  the  greater  part  of  the  Canadian  barley  goes  to  the  United  States. 
They  require  all  the  bright  barley  for  their,  lager  beer.  Their  western  barley  will 
not  make  iagei-  beer,  but  is  used  ior  the  heavy  beer  and  ales. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  How  far  east  does  the  line  extend  for  State  barley  ?  A.  State  barley  covers 
all  the  States  growing  it.  I  believe  it  is  the  maltsters  that  regulate  the  price,  and 
that  the}'  tay  '•  we  will  pay  so  much  for  Western.  We  must  have  Canadian  barley, 
but  it  will  not  do  to  let  our  people  know  we  pay  more  for  the  same  grade  of  barley 
because  it  is  grown  in  Canada." 

Q.  How  is  barley  cleaned  in  the  United  States  ?  A.  I  think  American  barley 
is  better  cleaned  than  that  from  the  east  of  Cobourg  and  Port  Hope,  I  think  west 
of  Port  Hope  it  is  better  cleaned.  All  that  is  sold  on  the  Toronto  market,  which  is 
east  of  these  places,  is  better  cleaned. 

Q.  Do  you  grade  it  ?  A.  Yes;  but  our  farmers  do  not  clean  it.  Westward, 
however,  is  different,  from  the  fact  that  if  you  go  into  the  Toronto  market  there  are 
inspectors  who  grade  it  instead  of  the  buyer. 

Q.  Unless  a  sample  is  very  bad  you  do  not  dock  the  farmer  on  the  price?  A. 
2^0  ;  if  it  has  the  color. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Yoa  make  a  difference  between  number  one  and  number  three  ?  A.  Yes; 
the  color  makes  the  difference. 

Q.  In  the  case  of  the  farmer  who  sells  on  the  Toronto  market,  there  is  no  one 
inspects  his  barley.  A.  Yes;  every  lot  that  is  sold  is  inspected.  He  sells  on  his 
grade  ticket  there. 

Q.  1  understood  it  was  only  car  lots  ?     A.  No;  as  I  understand  it  every  farmer 
gets  his  ticket  when  his  lot  is  graded. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Weniworth)  : 

Q.  You  grade  on  color?     Q.  Yes;  and  weight. 

Q.  Then  if  the  barky  weighs  lighter  you  pay  him  less.  A.  Yes;  if  it  weighs 
vinder  48,  because  t be  standard  in  Oswego  is  48.  Tney  use  the  Winchester  bushel 
there,  while  we  use  the  Imperial.  If  barley  here  would  only  weigh  46  it  woald  be 
thrown  into  number  three,  no  matter  what  the  color  might  be. 

Q  Do  you  clean  it  much  ?  A.  We  generally  handle  10,000  bushels  to  25  or  30 
bushels  of  blowings. 

Q.  That  is  what  keeps  the  farmers  up  to  placing  nothing  in  but  barley,  becauaa 
below  that  weight  it  would  be  docked?     A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Quillet  : 

Q.  Have  you  bought  barley  in  Cobourg?     A.  No. 
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Q.  Mr.  Mathews  gave  evidence  that  in  that  neighborhood  and  in  the  County  of 
Northumberland  the  barley  would  grade  almost  equal  with  Toi onto?  A.  I  do  not 
know  where  the  line  is,  but  it  is  west  of  Kingston  somewhere. 

Q.  You  think  the  grading  has  something  to  do  with  the  cleaning?  A.  Yes;  I 
wish  we  had  an  inspector. 

Q.  There  are  a  number  of  farmers  who  think  if  they  get  rid  of  a  few  pounds  of 
dirt  in  their  barley  they  are  making  money  ?  A.  Yes,  sometimes  they  put  the  dirt 
in  the  centre  of  the  bag. 

Q.  That  system  of  buying  prevails  eastward  all  the  way  through  ?  A.  Yes,  as 
iar  as  I  know.  When  I  was  speaking  on  this  question  in  the  House  I  gave  figures 
from  the  quotations  of  the  8th  November,  1881,  when  the  duty  in  the  United  States 
was  15  cents,  and  if  you  will  refer  to  that  paper  you  will  see  that  No,  1  Caoadiaa 
was  $1.15,  while  No.  1  State  was  $1.  After  that,  the  duty  was  lowered  from  15  cents  to 
10  cents,  and  the  official  quotation  was  75  cents  for  No.  1  Canadian  and  65  cents  for 
No.  1  State,  just  the  duty  difference.     That  is  the  New  York  quotation. 

Q.  That  is  the  New  York  city  quotation  ?  A.  Yes  ;  and  if  you  will  look  at  the 
papers  after  the  duty  was  reduced,  you  will  find  just  what  I  say,  that  there  was  just 
10  cents  of  a  difference  between  all  the  grades  of  Canadian  and  State  barley. 

Q.  Does  the  western  barley  find  its  way  into  competition  with  Canadian  ?  A. 
Yes  ;  I  saw  samples  of  western  barley  on  the  board  at  Oswego  last  year.  It  seems 
to  be  about  as  good  but  it  does  not  carry  the  color  as  well,  but  lor  ales  I  do  not 
think  it  would  affect  the  quality  of  the  malt  any.  Still  I  have  been  in  Oswego  when 
a  man  who  had  bought  his  barley  at  Clayton  as  bright  in  color  as  mine,  so  that  you 
could  not  tell  the  two  barleys  apart  on  the  board,  yet  mine  sold  for  i5  cents  more  a 
bushel  than  his. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  It  is  quite  possible  if  you  took  the  whole  production  of  the  State  and  put  it 
against  the  whole  production  of  Canada,  there  would   be  some  differeace  ?    A.  I  do 
not  think  so . 

Q.  How  do  you  account  for  the  price  being  reduced  ?  A.  The  maltsters  got  the 
credit  of  reducing  it.  I  think  the  maltsters  and  brewers  regulate  the  price.  They 
say  we  will  pay  so  much ;  we  will  pay  so  much  for  our  barley  here  which  can- 
not get  out  unless  it  goes  to  England.  We  will  buy  it  at  export  prices ;  but  in 
place  of  allowing  Canadian  barley  to  go  to  England,  we  will  say  it  is  a  better  barley 
than  State  barley,  because  it  is  giown  in  a  northern  country.  I  think,  however,  it  is 
only  to  satisfy  their  own  people  that  they  say  the  quality  is  better. 

By  the  Chairman  :  „      .    m, 

Q.  If  they  could  get  a  sufficient  quantity  of  the  bright  barley  there  ?  A.  ihey 
would  not  give  us  the  duty. 

By  Mr.  Fisher :  ,       .         n    u  ■ 

Q.  If  their  barley  was  as  good  as  ours,  why  shouldn  t  they  buy  all  their  own 
first  ?  A.  They  do,  and  buy  all  of  ours  as  well.  They  eay  :  "  we  will  buy  our  own 
as  long  as  it  is  on  the  market,"  and  they  do  buy  State  barley  as  long  as  it  is  there. 

By  the  Chairman :  ,        o     a     n    *  •  i 

Q.  The  combination  prevents  prices  going  up  there  (     A.  Certainly. 

By  Mr.  Bain  ( Wentworth)  : 
Q.  The  duty  on  malt  is  per  bushel  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  It  is  not  so  much  per  cent.  ?    A.  I  think  not.  o      »    t  ^i,-  i    •., 

Q.  Yes;  when  barley  came  down  maltsters  had  the  advantage  /  A.  1  ihmk  it 
is  per  bushel  on  malt.     They  raised  the  duty  on  malt. 

Q.  Atthat  time  the  brewers  wanted   malt  free  ?     A.  I  have   paid  as   high  as 

81.75  for  barley.  ,    .  t^  ■    ^i.     j.-        i-u 

Q.  That   was  the  time  our  maltsters  had   the  good  times .     it  is  the   time   the 

malting  business  grew  up  in  Canada  ?     A.  Yes.  n      ,    . 

0  If  barley  came  down  to  60  cents  and  the  malting  duty  was  fixed  at  a  per- 
centage on  the  assumption  that  barley  was  Sl.lO,  maltsters  had  a  decided  advantage  ? 
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A,  I  do  not  think  any  better  investment  could    be  made  than   to    bay  up  the  Canst- 
dian  crop  and  hold  it ;  because  the  Americans  must  have  it. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  They  use  rice  and  corn  to  make  up  for  it.     A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  What  proportion  of  Canadian  and  State  barley  is  sold  in  Oswego?  A.  The 
great  bulk  of  Canadian  barley  instead  of  going  to  Oswego  goes  direct  to  New  Yofk. 
If  we  cannot  strike  a  customer  in  three  days  or  in  ten.  days  in  Oswego  they  charge 
us  1^  cent  for  ten  days  in  the  elevator,  and  another  five  days  1  cent,  while  3  cents 
will  carry  us  to  spring  ;  generally  if  we  do  not  get  it  at  the  first  limit  we  put  it  on 
a  canal  boat  and  send  it  on  to  Albany  and  New  York. 

Q.  Oswego  is  not  a  competing  point,  it  is  a  point  at  which  you  meet  buyers  ? 
A.  That  is  it. 

Q.   YoQ  cannot  tell  what  proportion   of  barley   goes    east?    A.  I  have  a  table 
showing  the  receipts  of  Canadian  and  State  barley,  but  still  the   great  bulk  of  the 
Canadian  barley  goes  to  Albany. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  Are  all  the  maltsters  in  the  United  States  in  the  ring  or  combination?    A. 
I  think  so.     It  is  to  their  interest  to  do  so. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q,  Can  you  tell  what  per  cent,  of  other  articles  are  coming  into  use  on  the  other 
side  ?     A.   1  think  they  malt  a  good  many  oats. 

Q.  I  have  understood  that  there  is  a  growing  consumption  of  other  articles? 
A.  Every  year  they  are  using  more  ;  but  they  cannot  make  the  lager  beer  only  out 
of  our  bright  six  rowed  barley. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  shipped  any  to  England  ?  A.  We  have  sold  to  go  to  England ; 
sold  at  Montreal.  It  is  10  or  15  years  ago,  however,  when  this  section  grew  two 
rowed  barley  altogether.  The  Bnc^lish  people  prefer  it.  It  makes  the  heavy  ale, 
and  for  feeding  purposes  they  like  it  best.      We  sell  it  in  Montreal  for  export. 

Q.  Did  you  sell  bright  barley  or  dark  ?  A.  The  great  bulk  of  it  was  two  rowed 
barley.  We  have  got  out  of  that  however  and  grow  barley  suitable  for  the  require- 
ments of  the  United  States. 

Q.  Were  the  shipments  satisfactory  then  ?  A.  Yes ;  we  generally  sold  at  a 
profit  in  Montreal,  better  than  we  could  get  by  sending  to  the  United  States. 

Q.  But  you  have  had  no  dealing  direct  ?    A.  No. 

Q.  That  business  has  died  out?  A.  We  had  offers  last  year,  but  whether  it  was 
for  tbe  Montreal  brewers  or  not  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  You  could  do  better  on  the  other  side  ?  A.  1  do  not  like  shipping  to 
Montreal.  I  do  not  like  the  boats.  We  cannot  block ;  we  must  keep  it  going  out  at 
one  end  as  fast  as  it;  is  coming  in  at  the  other. 

Q.  I  suppose  your  season  is  the  year  ending  October  ?  A.  Well,  practically. 
However  we  try  it  when  freights  are  low  and  insurances  low. 

Q.  It  does  not  appear  to  have  been  the  case  this  winter,  I  see  the  prices  have 
gone  up?  A.  They  have  gone  away  down  now,  the  bottom  has  gone  clean  out  of 
it,  I  think  there  was  a  corner  and  I  think  it  was  bust. 

House  of  Commons,  Ottawa,  8th  May,  1888. 
Patrick  Kellet,  Blythe,  Ont.,  sworn. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q-  Is  there  much  doing  in  the  egg  business  in  your  part  of  the  country  ?  A. 
i:e8;  that  18  a  business  that  we  are  taking  a  good  deal  of  interest  in  as  farmers. 

Q.   Could  you  tell  the  Committee  what  you   know   or  have   learned   about   the 

operationsof  an  association  in  that  business?    A.  Within   the   last  6  or  8  months  a 

question  has  arisen  as  to  a  supposed  combination  that  exists  in  the  egg  business  in 
that  western  section  of  the  country. 
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Q.  There  is  a  combination  ?     A.  That  is  how  we  understand  it. 

Q.  How  do  you  understand  its  operation  ?  A.  We  understand  it  in  this  way: 
"We  see  it  talked  about  in  the  newspapers  and  articles  written  on  it,  and  in  fact,  al- 
though I  did  not  speak  to  Mr.  Wilson,  who,  I  believe  is  at  the  head  of  the  combination 
— he  is  president  if  I  remember  right — I  have  been  led  to  believe  upon  good  infor- 
mation that  a  combination  does  exist,  and  that  ho  is  the  prime  mover  in  that  com- 
bination. That  is  how  I  understand  it.  If  I  had  thought  you  were  going  to  call  me 
here  I  should  have  brought  some  more  definite  information  upon  this  questiou. 

Q.  What  are  the  operations  of  this  egg  association.  What  are  their  objects  as 
far  as  you  know  ?  A.  Their  object  as  far  as  I  can  learn  and  understand  is  to  keep 
down  prices,  that  is  to  keep  the  price  to  suit  themselves. 

Q.  How  do  they  accomplish  that?  A.  I  learned  from  a  friend  of  Mr.  Wilson's 
last  fall.  If  I  remember  rightly  it  is  either  at  Orangeville  or  Mount  Forest  that  he  has 
a  branch  and  this  man  was  in  the  County  Council  last  fall  and  wa  wore  talking  about 
it.  He  said  :  "  I  am  going  to  attend  to  this  business  for  Mr.  Wilson."  I  was  asking 
him,  and  I  said: ''  Does  he  cover  the  whole  section  of  the  country  ?"  and  he  said:  "Yes; 
he  runs  over  a  greater  portion  of  it."     He  has  another  man  attending  to  it  now. 

Q.  How  do  they  regulate  prices  ?  A.  I  am  led  to  believe  that  they  do  it  in  this 
way  : — For  instance  in  the  city  of  Toronto  they  have  an  agent  and  he  keeps  a  stock 
of  eggs  on  hand  and  if  eggs  gets  scarce  in  the  market  at  any  time  he  suddenly  throws 
a  quantity  on  the  market  for  that  time  and  prevents  the  price  from  going  up.  I  did 
hear  about  some  other  places  but  I  cannot  recollect  it  now.  As  I  did  not  come  here 
to  give  evidence  I  cannot  tell, 

Q.  The  fact  is  then  that  whenever  eggs  get  scarce  they  send  in  a  quantity  and 
pull  down  the  price  ?  A.  Yes;  whenever  a  scarcity  exists  to  keep  the  price  at  a  cer- 
tain figure; 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Weniworth)  : 

Q.  What  is  the  object  of  that  ?  A.  I  understand  it  in  this  way  :  if  prices  were 
allowed  to  go  up  in  Toronto,  when  the  agents  went  through  the  country  to  buy  eggs 
from  the  farmers  and  their  wives  and  daughters  it  would  instantly  raise  the  question 
with  these  persons  who  are  buying  for  Mr.  Wilson  as  to  whether  he  was  paying  too 
low  for  the  eg^s  as  compared  with  the  city. 

Q.  How  do  they  make  their  profit  on  the  eggs  when  they  buy  them  ?  A.  He 
ships  them  principally  to  New  York  and  has  done  so  for  years  and  years. 

Q.  And  the  object  is  to  keep  the  prices  low  so  as  to  buy  for  the  shipping  market  t 
A.  That  is  the  way  I  understand  it.  He  told  me  several  times  where  all  he  ships  to 
and  I  know  he  does  a  very  large  business  ;  certainly  the  largest  in  that  section  ot  the 
country.  He  takes  in  a  whole  section  ot  the  country  and  they  ship  immense  quanti- 
ties. 

Q.  I  want  to  know  the  reason  why  they  tried  to  depress  the  price?  A.  Well 
that  is  it. 


HousK  OF  Commons,  Ottawa,  9th  May,  1888. 

The  Committee  on  alleged  Trade  Combinations  met  this  morning,  Mr.  Wallace  in 
the  chair. 

E.  0.  Caeter,  of  Kingston,  Ont.,  sworn. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation,  Mr.  Carter  ?  A.  I  am  manager  of  several  branch 
railways  and  steamboat  companies,  and  am  also  in  the  forwarding  and  other  basiness. 

Q.  You  have  had  something  to  do  with  the  coal  supply  of  the  city  of  Ottawa? 
A.   Very  little,  sir. 

Q.  Not  as  much  as  you  wanted  ?     A.    Well,  we  put  a   little  in   here  last  year, 

Q.  You  have  heard  some  statements  made  by  the  Ottawa  coal  dealers.  I 
understood  you  wanted  to  dispute  the  statements  that  had  been  mal  o  by  some  of 
them?    A.    Well,  with  reference  to  what  particular? 
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Q.  Mr.  Batterworth's  statetnont  ?  A.  I  might  state  briefly  that  last  year  we 
thougtit  of  selling  coal  ia  Ottawa  and  we  were  rather  late  incoming  here  to  com- 
plete arrangements  and  I  was  also  anxious  to  have  some  of  the  coal  come  over  the 
Canada  Atlantic.  We  had  some  other  business  with  that  road.  I  think  word  was 
sent  to  me  by  the  coal  association  here  that  they  would  like  to  see  me  and  they  said 
that  they  woald  take  a  certain  portion  of  coal  from  me  if  I  was  satisfied  for  the 
present  to  wholesale  it. 

Q.  You  were  making  arrangements  before  tbat  to  retail  it  to  the  citizens  of 
Ottawa?  A.  I  have  explained  that  we  were  .1  little  late  in  getting  io,  what  with 
delays  and  one  thing  and  another  wo  had  hardly  time  to  arrange.  As  I  mentioned, 
I  waited  on  them,  I  think  it  was  at  their  request,  and  it  was  proposed  that  for  the 
present  they  would  take  a  certain  portion  wholesale  if  we  would  be  satisfied  with 
that  at  that  time.  Well,  I  made  certain  arrangements  then  and  that  the  coal  was 
to  come  in  over  the  Canada  Atlantic.  I  think  at  that  time  the  proposition  was 
7,000  tons  of  coal.  It  was  understood,  at  least  it  was  discussed,  at  the  time  that  the 
coal  would  come  from  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  Company  and  1  endeavored  to 
arrange  with  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  Coal  Company  to  take  their  coal  as  they  are 
connected  with  the  Canada  Atlantic  Eailway,  and  for  some  reason  or  other,  1  really 
am  not  aware  of  the  reason  why,  I  did  not  get  it.  They  made  several  statements  to 
the  effect  that  it  was  a  long  haul  and  that  they  were  short  of  coal.  I  communicated 
this  to  Mr.  Batterworth  who  represented  the  Coal  Cartage  Company  and  I  told  him 
that  if  they  were  still  endeavoring  to  bring  it  from  Delaware  and  Hudson  I  might  not 
be  able  to  get  it  at  all  and  I  asked  him  if  it  was  not  better  for  me  J,to  get  it  from 
other  sources.  He  telegraphed  me  that  it  would  defeat  the  object  they  were  after. 
What  I  understood  by  that  was  that  he  was  desirous  of  getting  ic  from  the  Delaware 
and  Hudson . 

Q.  Or  the  Canada  Atlantic  ?  A.  What  he  meant  was  that  perhaps  we  would 
not  satisfy  them.  I  do  not  know  that  that  was  wbal  he  meant  but  I  think  it  was. 
I  wont  again  to  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  to  endeavor  to  made  an  arrangement  to 
get  coal  in  that  way  but  I  was  unable  to  do  so,  and  owing  to  Mi\  Butterworth's  tele- 
gram and  my  still  looking  out  and  endeavoring  to  get  it  from  the  Delaware  and 
Hudson,  it  occupied  a  good  deal  of  time  and  it  became  almost  fall  before  anything 
could  be  done.  I  endeavored  to  see  Mr.  Buttorworih,  but  he  was  not  here.  He  was 
^camping  out  or  something  of  that  kind,  and  I  saw  Mr.  Eay,  another  member  of  the 
association,  and  I  explained  to  him  tbat  I  thought  coal  could  be  had  by  way  of 
Eouse's  Point  from  other  sources  than  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  at  a  certain  figure. 
He  had  a  meeting  of  the  company  called,  and  told  me  it  would  be  all  right.  I  under- 
stood that  I  was  to  put  the  coal  in  according  to  the  rules  of  the  association  on  the 
other  side,  that  should  there  be  any  strike  Or  Bhortage  at  the  min;  s  they  are  not 
bound  to  supply  any  certain  quantity.  For  instance,  if  you  order  10,<)00  tons  from 
the  Pennsylvania  mine  and  there  w,is  a  strike  or  a  flooding  out  or  a  scarcity  of  cars 
they  would  not  be  bound  to  supply  any  coal  except  for  future  delivery. 

Q.  Who  ai  e  to  be  the  judges  ?  A.  They  are  to  be  the  judges.  They  have  what 
they  call  a  east  iron  circular.  Well,  Mr.  Ray  told  me  the  prices  and  I  went  on  to 
supply  the  coal. 

Q.  What  were  the  prices  ?  A.  The  first  lot  came  in  at  $5.35  and  $5.60,  that  is 
for  grate  and  egg  coal  $5.35  per  gross  ton,  and  for  stove  and  nut  $5.60. 

Q.  What  date  is  this?     A.  1  think  that  was  for  delivery  in  September. 

Q.  Was  it  delivered  as  a  matter  of  fact  ?  A.  Well,  we  delivered  a  little  later 
than  that,  but  the  prices  were  no  more.  I  will  explain  more  about  that.  That  was 
intended  for  about  September  delivery,  but  I  do  not  think  it  got  here  so  early  as 
that. 

Q.  $5,35  and  $5.60  ?  $5.60  per  gross  ton  is  $5  per  net  ton  ?  A.  I  was  going 
to  explain  that  the  first  portion  of  the  contract  was  supplied  at  $5  35  and  $5.60. 
-For  the  rest  of  the  order  I  supplied  it  at  $5.50  and  $5.75 ;  that  was  15  cents  advance 
on  each  of  those  other  prices. 
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Q.  That  was  about  what  date  ?  A.  Of  the  whole  quantity  supplied  I  think  there 
was  about  1,300  or  1,500  tons  supplied  at  the  first  prices  and  the  balance  of  it  at 
$5.50  and  $5.75,  I  was  going  to  further  explain  that  the  delay  in  the  decision  of 
the  Coal  Cartage  Company  here  at  the  time  that  they  consented  to  take  this  coal, 
these  boats  were  exceedingly  scarce  and  it  was  very  difficult  to  get  them  from  New 
York  for  Eouse's  Point,  and  immediately  after,  when  boats  were  plentiful,  coal  waa 
scarce  and  it  was  difficult  to  get  the  contract  filled.  I  went  on  to  fill  the  contract 
and  I  felt  in  the  position  of  the  coal  companies,  that  they  ought  not  to  have  exacted 
it  from  me.  They  asked  me  to  fill  it  to  the  last  cent,  and  it  was  delivered  here  in 
the  cars  at  those  prices,  freight  paid,  and  so  you  can  judge  what  our  difficulties  were. 
We  could  not  make  any  money  out  of  it,  and  I  thought,  on  the  whole,  tbat|their  treat- 
ment was  not  generous,  to  say  the  least,  but  we  tilled  the  whole  contract. 
Q.  They  exacted  the  pound  of  flesh  ?     A.   They  exacted  it  all. 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  that  anybody  interfered  to  prevent  you  getting 
that  coal  from  the  States  ?  A.  Well,  we  were  informed  at  a  meeting  with  the 
Coal  Cartage  Company,  that  Mr.  Butterworth  had  bought  1,000  tons  of  coal  irom  the 
Delaware  and  Hudson  Company  ;  that  is  after  the  arrangement  was  made  between  usi 
The  understanding  was,  so  far  as  I  recollect,  that  there  would  be  no  interference  with 
that  arrangement ;  that  is,  that  we  would  go  on  and  do  what  we  could  with  the  Del- 
aware and  Hudson.  We  were  disappointed  when  we  found  that  out ;  becaupe  if  they 
were  taking  that  by  way  of  Brockville,  there  was  no  reason  f'or;,bringicg  it  over  the 
Canada  Atlantic.     It  seemed  to  me  it  was  hardly  fair. 

Q.  Mr.  Butterworth  brought  it  by  the  C.  P.  E.  ?  A.  Yes  ;  not  by  the  Canada 
Atlantic.  I  do  not  know  to  what  extent  he  bought,  but  1,000  tons  was  spoke q  of  at 
that  time. 

Q.   The  C.  P.  E.  route  is  shorter  ?   A.  Yes  ;  I  think  so. 

Q.  By  how  much  ?  A.I  cannot  without  reference  to  the  guides  say,  but  it  is  a 
good  deal  shorter.  Still,  railways  sometimes  haul  the  coal  over  the  longer  routes 
for  the  same  price.  They  have  to  in  order  to  get  the  business.  One  of  the  natural 
connections  of  the  Canada  Atlantic  is  the  Delaware  and  Hudson,  and  it  was  supposed 
they  would  receive  coal  that  way .  They  have  actually  carried  coal  over  the  Dela- 
ware and  Hudson  this  winter  to  do  so.  They  would  show  tbey  were  apparently  a 
good   connection   for   that   business   and  they  ought  to  be  a  fair  conneciion  for  this 

business  here. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  interference  of  anyone  with  the  getting  of 
your  supply  of  coal,  fou  have  mentioned  that  1,000  tons  were  bought  ?  But  of 
course  people  are  free  to  buy  and  sell  where  they  like  ?  A.  I  only  mention  that  ia 
connection  with  our  arrangement.  I  do  not  think  it  was  fair  or  generous ;  because 
we  expected  they  would  take  that  from  us. 

Q.  Was  that  after  you  had  failed  to  keep  up  with  your  understanding  ?  A.  As 
I  remember  now  it  was  not ;  because  a  good  deal  of  time  was  occupied  with  corres- 
pondence. I  communicated  with  Mr.  Butterworth,  asking  him  if  it  would  not  be 
better  to  buy  from  some  other  source  and  he  said  no.  And  then  I  found  he  had 
bought  1,000  tons  which  would  seem  to  disagree  with  our  arrangement. 

Q.  What  steps  have  been  taken  by  the  Ottawa  coal  dealers  to  prevent  you  com- 
ing in  "and  dealing  in  Ottawa?  A.  I  know  of  none.  I  think  there  is  a  natural  in- 
disposition on  the  part  of  dealers  to  let  new  men  in ;  but  I  cannot  point  to  anything 
they  did.     I  might  think  so,  but  I  cannot  point  it  out. 

Q.  You   have  no  evidence  that  you  could  give  to  the  Committee?    A.  No,  sir,  L 

have  not,  ,  ,     ,  .  i  o     «     tvt 

Q    Have  you   arranged  to  come  into  Ottawa  this  year  to  deal  in  coal  /    A.  JNe- 

gotiations  have  been  had  for  some  time,  but  nothing  definite  so  far.  I  understand  the 

high  prices  of  last  winter  have  induced  several  others  to  start  in  business. 
Q   Have  they  offered  you  any  inducement  not  to  come  in  ?    A.  No,  sir. 
q"  Direct  or  indirect  ?     A.  No,  sir,  they  have  not.    The   prices   here    I   think 

were  higher  in  proportion  to  any  other  town  I  know  of;  the  difference   I    mean    be- 
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tween  the  cost  and  the  selling  price.  It  is  endeavored  by  most  coal  dealers  to  get  a 
clear  margin  of  50  to  60  cents  a  ton ;  but  it  would  appear  that  the  margins  were 
Tery  much  higher  last  year. 

Q.  Have  you  any  further  facts  that  you  would  wish  to  state  to  the  Committee  ? 
A.  ISTothing  further  that  I  know  of.  We  made  nothing  out  of  our  supplying  the 
trade  here  last  year.  We  ought  to  have  made  a  few  cents,  but  we  made  nothing.  If 
we  had  been  a  little  earlier  we  might  have  been  one  of  the  local  dealers  ourselves, 
but  I  do  not  think  that  we  would  have  asked  the  prices  that  were  asked  here. 
By  Mr.  Quillet  : 

Q.  What  quantity  of  coal  do  you  handle  ?  A.  We  handled  last  year  nearly 
60,000  tons  altogether. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  handled  that  ?  A.  Yes  ;  I  think  the  actual  figures  were  something  like 
56,000  or  57,000  tons. 

Q.   Where  did  you  dispose  of  it  ?    A.  Various  places  throughout  Ontario. 

Q.  Any  in  Toronto  ?  A.  No;  Toronto  has  been  a  peculiar  market  and  we  have 
not  had  anything  to  do  with  it. 

Q.  Did  you  deliver  this  at  Canadian  ports  in  your  own  vessels?  A.  No;  in 
some  oases  we  did  and  in  some  cases  we  did  not ;  just  as  they  happened  to  be  con- 
venient. 

Q.  Did  you  at  all  the  Lake  Ontario  ports  that  you  sold  at  ?  A.  Some  went  in- 
land on  the  Midland  Eailway. 

Q.  What  companies  did  you  buy  from  ?    A.   We  buy  from   different   people   in 
the  trade.  Some  years  we  might  buy  from  one  company  and  from  others  in  the  next. 
It  does  not  follow  that  we  always  buy  from  the  same. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  You  are  not  miners  ?    A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  had  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  your  supplies  in  any  quantity  you 
require  ?    A.  No. 

Q.  Except  in  Ottawa  ?    A.  Yes;  but  that  I  explained  may  have  arisen  from  the 
reason  given  me  that  there  was  a  shortage  of  coal  and  a   scarcity   of  cars   and  the 
destination  being  a  long  haul  it  kept  the  cars  a  longer  time. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  There  were  other  reasons.  You  had  a  good  deal  of  difficulty  in  making  any 
arrangement  at  all  at  first,  I  understood  from  Mr.  Todd  ?  A.  Of  course,  I  might  not 
be  able  to  state  why  these  cases  arose,  but  there  were  difficulties. 

Q.  You  are  not  able  to  state  what  they  were  ?    A.  No . 

Q.  Have  you  no  idea  at  all  ?  A.  I  cannot  state  anything  positively  and  for 
that  reason  I  would  not  say. 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  enquiries  ?    A.  I  did. 

Q.  What  was  the  result  ?  A.  It  was  given  in  this  way :  the  same  reasons 
came  up  that  there  was  a  scarcity  of  coal  and  cars  and  orders  ahead  and  all  that 
kind  of  thing.  There  are  reasons  that  you  cannot  fathom  and  you  are  not  in  a 
position  to  do  so.     That  is,  an  outsider  is  not. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned . 
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HonsE  OP  Commons,  Ottawa,  9th  March,  1888, 

Pursuant  lo  adjournment  of  the  morning  sitting  the  Conamittee  on  Alleged 
Trade  Combinations  met  at  7  o'clock  this  evening,  Mr.  Wallace,  M.P.,  in  the 
chair. 

Charles  Stark,  sworn. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  is  your  place  of  residence  ?  A.  My  residence  is  in  Toronto,  and  my 
occupation  that  of  a  wholesale  and  retail  jeweller,  and  raauufacturer  of  gold  and 
silver  watch  cases. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  engaged  in  this  business?  A.  I  have  been  engaged 
26  years  in  this  business,  that  is  the  wholesale  and  retail  watch  business ;  15  years  in 
Chicago,  and  10  here. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  combination  existing  in  your  business?  A.  There  is 
a  combination  known  as  the  Canadian  Association  of  Jobbers  in  American  Watch 
Movements  and  Cases.     (Exhibit  9a.) 

Q.  Would  you  proceed  now  to  state  your  grievance  ?  A.  My  grievance  is  that 
prior  to  their  organization  I  was  enabled  to  buy  the  same  as  any  other  dealer, 
straight  from  the  manufacturer,  and  to  sell  wholesale  to  the  jobbers.  That  is  watch 
movements  and  cases.  Immediately  after  the  organization  of  this  association, 
although  I  had  contracts  existing,  I  was  shut  off. 

Q.  Did  you  buy  from  Waltham  direct  ?  A.  Yes  ;  and  the  Elgin  Watch  Company 
as  well.  These  were  the  two  principal  factories.  Although  I  had  contracts  existing 
with  the  Elgin  Watch  Company  by  which  they  owed  me  at  the  time  in  the  neigh- 
horhood  of  5,000  movements,  I  was  shut  off. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  that  ?  A.  They  owed  me  that  many  movements  to 
fill  my  contract.  I  had  given  orders  dating  back  three  and  a-half  years.  The  rule  of 
the  Elgin  Watch  Company  is  that  when  yon  put  in  your  application  you  state  what 
number  of  movements  you  want.  You  say,  I  want  200  or  300  low  grades  per 
month,  and  the  entry  for  that  number  is  made  conditionally  that  I  would  take  other 
grades  which  are  of  a  higher  character.  Of  the  higher  grades  ihe  condition  was  that 
I  should  take  so  many  the  first  six  months  Vi,  18,  24,  30,  3'ii,  48,  and  so  on,  and  that 
the  lower  grades,  which  were  the  desirable  ones,  and  on  which  I  made  large  money, 
those  I  could  not  get  until  1  had  taken  ho  many  high  grades.  L  was  ou  the  eve  of 
reaching  these  low  grades  at  the  time  of  the  formation  of  this  association,  and  that 
contract  they  annulled,  and  declined  to  give  me  the  movements. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  Why?     A.  Because  my  name  was  not  in  the  association,  my  name  was  not 
on  the  list  furnished  by  the  "Watch  Association. 
By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 

Q.  Were  they  bound  to  deliver  those  ?     A,  In  honor  bound. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  How  is  it  they  were  not  legally  bound  ?  A.I  know  I  was  legally  bound  to 
take  them,  and  they  agreed  to  sell  them.  The  contract  I  was  assured  by  one  of  the 
principal  members  of  this  association  who  was  at  that  time  one  of  my  largest  cus- 
tomers, was  binding  and  was  worth  to  me  $10,000.  It  was  cancelled  in  consequence 
of  the  formation  of  this  association. 
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By  Mr.   Wood: 
Q.  Was  it  u,  written  or  a  verbal  contract  ?     A.    The  nature   of  the  contract  was 
that  they  fillci  out  a  legal  form  that  was  biuding  upon  me,  but  gave  me  no  contract 
in  return  further  than  tbe  acknowledgment    that    they  had    received  my  order  and 
•would  fill  it. 

By  Mr.  Boyle  : 
Q,  Did  you  sign  the  orders?     A.  Yes  ;  every  time  I   signed  them.     The  condi- 
tion was  that  1  was  to  place  two  orders  a  month.     I   have    one   of  the   forms   here 
which  will  explain  this.     It  is,    Elgin   Watch    Company,   Chicago,  November   19, 
1885,  and  reads  as  follows : — (Exhibit  96.) 

Chicago,  19th  November,  1885. 

Mr.  Chas.  Stabk,  52  Church  street,  Toronto,  Ontario. 

Deae  Sib, — We  are  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  17th  inst.,  enclosing  numbers 
of  No.  13  movement  for  rebate,  also  your  order  for  movements  which  you  wish  us 
to  forward.  You  are  doubtless  aware  of  the  foimation  of  the  Canadian  afsociation 
of  jobbers  in  American  watches,  and  also  that  this  company  is  co-operating  with 
that  association  which  prohibits  our  continuing  business  relations  with  you,  from 
the  fact  that  you  are  not  a  member  of  that  association.  We  have  no  jurisdiction  as 
to  who  shall  constitute  its  members.  We  are  advised  of  its  members,  and  your 
name  is  not  iuclnded,  therefoie  we  must  say  that  we  cannot  allow  the  rebate  yon 
refer  to  nor  fill  your  oider  for  movements.  Our  explanation  to  yon  may  seem  short 
and  perhaps  strictly  to  the  point,  but  we  cannot  give  an  extended  explanation  from 
the  fact  that  the  organizing  of  that  association  there  as  well  as  the  association  In 
the  United  States,  precludes  our  saying  other  than  that  we  do  co-operate  strictly  with 
both  associations  and  we  must  abide  by  the  resolutions  of  that  co-operation. 

Your  truly, 

ELGIN  NATIONAL  WATCH  COMPANY. 

Now,  that  covers  that,  I  presume.    They  do  not  acknowledge  there  that  there 
was  a  contract,  but  the  contract  did  exist,  and  they  knew  it.     During  the  time  I  was 
receiving  the  goods  on  this  contract  I  was  supplying  members   of  this   association, 
the  principal  men  in  it,  in  Montreal  and  Toronto. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  How  was,  this  contract  worth  $10,000  ?  A.  They  owed  me  5,000  movements 
for  future  delivery.  You  see  they  entered  for  future  delivery  six  months,  12  months, 
18  months,  and  so  on.  The  object  was  this,  to  make  you  buy  high  grades,  on  which 
they  made  a  very  high  profit,  and  to  make  yon  push  those  until  you  could  get  to  the 
low  grades.  ISow  it  was  on  these  low  grades  we  made  large  money.  It  referred  to 
what  is  known  in  the  trade  as  movements  6,  7  and  13.  I  could  have  sold  them  at  a 
very  large  profit,  and  was  selling  them. 

Q.  And   you    had   taken  a  large  number  of  the  high  grades  ?     A.  I  had  nearly 
$10,000  worth  of  high  grades  and  I  was  choked  up  ;  I  was  impoverishing   myself  in 
order  to  reach  the  low  grades. 
By  Mr.  WoOd: 

Q.  If  I  understand  you  aright  it  was  what  we  would  call  an  order  to  the  com- 
pany, rather  than  a  contract  ?  They  were  not  bound  to  deliver  them  ?  A.  I  did 
not  say  that  they  were,  but  I  was  obliged  to  take  them.  On  tailing  to  take  them  I 
would  be  immediately  cut  off.  It  was  a  penalty,  and  a  very  severe  one.  The 
penalty,  however,  that  I  refer  to  was  that  they  would  cut  me  off  from  their  list 
unless  I  joined  this  association.  These  movements  were  so  important  to  the  jobber 
that  he  could  not  do  his  business  without  them.  They  were  the  sngar  of  the  watch 
dealer's  trade.  I  had  made  a  specialty  of  the  Elgin.  I  was  in  Chicago  at  the  time 
of  the  formation  of  this  company,  and  purchased  nearly  the  first  or  second  bill  that 
they  sent  out,  and  have  been  with  them  always,  and  sold  all  their  goods  very  largely. 
By  the  Chairman :  : 

Q.  What  is  the  next  letter  ?    A.  Of  a  more  recent  date.    They  sometimes  get 
out  new  styles,  and  if  these  are  not  desirable  they  are  dropped.    They  are  discon- 
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tinned,  and  then  thoy  are  outside  the  company,  and  they  will  allow  the  jobbers  to 
sell  them.  I  thought  possibly  they  would  make  some  special  movements  for  me, 
and  I  wrote  them  asking  if  they  would  accept  an  order  for  5,000  movements,  but 
they  declined  to  accept  the  order,  and  assigned  the  same  reasons  as  before. 

Q.  This  letter  yoi  have  read  referred  to  movements,  and  not  to  cases?  A.  The 
Elgin  Company  do  not  make  cases  at  all .  Now  here  is  a  letter  of  recent  date.  I 
wrote  them  ftsking  them  if  they  would  entertain  a  proposition  from  me.  I  wrote 
them  making  a  proposition  for  5,000  movements,  grading  thena  and  sorting  them  so 
that  they  might  suit  my  conveaience,  and  this  is  their  answer : — (Exhibit  96J.) 

Chicago,  16th  January,  1887. 
(J£t.  Stark.— This  date  should  be  1888.) 

Charles  Stark,  Esq.,  Toronto,  Ont. : 

Dear  Sir, — Eeplying  to  yours  of  the  14th  iastant,  would  say  that  it  would  be 
impos8it)le  for  us  to  accept  from  anyone  an  order  for  5,000  movements  to  be 
specially  engraved,  from  the  fact  that  we  are  unable  at  the  present  time  to  prodaoe 
in  sufficient  quantities  to  supply  the  demand.  Considering  your  proposition  from, 
other  standpoints,  that  we  should  manufacture  this  Hue  of  movements  for  your 
acoount,  to  be  shipped  through  the  jobbers'  association,  you  greatly  misjudge  us  if 
you  think  we  would  conduct  our  business  in  a  manner  which  would  necessitate  the 
action  being  kept  very  quiet  and  confidential.  We  agreed  to  cooperate  with  the 
jobbers'  association,  and  have  in  every  instance  lived  up  lo  our  pledges  of  coopera- 
tion,  and  we  fully  believe  all  our  customers  can  vouch  for  our  adherence  strictly  to 
our  pledges,  and  we  fail  to  appreciate  your  inferences  pertaining  to  a  quiet  and  con- 
fidential business. 

Yours  truly, 

ELGIN  NATIONAL  WATCH  COMPANY, 

I  had  good  ground  for  writing  that  letter.     I  believe  that  they  do  clandestinely 
a  good  deal  of  business,  and  do  not  keep  up  to  the  contract ;  that  they  have  branches 
outside,  and   sell    to  dry  goods   and   other   houses.     I  also  wrote  to   the  Waltham 
"Watch  Company,  and  here  is  their  answer,  dated  12th  January,  1888. 
By  Mr.  McKay  : 

Q,  Have  yon  your  original  letter  book  here  ?  A.  No,  sir,  not  here,  but  I  could 
send  it  to  you.     This  answer  will  cover  it.     (Exhibit  9d.) 

Boston,  12th  January,  1888. 
Mr.  Charles  Stark,  Toronto,  Ont. 

Dear  Sir,— Yours  of  the  9th  in  regard  to  special  named  movement-)  has  been 
referred  to  ua  for  reply. 

We  Should  be  pleased  to  make  the  same  for  you,  but  as  we  are  noabb  to  sell  you 
direct,  it  would  have  to  be  done  through  some  jobber  who  is  a  member  of  the  Cana- 
dian association,  and  as  we  deal  with  the  following  bouses  in  Tjrontj,  we  would 
respectfully  refer  you  to  any  of  them. 

Messrs.  P.  W.  Ellis  &  Co. ;  Messrs.  Lee  &  Chellas  ;  Samuel  Frenkel;  the  Gold- 
smith Company;  Edmund  Scheuer. 

Trusting  that  we  shall  soon  hear  from  you  in  regard  to  the  same. 

We  remain  yours  truly, 

ROEBINS,  APPLETON  &  CO. 

Both  these  houses  have  declined  to  accept  my  order.  These  orders  meant 
$30,000,  and  there  is  no  jobber  in  the  association  to-diiy  able  to  handle  those  goods. 
Their  business  is  not  large  enough.  Their  contention  \i  that  I  am  only  a  small 
retail  house,  and  am  not  oatitled  to  the  courtesies  and  privileges  of  a  wholesale 
house.  My  sin  is  not  that  I  retail,  but  that  I  publish  a,  oatalogae  and  establish 
prices  for  well-known  numbers  and  styles".  Broadway,  &o.  These  are  styles  that  I 
advertise  and  put  the  price  on  them,  and  they  complain  that  the  retail  dealer  cannot 
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get  aD^-  price  above  ttio  price  that  ray  catalogue  establishes'.     So  you  see  thatmysio.- 
is  not  that  I  retaiJ,  bat  that  1  publisa  a  catalogue. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Have  you  applied  to  be  a  member  of  this  Jobbers'  Association  ?  A.  No, 
indeed  ;  I  do  not  want  to  be  with  them.  I  endorse  what  those  gentlemen  said  who- 
preceded  me.  I  understand  that  when  I  buy  and  pay  for  goods  1  have  the  right  to 
do  as  I  like  with  them.  I  conduct  my  business  on  a  fair  and  honorable  principlei 
My  business  now  is  this:  I  have  in  my  employ  fifty  hands,  twenty-nine  in  the 
factory,  five  watchmakers,  and  with  the  clerks  this  fifty  is  made  up.  My  present 
production  is  150  cases  a  week,  and  up  to  the  present  time — and  there  is  always 
some  difficulty  in  starting  a  new  factory — I  have  turned  out  between  3,000  and  4,000 
cases.  My  present  production  is  150  a  week,  and  up  to  the  present,  from  the  time 
of  starting,  I  have  turned  out  between  three  and  four  thousand  cases.  My  produc- 
tion averages  150  a  week,  and  with  machinery  which  I  contemplate  getting  I  can 
turn  out  three  times  the  quantity  for  the  future. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  Are  you  debarred  from  getting  the  cases  at  any  time  ?  A.  Yes ;  they  forced 
me  into  the  manufacture  alter  the  formation  of  the  Jewellers'  Association.  We  have 
had  one  factory  known  as  the  American  Watch  Case  Company  in  Toronto,  and  up  to 
that  date  I  drew  my  supplies  from  that.  I  was  one  of  their  largest  customers.  Then 
the  case  companies  in  America  gave  them  opposition,  as  I  understood,  and  said  if 
they  did  not  come  into  their  combination  that  they  would  send  over  to  Canada  and 
manufacture  and  freeze  them  out.  This  is  what  they  told  me  and  I  presume  it  is  so. 
So  they  affiliated  with  the  American  combination  of  case  makers  and  the  members 
of  this  Canadian  Jobbers'  Association  became  members  of  the  association  in  America, 
or  in  the  TJnited  States  rather,  and  they  dovetailed  the  work  into  each  others'  hands, 
so  I  was  then  cut  ofi' from  supplies  there  and  it  forced  me  into  the  manufacture.  I 
had  no  alternative.  My  business  was  suspeoded  unless  I  did  so. 
By  Mr.  Guillet: 

Q.  Was  the  duty  increased  on   cases  ?    A.  Tes.     It  used  to  be  20.     It  is  now 
raised  to  25.  The  duty  on  movements  has  been  lowered  which  makes  it  about  the  same 
thing.     The  duty  on  movements  is  now  about  10. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  The  disability  you  are   now  under  is  jn  getting  your  movements  ?    A.  Tesi. 

Q.  You  have  overcome  the  difficulty  in  regard  to  cases  ?  A.  Yes  ;  I  have  over- 
come that,  but  they  have  given  the  screw  another  turn,  and  that  is  that  a  movement 
shall  not  be  sold  without  the  case,  and  this  has  placed  my  factory  worthless.  It 
destroys  my  business.     They  have  destroyed  it  effectually. 

y.   Who  has  done  that?    A.  The  association  in  America— in  the  United  States. 
By  Mr.  Omllef  : 

Q.  What  control  could  we  have  over  that?  A.  Control  these  men  that  affiliated 
with  them.  They  were  going  to  carry  out  a  measure  for  that  purpose.  I  obtained 
an  injunction  stepping  them  from  passing  that  law. 

Q.  If  the  association  in  the  United  States   refused  to   send  movements  without 
cases.     They  have  an  association  there  ?     A.  They  have  an  association  there. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Established  at  the  instigation  of  Canadian  jobbers?  A.  No,  sir.  There  is 
a  man  in  Cincinnati  named  Duber,  a  large  manufacturer,  employing  somewhere 
about  2,000  men,  a  man  worth  «6,000,000.  He  made  himself  disagreeable  to  those 
men  and  it  was  to  bring  pressure  upon  him  that  this  law  was  passed.  They  passed 
thatlawiotreezehimout.  The  society's  books  here  will  give  you  all  particulars 
and  give  you  all  the  information  about  it.  Now  they  write  a  letter  which  you  have 
there  to  this  aseociation  here  asking  them  to  pass  the  same.  Now  this  is  a  letter- 
press copy  that  was  sent  by  the  National  Association  to  the  Canadian  Associatiott 
ot  Jobbers  m  American  watches:— (Exhibit  9e.) 
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"  Seoretart's  Office,  etc.,  20th  February,  1888. 

"  A  special  general  meeting  of  the  association  will  be  held  on  Thursday,  Ist 
March,  at  11  a.m.,  in  the  secretary's  office  in  Toronto,  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
■what,  if  any,  action  shall  be  taken  in  relation  to  the  following  telegram  received 
from  James  H.  Hayes,  secretary  of  the  National  Association: — '  We  have  adopted 
the  following  new  rule  and  recommend  that  your  association  talse  the  tame  action, 
namely :  No  jobber  shall  be  allowed  to  sell  any  American  movements  without  oases  or 
at  least  as  many  oases  of  same  kind  as  movements,  must  be  sold  in  each  bill,'  and 
also  to  consider  other  matters  appertaining  to  the  watch-case  company."  Now 
this  meeting  I  obtained  an  injunction  for  stopping.  (Exhibit  23a  and  b.)  If  that 
law  is  passed  my  factory  is  stopped  and  is  rendered  worthless. 
By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 

Q.  'That  telegram  is  from  where  ?    A.  The  association  in  New  York. 

Q.  To  the  Canadian  Association  here  ?  A.  Yes ;  Edgar  A.  Wills  is  the  secretary 
of  this  association  in  Toronto. 

Q.  Your  injunction  prevented  the  passage  of  this?     A.   Yes,  sir.    They  were 
sitting  and  debating  when  this  injunction  was  served. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  Things  stand  at  present  under  that  injunction  ?    A.   Yes   sir,     I  have  been 
examined  on  this  question  and  it  has  been  postponed  for  farther  examination . 
By  the  Chairman  ; 

Q.  The  effect  of  this   is  t<^  kill  that  manufactory  in  Canada  ?     A.  Yes,  there  are 
three  case  factories  in  Canada.  Two  are  in  the  ring,  and  lam  not,  so  it  applies  directly 
to  me  and  does  not  affect  anybody  else.     The  retail  jeweller,  if  he  buys  a  movement,, 
he  has  got  to  buy  the  case  and  I  manufacture  the  caoes. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  You  say  there  are  two  other  manufacturers  in  that  ring  and  they  would  be 
affected  ?     A.  No,  doc  in  case  they  are  in  the  ring. 

Q.  They  must  buy  as  many  cases  ?     A.  Oh,  yes  ;  they  can  buy  movements. 

Q.  I  understand  jobbers  must  buy  as  many  cases  as  movements?  A.  You  will 
understand  that  the  case  factories  here  are  not  jobbers.  They  don't  sell  movements, 
I  manufacture  the  cases  and  I  deal  in  movements  also.  Now,  the  American  Watch 
Case  Company  makes  esses  simply.    They  don't  sell  movements. 

Q.  What  would  be  the  use  ot  the  cases  without  movements  ?  A.  The  jobber 
shall  not  sell.  The  case  factory  and  the  movement  factory  are  two  different  thingt*. 
The  members  of  the  Canadian  Association  can  buy  separately  but  they  shall  not  sell 
the  cases  without  a  movement. 

Q.  Wherever  they  get  their  cases  they  get  their  movements  ?     A.  That  is  to  say : 
"  If  you  go  outbide  to  buy  your  cases,  you  cannot  get   movements  from  us." 
By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  .- 

Q.  If  your  injunction  prevails  then  will  you  be  in  a  proper  position  then  ?  A. 
It  is  still  in  court. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  The  injunction  is  temporary,  pending  examination  ?    A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 

Q.  Suppose  the  injunction  succeeds  and  you  prevent  the  association  from  carry- 
ing out  this  order  V  A.  I  am  in  just  the  position  I  was  in  before  so  far  as  the  mant,- 
faeture  of  cases  is  concerned.  It  does  not  give  me  the  privilege  of  buying  thtt 
movements  from  the  factory. 

Q.  You  would  still  be  in  no  better  position  then  ?  A.  I  cannot  buy  movements 
direct  from  the  factory. 

By  Mr.  Macdougall  (Pietou)  : 

Q.  Any  movements  made  in  Canada  ?     A.  No,  sir. 
By  Mr  McKay  : 

Q.  You  can  buy  movements  from  the  wholesale  men  and  jobbers,  can't  you  ? 
A.  Yes ;  by  paying  their  profits.    They  were  my  customers   and   they  turn   round 
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now  and  say  you  have  to  pay  us.     You  are  only  a  retail  man.    To-day  I  have    more 
stock  in  my  vault  than  a  dozen  of  these  men  carry.    There  are  also  in  this  association 
men  who  could  carry  their  stock  of  movements  in  their  pockets. 
By  Mr.  Quillet : 
Q.  They  merely  act  as  commission  jobbers?    A.    There   is   no   commission   on 
movements,  one  jobber  can  sell  to  another. 
By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 
Q.  How  do  you  accoantfor  American  manufacturers  of  movements  preferring  to 
sell  to  jobbers  rather  than  to  you  if  your  trade  would  be  larger  and  wort,h  more  ?    A. 
They  have  cut  me  off.     I  am  not  a  member  of  their   association.      Their   contention 
is  that  a  member  of  the  association  shall  not  publish  a  catalogue,  so  that  if  an  outsider 
goes  into  a  retail  store  he  cannot  be  skinned  beyond  a   certain   amount.      The  com- 
plaint of  the  retailer  is  that   he  cannot   get   beyond   my  catalogue  price.      That 
is  my  offence— not  that  I  retail,  but  that  I  establish  a  price. 
By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 
Q.  Why  do  they  object  to  that  ?     Can  you  give   any   reason  for  it  ?      A.    The 
reason  is  simply  that  they  don't  want  a  price  established  for  the  goods. 

Q.  They  mast  have  some  reason  ?    A.  The  reason  is  that  the  retailers  object  to 
that. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  I  suppose  the  reason  is  if  the  retailers  sell  for  a  high  price  they  have  a  better 
chance  of  getting  their  pay — a  larger  margin  ?    A.  Tes. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 
Q.  Did  you  say   there   was  one   manufacturer  on   the  other   side    who   would 
not  enter  into  that  combination?     A.  He  was  part  of  the  combination,  and  has  just 
withdrawn. 

Q.  Is  he  a  maker  of  movements  ?    A.  No  ;  he   makes   cases.     This   was  got  up 
for  the  purpose  of  freezing  him  out  and  panishiog   him  for  not  stopping  in  the  ring. 
By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 
Q.  How  can  this  matter  be  righted  ?  What  is  the  remedy  ?  A.  One  way  is  to  do 
as  these  other  gentlemen  have  explained,  to  make   that    illegal.     It  is  consjaracy  to 
form  these  associations.     I  would  make  them   illegal — combines,  trusts  or  the  boy- 
cott.    I  have  no  objection  to  these  gentlemen  agreeing  among  themselves  what  they 
•would  sell  their  goods  for.     The  objection  is  that  they  go   to  these  jobbers  and  say : 
"You  shall  not  sell  to  this  man,"  or  come  into  my   place   and   say  :  "  You  shall  sell 
these  goods  at  certain  prices." 
By  Mr.  McKay ; 
Q.  Can  we  make  a  law  to  prohibit  the  American   manufacturers  from  selling  as 
they  like?    A.  They  can  make  a  law  against  combining  here.     They  are  making  a 
law  now  in  the  United  States  and  they  are  enforcing    that   in  different  States.     The 
thing  has  got  to  be  such  an  abuse  and  nuisance  that  they  are   taking  it  up,  and  it  is 
only  a  question  of  time  when  it  will  be  general  in  the  States  that  these  things  will  be 
squashed.     These  are  the  by-laws  of  the  Canadian  Jobbers'  Association.  Here  are  the 
conditions:  An  applicant  for  membership  must  be  possessed  of  a  good  moral  charac- 
ter and  must  make  affidavit : 

"  (a.)  That  he  is  engaged  or  about  to  engage,  legitimately,  in  the  wholesale 
watch  business. 

"  (b.)  That  he  will  make  a  first  purchase  of  not  less  than  $2,000  worth  of  com- 
bination goods." 

That  is  very  arbitrary.  That  simply  meant  that  a  man  cannot  start  business 
unless  he  buys  82,000  worth  of  goods. 

"  (c.)  That  he  will  not  use  the  goods  so  purchased  in  any  way  to  defeat  the 
expressed  objects  of  the  association,  as  set  forth  in  the  constitution  and  by-laws. 

"Sec.  d.  The  annual  dues  of   the   association   shall  be  $25,  payable  in  advance, 

ARTICLE  IX. 

"  Bach  and  every  member  of  the  association  convicted  of  a  violation  of  the  con- 
etitution  or  by-laws,  shall  forfeit  to  the  association  the  sum  of  $600,  and  shall  be 
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•expelled  from  membership ;  and  that  each  member  be  required  to  sign  an  agreement 
embodying  this  by-law." 

If  a  wholesale  man  violates  the  prices  he  is  subjected  to  the  penalty. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  Do  they  fix  the  retail  prices  as  wcil  ?     A.  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  They  have  to  take  an  oath  on  joining  the  association  ?  A.  Not  on  joining  it, 
but  as  often  as  they  are  called  upon,  and  one  man  who  has  sold  me  goods,  I  am  in- 
formed, has  been  called  upon  on  four  different  occasions  by  this  association  and  com- 
pelled to  make  oath  that  he  has  sold  me  at  thtj  price  that  the  goods  were  charged 
in  his  book.  Of  course  they  have  access  to  his  books  at  all  hours  of  the  day,  and  that 
he  has  sworn  four  different  times  that  he  has  not  sold  me  the  goods  otherwise  than 
at  the  prices  charged  there. 

Q.  Is  it  fixed  what  profit  they  shall  have  ?  5  per  cent,  to  the  jobber  ?  A.  Prom 
the  jobber  to  the  retailer  their  profit  is  from  10  to  15  per  cont.  It  depends  upon 
the  amount,  whether  a  man  buys  for  cash  or  time.  In  my  examination  for  two 
hours  in  Toronto  in  the  presence  of  these  gentlemen  who  are  here— I  take  it  for 
granted  their  purpose  here  is  precisely  the  same  as  it  was  there.  I  was  examined 
for  two  hoars  and  five  minutes  altogether,  when  they  beat  around  till  they  came  to 
a  point  to  fix  me  on  oath  and  say :  Did  I  buy  of  any  man  at  less  than  the  combined 
prices  ?  It  so  happened  that  I  did  not  do  it  at  all.  I  did  not  buy  goods  at  all.  I 
have  three  buyers  who  buy  goods  so  I  could  not  speak  of  my  own  knowledge.  Then 
they  asked  if  these  men  had  at  any  time  ever  told  me  that  they  could  buy  at  any- 
thing less.  That  I  declined  to  answer  after  my  counsel  objected  that  I  should 
answer.  The  purpose  I  take  it  that  these  gentlemen  are  here  is — I  am  on  oath  and 
I  know  what  I  say — not  to  go  as^ainst  me  but  against  parties  who  have  sold  me,  so- 
that  the  tine  of  8500  could  be  enforced  upon  some  one  and  cut  off  his  busmesB. 
When  he  could  not  get  goods  from  the  factory  for  his  business,  he  is  ruined. 
By  Mr.  Quillet: 
Q.  The  association  combines  on  principle  and  buy  these  goods  from  the  Ameri- 
can Association  exclusively  with  the  exception  of  this  one  case  manufacturer  en- 
gaged in  Canada.  Does  that  exclude  the  members  of  the  association  from  buying 
movements  and  cases  in  England  or  Germany?  A.  Oh,  no.  It  applies  to 
American  only. 

By  Mr.  McEay  : 
Q.  Did  you  ever  contract   with  these  watch  companies  to  supply  you  with  a 
certain  number  of  movements  ?     A.  Yea,  sir. 

Q.  Did  they  fulfil  the  contract  ?  A.  No,  sir  ;  on  the  contrary,  they  refused  to  on 
account  of  my  not  being  a  member  of  this  association.  They  acknowledged  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  order.     That  is  all. 

By  Mr.  Guillet :  ,    ■        r 

Q.  This  IS  the  clause  I  refer  to  :  "  Section  U.  It  shall  be  deemed  a  violation  of 
of  contract  if  any  of  the  members  ot  this  association  shall  purchase  gold  filled,  silver 
and  nickel  watch  cases  other  than  manufactured  by  members  of  the  American  Watch 
Case  Manufacturers'  Association,  and  the  American  Watch  Case  Company  of 
Toronto"?     A.  Yes,  that  is  plain  enough. 

Q.  They  are  only  to  buy  from  American  manufacturers,  thus  limiting  the  com- 
petition? A.  Yes;  that  is  ihe  meaning  of  it.  That  only  came  into  my  possession 
^uite  recently. 

Q.  "  It  shall  be  deemed  a  violation  of  contract  if  any  of  the  members  ot  tliis 
association  shall  purchase  gold  filled,  silver  and  nickel  watch  cases  other  than  manu- 
factured by  membars  of  the  American  Watch  Case  Manufacturers'  Association  and 
the  American  Watch  Case  Company  of  Toronto,  or  shall  purchase  movements  manu- 
factured by  other  companies  than  those  in  co-operation  with  this  association  and  who 
shall  sell  silver  cases  or  watch  movements  at  lower  prices  than  provided  in  article  9, 
section  1,  of  the  by-laws."  That  means  that  no  one  should  be  allowed  to  purchase 
from  any  other  manufacturer  ?    A.  Yes. 


330  CHARLES   STARK. 


By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  They  would  hardly  be  able  to  shut   off  the   European   trade  ?    A.  No.    It 
simply  means  that  they  shall  do  business  with  the  American  association. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  Mr.  Stark,  watchmakers  and  jewellers  deal  in  both  kinds, 
do  they  not  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Have  you  any  examples  of  large  dealers  fighting   these  American  com- 
panies?   A,  No. 

Q.  They  wish  to  protect  those  who  go  into  the  association  7    A.  Yes. 
Q.  It  would  be  preposterous  to  go  against  ?     A.  They  do  some  very  extraordin- 
ary things  sometimes. 

By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 
Q.  It  seems  to  be,  as  I  understand  the  agreement  between  the  manufacturers  and 
this  association,  that  the  association  should  handle  their  goods  exclusively,  Mr.  Stark. 
Are  there  no  other  persons  in  the  business  besides  yourself,  Mr.  Stark,  who  are  in  the 
same  position  as  yourself  ?     Do  you  know  of  any  ?     A.  There  is  no  other  manufac- 
turer.    There  is  a  retail  house  doing  a  large  business  which  is  not  in  the  association. 
Q.  Eetail  business;  they  buy  from  whom?     A.  From  the  jobbers. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Can  the  retail  dealers  be  members  of  the  association  ?     A.  Not   unless   they 
sell  to  the  trade,  the  restrictions  are  that  a  retail  dealer  must   have   a    man   on  the 
road  and  sell  to  the  trade. 

By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 
Q.  These  are  called  jobbers  as  distinct  from  the  retailers  ?     A.  Yes. 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  Can  a  man  be  a  jobber  and  a  retailer   too  ?     A.  Yes.     Until   quite   recently, 
within  a  few  weeks  in  iaot,  the  retailer  and  the  jobber  could   buy   direct  from  the 
factory  by  paying  an  additional  5  per  cent.  I  think  it  was,  but  now  they  are  out  off, 
80  that  a  man  who  is  a  jobber  has  to  separate  his  business.     He  cannot  retail  and  be 
a  jobber  too.     That  is  my  understanding. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 
Q.  Could  you  not  get  these  movements  from  English  or  Swiss   manufacturers  ?' 
Ai  English  and  Swiss  movements  would  not  take  the  place  of  these,    but  there  are 
several  small  factories  in  the  United  States  that  are  not  in  the  association  and  which 
retail,  and  we  are  falling  back  on  them.     I  am  drawing  some  from  them,  but  I  must 
get  these  special  lines  I  am  advertizing.     I  make  a  specialty  of  them.    I   constantly 
take  between  20,000  and  30,000  of  the   Elgin   and  Waltham  watches.     They  say  I 
bave  done  more  to  introduce  these  goods  and  to  push  them  than  all  the  others  in  the 
trade  put  together. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q,  You  are  a  jobber  and  a  retailer  ?     A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Guillet: 
Q.  Is  the  Eockton  Quick  Time  Company  in  the  combination  ?     A.  No,  sir;  thO' 
Aurora  also  are  rot  in  the  combination. 

Q.  Do  you  buy  from  these?     A.  I  do  from  the  Aurora  Company. 

By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 
Q    Are  there  arjy  other  persons  in  the  same   position   i.e.   yourself?     A.  I   dare 
say  there  are  a  great  many  in  the  States  who  are  in  the  same  position. 
Q.  Do  yon  know  any  in  Canada?     A.  I  do  not  know  of  any  other. 
Q.  \ou  are  the  only  person  tffeoted   by   this,   then?     A.  Yes.     When   I   came 
iore  I  had  been  a  jobber  for  20  years.     I  do  not  know  of  any  other  man  out  off  as  I 
am. 

By  Mr.  Bain  ( Wentworth)  : 
Q.  1  suppose  they  expect  yon  to  pay  the  higher  price  ?     A.  Yes.     The  result  of 
this  combination  is  such  that  it  will  shut  up  my  business.    The  difference   between 
my  price  and  the  price  in  Canada  is  25  to  40  per  cent,  in  spite  of   the   duty,    I  am 
selling  them  from  25  to  40  per  cent,  less  than  they  are  selling  them. 

Q.  Thus  every  man  that  buys  a  watch  is  interested  ?    A.  Yes;  every  man. 
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By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 

Q.  Is  your  price  less  than  the  price  in  the  States  ?     A.  Yes.     There    is   one   oti 
my  manufacture — a  11  jewel  American  watch  (witness  hands  watch  to   the   Chair- 
man) I  send  that  watch  out  for  $5. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  What  movement  is  this  ?     A.  Swiss-American. 

Q.  And  you  make  the  case  yourself?     A.  Yes.  ' 

Q.  Is  it  solid  silver  ?  A.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  solid  silver.  The  dome,  the 
cap,  is  German  bilver,  and  there  is  a  rim  of  German  silver,  but  it  is  what  is  called  a 
silver  case. 

By  Mr.  GUillet : 

Q.  The  movement  is  a  Swiss  one,  is  it  ?  A.  Yes.  There  is  coin  and  sterling 
silver.  The  sterling  silver  is  925  out  of  a  thousand  parts  of  silver  and  coin  silver  is- 
8'75  out  of  a  thousand  parts.  The  coin  silver  is  so  called  being  of  the  same  quality- 
as  onr  silver  coins. 

By  Mr.  Mackay  : 

Q.  Eighty-seven  and  a-half  per  cent.  ?    A.  Yes. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  "What  is  your  retail  price  for  that  watch  ?    A.  85  and  84.50  by  wholesale, 
or  in  large  quantities.     I  endorse  what  Mr.  Lightbound  said  with  regard  to  the  sugar 
business,  that  no  man  has  a  right  to  come  into  my  store  and  dictate   to   me   how   I 
shall  sell  them  or  what  I  shall  do  with  them. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  What  remedy  do  you  suggest?  A.  The  remedy  is  right  here.  Here  is 
a  law  that  they  have  passed  recently. 

The  Chairman. — (Beading  Jrom  the  Manufacturing  Jeweller,  Providence,  E.I.) 
Here  is  an  article  headed  "  The  Great  Watch  Convention  ;  what  was  accomplished 
at  the  recent  meeting  ;  Eetirement  of  Mr.  Hayes  ;  A  case  to  go  with  every  movement ; 
numerous  little  jobbers  dropped  ;  new  officers  elected — "  and  it  gives  the  following 
resolutions : 

"  Whereas,  a  number  of  dealers  have  made  a  practice  of  sending  out  price-lists, 
catalogues  and  circulars  and  in  other  ways  advert)zing  watches  for  sale  to  the  con- 
sumer at  regular  trade  prices  or  at  a  very  slight  advance  upon  the  same,  be  it  therefore 

"  Resolved,  that  the  secretary  shall  send  the  name  of  any  dealer  he  discovers  ad- 
vertizirg  the  sale  of  American  watches  to  the  consumer  at  less  than  25  per  cent,  in 
advance  of  the  net  cash  price  to  the  retailer,  to  each  member,  and  after  receiving  such 
notice  it  shall  be  deemed  a  violation  of  the  contract,  with  penalty  of  expulsion,  to 
sell  or  furnish  any  American  watches  to  said  dealers  until  such  notice  is  received 
from  the  secretary  that  they  have  given  him  such  assurances  as  have  satisfied  bim 
that  they  will  not  offend  in  future. 

"  Mesolved,  That  any  jobber  who  has  not  purchased  $5,000  net  of  combination 
goods  during  the  past  year  shall  be  dropped  from  the  list  and  ceases  to  be  a  member 
of  this  association. 

"  Besolved,  That  the  Jobbers'  Association  heartily  support  the  manufacturers 
in  their  efforts  to  meet  competition  and  firmly  oppose  any  attacks  upon  themselves 
or  any  of  the  manufacturers  co-operating  with  them. 

*  *  *  *  *  * 

"  Besolved,  That  no  member  of  the  Jobbers'  Association  shall  be  allowed  to  gell 
any  American  movement  without  case,  i.e.,  that  at  least  as  many  cases  as  movements 
must  be  sold  on  each  bill. 

"Besolved,  That  the  list  of  special  retailers  be  abolished,  the  intention  <^f  the 
manufacturers  being  to  work  their  product  through  members  of  the  Jofcbtrs'  Asso- 
ciation only." 

"  The  American  Watch  Case  Manufacturers'  Association  was  formed  three  years 
ago  at  about  the  same  time  as  the  Jobbers'  Association  was  organized. 

"About  twenty  of  the  little  jobbers  were  dropped. 
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'  The  Manufactarera'  Association  have  ten  members  who  are  case  manufacturers 
and  e  ght  co-operative  who  are  movement  manufacturers. 

"  One  hundr^  and  fourteen  jobbers  were  represented  in  person  and  sixty-two 
proxies  were  filed  with  the  secretary,  so  that  every  section  of  the  country  was  well 
represented. 

"  The  report  of  the  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Jobbers'  Association  showed  a 
present  membership  of  239  as  against  262  last  year  and  a  balance  on  the  right  side 
of  the  treasury." 

A.  The  association  there  represents  some  forty  or  fifty  mills,  so  that  they  can 
smash  up  and  ireeze  out  any  man  they  want  to.  Here  is  a  by-law  that  is  being  intro- 
duced m  the  State  of  Maryland.  It  has  not  yet  become  law.  (Witness  produced 
The  Watch  Dial  of  February,  188b). 

By  Mr.  Wood  {Westmoreland) : 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  there  are  any  such  laws  in  existence  anywhere  else? 
A.  I  do  not  think  so. 

Q.  Have  there  been  any  similar  combinations  to  this  in  the  old  country  ?  A. 
No.     They  are  of  recent  growth  and  originated  in  the  States. 

Q.  Still  there  are  combinations  in  Great  Britain  ?  A.  I  do  not  think  there  are 
any  combinations  of  this  nature,  it  is  confined  to  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  in  this  particular  trade  ?     A.  In  this   particular  trade.    There 
are  a  number  of  combinations  in  the  States.     There  is  a  combination   existing  there 
to-day  in  cartridges,  and  they  admit   that  they  are  making  a  profit  of   65  per  cent, 
while  they  allow  the  jobber  to  make  only  15  per  cent.  ' 


John  H.  Jones,  Montreal,  wholesale  jeweller,  being  sworn,  deposed  as  fallows  :— 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  How  long  have  yon  been  in  your  present  business?     A.  I  have  been  engaged 
m  the  watch  business  in  Canada  for  nearly  thirty  years. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  combinations  in  this  business  ?  A.  Well,  I  may  say  Mr 
Chairman,  that  some  three  or  four  years  ago,  there  were  certain  abuses  which  crept 
into  the  American  watch  movement  and  case  trade  as  it  then  obtained  in  Canada 
A  number  of  people  had  been  in  the  habit  of  importing  imitation  movements,  some 
made  in  the  States  and  some  made  in  Switzerland,  principally  in  Switzerland  These 
movements  were  put  into  American  cases,  and,  although  bogus,  were  advertised  and 
sold  as  genuine  American  watches.  There  had  been  certain  names  attached  to  grades 
of  movements  made  by  the  manufacturers  in  the  States.  These  names  had  become 
tamihar  not  only  to  the  legitimate  tradebut  by  reason  of  the  publication  of  price  lists 
which  were  widely  distributed  by  various  jobbers.  The  public  got  familiar  with  the 
price  and  wo  found-most  of  the  large  trade  found- that  that  interfered  with  the  ffen- 
eral  trade  and  the  profit  to  the  retailer.  With  a  view  to  the  correction  of  that, 
three  or  four  of  the  largest  dealers  had  an  informal  meeting,  and  discussed  how  this 
difficulty  could  be  gt  over.  An  association  of  jobbers,  I  believe,  then  existed  in  the 
btates,  and  was  working  very  well  in  the  States  to  all  concerned.  After  some  little 
discussion  It  was  resolved  that  an  attempt  should  be  made  to  form  a  similar  associa- 
Ln  U?T  f'  ""t'f  ^^«  ^-l^^^ssful.  This  society  was  organized  some  three  years 
ago  la-.t  April.  As  I  said  before,  a  number  of  these  bogus  movements  had  been  im- 
ported  and  put  into  American  cases,  and  in  some  instances  a  genuine  movement  was 
puU.to  a  bogus  case  and  advertized  and  sold  as  a  legitimate  American  case.  The 
public  were  thus  deceived  and  paid  enormous  prices,  paid  in  fact  the  price  of  the 
genumo  artic  e  for  the  bogus.  The  gentlemen  who  formed  the  associationTn  Canada 
comprised,  I  think,  the  whole  of  the  jobbers  in  the   country  at  the  time.     1  do  not 

mat^n  of  X  «f -7  '"*'  T'\  l^'''  ^'''  ''^«°  ''^'''^  ^^^'^^  «t^'ted  since  the  for- 
mation of  the  society  or  about  the  time  this  society  was  started,  who  have  more 
recently  become  connected  with  the  society.  We  refuse  permission  o  no  one  soZg 
as  he  IS  a  legitimate  jobber  of  watches  and  watch  movements.  ^ 
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By  the  Chairman  ; 

Q.  Do  you  except  Mr.  Stark  from  that  statement  ?  A.  We  would  be  glad  at 
any  time  on  applicftion  to  receive  him. 

_  Q.  'You  said  no  jobbers  were  outside  of  the  association  at  the  time  you  formed 
it?  A.  Mr.  Stark  is  not  a  jobber.  He  is  a  retailer  in  the  strictest  sense  of  the  word. 
I  think  he  has  acknowledged  that  himself. 

Mr.  Stabk.— No,  sir,  I  sell  wholesale,  and  have  done  so. 

Mr.  Jones. — I  must  have  misunderstood  you  then. 

Q-  Furthermore,  Mr.  Stark  said  he  supplied  many  of  the  members  of  the  as- 
sociation ?  A.  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  contradict  him,  because  I  do  not  know;  but 
I  am  puzzled  to  know  who  it  would  be.  I  believe  every  jobber,  every  legicimate 
jobber  in  the  country  is  a  member  of  this  association.  This  is  my  impression  ;  I  may 
be  wrong.  If  there  is  one  out  I  do  not  know  him.  Every  legitimaio  jobber  in 
American  watches  and  movements  is  a  member  of  our  association! 

Q.  What  do  you  call  a  legitimate  jobber  ?  A.  One  who  does  a  iobbing  business 
only. 

Q,  Do  all  your  members  confine  themselves  to  jobbing?  A.  Two  or  three  are 
jobbers  and  also  retailers. 

Q.  They  would  be  in  the  same  position  as  Mr.  Stark  ?  A.  Yes ;  the  same  posi- 
tion. If  necessary,  I  can  give  their  names.  I  do  not  speak  at  random  in  this  matter. 
I  have  been  connected  with  the  association  since  its  formation.  I  have  been  officially 
connected  with  it,  and  now  president  of  the  association,  and  know  the  working  of  it 
intimately. 

By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  Ton  have  heard  Mr.  Stark's  statement ;  is  there  anything  yon  wish  to  con- 
trovert ?  A.  Yes ;  there  are  some  points  lo  take  up.  I  would  be  glad  to  explain  any 
of  the  by-laws. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Is  this  your  constitution  ?  A.  Yes  ;  that  is  a  copy  of  our  by-laws  and  consti- 
tution. 

By  Mr.  Wood  : 

Q.  How  do  you  understand  that  clause  which  Mr.  Stark  referred  to  about  sell- 
ing American  movements  or  eases  and  no  other  ?  Are  members  of  the  association 
precluded  from  dealing  in  any  other  watches  ?  A.  No,  sir.  Jobbers  can  buy  watches 
wherever  they  choose.  I  buy  watches  in  the  States.  I  buy  watches  in  Switzerland 
— both  cases  and  movements. 

Q.  How  do  you  account  for  article  11  ? 

The  Chairman. — It  reads :  "  It  shall  be  deemed  a  violation  of  contract,  if  any 
of  the  members  of  this  association  shall  purchase  gold  filled,  silver  and  nickel  watch 
cases  other  than  manufactured  by  members  of  the  American  Watch  Case  Manufac- 
turers' Association  and  the  American  Watch  Case  Company  of  Toronto  ;  or  shall 
purchase  movements  manufactured  by  other  companies  than  those  in  co-operation 
with  this  association,  or  who  shall  sell  silver  cases  or  watch  movements  at  lower 
prices  than  provided  in  article  nine,  section  one,  of  by-laws  ?"  A.  I  may  say  that 
that  by-law  has  exclusive  reference  to  American  cases .  These  so  called  gold  filled 
cases  are  not  made  in  this  country,  and  at  the  time  that  was  put  in  about  buying 
only  from  the  American  Watch  Case  Company,  Mr.  Stark  was  not  making  cases  for 
the  trade. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Would  it  be  a  violation  of  your  constitution  or  regulations  if  any  member  of 
your  association  should  commit  the  crime  of  buying  watch  oases  from  Mr.  Stark  ? 
A,  Well,  no ;  I  think  not. 

Q.  Then  what  is  the  meaning  of  the  11th  clause  ?  A.  We  had  the  liberty  to  do 
so,  I  think. 

Q.  "  Or  shall  purchase  movements  manufactured  by  other  companies  than  those 
in  co-operation  with  this  association,  or  who  shall  sell  silver  cases  or  watch  move- 
ments at  lower  prices  than  provided  in  article  nine,  section  one,  of  by-laws."  Mr.  Stark 
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says  there  is  no  other  company  ?     A.  Another  is  the  Montreal  Watch  Case  Com- 
pany, 80  far,  and  yet  there  have  been  oases  sold  to  jobbers  from  that  company. 

Q.  What  is  the  meaning  of  article  11  ?  A.  When  this  article  was  passed  there 
was  only  one  manufacturer  in  existence  at  the  time. 

Q.  But  this  is  amended  January,  1888  ?  A.  Well,  we  have  had  no  knowledge 
that  Mr.  Stark  was  making  these  goods  in  large  quantities. 

Q,  Well,  a  man  who  swears  he  has  twenty-nine  men  engaged  in  manufacturing, 
and  makes  150  oases  a  week,  should  not  be  unknown  to  this  association  ?  A.  1  did 
not  understand  him  to  say  that  he  had  twenty-nine  men. 

Mr.  Stark — Men  and  boys,  hands. 

Mr.  Jones — I  have  never  seen  any  of  Mr.  Starij's  cases  until  to-night.  It  is  the 
first  case  I  have  ever  seen  of  his,  but  I  would  judge  they  were  not  suitable  for  first 
class  trade. 

By  Mr.  Quillet  : 

Q.  Could  you  enforce  that  penalty  against  any  member  of  your  association  ?    A* 
I  think  they  would  require  to  be  in  afl&liation. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  WentwortK)  : 

Q.  Then  that  clause  is  in  active  existence  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  McDougall  {Pictou)  : 

Q.  Then  that  would  preclude  purchase  from  any  other  country?     A.  That  is 
mot  the  spirit  of  the  by-law;  it  only  refers  to  the  United  States  and  Canada. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  It  evidently  refers  to  Canada,  because  it  mentions  the  company  in   Toronto. 

Mr.  Wood — It  really  makes  exception  of  any  factory.  The  wording  of  that 
Iby-law  does  not  seem  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  practice  or  principles  of  the 
association. 

The  Chairman.— This  was  first  passed  in  1885.  That  is  the  date  of  the  consti- 
tution. It  was  amended  in  January,  i888.  That  is  the  date  of  this  present  con- 
atitution. 

By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  Was  that  the  object,  of  securing  a£Bliation  with  the  American  manufacturers  ? 
A.  Partly  so.     We  were  supposed  to  buy  any  watch  cases  that  we  bought  iii  the  United 
States  from  members  of  the  association  there. 
By  the  Chairman: 

Q-  Suppose  Mr.  Stark  wanted  to  join  this   association,   what   does   affiliation 
mean  ?    A.  By  simply  making  a  contract  similar  to  what  the  American  Watch  Case 
Company  have  with  our  association. 
By  Mr.  Guillet ; 

Q.  The  object  ot  the  Americans  is  to  exclude  all  foreign  competition  ?  A.  On 
the  contrary.  This  American  Watch  Case  Company  is  only  a  name.  It  is  located 
in  Toronto. 

Q,  I  am  speaking  of  American  manufacturers  in  the  Uaited  States,  who  would 
desire  a  clause  in  the  contract  with  you,  so  that  they  could  get  control  of  the  trade 
in  this  country?  A.  It  was  so  as  to  hold  small  jobbers  who  buy  only  from  those  who 
were  in  the  association. 

Q.  Do  you  not  suppose  they  had  a  further  object,  by  keeping  out  all  others? 
A.  Not  at  all.  I  suppose  there  is  not  a  jobber  of  any  size  who  does  not  import  Swiss 
watches. 

Q.  Still  that  by-law  imposes  a  penalty  ?   A.  It  was  not  the  intent  of  the  by-law. 
That  point  has  never  been  raised,  nor  even  thought  of. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Was  that  clause  added  in  January,  1888?     A.  No;  it  was  an  old  one. 
By  Mr.  Wood  ,- 

Q.  Was  one  of  the  objects  that  the  American  manufacturers  had  in  view  to  have 
their  particular  make  of  watches  and  movements  sold  in  such  a  way  that  no  imposi- 
tion could  be  practiced  ?    A.  They  wanted  their  good  properly  marketed. 
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Q.  As  I  UDderstand  it,  it  would  be  similar  to  this :  These  manufacturers  might 
have  appointed  an  agentforthe  Dominion  who  would  be  the  only  one  who  would  sell 
their  genuine  make  of  goods,  and  this  asBOoiation  takes  the  place  of  the  agent  for  the 
sale  of  their  goods. 

Mr.  GmLLET. — It  is  when  bogus  goods  were  coming  from  foreign  parts. 
Mr.  Wood — Yes;  but  I  understood  Mr.  Jones  that  they  made  ariangements 
with  only  those  jobbers  who  sold  their  goods?  A.  The  American  manufacturers 
decided  that  they  would  market  their  goods  through  jobbers  only.  Previously  they 
had  tried  it  through  jobbers  and  retailers,  making,  however,  a  difference  in  favor  of 
the  jobber  by  giving  him.  a  better  discount.  About  this  time,  or  a  little  previous 
perhaps,  to  eut  oflf  all  the  retail  trade  and  only  do  business  through  the  jobber.  This 
was  on  account  of  the  variety  of  prices  and  the  jobber  not  being  able  to  get  a  profit, 
nor  the  retailers,  by  reason  of  the  out  prices  and  bogus  goods  around  the  country* 

Q.  Did  that  increase   the   price?     A.  Since   tbe  formation    of   the   association 
prices  have  steadily  gone  down.     The  watches  in  our  country  are  cheaper  to-day 
than  ever  before,  notwithstanding  the  tariff  being  against  us. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  Is  that  in  consequence  of  this  association  ?    A.  No ;  in  consequence  of  com- 
petition in  the  American  market. 

Q.  About  what  time  was  the  arrangement  entered  into  by  which  movements 
and  cases  were  required  to  be  sold  in  uniform  quantities  ?  A.  This  has  never  been 
established  by  our  society. 

Q.  Thai  is  an  American  action?     A.  Yes;  entirely. 
Q.  At  the  instance  of  your  society  ?     A.  Nothing  to  do  with  it  whatever. 
Q.  Your  association  met  in  Toronto  the  other  day  ?    A.  No,  sir  ;  that  statement 
is  incorrect  and  untrue.     The  question  of  this  telegram   had    been   referred  to  the 
meeting  and  a  decision  come  to  before  thei'e  was   anything  known  aboat  this  injunc- 
tion.   The  injunction  had  no  torce  on  that  meeting. 

Q.  What  was  the  decision  ?     A.  That  we  could  not  entertain  such  a  law. 

By  Mr.  Ghiillet  : 
Q.  Is  it  recorded  on  the  minutes  ?     A.  We  have  the   minuies  at  the  hotel  and 
we  can  produce  them .     We  can  show  you  the  point   at  which   the  injunction  was 
produced  at  the  meeting  just  previous  to  their  separating.     That  question  had  been 
dealt  with  and  decided  before  there  was  a  word  known  about  the  injunction. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q-  Then  this  proposition  was  submitted   to   your  association  by  the  association 
of  American  watch  movement  manufacturers?    A.  Watch  case  manufacturers. 
By  Mr.  McKay : 
Q.  You  say  there  were  imitation  and  bogus   movements   brought  in  ?     A.  Yes, 
Q.  Did  they  put  on  the  names   of   American    movements?     A.  You  see  on  Mr. 
Stark's  watch  the  name  "  Providence."     It  is  a  Swiss  movement  of  the  value  of  $1.50 
to  lay  them  down  in  Canada. 

Mr.  Staek.— I  will  take  5,000. 

Mr.  Jones.— That  movement  is  stamped  "  Providence,"  and  is  a  bogus  movement. 

Mr.  Staek.— It  is  called  Swiss- American.    There  is  no  factory   known    by  the 

name  of  Providence,  and  what  is  more,   no  movement  can   pass   the  customs  of  the 

United  States  or  Canada  that  is  bogus.     I  say  that  I   have   not  seen  genuine  brands 

imitated,  and  I  have  sold  scores  of  movements. 

Q.  Did  they  put  a  name,   say   Elgin,   or  Bartlett,   or   BUery  ?     A,  They  do  it 

sometimes  by  changing  a  letter.     For  instance   I  have  seen  hundreds  of  movements 

that  would  be  taken  for  Bartlett,  marked  Barzlett— a  Swiss  movement. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  A  bogus  movement  is  one   that   purports   to   have  the  name  of  some  known 

movement  on  it?     A.  It  is  an  imitation.     Instead   of  Bartlett   it  was   simply  put 

Barzlett.  „     .    mi. 

Q.  How  do  you  call  this  "Providence"   a  bogus  movement?    A.  i  here  is  no 
such  place  as  Providence  in  Switzerland. 
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Q.  There  is  no  such  place  as  BUery  ?  A.  There  is  the  name  of  a  person  as 
well  as  a  place  used. 

Q.  Is  it  the  imitation  of  an  American  movement?  A.  It  is  done  to  deceive. 
The  public  honestly  buy  that,  believing  it  to  be  an  American  watch,  which  it  is  not; 

Q.  Are  theie  any  watches  made  in  Providence?  A.  No;  not  in  the  watch 
trade,  neither  in  movements  nor  cases. 

Q.  How  do  you  make  that  out  a  bogus  one  ?  A.I  say  it  is  done  for  the  pur- 
poses of  fraud.  The  name  put  on  the  movement  is  "  Providence,"  and  it  is  attempted 
to  foist  that  upon  the  public  as  an  American  watch.  It  has  the  name  of  an  Ameri- 
can city  upon  it,  from  which  the  public  would  believe  it  was  an  American  watch. 
We  have  a  great  number  of  these  sort  of  things.  Not  only  such  names  as  "Provi- 
dence," but  "'Boston  "  aod  "Chicago."  They  have  these  names  put  on  to  lead  peo- 
ple to  believe  that  these  are  American  goods.  They  have  quite  a  variety  of  names 
on  these  fraudulent  movements,  because  they  are  imported  to  deceive  the  public. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  Other  businesses  find  the  same  means  resorted  to  to  deceive  the  public,  and 
they  simply  advertise  the  fact  and  warn  any  and  everyone  from  selling  such  goods 
under  a  penalty.  They  do  not  combine.  I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  to  protect 
the  people  by  combining?  A.  It  is  necessary.  To  protect  the  public,  we  have 
iormed  this  association  partly,  and  a  good  deal  in  the  interest  of  jobbers  and  the 
retail  people,  who  fue  unable  to  get  proper  prices  for  their  goods. 
By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 

Q.  What  are  the  profits  now  ?  A.  The  profits  between  the  jobbers  is  about  five 
per  cent. 

Q.  Five  per  cent.  ?    A.  Five  per  cent,  between  the  jobbers. 

Q.  From  one  jobber  to  another  ?    A.   Yes. 
By  Mr.  Quillet : 

Q.  Between  jobbers  and  dealers  ?  A.I  will  explain  to  you ;  our  business  is 
different  from  that  of  the  grocer  or  any  other  staple  line  of  business  such  as  this. 
Wholesale  jewellers  who  do  a  large  business  are  obliged  to  hold  a  very  large  stock. 
They  do  their  business  principally  on  the  road  by  travellers .  The  cost  of  obtaining 
orders  amounts  to  about  ten  per  cent ,  so  that  the  profit  the  jobber  gets  through  the 
retailer  is  really  about  something  in  the  neighborhood  of  17J  per  cent. 

Q .  Gross  profit  ?     A .  Gross  profit 
By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 

Q.  Is  there  any  regulation  among  the  retailers?     A.   There  is  no  regulation 
among  the  retailers;  they  sell  for  what  they  choose. 
By  Mr.  Quillet : 

Q.  Tou  are  at  liberty  to  sell  at  retail  ?     A.   We   don't   sell   at  retail,    we   sell 
wholesale  only  ;  but  there  are  some  members   of  our   association  who  do  sell  retail, 
but  when  they  do  sell  at  retail  they  sell  at  a  profit  over  and  above  the  jobbers'  prices, 
something  like  25  per  cent. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.   Do  the  jobbers   agree   upon    a   price,  lower  than  which  they  shall  not  sell 
these  standard  watches  ?    A .   Yes . 
By  Mr.  Quillet  : 

Q.  If  you  sell  retail  you  bind  the  members  of  the  association  not  to  sell  at  less 
than  25  per  cent,  over  and  above  the  jobbers'  prices?  A.  Yes;  I  would  think  25 
per  cent,  is  only  a  small  profit  for  the  retailer  to  have.  He  is  obliged  to  hold  a  large, 
valuable  stock,  and  a  stock  that  is  not  turned  over  rapidly,  and  therefore  he  is  obliged 
to  have  a  little  more  profit  than  a  man  who  is  selling  sugar  and  other  staple  articles 
of  that  kind. 

By  Mr.  Gillmor  : 

Q.  Was  your  organization  formed  at  the  instance  of  the  manufacturers  in  the 
States  ?     A.   No,  sir ;  it  was  not. 

Q.  It  was  voluntary  ?  A.  It  was  as  I  told  you;  the  very  beginning  of  it  wa» 
that  It  was  felt  that  something  was  necessary  to  be  done  among  the  jobbers,  and 


WATCHES   AND   OASES,  337 


three  or  fcur  of  them,  after  diBcussicg  this  thing,  came  to  the  decision  that  it  would 
be  a  proper  thing  to  form  an  association,  which  was  afterwards  mentioned  to  other 
members  of  the  jobbing  trade,  and  they  resolved  to  have  a  meeting  to  discuss  the 
thing.  It  seemed  to  strike  them  in  the  right  light  to  be  the  best  plan  of  overcoming 
this  difficulty  or  difficulties  I  have  mentioned,  and  that  was  the  formation  of  the 
society. 

Q.  Then,  after  your  organization  was  complete,  you  approached  the  manufac- 
turers in  the  United  States  ?     A.  We  affilated,  so  to  speak,  with  them. 

Q.  It  was  at  the  instance  of  this  association-  in  Canada  that  that  relation  was 
fornu^d  ?  A.  Exactly  ;  and  in  order  to  give  force  to  the  thing  our  association  agreed 
on  this  side,  and  the  American  agsociation  agreed  to  confine  their  sales  only  to 
members  of  this  lissociation  in  Canada.  At  the  time,  as  1  told  you,  I  believed  that 
all  the  jobbers  in  Canada  were  agreeable  to  this  association.  1  don't  know  of  any 
that  objected  to  it. 

By  Mr.  McKay  : 
Q.  This  is  an  association  of  importers  then?     A.  Well,  importers  you  might  call 
them,  or   manufacturers.     Many  of  the    members  of  our   association  manuiacLure. 
Quite  a  number  manufacture. 

Q.  Watch  cases  ?     A.  Not  watch  cases  or   movements  but  jewellery. 

By  Mr.  GiUmor  : 
Q.  I  was  going  to   ask  whether  this   manufactory   in  Toronto   is  carried   on  by 
Americans  ?     A.  it  is  carried  on  principally  by  Canadians.     It  is  a  joint  stock  com- 
pany limited.     The  principal  man  in  it  is  a  Canadian, 
By  Mr.  Bain  (WentwortK)  : 
Q.  Does  your  association  extend  over  matters  in  the  trade  outside  of  watches  and 
cases?     A.   Nothing  else,  only  watch  cases,  American  watch  cases  and  wa'.ch  move- 
ments, but  not  to  English  watches,  or  Swiss  watches  or  French  watches. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  the  association  was  formed  principally  to  keep 
out  these  bogus  articles  and  then  you  tell  us  it  does  not  include  Swiss  and  European 
watches  but  only  American  watches  ?  A.  I  don't  exclude  the  Swiss,  if  a  proper  trade 
mark  is  put  upon  the  Swiss   watch.     We  sell  Swiss   watches  and  we    sell  them  with 
legitimate  names  on  them. 

Q.  What  names  ?     A.  There  are  three  or  four  different  names.    There  is  Patek. 

By  Mr.  Quillet  : 
Q.  You  said  you  prepared  a  contract  with  Stark  for  the  delivery  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  these  bogus  ones  ?  A.  No  ;  my  idea  is  he  thinks  my  price  is  wrong,  but  I  will 
guarantee  my  price.     That  is  the  value  of  that  movement  precisely. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  What  effect  has  your  association  had  in  reducing  the  sale  of  what  you  say  are^ 
bogus  watches  in  Canada.     In  what  respect  has  it   protected  the  public  from  the  im- 
position  they  have  suffered  ?     A.  I  think  the  retailers  have  almost  to  a  man  supported 
the  jobbers  in  their  effort  to  raise  the  standard  and  keep  up  the  standard  of  the  goods. 
Q.  There  is  nothing  to  prevent  a   man  now  any  more  than  formerly  importing 
these  inferior  watches  and  selling  them  as  a  better  article?     A.  Nothing   whatever. 
Q.  In  what  respect  has  your  organization  improved  this  ?     A.  There  is  not  the 
demand  from  the  retail  trade  for  this  class  of  goods,  but  as  long  as  the  retailer  could 
get  bogus  watches  and  sell  them  for  the  same   price  as  the  genuine  ones  and  obtain 
fifty  per  cent,  more  for  it,  this  one  he  would  sell. 

Q,  Tou  have  given    up    keeping   this   class  of  goods— these  jobbers  who    have 

joined  the  association  ?   A.  Largely  so,  I  think.  I  think  that  has  been  the  effect  of  it. 

Q.  There  is  nothing  to  prevent  others  from  doing  that  business  where  thoy  can 

make  50  per  cent,  profit  ?     A.  Oh,  no.  .    .       .         o 

Q.  In  that  respect  the  public  haven't   gained  so  much  as  the  association  have  ^ 

A.  The  public  have  gained  by  getting  a  better  article  at  a  legitimate  price. 

Q.  Still  the  merchant   by  these   sinister   motives  will   go  on   just  as  formerly  (" 
A,  I  suppose,  to  some  extent. 
3—22 
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Q.  What  prevents  it  ?  A.  Nothing,  only  there  is  no  demand  among  the  retailers. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  Do  you  restrict  the  retail  trade  from  buying  these  movements?  A.  No,  sir. 
The  trade  in  Amerioan  watches  was  begun  in  Canada  about  thirty  years  ai^o  when 
there  were  then  not  sold  in  Canada  perhaps  100  watches  in  the  whole  Dominion. 
Mr.  Stark  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  introduction  of  American  watches  into  Canada 
as  he  claims,  nothiog  whatever. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q  Stark  said  he  was  only  ten  years  in  Canada  himself?  A.  I  understood  him 
to  claim  that  he  was  instrumental  in  producing  demands  for  these  goods. 

Mr.  Bain  (Wentworth). — The  chairman  is  correct.  1  understood  him  to 
say  he  has  only  been  ten  years  here. 

The  Chairman — Since  he  has  been  here  he  has  spent  so  many  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  in  business. 

Mr.  Stark. — I  have  been  twenty-five  years  in  the  business. 
By  Mr  Bain  (  Wentworth) — addressing  witness  : 

Q.  Has  the  sale  of  American  watches  largely  increased  ?  A.  It  has  largely 
increased  fiom  the  hundred  purchased  the  first  year.  I  presume  there  are  few  job- 
bers now  but  what  sell  thousands  per  annum. 

Q.  Have  you  any  idea  of  the  gross   sale  of  American  watches  in  a  year  ?    A.  I 
have  only  so  far  as  we  do  of  our  own  business. 
By  the  Chairman  ■ 

Q.  How  many  do  you  sell  in  a  year  yourself?  A.  There  is  just  a  point  I  want 
to  correct  where  Mr.  Stark  made  a  mistake.  I  propose  to  ask  him  to  consider  that 
thing  again :  if  he  sold  as  many  as  a  dozen  jobbers  did  together.  I  think  we  have  only 
some  18  or  20  jobbers  altogether.  He  says  that  no  jobber  can  use  $5,000  worth  of 
movements.  1  thiiik  the  Custom  house  returns  will  show  that  we  use  a  great  many 
more  than  that  three  fives,  or  four  fives  or  five  fives. 

Mr.  Stark. — 1  speak  of  one  jobber  individually  and  not  of  the  association. 

Witness. — I  am  a  member  of  that  association. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  I  don't  thinu  he  said  any  member  of  the  association  could  use  that  ?  A.  I 
understood  he  said  no  jobber  could  use  $5,000  worth  of  movements, 

Mr.  Stark— 1  said  he  would  not  place  a  similar  order  with  the  Elgin  Watob 
Company. 

By  Mr  Boyle  (addressing  witness)  : 

Q.  Was  there  any  suggestion  made  by  your  association  or  any  member  of  that, 
before  or  since,  that  if  you  dealt  with  the  American  association  that  they  must  refuse 
to  sell  to  parties  outside  the  association  ?     A.  I  don't  quite  catch  your  question. 

Q.  Was  there  any  suggestion  or  any  arrangement  made  with  the  American  as- 
sociation that  if  you  dealt  with  them  exclusively  they  must  refuse  to  sell  to  parties 
who  had  not  joined  your  association  in  Canada?     A,  Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Q.  Mr,  Stark  in  his  evidence  here  produced  letters  to  show   that  the   American 
association  would  not  sell  him  goods  beeause   he   was  not   in   the  association?    A. 
Well,  the  American  manufacturers  will  not  sell  to  any   retailers  at   all  in  Canada. 
They  will  only  sell  to  jobbers. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  They  said  they  were  not  bound  to  sell  to  anyone  outside  the  jobbers  ?  A. 
Tes ;  they  are  bound  by  their  own  laws,  I  believe,  not  to  sell  to  retailers  at  all.  They 
will  not  sell  to  retailers.  They  will  only  sell  to  jobbers  both  here  and  in  the  United 
States.  They  select  out  of  the  jobbers  a  number  of  them  they  think  they  can  sell  to 
to  advantage. 

Q.  They  don't  say  jobbers  but  members  of  the  jobbers'  association.  Do  you 
agree  with  that  that  they  should  not  sell  to  anybody  outside  of  your  association  ? 
A,  We  have  no  agreement  of  that  character,  you  will  understand  that  our  association 
is  merely  in  sympathy  with  them. 
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By  Mr.  Boyle  : 
Q.  Was  there  any  evidence  of  pressure  directly,  or  indirectly,    brought   to   bear 
on  the  American  association  to  induce  them  to  deal  with  your  association  exclusively 
in  Canada  ?     A.  There  may  have  been  some  conversation  in  that  direction  and  there 
may   have  been  some  correspondence. 

Q.  Which  led  to  an  implied  agreement,  no  doubt  ?  A.  No ;  there  has  been  nothing 
definite. 

Q.  Suppose  they  did  sell  Stark,  would  you  make  no  representations  about  it? 
A.  I  have  no  objection  to  their  selling  to  Stark.  I  think  I  have  once  or  twice 
solicited  his  custom.     I  would  be  glad  to  sell  lo  Stark. 

Q.  Of  course,  I  am  speaking  of  the  man afacturer  selling  to  Mr.  Stark?     A.  We 
have  no  objection  to  that,  but  the  manufacturers  will  not  sell  ti>   Mr.   Stark  for   the 
simple  reason  that  they  will  not  sell  to  any  retailer. 
By  Mr.  Boyle : 
Q.  That  is  not  the  reason  given  in  their  letters  ?     A.  That  is  the  true  reason. 

By  the  Chairman :  ' 

Q.  They  sell  to  retailers  in  your  association ?     A.   No. 

Q.  You  said  there  were  two  or  three  jobbers,  wholesalers  and  retailers  both  ?   A. 
I  am  not  aware  that  they  sell  to  them   direct.     Because   we   are   members   of  this 
association  in  Canada  does  not  make  it  compulsory  upon  the   manufacturers   in  the 
States  to  sell  to  any  one  jobber  direct.    They  select  from  these  jobbers  such  as  they 
«are  to  deal  with  and  such  as  they  wish  to  sell  to. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 
Q.  Is  there  not  an  implied   understanding   between   your  association   and    the 
American  association  that  yon  will  help  one  another  so  far  as   you  can  ?    A .   There 
is  nothing  of  that  kind  that  I  know  of. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 
Q.  What  is  this  article  10  ?    It  reads:    "  The  members  of  this   association   are 
understood  to  agree  to  sell  American  watch  movements  at  the  list  price  for  Canada 
AS  decided  on  by  the  watch  movement  companies,  and  to  sell  gold  filled,   silver  and 
nickel  watch  cases  at  prices  agreed  on  by  the  American  Watoh  Case  Manufacturers' 
Association  and  the  American  Watch  Case  Company  of  Toronto.   The  only  discounts 
to  be  allowed  are  five  per  cent,  for  cash  in  thirty  days,  or  six  per  cent,    for   cash   in 
ten  days,  or  three  per  cent,  for  cash  in  sixty  days,  a  note  four  months  from  date   of 
invoice  "  ?     A.  They  make  the  price,  not  us  ;  we  mark  these  goods  at  the  price  they 
eay  we  shall  get. 

By  Mr.  Guillet  : 
Q.  Therefore  they  won't  sell  to  any  one  outside  the  combination?     A.  It   suits 
them  better  to  keep  to  their  regular  legitimate  jobbing  trade. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  How  do  you  account  for  it  that  Stark's  contract  was  about  half  executed  with 
the  Elgin  Company  when  they  declined  to  continue  to  supply  these  goods  to   Stark. 
Had  the  formation  of  this  association  anything  to  do  with  that  ?     A.  Not  that  I  am 
aware  of.     It  need  not  necessarily  have  had  anything  to  do  with  it,   because  if 
Stark  should  read  that  contract,  a  copy  of  which  he  has  got  and  which  every  one    of 
us  have  seen  by  which  we  get  their  goods,  he  would  have  discovered  that  those  manu- 
facturers can  at  any  moment  abrogate  that  contract. 

Q,  Is  it  the  nractice  for  them  to  do  that  ?  Have  you  been  similarly  treated  in 
your  business?  'A.  I  have  never  been  treated  in  that  way,  but  we  have  simply  not 
got  the  movements.  ,,    ■  ,. 

Q.  Was  it  not  a  curious  coincidence  that  they  could  have  still  delivered  these 
movements  to  Stark  at  the  time  that  this  association  was  formed  if  there  was  not 
an  understanding  that  that  should  cease  ?  A.  There  was  nothing  curious  about  that 
to  people  familiar  with  the  watch  trade.  There  had  been  a  great  scarcity  of  cheap 
movements.    There  is  more  demand  for  them  than  they  produce. 

Q.  Then  other  customers  of  the  Elgin  Watch  Company  in   Canada  might  have 
been  served  in  the  same  way  at  that  time  ?    A.  Every  jobber  in  Canada  has  suffered 
3-22^ 
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in  the  same  way  as  Stark  has,  because  they  haven't    been    able   to  get  these  move- 
ments. 

Q.  But  we  should  suppose  as  a  matter  of  business  that  they  would  continue  to 
deal  fairly  with  their  customers  and  give  them  a  proportion  instead  of  absolutely 
shutting  them  off?  In  this  ease  they  stopped  the  supply  altogether?  A.  I  don't 
know  what  has  been  the  cause  of  that. 

Q.  Of  coarse  you  would  not  know  as  being  another  man's  bubiness,  but  it  struck 
me  as  being  a  strange  coincidence?     A.  Looking  at  it  from  my  standpoint  I  would 
think  nothing  strange  about  it  for  the  reason  I  have  mentioned. 
By  Mr.  Boyle : 

Q.  You  think  it  one  of  these  companies  were  to  fill  Stark's  order  that  no  com- 
plaint or  remonstrance  would  have  come   from   any  member  of  your   association  ? 
A»  If  they  filled  Stark's  order  at  jobbers'  prices  there  certainly  would  be  just  grounds 
of  complaint  from  every  one  of  our  jobbers. 
By  Mr.  Quillet  : 

Q,,  At  ihe  same  price  you  buy  ?     A.    Yes,  because  Stark  is  not  a  jobber.    They 
will  fill  his  orders  at  the  retail  price  because  he  is  a  retailer. 
The  Chairman. — He  swears  he  is  a  jobber. 

Mr.  Stark. — They  supplied  me  as  a  retailer  six  years  before  this  association. 
By  Mr.  Quillet: 

Q.  Is  not  the  ground  of  this  offence  that   he   has    cut   prices?    A,  That  is  one- 
ground  of  the  offence.    The  ground  that  a  good    many  have    taken  is  that  Stark  is  a 
monopolist  and  that  he  desires  to  deal  straight  from  the  manufacturer  to  himself, 
taking  the  jobbers'  profit  himself. 
By  Mr  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  The  object  of  this  association,  you  say,  is  to  sustain  the  prices  of  these  goods- 
he  was  cutting  ?  A.  Not  so  much  to  sustain  the  goods  he  was  cutting.  Others  were 
cutting. 

Q.  It  says  here  :  "  We,  jobbers  in  American  watches,  hereby  form  an  associa- 
tion tor  the  purpose  of  sustaining  the  price  of  American  movements  and  cases,  to 
prevent  the  cutting  down  of  prices,"  &o.  ?  A.  There  were  others  as  well  as  Stark 
cutting  prices. 


Mr.  Ellis. — I  would  like  to  make  a  few  statements  to  the  Committee,  which 
will  only  take  a  few  minutes,  and  which  will  clear  up  some  poiots. 

Matthew  C.  Ellis,  of  the  firm  of  P.  W.  Ellis  &  Co.,  wholesale  and  manufactur- 
ing jewellers,  of  Toronto,  sworn. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q,  How  long  have  you  been  engaged  in  your  present  business  ?  A.  We  have 
been  engaged  in  business  for  ten  years. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  combinations  in  this  business?  A.  Yes,  sir.  One 
combination  was  formed  in  April,  1885.  The  jobbers  of  our  combination,  as  at  pre- 
sent constituted,  before  or  prior  to  the  formation  of  this  combination,  purchased 
their  watches  direct  from  the  manufacturers — watch  cases  and  watch  movements — 
and  we  had  individual  contracts  with  the  watch  movement  companies,  one  of  whom 
is  here.  I  have  brought  a  sample  of  the  contract  under  which  we  were  forced  by 
the  watch  movement  manufacturing  companies  to  sell  our  goods  at  a  fixed  price,  and 
under  conditions  which  they  made  to  us.  Under  the  formation  of  our  combination 
we  still  carried  on  the  same  fixed  price ;  we  did  not  raise  the  price  one  iota,  and  the 
same  contracts  still  existed.  Mr.  Stark  has  maintained  here  that  he  lost  a  consider- 
able sum  of  money  by  that  contract,  because  the  company  had  the  privilege  of 
abrogating  at  any  moment  the  contract  to  sell  all  their  movements  to  him,  and  to 
proceed  to  other  methods  of  distribution. 

The  Chairman.— After  four  months'  notice. 

Mr.  Stark.— Pour  months. 
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WiiNKSs. — The  letter  which  Mr.  Stark  read  was  dated  November  last,  and  onr 
association  was  formed  in  April;  ample  time  to  provide  for  better  distribution. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  They  simply  said  :  "  We  cannot  fill  your  orders  ?"  A.  Mr.  Stark  knew  when 
■he  signed  that  contract  that  be  was  liable  to  be  cut  off  at  four  months'  notice.  He 
stated  to  yon,  gentlemen,  that  he  was  not  receiving  these  cheap  movements.  1  used 
to  sell  the  manufactured  goods  of  Mr  Stark,  and  received  from  him  these  Elgin 
watches  before  I  purchased  direct  from  the  company,  and  I  did  receive  from  Mr. 
Stark  these  said  cheap  movements.  I  am  prepared  to  submit  invoices  for  the  inves- 
tigation of  this  Committee. 

Mr.  Stark — I  did  not  say  I  received  no  cheap  movements. 
Mr.  Ellis — He  says  his  grievance  prior  to  the  formation  of  this  organization 
was  that  he  was  willing  to  sell  wholesale.  I  have  here  a  catalogue  of  which  he 
sends  10,000  to  30,000  direct  to  the  farmers  and  merchants  or  dealers  and  the  general 
public  throughout  the  country,  thus  showing  that  he  sells  direct  to  the  consumer. 
I  claim  that  we  as  wholesalers  have  a  right  to  protect  the  retail  merchants  to  whom 
we  sell,  and  that,  therefore,  we  have  no  right  to  sell  direct  to  consumers,  and  to  the 
retailer's  own  customers.  This  gentleman  wants  to  become  the  biggest  monopolist 
in  Canada,  by  getting  the  watches  at  the  manufacturer's  price  and  selling  them  to 
the  public  direct  at  the  price  which  the  wholesaler  sells  to  the  retailer,  thus  ruining 
the  retail  trade  all  through  the  country. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 
Q.  I  see  by  your  by-laws  yon  provide  that  you  may  sell  to  the  retail  trade  pro- 
Tided  you  charge  a  25  per  cent,  advance?  (Exhibit  9.)  A.I  will  explain  that. 
With  reference  to  selling  to  ttie  retail  trade,  of  course  it  is  understood  that  no  jobber 
will  sell  to  the  retail  trade,  but  if  they  do  sell  to  the  retail  trade,  we  simply  say  that 
they  have  got  to  sell  at  a  25  per  cent,  advance.  This  is  done  in  order  to  protect  ihe 
merchants  to  whom  we  sell.  Of  course  the  retail  merchant  can  sell  at  any  profit  he 
pleases. 

By  Mr.  Boyle  : 
Q.  Do  you  mean  to  their  customers  ?     A.  Yes.     We  will  not  allow  a  jobber  in 
our  association  to  sell  to  our  customers  at  the  same  price  that  we  sell  to  the  retail 
merchant.     Mr.  Stark  states  to  you,  gentlemen,    that   he   had  a  contract  with  the 
Waltham  Company.     I  believe  he  never  had  a  contract. 
Mr.  Stark — I  did  not  say  so. 

Mr.  Ellis— The  Waltham  Company  refused  to  sell  him  watches,  and  he  stated, 
-that  the  Waltham  Company  bad  supplied  him  under  contract.  The  Elgin  Company, 
by  their  contract,  will  permit  no  one  using  their  products  to  advertise  to  the  public. 
He  dared  not  put  Elgin  watches  in  his  catalogue,  or  they  would  have  cut  him  in  a 
very  short  time.  He  advertised  only  Waltham  cases.  He  studiously  left  the  adver- 
tisements of  the  Elgin  watches  out,  in  order  to  hoodwink  the  Elgin  Company  with 
the  iden  that  he  was  dropping  their  goods. 

Mr.  Stark  —I  described  the  Elgin  and  Waltham.  -rrr  ,  u 

The  Chairman.—"  Specially  reduced  prices  for  American  watches,  Waltham  and 
Elgin." 

Mr.  BoTLE.—These  are  simply  trade  differences  that  do  not  concern  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Ellis. — He  has  simply  come  down  here  to  got  a  cheap  advertisement,  or  aa 
he  terms  it,  "  to  stop  this  board  of  boycotters  and  conspirators."  When  we  appointed 
our  present  secretary,  Edgar  A.  Willn,  of  the  Board  of  Trade  of  Toronto,  he  wrote  a 
personal  letter  to  President  loce,  of  the  Toronto  Board  of  Trade,  stating  that  he  pro- 
tested, as  a  member,  to  allowing  their  secretary  to  be  a  secretary  for  a  band  of  boy- 
cotters  and  conspirators  and  other  terms  at  length,  and  on  the  following  day  he 
published  the  contents  of  the  letter  as  an  advertisement  in  the  papers.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  this  gentleman  is  using  you  for  the  purposes  of  an  advertising  scheme. 
We  have  not  put  up  price3  in  our  association,  but  when  we  saw  that  watch  move- 
ments could  not  be  manufactured  in  this  country,  we,  through  the  Manufacturers 
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Association  of  Toronto,  exerted  our  influeDce  on  the  Government  to  reduce  the  tariff 
from  20  to  10  per  cent.  I  myself  was  one  of  a  deputation  to  New  York  to  get  a 
special  export  rate  for  Canada,  or  the  prlvileo^e  of  getting  five  per  cent,  less  than  any- 
United  States  purchaser  could  get,  and  was  successful  in  that  deputation.  By  that 
means,  on  account  of  the  reduction  of  10  per  cent,  in  the  duty  and  this  five  per  cent, 
which  we  could  get  in  the  States,  we  are  to-day  able  to  mark  the  American  watch 
within  five  per  cent,  of  the  price  charged  in  the  United  States.  Our  association  took 
hold  of  the  Ameiican  Watch  Company  in  Toronto,  and  in  order  to  advertise  the 
Watch  Case  Company,  we,  as  jobbers,  agreed  to  purchase  our  cases  from  that  com- 
pany, which  heretofore  had  been  a  failure.  That  company  has  grown  to-day  to  be 
an  immense  concern,  manufacturing  almost  suflScient  watch  cases  for  the  entire  con- 
sumption of  31  jobbers  who  are  on  our  list,  at  prices  within  the  reach  of  every  whole- 
sale dealer  from  Halifax  to  Vicioria,  B.C.,  with  butono  or  tTvo  insignificant  exceptions. 
Our  association  will  accept  any  man  that  applies  for  admission  to  the  association 
when  he  agrees  not  to  sell  to  the  consumer,  but  to  sell  as  he  ought  to  legitimately, 
and  as  every  wholesale  man  ought  to,  viz.,  to  sell  direct  to  the  retail  trade,  ard  not 
direct  to  the  retail  trade's  customers.  This  American  Watch  Case  Company  of  Tor- 
onto have  been  successful  in  producing  cases  which  are  fully  equal  to  those  manufac- 
tured in  the  United  States,  and  are  to-day  selling  their  cases  at  a  less  price  than  is 
charged  in  the  United  Stales.  We  have  here  a  price  list  which  shows  that  the  fact 
is  now  in  existence  that  our  association  carries  out  the  principle  which  I  told  you 
by  fixing,  with  the  price  charged  and  the  duty  added,  upon  the  same  profit  as  the 
American  watch  companies.  We  have  the  3-cz.  case  at  $6.25  ;  that  is  the  price  of 
the  American  case  laid  down  here,  duly  added.  We  sell  a  3-oz.  case  for  $4,50;  this 
84  50  case  is  a  class  of  goods  not  now  made  in  the  States,  and  in  order  that  there  may 
be  no  misunderstanding  there  is  still  another  case  made  which  is  the  exact  counter- 
part of  the  case  which  I  have  quoted  to  you,  for  $4.95,  or  45  cents  more.  That  is  a 
Btill  better  case. 

By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  That  18  the  American  price  ?  A.  It  is  made  by  the  American  Watch  Case 
Company  of  Toronto.  The  American  case  would  sell  at  $6.25.  Mr.  Stark  made 
the  statement  to  you  tLat  we  had  come  to  this  city  for  the  purpose  of  eliciting 
evidence  by  which  we  could  convict  some  of  our  jobbers.  1  beg  to  state,  gentlemen, 
that  the  first  idea  we  had  of  coming  to  Ottawa  was  when  we  eaw  in  the  papers  that 
Mr.  Charles  Stark  would  appear  before  the  Select  Committee  on  Trade  Combinations,, 
and  we  felt  that  we  had  a  right  to  come  down  here  and  state  to  you,  gentlemen,  onr 
side  of  the  cate,  so  thi:.t  you  could  hear  both  sides,  and  form  your  opinion  upon  it. 
We  huve  come  without  being  summoned,  to  cheerfully  give  every  information  bear- 
ing upon  our  organization.  Our  association  is  not  formed  for  the  purpose  of  restrict- 
ing either  the  product  or  the  number  of  wholesale  merchants  which  are  doing 
business  in  Canada.  We  are  open  to  accept  any  man  appljing  for  membership  into 
our  association.  I  may  here  state,  the  watch  movement  and  watch  case  companies 
do  not  to-day  sell  to  the  jobbers  on  our  association  list,  which  number  31.  The 
Elgin  Watch  Company,  which  Mr.  Stark  has  referred  to,  and  of  which  I  have  spoken 
in  regard  to  the  contract,  only  sell  to  five  men  in  Canada.  They  reserve  the  right 
of  selling  to  whom  they  choose,  but  we  have  an  arrangement  by  which  those  five 
men  who  receive  the  Elgin  watches  will  sell  to  each  jobber  in  tde  association  those 
goods  at  a  profit  of  five  per  cent.,  and  the  same  will  apply  to  all  other  watch  case 
and  watch  movement  companies. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Are  they  compelled  to  sell  them  at  five  per  cent,  or  at  least  five  per  cent.  ? 
A.  At  least  five  per  cent. 

Q.  But  they  may  charge  ten  per  cent  ?  A.  No,  sir.  We  cannot  do  that,  because 
we  have  to  sell  at  five  per  cent.,  and  that  is  imposed  upon  us  not  by  our  own  wish 
but  by  the  watch  movement  companies  themselves.  I  may  say  that  the  by-law& 
that  we  have  here  are  ttie  basis  of  the   restrictions  and   the  conditions  under  which 
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we  can  sell  and  purchase  watcLee  from  these  companies.      And  these  conditions  are 
made  compulsory  to  handle  the  goods  of  these  various  manufacturers. 

Q.  But  how  do  you  know  men's  honesty  in  that  matter?  What  means  do  yott 
take,  then  ?    A.  To  what  do  you  refer  ? 

Q.  To  article  11,  which  reads  thus  :  "  Where  any  two  members  of  this  associa- 
tion shall  make  any  charge  in  writing  against  a  member  of  viol  iting  the  constitution, 
l)y-law8  or  rules  of  the  association,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  board  of  directors  to 
require  from  the  accused  the  denial  in  writing  at  statutory  declaiaiion,  or  other  mode 
in  legal  form  or  an  assent  to  the  same  m  writirg,  and  in  the  event  of  the  accused 
meniber  refusing  or  neglecting  to  give  such  verified  wiilten  denial  or  assent  to  the 
charge  for  Ihe  space  of  SO  days  after  ihesaid  request  for  the  same,  it  will  be  assumed 
as  an  acknowledgment  of  the  correctness  of  the  charge  made,  and  the  member  eo- 
found  to  have  violated  the  constitution,  rules,  or  by-laws  as  aforesaid,  shallbe  deemed 
in  default,  and  it  shall  therefore  be  the  duly  of  the  directors  to  suspend  or  expel 
him  from  the  association,  and  such  expelled  member  shall  forfeit  all  claims  on  any 
funds  of  the  association?"  A.  I  am  very  glad,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  you  c:tlled  my 
attention  to  that,  in  order  that  I  may  most  emphatically  contradict  a  statement  which 
has  been  made.  I  have  been  the  secretary  of  the  a?sociation  for  the  past  year  and 
connected  with  the  executive.  Mr.  Stark  states  that  our  association  has  called  upon 
one  of  our  association  to  make  oath  that  he  has  sold  a  watch  movement  under  the 
price.  I  state  positively  that  that  by-law  has  never  been  used  against  any  member 
of  our  association  since  its  formation  ;  that  we  have  never  called  upon  any  of  its 
members  to  make  oath,  and  I  am  able  to  state  that  positively,  as  I  was  the  secretary, 
and  am  to-day  the  tiea'-urer  of  ihat  association,  I  made  that  assertion  from  the  report. 
By  Mr.  Guiliet : 

Q.  The  by-law  give^  you  that  power,  to  take  statutory  declaration  ?     A.   I  will 
state  nothing  on  the  report  but  what  I  know.    The  by-law  does  give  us  that  power. 
By  ihe  Chairman  : 

Q.  The  power  to  impose  a  fine  of  $500  as  well  as  to  expel  the  member? 
(Exhibit  9a— Art.  9  )  A.  We  have  had  a  legal  cpinioa  to  the  effect  that  it  is  not 
collectable. 

Q.  The  by-law  reads:— "Each  and  every  member  of  the  association  convicted 
of  a  violation  of  the  constitution  or  by-laws,  shall  forfeit  to  the  association  the  sum 
of  $500  and  shall  be  expelled  from  membership  ?  "  A.  That  is  just  bearing  out  tb» 
very  thing  which  I  said  to  you.  If  you  will  read  the  contract  (Exhibit  10)  and  I 
willleave  it  here,  you  will  see  that  these  conditions  aie  juot  as  virtually  held  upon 
the  various  jobbers  individually  as  we  now  hold  collectively.  The  very  contract  had 
the  object  of  adhering  to  these"  prices.  The  main  point  is  this,  there  has  been  no 
combine.  We  sell  watch  movements  at  the  very  same  prices  as  previous  to  the 
association  being  formed,  and  if  there  is  a  reduction  as  to  price— and  these  reduc- 
tions are  always  made  by  the  manufacturers  of  watch  movements  and  cases  them- 
selves— or  it  they  choose  to  raise  them,  we  are  immediately  to  notify  the  trade  with- 
in 48  hours,  that  such  and  such  a  reduction  has  taken  place,  and  no  matter  what 
reduction  is  made,  our  profit  remains  the  same.  The  notice  of  these  changes  is 
given  to  the  retail  trade  very  promptly. 
By  Mr.  Wood : 

Q  Suppose  your  combination  or  association  was  broken  up  in  some  way?  A. 
If  our  association  were  broken  up  these  companies  would  then  make  individual  con- 
tracts with  the  jobbers,  and  we  would  be  selling  under  the  same  arrangement  as  we 
are  to-day.  There  would  be  no  difference  whatever.  The  Elgin  Company's  agent 
told  me  that  the  combination  through  some  little  misunderstanding,  at  one  time, 
might  possibly  have  broken  up.  He  told  me  that  if  it  had  broken  up,  they  would 
still  retain  individual  contracts  with  those  whom  they  saw  fit  to  sell  to. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  There  is  juat  one   matter  incidental  to  this.     I  think  you  said   you   were  a 
party  to  making  arrangements  with  American  watch  manufacturers  by  which  yott 
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get  a  special  allowance  of  6  per  cent,  on  the  Canadiaa  trade,  and  that  enabled  you  to 
sell  at  a  lower  rate  here?     A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  that  affect  your  Custom  house  valuation  ?  A.  Our  invoices  are 
made  out  to  meet,  that.  For  instance  this  special  cut  of  5  per  cent  is  marked 
"  special  5,"  and  I  will  pay  on  the  amount  before  that  is  taken  off,  so  that  when  we 
give  a  reduction  of  5  per  cent,  we  actually  give  that  on  the  duty  as  well,  and  it 
amounts  to  more  than  5  per  cent.,  we  lose  that. 

Q.  I  know  that  in  other  lines  the  Customs  had  been  in  the  habit  of  fixing  their 
own  valuation?     A.   We  have  to  pass  all  our  goods  on  the  American  list  prices? 

Q  Notwithstanding  that,  you  get  this  5  per  cent,  off  ?  They  collect  Customs  on 
that?    A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Boyle : 

Q.  Is  the  influence  of  your  association   to   prevent  in   any  way  the  American 
manutacturers  from  selling  to  parties  outside  of  your  association  ;  that  is  those  who 
are  not  in  the  guifd  ?     A.  We  have  never  had  oocasioQ  to  exert  that  influence. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  Did  you  give  them  a  list  of  those  who  belonged  to  this  association  ?  A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q,  Do  they  sell  to  all  ?    A.  No ;  only  to  those  whom  they  choose. 

Q  Does  this  cut  of  the  American  association  in  no  sense  express  or  imply  apart 
of  your  object  ?  A.  No.  We  have  a  list  of  jobbers.  We  furnish  that  list  of  jobbers 
to  the  American  association,  and  they  may  select  from  that  list  of  jobbers  those 
whom  they  may  choose  to  sell  to.  The  manufacturers  in  the  States  affiliate  with  us. 
If  they  were  to  sell  outside,  it  would  simply  break  up  the  whole  thing,  as  they 
agree  only  to  sell  to  members  of  the  American  and  Canadiaa  a-isociation,  such  as 
they  desire. 

By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.   They  might  instruct  you  not  to  sell  to    some  particular  jobber,  whom   they 
do  not  desire  to  do    business  with.     "Any  name   which  may  hereafter    be  stricken 
from  the  list,"  &o.  ?    A.  That  is  our  ontract  in  1884,  prior   to  the  combination. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Is  that  the  contract  yon  have  to  sign  ?  A.  We  have  not  got  to  sign  this 
contract  since  the  formation  of  this  association.  It  is  unnecessary.  It  would  break 
up  the  individual  ones,  because  the  association  is  supposed  to  carry  out  these  things. 
As  far  as  Mr.  Stark  is  concerned,  wa  would  be  quite  willing  to  admit  him  to  the 
association  if  he  would  sell  his  goods  as  a  jobber;  but  we  decidedly  object  that  ho 
fihonld  get  goods  at  the  same  prices  as  we  obtain  them,  at,  and  sell  them  to  the  retail 
consumer. 


John  Sedqworth,  of  Toronto: 

In  the  statement  which  Mr.  Stark  made,  I  believe  he  mentioned  the  name  of  the 
Elgin  Watch  Company,  and  that  statement  may  be  published  and  sent  tbronghout 
the  country,  and  leave  a  wrong  impression.  This  statement  is  made  by  him  as  a 
general  statement,  not  from  his  own  knowledge,  but  something  he  has  heard  persons 
say  and  read.     This  statement  I  read  myself  in  one  of  the  American  publications. 

Here  the  witness  was  sworn,  and  he  continued: — 

Mr.  Stark  stated  that  American  watch  companies,  mentioning,  I  think,  the 
Elgin  Watch  Company,  had  sold  movements  to  others  than  those  in  the  watch  and 
jewellery  trade.  Now,  Thomas  Avery,  the  President  of  the  Elgin  Watch  Company, 
in  a  letter  recently  published,  sUted  that  his  comoany  had  never  sold  a  single 
movement  to  any  other  individuals  than  jobbers,  and  that  ho  never  would  as  long  as 
he  had  any  tonneoiion  with  that  company  allow  a  movement  to  be  sold  outside  the 
trade.  It  is  to  correct  this  statemeot  made  by  Mr.  Stark  that  I  give  my  evidence. 
I  do  not  want  his  statement  to  go  to  the  country  and  cause  wrong  impression.    I 
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think  if  neoetsary  I  could  produce  the   statement  to  which  I  have   referred  ;  that  is 
Mr.  Avery's. 

By  the  Ghairman  : 

Q.  Mr.  Stark  read  that  same  statetrient  in  a  letter  he  had  received  from  him. 
Is  there  anything  else?  A.  No;  1  think  Mr.  Ellis  has  covered  ail  the  points.  This 
was  all  I  wished  to  ask  permission  from  your  Committee  to  explain. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  call  of  the  chairman. 

N.B.— See  Exhibit  23,  a,  b,  c  and  d. 


House  op  Commons,  Ottawa,  22Dd  March,  1888. 

The  Committee  on  alleged  Trade  Combinalions  met  this  morning,  Mr.  Wallac&f 
M.P.,  in  the  chair. 

John  Connor,  St.  John,  N.B.,  sworn. 

By  the  Chairman  ; 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation  ?     A.  Eope  manufacturer. 
By  Mr.  Gillmor : 

Q.  How  many  manufacturers  of  cordage  are  there  in  the  Dominion  ?  A.  That 
I  cannot  answer,  Mr.  GiUmor,  I  don't  know  how  many  there  are. 

Q.  Is  there  any  understanding  between  those  manufacturerp,  any  combination, 
of  any  kind  between  the  different  manufacturers  of  cordage?  A.  There  is  not  an. 
-association  or  combination  embracing  all  of  the  cordage  manufacturers  of  the 
Dominion. 

Q.  There  is  not  all  of  them  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  Any  part  of  them  ?  A.  Yes  ;  there  is  an  arrangement.  There  is  a  business 
arrangement  or  an  association  with  which  five  of  the  manulacturers  of  Canada  are; 
identified 

Q.  Five  of  them  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  One  in  Halifax?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  yours  is  the  only  one  in  New  Brunswick,  I  presume  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Name  the  five  7  A.  John  A.  Conger's  cordage  works  in  Montreal,  R.  Baa- 
nerman  &  Brother,  Montreal;  John  Brown  &  Co.,  Quebec;  Dartmouth  Rope  Works 
Company,  Nova  Scotia,  and  Thomas  Connor  &  Son,  St.  John,  N.B. 

Q,  Are  there  any  other  manufacturers  of  cordage  in  the  Dominion  that  you  know 
of?     A.  Yes;  there  are  manufacturers  of  rope    and   cordage   and  binder  twine   ex- 
clusive of  thesf  fi^e  embraced  in  this  association. 
By  the  Ghairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  make  binder  twine?     A.  Yes;  we  make  binder  twine. 
By  &lr.  Gillmor  : 

Q.  Wcs  there  a  constant  rise  in  prices  of  cordage  last  fall  or  this  winter?  A. 
N^ot  that  I  am  aware  of,  Mr.  Gillmor,  taking  the  prices  compared  with  what  they 
were  10  years  ago.  If  there  has  been  any  constant  advance  it  has  been  due  to  the 
constant  advance  in  fibre.  For  the  information  of  the  Committee  I  may  state  that 
last  summer,  in  the  months  of  July  and  August,  fibre  was  at  a  reasonably  low  price, 
and  at  a  time  when  it  touched  its  minimum  value  an  American  syndicate  was 
formed  which  made  a  corner  entirely  in  the  fibres  of  the  world  entering  into  the 
manufacture  of  cordage  and  binder  twine.  This  American  syndicate  consisted  o£ 
four  leading  Americans,  and  they  made  a  corner  in  manilla  by  buying  all  that  was. 
available  at  the  points  of  growth  in  the  Phillipine  Islands  and  all  other  places,  &ul 
also  all  the  sisal  that  was  available,  taking  all  the  fibre  that  was  on  the  way  from, 
the  point  of  growth  to  its  destination  in  G.-eat  Britain  or  New  York,  conseqaontly 
placing  the  manufacturers  who  were  getting  short  of  the  raw  material  at  a  great 
disadvantage.  That  combination  was  formed,  I  think,  some  time  last  Augu:it  or 
September.  That  combination  still  controls  the  fibre  market,  although  the  advance 
has  not  been  by  any  means  as  great  as  it  was  possible  to  have  made  it  in  con8eq[uenc« 
of  this  concentrated  action  on  their  part.    I   will   go  a  little  further,    and  1   will. 
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explain  the  reasons  which  led,  perhaps,  to  the  formation  of  this  American  combina- 
lion  in  the  United  States.  There  is  at  the  present  time  probably  between  three  and 
four  times  as  much  rope  and  binder  twine  machinery  in  the  United  States  as  the 
reqniremenls  of  the  United  States  demand.  The  four  men  who  formed  this  syndicate, 
■who  controlled  the  fibres,  have  jointly  a  sufficient  capacity  to  f-upply  the  United  States 
demand  lor  rope  and  binder  twine.  They  are  the  four  largest  and  most  influential  rope 
and  binder  twine  manufacturers  in  America.  The  competition  was  so  exceedingly 
ieen  in  consequence  of  the  surplus  amount  of  machinery  in  the  United  States  that 
they  found  it  impossible  to  do  business  on  any  margin  of  profit  so  long  as  others 
having  large  facilities,  and  there  being  so  much  machinery  in  the  country,  and  con- 
tinued to  make  purchases  as  the  market  fluctuated  in  the  States ;  these  lour  were  so 
large  that  the  outside  competition  very  frequently  forced  them  to  sell  at  a  loss,  and 
They  made  a  corner  on  fibre  in  this  way.  Then  in  turn  they  sold  it  to  the  other 
manufacturers  and  the  result  has  been  that  the  price  of  the  finish  d  product  and  the 
manufactured  product  in  the  United  States  has  been  quoted  very  low  since  the  for- 
juation  of  this'syndicate,  but  that  syndicate  has  made  its  profits  on  the  enhanced 
value  of  the  raw  material.  I  would  like  you  to  take  a  particular  note  of  this  point 
hecanso  the  question  may  present  itself  as  a  relative  quotation  of  binder  twine  and 
icoidage,  as  compared  with  the  prices  prevailing  in  Canada.  The  syndicate  who 
made  the  corner  of  the  raw  material,  the  four  largest  and  most  extensive  rope  manu- 
iactnrers  in  the  United  States  depended  this  year  upon  making  their  profits  oa 
their  low  purchuses  of  fibre  and  selling  it  in  turn  to  the  other  manufacturers.  They 
also  manuiactured  rope  and  binder  twine  and  sold  it  cheap  to  kill  out  the  other 
mannfactu-ers  of  rope  and  binder  twine  in  the  United  States. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Ti. air  policy  is  to  run  down  the  prices  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 

Q.  Has  the  price  in  Great  Britain  been  affected  by  this?     A,  Oh,  yes, 

Q  Jast  the  same  as  here  ?  A.  Yes ;  to  some  extent  the  fibre  has  advanced  the 
jrice  of  iho  minufaeiured  product  in  trreal  Britain  and  it  is  not  so,  relatively  speak- 
ing, as  the  manufactured  product  of  the  United  States  this  year,  for  the  simple  reason 
that  the  syndicate  are  concentrating  their  efforts  to  kill  the  rival  manufacturers  and 
spread  their  product  of  low  quality  throughout  Canada  as  well.  The  prices  of 
irordage  and  binder  twine  in  Great  Britain  are  higher  to-day  than  in  the  United 
Slates,  because  there  the  prices  are  based  on  the  cost  of  the  raw  material  owing  to 
3t8  increased  value  through  the  formation  of  this  syndicate  which  I  have  explained. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentwonh)  : 

Q.  Tbey  control  the  supply?     A.  Yes. 
By  Mr,  Gillmor  : 

Q.  How  can  you  protect  your  interests  here?  By  combining  on  this  side,  by 
this  associstion  ?  A.  Well,  our  association  had  organized  previous  to  the  syndicate. 
That  is  previous  to  the  syndicate  which  I  spoke  about,  the  New  Yoi  k  syndicate. 
The  advanicd  prices  which  you  mentioned  were  due  entirely  to  the  corner  being 
made  on  fir.)  e  by  that  syndicate. 
By  Mr.  McKay  : 

Q.  Did  you  buy  your  raw  material  from  this  syndicate  ?  A.  In  reply  to  that — 
1  can  hardly  answer  that  question  in  a  direct  manner.  The  raw  material  is  dis- 
posed of  entirely  through  brokers.  We  can  never  tell  who  owns  a  cargo  of  hemp 
on  its  passage  from  its  point  of  growth  to  its  destination.  The  syndicate  controls 
the  entire  amount  of  fibre,  but  if  there  is  enquiry  from  an  outside  source  from  the 
fibre  merchants  you  are  given  a  quotation  but  you  cannot  tell  who  owns  the  fibre 
jou  are  purchasing.     You  buy  it  through  othei-  sources. 

Q.  You  buy  from  the  United  States?     A.  Sometimes  we  do;  the  syndicate  haa 
a-epresentatives  in  London  and  Liverpool  as  well  as  in  New  York. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  Bijtoio  leaving  the  American  and  English  trade — you  stated  that  this 
sjndiuate  wore  concentrating  their  operations  with  a  view  of  quoting  low  prices  for 
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furnishing  goods  to  crush   out  the  opposition  here  ?    A.  As  well  as  their  rivals  in 

the  United  States. 

Q.  The  English  prices  were  comparatively  higher  than   in   the  United  States  ? 

A.  Belatively  than  they  are  in  the  United  States. 

Q.  Were  their  relative   prices  formerly   such    as  would  lead  any   cordage  or 

binder  twine  to  be  sent  from  the  American  market   to  England  ?     A.  I  don't  koow 

of  any  twine  having   been   exported   to   the   English  market,   it   is    exported  to 

Anstralia  and  other  foreign  points. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  The  effect  of  this  syndicate  has  been  felt  on  the  prices  in  Canada  as   well   as 

in  the  United  States  ?  A.  It  has  had  the  result  of  enhancing  the  prices  of  fibre  so 
much  that  many  of  the  binder  twine  purchasers  like  Mr.  Massey,  whose  requirements 
would  be  40O  or  500  tons  of  twine  in  a  year — the  result  has  been  that  this  syndicate 
has  caused  sisal  to  rank  as  high  in  value  as  pure  manilla  and  before  the  formation  of 
the  syndicate  sisal  was  sold  on  its  merits  and  the  distinction  in  point  of  value  waa 
that  it  ranged  from  2J  to  4  cents  a  pound.  The  large  manufacturers  last  year  ex- 
perimenting with  the  fibre  suitable  for  the  raanufacture  of  binder  twine  discovered 
that  sisal  could  be  manufactured  into  binder  or  reaper  twine  and  give  almost  as  good 
eatisfaction  as  pure  manilla  and  they  put  a  large  quantity  on  the  market  last  year. 
In  making  a  corner  they  undertook  to  take  care  of  all  the  sisal  that  came  in  and  the 
syndicate  kept  amongst  themselves  the  surplus  quantity  of  aisal  and  the  price  of  sisal 
for  the  past  two  or  three  months  has  been  precisely  the  same  as  the  best  pure  manilla 
although  the  strength  of  sisal  compared  with  manilla  would  be  5  to  7.  The  binder 
manufacturers  of  xhe  United  States  are  willing  to  uee  sisal  binder  twine  so  long  as 
they  can  get  it  especially  lower  than  manilla.  The  syndicate  are  in  a  position  to 
quote  sisal  binder  twine  because  they  kept  that  fibre  ofi  the  market  and  they  didn't 
pay  the  price  of  manilla.  Those  in  the  United  States  who  want  cordage  or  rope 
manufactured  of  manilla  fibre  without  sisal  can  feel  certain  that  what  they  get  doea 
not  contain  a  bit  of  pure  manilla  fibre.  The  result  has  been  in  Canada  that  nearly 
all  the  reaper  twine  that  will  be  put  on  the  market  this  year  will  be  pure  manilla 
binder  twine,  while  75  per  cent,  or  perhaps  more  of  the  binder  twine  put  on  the 
American  market  will  be  sisal  binder  twine,  for  the  simple  reason  that  the  manufac- 
turers must  manufacture  that  into  something.  The  wholesale  jobbers  and  dealers  will 
always  declare  that  sisal  is  equally  as  good  as  manilla  would  be  for  binder  twine. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Can  you  tell  by  the  appearance  of  it  ?  A.  Ob,  yes  ;  I  could  easily  tell. 
Q.  Can  the  general  public  tell?  A.  That  is  a  diflttcult  question  to  answer.  They 
have  a  process  of  coloring  sisal.  I  know  a  certain  sisal  binder  twine  sold  last  season 
in  Canada  which  was  called  Eureka  binder  twine.  The  people  thought  in  some  in- 
stances they  were  gettir  g  pure  manilla  binder  twine,  sisal  being  only  a  whiter  fibre 
than  manilla,  but  this  sital  was  colored  to  resemble  pure  manilia  very  largely  and 
many  people  thought  they  were  getting  manilla  binder  twine  when  it  was  only 
colored  sisal. 

By  Mr.  Gillmor : 
Q.  Is  sisal  heavier  than  manilla?  A.  Heretofore  all  sisal  they  would  spin  550 
feet  to  the  pound  and  bear  the  necessary  tensile  strength,  while  manilla  has  been 
spun  from  650  to  675  feet  to  the  pound.  Last  year  they  have  increased  the  length 
of  sisal  binder  twine  to  570  and  600  feet  to  the  pound  and  in  some  machines  be 
euflSciently  strong  to  do  the  work.  Tou  will  remember  that  all  machines  do  not 
always  do  the  same  ;  some  have  some  strain  upon  the  twine.  There  are  some  machines 
which  are  easier  on  the  binder  twrne  than  others.  I  am  not  sufficiently  familiar  with 
the  construction  ofa  binder  reaper  to  explain  exactly  how  it  is  that  the  strain  of 
one  machine  is  less  than  the  strain  on  another  machine. 

By  Mr.  Gillmor :  o      a      mu  e 

Q.  Does  this  combination  in  Canada  have  a  uniform  price?      A.    ibose   ot   us 

have  oar  prices  ;  of  course  we  have  a  uniform  rate  of  prices. 
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Q.  There  were  none  of  these  manufacturers  that  entered  into  this  arrangement 
that  stopped  manufacturing  ?    A.  Closed  their  factories  np? 

Q.  Yes  ?  A,  No,  none  of  them.  It  is  merely  !an  arrangement  whereby  each 
manufacturer  is  permitted  to  manufacture  what  he  pleases  and  sell  to  whom  he 
pleases  in  conformity  with  the  prices  arranged  upon,  but  any  one  manufacturer  ex- 
ceeding the  percentage  allotted  to  him  he  must  pay  into  the  fund  of  the  associatiou 
a  certain  tax  or  penalty  if  he  exceeds  his  percentage. 

Q.  Each  manufacturer  is  assigned  a  certain  percentage?  A.  There  are  five 
manufacturers  in  the  association  for  Canada.  Suppose  each  manufacturer  gets  20 
per  cent,  of  the  business,  just  for  rough  calculation.  At  the  end  of  the  month  the 
returns  are  made  up  and  computed  and  gone  into  by  the  supervisor  of  the  association 
whose  duty  it  is  to  examine  the  returns.  It  may  happen  that  during  that  month  I 
have  done  25  per  cent.  When  the  returns  are  computed  my  totals  represent  pro- 
bably 25  per  cent,  of  the  aggregate  business  done  by  the  five  manufacturers  instead 
of  20  per  cent.  I  pay  on  my  excessive  business  to  those  who  have  fallen  short  and 
they  draw  out  what  I  have  paid  in.  The  object  is  as  much  as  possible  to  prevent  a 
surplus  being  placed  upon  the  market  preventing  over  production.  If  the  whole 
factories  ran  their  whole  capacity  it  would  supply  more  cordage  and  twine  than  the 
country  could  take  care  of. 
By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  Suppose  all  the  factories  ran  to  their  full  capacity  how  much  more  could 
they  take?  A.  I  have  no  doubt  in  saying  that  if  all  the  factories  in  Canada  were 
run  to  their  capacity  that  they  could  supply  double  the  quantity  the  country  re- 
quired. 

Q.   Tour  organization  is  to  prevent  over  production?    A.  It  would  result  in  a 
general  slaughter  if  there  was  not  an  understanding. 
By  Mr.  Landry  : 
Q.  That  has  been  the  result  in  the  United  States  ?     A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Fisher : 
Q.  Are  there  a  lot  of  other  manufacturers  besides  these  five  in  Canada?  A. 
There  aie  several,  but  with  the  exception  of  one  they  are  small  concerns,  but  they 
are  capable  ot  making  all  classes  of  cordage.  There  is  one  factory  in  Brantford  that 
devotes  its  manufacture  entirely  to  binder  or  reaper  twine.  It  is  not  affiliated  with 
the  association. 

Q.  Does  it  produce  a  large  proportion  of  the  binder  twine  of  the  country?  A. 
Oh,  a  reasonable  quiuiity.  It  has  a  capacity  of  producing  20  per  cent,  of  the 
binder  twine. 

Q.  I  understand  your  association  sell  the  products  at  the  same  prices?  A.  The 
members  of  our  association  have  a  uniform  arrangement. 

Q.  Does  that  Brantford  Cjtnpaay  come   into   competition  with  you.     A.  Yes. 
Q.  Is  it  of  sufficient  importance  to  affect  your  prices.     A.  I  think  it  is. 
Q.  You  said  a  little  while  ago  this  syndicate  in  the  United  States  had  affected 
prices  there;  has  it    influenced   prices    in   Canada?     A.  I  don't  hesitate  to  say  if  it 
wasn't  for  the  protection  placed  on  binder  twine,  that  so  far  as   the  Canadian  twine 
manufacturers  are  concerned,  they  would  be  in  the  same  demoralized  state  as  the 
Amerisan    binder   twine    manufacturers.     I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  we  could  not 
make  any  quantity  of  goods  at  all,  because  with  a  surplus  that  they  have,  and  which 
they  will  put  on  the  Canadian  markets,  and  they  would  be  prepared  to  slaughter  it 
and   slaughter  the   twine   manufacturers  of  Canada  so  long  as  we  had  to  boy  our 
material  at  prices  fixed  since  the  corner  was  made  upon  it. 
Q.  They  would  cut  prices  down?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Is  it  a  fact  that  in  the  United  States  binder  twine  and  other  products  of  your 
business  are  sold  cheaper  than  they  are  in  Canada  ?  A.  Not  in  the  States,  bat  these 
manufacturers  have  outside  quotations,  and  quote  at  very  low  prices.  Following  up 
this  theme,  I  may  remark  to  you  that  I  am  positive  that  the  farmers  of  the  United 
States  every  year,  including  last  year,  have  paid  very  much  more  for  binder  twine 
than  farmers  in  Canada  have  been   paying   for  binder  twine,  since  the  twine  mana- 
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factnrers  have  declined  to  give  implement  manufacturers  the  exclusive  distribntion 
01  thi8  twine.  There  was  a  time  in  Canada  when  manufactui era  of  the  binders,  that 
19  the  self-binders,  Mr.  Massey's  concern,  Harris'  concern  in  Braniford,  and  two  or 
three  other  leading  concerns,  compelled  the  twine  manufacturers  to  tell  their  twin& 
entirely  through  them.  At  one  time  theimplement  manufacturers  bad  an  association 
to  regulate  a  uniform  price  of  self-binders,  audit  is  only  about  three  years  ago  that  we 
commenced  to  manufacture  binder  twine .  They  had  an  association  and  they  stipulated 
that  the  twine  manufacturers  of  Canada  then— they  stipulated  that  all  the  binder  twin© 
manufactured  in  Canada— would  pass  through  them,  and  the  result  was  that  any  person 
wanting  binder  twine  could  only  obtain  it  through  the  manufacturers  of  the  agricul- 
tural implements.  I  think  the  manufacturers  of  the  agricultural  implements  in  these 
days  had  a  very  high  profit  on  binder  twine  and  the  farmers  paid  a  pretty  high  price 
for  the  twine  they  used  then.  Three  years  ago  a  little  friction  arose  amongst  the- 
twine  manufacturers  as  to  allowing  the  agricultural  implement  men  to  control  and 
distribute  this  binder  twine.  It  arose  in  this  way  :  Three  years  ago  our  firm  was 
prepared  to  enter  the  market  and  wanted  a  share  of  the  binder  twine  business  in  the 
west.  I  think  Mr.  Cochrane  was  vice-president.  However,  I  came  to  the  west  here 
and  I  found  that  there  was  an  understanding  between  the  other  twine  manufacturers 
who  had  started  at  this  business  previously  and  the  association,  and  1  found  it  was 
almost  absolutely  impossible  lor  them  to  give  me  a  share  of  the  business.  It  was 
almost  impossible  for  me  to  get  in  there,  Mr.  Massey's  concern  and  the  Harris  & 
Son  firm,  of  Brantford,  had  jointly  agreed  with  others  to  get  their  entire  require- 
ments from  a  Dartmouth  concern  and  a  Montreal  concern.  I  think  that  was  then 
the  condition  of  affairs.  I  succeeded,  however,  after  a  great  deal  of  dilGSculty,  in 
getting  a  small  order  from  Mr.  Massey's  concern  and  a  few  otherp,  and  I  know  that  I 
didn't  put  very  much  twine  upon  the  market  that  year,  but  the  next  year  when  our 
association  met  we  decided  that  it  would  not  be  in  the  interests  of  the  binder  twine 
manufacturers  or  in  the  interests  of  the  country  to  allow  Mr.  Massey  and  A.  Harris- 
Son  &  Company,  of  Brantford,  and  two  or  three  extensive  reaper  manufacturers  to 
control  the  binder  twine  business,  and  we  then  agreed  upon  a  price  to  be  given  to 
wholesale  hardware  merchants  for  certain  quantities  whereby  they  were  enabled  to 
reach  the  smaller  class  of  dealers  throughout  the  country.  That  decision  was  arrived 
at  a  little  over  two  years  ago,  and  ever  since  this  we  have  been  subject  at  the  hands 
of  these  agricultui'al  implement  men  to  special  attacks  at  different  times  and  special 
criticism.  The  result  is  that  since  that  was  arrived  at  the  farmer  has  derived  the 
advantage,  because  when  it  came  to  the  wholesale  hardware  man  it  was  in  turn  dis- 
pensed and  circulated  to  the  small  dealers  in  every  part  of  the  country  and  the  result 
was  that  binder  twine  was  brought  within  an  easy  reach,  and  the  farmer  who  used 
the  twine  was  not  depending  entirely  upon  the  agent  of  the  agricultural  implement 
maker  to  supply  him  with  this  twine. 

Q.  How  do  your  profits  compare  with  two  or  three  years  ago  ?  A.  I  think  it  ia 
about  the  same. 

By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  arrangement  with  the  jobber  as  to  what  he  should  sell  at  ? 
A.  No,  sir ;  the  wholesale  and  retail  men  could  sell  it  at  just  what  they  pleased.  The 
twine  manufacturer  didn't  want  to  sell  any  smaller  quantity  than  a  carload.  They 
have  their  ten-ton  price  and  then  they  have  their  fifty  ton  price,  which  is  one  cent 
a  pound  less  than  the  ten-ton  price.  Then  there  is  a  certain  amouot  handled  in  large 
quantities  in  Canada  ki  which  they  want  to  make  an  additional  discount. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  The  10-ton  man  can  buy  it  at  a  centapound  more  than  the  50  ton  man,  but  it 
very  often  happens  that  the  wholesale  hardware  house  places  an  order  at  50  tons, 
and  he  will  sell  a  car  load  of  twine  at  one  and  a  quarter  or  one  and  one  half  advance 
per  pound  so  that  the  wholesale  man  actually  becomes  a  competitor  at  once  with  the 
manufacturer. 

By  Mr.  Landry  : 

Q.  You  don't  object  to  that?     A.  No,  sir. 
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By  Mr.  Gillmor: 

Q.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  binder  twine  is  cheaper  in  the  United  States 
than  it  is  here  /  A.  I  don't  know  about  the  price  of  binder  twine  for  consumption. 
1  can  tell  you  that  binder  twine  for  consumption  ia  the  Uoited  States  is  fully  as  high 
if  not  higher  than  the  binder  twine  in  Canada,  but  the  quotation  of  American  binder 
twine  for  consumption  in  Canada  is  very  much  lower  than  the  prices  exacted  upon 
their  own  people. 

Q.  Tou  mean  to  say  if  the  duties  for  the  manufacturer  is  not  added  upon  the 
binder  twine  here,  it  is  of  no  advantage  to  keep  the  article  out  of  the  market,  and 
they  are  absolutely  selling  it  in  Canada  as  cheap  as  in  the  States  ?  A.  I  think  that 
for  the  past  five  years  I  can  prove  that  the  price  has  been  very  much  lower  in  Cana- 
da than  it  has  been  in  the  United  States. 

Q.  Does  the  same  apply  for  cordage  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.   Does  the  same  apply  for  cordage  tor  lath  ties?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  is  the  price  of  lath  ties  in  the  States  now,  what  is  the  price  in  Boston  ? 
A.  I  cannot  speak  as  to  an  absolute  certainty,  but  so  far  as  my  memory  will  serve 
me  I  think  manilia  lath  ties  cannot  be  bought  in  Boston  any  lower  than  1 L  cents  a 
pound. 

Q.  What  is  your  price  ?     A.  10|  centp. 

Q.  What  is  the  duty  on  lath  ties  for  instance?  A.  In  the  general  acceptance  of 
the  term  1  don't  know  whether  it  comes  under  this  class  or  not ;  under  the  class  of 
cordage  it  is  14  cents  specific  and  10  cents  ad  valorem.  That  would  depend  upon  the 
value  of  the  fibre. 

Q.  As  an  average  woald  it  equal  a  protective[duty  of  25  per  cent,  or  30  per  cent.  ? 
A.  1  don't  hardly  think  it  would  be  quite  that. 

Q.  I  have  been  informed  that  lath  ties  during  the  summer  and  fall  can  be  pur- 
chased at  eight  and  one-sixteenth  in  Boston,  and  for  the  same  article  here  the 
charge  was  ten  and  one-half  ?  A.  I  can  understand  a  quotation  of  that  kind  that 
was  circulated  during  the  summer  at  a  time  when  fibre  was  low  before  the  syndicate 
cleaned  the  market  out.  I  can  understand  a  particular  manufacturer  in  the  United 
States  having  a  quantity  of  lath  yarns  would  bo  in  a  position  to  quote  the  price  you 
mention. 

By  Mr.  Landry : 

Q.  For  home  consumption  ?  A.  Yes,  for  anywhere  previous  to  the  formation 
of  the  syndicate;  they  could  be  quoted  pretty  lowif  a  manufacturer  happened  to  have 
a  pretty  good  su  pply . 

By  Mr.  GuUlet  : 

Q.  Yon  manufacture  lath  ties.  A  great  deal  used  about  St.  John?  A.  Not  a 
great  deal, 

Q.  It  is  produced  largely  ?  A.  That  depends  upon  a  man's  idea  of  quantity. 
You  can  ascertain  the  quantity,  a  pound  of  lath  ties  will  bind  3,000  laths,  su  it  is  an 
easy  matter  to  determine  the  quantity  of  tons  the  province  will  require.  I  think 
probably  the  requirements  of  the  province  would  not  exceed  between  40  and  50  tons 
altogether. 

By  Mr.  Landry  : 

Q.  What  is  it  worth?  A.  It  is  worth  ten  and  three  quarter  cents  a  pound, 
that  is  $215  a  ton,  or  the  whole  requirements  of  the  province  costing  about  $9,000 
or  110,000. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  WentwortK)  : 

Q.  How  many  feet  to  the  pound  ?  A.  It  is  a  certain  fact  that  American  lath 
ties  quoted  at  8^  cents  would  be  more  expensive  than  Canadian  quoted  at  12  cents, 
I  have  found  ihat  American  lath  ties  would  not  bind  up  more  than  1,500  to  1,'750 
laths  to  the  pound,  not  having  more  than  30  to  60  strings  to  the  pound,  while 
Canadian  lath  ties  are  80  strings  to  the  pound.  We  have  made  lath  ties  capable  of 
tieing  up  4,000  to  the  pound. 

Q.  Regarding  the  quantity  of  lath  ties  used,  I  have  a  letter  here  saying  that  100 
tons  of  lath  ties  are  used  in  St.  John  every  year  ?  A.  That  person  would  not  under- 
stand the  nature  of  the  subject  he  has  undertaken  to  enlighten  you  upon,  Mr,  Gillmor. 
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i+n  Q-,^0  you  know   Mr.    Warner   there?     A.  Yes;  John  Warner,  he  knew  very 

mue  about  the  lumber  business.    1  know  he  has  had  some  year  or  two  experience  m 

Vrs  '"'^^?'"/'"8iDes8  there.     He  bought  a  tie  of  just  the   character  of  which  I  spoke 

aDOut,  this  heavy  tie ;  this  year  I  took  his  order  and  I  find  that  he  preferred  our  ties. 

■By  Mr.  Bam  (  Wentworth) : 

Q    What  is  your   quotation    for  the   same  grade?    A.  We  are  not  making  any 

sisal  twine  now,  tor  the  reason  that  there   is   a  poor  market  and  the  Americans  are 

making  it. 

Q.  Your  twine  is  about  75  feet  longer?  A.  I  think  our  binder  twine  will  run 
from  bio  to  700  feet. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  There  is  ^0  per  cent,  or  a  little  more  difference  in  the  strength  ?  A.  Yes  I 
will  give  you  quotations  for  pure  manilla.  i3J  for  car  load  lots  and  12 J  for  50  "ton 
lots.  That  represents  delivery  in  any  part  of  Ontario  east  of  Owen  Sound  and  that 
18  freight  paid  lo  any  part  of  Ontario,  and  from  that  there  is  a  discount  of  five  per 
cent,  lor  cash.  Any  deliveries  on  orders  taken  previous  to  the  first  of  June  the  pur- 
chager  will  be  allowed  a  rabate  of  interest  not  exceeding  7  per  cent,  per  annum. 
The  first  of  June  is  considered  the  due  date  of  twine  as  the  season  ia  at  an  end  when 
persons  will  not  want  it.  So  persons  buying  it  previous  to  June  are  allowed  a  re- 
bate of  7  per  cent,  besides  receiving  5  per  cent,  discount,  the  terms  on  binding  twine 
this  year  being  15  days. 

Q.  How  does  the  price  of  raw  material  compare  with  last  year  ?  A.  The  raw 
material  is  higher  in  consequence  of  what  I  told  you. 

Q.  How  much  higher  is  raw  material  ?     A.  To  give  you  an  idea,  spot  manilla  is 
quoted  to-day  in  England  at  £42  per  ton  and  last  year  just  before  the  syndicate  was 
formed  it  coo  Id  have  been  bought  at  from  £-i&  to  £:5  lOs.  per  ton. 
By  Mr.  Wood  ( Westmoreland)  : 

Q.  How  long  has  your  combination  been  formed?  A.  Our  association  has  been 
in  <)rganization  since  November,  lfc84,  and  everything  wont  fairly  satisfactory  along 
until  some  time  last  May,  when  it  dissolved  by  a  general  break  up,  and  then  I 
think,  in  the  middle  of  August  it  was  reorganized.  During  the  break  there  was 
pretty  bitter  competition,  and  Mr.  Massey,  who  has  had  some  experience  in  binder 
twine,  will  know  that  that  was  at  the  season  when  farmers  were  ready  to  take  the 
delivery  of  iwine,  and  it  did  not  aifect  the  consumer,  while  we  were  all  slaughtering 
against  each  other. 

Q.  How  do  you  account  for  that?  A,  Only  in  this  way,  when  the  break 
occurred,  of  course  every  person  svas  anxious  to  sell  what  they  could  and  make  as 
large  sales  as  possible,  but  they  had  to  do  it  ata  price  agreed  upon  between  the  manu- 
facturer or  seller  and  the  wholesale  buyer.  As  the  consumer  does  not  deal  through 
the  manufacturer  but  generally  through  the  middle  man,  whenever  a  decline  of  prices 
took  place  it  simply  resulted  in  a  benefit  to  the  middle  man  or  broker. 

Q.   He  kept  up  his  prices  on  the  consumer  ?    A.   Yes. 

Q.  You  say  your  association  all  sell  at  the  same  price.  Have  you  any  rules  about 
buying,  or  does  every  one  buy  where  he  can  ?  A.  To  the  best  possible  advantage. 
Each  manufacturer  is  allowed  to  put  an  order  in  any  portion  ot  the  country.  He  is 
not  confined  to  any  particular  territory. 

Q.  Am  I  right  in  inferring  from  your  remarks  that  the  difference  between  the 
cost  of  the  raw  and  manufactured  article  has  not  been  affected  by  this  association?' 
A.  Yes;  that  is  to  say  the  formation  of  our  association  has  not  had  the  effect  of 
increasing  the  price  to  the  consnmer. 

Q.  The  manufacturer's  profits  depend  on  the  difference  between  what  he  pays 
for  the  raw  material  and  what  he  sells  the  finished  goods  for.  Do  you  have  a  larger 
difference  now  as  the  result-of  this  association  ?  Is  there  an  understanding  between 
yon  that  there  shall  be  a  larger  margin  between  the  cost  of  the  raw  and  the  manu- 
factured article  ?  A,  The  net  margin  of  profit  would  be  no  larger  than  before  the 
association  was  formed.    The  association  has  had  the  effect  of  steadying  the  trade. 
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Q.  Ton  have  said  before  that  it  was  to  control  the  production  and  not  the- 
price?  A.  Yes;  but  there  is  an  understanding  as  to  price,  so  that  there  will  be  a 
■auiform  quotation.     The  margin  however  is  not  greater. 

Q.  Do  you  get  any  larger  profits  as  the  result  of  this  association  in  saving  ex- 
penses ?  A.  Yes ;  I  think  that  is  probably  whei'e  an  advantage  would  come  in  from 
there  being  an  understanding  among  the  majority  ot  the  manufacturers.  Each 
"manufactarer  can  gauge  pretty  accurately  about  the  quantity  which  would  make  up 
this  percentage  of  goods  and  he  can  regulate  his  factory  so  as  to  produce  the  quantity 
to  the  best  possible  advantage,  and  he  having  almost  a  guarantee  or  certainty  that 
these  goods  will  move  oif  in  a  giving  period  can  make  a  greater  profit.  Then  agaia 
this  has  increased  and  improved  the  standard  of  the  Canadian  article.  We  have 
conferences  from  time  to  time  in  regard  to  the  quality,  and  we  have  no  hesitation  in 
declaring  that  the  average  quality  tc-day  is  superior  to  the  AmericaQ  product. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q  Even  American  manilla  ?  A.  Including  the  sisal.  It  is  equal  in  every 
respect  to  the  average  American.  There  are  some  special  manufacturers  in  the 
United  States  who  make  a  very  nice  article  and  whose  productions  will  compare 
■with  our  best,  but  the  average  Canadian  production  is  8up*ior  to  the  average 
American  production. 

By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 

Q.  One  of  the  results  of  your  association   has   been  to  raise   the  standard  of 
quality  ?     A.  That  is  indisputable. 
By  Mr.  Casgrain  : 

Q.  Can  you  speak  of  the  production  outside  ot  that  combination?  A.  As  far 
AS  outside  production  is  coEcerned  I  think  that  in  order  for  them  to  do  any  business 
at  ail  or  make  any  sales  of  any  magnitude  they  must  maintain  a  pretty  respectable 
standard  of  the  finished  product,  but  as  I  have  not  seen  any  of  the  finished  product 
of  any  of  these  outside  concerns  I  am  consequently  not  in  a  position  to  express  a 
personal  opinion.  1  have  heard  however  from  reliable  sources  that  the  product  waa 
salitfactory  and  creditable. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  proportion  of  the  manufacture  of  those  out- 
side of  the  combination  as  compared  with  yours?     A.  I  have  not. 

Q.  You  could  not  speak  positively  of  course,  but  does  your  company  do  the  bulk 
of  the  business  ?    A.  1  think  eo,  I  am  pretty  certain  it  does. 

Q.  Could  you  indicate  to  me  any  particular  firm  outside  of  your  five  in  the  differ- 
ent provinces?     A.  There  is  the  Brantford  rope  and  twine  concern. 

Q.  Any  other?  A.  That  is  capable  of  making  20  per  cent,  of  the  country's 
requirements  in  twine. 

Q.   Does  it  produce  that  much  ?    A.   It  has  only  been  started  a  little  over  a  year. 
liast  year  they  did  probably  only  8  or  10  per    cent,  of  that  bubiness  ;  but  this  year  I 
think  they  are  making  special  elfortti  and  that  they  will  do  20  per  cent. 
By  Mr.  Fisher: 

Q.   Have  you  made  any  overtures  to  him  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  Have  they  asked  to  be  taken  in  ?    A,  No ;  not  to  my  knowledge. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (^Wentworth)  : 

Q.  None  of  the  other  makers  agreed  to  regulate  the  prices?     A.  No. 
By  Mr.  Landry : 

Q.  How  ioDg  has  your  firm  boen  ilii  business  ?     A.  Ever  since  1  was  very  small. 
My  father  started  the  business  and  we  have  grown  up  with  it,  but  the  works  of  which 
I  speak  of  at   the  present  time   have  been   built  only  about  4  years   ago,  the  former 
■works  having  been  burned. 
By  Mr.  Casgrain : 

Q.  Have  you  any  competition  in  New  Brunswick  ?  A.  None,  except  with  one 
or  two  small  concerns. 

Q.  Any  in  Nova  Scotia?  A.  1  do  not  think  there  are  any  except  the  Dart- 
mouth Eope  Work  Company  which  is  an  extensive  one. 
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Q.  Any  in  Quebec?  A.  There  is  in  Montreal  ;  there  are  two  there  and  several 
small  people.     Eight  in  the  city  of  Quebec  I  do  not  think  there  are  any. 

Q.  For  my  own  personal  information,  do  you  say  that  you   can   command  the 
market  and  fix  the  price  of  the  country  ?     A.I  can.     Do  you   mean  to  say  are  we 
sufficiently  strong  to  control  the  market  ?     I  do  not  know  that  we  do.     So  far  as  we 
five  are  concerned  wo  may  to  a  great  extent. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  I  think  we  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Connors  for  giving  a  history  of  this  matter, 
as  he  has  enlightened  us  very  fully  ?  A.  While  I  have  given  yon  considerable  in- 
formation, there  are  a  great  muny  points  I  have  not  touched  upon,  so  with  your  per- 
mission I  will  be  pleased  to  remain  while  Mr.  Massey  is  giving  his  evidence.  The 
only  point  I  might  be  able  to  give  you  information  upon  would  be  something  that 
may  have  escaped  my  notice  and  would  be  suggested  by  somebody  else. 


Mr.  H.  &..  Masset,  sworn. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation?  A.  I  am  President  of  the  Massey  Manufacturing 
Company  ot  Toronto.  Our  business  is  that  of  manufacturing  agricuUural  imple- 
ments, and  has  been  for  about  forty  years. 

Q.  Are  there  any  particular  points  that  yon  would  wish  to  speak  on  arising  out 
of  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Connors?  A.  If  there  are  any  questions,  or  if  yon  would 
prefer  me  making  a  general  statement  in  regard  to  the  price  of  twine,  and  how  it 
compares  with  American  prices  of  any  line  that  they  wish  me  to  refer  to,  I  should  be 
pleaded  to  do  so. 

By  Mr.  Landry : 

Q.  Is  there  anything  in  Mr.  Connors'  statement  that  you  would  wish  to  combat? 
A.  I  think  there  are  several  things  that  Mr.  Connors  must  have  been  under  some 
misapprehension  with  respect  thereto,  especially  in  regard  to  the  farmer  getting  the 
twine  now  as  low  as  some  years  ago.  We  have  some  means  of  knowing  that  they 
are  now  paying  16  cents  per  pound  while  they  paid  but  13  a  few  years  ago  for  the 
same  twine. 

By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  Are  you  aware  of  any  difference  in  the  price  of  raw  material  ?  A.  I  know 
raw  material  has  advanced. 

Q.  How  much  ?  A.  I  am  not  prepared  to  give  exact  quotations  for  manilla,  nor 
the  price  at  which  it  was  purchased  last  fall.  That  is  the  point  I  thought  Mr. 
Concors  ought  to  have  given  you,  and  not  what  it  was  bought  for  two  years  ago,  and 
then  it  would  be  easy  to  see  what  their  profits  are.  Mr.  Connors  says  there  are  no 
more  than  two  years  ago.  They  sold  twine  two  years  ago  for  9h  cents  per  pound, 
and  you  have  heard  his  quotations  for  now. 
By  Mr.  Quillet  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  they  were  selling  it  at  15  cents  last  year,  retail  ?     A,  No,  sir  ; 
it  was  sold  last  year  at  from  13  to  14  cents. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  That  quality  was  2^  cents  a  pound  ?  A.  It  was  pure  manilla ;  sisal  was 
considered  as  a  mixture  half  and  half  with  pure  manilla,  and  at  that  time  we  used  a 
mixtni  e. 

Q.  What  did  you  sell  it  then  for  ?  A.  It  goes  into  different  hands ;  we  give  it 
to  the  agents  at  a  cent  per  pound  profit,  and  the  agents  get  a  cent  more  when  they 
sell  to  the  farmers  as  their  profit.  So  that  it  went  to  the  farmers  at  about  13  cents. 
Half  the  time  they  probably  got  14  cents. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  difference  between  the  raw   material   then   and   now  as  to 

price?    A.  I  do  not  know  positively.    I  did  not  understand  Mr.  Connor  to  give  the 

difference  between  the  price  of  raw  material  two  years  ago  and  last  fall.     He  said  it 

is  quoted  at  £35  last  fall  and  now  £12  in  England.    That   is  a  vast  difference  when 
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you  take  into  consideration  what  it  was  last  year  in  England  and  now,  We  want 
the  comparative  prices  in  Nova  Scotia  or  the  prices  which  they  paid  at  the  given 
titae  when  they  buy  their  stock  each  year,  and  then  you  would  have  some  oppor- 
tunity of  judging  what  their  profits  are. 

Q.  What  did  you  pay  for  twine  four  years  ago  before  this  combination  was 
formed  ?  A.  1  cannot  tell  back  as  far  as  four  years  ago.  This  of  coarse  is  spruog 
upon  me,  although  I  had  some  figares  in  coming  down  on  some  business  with  the 
Government,  because  we  considered  it  was  a  grievance  and  an  injury  to  the  public  in 
this  combinatioD,  putting  prices  od  the  twine,  by  which  the  farmer  has  to  pay  so 
much  more  ia  proportion  to  the  cost  of  raw  material  than  he  had  two  or  three  years 
ago ;  and  also  so  much  greater  than  what  we  can  buy  it  for  in  the  American  market. 
We  can  buy  the  same  material  that  is  sold  here,  the  same  iinished  twine,  from  the 
Americans,  paying  a  duty  of  81,79f  per  100  pounds,  chea^.or  than  we  can  buy  it  ia 
Canada.     On  that  we  pay  the  duty, 

Q.  Are  you  buying  in  Canada?    A.  Yes;    because   we  prefer   patronising  the 
home  market  if  we  can.     But  we  say  it  is  an  injustice  to  the  public  when  a  combhia 
tion  is  formed  that  will  put  up  the  price  beyond  what  they  are   warranted  in  doing 
in  view  of  the  cost  of  the  raw  material.     Combinations   are   an    injury   when   they 
exact  extortionate  prices  from  the  consumer. 
By  Mr.  Fisher: 

Q  Have  you  any  figares  to  show  that  profits  are  greater  now  than  before  this 
combination  was  formed  ?  A.  I  have  not  the  figares  of  raw  material,  but  I  can  tell 
you  what  we  bought  for  before  this  combination  was  formed.  We  bought  pure 
manilla  for  10  cents  a  pound  two  years  ago.     We  had  our  percentage  off  that. 

Q.  Last  year  you  paid  what  ?    A.  I  cannot  give  the  figures  of  last  year. 

Q.  Two  years  ago  you  bought  pure  manilla  for  10  cents  and  paid  9J  cents  for 
half  and  half,  that  is  half  sisal  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Since  the  combination  has  come  you  paid  12J  by  the  quantity?  A.  Large 
quantity. 

Q.  Have  you  any  information  with  regard  to  the  relative  prices  of  raw  material  ? 
A.  It  is  not  anything  near  in  comparison  with  that.     I  cannot  give  you  the  figures, 
but  they  can  easily  be  obtained.    I  think   Mr.  Stairs,  of  the  Darmouth  works,  could 
give  you  all  the  information. 
By  Mr.  Gasgrain  : 

Q.  What  is  your  complaint?  A.  I  believe  in  allowing  raw  material  to  com© 
into  the  country. 

Q.  But  if  you  can  buy  elsewhere  outside  of  this  combination  at  a  cheaper  rate, 
what  would  be  your  complaint  ?  A.I  say  that  they  have  that  advantage,  that  they 
get  the  raw  material  free  and  we  have  to  pay  the  duty  on  the  cord,  which  they  get 
the  benefit  of  on  the  cord. 

Q.  If  you  can  buy  elsewhere  and  get  a  better  bargain,  what  is  your  complaint? 
If  yon  are  obliged  from  the  combination  that  would  be  a  different  thing  ?  A.  I  say 
we  can  buy  it  and  lay  it  down  cheaper  than  we  can  get  it  from  the  Canadians  after 
paying  the  duty ;  but  then  the  diiference  is  so  small.  I  will  give  you  the  figures. 
The  Canadian  price  for  pure  manilla  delivered  in  not  less  than  50  ton  lots  is  $i:i,60, 
and  then  there  is  a  5  per  cent,  discount  in  15  days  off  that,  which  brings  it  net 
$11. 87 J.  I  do  not  see  any  advantage  in  the  rebate  because  the  twine  is  not  used 
until  Jaly  and  August.  The  American  quotation  is  $11.50  less  IJ  discount.  That 
is,  $ll.ii2f  net.  Freight  25  cents,  total  $11.57f  as  against  $11.87|^.  Take  the  duty 
from  this,  the  duty  of  1 J  cents  per  pound  on  the  raw  material  paid  by  the  American 
manufacturer,  which  is  not  paid  by  the  Canadian,  and  it  brings  it  down  to  10^  cents 
per  pound. 

By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  That  is  the  price  to  you  ?  A.  It  would  be  the  difference  as  between  $ll.5t 
and  811.87. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Then  you  pay  the  duty  after  that?    A.  Yes. 
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Q .  Then  the  American  would  be  a  good  deal  dearer  ?  A.  Yes  ;  when  the  duty  is 
paid. 

By  Mr.  Wood  (^Westmoreland)  : 

Q,  We  understand  you  to  say  that  you  paid  Canadian  manufacturers  30  cents 
per  pound  more  than  you  would  have  to  pay  the  American ?  A.  Yes;  but  there  is 
the  duty. 

By  Mr    Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  What  is  the  actual  cost,  including  the  duty,  of  the  American  article  ?  A. 
We  had  to  import  a  large  quantity  for  the  North- West  last  year.  We  could  not  get 
it  in  Canada.  We  laid  it  down  ia  Manitoba  at  about  the  price  we  had  to  pay  in  Nova 
Scotia,  and  duty  added.  It  cost  us  about  the  duty  extra.  The  ground  of  complaint 
is  that  although  the  Americans  are  paying  a  duty  on  it,  they  caa  afford  to  offer  it  to 
us  at  less  than  the  Canadian  figures.  I  have  been  in  correspondence  with  large 
dealers  and  they  tell  us  they  have  been  buying  it  at  the  same  rates  as  those  who  sell 
tons. 

By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 

Q.  Are  there  any  of  this  sort  of  goods  manufactured  in  England  ?  A.  There  is 
some ;  but  they  manufacture  other  kinds  of  material  into  cord  which  they  think 
answer  as  well,  and  it  is  a  great  deal  cheaper.  It  is  gut.  We  have  imported  that, 
but  it  does  not  do  as  well  in  this  country.  It  answers  a  very  good  purpose,  however, 
and  can  be  sold  a  good  deal  cheaper.  Then  there  is  a  point  in  regard  to  what  Mr. 
Connor  said  as  to  allowing  others  to  handle  the  twine.  We  find  that  unless  we  keep 
the  twine,  the  farmers  would  be  without  it  at  the  proper  season  of  the  year ;  that  the 
hardware  men  would  only  keep  it  to  suit  their  convenience,  and  we  stated  to  the 
manufacturers  :  "  If  we  keep  twine  we  will  be  bound  to  supply  our  customers  in  any 
€vent,  and  we  will  keep  enough  ;  otherwise  we  will  let  the  hardware  men  keep  it." 
We  have  never  made  more  than  ten  per  cent,  on  twine,  and  we  have  had  to  advance 
the  money  three,  four  or  six  months.  So  we  have  never  made  much  ;  but  we  are 
obliged  to  have  it  to  sell  our  machines.  The  agents  make  more. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  What  is  the  date  of  this  quotation?  A.  It  is  quite  recent.  It  is  a  memo- 
randum I  took  from  our  books. 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q,  Are  your  profits  on  twine  as  large  as  several  years  ago  ?  A.  We  are  obliged 
to  buy  twine  for  our  customers  with  the  prospect  of  not  making  anything  on  it ; 
the  prospect  even  of  losing,  for  the  reason  that  the  Brantford  company  are  making 
twine  and  sending  it  out  to  the  farmers  with  the  profit  they  are  selling  to  manufac- 
turers. They  sell  it  at  1 2  J,  whereas  we  are  selling  it  at  la  J.  Our  demand  this 
year  would  run  nearly  600  tons  of  twine ;  but  we  have  to  have  it. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  As  business  grows  yon  will  go  out  of  the  twine  business?  A.  We  cannot; 
we  warrant  our  machines.  If  they  go  and  get  inferior  twine  it  might  interfere  with 
the  machine,  and  we  must  know  what  is  in  it.  How  is  it  if  there  is  so  little  profit 
on  the  twine,  we  can  buy  it  for  exporting  out  of  the  country  for  aboat  a  cent  a 
pound  less  than  what  we  can  get  it  in  the  country  for  ?  We  have  an  order  placed  for 
twine  that  will  go  over  a  cent  per  pound  to  go  out  of  the  country  cheaper  than  we 
can  get  it  in. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  heard  Mr.  Connor's  evidence  to  the  effect  that  they  had  machinery  to 
produce  double  the  amount  of  the  consumption  of  the  country,  and  they  could  make 
a  surplus  cheaper  ?     A.  That  is  a  poor  rule. 

By  Mr.  Fisher ; 
Q,  The  same  people  who  supply  you  with  twine   are   the  same  who  will  send  it 
out  of  the  country  ?     A.  We   have   large  orders   going   to  England,  Australia  and 
South  America. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  yoa  sell  your  implements  cheaper  when  you  send  them 
abroad  than  when  yon  sell  in  the  home  market?  A.  We  can  ;  but  it  costs  more  to 
send  it  away. 

Q.  But  taking  off  the  cost  of  delivery  ;  do  you  make  a  net  profit  larger  on  what 
you  send  to  the  country  than  outside  of  it?  A.  Decidedly.  In  consequence  of 
American  competition  we  cannot  get  a  price  that  would  pay  us  in  Canada. 

Q.  You  are  doing  the  same  thing  as  the  rope  manufacturers?  A.  I  think  it 
can  be  bought  in  the  States  just  as  cheap  as  here.  The  Brantford  men  are  not  in  the 
combination,  and  the  result  is  we  are  putting  up  a  plant  to  manufacture  our  own 
cord.  We  must  have  a  protective  tariff,  and  I  am  perfectly  willing  that  the  twine 
men  shall  have  protection;  but  I  do  not  want  them  to  make  two  profits. 

Q.  What  are  the  Brantford  men  quoting  at  ?  A.  To  the  farmer  at  13  and  14 
cents.  They  do  not  wholesale  ;  they  sell  to  their  customers.  They  say  to  men  in 
the  North- West :  "  You  buy  our  twine  and  we  will  sell  you  a  machine.  If  you  do- 
Dot  buy  our  twine,  we  will  not  sell  our  machines." 

Q.  Are  the  Harris  &  Son  implement  makers  there  ?    A.  Yes, 

Q.  Is  the  twine  works  controlled  by  them  ?    A.   Yes;  partly  by  them. 
By  Mr.  Fisher : 

Q.  Mr.  Connor  said  that  they  had  a  capacity  of  making  20  per  cent,  of  the 
country's  requirements ?  A.  No;  they  could  not  make  more  than  6(j0  tons,  which 
would  be  probably  what  they  would  require  for  their  own  business. 

Q.  What  would  be  the  requirements  of  the  country  ?  A.  There  are  over  3,000 
tons  required. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Mr.  Connor  has  stated  that  it  would  be  1,600  tons  ?  A.  He  is  a  long  way 
astray. 

Mr.  Connor — I  am  positive. 

Q.  What  quantity  did  you  use  last  year  ?  A.  I  think  it  was  between  400  and 
500  tons, 

Q.  Did  you  supply  more  than  a  quarter  of  the  country's  needs  ?  A,  It  would 
probably  be  a  quarter. 

Q.  Including  export  ?     A.  No. 
By  Mr.  Landry  : 

Q.  You  do  not  know  of  anything  whereby  this  combination  sells  to  only  certain 
persons?  A,  I  think  they  have  a  combination,  so  that  prices  are  very  fine.  The 
difficulty  is,  a  hardware  man  can  buy  ten  tons.  Country  hardware  men  will  com- 
bine together  and  will  take  1(J0  tons  and  cau  sell  it  out  over  the  counter  for  much 
less  than  we  can  handle  it  through  two  or  three  hands  and  go  to  the  country. 
By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  Do  Harris  &  Son  control  the  Brantford  works  ?     A.  Yes ;  I  think  one  of 
them  is  president  of  the   company.     The  output   is   arranged    so   that  the   Harris, 
Company  control  it,  and  they  put  it  on  the  market  in  that  way. 
By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  .- 

Q.  I  think  you  have  stated  that  there  is  no  combination  among  manufacturers 
of  agricultural  implements?     A.  No.     They  are  selling  now  at  a  loss. 

Q.  How  do  you  manage  to  ship  to  foreign  markets  ?  A.  We  get  a  bigger  price. 
Of  course  the  introducing  and  establishment  of  a  foreign  agency  is  enormous  at  first,, 
and  the  machines  we  are  sending  out  there  we  do  not  expect  to  realize  on  at  present, 
but  in  the  future  we  hope  to  realize  more  than  we  are  doing  now  in  Canada ;  for  they 
are  selling  binders  to-day  at  less  than  they  can  deliver  them.  for.  I  do  not  say  we 
are  doing  it.     I  know  two  or  three  firms  who  have  made  sales  this  year  at  a  loss, 

Q,  Then  protection  is  of  no  advantage  to  you  ?  A .  There  is  an  over  produc- 
tion. If  this  combination  were  to  reduce  the  output  to  a  fair  and  reasonable  amount, 
but  when  they  extort  money,  I  think  it  is  wrong.  It  is  wrong  to  put  on  a  price 
beyond  what  is  a  reasonable  profit. 
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Q.  Still,  I  am  not  quite  clear  about  the  relative  prices  between  those  you  sell  at 
to  the  farmers  in  this  couniry  and  the  machines  you  ship  abroad.  I  understood  yea 
to  say  that  you  get  a  larger  profit  on  what  you  sell  at  home  than  abroad  ?  A.  Wft 
do  when  we  get  our  price  ;  but  we  do  not  pretend  to  say  that  we  are  selling  at  the 
loss  others  are.  We  have  a  fixed  price,  and  if  wo  cannot  soil  them  for  that  we  will 
keep  them  or  send  them  abroad. 

Q .  If  you  were  not  protected,  if  the  market  was  open  to  the  Americans,  could 
you  manufacture  at  all  ?  Do  you  require  protection  ?  A.  Yes,  sir  ;  any  new  coun- 
try requires  protection. 

Q.  Would  you  be  able  to  ship  to  foreign  markets  if  you  had  not  the  control  of 
your  own  market  ?  A .  Yes  ;  because  we  would  get  the  raw  material  enough  lower 
to  enable  us  to  make  the  machines  low  enough  to  compete  with  them.  The  duties 
on  the  material  we  are  using  is  equivalent  to  the  advantages  that  we  gain  by  protec- 
tion. 

Q.  Then  you  are  not  protected  at  all  ?  A.  for  foreign  markets  they  give  a  re- 
bate on  the  duties  paid  out ;  but  what  are  we  to  do  when  the  material  advances  as 
iron  and  steel  have  done.  Iron  and  steel  have  advanced  from  25  to  50  per  cent,  as 
against  a  year  a^o.     We  are  out  of  pocket  that  much. 

Q.  Are  you  selling  cheaper  machines  ?    A.  Nearly  the  same  price  as  last  year ; 
but  this  year  we  will  pay  out  over  $30,000  over  and  above  the  prices  we  paid  for  the 
same  material  last  year,  in  consequence  of  difference  in  the  tariff. 
By  Mr,  Fisher : 

Q.  You  said  a  few  moments  ago  that  when  you  exported  your  machines  you  got 
a  rebate ;  that  is,  on  the  raw  material  on  which  you  had  paid  duty ;  and  as  the  duty 
on  iron  and  steel  has  increased  you  will  not  import  so  much?  A.  No ;  we  will  buy 
it  in  the  country. 

Q.  Then  yon  will  lose  the  profit  you  made  in  that  way  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  How  much  ought  the  rebate   to  be  ?     A.  About  $10   on   each    binder.     We 
have  a  claim  here  now  with  the  Government  that  is  being  adjusted. 
By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 

Q.  Why  ao  you  buy  iron  io  the  country  if  you  can  get  a  rebate  ?  A.  Because  I 
want  to  patronize  home  industry. 

Q.  Pure  philanthropy  ?  A.  Not  altogether.  Some  of  the  grades  I  can  buy  in 
the  States  as  cheap  as  in  this  country  ;  but  I  am  a  protectionist,  and  want  to  buy 
here. 

By  Mr.  Fisher : 

Q.  What  can  jute  be  sold  at  in  Canada?  A.  10  cents  per  pound  to  the  farmer; 
butit  has  not  the  same  strength.  It  only  answers  some  binders.  The  Americans 
do  not  make  jute.     It  is  the  English. 

John  Connor  recalled. 

By  Mr.  Casgrain :  ,    .      ,        t     ^i.  ■ 

Q.  Let  me  understand  this,  as  a  -jiatter  of  fact,  pure  and  simple.  Is  this  com- 
bination of  you  five  to  prevent  over  production  ?     A.  Yes,  sir.  ^in- u   t   ^ 

Q.  And  second,  to  have  a  iair  profit  on  your  manufacture  ?  A.  Well,  i  do  not 
know  that  those  words  woald  cover  the  preamble  of  the  association.  I  think  the 
most  satisfactory  way  would  be  to  give  yon  a  copy  of  our  agreement.  I  would  have 
no  objection  at  all.  .     , 

Q  Tell  me  when.you  meet  together  ?  You  had  a  meeting  when  yon  reorganized 
in  August  last.  Did  you  discuss  the  matter  of  percentage  of  profits  then  to  be  made  { 
A.  No  We  have  an  official  as  supervisor  of  the  association,  and  that  othoial  is 
secretary  of  the  association.  It  is  he  who  makes  the  prices  according  as  the  material 
fluctuates  in  value.  He  will  telegraph  around  to  the  maaufacturefs  so  that  there  is 
a  uniformity.  We  never  change  unless  there  is  a  diftarenoe  of  half  a  cent  per  poaod 
on  the  fibre. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned. 
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House  of  Commons,  Ottawa,  20  Lh  April,  1888. 

The  Committee  on  alleged  Trade  Combinations  met  this  morning,  Mr.  Wallace^ 
M.P.,  in  the  chair. 

Thomas  Workman,  sworn. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation  ?    A.  Hardware  merchant,  Ottawa. 

Q.  Do  3'ou  deal  in  barbed  wire  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  many  manufacturers  of  barbed  wire  are  there  in  the  country  ?  A.  I 
think  there  are  only  three  in  Canada  now. 

Q.  Manufacturers  of  barbed  wire?  A.  Yes.  The  Canada  Wire  Company,  The 
Dominion  Barbed  Wire  Company  and  the  Ontario  Barbed  Wire  Company. 

Q.  Where  are  their  places  of  business?  A.  The  Dominion  Barbed  Wire  Com- 
pany and  the  Canada  Wire  Company  are  in  Montreal,  and  the  Ontario  Lead  and 
Barbed  Wire  Company  is  in  Toronto.     We  never  deal  with  them. 

Q.  There  are  only  three  ?     A.  Only  three. 

Q.  There  is  another  kind  of  wire.  Are  there  any  other  factories  making  it  ? 
A.  I  think  there  are  only  two.  I  think  the  Dominion  Barbed  Wire  Company  are 
not  drawers  of  wire. 

Q.  That  flat  fence  wire  ?     A.  Oh,  flat  fence  wire. 

Q.  Who  makes  that  ?  A.  Well,  there  is  the  buckthorn.  It  is  a  twisted  strip 
that  is  largely  brought  in  from  Germany.  The  Dominion  Barbed  Wire  Company 
also  manufacture  them  to  a  limited  extent. 

Q.   Where  are  the  works  of  the  Dominion  Company  ?     A.   In  Montreal, 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  combination  among  these  manufacturers?  A.  There 
is  a  combination.    This  circular  we  received  was  dated  the  1st  December.     It  reads; 

To  the  Barb  Wire  Association  of  Canada  : 

,  the  undersigned,  merchant  of  ,  for  the 

purpose  of  securing  a  fair  profit  from  the  sale  of  barb  wire,  do  hereby  agree  and 
faithfully  promise,  that  for  the  next  year  from  date,  not  to  sell  barb  wire  or 
staples,  or  allow  the  same  to  be  sold,  for  less  than  six  and  one-quarter  cents  (6J)  per 
pound  cash,  and  will  in  no  wise,  directly  or  indirectly,  violate  this  agreement." 

The  u^ual  terms  are  2  per  cent,  off  for  cash  or  60  days.  That  would  leave  us  a 
profit  without  considering  the  cash  discount  of  half  a  cent  a  pound  for  handling  it, 

Q.  Tour  agreement  was  to  ^ell  it  for  6J  cents?  A.  Yes;  it  would  cost  us  5| 
less  2  per  cent,  lor  cash,  delivered  here.  These  were  bought  alter  the  business  was 
over  last  fall. 

By  Mr.  Fisher: 

Q.  Wn at  was  the  price  last  leason?  A.  6  cents.  It  is  delivered  here  at  5f 
and  it  we  paid  cash  in  10  days  we  got  2  per  cent.  off.  I  think  the  agreement  is  not 
being  carried  out  generally  all  over  the  country.  We  have  hoard  of  several  cutting 
under  that  price. 

Q.  That   is   an   agreement  for  cash?    A.   Yes;  of  course  we   could  make  it 
much  higher  than  that  if  we  liked. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  agree  then  for  the  next  year.  This  agreement  is  for  the  present  year  ? 
A.  Yes,  sir,  for  this  present  year. 

Q.  Before  that  the  price  was  exactly  the  same?  A.  They  did  not  alter  the 
price  except  thev  will  allow  no  person  the  rebate  of  one-quarter  cent  per  pound  who 
has  not  signed.  If  they  carried  out  their  agreement  and  if  we  did  not  sign  we  would 
have  to  pay  6  cents.  My  experience  with  barbed  wire  companies  is  that  they 
would  sell  to  us,  even  if  we  did  not  sign. 

Q.  You  are  prepared  to  sell?  A.  Yes;  I  made  a  different  arrangement  before 
this. 

Q.  Do  you  sell  largely  ?    A.  We  sell  probably  15  or  20  tons  of  this  wire. 
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Q.  You  have  an  invoice  here  of  10  tons  ?     A.  Yes.     That  h  a  carload. 

By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  What  is  the  quality  of  that  wire ;  is  there  a  difference   between  the  number 
ol  points  or  barbs  ?     A.   There  is  a  difference  of  distance,  some  four  inches. 
Q.   You  got  the  same  price  ?     A.  Yes. 

T.       *^'mf  ^^^  ^^^'^^  *^°  P°"°^^  °°  ^^^  ^^^^  01'  ti'ii'ee  ?    A.  It  is  nearly  all  four  points 
here.     Ihere  is  no  difference  in  price. 

Q.  Then  there  is  the  Manitoba  barb  ?  A.  That  is  the  Canada  Company's  barbed 
wire  with  four  points.     It  is  a  difference  in  the  way  the  barbs  are  put  on . 

Q.  Are  you  aware  of  any  barbed  wire  machinery  in  the  conntry  standing  idle  ; 
or  any  factories  that  have  been  thut  down  in  consequence  of  this  agreement  ?  A  I 
do  not 

Q.  Are  you  aware  that  there  were  more  factories  three  years  ago  than  there  ar© 
now  ?    A.  I  thought  there  was  a  factory  in  Woodstock. 
By  Mr.  McKay  : 

Q.  Is  ihere  not  one  in  Windsor  ?     A.  Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Q.  What  about  the  Barnnm  Company  ?    A.  They  do  not  sell  barbed  wire  here. 

Q.  Does  this  include  buckthorn  ?     A.  Only  barbed  wire. 

Q.  Is  there  any  agreement  in  selling  to  the  dealer  in  buckthorn  ?  A.  No.  It 
is  quoted  in  Montreal  at  6  cents,  and  last  year  it  was  quoted  at  85.37. 

Q.  Is  it  manufactured  in  this  country  ?  A.  The  Dominion  Barbed  Wire  Com- 
pany claim  to  manufactare  it,  but  whether  they  buy  it  or  not,  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  It  is  the  same  price  as  the  imported  ?    A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  That  is  the  band  or  ribbon  wire  ?  A.  It  is  a  twisted  band  with  a  seam 
through  the  middle;  it  is  jost  twisted. 

Q.  Is  it  cheaper?  A.  Yes;  I  think  the  buckthorn  broaght  down  the  price  of 
barbed  wire. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  is  the  price  of  buckthorn  ?  A.  It  is  now  5  cents  in  Montreal.  I  think 
that  would  also  include  freight  to  Ottawa.  I  do  not  know  but  the  freight  to  certain 
points  is  paid. 

By  Mr  Fisher  : 

Q.  Buckthorn  will  stand  as  great  a  strain  as  barbed  wire  ?  A.  That  is  a  matter 
of  opinion. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  They  pay  the  freight  to  Ottawa  on  buckthorn  ?  A.  I  think  so.  I  think 
that  would  carry  freight  to  Ottawa.  I  think  we  could  have  it  delivered  here  lor  5 
cents. 

Q.  Is  it  better  than  barbed  wire  ?  A.  The  price  was  in  favor  of  buckthorn.  In 
May,  1883,  barbed  wire  cost  SJ  cents. 

Q.  Was  the  freight  paid  ?  A.  I  think  it  was  always  paid  on  barbed  wire. 
That  is  not  taking  into  cocsideration  the  2J  per  cent,  discount,  as  that  merely 
depends  on  the  capital  to  pay  it.  Now,  I  might  mention  that  the  price  in  September, 
1883,  was  reduced  to  7  cents,  and  the  price  was  probably  reduced  as  buckthorn  came 
into  use  about  that  time, 

Q.  That  was  IJ  cents  in  favor  of  buckthorn  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  what  pulled  the  price  down  ?  A.  Yes.  Then  in  1884  barbed  wire 
was  sold  at  7  cents  and  buckthorn  was  reduced  to  5  cents .  In  1885  barbed  was  ar- 
ranged at  the  same  price  it  is  now — 6  cents,  less  25  cents  rebate. 

Q.  This  was  imported  buckthorn  ?     A.  Yes, 

Q.  In  1885  barbed  wire  was  6  cents  less  25  ;  what  was  it  in  1886?  A.  In  1886 
we  bought  buckthorn. 

Q.  What  was  barbed  wire  ?  A.  The  same  price  as  to-day.  We  bought  buck- 
thorn at  5  cents. 

Q.  What  is  buckthorn  now  ?  A.  It  is  again  5  cents  but  it  went  up.  Last  year 
we  paid  05.37.     That  was  the  net  cash  price. 
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Q.  That  would  be  t  J  on  the  usual  terms  ?    A.  Yes ;  in  proportion  to  others. 

By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  What  is  the  duty  on  barbed  wire?   A.  IJ  cents  per  pound.  The  present  price 
of  barbed  wire  in  Pittsburgh,  in  April,  was  4  cents. 
By  Mr.  Gillmor  : 

Q.  Is  it  made  in  England  ?     A.  I  think  bo,  bat  I  do  not  know  the  price. 
By  Mr.  Bain  {Wentworth)  ; 

Q.  This  4  cents  was  at  the   factory?    Ai  I  think  it  would  be  delivered  for  that 
at  any  point  in   the   eastern   portion  of  the    United   States.    I  think  it  would  be  de- 
livei-ed  at  Ogdensburg  ;  but  there  is  an  understanding   amongst   the   manufacturers 
that  they  will  not  ship  into  Canada. 
By  Mr.  Ftsher  : 

Q.  An  understanding  with  our  manufacturers?  A.  Yes;  an  arrangement.  Onr 
manufacturers  are  what  they  would  call  licensed  companies  from  the  Washbura 
Company,  who  own  the  patent. 

Q.  That  is  an  arrangement  by  the  patentee  with  people  who  pay  them  a  roy- 
alty ?     A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Do  our  manufacturers  here  pay  a  royalty?  A.  I  think  so;  but  it  is  very 
small  now. 

Q.  Has  the  patentee  in  the  United  States  an  arrangement  with  those  here  by 
which  those  in  the  United  States  will  not  shipinto  Canada  ?  A.  I  believe  so.  In  1884 
we  bought  a  car  load  from  Scutt  &  Company,  Pittsburgh.  We  bought  it  for  $3.fe6. 
The  freight  was  very  low,  being  only  25  cents  to  Ottawa  per  100  pounds  ;  but  the 
Customs  people  would  not  accept  duty  on  the  face  value  of  the  invoice,  so  that  it  cost 
ns  $5.28  to  lay  it  down. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  ; 

Q.  What  do  the  Customs  people  value  it  at  ?     A.I  do  not  remember. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  That  would  be  only  $1.18  duty  ?     A.  This  duty  was  changed  last  year.  The 
duty  then  was  2.5  per  cent. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  It  would  be  $1  a  ion  ?    A.  It  cost  $5.28  to  us ;  that  would  be  more. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  $3.85  and  $5.28  would  be  $1.18.  That  would  be  the  duty  on  $4.72  ?  A.  I 
am  not  sure  whether  it  was  25  cents.  I  was  rather  annoyed  at  the  time  and  made  a 
note  on  my  invoice  of  the  facts.  The  agent  of  the  Dominion  Wire  Company  asked 
if  we  had  bought  wire  in  Pittsburg,  and  brought  it  into  Canada,  and  said  he  would 
proceed  against  us  ;  but  they  did  not  proceed  against  us. 
By  Mr .  Fisher  : 

Q.  Why  ?  A.  Having  the  patent.  They  took  proceedings  against  Wood  & 
Leggatt,  of  Hamilton. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Whom  did  you  buy  this  from  ?  A.  We  have  bought  for  the  past  year  from 
the  Canada  Wire  Company 

Q.  That  is  one  of  the  Montreal  firms  ?     A.  Yes ;  Ives. 

Q.  You  are  dealing  in  stoves  too  ?    A.  Yes  ;  to  a  certain  extent, 

Q.  What  kind  ?    A.  Coal  stoves. 

Q.  Any  other  kind  ?  A.  I  have  sometimes  sold  cook  stoves,  but  I  deal  prin- 
cipally in  coal  stoves. 

Q.  Who  are  the  principal  manufacturers  of  coal  sioves  in  Canada  that  you  know 
of  ?  A.  E.  &  C.  Gnrney  I  fancy  manufacture  largely.  We  buy  from  Burrow, 
Stewart  &  Milne,  of  Hamilton. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  combination  among  the  dealers  in  stoves  ?  A.  I  know 
that  there  is  a  combination  amongst  them. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  ?  A.  I  know  amongst  certain  dealers  who  are  mentioned 
as  being  in  combination  that  they  have  fixed  prices. 
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By  Mr.  McKay  : 

Q.  You  mean  manufaotnrers  when  you  say  dealers  ?  A.  Yes;  I  should  ha va 
said  manufacturers.     You  asked  me  about  dealers  ? 

The  Chairman. — I  meant  manufacturers. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q  Have  you  received  any  circulars  from  manufacturers?  A.  No,  sir;  whem  I 
come  to  look  I  have  none. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  You  were  not  asked  to  become  a  party  to  any  arrangement  ?     A.  Noi 

Q.  They  do  not  stipulate  any  prices  to  you?  A.  No,  they  merely  arrange* 
their  own  wholesale  price. 

Q.  Have  you  found  the  prices  uniform  ?  A.  Amongst  the  people  in  the  com- 
bination ?  Yes.  Their  lists  vary  and  discounts  are  different,  but  if  you  come  ta 
take  the  net  weight  of  the  stoves  they  are  probably  about  the  same  price. 

Q.  They  appear  as  if  there  was  an  understanding  in  price  ?    A.  I  have  beeni 
told  by  manufacturers  that  a  committee  arranged  prices.     A   man  has   a  new  stove 
and  the  committee  decide  what  price  that  stove  shall  be  sold  at,  and  the  manufacturer 
cannot  sell  below  that.     That  is  what  I  have  been  told  by  a  manufacturer. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  There  is  no  interference  with  you  in  selling  it  at  any  price  you  choose  ?  A.  Koi 

Q.  Is  there  considerable  rivalry  among  the  stove  sellers  of  Ottawa?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  A  good  deal  of  cutting  of  prices  ?  A.  We  hear  of  it.  I  think  prices  are 
pretty  well  cut. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Weniworth')  : 

Q.  Do  you  only  hear  of  it  ?  A.  We  do  not  always  pay  attention  to  what  we 
hear.    If  we  did  we  would  be  selling  stoves  at  #10  apiece. 

Q.  You  have  not  been  able  to  purchase  at  cut  rates  ?  A.  H.  R.  Ives  &  Company 
are  not  in  the  manufacturers' association.     They  sell  at  their  own    prices   and  they 
pretend  to  sell  lower  than  the  manufacturers  who  are  in  the  combination. 
By  the  Chairman  .• 

Q.  You  think  there  is  a  combination  and  that  some  are  not  in  it  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  "Who  else  besides  Ives  ?  A.  I  am  not  very  well  posted.  Ives  is  the  only  on® 
I  know  of. 

By  Mr.  MeKay  : 

Q.  Did  you  notice  that  this  combination  extended  to  cooking  stoves  as  Welt  ass 
heaters  ?    A.   Yes. 

Q.  All  kinds  of  cooking  stoves 

By  Mr.  Bain  {Wentworth)  : 

Q.  I  suppose  he  is  only  speaking  from  usual  information  ?  A.  That  is  all, 
sir. 

Mr.  McK.AT — He  says  that  he  knows  that  it  does. 

"Witness— I  know  from  what  the  manufacturers  have  told  me. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  Are  tht re  any  combinations  in  any  other  articles?  A.  There  is  something^ 
mentioned  to  Mr.  Wallace  the  other  day — tar  paper. 

The  witness  handed  the  chairman  the  following  letter  which  was  read. 

Montreal,  23rd  March,  1888. 
A,  Workman  &  Co.,  Ottawa, 

Gentlemen, — By  the  recent  decision  of  the  sheathing  paper  men,  an  agreement 
was  made  by  which  we  could  not  handle  paper  to  sell  at  the  proper  price  except  by 
-working  in  with  a  member  of  the  association  of  saturators.  We  are  accordingty 
selling  paper  now  on  account  of  Geo.  W.  Eeid.  We  are  giving  you  the  best  price  al- 
lowed any  one.  Yon  will  thus  underatand  why  we  send  you  Raid's  invoice,  and  trasfc 
we  may  have  your  further  favors  when  in  the  market. 

Yours  very  truly, 

GILMOUE  &  CO, 
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Witness. — Then  we  are  agents  for  the  Northumberland  paper  mills. 
(The  witness  read  the  second  letter  as  follows)  : — 

Cambellford,  Ontario,  14th  April,  1888. 
MEasHs.  Alex.  Wobkman  &  Co.,  Ottawa. 

Dear  Sihs, — In  reply  to  your  favor  of  the  13th  inst.,  you  are  not  obliged  to  bay 
Jrom  the  saturators,  but  you  can  buy  as  cheaply  through  them  as  you  can  from  us. 
Oar  best  price  is  $32,  plus  freight  from  Montreal  to  Ottawa  delivered.  Terms  3 
per  cent,  off,  30  days  for  either  laid  or  plain  in  car  load  lots. 

Yours  truly. 

THE  NORTHUMBERLAND  PAPER  CO. 
By  the  Chairman ; 
Q.  Is  that  lower  or  higher  then  you  bought  last  year?    A.  That  is  freight  paid; 
It  is  only  an  advance  of  5  cents.     Bat  the  people  in  Montreal  have  been  charging  us 
Sijgher  than  that.    That  this  $1  a  ton. 

Q.  It  was  $31  a  ton  delivered  in  Ottawa  before  that?     A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Weniworth)  : 
Q.  Do  they  charge  the  same  rtte  for  tar   and  plain  paper  ?     A.    Yes  ;  the  same 
price  per  pound. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q,  That  is  a  pretty  low  figure  is  it  not  for  plaia  paper,  $1.60  par  100  ?     A.   We 
tiave  bought  it  as  low  as  $1.50   delivered  in  Ottawa,  but  we  had  to  take  a  carload  to- 
get  it  at  that  price.    The  best  at  Montreal  to-day  is  $1.70; 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

'.J.  Where  do  you  live  ?    A.  Ottawa. 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation  ?     A.  Stove  and  hardware  merchant. 

Q.  Have  you  dealt  in  barbed  wire  too  ?     A .  Not  now. 

Q.  About  the  stove  business,  you  deal  in  all  kinds  of  stoves  ?     A.    Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  combination  among  the  manufacturers  ?  A.  They  say 
they  have  a  combination.     We  frequently  get  circulars  from  them. 

Q.  Prom  whom?  A.  Prom  a  certain  number  of  manufacturers  who  are  sup- 
posed to  be  in  the  combination. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  firms  who  are  outside  the   combination?    A,  Yes. 

Q.  Who  are  outside  ?  A.  Am  I  compelled  to  answer  that  question  ?  I  will  tell 
yon  why.  In  giving  evidence  like  this  sometimes  one  picks  up  an  odd  manufacturer 
and  he  does  not  want  to  tell  where  he  gets  a  little  bargain. 

Q.  Who  are  in  the  combination  first  ?  A.  As  near  as  I  can  see  Buck  of  Brant- 
lord,  Copp  of  Hamilton,  Burrow,  Stewart  &  Milno  of  Hamilton,  Gurney  of  Hamilton, 
Gurney  Toronto,  Chown  &  Cunningham  of  Xingston,  the  Smart  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, Brof  kville,  and  the  Toronto  Stove  Company.  Well  these  are  the  principal  ones. 
By  Mr   Boyle : 

<5.  Is  there  one  in  Hamilton  ?  A.  Yes;  the  Ontario  Manufacturing  Company. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Any  in  Montreal  ?    A.  None   that  I  know  of  in   Montreal ;  they  are  all  out. 

Q.  Are  there  pretty  large  manufacturers  of  stoves  in  Montreal  ?  A.  Yes  ;  but 
the  combination  seems  to  be  composed  of  a  class  of  people  who  make  a  superior  class 
of  stoves,  a  highly  finished  stove  with  nickel,  gilded  and  burnished  edges. 

Q.  Coal  stoves  or  coc  king  stoves  ?  A.  Both,  all  kinds  of  stoves ;  wood  and  coal 
Seating,  and  wood  ana  coal  cooking  stoves. 

Q.  Well,  have  the  prices  varied  much  in  recent  years?  A,  Yes ;  they  have 
advanced  considerably,  but  for  which  we  get  value  in  this  way  :  we  get  a  very  much 
superior  article  in  finish.  The  article  is  so  made  now  in  Canada  that  it  compares 
very  favorably  with  those  in  the  United  States.  That  is  all  the  superior  class  of 
33iakers. 
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By  Mr.  Bain  {WentwortK): 
Q.  Gould  jou  give  us  the  actual  figures  as  to  prices  ?   That  is  the  actual  prices  of 
the  stoves  as  furnished  to'dealers? 
By  the  Chairman: 
Q.  Have  yon  the  price  lists  of  stoves  ?     A.  I  could  not  tell  you  anything  about 
that.     Although  one   man   might  make  a  stove   and   another  man  might  make  one 
similar  to  that,  the   one   might  make  it  plain,  and  the  other  with  a  highly  finished 
electro  plating  and   nickel   plating,    which  would   make  a  difference  in  the  price  of 
stoves. 

Q,  Take  some  makers  of  the  same  stoves  for  instance  ?  A.  I  cannot  give  yoa 
that,  tor  the  stove  made  five  years  ago  is  not  the  stove  made  to-day.  Stoves  on  the 
market  last  year  may  be  withdrawn  this  year.  They  change  because  they  are  con- 
tinually making  important  alterations. 
By  Mr.  McKay  : 
Q.  Are  tot  some  of  the  makers  sellicg  cook  stoves  of  the  same  design  for  the 
last  twenty  years  ?  A.  No,  sir.  You  may  burn  them,  but  I  don't  think  you  bought 
them  recently. 

Q.  They  are  selling  stoves  that  were  designed  twenty  years  ago?  A.  Not  that 
I  am  aware  of. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  WenhoortK)  ; 
Q.  So  far  as  the   manufactured   product  is  concerned,  it  is  practically  the  same 
stove  ?     A.  Yes ;   but  you  must  remember  the  increase  of  the  moulderb'  wages. 

Q.  1  was  asking  you  for  some  general  price  list  of  stoves,  as  to  the  advance? 
A.  There  is  an  advance  undoubtedly,  but  I  am  trying  to  explain  to  you  that  that 
advance  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  they  have  improved  the  quality  of  the  stove. 

Q.  Could  you  kindly  treat  us  to  the  actual  figures  'I  A.  1  could  not,  sir.  If  I 
could,  I  would. 

By  Mr.  Fisher :  tt  •    j 

Q.  You  say  the  stoves  in  Canada  compare  equally  with  the  stoves  of  the  United 
States?     A.    Very  favorably  with  them. 
Q.  How  long  ?     A,  Six  years. 

Q.  To-day,  how  do  the  prices  of  stoves  in  Canada  compare  with  those  of  the 
United  States  ?  A.  They  are  cheaper  in  the  United  States  than  in  Canada,  slightly. 
Q.  Do  you  know  how  much  ?  A.  1  should  say  about  10  per  cent.  I  am  stating 
now  something  perhaps  of  which  I  know  nothing,  for  this  reason  :  I  have'nt  made 
enquiries  for  this  last  year,  bat  the  last  time  I  made  enquiries,  about  two  years  ago, 
it  was  about  10  per  cent. 

By  Mr.  McKay :  ... 

Q.  You  say  the  same  stove  is  sold  cheaper  in  the   United  States   than  it  is  m 

Canada  ?     A   Yes. 

Q.  Sure?  A.  Yes,  sir.    I  am  speaking  of  two  years  ago,  I  am  not  speaking  of 

to-day. 

By  Mr.  Fisher : 
Q.  That  is  the  last  occasion  on  which  you  enquired?     A.  Yes. 
Q.  Is  there  any  import  trade  in  stoves  at  all  ?     A.  From  the  United  States  / 
Q.  Yes  ?     A.  Not  that  I  know  of.  ,      ,        ,      .         o     a    w    «  ^ 

Q.  The  difficulties  in  the  trade  are  too  great   to  do  that   business  ?    A.  We  tinci. 

now  that  owing  to  the  excellence  of  the  stoves  manufactured  in  Canada,  that  there  is 

no  necessity  in  going  to  the  States. 

Q    Was  there  at  the  time  you  were  looking  into  these  prices  a  couple   of   years 

ago?    A.  No,  sir,  it  was  an  idea  I  had,  seeing  the  prejudices  of  Canadian  people  for 

American  stoves,  to  see  if  I  could  bring  these  stoves  into  Canada   to  sell  them   and. 

compete  with  Canadian  stoves.  .      „      .    t  j>  ^^i.  +  „-+u 

Q.  What  was  the  result  of  your  investigation  ?     A.  I  saw  of  course  that   with 

the  duty  I  would  be  a  long  way  behind.  .i-      o     *    v 

0  Thednty  was  heavy  enough  lo  keep  you  from  competing/  A.  Xes,  sir. 
They  are  a  little  ahead  of  us  with  their  patents,  but  our  people  are  keeping  fast  oe 
their  heels. 
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By  Mr.  Quillet : 

Q.  You  were  over  there  ?     A,  Yes . 

Q.  Did  yoa  ask  them  for  prices  for  the  Canadian  market  ?     A.  No,  sir.     I  did 
not  tell  them  whei-e  I  was  from. .  I  did  however  in  one  case,  bat  I  cannot  say  posi- 
tively that  they  made  any  special  figure  because  I  was  a  Canadian. 
By  Mr.  McKay : 

Q.  You  say  you  got  special  prices  from  the  Americans  knowing  that  you  were 
from  Canada  ?     A.    From  one  firm  only. 

Q.  Is  that  why   you  say  they  will  sell  them   cheaper  there?     A.  This  one  firm. 
offered  to  give  me  bettor  figares.     They   said,    "We  will  make  matters  right;   we 
will  give  you  an  extra  five  to  meet  your  figures." 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  The  10  per  cent,  was  exclusive  of  that?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  effect  do  you  think  the  combination  has  on  prices  here  ?  A.  The  effect 
is  very  little  if  yoa  take  into  consideration  the  value  of  the  stoves.  I  will  prove  it 
to  yoa  in  this  way  :  Firms  who  are  outside  of  the  combination  will  make  a  stove 
similar  to  one  that  is  made  by  those  in  the  comb'nation,  but  not  with  ground  edges 
and  not  so  well  fitted,  although  apparently  the  same  stove.  We  can  buy  this  for 
from  5  to  10  per  cent,  less,  but  we  do  not  get  as  good  nor  as  carefully  made  a  stove 
nor  as  well  finished  a  stove. 

Q.  Are  there  any  men  outside  of  the  combination  who  make  as  good  stoves? 
A,  No ;  not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  In  fact  the  combination  does  not  care  to  get  these  men  in,  because  the  superior 
quality  of  their  ware  prevents  competition  ?  A.  I  think  they  would  take  them  in  if 
they  would  go. 

Q.  Do  you  find  in  a  general  way  that  there  is  a  general  demand  for  these  extra 
finished  stoves?     A.  Yes;  it  is  almost  necessary  now. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  Even  if  you  sold  the  others  cheaper?  A,  Well,  you  mnst  let  me  explain 
this:  A  superior  class  of  stoves,  for  instance  hall  stoves,  heating  stoves  and  the 
better  class  of  cooking  stoves  are  madj  up  with  an  extra  finish  and  nickel  plating 
by  the  combination  only,  and  the  others  do  not  make  them.  They  may  make  some 
attempt  to  do  so,  but  it  is  a  very  small  affair. 
By  Mr.  Fisher : 

Q.  Is  that  because  they  cannot  do  it  ?  A.  No ;  I  think  they  do  not  care  to  go 
in  for  that  trade. 

By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  Do  those  in  the  combination  attempt   to  limit  you   in  the  sales  or  say  who 
you  shall  buy  from  ?    A.  No  ;  not  at  all. 
By  Mr .  Boyle  : 

Q.  The  fittings  in  the  openings  is  a  very  important  thing  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  not  so  good  in  the  manufactured  stoves  outside  of  the  combination? 
A.  No-  tbey  do  not  attempt  to  make  the  better  class  of  heating  stoves.  We  are 
restricted  in  no  way  about  our  sale,  and  as  for  prices,  comparison  cannot  well  be 
made,  as  my  friend  4Ir.  Gi-aves  will  be  the  sole  agent  for  a  certain  stove,  Mr.  Work- 
man for  another,  I  for  another,  and  they  will  be  sold  by  no  one  else  in  the  city. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  ■ 

Q.  In  that  a  rule  of  the  combination  ?     A.  No. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  AH  dealers  may  buy  from  the  combination  ?  A.  Yes  ;  that  is  not  by  the 
combination  but  by  each  individual  house.  For  instance,  Mr.  Graves  would  want  a 
piece  of  casting  from  William  Buck,  for  whom  I  am  sole  agent  in  Ottawa ;  he  cannot 
get  it  except  through  me.  I  want  a  piece  of  casting  for  a  stove  for  which  he  is 
agent ;  I  cannot  get  it  except  through  him. 

Q.  You  make  a  private  arrangement ;  manufacturers  are  selling  at  prices  agreed 
on  between  themselves?     A.  Yes;  I  presume  so. 
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Q.  You  say  you  have  made  an  arrangement  with  a  man  who  is  a  member  of  the 
combination  whose  name  you  do  not  wish  to  disclose  ?     A.  No. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  there  were  men  outside  of  the  combination  and 
that  you  had  a  similar  arrangement  with  them?    A.  Yes  ;    in  some  cases,  but  not  as 
a  rale. 

Q.  It  is  only  the  men  in  the  combination  who  make   this   rule?     A.  It  is  not  a 
rule.     It  seems  to  be  an  accepted   thing  that  a  man  who  takes  a  stove  has  the  exclu- 
sive agency.     I  boy  for  instance  a  couple  of  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  one  kind  of 
stoves  and  I  expect  to  have  that  alone. 
By  Mr.  Bain  {Wentworth)  : 
Q.  That  is  between  you  and  the  individual  maker  ?     A.  Yes. 
Q.  He  considers  it  desirable  to  have  one  agent  and  give  him  the  exclusive  right 
to  handle  his  goods  in  that  place  ?     A.  That  is  right. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  I  suppose  under  these  circumstances  you  have  some  sort  of  arrangement  as 
to  prices  at  which  you  sell  these  stoves?     A.  No,  sir;   sell  them  for  little  or  much. 
By  Mr.  McKay  ; 
Q.   On  any  terms  or  at  any  prices  you  wish  ?     A.  Yes. 
Q.  No  restriction  ?     A.  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q,  You  do  not  know  anything  of  any  arrangement  that  the  stove  manufacturers 
have  made  among  themselves  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  You  know  there  is  a  combination  among  them  ?    A.  Yes. 


F.  T.  Graves,  sworn. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Give  your  name,  occupation  and  address?  A.  F.  T.  Graves,  Ottawa,  of 
Graves  Bros.,  stoves  and  hardware. 

Q.  You  have  heard  Mr.  Esmonde's  evidence  ?     A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  there  anything  that  you  can  add  further  in  regard  to  the  way  retail 
dealers  are  selling  stoves  ?     A.  He  has  got  it  down  about  as  fine  as  you  could  get  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  combination  among  the  manufacturers  of  stoves  ?  A. 
Yes,  sir ;  there  is  supposed'  to  be  one.  They  give  notices  and  there  is  supposed  to 
be  a  combination. 

Q.  What  foundation  have  you  for  thinking  that  there  is  ?  A.  Nothing  more 
than  the  circulars  received  ? 

Q,  You  get  the  same  prices  from  all  ?    A.  Yes  ;  we  get  notices  from  all. 

Q.  Do  they  generally  rule  up  or  down  ?     A.  Up. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  There  is  nothing  in  these  circulars  to  show  that  there  is  a  combination  ? 
A.  Nothing  except  what  they  say. 

Q.  They  are  not  issued  by  the  secretary  of  the  combination  ?  A.  They  used  to 
be  a  year  or  two  ago,  but  the  last  year  or  two  each  manufacturer  sends  out  his  own 

notice.  •      o     «     t 

Q.  Is  there  anything  in  that  to  indicate  that  there  is   a   combination  (     A.  it 

generally  heads  off  with  the  statement  that  the  general  committee  of  manufacturers 

has  decided  to  raise  the  price  of  stoves  to  a  certain  figure. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  We  have  here  three  or  four  post  cards  which  were  addressed  to  a  man  on  the 

same  date,  and  asking  the  same  thing  ?   A.  That  is  the  way  we  usually  receive  them . 
By  Mr.  Fisher : 
Q.  Do  you  deal  chiefly  in  the  stoves  made  by  this  association  ;    that   is   of  the 

same  quality  as  the  last  witness  spoke  of?     A.   Yes,  principally . 
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Q.  Do  yon  find  those  outside  of  the  combination  different  in  quality  from  those 
inside  ?  A.  Yes  ;  they  are  not  so  well  finished.  They  may  be  equally  as  good  in 
wearing  and  working,  but  they  are  not  so  well  finished.  In  the  line  of  cooking 
stoves  and  in  the  line  of  heating  stoves  they  do  not  make  them  so  good. 

Q.  Do  you  buy  them  cheaper  than  in  the  combination  ?  A.  Some  of  them  are 
from  5  to  10  per  cent. 

Q.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  trade  would  you  say  there  is  that  much  differ- 
ence in  the  quality  of  the  stoves  ?     A.  I  would,  sir;  yes.   We  don't  sell  but  very  few 
of  them.     There  is  not  much  demand  tor  them. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  ; 
Q.  There  is  not  so  much  demand,  so  you  don't  keep  them  ?     A.  We  keep  them. 
We  put  the  two  stoves  side  by  side  and  make  a  difference  of  8  or  10  per  cent.    They 
will  pay  the  difference  and  take  the  dearer  stove.  They  see  it  at  once  to  be  unfinished. 
By  Mr.  Fisher : 
Q.  I  suppose  you  make  a  little  more  profit   on  the  higher  priced  stove  than  on 
the  lower  one  ?     A.  It  is  supposed  we  will  make  a  little   more    profit  than   on  the 
other.    The  profits  on  stoves  are  very  small  either  way. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  Have  the  prices  gone  up  much  this  last  year?     A.  1886   was   5   per  cent., 
1887  was  8  per  cent,  in  advance  of  the  previous  year. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 
Q.  Is  iheie  any  reason  given  for  this  advance?     A.  It  is  supposed  to   be  the 
increase  of  labor  and  iron,  and  so  on.     They  have  a  great  deal  of  diflfioulty  with  the 
moulders.     The  moulders  make  very  large  wages,  working  about  three  days   in  the 
week  and  drinking  the  balance. 
By  Mr.  McKay  : 
Q.  Do  you  actually  know  of  any  advance  given  to  moulders  over  the  pay  given 
this  last  year  ?     A.  Only  what  we  hear.     We  hear  we  have  to  pay  them  more  wages. 
Q.  Did  you  hear  the  amount?     A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  McDougall : 
Q.  What  is  the  increase  in  price  this  last  year?     A.  5  per  cent. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  Do  yoQ  remember  between    1887  and  1886  ?    A.  I  don't.     I  would  not  bo 
positive,  but  it  strikes  me  they  charge  13  per  cent.,  12  or  13  per  cent.  more. 
By  the  Ghairman  : 
Q.  When  did   this   advance   of  8   per  cent,  take  place?     A.  Somewhere  about 
March,  last  year. 

Q.  That  is  March,  1887  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  last  month  ?     A.  The  advance  was  5  per  cent. 

Q.  March  is  about  the  time  they  usually  send  out  these  circulars?     A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  There  is  a  restriction  on  the  prices  you  sell  at  ?     A.  We  can  give  them  away 
if  we  like  as  long  as  we  buy  them  and  pay  for  them. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 
Q.  Have  you  any  practical  knowledge  of  the   manufacture  of  stoves?     A.  No. 
Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  say  whether  the  manufacturers  are  justified  in  exacting 
these  advances  from  yon  or  not?    A.  Well,  that  is  hard  to  say.     We  accused  them 
that  they  have  eo  right  to  do  so.     Of  course  we  are  not  practical,  wo  don't  know 
anything  about  it.     We  hear  their  travellers  say  that  they  should  not  raise  them,    I 
hear  a  traveller  say  that  they  should  not  raise  them. 
By  Mr.  Fisher : 
Q.  Has  there  been  a  corresponding  rise  in  the  price  of  stoves  not  in  the  associa- 
tion ?   A.  Yes,  of  course,  they  follow  up  the  combination  and  just  keep  a  little  below 
to  try  and  run  their  stoves  in. 

Q,  They  also  have  raised  their  prices  ?     A.  Yes. 

By  Mr,  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  How   long  is   it  since   they   gave   you  a  circular  putting  down  the  prices, 
lowering  them  ?    A.  I  could  not  answer  that.    It  always  seems  to  be  going  up. 


STOVES.  261 


Q.  You  cannot  remember  a  time  when  stoves  got  cheaper  ?  A.  No ;  I  could  not. 
I  suppose  it  was  nine  or  ten  years  ago. 
By  Mr.  McKay : 

Q.  They  got  cheaper  about  nine  years  ago,  did  thev  ?    A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q    The  quality  has  been  improving  every  year  ?     A.   Yes. 

Mr.  Bain — They  have  been  going  up  a  little  everv  vear. 
By  Mr.  Guillet: 

Q.  They  are  more  durable  ?     A.I  could  not  say  that  they  are  more  durable. 

Q.  Don't  hotter  castings  last  longer?  A.  I  don't  think  it.  They  are  nice 
looking.  ^ 

By  Mr.  Fisher  ; 

Q.  This  higher  finish  that  you  speak  of  is  really  no  better  ?  A.  No  ;  it  is  only 
looks. 

By  21r.  McKay  ; 

Q.  Are  the  stoves  hot  much  more  highly  mounted  than  the  ones  before  188S, 
1887,  1888?     A.   Oh,  yes;  very  much  more. 

Q.  Is  that  not  where  the  increased  price  comes  in  ?     A.   Yes. 

Q    If  the  people  wish  to  pay  for  them  they  are  at  liberty  to  do  it?    A.  Yesj 
but  they  are  no  better  to  wear. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  These  nickel  plated  and  finer  finished  stoves  are  lighter  and  less  likely  toi 
Tvear  then  other  stoves  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  the  advance  in  the  price  is  not  jastified  by  this  finish.  Eeally  the 
stove  is  not  mu'iih  more  expensive  to  make  than  it  was  before  all  that  ornament  was 
put  on  it  ?  A.  Well,  of  course,  there  is  the  d  fferenoe  in  the  weight  of  the  iron 
The  difference  of  25  or  50  pound,  at  one-balf  cent  a  pound,  don't  amount  to  much. 

Q.  Still  they  cut  them  down  as  much  as  possible?  A.  Yes;  especially  with  this 
combination.  They  will  have  to  run  their  patterns  or  castings  to  get  them  down  in 
some  way  as  light  as  possible,  as  the  association  binds  them  to  a  certain  price.  They 
want  to  get  the  weight  of  stoves  down. 

Q.  Uo  you  sell  by  the  pound  or  the  stove  ?  A.  By  the  stove.  Of  course  their 
great  cry  is  the  increased  price  paid  to  moulders.  You  take  these  manufacturers 
and  the  great  difliculty  is  the  one  thing  that  Mr.  Bsmonde  has  spoken  of  that  they 
change  their  stoves  so  often.  'Ihey  will  only  run  a  base  burner,  which  has  an 
average  life  of  about  two  years,  and  every  pattern  cost  from  1 1,000  to  $1,500. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  You  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the   average  life  of  a  base  burner  is  that  ?     A. 
Only  in  style.    That  is  the  way  they  spend  so  much  money. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  Still  the  general  lines  of  stoves  have  not  advanced  in  price  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  was  it  before  1  b86  ?     A.    Well,   I  cannot  go  any  further.    It  seems  to 
me  that  in  1883,  1884  and   1885  they   were  about  the  same.     It  seems  to  me  that 
there  was  not  much  change.     The  first  big  jump  I  can  recollect  was  this  13  per  cent. 
By  Mr.  McKay  : 

Q.  Was  not  that  the  time  the  Art  Garland  came  out  ?     A.  I  think  that  the  Art 
Garland  has  been  out  about  three  years.     That  really  had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
By  Mr.  Macdougall  {Pictoii)  : 

Q.  What  is  the  average  weight  of  a  base  burner  ?   A.  275  to  300  pounds. 

Q.  What  does  that  sell  for  ?   A.  $35. 

Q.  Eetail  ?     A,   Yes. 

Q.  What  is  the  wholesale  price  ?     A.  Somewhere  about  $30. 

Q.  What  proportion  of  that  would  the  iron  cost  ?  A.  You  know  what  pig  iron 
is  worth. 

By  Mr.  Bain  {Wentworth)  : 

Q.  You  do  not  handle  pig  iron  ?  A.  No,  sir.  You  see  the  moulders  make  in 
the  neighborhood  of  $30  a  week.  I  know  as  far  as  dealers  are  concerned  that, 
there  is  very  little  money  in  the  stove  business. 
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By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  Do  you  deal  in  barbed  wire  ?     A,  Very  little.     We  have  gone  out  of  it, 

Q.  Where  did  you  buy  ?  A.  Iq  Montreal.  I  heard  Mr.  Workman  speaking 
<of  buying  ;  we  were  in  the  same  fix  as  he  was  in  regard  to  the  duty. 

Q.  Bid  you  find  the  same  difficulty  with  reference  to  infringement  of  the  patent  ? 
A.  Yes ;  we  were  also  served  with  a  notice. 

Q.  On  whose  part  was  that  notice  served  ?    A.  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  Was  it  the  manufacturers  of  Canada?  A,  It  was  the  manufacturers  of 
Canada.  I  think  it  came  originally  from  the  Dominion  Barbed  Wire^Company. 
'Si3me  lawyers  in  London  I  thick  wrote  us.     It  was  through  them  at  all  events. 

Q.  Does  the  Canadian  Barbed  Wire  Company  manufacture  under  the  same 
patent  ?    A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  of  any  other  manufacturers  only  these  three  ?    A,  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  that  have  been  closed  ?  A.  I  do  not  know  of  any  and 
I  do  not  think  there  is. 

By  Mr.  Bain  {WentwortK) : 

Q.  The  trouble  that  stopped  you  buying  was  the  increased  tariff  that  the  Cus- 
toms put  on  you  and  this  objection  raised  by  the  Canadian  manufacturers  ?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  American  men  would  still  have  sold  you  ?  A.  I  do  not  think  they 
"would  DOW.    They  would  not  sell  if  they  knew  it  is  to  come  into  here. 

Q.  Practically  the  Canadian  men  have  a  monopoly  ?    A.  Yes. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  They  have  the  monopoly  through  the  purchase  of  the  patent  ?  A.  Yes ; 
i.hey  pay  a  royalty. 

By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  Do  you  deal  in  cordage  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  In  binder  twine  ?    A.  No ;  we  do  not  handle  that. 

Q.  Where  do  you  get  your  cordage  ?     A.  Principally  from  Montreal. 

Q  Are  you  aware  of  any  combination  ?  A.  There  is  supposed  to  be.  Of  course 
■we  do  not  know,  but  we  know  it  has  taken  a  tremendous  jump. 

Q,  Since  when  ?     A.  Along  last  fall. 

Q.  Before  that  did  yon  find  any  change  in  regard  to  the  price  list  ?  A.  We 
.found  they  stuck  closely  to  the  same  thing. 

Q,  There  seemed  to  be  no  difference  between  them  before  and  after.  They 
seemed  to  have  had  an  arrangement  amongst  themselves  to  make  that  jump  ?  A.  Yes, 

Q,  Have  yon  reason  to  believe  that  beyond  your  suspicion?  A.  Nothing  more 
than  to  hear  people  talk,  saying  that  there  was  a  combination.  The  only  evidence 
was  the  jump. 

By  Mr.  Oillmor : 

Q.  Two  or  three  cents  per  pound  ?  A,  Yes  ;  three  cents  and  three  and  a  half 
(cents. 

Q.  A  sudden  rise?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  was  in  the  fall  of  1887  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  What  was  the  reason  given?    A.  No  reasons  were  given  that  I  remember  of. 

Q.  Had  prices  been  pretty  uniform  before  that?  A.  Yes;  they  had  been  running 
Along  for  two  years  at  the  same  price. 

Q.  Are  you  aware  that  there  has  been  a  break  in  the  combination?  A.  I  do 
mot  think  there  has. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  Were  there  any  circulars  sent  to  you  intimating  that  there  was  a  rise  in  raw 
material  and  that  prices  were  likely  to  go  up  ?  A.  No,  sir,  we  did  not  get  any 
Jiouce  of  this  ihiDg.     They  generally  spriLg  them  on  us. 

Q.   What  kind  do  you  handle?     A.  Twine. 

Q.  Could  you  import?  A.  Yes,  we  could,  but  we  supposed  we  were  gettin<r  it 
.cheaper.     We  supposed  we  were  buying  mattress  twine  for  25  per  cent,  less,       ° 

Q.  Where  do  yoa  get  that?     A.  It  is  manufactured  in  Campbellford 
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Q.  The  imported  article  was  poor?     A.  Yes;   that  made  the  diflference  in  the 
price  and  we  did  not  buy  any  more.     It  is  not  fit  for  mattress  twine. 
By  Mr.  Quillet : 
Q.  The  kind,  you  say,  was  inferior ;  where  did  you  buy  that  ?    A.  Imported    it 
through  a  Toronto  house.     It  was  manufactured  in  England.    Here  is  something  on 
binder  twine  which  will  prove  a  conabioation,  you  were  asking  about  it.  Itisa  circular. 
We  get  a  lot  of  these   things  and  put  them  in  the   waste   paper  basket.     We  know 
that  prices  have  gone  up,  aud  we  j)ut  them  down  in  the  price  book  and  that  ends  it. 
(Witness  here  hands  in  a   letter   iromA.  W.  Morris  &  Bros.,   of  Montreal,    ad- 
dressed to  Mr.  Workman,  a  previous  witness.)  (Exhibit  39.) 
By  Mr.  Fisher : 
Q.  You  charge  according  to  what  you  have  to  pay?     A.  Yes  ;  but  that  does  not 
make  any  difference.     If  we  get  up  and  kick  they  do  not  pay  any  attention  to  it. 
(The  Chairman  here  read  the  letter  handed  in  by  the  witness.)  (Exhibit  39.) 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Weniworth)  ■• 
Q.  When  do  you  get  your  stocks  of  cordage  principally  ?    A.   Fall  and  spring. 
Q.  Do  you  handle  pressed  tinware  ?     A.    Yes. 
Q.  Along  with  stoves  ?     A..  Yes. 

Q.  How  are  they  handled  ?  A.  There  is  a  combination  in  pressed  tinware.  We 
received  notice  a  few  days  ago  that  they  had  advanced  considerably. 

Q.  Where  have  they  got  their  headquarters  ?  A.  Davis  of  Montreal  and 
Macdonald,  Kemp  and  Company  of  Toronto,  and  the  McCleary  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany of  London.    Their  names  are  all  on  the  one  circular. 

Q.  What  is  the  nature  of  their  arrangement?     A.  The  nature  of  it  is  that  there 
is  quite  a  big  jump  of  about  25  per  cent. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  Was  there  a  reason   why  it  should  go  up  on  account  of  the  advance  in  ma- 
terial?   A.   les;  the  advance  on  tin,  they  claim. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  What  is  the  actual  advance  on  tin  ?     A.    On  sheet  tin   I  cannot  say  exactly, 
but  the  block  tin  that  4  months  ago  we  would  buy  for   21  cents  a  pound  is  worth  to- 
day 40  cents. 

By  Mr.  McKay  : 
Q.  That  is  nearly  100  per  cent.  ?     A.   That  is  done  by  a  combination. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Does  that  extend  to  your  business  ?     A.  Yes. 
Q.  Four  months  ago  you  could  buy  it  for  21  cents  and  to-day  it  is  40  ?     A.  Yes, 

By  Mr.  Fisher : 
Q.  That  combination  extends  to  the  mines  or  where  is  it  ?    A.  I  do  not  know 
about  the  mines ;  but  I  know  it  is  with  the  dealers— the  people  we  have  to  buy  it  from. 
Q.  In  England  and  the  United  States  ?  A.  Yes  and  France.  I  believe  a  French 
syndicate  controls  the  copper  and  tin  principally. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (Wentworth)  ; 
Q.  About  what  has  been  the  advance  on  copper,  while  we  are  speaking  of  these 
things  ?    A.   Copper  has  advanced  from  about  21  cents  to  29  cents. 

Q.  They  have  not  done  as  well  on  that  as  tin  ?    A.  That  is  my  experience. 
Q.  The  organization  is  only  recent  in  this  tinware?     A.  I  have  understood  that 
there  has  been  a  combination  but  the  price  of  tinware  has  been  ridiculously  low.     If 
a  man  bought  $100  worth  it  would  fill  up  his  whole  place. 

By  the  Chairman  :  x,  ^  t  j 

Q.  Below  the  cost  of  production  ?     A.I  cannot  say  below   the  cost,  but  i  do 
not  think  they  made  much. 

Q.  Do  you  think  there  was  a  fair  profit  ?     A.  I  do  not  think  so. 

By  Mr.  McKay :  ,  ,        ^    ,      j         ^ 

Q.  One  manufacturer  in  Hamilton  went  out  of  it,  and   another   broke   down  i 
A.  J.  M.  Williams  went  out  of  it  and  the  other  broke  down. 
The  Committee  then  adjourned. 
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House  of  Commons,  Ottawa,  18th  April,  1888. 
The  Committee  on  alleged  Trade  Combinations  met  this  morning,  Mr.  Wallace, 
M.P.,  in  the  chair. 

H.  R.  Ives,  manufacturer,  Montreal,  sworn. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  do  yoQ  manufacture,  Mr.  Ives  ?  A.I  manufacture  stoves,  hardware 
and  miscellaneous  small  wares. 

Q.  Have  you  any  combination  with  other  manufacturers  in  stoves  ?  A.  No ;  I 
have  not. 

Q.  Have  you  any  business  arrangement?    A.  None  whatever  at  present. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  any  such  arrangement  being  in  existence  ?    A.  I  do. 

Q.  Were  you  not  in  it  ?     A.  No ;  I  have  not  been  in  it. 

Q.  At  any  time  ?     A.  No;  not  at  any  time. 

Q.  Have  you  been  asked  to  join  it?     A.  I  have. 

Q.  And  what  were  your  objections  ?  A.  I  had  no  particular  objection  except 
personal  objections.  There  is  a  difficulty  in  carrying  it  out  effectually  in  our  part 
of  the  country  for  one  reason  and  another.  It  would  have  been  in  the  small  line  that 
I  manufacture  in  comparison  with  some  of  the  larger  ones.  It  would  not  perhaps  be 
to  my  advantage. 

Q.  Are  you  in  any  combination  in  any  other  manufacture  ?  A.  Tes.  I  might 
say  with  reference  to  the  stove  combination,  that  I  think  it  has  proved  a  groat 
benefit  to  the  trade  and  the  quality  of  goods  has  been  improved.  I  think,  so  far  as 
I  know  of  it,  that  it  has  been  favorable  to  the  interest  of  the  trade  generally. 

Q.  How  about  the  prices?  Do  you  know  the  prices  which  the  combination 
charge  ?     A.  I  do  not  know  precisely  but  I  think  they  are  very  fair  prices. 

Q.  Giving  a  good  profit  ?  A.  The  profit  is  a  relative  expression.  It  depends 
so  much  upon  the  expenses.  It  is  very  difficult  for  a  manufacturer  to  determine 
what  his  profit  is ;  sometimes  it  is  only  possible  to  get  it  after  a  term  of  years.  The 
wear  and  tear  of  plant,  new  machinery,  &c.,  all  enter  into  the  cost  of  the  manu- 
facture. 

Q.  Are  your  prices  regulated  the  same  as  the  combination  ?  A.  Very  nearly. 
We  are  influenced  more  or  lees  by  competition  with  others. 

Q.  What  other  competition  is  there  besides  your  combination?  A.  There  are 
a  very  large  number  of  small  makers  who  are  not  in  the  combination. 

Q.  There  is  a  large  number  not  in  the  combination  ?  A.  Yes ;  a  very  large 
number. 

Q.  Where  are  Ihey  ?     A.  All  over  the  country. 

Q.   Are  there  any  in  Montreal  ?    A.  Yes;  quite  a  large  number. 

Q.  Who  are  they?  A.  I  could  hardly  give  the  names.  There  is  a  large  list 
of  small  manufacturers. 

Q  But  are  these  stove  manufacturers ?  A.  Yes;  almost  every  small  town  has 
a  stove  foundry. 

Q.  So  far  as  yon  know,  the  prices  of  all  those  firms  are  kept  pretty  well  up  to 
the  prices  of  the  combination  or  association  ?     A.  I  think  they  do  very  fairly. 

Q.  You  think  the  association  benefits  you  in  keeping  up  the  prices  ?  A.  I  think 
it  does  in  a  measure.  I  think  that  owing  to  some  regulation  which  they  have  with 
each  other  by  which  they  avoid,  as  far  as  possible,  taking  each  other's  patterns  and 
endeavoring  in  fair  competition  to  get  up  superior  goods,  it  has  a  beneficial  effect. 
I  think  that  is  the  tendency  of  their  combination.  As  the  prices  are  equalized  each 
one  endeavors  to  excel  in  quality.  Therefore,  I  think  it  is  beneficial  to  the  trade 
generally. 

Q.  How  is  this  arrangement  made  about  prices  ?  Do  they  regulate  the  prices 
with  different  men  making  a  somewhat  different  article  ?  A.  They  have  an  experi- 
enced adjuster  who  weighs  and  takes  into  account  all  the  costs  of  each  stove,  and 
then  the  price  is  fixed  for  it  according  to  its  relative  value. 

Q,  The  adjuster  fixes  the  prices  of  all  the  stoves  ?    A,  Yes. 
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Q.  And  his  decision  is  final  is  it  ?    A,  Yes  ;  I  think  it  is.    That  is  only  what  I 
have  been  told  as  I  have  not  been  in  it.     As  it  has  been  explained  to  me  it  works 
very   harmoniously  in  that  way.     The  subject  has  been  advanced  to   me  when 
asked  to  join  ;  these  are  the  arguments  in  favor  of  it, 
Q.  When  were  you  asked  to  join?     A.  Recently. 
Q.  And  previous  to  that  ?    A.  Oh,  occasionally. 

Q.  Are  you  in  any  other  association,  any  manufacturers'  association  or  dealers' 
association?  A.  Not  in  any  association.  We  have  private  arrangements  with 
others  with  regard  to  prices. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  WeniwortK) : 
Q.  How  do  your  prices  this  year   compare  with  last  ?    Are  they  the  same  for 
the  same  class  ot   goods  or  is  there   any  advance?    A.  Well,  we   have  made  no  ad- 
vance at  present.     The  prices  are  just  about  the  same. 

Q.  Tour  prices  are  just  the  same  now  as  they  were  a  year  ago  ?    A.  Yes. 
Q.  When  was  your  last  change  on  your  current  prices  ?    A.  I  do  not  remem- 
ber.    It  may  have  been  a  year  or  more  ago  possibly  bat  I  do  not  remember.     There 
has  been  no  decided  advance. 

Q,  But  a  year  ago  you  made  an  advance  ?  A.  I  do  not  think  there  was  a 
general  advance. 

Q.  But  you  made  an  advance  on  some  lines  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  About  how  much  per  cent.?  A.  About  5  per  cent.  The  prices  are  regulated 
upon  different  articles  at  different  times  according  to  circumstances.  There  was  no 
advatce  upon  the  whole. 

Q.  I  am  speaking  of  your  current  staple  stoves  ?  A.  Well,  it  is  a  large  item, 
but  there  has  been  no  general  advance. 

Q.  But  you  made  an  advance  in  some  lines  of  about  5  per  cent,  a  year  ago  ?  A. 
Yes. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Have  you  decreased  the  price  in  any  item  ?     A.  Yes ;  some  were  higher  and 
some  were  lower. 

Q.  So  that  the  average  would   be  about  the  same  ?    A.  Yes  I  think  the  average 
would  be  about  the  same,  so  far  as  my  business  was  concerned. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  Have  you  had  any  advance  within  the  last  two  or  three  years  or  so  ?    A. 
Well,  styles   and   patterns  change   so  much  it  is  almost  impossible  to  say   that.     I 
should  say  there  had  not  been. 

Q.  You  have  had  no  general  advance?     A.  No  ;   I  should  say  not. 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  You  did  not  join  the  combination  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  No  combination  or  association?     A.  No  association,  further  than  that  there 
is  an  arrangement   between  the  James  Smardon   Manufacturing  Company  and  my- 
self.    We  have  an  agreement  with  regard  to  the  prices  of  hardware. 
Q.  In  what  article  ?    A.  Miscellaneous  hardware, 
Q.  Articles  that  you  both  manufacture  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  does  that  arrangement  work?  Does  it  work  satisfactorily  ?  A.  Yes  ; 
very  satisfactorily. 

Q.  Have  you  a  written  agreement  ?  A.  Yes ;  there  is  an  agreement.  It  is  more 
of  a  friendly  nature.  There  are  two  of  us — I  think  there  are  only  two  in  it— and  we 
meet  from  time  to  time  and  fix  the  prices  as  they  need  to  be.  Sometimes  they  are 
reduced,  and  sometimes  advanced,  according  to  circumstances. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  Are  yon  interested  in  the  barbed  wire  business,  Mr.  Ives?  A.  I  am  president 
and  manager  of  the  Canada  Wire  Company. 

Q.  How  is  it  with  respect  to  that   business  ?    A.  That  is  managed  under  tha 
auspices  of  the  Washburn  &  Moen  Manufacturing  Company  of  Worcester,  Mass. 
Q.  They  are  an  American  concern  ?     A.  Yes. 
Q.  You  manufactured  ?     A.  By  paying  a  royalty. 
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Q.  Under  their  patent  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  gives  you  the  exclusive  right  in  Canada?  A.  Weil  there  are  three 
concerns, 

Q.  Then  the  three  of  you  have  the  exclusive  right  to  manufacture  that  particular 
style  of  wire  in  Canada  under  the  royalty  ?    A.  Yes. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  "What  royalty  is  there  ?  A.  I  would  like  to  state  everything  that  is  proper 
under  the  circumstances,  but  am  I  obliged  to  say  anything  with  regard  to  private 
business  in  that  way  ?  I  do  not  see  that  it  affects  the  public  generally,  1  do  not 
object  if  there  is  any  necessity  for  it. 

Q.  Is  there  any  object  for  refusing  ?     A.  No. 

Q,  We  have  quotations  here  of  American  barbed  wire  a  good  deal  lower  than 
yours.  We  want  to  account  for  the  difference  in  price,  but  we  have  no  desire  to  pry 
into  your  private  business?  A,  I  am  willing  to  state  what  it  is  but  it  would  be 
embarrassing  me. 

Q.  We  do  not  want  to  embarrass  you  ?  A.  We  pay  15  cents  per  100  pounds 
royalty,  which  is  more  than  they  pay  in  the  States  at  present. 

Q.  What  is  the  extent  of  the  manufacture,  or  to  what  extent  do  you  manufacture 
barbed  wire?  A.  Several  hundred  tons  a  year,  possibly  600  or  700,  I  think  in  that 
neighborhood . 

Q.  And  do  you  know  the  amount  that  the  other  two  firms  manufacture  7  A. 
One  does  more  and  the  other  about  the  same. 

Q.  How  much  more?    A.  Oh,  I  think  they  do  nearly  double. 

Q.  About  double  ?    A.  Yes  ;    about  double. 

Q.  Do  they  import  any  barbed  wire  ?     A.  There  is  very  little  imported. 

Q.  Is  that  the  total  consumption  ?     A.  Yes  ;  about  that. 

Q.  2,800  tons  ?  A.  Yes ;  I  think  that  is  the  maximum.  I  think  as  near  as  I  c&a 
remember  that  it  is  somewhere  between  2,000  and  3,000  tons. 

Q.  What  are  your  prices  for  it,  the  prices  for  the  best  that  you  make  ?  A.  Our 
prices  are  varied  according  to  the  dealers.  For  instance,  we  give  railways,  who  are 
large  consumers,  a  5h  cent  rate,  the  wholesale  men  5f ,  and  the  retailers  6  cents.  Of 
course  there  is  a  discount  for  cash,  and  we  deliver  the  goods  in  all  parts  of  the 
Dominion. 

Q.  In  all  parts  of  the  Dominion  ?     A.  Yes,     For  the  North- West  the  prices  are 
lower  to  compensate  in  some  manner  for  the  freight. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wenhwrth)  : 
Q,  You  deliver  at  lower  rates  in  the  North- West  ?    A.  Well,  we  sell  at  a  lower 
rate  here. 

Q.  You  do  not  deliver  in  the  North- West  ?  A.  No  :  we  do  not  deliver  in  the 
North-West. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Is  there  any  of  the  buckthorn  wire  made  in  this  country  ?     A.  Yes ;  there  is 
a  little.    I  think  it  has  not  given  general  satisfaction.     I  think  the  sale  has  fallen  otf, 
Q.  What  about  the  price  of  it  ?    A.I  think  it  is  a  little  less.     We  have  sold  the 
buckthorn. 

By  Mr.  Guillet : 
Q.  Do  yon  make  it  ?   A.  We  did  not  make  it.   We  bought  it  from  the  importers. 

By  Mr.  Bain  {Wentworth)  : 
Q.  It  is  of  German  make,  mostly,  is  it  not  ?     A.  Yes,  mostly  ;  and  latterly  we 
found  that  it  did  not  give  satisfaction.     The  sale  has  fallen  off. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  What  is  the  defect  in  it  ?    A.  I  thirk  that  it  does  not  stand  the  effect  of  frost 
or  snow,  but  really  I  do  not  know   precisely.     I  would   not   like   to  say   anything 
against  it,  but  I  think  the  sale  has  fallen  off.     I  know  we  have  not  baen  able  to  sell  it. 
Q.  How  long  have  you  been  manufacturing    barbed  wire  ?     A.  5  years  I  think. 
Q.  What  was  the  price  5  years  ago  ?     A.    Well,  I  think  the  price  when  we  first 
commenced  was  about  8  cents  per  pound. 
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Q.  Eight  cents  per  pound  ?     A.  Yes. 

^y  Mr  Bain  (  WentwortK)  : 
Q.  That  would  be  about  1883?    A.  Yes  ;  somewhere  about  then. 

By  the  Chairman  ; 
Q .  And  the  prices  have  been  gradually  going  down  since  then  ?    A.  Yes. 
y.  And  now  they  are  at  the  figures  you  state  ?    A.  Yes. 
Q.  Have  you  raised  the  prices  this  year  over  last  year?    A.  No. 
Q.  You  have  not  raised  the  prices?     A.  There  has   been  no  advance  in  prices. 
(4.  ihe  prices  remain  about  the  same  ?     A.  Yes,  about  the   same.    There  have 
been  some  trifling  variation  in  terms  and  discount. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  What  is  your  current  discount  for  cash  ?    A.   2  and  3  per  cent. 
Q.  Is  there  any  imported  barbed  wire  at  all  ?     A.  I  think   they  import  a  little 
on  the  borders. 

Q.  Well,  have  they  the  privilege  of  doing  that?  Does  it  not  interfere?  A. 
Yes ;  but  there  is  not  sufficient  to  make  any  trouble. 

Q.  But  if  it  was  becoming  extended  it  would  interfere  with  your  business  ?  A. 
Oh,  yes,  it  would  I  suppose. 

Q.  You  have  objected  occasionally,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  when  Canadian  manu- 
facturers were  importing,  have  you  not?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  you  knew  of  it  yoa  interfered  ?  A.  Yes ;  it  is  contrary  to  our  aoree- 
ment  with  the  patentee.  ° 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  you  are  supposed  to  furnish  the  whole  of  the  barbed  wire,, 
under  the  royalty  you  pay  this  Arm,  for  the  Dominion  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Is  there  any  arrangement  with  you,  by  which  they  refuse  to  sell  to  Canadian 
delivery,  or  do  they  leave  you  to  protect  yourself  here  ?  A.  They  would  leave  us 
to  protect  ourselves  here. 

Q.  Then  your  only  mode  of  protection  is  by  bringing  up  the  parties  here.  Yoa 
cannot  appeal  to  the  American  manufacturers  ?    A.  No  ;  not  very  well. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  do  they  combine  with  those  selling  their  patent  in 
Oanaaa?  A.  No ;  not  that  I  am  aware  of .  I  think  there  was  some  understanding 
about  it  in  some  way,  but  it  would  not  be  possible  to  do  it,  there  are  so  many  manu- 
facturers here. 

Q.  Then  I  suppose  any  importer  is  open  to  be  prosecuted  and  without  doubt 
would  have  to  pay  ihe  damage  for  having  imported  it  here?     A.  Yes  ;  no  doubt. 

Q.  You  have  prosecuted  some  members  of  the  manufacturing  firms  here,  have 
you  not?  A.  Well,  there  have  been  no  actions  carried  through.  I  think  there  was 
actions  taken  out,  but  they  weie  discontinued. 

Q.  But  you  maintain  your  right  I  suppose  under  the  patent  laws  to  do  that  ? 
A.  Certainly,  the  owners  ot  the  patent  would  havo  that  right. 

Q.  Well,  would  your  contract  enable  your  companies  to  do  that.  The  American 
companies  take  the  action?  A.  It  is  not  their  place  do  so.  It  belongs  to  the 
•owners  of  the  patents. 

Q.  Then  in  any  prosecution  you  would  have  to  move  in  your  own  name  and  on 
their  behalf?     A.  Yes;  they  would  have  to  move  it. 
By  Mr.  Quillet  : 

Q.  In  selling  barbed  wire  do  you  dictate  any  terms?  A.  We  undertook  an 
arrangement  by  which  the  wholesale  men  would  sell  at  a  fixed  price,  and  the  retail 
men  at  a  fixed  price  so  as  to  obviate  a  great  annoyance  of  one  cutting  the 
other. 

Q.  How  would  that  anroy  you?  A.  It  did  not  annoy  us  at  all.  It  was  per- 
haps as  much  from  their  solicitation  as  for  any  benefit  that  we  derived  from  it. 

Q.  You  have  received  solicitation  from  the  retail  trade  ?  A.  A  good  many  have 
notified  us  that  as  they  could  not  make  any  profit  out  of  it,  they  would  not  handle 
it  and  it  seemed  to  be  necessary  in  their  behalf  to  make  an  offer  to  those  people  who 
are  handling  this  wire. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Q  There  was  no  attempt  on  your  own  part,  but  it  was  at  their  solicitation  ? 
A.  Tee ;  it  was  a  measure  mutually  beneficial.  It  did  not  make  any  difference  with 
our  prices  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  Has  that  arrangement  been  carried  out  ?  A,  I  do  not  think  so ;  in  some 
cases  it  has,  but  I  think  generally  it  has  been  very  well  observed.  In  some  cases 
•where  there  has  been  trouble  the  matter  has  been  discussed  and  these  people  have 
been  brought  together,  and  I  think  we  tended  to  bring  the  retailers  themselves  to  a 
friendly  understiiuding.  The  advance  sought  was  very  small,  barely  enough  to  make 
it  an  object  for  them  to  handle  it. 

Q.  Did  you  stipulate  that  "  yon  shall  not  charge  more  than  that  price  "?  A,  Oh, 
no;  they  might  charge  as  much  as  they  liked  so  long  as  it  was  not  less  than  the 
price  fixed  upon. 

Q.  Did  they  sign  an  agreement  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Suppose  that  agreement  was  not  kept  ?    A.  We  have  no  recourse. 

Q.  There  was  no  i  enalty  attached  ?    A.  No. 

Q.  Would  you  refuse  to  sell  them  wire?  A.  No  case  has  arisen  of  the  kind. 
We  would  endeavor  to  patch  it  up. 

Q.  You  have  an  agreement  among  the  barbed  wire  manufacturers  that  the  price 
■will  bo  dictated  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Does  this  association  that  you  belong  to  provide  any  penalties  ?  A.  No; 
none  whatever. 

Q.  When  was  this  arrangement  made  ?  A.  This  was  simply  an  offer  that  we 
made  this  spring. 

Q.  Only  this  spring  ?  A.  Yes.  We  never  before  made  any  attempt  to  dictate 
any  price. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  There  are  two  kinds  of  wire,  galvanized  wire  and  plain  wire  ?  A.  Yes  ;  but 
the  plain  wire  is  not  used  very  much. 

Q.  The  prices  you  quoted  was  for  galvanized  ?  A.  Yes;  galvanized  barbed  wire. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  Ot  course  you  have  not  had  sufficient  experience  of  the  operation  of  that 
arrangement  to  say  whether  it  has  been  satisfactoiy  or  not  ?  A.  I  think,  that  on 
the  whole,  it  has  been  satisfactory,  because  all  were  interested  in  having  it  carried 
out.  It  was  sib-iply  giving  them  a  commission  for  handling  it.  As  far  as  we  could, 
we  came  to  an  understanding  with  those  people.  For  instance,  if  a  man  was  dis- 
posed to  injure  his  neighbor  in  that  way,  we  would  cot  encourage  him.  We  would 
have  the  right  not  to  sell  him  any  wire,  but  any  case  ot  that  kind  was  arranged 
according  to  the  circumstances. 

Q.  And  you  have  the  power  to  compel  obedience  if  you  choose  ?  A.  They 
could  get  it  outftide  I  suppose. 

Q    You  have  not  concluded   to   adopt   any  stringent  means  to  enforce  it  ?    A. 
JNo.     No  caee  has  come  up  yet. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  How  do  you  distinguish    between   the   wholesalers  and  retailers  ?    A.  Well, 
we  distinguish    between   the  wholesalers    and   retailers  by  the  number  of  tons  they 
ordered.     That  is  taken  in-to  account.      We  deal    with   each   case   according  to  the 
circumstances  of  their  business. 
By  Mr.  Usher  : 

Q.  You  stated  jatt  now  that  they  might  get  wire  elsewhere.  I  think  all  th& 
makers  of  wire  in  Canada  are  in  this  combination  ?  A.  Yes  ;  the  three. 

Q.  These  are  the  only  producers  of  wire  in  Canada  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Could  they  get  that  wire  from  the  States  ?  A.  I  have  said  before,  that  they 
brought  it  from  the  States. 

Q.  There  is  no  rule  under  the  patent  in  the  States  against  their  sending  wire 
into  Canada  ?     A.  No;  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  them. 
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Q.  How  would  the  duty  prevent  the  importation  of  wire  in  that  way  ?  Do  you 
know  at  all  what  the  prices  are  in  the  States  ?  A,  Yes  ;  they  are  very  much  les» 
than  they  are  here. 

Q.  At  what  prices  have  they  been  selling  in  the  States  ?  A.  The  trade  in  the 
United  States  has  been  utterly  demoralized,  and  an  enormous  amount  of  capital  has 
been  sunk  in  this  business.  A  great  many  manufacturers  have  been  ruined,  and  the 
business  is  at  a  very  low  ebb.  There  have  also  been  very  expensive  litigations  going 
on,  that  are  not  settled  yet. 

Q.  In  regard  to  the  patent  ?  A.  Ye^ ;  in  regard  to  the  validity  of  the  patent. 
The  prices  have  been  broken  by  irresponsible  firms,  that  is,  companies  manufactur- 
ing very  largely,  and  before  they  could  be  stopped  or  any  injunction  could  be  had, 
these  people  have  thrown  quantities  of  the  wire  on  the  market  and  broken  the 
prices.  Consequently  pending  these  suits,  the  Washburn  and  Moen  Company  have 
temporarily  reduced  their  royalty  in  the  States,  and  that  is  one  reason  why  they 
can  sell  it  cheaper  there. 

Q.  They  have  been  reducing  the  royalties  in  the  States ;  they  have  not  reduced 
them  in  Canada  ?     A.  Not  recently  in  Canada 

Q.  Is  the  royalty  higher  in  Canada  than  in  the  States  to-day  ?  A.  Yes  ;  it  i& 
higher  in  Canada  than  in  the  States. 

Q,  Can  you  tell  the  prices  in  the  States  of  the  same  wire  that  yo  i  are  supply- 
ing.    A.  I  think  about  4  cents, 

Q.  About  4  cents  ?     A.  Yes  ;  about  that. 

Q.   And  the  duties?    A.  There  is  the  duty  of  1^  cents  per  pound. 

Q.   Is  there  an  ad  valorem  duty  besides  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  That  woold  bring  it  up  to  5^  cents  per  pound  ?     A,  Yes. 

Q.  What  is  the  royalty  you  have  to  pay  now  ?  A.  Fifteen  cents  per  100  pounds. 

Q.  That  is  paid  in  consequence  of  the  patent  in  Canada.  The  Canadian  patent 
covers  that  I  suppose  ?     A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (WentwortK)  : 

Q.  Do  you  draw  your  own  wire  ?    A.  No;  we  do  not. 

Q.  Prom  where   do  you  import  as  a  rule  ?    A.  Some  from  England   and  Ger- 
many, and  some  is  drawn  in  Montreal, 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  the  Dominion  Company  draw  their  own  wire  ?  A.  Yes;  they  draw  their 
own  wire  now. 


Datid  Robert  Eoss,  miller,  of  Bmbro,  Ont.,  sworn. 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  Are  yon  the  secretary  of  the  Oatmeal  Millers'  Association  ?     A.  Yes. 
Q.  Have  you  the    books   with   you?    A.  I  have  the  papers  bearing  upon  the 

Q.' Have  you  the  minute  books?  A.  Well,  yes,  I  have  them  at  the  hotel. 
^Exhibit  38c.)  I  brought  the  minutes  to  Ottawa  with  me,  but  I  have  here  all  the 
papers  bearing  upon  the  matter.  i      o     « 

Q.  This  is  the  monthly  statement  of  manufacture  that  each  one  makes  (     A. 

Yes 

*Q  Have  you  the  constitution,  rules  and  by-laws  of  the  Oatmeal  Millers'  Associa- 
tion of  Canada  ?  A.  Yes.  (Exhibit  38a.)  That  shows  everything.  There  are  also 
eome  other  papers  here.     (Exhibit  386.) 

Q.  What  are  the  objects  of  the  association  ?  A.  The  primary  object  was  to 
make  some  profit.  . 

Q  In  what  state  had  your  oatmeal  business  been  before  this  association  was 
iormed  ?  A.  Here  is  a  paper  which  shows  everything.  There  were  about  sixty  mills 
in  Ontario,  and  four  of  these  mills  can  supply  the  whole  Dominion. 
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By  Mr.  Bain  (  WentwortK)  : 
Q.  Have  you  any  actual  figures  a^  to  the  capacity  of  the  whole  7     A.  Yes. 

By  the  Chavman: 
Q.  There  are  sixty  mills  in  Ontario,  and  four  of  them  could  supply  the  whole 
Dominion  ;  that  is  the  four  largest  ?     A.   Yes. 

Q.  And  what  proportion  does  that  bear  to  the  whole  manufacture  ?     A.  At  the 
present  lime  all  these  mills  are  running  one  day  in  two  weeks. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  WeatwortK)  : 
Q.  Could  you  give  what  the  mills  are  turning  out  ?     A.  The  capacity  of  all  the 
mills  in  oats  is  9,300,000  bushels. 

Q.  And  how  much  oatmeal  does  that  mean  ?  A.  There  are  about  10^  bushels 
to  the  barrel,  so  that  there  would  be  about  900,000  barrels.  That  is  aboat  the  aver- 
age  ;  sometimes  it  takes  10  and  other  times  11 J  bushels. 

Q.  What  is  the  consumption  of  the  Dominion  ?    A.  150,000  barrels.     That  is 
the  quantity  sold  in  the  Dominion  last  year. 
By  Mr.  Fisher : 
Q.  And  ihe  capacity  is  900,000  barrels?     A.  Yes. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q    When    you  speak   of  capacity  you    mean    running  night  and   day  ?    A. 
Oh,  yes;  we  always  ran  24  hours.    It  is  less  expense  to  run  24  hours  than  12. 

Q.  Is  that  estimate  made  on  the  basis  of  continuous  running  ?  A.  Yes  ;  con- 
tinuous running  for  300  days. 

Q    Well,  that  is  more  than  in  actual  practice  ?     A.  Well,  divide  it  by  two,  and 
then  there  would  be  a  tremendous  margin  after  that. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 
Q.  Whac  is  the  amount  which  you  say  is  consumed  in  the  whole  Dominion  ?    A. 
150,000  barrels  was  consumed  last  year. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  much  is  imported  ?     A.  None  at  all. 
Q.  No  oatmeal  imported  ?    A.  Very  little.     There   is   a   duty  of  81  per  barrel 
or  half  a  cent  per  lb  ,  which  prevents  it  coming  ia. 

Q    Are  there  any  oatmeal  mills  except  those  in  Ontario?     A.  Until  now,   there 
were  a  few  in  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick,  but  they  are  very  small. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  The  association  is  confioed  to  Ontario?     A.  There  were  no  other  mills  con- 
sidered worth  taking  in,  but  now  there  are  mills  started  in  Manitoba.    They  did  not 
eend  any  out  of  the  country  until  within  a  few  months. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  They  have  not  sent  any  out  of  Manitoba  ?     A.  They  are  sending  to  Canada 
now. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth) : 
Q.  Are  they  sending  it  out  to   Ontario  or   to   Great   Britain  ?    A.  Weil,   they 
cannot  send  it  to  Great  Britain,     They  aie  sending  it  to  Ontario. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  Is  there  any  particular  Ontario  mill  that  is  sending  it  to  the   United   States 
or  Great  Britain  ?     A.  There  is  a  duty  in  the  States  of  half  a  cent  per  lb.  or  $1 
per  barrel,  and  in  Great  Britain  the   market  is   nearly   $1    per   barrel  lower   than 
here.     It  is  half  a  dollar  or  more  cheaper  than  we  can  make  it . 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  Can  you  give  us  the  prices  here  and  in  Great  Britain?     A.  Yes. 
Q.  Give  us  one  quotation  ?     A.  Well,  the  price  in  Toronto  for  the  class  of  meal 
that  comes  from  Glasgow  is  85.35  per  barrel. 
By  Mr.  Guillet: 
Q.  What  class  is  that?     A.  Standard  meal. 

Q.  Fine?     A.  Yes;  the  same  meal  as  we  have.     The  price  of  that  is  22s,  petr 
280  lbs.  in  Glasgow. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Q.  That  is  less  than  here  ?     A.  Yes ;  a  good  deal  loss. 
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By  Mr.  Fisher : 

Q.  How  much  do  you  get  in  an  ordinary  barrel?     A.  Fine  or  coarse  meal,  19fi 
lbs.,  but  for  rolled  meal  180  lbs.  is  called  a  barrel. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  could  not  put  196  lbs.  of  rolled  meal  into  a  barrel?  A.  No;  except  it 
was  a  larger  barrel. 

Q.  What  is  your  difference  in  price  between  rolled  oats  and  ordinary  oats  ?  A. 
The  rolled  is  Y5  cents  per  barrel  higher  than  the  fine. 

Q.  75  cents  a  barrel  higher  ?  A.  Yes.  There  are  two  kinds  of  rolled ;  one  is  B® 
cents  and  the  other  is  75  cents  higher. 

Q.  The  standard  is  the  fine  ?  A.  Yes  ;  the  standard  is  the  fine  and  the  granu- 
lated is  the  coarse. 

Q.  Is  this  your  present  price  list?     A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  Can  you  give  us  the  quotations  of  oats ;  You  stated  just  now  that  it  was  in- 
consequence of  oats  being  higher  here  than  in  Glasgow  ?  A.  I  can  give  the  prices  of 
oats  in  Canada,  bat  not  in  Glasgow,  although  I  know  that  they  are  very  cheap,  not 
over  a  cent  per  pound. 

Q.  And  then  I  suppose  they  get  more  meal  from  their  oats  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q-  Not  more  than  one  cent  per  pound  in  the  old  country  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  But  they  are  worth  IJ  cents  in  Toronto  ?  A.  They  were  43  cents  in  car 
lots. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q,  All  your  figures  are  wholesale  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q,  Sometimes  car  lots  are  cheaper  and  sometimes  dearer  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  Has  it  been  so  for  years  back,  that  oats  have  baen  cheaper  iu  Scotland  tbaa 
in  Canada  ?     A.  No ;   that  is  unusual. 

Q.  For  the  last  three,  four  or  five  years  has  oatmeal  been  so  much  cheaper  in 
the  old  country  than  in  this  country  ?  Of  course  we  know  that  for  this  season  just 
past  oats  were  unusually  high  ?     A.  There  was  a  short  crop. 

Q.  Yes,  there  was  a  short  crop,  so  that  this  was  a  very  unusual  state  of  affair*  ? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Before  that  state  of  affairs  occurred,  was  it  not  possible  for  you  to  export  ta 
the  old  country  ?  A.  Three  years  previous  to  this  season  there  had  been  70,009 
barrels  exported  to  Great  Britain. 

Q.  That  would  have  relieved  the  surplus  production  in  Canada  considerably  ? 
A.  That  was  about  half  the  quantity  sold  in  Canada. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (^Wentworth)  ; 

Q.  But  that  was  not  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  productioa  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  How  did  so  many  men  go  into  the  business  ?  A.  Well,  three  or  four  years 
ago  there  was  a  good  profit  in  oatmeal.  The  Government  figures  show  that  a  large 
quantity  was  exported  in  that  year,  and  oats  were  cheap  here,  so  that  a  number  of 
new  mills  were  built,  and  o'atmeal  men  made  money.    That  was  in  1884  and  1885. 

Q.  Give  us  the  actual  figures  of  exports  for  that  year  ?  A,  Well,  in  1884,  th& 
value  exported  was  $2 14,000  worth  of  oatmeal,  and  at  the  same  time  $322,000  worth 
of  oats.  I  do  not  know  whether  that  was  exported  to  Great  Britain  or  to  the  United 
States,  or  somewhere  else.      Other  years  there  was  also  a  great  quantity  exported. 

Q.  Give  us  the  value  for  1885?  A.  $-41,000  worth  of  oatmeal  and  $703,000 
worth  of  oats. 

Q.  For  1886  ?     A.  $286,000  worth  of  oatmeal  and  $1,147,000  worth  of  oats. 

Q.  For  1887?     A.  $176,000  worth  of  oatmeal  and  $509,000  worth  of  oats. 
By  Mr.  Fisher: 

Q.  Was  that  in  1887  sent  to  Great  Britain  also?  A.  That  was  up  to  the  1st  ot 
October,  1887.  After  that  none  was  sent  out.  A  little  was  sent  out  in  tho  aai-ly 
part  of  the  season. 
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Q,.  Are  these  the  trade  and  navigation  returns  ?  A.  I  suppose  that  they  are  thfr 
trade  and  navigation  returns. 

Q.  That  closes  on  the  30th  June  each  year  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q  When  did  you  begin  lo  make  new  meal  out  of  your  oats  ?  A.  The  first  of 
September. 

By  the  Chairman : 

Q.    Whan  was  your  association  organized  ?    A.  During  last  summer. 

Q.  By  whom?     A.  I  was  one  of  the  principal  organizers. 

Q.  Who  is  your  president?    A.  Mr.  Scott,  of  Ottawa. 

Q.  Is  he  an  oatmeal  manufacturer  ?     A.  Yes . 

Q.  He  is  the  president,  then  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  organized  it,  and  the  principal  object  is  to  regulate  the  prices  ?  A. 
Yes,  and  make  a  profit.  It  really  became  necessary,  in  June  last,  when  in  Canada 
oatmeal  was  selling  below  the  cost  of  oats,  I  believe. 

Q.  It  was  necessary,  you  thought,  for  the  sake  of  your  profits  to  organize  and 
£x  the  prices  ?     A.  Well,  the  millers  themselves  met  and  fixed  the  prices. 

Q.  When  do  they  meet,  at  the  call  ofihe  president  or  at  stated  times?  A. 
"Well,  there  is  no  particular  time.  There  is  a  time  appointed  for  the  executive  to 
aneet. 

Q.  Who  are  the  executive  that  meet  on  these  occasions  ?  A.  Mr.  Scott,  presi- 
dent; Thomas  Martin,  vice-president,  of  Mount  Forest;  Walter  Thompson,  of 
Mitchell ;  James  Muirhead,  of  London,  H.  S.  Moore,  of  Norwich,  and  D.  Speirs,  of 
Gait,  Ont. 

Q.  You  organized  last  summer.  How  many  times  have  you  met  since  to  regu- 
late prices  ?    A.  This  is  price  list  No.  B. 

Q.  The  first  of  February  ?     A.  No  ;  18th  February. 

Q.  That  price  will  take  efi'ect  on  the  18th  February,  and  will  remain  in  force 
until  another  is  issued.  You  fixed  the  price  six  times?  A.  The  prices  have  not 
JDeen  changed  six  times,  but  there  has  been  a  re-arrangement  of  prices. 

Q.  Did  you  lower  the  prices  any  of  these  times?  A.  No;  the  prices  of  oats 
feave  been  constantly  advanced.  I  believe  the  price  will  be  lowered  at  the  meeting 
in  Stratford  to-day. 

Q.  The  price  of  cats  is  a  little  down  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  How  do  you  account  for  that  ?    A.  At  the  present  lime  it  is  Manitoba  oats 
coming  in.  that  is  keeping  tho  price  down. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  Manitoba  oats  ?     A.  Yes  ;  Manitoba  oats  are  offering  very  freely  in  Ontario. 
Bi/  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Whenever  a  change  was  made  in  these  prices,  it  was  to  advance  them  ?  A. 
Yes;  except  where  we  re-arranged  them.  I  think  there  were  four  advances  since 
ihe  association  has  been  organized. 

Q,  Has  ihe  combination  been  satisfactory  to  the  millers  ?  A.  Yes.  There  are 
ethers  not  in  the  association,  others  who  are  selling  as  they  please. 

Q.  Is  it  not  satisfactory  to  those  who  are  not  in  it  ?     A.   Better  than  before,  we 
tave  been  making  an  actual  profit,  whereas  previously  we  did  not. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  How  many  mills  are  there  in  the  association  ?     A.  24. 

-Q.  24  out  of  the  60  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  proportion  are  they  to  the  whole  number  of  manufacturers?  A.  The 
©Ihers  are  not  in,  but  the  most  of  them  are  furnished  with  each  price  list,  and  there 
have  been  smaller  mills,  and  they  nearly  all  agree  to  maintain  prices. 

Q.  These  are  all  the  large  millers  ?    A.  One  or  two  dropped  out, 

Q.  Who  are  they  ?  A.  Mr.  Eussell,  of  Uxbridge,  and  Mr.  Wright,  of  Owen 
Sound. 
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By  Mr.  Bain  {Wentworth)  : 

Q.  Have  you  put  anybody  oat  ?     A.     No ;  we  have  not  put  anybody  out. 
By  the  Chairman  ; 

Q.  Have  you  any  regulations  as  to  what  you  shall  manufacture  7    A.  No. 

Q.  I  see  there  is  a  column  here  marked  allotment  ?  A.  That  is  about  what  they 
make  a  year. 

Q.  And  they  are  not  to  exceed  the  manufacture  of  that  quantity?  A.  They  can 
make  or  sell  all  they  can,  so  long  as  they  stick  to  the  prices. 

Q.  Then  there  is  no  restriction  on  the  amount  they  manufacture  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  Then  what  do  you  do  ?  1  understood  some  mills  were  closed  down  by  the 
association  ?  A.  Well,  those  who  do  not  sell  as  much  as  their  allotment  are  paid  30 
cents  a  barrel  by  the  association.  They  may  not  sell  it  so  readily  as  the  others,  and 
those  who  sell  more  than  their  allotment  pay  30  cents  a  barrel  for  all  they  sell  over 
that,  to  the  association. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  That  is  the  way  in  which  you  get  the  money  to  pay  the  30  cents  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  one  who  makes  over  his  allotted  amount  pays  30  cents  a  barrel  into  the 
association  ?     A.  Yes  ;  and  that  is  paid  to  those  who  come  below. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  you  pay  a  man  who  cannot  make  good  oatmeal  30 
cents  for  not  making  it  ?  A.  They  can  make  it.  It  would  be  much  better  for  them 
to  make  and  sell,  as  the  profit  is  rather  more  than  30  cents,  and  the  man  who  does 
not  make  it  is  losing  his  business. 

Q.  How  does  this  work,  one  portion  paying  30  cents?  Does  one  balance  the 
other  ?     A.  Oh,  yes,  it  must ;  the  percentage. 

Q.  The  percentage  of  the  whole  manutacture  ?    A.   Yes. 

Q.  What  does  this  "short  1,600  barrels"   mean  ?    A.  It  is  merely  to  show  that 
some  of  the  makers  were  short  on  the  total  by  1,600  barrels.     It  was  merely  added 
up  to  prove  that  the  figures  were  correct. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  How  often  do  you  settle  up  ?     A.  Every  month. 

Q.  That  is  the  statement  of  shortage  on  one  month  ?  A.  That  is  the  clearing 
out  difference. 

Q.  How  many  mills  are  there  in  that  arrangement  ?    A.  24. 

Q.  How  many  were  there  short  ?     A.  14,  so  there  must  have  been  ten  gone  over, 

Q.  And  the  amount  these  14  were   short  was   exactly  the   amount  these  others 
were  over  ?    A.  Yes ;  just  the  same. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  T.  &  J.  M.  Andrews,  they  were  to  make  2,000  barrels  ?     A.  Yes  ;  per  year. 

Q.  And  in  that  month  ?  A.  He  did  not  send  in  any.  His  sales  did  not  come  in. 
This  is  what  he  is  entitled  to. 

Q.  You  put  him  short  97  barrels  ?  A.  Yes  ;  and  he  has  been  paid  30  cents  a 
barrel  on  those,  and  the  next  month,  that  will  be  kept  off  of  what  he  has  done. 

Q.  His  report  was  simply  late  ?     A.  Yes  ;  and  he  received  that  amount  of  money, 

Q.  Then  the  next  month  ?  A.  He  would  pay  back  whatever  he  was  paid  too 
mnch. 

Q.  Where  did  you  get  this  system  from  ?    A.   We  arranged  it. 

Q.  Where  did  you  get  the  plan  of  it  ?    A.  It  is  made  up  on  the  percentage  basis, 

Q.  You  got  this  plan  from  some  place  ?  A;  I  knew  there  was  some  plan  in 
operation  but  I  never  saw  one  like  this  before. 

Q.  Did  you  get  it  to  any  extent  from  anyone  ?  A.  I  saw  a  book  at  one  time 
with  part  of  it  in . 

Q.  What  book  was  that  ?     A.  A  railway  pool  book. 

Q.  An  oatmeal  pool  book  ?     A.   No,  railway. 

Q.  Showing  how  this  business  should  be  arranged  ?    A.  The  principle  was  th© 

same. 

Q.  You  have  adopted  their  principle  ?    Yes. 
Q.  Prom  this  railway  book  ?     A.   ^es. 


jSO  DAVID   ROBERT   ROSS. 


Q.  As  far  as  it  would  apply  to  the  oatmeal  business?    A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q,  Do  you  regulate  the  prices  of  the  wholesale  and  retail  dealers  ?  A.  No,  sir; 
we  do  not. 

Q.  You  let  them  sell  as  they  please  ?  A .  Anybody  who  bays  from  us  pays  our 
price  and  after  that  he  can  sell  for   what  he  likes. 

Q.  Do  you  sell  to  anybody  ?     A.  Yes;  anybody. 
By  Mr.   Guillet : 

Q.  The  man  who  buys  a  carload  can  sell  for  what  he  likes.     A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  ; 

Q.  Do  you  sell  the  same  to  anybody  according  to  what  quantity  he  buys  ?  A. 
Yes.  There  is  so  much  for  a  carload  and  then  there  is  a  difference  for  25  barrels 
and  less  quantities.     We  take  so  much  less  per  barrel, 

Q.  How  often  do  you  regulate  the  percentage  which  each  mill  shall  produce; 
once  a  year,  or  once  every  six  months  ?     A.  We  have  not  been  going  a  year  yet. 

Q.  That  percentage  was  based  on  the  production  of  last  year?  A.  Tes;  some 
mills  had  been  burned  down  and  others  had  started  up. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  me  something  about  the  comparison  with  the  prices  you  are 
selling  at  and  those  of  the  mills  not  in  the  combination  ?  A.  They  are  not  all  in 
this  arrangement  and  they  sell  at  whatever  prices  they  please. 

Q.  What  has  their  prices  been  ?  A.  Lower.  They  have  been  getting  the 
benefit  of  the  combination  and  paying  nothing  toward  the  support  of  it. 

Q.  How  much  lower  ?     A.   In  some  cases  quite  a  bit  lower. 

Q.   That  is,  they  get  the  market  ?    A.  I  do  not  know  that  they  do. 

Q.  How  is  that;  how  do  you  explain  it  ?  A.  Some  of  them  do  not  make  as 
good  meal  and  others  are  not  in  a  position  to  make  much. 

Q.  They  have  got  all  the  trade  they  could  get?  A.  They  got  all  they  tried 
for. 

By  Mr.  Guillet: 

Q.  Where  are  these  mills  ?    A.  In  this  Province. 

Q.   Also  in  Quebec  ?     A.  I  think  there  are   mills  in  Quebec. 

Q.  Any  in  Montreal  ?     A.  No. 
By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  There   are  two  mills  in   Lachute ?    A.  Yes;    but  not  in  the   association. 
There  is  that  Lachute  miil,  but  they  are  not  included  in  this. 
By  Mr.  Fisher : 

Q.  Are  there  any  mills  in  your  association  which  do  not  run  at  all  but  which 
you  pay  ?     A.   Yes. 

Q.  You  pay  them  30  cents  a  barrel  c>n  a  certain  quantity  ?  A.  There  are  some 
that  are  ptiid  in  a  different  way. 

Q.  How  are  they  paid  ?     A.  A  stated  sum. 

Q.  That  was  arranged  when  your  organization  was  made  ?     A.  Yes, 

Q.  Were  thoy  running  then  ?     A.  Some  were  and  some  were  not. 

Q.  There  were  those  who  had  juHt  closed  up  ?     A.  Yes  ;  just  closed  up. 

Q.  How  do  they  get  their  pay  ?  A.  There  is  an  assessment  made  on  each 
member  according  to  the  quantity  he  is  allowed  to  make,  not  what  he  actually  does 

Q.  That  is  used  to  pay  these  mills  that  do  not  run  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  is  that  done— do  you  make  an  arrangement  with  each  mill  ?  A.  Yes; 
a  separate  bargain ;  a  verbal  bargain . 

Q.  No  contract  ?    A.  No  ;  whatever  they  would  take. 

Q.  You  assess  that  on  the  members.  Do  you  know  how  many  mills  there  are 
with  which  that  arrangement  was  made  ?     A.  Ten. 

Q.  All  in  Ontario?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  much  is  paid  to  them  ?  A.  $526  per  month  to  the  whole  ten.  The 
lowest  was  $300  per  year,  and  the  highest  $800  per  year. 
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Q.  That  is  ten  of  the  mills  out  of  the  sixty?  A.  Yes;  there  are  twenty-four  in 
the  association,  and  these  ten  which  make  thirty-lour  that  we  really  control.  All 
the  others  are  free. 

Q.  How  many  are  there  who  sell  at  the  same  price  that  you  sell  at.  You  said 
there  were  a  number  who  sold  at  the  same  price  although  they  were  not  in  the  as- 
sociation. A.  Only  two  or  three  mills  that  we  hear  of.  All  the  others  are  merely 
doing  a  little  business  in  their  own  locality. 

Q.  Those  you  do  not  bother  ?  A.  We  send  them  each  our  price  list.  They  were 
aU  visited  by  a  committee,  but  were  only  too  glad  to  have  the  larger  mills  kept  out 
of  their  territory. 

Q.  Do  you  divide  your  territory  ?  A.  No  ;  but  if  large  mills  were  obliged  to 
sell  at  high  prices,  a  miller  can  surely  sell  in  his  own  market.  That  is  all  they  look 
for. 

Q.  You  do  not  divide  your  territory  ?     A.  No  ;   anyone  can  sell  where  he  likes. 

By  Mr.  Quillet  : 
Q.  Do  yon  pay  freights  ?     A.  Yes ;  to  all  points. 

Q.  Is  the  price  uniform  to  all  points  ?  A.  The  country  is  divided  into  districts, 
but  as  the  mills  are  nearly  all  west  of  Toronto,  the  freights  are  about  the  same  from 
there  to  points  east. 

Q.  That  is  to  your  eastern  limit  ?  A.  The  freight  each  one  has  to  pay  is  about 
the  same. 

Q.  Is  this  price  that  you  fixed  for  oatmeal  delivered  ?  A,  Yes ;  I  have  a  price 
list  here.     We  have  tried  to  make  it  jusL  the  difference  of  the  freight. 

Q.  Were  you  able  to  make   special  arrangements   with  the  railway  ?     A.  No. 
Q.  Each  one  has  to  make  the  best   bargain  possible  for  the  delivery  of  his  owe. 
stuff?    A.  Yes;  there  is  no  special  rate.    There   is   a  special   milling  rate  on  oats, 
but  all  millers  get  the  same. 

Q.  You  are  not  able  to  secure  any  better  terms  ?  A.  We  were  able  to  get  this 
special  milling  rate.     The  flour  oiillers  got  it  after  we  did.     All  get  it  alike. 

Q.  Did  you  bring  any  pressure  to  bear  on  the  mills  that  declined  to  go  in  ?    A. 
No;  there  have  been  two  who  went  in,  and   one  paid   a   certain   amount,  who  then 
went  out.     Letters  were  written  to  him  to  come  back  but  nothing  more. 
Q,  This  is  a  voluntary  association  ?     A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  What  reason  did  they  give  for  going  out  ?    A.  I   suppose   they  saw  that  by 
going  out  and  selling  a  little  lower  they  could  get  business. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  I  see  here  a  column  for  expenses.    What   is   this  $700,  for  expenses  ?    A.  I 
have  explained  that  $525  goes  to  pay  for  the  arrangement   made  with  the  mills  shut 
down. 

Q.  It  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  "  long  "  and  "  short "  here  ?     A.  No. 
Q.  Those  who  are  long  had  to  pay  $497.40,  and    those   who  were  short  received 
$497.40  ?    A.  That's  it. 

Q.  I  do  not  understand  how  the  Andrews,  of  Thornbury,  are  allowed  2,000 
barrels.     That  would  be  157  barrels  a  month  ?     A.  No,  it  would  not 

Q.  What  would  it  be  ?  A.  Here  is  his  percentage,  and  he  would  have  his  per- 
centage of  the  total  quantity  made  that  month.  This  is  his  percentage  of  the  whole. 
This  2,000  barrels  is  the  firm's  percentage  of  the  135,000  barrels,  and  taking  the  per- 
centage for  that  month  this  is  what  he  is  entitled  to. 

Q.  Where  do  you  get  his  allotment  of  2,000  barrels?  A.  That  is  for  the  year, 
and  his  percentage  rises  and  falls  according  to  the  sales. 

Q.  You  have  his  percentage  in  one  place  1,569,  and  his  percentage  1,476  in 
another?  A.  This  8,000  is  not  counted,  as  there  is  one  gentleman  who  is  running 
on  a  different  basis  from  the  others.  He  was  not  taken  in  on  the  rise  and  fall.  He 
was  given  a  percentage  first. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  rise  and  fall  ?  A.  He  did  not  come  into  the  pool  at  all. 
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Q.  Do  the  whole  24  men  understand  the  working  of  this  arrangement  ?    A.  I 

do  not  know  that  they  do. 

By  Mr.  Bain  {Wentworth)  : 

Q.  I  suppose  this  arrangement  does  affect  the  export  trade  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  You  are  allowed  to  make  as  much  as  you  can  outside  of  this  arrangement? 
A.  Yes  ;  but  they  have  not  been  able  to  make  any,  in  consequence  of  our  oats  being 
higher  here  than  those  in  the  old  country. 

Q.  When  prices  were  such  that  you  could  export  to  Glasgow  were  you  in  the 
habit  of  importing  American  oats  to  any  extent?  A.  There  were  some  taken  in 
small  quantities  for  grinding  in  bond  when  they  got  a  special  rate  from  the  American 
roads.     It  was  often  taken  by  boat  to  Sarnia  or  Goderich,  at  low  American  rates. 

Q.  I  remember  that  a  firm  in  our  town  of  Dundas  did  that  one  season?  A.  Yes; 
but  that  mill  has  not  been  running  since.     They  were  burned. 

Q.  Speaking  of  the  American  trade,  is  there  any  chance  of  you  getting  a  portion 
of  that  American  trade  ?  If  the  American  market  were  open  would  it  be  a  benefit? 
A.  I  think  it  would. 

Q.  If  Canada  and  the  United  States  were  to  drop  their  duties  what  effect  would 
it  have?    A.  We   would  have  the  American   market.     Our  mills  are  nearer  than 
theirs  to  the  Eastern  States.    Their  closest  mills  are  in   Ohio.      The  American  oat- 
meal is  all  manufactured  west  of  Akron,  Ohio. 
By  Mr.  Guillei  : 

Q.  What  about  the  price  of  oats  in  Chicago  ?  A .  I  do  not  think  they  would  be 
any  cheaper  than  Manitoba  oats. 

Q.  Do  you  think  you  could  send  in  a  good  deal  into  the  United  States  ?  A.  I 
think  we  could.  In  the  month  of  December  there  were  over  12,000  barrels  sold, 
and  in  the  month  of  March  only  6,000  were  sold. 

Q.  The  prices  being  high  the  people  ceased  to  use  oatmeal  ?  A.  Yes ;  and  flour 
being  so  low. 

By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  the  consumption  of  oatmeal  is  in  the  States  ?  A.  It  is 
very  large. 

Q.   You  don't  know  what  the  production  is  ?     A.  No. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  In  order  to  compete  with  the  United  States  you  would  have  to  have  much 
cheaper  oats  than  you  have  ?  A.  As  a  general  thing ;  we  competed  in  Glasgow  and 
Liverpool  with  them  when  we  were  exporting. 

Q.  When  did  you  export  ?    A.  None  this  year,  but  last  year  we  did. 
By  Mr.  Guillet ; 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  price  of  oats  in  Chicago  this  year?    A.  Thirty-two  cents. 

Q.  What  does  it  cost  for  freight  for  Owen  Sound,  Sarnia  and  other  points  on 
Lake  Huron  ?     A.  Two  and  a-half  to  three  cents. 

Q.   That  was  for  last  year  ?     A.  Yes  ;  that  would  be  about  it. 

Q.  Therefore,  if  you  could    bring   in   oats   at  ;^4  and  35  cents ?    A.  They 

would  not  remain  long  at  50   cents   in   this   country;  they  would  be  very  apt  to  go 
down. 

By  Mr  Bain  (Wentworth)  ; 

Q.  You  were  looking  at  Manitoba  oats  just  now  ?  A.  Yes  ;  they  are  selling  at  43. 

Q.  As  a  general  thing,  for  the  last  year,  how  has  the  comparison  at  Akron 
been  ?  A.  Of  course,  Akron  oats  and  Buffalo  oats  are  just  the  freight  higher  than 
Chicago  oats. 

Q.   As  a  general  rule,  are  oats  in  Chicago  any  higher  than  they  are  in  Toronto, 
in  carload  lots  ?    A.  Oh,  no ;  they  are  generally  lower. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  is  not  the  freight  from  Chicago  to  Buffalo  lower  than 
from  Chicago  to  CoUingwood  by  vessel  ?  A.  It  would  cost  very  little  more  to  bring 
it  to  Buffalo  than  to  CoUingwood  by  vessel.  There  would  not  be  a-half  cent  differ- 
ence on  a  boat  load. 
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Q.  It  would  be  lower  to  Buffalo?     A.  Probably  it  would. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  What  is  the  opinion  of  your  association  as  to  the  future  of  the  oat  trade  ? 
Are  you  looking  to  Manitoba  for  the  supply  of  your  oats  in  future  ?  A.  No.  In  On- 
tario we  have  plenty  of  oats  to  spare,  except  this  year. 

Q.  As  a  rule,  when  the  Manitoba  grain  goes  on  to  extend,  won't  it  have  tko 
eff^^ct  simply  of  placing  our  oais  here  in  the  same  position  as  if  we  were  competing 
with  Chicago?  A.  Bo;  I  have  heard  the  farmers  in  our  section  saying  that  they 
will  still  continue  to  raise  oats,  and  they  will  go  on  competing  against  Manitoba  in 
that  way. 

By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  Still  the  freight  from  Manitoba  to  any  point  in  Ontario  would  be  much  more 
than  the  freight  from  Chicago  to  any  similar  point?  A.  It  depends  on  the  question 
if  you  can  get  a  grinding  in  transit  rate  from  any  point  in  the  North-West 
east  to  Halifax.  There  would  only  be  the  one  rate  to  pay,  and  the  miller  thea 
would  be  almost  in  as  good  a  pot-ition  as  if  he  had  a  mill  in  Maoitoba.  In  this  way 
he  would  be  better  still,  as  he  would  get  a  big  price  for  the  offal  in  Ontario. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q,  That  is  looking  to  the  shipping  trade  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  do  get  special  rates?  A.  The  mills  located  on  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Eailway  do  get  grinding,  in  transit  rates,  but  the  mills  west  and  east  won't  grind  it, 

Q.  They  let  you  stop  off  and  let  you  have  the  stuff  ground  and  ship  it  on  ?  A. 
At  a  nominal  rate . 

By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q,  Thb  comparison  as  between  the  cost  of  freight  from  Chicago  to,  say  Colling- 
wood,  and  thence  to  Toronto  by  rail,  would  be  much  less  than  on  oats  brought  from 
Manitoba  to  Collingwood  and  by  rail  to  Toronto,  and  grinding  in  Toronto  ?  A, 
There  is  always  a  surplus  in  Ontario  except  this  year. 

Q.  I  am  speaking  of  the  actual  cost  of  importing  oats  from  any  point  in  Mani- 
toba to  some  point  in  Ontario,  as  compared  with  the  cost  of  importing  from  Chicago 
to  same  point  ?  A.  You  can  bring  them  from  Chicago  to  Hamilton  by  paying  a 
trifle  more,  than  you  can  from  Buffalo. 

Q,  Yery  much  lower  than  you  can  from  Manitoba?     A.   Yes. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  is  the  value  of  the  offal  of  a  barrel  of  oatmeal  ?  A.  It  varies  according 
to  the  price. 

Q.  What  is  the  value  ?     A.  It  is  about  15  cents. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  What  Mr.  Guillet  is  aiming  at  is,  that  of  course  getting  the  water  rate  from 
Chicago  to  Hamilton  for  Toronto  the  rate  is  low,  but  what  ho  says  is  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  increased  distance  by  rail  and  water  to  Manitoba  or  Winnipeg  to  these 
points,  that  the  Winnipeg  or  Manitoba  oats  could  not  be  delivered  at  the  same  rate 
at  Hamilton  or  Toronto  that  Chicago  oats  would  be  delivered  ?  A .  Oats  would 
find  their  level  in  Toronto.  The  Manitoba  farmers  would  have  to  take  less  for 
their  oats . 

Q.  About  how  much  more  would  the  freight  be  from  Manitoba  delivered  at 
Toronto,  than  from  Chicago?  A.  It  depends  upon  how  many  railroads  you  get  from 
here  to  Manitoba. 

Q.  What  are   the   rates  ?     A.  The  present  rates  are  45  cents  a  100,  and  from 
Chicago  to  Toronto  15  or  18  cents. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  Oats  are  not  produced  in  Chicago  ?    A.  I  think  he  is   supposing  if  Chicago 
were  brought  in  what  effect  would  it  have  on  the  market. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  To  ascertain  if  Chicago  oats  are  not  nearer  our  market,  and  can  be  obtained, 
^t  much  less  freight  than  from  Winnipeg  ?     A.  Others  things    being  equal,  it  is  a 
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Toatter  oi  distance,  and  the  farmers  of  Manitoba  will  have  to  take  a  less  price,  and 
.the  price  in  Toronto  will  be  the  same.     The  quantity  will  regulate  the  price. 
By  Mr.  Fisher : 

Q.  As  a  general  rule  you  have  enough  oats  in  Ontario  to  run  your  business  ? 
A.  Tes. 

Q.  You  always  have  a  surplus  ?     A.  As  a  general  rule  a  surplus.     If  our   sur- 
plus  goes  to  New  York  or  Britain  that  regulates  the  price.     We  have  no  surplus 
just  now,  we  have  to  import. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  If  you  have  a  surplus  now,  your  theory  don't  hold  out.  When  you  have  an 
association  regulating  the  prices  here,  the  surplus  don't  affect  the  price  ?  A.  When 
oats  are  cheap  here  at  the  same  time  the  larger  quantity  of  oats  are  going  out. 

Q.  You  are  saying  there  is  no  surplus.  You  have  no  means  of  telling,  you  can- 
mot  tell  whether  there  is  a  surplus.  The  very  fact  that  oats  are  coming  down  in 
price  bhows  that  there  are  more  oats  in  the  country  than  you  knew  about  ?  A.  We 
know  veiy  well  there  are  no  oats  being  exported  to  Great  Britain  this  year.  We. 
know  they  are  higher  here  than  there. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  there  has  not  been  any  of  last  year's  crop  ?  A.  Possibly 
there  was  some  early  in  the  season,  but  since  the  Ist  of  October  there  has  not  been 
any. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  are  making  statements  you  have  no  means  of  knowing. 

Mr.  Bun — That  is  not  a  fair  statement. 

Witness— Oats  are  higher  in  Montreal  to-day  than  in  Great  Britain,     Oats  are 
actually  lower  in  Britain  than  they  are  in  Ontario. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  What  is  the  price  of  oats  there  ?    A.  Oats  are  a  cent  a  pound  there. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  YoQ  are  speaking  of  a  scarcity  in  Ontario.  What  I  was  referring  to  is, 
there  may  be  a  surplus  in  Prince  Edward  Island;  there  may  be  a  surplus  in  Mani- 
loba,  but  in  Ontario,  where  there  are  mills  lirgely  west  of  Toronto,  there  is  a 
scarcity  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  you  have  low  lake  freights,  which  is  the  cheapest  transportation 
which  can  be  obtained  any  place,  that  would  enable  you  to  bringdown  the  price  in 
Ontario  to  the  Chicago  level,  if  you  can  get  oats  without  duty,  if  there  is  a  surplus, 
there?     A.  If  the  oats  can  be  brought  in  without  any  duty. 

Q.  You  would  have  no  scarcity  in  your  section  ?  A.  We  have  no  scarcity  any 
year,  except  this  year.  I  think  some  six  or  seven  years  ago  we  had  a  scarcity  too. 
Now  last  year  there  was  a  lot  of  our  oats  bent  to  Manitoba  from  Western  Ontario. 
This  J  ear  it  is  the  reverse,  they  aro  sending  them  here.  Of  course,  in  Prince 
Edward  Island,  it  is  one  of  their  chief  sources  of  export. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  You  could  not  bring  oats  from  Prince  Edward  Island  hero  ?     A.  No. 
By  Mr.  Bain  : 

Q.  I  suppose  in  future  there  will  be  more  oats  sent  from  Manitoba  than  what  is 
going  to  go  there  ?  A.  Oh,  yes  ;  the  way  it  is  developing  there  will  be  no  more 
oatmeal  going  there.  Last  year  I  sent  oatmeal  to  British  Columbia;  this  year  I 
cannot. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  price  of  oats  this  time  last  year?  A.  I  cannot  tell  you 
that  from  memory.     If  it  is  neceBsary,  1  can  send  to  the  mill  hero  and  find  out. 

Q  There  wore  exported  $509,000  worth  of  oats?  A.  That  would  be  from  one 
and  a-half  to  two  millions  of  bushels. 

Q.  And  oatmeal  amounting  to  $i76,000  worth  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Bain  : 

Q.  Does  Ontario  export  c*.tmeal  to  the  Maritime  Provinces?  A.  Wo  supply 
the  Maritime  Provinces  nearly  altogether. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  They  don't  mannfactare  mach  ?     A.  I  think  they  are  making  a  little   more 
this  year  than  formerly. 
By  Mr.  Bain : 
Q.  For  the  local  wants  ?     A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Gillmor  : 
Q,  What  is  the  cost  ol  building  a    fair   oatmeal   mill  ?     A.  There   is   one  mill 
running  here  worth  $30,000. 
By  Mr.  Bain  : 
Q.  What  is  her  capacity  ?     A.  225  barrels  a  day.     Tou  will  get  a  very  good  mill 
for  $8,000  or  810.000.     It  costs  about  the  same  as  a  flour  mill. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  Tou  said  a  little  while  ago,  it  took  10 J  bushels  of  oats  to  make   a  barrel  of 
oatmeal?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  much  is  the  refuse  worth  ?  A.  It  depends  a  good  deal  on  the  location 
what  you  get  for  it.     It  is  worth  from  15  to  20  cents  a  barrel. 

Q.  The  refuse  on  10^  bushels  is  only  worth  15  cents?  A.  This  year  it  is  worth 
more. 

Q.  Your  barrel  is  196  pounds  is  it  not?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  lOJ  bushels  weighs  nearly  400  pounds?  A.  Yes,  but  there  is  only  about  19 
or  20  pounds  of  meal  coming  out  of  a  bushel. 

Q.  There  most  be 200  pounds  of  refuse?  A.  Well,  there  is  no  gauge.  There  is 
only  a  few  pounds  of  offal  left.  There  is  a  great  shrinkage  in  drying.  I  think 
there  is  not  over  5  pounds  to  the  bushel,  of  offal. 

Q.  It  takes  10 J  bushel,  357  pounds,  to  make  196  pounds  of  oatmeal,  that  would 
be  161  pounds,  between  drying  up  and  offaL  About  what  weight  of  offal  is  there  ? 
A.  4  or  5  pounds  to  the  bushel. 

Q.  That  would  be  40  pounds  to  the  barrel,  what  would  it  be  worth  at  the  present 
time  ?    A.  15  to  20  cents  on  the  barrel. 

Q.  What  does  it  cost  to  manufacture  a  barrel  of  oatmeal  in  your  mill  ?  A.  It  is 
generally,  when  we  run  steady,  that  the  offal  would  pay  the  hands. 

Q.   How  many  barrels  would  you  make  in  24  hours  ?    A.  90  barrels. 
Q.  Water  mills?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  many  men  do  you  employ  in  it?    A.  From  3  to  6  men. 
Q-  To  make  90  barrels  how   many   men   does   it  take?     A.  Well,  6,  I  think, 
would  make  90  barrels. 

Q.  It  requires  6  does  it  ?     A.  Yes.  o     a    n 

Q.  Then  the  offal  would  pay  the  whole  expenses  of  the   manufacture  !     A.  I'ay 

the  hands,  yes.  ^„  „„       „„  „„      , 

Q    More  than  the  hands  ?     A.  The  hands  would  amount  to  $8.00  or  $9.00  a  day. 
q.  The  offal  would  be  90  times  15  or  20  cents,  which  would  be  $13.50  or  $18.00  ? 
A.  When  we  run  steady  we  don't  get  that  price  for  offal. 
By  Mr.  Bain  : 
Q.  Feed  is  high  this  year  ?     A.  It  i^  scarce.  ^     ,     ^  ^  ^  „       „ 

Q  What  did  you  get  for  it  this  time  last  year?  A.  I  cannot  tell.  We  are 
getting  about  double  the  price  just  now  we  were  getting  in  former  years.  For  the 
best  kind  of  offal  we  get  60  cents  a  100,  and  from  that  down  to  40  cents.  There  are 
Sree  kinds  of  offal.  1  have  sold  it,  some  of  it  for  $1.50  to  $2.00  per  ton,  and  the  out- 
Bide  hulls  I  have  thrown  down  the  river.  _,  .  ^  j    j.    ^i, 

0  What  proportion  of  it  is  there?  A.  There  is  not  over  two  pounds  to  the 
bushel',  probably  worth  60  cents,  half  a  cent  a  pound,  but  for  the  hulls  at  the  present 

*'"VThlfdf  yorget^tThu^  just  now?  A.  $7  or  $8  a  ton ;  I  think  some 
of  the  ciry  men  use  them  instead  of  oats,  chopped  We  used  to  sell  them  for  packing 
eggs  but  now  it  is  not  the  egg  packers  who  are  buying  them,  it  is  the  fesd  dealers 


who  are  buying  them. 
3—25 
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By  Mr.  Fisher : 

Q.  About  what  valae  is  your  mill.    Do  you  know  what  your  90  barrel  mill  will 
cost  ?     A.  1  got  it  for  about  halt  its  value  three  years  ago. 

Q.  I  don't  mean  that  at  all;  I  mean  what  would  a  90  barrel  mill  cost  7    A.  My 
mill  now  woold  cost  from  «10,000  to  $12,000. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  What  did  it  cost  you  ?     A.  I  fitted  over  a   flour  mill  to  an  oatmeal  mill  and 
it  cost  me  S6,00i)  to  fit  it  over. 
By  Mr.  Fisher: 

Q.  I  suppose  a  100  barrel   mill   would   cost  about  84,000?     A.  Ton  can  build 
much  cheaper  a  smaller  property  and  less  capacity. 

Q.  1  mean  a  capacity  of  100  barrels?     A.  A  mill  with  a  capacity  of  100  bar- 
rels would  cost  fiom  812,000  to  $15,000. 
Bi/  the  Chairman: 

Q    Tou  have  a  flour  mill  and  an  oatmeal  mill  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Have  you  any  combination  in  the  flour  business  ?     A.  I  think  the  flour  mills 
would  be  ouly  too  glad  to  get  one  if  they  could. 

Q.  There  is  no  combination  then  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  Bat  there  is  a  combination  in  the  oatmeal  mills?  A.  There  is  an  association. 

Q.  Do  you  find  the  profits  very  satisfactory  ?    A.  Well,  I  am  not  doing  much  in 
flour. 

Q    In  which  are  the  profits  the  most  satisfactory?     A.  We  make  a  sure  thing 
in  the  gristing,  but  it  is  a  small  quantity. 

Q.   Why  do  you  not  manufacture  flour?    A.  One  reason,  is  that  I  cannot  see 
much  profit  in  it. 

Q.  There  is  no  money  in  it?     A.  No. 

Q.  But  you  do  find  a  good  profit  on  the  meal  ?     A.  We  do  not  complain  of  the 
profits  if  we  could  only  make  the  sales. 

Q.  But  you  will  make  sales  ?     A.  The  prices  have  been  kept  up,  but  they  are 
lower  tc-day. 

By  Mr.  Fisher : 

Q.  Why  will  you  lower  the  prices  ?     A.  One  reason  is  that  the  oats  are  lower, 
and  another  is  that  meal  is  coming  in  from  Manitoba. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  It  has  got  the  benefit  of  our  market  ?     A.  The  benefit  of  our  association,  I 
think  they  could  bring  it  in  and  undersell  us  at  the  prices  our  oats  are. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  Is  the  Manitoba  meal  good  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Have  you  attempted  to  regulate   what  you  shall  pay  the   farmer   for  oats  ? 
A.  No. 

Q.  Yon  have  not  attempted  to  do  so  ?     A.  It  was  talked  about,  but  it  could  not 
be  put  into  operation. 

Q.  You  made  an  arrangement  ?     A.  Well,  we  talked  about  it. 

Q.  What  was  the  arrangement  ?     A.  That  each  one   should  pay  a  certain  price 
to  the  farmers  at  their  mills,  and  the  majority  did  not  think  it  would  be  carried  oat. 

Q.  So  that  you  did  not  try  to  do  it  ?     A.   We  did  not  try  to  do  it  at  all. 

Q.  You  have  your  minute  book  down  here  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  If  you  had  American  oats  free  here  yon  could  keep  out  the  Manitoba  meal, 
could  you  not  ?  You  say  they  are  coming  in  now,  because  your  oats  are  so  much 
higher  than  in  Manitoba  ?  A.  I  do  not  know,  I  am  sure,  what  effect  that  would 
have.  If  we  could  get  American  oats  laid  down  cheaper  than  Manitoba  oats  and  if 
there  was  a  market  for  the  meal,  why  we  would  take  Chicago  oats  every  time. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  ; 

Q.  You  would  buy  where  you  could  get  them  cheapest?    A.  Yes. 
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By  Mr.  Guillet  : 
Q.  You  say  Chicago  oats  are  31  cents  and  32  cents  per  bushel  ?     A.  We  could 
lake  in  Chicago  oats  now  if  they  were  lower. 

Q.  Tou  told  me  the  price  of  Chicago  oats  was  32  cents  a  bushel  ?     A.  Yes. 
Q.  Then  if  there  was  no  duty  you  could  bring  them  in  for  three  cents  a  bushel 
to  any  port  on  Lake  Huron  ?     A.  Yes,  and   with  allowing  for  taking  them  to  the 
mill,  &o.,  they  would  cost  38  cents  per  bushel. 

Q.  What  are  oats  selling  at  in  your  neighborhood  ?     A.  Forty  cents  in  Toronto, 
That  is  the  car  lot  price. 

Q.  At  that  rate  you  would  get  your  oats  two  cents  a  bushel  cheaper  ?     A.  Yes. 
Q.  That  would  be  a  difference  in  your  favor  and  would   bring  the  prices  down  ? 
A.  Yes. 

£y  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Did  you  give  the  quotation  for  May  oats  or  the  present  quotation  ?    A.  May 
oats.    I  think  that  present  oats  are  a  little  cheaper. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  What  are  the  quotations  for  to-day — April  ?     A.  I  cannot  say. 
Q.  What  were  the  prices  for  a  few  days  or  a  week  ago  ?    A.  About  a  couple  of 
cents  difference. 

Q.  That  would  probably  be  about  36  cents  then  ?    A.  Yes,  or  perhaps  37  cents. 
Q.  And  you  are  paying  now  about  40  cents  to  the  Canadian  farmer  ?     A.  Yes. 
Q.  What  is  the   present  duty  on  Chicago   oats  ?    A.  None,  if  we   export  the 
product. 

Q.  They  are  then  ground  in  bond?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  how  is  it  that  you  do  not  get  Chicago  oats  ?    A.  We  cannot  export. 
Q.  Not  for  export ;  you  would   have  to  pay  10  cents  duty  ?     A.  Yes ;    we  have 
more  oats  in  Canada   than  we  need  for  our  trade.     There  is  possibly  some   oats  sent 
out  from  Prince  Edward  Island  now,  but  they  are   cheaper  down  there.     Five  years 
out  of  six  we  have  a  surplus  in  western  Ontario. 

Q.  Then,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  duty  on  Chicago  oats  does  not  influence  the 
price  of  your  oats  ?  A.  Of  course  if  there  was  no  duty  and  the  freight  was  low,  it 
would  keep  oats  down.  It  would  just  add  to  the  value  of  the  oats  if  we  had  a  short 
«rop.  The  value  would  be  the  cost  price  and  the  carriage  to  the  country  to  which 
they  were  coming.     We  can  get  it  that  way  now  by  exporting  the  meal. 

Q.  But  the  price  is  regulated  by  the  competition  in  Canada — by  the  supply  in 
Ontario?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Entirely  ?    A.  Yes,  by  the  home  supply. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  Did  you  ship  any  oats  from  Ontario  formerly?     A.  Two  years   ago   there 
was  a  large  quantity  shipped  to  the  old  country,  along  the  Canada  Southern. 

Q.  You  stated  just  now  that  the  Manitoba  meal  competed  with  you  and  was 
likely  to.  What  is  the  freight  on  the  finished  article  and  on  the  oats  down  here? 
Would  it  be  an  advantage  to  them  to  make  it  into  meal  and  then  ship  it  ?  A.  I 
think  it  is  just  about  the  same. 

Q.  A  barrel  of  meal  would  cost  just  about  the  same  as  ten  bushels  of  oats  ?  A, 
No.  There  is  100  lbs.  in  a  barrel  of  oats.  They  will  deliver  it  in  Toronto  the  same 
as  in  Montreal,  so  that  we  have  the  carriage  from  Toronto  to  Montreal  against  us. 

Q.  They  charge  the  same  rate  per  lb.  for  meal- as  for  oats?  A.  Yes;  that  would 
be  against  our  farmers. 

Q.  In  the  meantime  it  strikes  your  trade?     A.  Yes;  and   if  we   have  a  good 

crop  next  year,  as  we  promise  to  have,  the  farmers  will  have  to  take  less  for  their  oats. 

Q.  If  the  Manitoba  oais  are  good  for  meal,  there  will  be  a   tendency  towards  a 

milling   trade  growing  up  there  ?    A.  Yes ;  the  same  as  in  Western  Ontario,  where 

the  mills  are. 

Q.  Have  you  any  idea  of  the   capacity  of  the  oatmeal  mills  m  Manitoba  I    A. 
There  are  three  or  four  mills  up  there — one  in  Winnipeg,  one  m  Portage  Ta  Pradrie^ 
and  one  in  Brandon; 
3—25^ 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  say  the  price  of  oats  in  your  place  is  40  cents  ?     A.   Yes. 

Q.  And  yon  sold  a  barrel  of  rolled  oats  by  the  car  load  for  how  much  ?  A.  Tc 
what  point  ? 

Q.  To  Toronto?    A.  $16.10. 

Q.  And  twenty  miles  away  from  your  place?     A.  The  same. 

Q.  And  it  takes  10^  bashels  to  the  barrel.     A.  For  rolled  oats  it  takes  more. 

Q.  How  much?    A.  Twelve  bushels. 

Q.  For  rolled  meal  how  much  ?     A,  About  the  same. 

Q.  About  10^  bushels?    A.  About  10^  bushels. 

Q.  At  40  cents  per  bushel  that  would  be  how  much?     A.  84.20. 

Q.  And  you  sold  it  for  $5.85.  A.  No ;  you  could  only  take  the  average  price 
between  these  three  ? 

Q.  The  average  price  would  be  $5.60?  A.  The  average  price  would  be  about 
$5.46,  $5.35  to  $5.60,  and  $5.60  to  $5.86;   the  average  being  about  $5.45. 

Q.  You  say  there  is  d,  standard  for  oatmeal.  Of  100  barrels  how  much  would 
be  standard  ?    A.  About  50 . 

Q.  And  how  much  granulated  ?     A.  26  of  each  of  the  others  ? 

Q.  Of  each  of  the  others  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  much  would  that  average.     I  make  it  S{5.53?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  raw  material  costs  how  much  ?    I  think  you  said  $4.20  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  the  offal  pays  for  the  manufacture  ?    A.  It  pays  the  expensesi 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  You  said  it  paid  xhe  wages  ?    A.  Yes ;  the  hands. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Well,  now,  take  an  average  ?    A.  Ob,  it  does  not  pay  that  now,  because  we 
are  doing  nothing.     Several  mills  are  about  idle.     We  are  doing  no  export  trade. 
Q.  $4.20;   what  does  the  barrel  cost?    Ai  30  cents. 

Q.  That  would  be  $4.50  ?    A.  Yes  ;  and  the  freight. 

Q.  How  much  is  that  ?    A.  It  would  average  25  cents. 

Q.  What  is  the  freight  to  Toronto  ?  A.  22  cents.  There  is  also  the  freight  to 
Kingston. 

Q.  Where  do  you  sell  the  most  of  your  product  ?    A.  I  think  I  sold  the  most  of 
it  in  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  But  the  price  is  higher  there  ?    A.  Yes. 
By  the  Chairman  ; 

Q.  You  pay  22  cents  to  Toronto;  what  do  you  pay  from  your  place  to  Halifax  ? 
A.  68  cents  to  Halifax  and  the  same  to  St.  John,  and  22  cents  to  Toronto. 

Q.  Your  freight  to  Toronto  is  22  cents,  and  your  freight  to  places  west  of 
Toronto  would  be  somewhat  less  ?  A.  Between  Toronto  and  London  less,  and  when 
you  get  west  of  London  higher  again. 

Q.  That  would  be  79  or  80  cents  a  barrel  profit.  Ninety  barrels  a  day  is  your 
capacity?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  would  be  quite  a  large  profit  ?    A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Fisher: 

Q.  What  is  the  price  in  Halifax?    A.  $5.80. 

Q.  What  is  the  price  in  Toronto?     A.  $5.45. 

Q.  And  what  is  the  differenbe  in  freight  ?     A.  46  cents. 
By  the  Chairman  ; 

Q.  What  is  your  allotment,  2,800  barrels  ?     A.  Yes ;  I  am  entitled  to  sell  234 
barrels  in  the  month.     That  would  be  about  9  barrels  for  25  days  in  the  month. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  When  you  say  the  offal  pays  the  wages,  do  you  mean  the  wages  the  whole 
year  round  on  what  you  sell  in  this  country  ?    A.  No. 

Q.  Or  would  you  have  to  run  all  the  time  to  make  the  offal  pay  the  wages  ?  A. 
The  trouble  in  the  way  we  have  been  running  came  in  this  way :  I  built  a  mill  along 
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■with  many  others  larger  than  we  required.     Until  last  year  we  did   not  know  how 
many  mills  there  were,  or  how  much  they  could  do. 

Q.  It  was  the  good  business  that  tempted  you  into  this  a  few  years  ago  ?  A. 
We  have  always  been  in  the  business.  We  doubled  our  capacity  and  others  did  tha 
same. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (^WentwortK)  : 
Q.  Have  you  any  other  prospect   except  the  remedy  of  the  suppression  of  pro- 
duction ?    A.  If  we  could  get    a  bigger  market ;  or  if  the  export  trade  would  spring 
up,  or  a  market  be  opened  in  the  United  States. 

Q.  If  we  had  reciprocity  it  would  help  you  ?  A.  We  would  be  on  an  equality 
with  theii"  mills. 

Q.  The  advantage  you  would  expect  from  that  would  be,  that  you  would  be  close 
the  American  market  ?  A.  The  closer  we  are  to  a  market  the  better,  the  cost  being 
equal. 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  How  do  you   account   for   oats   being  40  cents  at  your  place  and  47  cents  ia 
Toronto  ?     A.  That  is  street  receipts. 

Q.  Do  you  buy  it  by  the  car  load  when  you  are  buying  now?  A.  If  we  bought 
it  by  the  car  load  it  would  cost  us  43  or  44  cents,  the  same  as  in  Toronto. 

Q.  Where  do  you  buy  ?    A    Prom  farmers'  waggons  just  now.     If  you  look  at 
the  exchange  market  you  will  see  that  I  am  right  there. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Weniwortk)  : 
Q.  What  is  the  car  load  quotation  in  Toronto  ?   A.  Yesterday  it  was  43  to  44  cents. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Manitoba  oats  has  frozen   wheat  in  it  ?     A.  Yes  ;  and  the  oatmeal  has  wheat 
in  it  too. 

By  Mr.  Bain  ( Wentworth)  : 
Q.  Has  that  been  done  to  work  off  the   frozen   wheat  ?     A.  I  do  not  know,  but 
it  was  there. 

Q.  What  percentage  would  there  be  of  frozen  wheat  ?  A.  I  have  seen  samples 
of  meal  and  there  was  wheat  in  it. 

Q.  Is  tit  noticeable  to  a  large  extent  ?   A.  It   would  not  hurt  the  oats  for  feed. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  You  make  each  man  in  the  association  make  a  statutory  declaration  before  a 
notary?    A.  Yes.     (Exhibit  386.) 

Q.  Who  collects  these  assessments  ?     A.  They  are  paid  in  to  the  treasurer. 
Q.   Who  is  tbe  treasurer  ?     A.  J.  D.  Moore,  of  St.  Mary's ,  he  makes  a  draft. 

By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 
Q.  Is  there  a  large  demand  for  oatmeal  in  Great  Britain  ?     A.  Yes,  sir,  now. 
Q.  Where  ia  that  supplied  from  ?    A.  From   the   mills  of  the  United   States. 
Most  of  the  millers  in  the  United  States — I  know  a  great  many  of  them — went  from 
Canada.    Two  of  them  had  the   mills   that  I  have  now  ;  they  went  over  and  built  a 
mill. 

Q.   Are  they  exporting  ?     A.  No  ;  it  is  only  for  the  home  trade. 
Q.  But  with  reference  to  the  trade  of  Great  Britain  ?    A.  They  only  sell  refuse, 
the  very  poorest  sittings. 

Q.  I  am  speaking,  however,  of  other  dealers?  A.  Yes;  they  came  in  compe- 
tition with  us,  but  we  held  our  own. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  oats  that  were  exported  whole  or  in  their  natural 
state  were  ever  manufactured  over  there  ?  A.  I  do  not  know,  but  I  do  not  think  so, 
because  it  is  Eussian  and  Swedish  oats  that  are  coming  in. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether   it  is  possible   to  make  the  same  quality  of  oatmeal 

from  our  oats   as   they   make   over   there  ?    A.  I  do  not  know,  but  I  have  heard  it 

stated  by  men  coming  out  that  the   meal  was  better  there.     Whether  it  is  or  not  I 

cannot  say ;  I  have  never  used  any  of  their  meal. 

By  Mr.  Fisher : 

Q.   You  have  never  come  in  contact  with  the  Scotch  oatmeal  millers  ?    A.  no^ 
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Q.  I  have  heard  that  they  consider  the  Scotch  oats  better  than  any  they  import? 
A.  I  know  that  they  do  consider  them  better. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  Do  they  use  Kassian  and  Swedish  oats  now  ?     A.    Yes ;  I  do  not  think  they 
use  much  of  their  home  oats. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  You  say  some  millers  have  gone  into  the  United  States  from  your  neighbor- 
hood to  manufacture  there.  What  induced  them  to  do  that?  A.  They  saw  more 
money  in  it.  Tbey  have  gone  there  within  tbe  last  dozen  years.  I  know  three  or 
four  who  have  gone.  I  meet  them  occaeionally,  and  they  are  still  carrying  on  busi- 
ness there. 

Q.   Do  you  hear  whether  they  are  satisfied  with  the  work  there  ?  A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Do  they  seem  to  think  that  they  have  done  better  than  if  they  had  stayed 
here?  A.  They  do  not  care  much  about  Canadian  mills  getting  in.  I  heard  one  of 
them  ask  what  they  wou'd  do  when  the  Canadian  mills  got  in,  and  he  said  it  waa 
time  enough  to  fight  the  devil  when  you  met  him. 

Q.  Have  they  a  combination  as  you  have?    A.  I  think  they  have. 

Q.  You  are  not  familiar  with  their  combination  ?    A.  No. 
By  the  Ohairman  : 

Q.  Who  are  theee  men  you  refer  to?  A,  John  Forest,  formerly  of  Woodstock; 
Alex.  Forest,  formerly  of  Embro.  Both  the  Forests  were  in  oar  neighborhood, 
Stewart,  of  Chicago,  formerly  of  Ingersoll,  and  Douglas  is  in  partnership  with  him. 
They  have  mills,  one  in  Chicago  and  another  in  Cedar  Jiapids.  Douglas  is  an  Amer- 
ican. There  is  another  mill  in  JoUiete  which,  I  think,  a  Gait  man  is  running. 
There  is  one  good  thing  that  this  association  has  done,  it  has  induced  the  mills 
to  make  good  meal. 

Q.  You  say  you  shut  some  mills  down  ?    A.  Bat  they  are  paid. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  ; 

Q.  You  pay  10  mills  to  stand  idle  ?     A.  But  they  did  not  make  good  meal. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  Could  your  mills  stand,  if  the  duty  were  removed  from  both  oats  and  meal  ? 
A.  We  cannot  be  any  worse  than  we  are. 

Q.  You  would  be  contented  to  have  competition  here  if  you  could  get  an  entry 
into  the  United  States  ?     A.  Yes. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned. 


House  op  Commons,  Ottawa,  20ih  April,  1888. 

The  Committee  on  alleged  Trade  Combinations  met  this  morning,  Mr.  Wallace 
in  the  chair. 

The  Chairman. — I  want  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  evi- 
dence of  Mr.  Eoss,  Secretary  of  the  Oatmeal  Millers'  Association .  1  asked  him  for 
his  minute  book,  and  he  said  that  he  had  left  it  down  at  the  hotel,  but  promised  to 
bring  it  up  after  the  meeting  was  over.  When  he  brought  it  up  to  me  I  noticed 
that  although  he  had  said  that  the  association  was  formed  during  the  summer — I 
think  he  said  in  June— the  first  of  the  minutes  here  (Exhibit  38c)  are  dated  Novem- 
ber 4th,  1887.  I  called  his  attention  to  it  and  he  could  not  account  for  it  but  said  he 
was  not  secretary  at  that  time.  The  writing  was  in  another  hand  than  his.  A  close 
examination  of  the  book  showed  that  at  least  the  six  first  leaves  were  torn  out,  as 
the  leaves  are  left  on  the  opposite  side,  and  the  first  meeting  reported  here  refers  to 
the  by-laws  and  officers  of  the  association  and  executive  committee,  showing  that 
the  organization  was  fully  formed  before  this  first  minute  recorded  here.  Mr,  Eoss 
also  stated  that  there  was  no  combination  or  no  arrangement  to  buy  oats ;  that  it 
was  brought  up  but  nothing  whatever  was  done,  but  I  find  by  the  minutes  of  the- 
meeting  held  in  Toronto  on  December  2nd,  1887:  "Moved  by  W.  Thomson,  second- 
ed by  P.  Martin,  and  resolved,  that  Mr,  Payne,  Stratford,  be  appointed  oat  buyer  for 
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the  members  of  this  agsociation,  and  that  each  miller  buying  oar-loads  of  oats  shall 
pay  Mr.  Payne  the  sum  of  $1.50  per  car  for  each  car  bought,  and  that  the  oat  buying 
be  under  the  supervision  of  the  secretary. 

"  It  was  also  resolved  that  all  millers  buying  car-loads  of  oats  at  any  over  the 
price  which  may  be  fixed  by  the  association,  which,  until  further  advised,  shall  bo 
33c.  or  less  for  oats  weighing  not  less  than  34  lbs.  per  standard  bushel,  shall  pay- 
Mr.  Payne  the  sum  of  $1.50  per  car  the  same  as  if  the  car  had  been  bought  by  Mr. 
Payne,  and  that  Messrs.  Mcintosh  and  Barclay  be  exempted  from  this  resolution 
and  also  Messrs  McKay  &  Co.  and  Russell  be  exempted  on  any  lots  bought  by  them- 
selves east  of  the  Northern  and  North- Western  Railway,"  showing  that  there  was 
an  arrangement  for  the  purchase  of  oats  as  well  as  for  the  sale  of  oats,  and,  strange 
to  say,  these  resolutions  are  in  Mr.  JRoss'  own  handwriting.  At  this  first  meeting 
recorded  here  the  society  appeared  to  be  in  a  pretty  flourishing  condition,  for  they 
had  appointed  Mr.  Eoss  secretary  at  a  salary  of  $200  with  expeases  for  one  month. 


House  or  Commons,  Ottawa,  3rd  May,  1888. 

The  Committee  on  alleged  Trade  Combinations  met  this  morning,  Mr.  Wallace 
in  the  chair. 

Hbnet  Hatton,  sworn. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Would  you  give  the  Committee  your   name,   occupation   and    address?    A. 
Henry  Hatton,  bookkeeper,  Hamilton. 

Q.  You  are    peoretary  of  the   Stove  Makers' Association?    A.  Canadian  Iron 
rounders'  Association. 

Q.  Who  is  president?    A.  William  Burrow. 

Q.  Who  is  vice-president  ?-    A.  W.  J.  Copp. 

Q.  Canadian  Founders' Association ;  what  class  of  manufactures  does  that  include 
• — agricultural  implements  ?     A.  No ;  just  stoves.  . 

Q.  What  firms  comprise  it.     How  many  firms  are  members  of  it?    A.  About 
17  or  18—18  I  think. 

Q.  All  the  stove  manufacturers  in  Canada?    A.  Not  all  I  think.    Some   do  not 
belong  to  it. 

Q.  Do  all  the  large  ones  in  Canada  ?    A.  Yes ;  all  the  large  ones. 

Q.  What  are  the  objects  of  this  association.     Have  yon   a   constitution?    A.  I 
have  only  been  tecretary  for  the  last  two  months. 

Q.  Ajcq  these  the  buoks  ?     A.  Yes ;  that  is  the  letter  book. 

Q.  Where  is  your  minute  book  ?     A.  It  is  here.     (Exhibit  46a  and  6.) 

Q.  You  have  no  printed  constitution  ?    A.  No. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  When  was  the  association  organized  ?    A.  I  do  not  know. 
By  the  Ohairman  : 

Q.  You  have  only  been  bookkeeper  for  two  months  ?     A.   Yes ;  but  I  have  been 
in  the  stove  business  about  six  years  now.    I  do  not  know  anything  about  the   asso- 
ciation only  from  writing  a  few  letters  for  the  president.     I  should  rather    say   I  am 
assistant  book-keeper,  because  there  is  one  head  book-keeper  for  the  firm. 
By  Mr.  Quillet : 

Q.  You  have  been  assistant  book-keeper  for  Burrow,  Stewart  &  Milne  for  the 
last  6  years  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  are  now?    A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Gillmor  :  .       _ 

Q.  Are  the  foundries  in  the  Maritime  Provinces   in   your  association;   m  JNew 
Brnnswick  or  Nova  Scotia  ?    A.  No. 
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By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  many  stove  foundries  there  are  in  Canada  that  are  not  in 
your  association  ?     A.  I  cannot  tell. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  any  efforts  have  been  made  to  induce  them  to  come 
in  ?    A.  [  have  not  been  acquainted  with  it  long  enough  to  say. 


W.  J.  Copp,  sworn. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  is  your  name,  occupation  and  address?  A.  William  J.  Copp,  iron 
founder,  Hamilton. 

Q.  Of  the  firm  of—  ?     A.  Copp  Bros. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  business  ?  A.  In  the  business  of  an  iron 
founder  lor  about  30  years. 

Q.  In  stoves  all  that  time?     A.  Yes  ;  and  agricultural  implements. 

Q.  Are  you  in  agricultural  implements  now?     A.    Ses;  as  well  as  stoves. 

Q.  What  implements  do  yon  make?  A.  Ploughs,  harrows  and  similar  imple- 
ments. 

Q.  Do  you  manufacture  largely  of  these  articles  ?  A.  Pretty  largely.  Not  so 
largely  as  some  establishments. 

Q.  Have  you  a  combination  in  prices  in  those  articles  ?     A.  We  have  not. 

Q,  What  are  the  articles  you  manufacture  outside  of  stoves  ?  A .  Agricultural 
implements. 

Q.  Name  the  articles  ?   A.  Ploughs,  cultivators,  rollers,  harrows,  seed  drills 

y.  Fanning  mills  ?    A.  No.     Straw  cutters,  sulky  ploughs,  grain  crushers,  &o. 

Q.  There'is  no  combination  or  association  regulating  the  prices  for  these  articles? 
A.  Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Q.  We  had  one  witness  before  on  that  subject  whose  evidence  came  in  casually, 
but  I  wanted  to  ask  you  so  as  to  know.  He  was  making  implements  you  have  not 
mentioned.  We  wanted  to  have  the  whole  range.  Is  there  a  combination  fixing  the 
prices  of  stoves  ?     A.  There  is. 

Q.  What  classes  of  stoves  do  you  manufacture  ?     A.  livery  class  I  may  say. 

Q.  Coal  stoves  ?     A.  Coal  and  wood  particularly  and  parlor  stoves. 

Q.  Kitchen  stoves  and  parlor  stoves?  A.  Yes;  everything.  I  don't  think  there 
is  anything  in  the  line  of  stoves  we  do  not  make. 

Q.  You  do  not  make  precisely  the  same  stove  as  some  other  manufacturers? 
A.   We  do  not. 

Q.  Each  one  makes  his  own  peculiar  style?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  are  the  prices  then  of  the  different  styles  ?  How  are  the  prices  of  these 
different  styles  regulated  ?  A.  They  are  arranged  o  n  the  basis  of  weight  and  orna- 
mentation. 

Q.  Who  arranges  the  prices  ?  A.  Well,  the  committee  generally,  and  then  it  is 
brought  up  in  the  association  and  then  adopted. 

Q.  Wno  are  the  committee  ?     A.  There  are  various  ones. 

Q.  Membars  of  the  association  ?     A.  Yes ;  members  of  the  association. 

y.  Are  they  paid  experts?     A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Just  of  the  association  ?     A.  Just  members  of  the  association. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  Are  there  many  stove  manufacturers  not  in  the  combination  ?  A.  Oh  yes,  a 
large  number,  sir.  I  suppose  there  are  40  perhaps.  I  am  speaking  in  the  rough. 
There  may  be  50,  sir. 

Q.  Have  there  been  any  efforts  made  to  bring  the  m  in  ;    have  they  been  invited 
to  come  in  ?    A.  Not  for  some  years. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Betore  that  ?  A.  We  have  invited  them  years  ago  to  come  in,  some  of  them; 
not  all  of  them.     We  have  made  frequent  efforts  in  that  direction. 
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Q.  The  men   out  mostly  are  small  dealers  ?     A.  There  are  a  few  good  dealers, 
generally  small  dealers. 

Q.  Are  there  any  large  manufacturers  outside  the  association  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  are  they  ?     A.  William  Clendinning  and  Ives   of  Montreal,  these  ar® 
the  largest  manufacturers. 

Q.  Do  they  send  much  of  their  wares  westward  as  far  west  as  Toronto  or  Ham- 
ilton ?     A.  Very  little. 

Q.  They  don't  interfere  with  you  ?     A.  Very  little. 

Q.  Do  you  send  your  stoves  down  to  Montreal  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Some  of  the  western  manufacturers  are  outside  of  the  association  ?     A.  Yes  ; 
"there  are  western  manufacturers  outside  of  this  association. 

Q.  Who  ?  A.  It  is  difficult  for  me  to  give  you  their  names.  There  is  a  party 
in  Tilsonburg,  in  Guelph  and  another  in  Picton. 

Q.  Small  manufacturers  ?     A,  Yes;  running   small  shops.    There   are  a   good, 
many  up  the  Ottawa  outside  the  association  ;  a  great  number. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  I  suppose  you  agree  upon  a  uniform  price  for  similar  classes  of  goods  ?  A. 
We  do ;  yes. 

Q.  Any  fines  imposed  if  the  prices  are  broken  ;  if  the  rules  of  the  associatioa 
are  broken  ?     A.  Yes  ;  some  parties  are  fined  if  they  break  the  rules. 

Q.  Have  any  gone  out  of  the  association  ?  A..  Very  few  indeed.  I  don't  know 
of  one.     Yes,  I  remember  two. 

Q.  Has  the  effect  of  your  association  been  to  keep  up  prices  ?  A,  I  don't  think 
it,  sir. 

Q.  Not  to  raise  the  prices,  taking  into  consideration  the  cost   of  labor  and  the 
advance  in  material,  what  these  have  made  necessary  ?     A.  I  think  it  has  made  oar 
prices  uniform,  that  is  the  peculiar  feature.     All  our  prices  are  really  very  low. 
By  the  Chairman . 

Q.  Are  your  prices  such  as  to  afford  you  a  profit  to  carry  on  your  business  f 
A;  No,  sir,  it  does  not  afford  a  satisfactory  profit  at  the  present  time. 

Q.  Satisfactory  is  a  comparative  word.  Is  it  sufficient  to  enable  you  to  carry  on 
jour  business?     A.  Oh,  yes.     I  don't  think  it  pays  more  than  inte  rest  on  the  capital. 

Q.  Who  fixes  the  prices  ?     A.  The  association. 

Q.  Yourselves  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  A  man,  when  fixing  his  own  prices,  would  naturally  feel  inclined  tense  him.- 
«elf  pretty  well?     A.  Well,  there  are  laws  laid  down.    The  basis,  of  course,  is fixedi 

Q.  Who  makes  these  laws?     A.  The  association. 

Q.  Yourselves?     A.  Yes,  ourselves. 

Q.  You  fixed  the  price  in  accordance  with  these  laws?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  give  yourselves  your  profits.  You  surely  would  not  deal  out  profits 
with  a  niggardly  hand  ?  A.  Well,  there  is  so  much  competition  in  Canada  that  yom 
could  not,  even  were  you  so  inclined. 

Q.  Where  is  your  competition  from?  A.  From  ourselves.  It  really  cornea 
from  the  aesociation  itself.     That  is  where  the  great  competition  is. 

Q.  The  competition  to  sell.  The  competition  among  yourselves  does  not  reduce 
the  prices  one  fraction  then  ?  A,  Will  you  allow  me  to  explain.  For  instance,  tha 
association  has  been  in  existence  for  21  years.  The  spirit  of  the  association  has 
been 

Q.  Let  me  ask  one  question  now.  You  have  been  in  existence  21  or  22  years  1 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Theaesooiation  always  fixes  the  price?  A.  Yes.  The  spirit  of  the  associa- 
tion has  been  to  keep  the  prices  down  to  the  lowest  possible  point.  The  outside 
competition  may  have  something  to  do  with  that,  I  cannot  bay.  The  prices  have 
been  so  low  that  there  has  been  no  great  inducement  to  go  outside  the  associatioa 
80  far  as  the  prices  are  concerned.  That  has  been  really  the  spirit  of  the  existence  of 
the  association. 

Q.  Does  the  association  get  along  pretty  harmoniously?     A.  Yes,  very. 
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Q.  Do  the  members  comply  with  the  law  ?     A.  Oh,  yes, 

Q.  Do  you  manufacturers  not  consider  anything  else  than  the  prices  fixed  ?  A. 
In  the  association  ? 

Q.  Yes  ?    A.  No ;  no  great  difficulties  beyond  the  fact  that  occasionally   there 
are  really  mistakes  made  that  are  not  owing  to  a  disposition  to  undtrsell. 
By  Mr.  Guillet: 

Q.  Do  you  administer  any  form  of  solemn  declaration  to  members  of  the 
association?     A.  Yes;  there  is  a  monthly  declaration. 

Q.  Is  it  not  in  the  form  of  an  oath  ?  A.  Simply  that  they  agree  to  comply  with 
the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  association. 

Q.  Have  you  a  copy  of  that  ?  A.  You  will  find  it  in  the  minutes.  I  think  it 
is  in  1880. 

By  Mr.  Wood  (^Westmoreland)  ; 

Q,  Has  it  ever  been  more  profitable  than  now  ?  A.  Oh,  yes  ;  very  much  more 
«o. 

Q.  How  long  is  it  since  the  profitable  years?  A.  Well,  I  should  think  the 
profitable  years  were  about  4  or  5  years  ago,  Previous  to  that  there  were  very  good 
profits 

Q.  Previous  to  4 or  5  years  ago ?     A;  Yes;   very  fair  profits. 

Q.  The  prices  then  were  fixed  by  the  aesociation  the  same  as  they  are  now  ?  A. 
Just  the  same  way. 

By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  This  is  not  a  statutory  declaration  ?    A.  No. 

Q.  It  is  just  a  statement  that  they  have  not  broken  the  laws  of  the  association  ? 
A.  That  is  all ;  yes. 

By  Mr.  McKay : 

Q.  Is  that  done  by  the    book-keeper  or  clerk  ?     A.  It  is   generally  considered 
some  ol  the  members  of  the  firm,  still  the  book-keeper  can  make  the  declaration. 
By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 

Q.  Was  there  as  much  outside  competition  in  those  days  as  now?  A.  Well,  I 
should  suppose  not. 

Q.  Is  that  the  way  in  which  you  account  for  the  prices  being  higher  then  or  the 
marginal  profit  being  greater  then  than  it  is  now  ?  A,  I  should  account  for  it  from 
4he  simple  fact  of  the  statement  I  made  a  few  minutes  ago,  that  the  great  competition 
comes  from  the  members  of  the  association.  It  comes  in  this  way,  that  we  have 
developed  the  stove  to  such  a  degree  that  there  are  very  heavy  expenses  connected 
-with  it,  and  really  in  Canada  it  is  a  small  market.  It  really  exhausts  all  the  profits, 
that  is  the  real  secret  of  it. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  How  do  your  prices  compare  with  American  stoves  in  the  United  States  ? 
A.  Well,  taking  ihe  article  of  base  burners,  producing  the  same  base  burner  pre- 
cisely that  the  Americans  do,  oar  prices  are  less  than  theirs. 

Q.  At  home  ?  A.  In  this  country.  They  are  less  than  the  market  prices  in 
that  country. 

Q.  So  the  prices  in  Hamilton  are  less  than  the  prices  in  Buffalo  or  Detroit  ?  A. 


Q.  Same  stoves  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  You  make  the  same  patterns  ?    A.  We  do  very  much  in  baee  burners,  and 
consequently  you  may  draw  a  line  in  the  sale  of  base  burners. 
By  the  Chairman  ; 

Q.  What  is  the  difference  ?     A.  I  should  suppose,  taking  it  on  an  average  on 
Ihe  best  class  of  goods,  we  are  10  per  cent.   ]e.<s  tban  the  American  manufacturers, 

Q.  That  is  on  coal  stoves  and   base  burners  ?     A.  On  the  base  burners  ;  the 
first  class. 

Q.  How  about   cook  stoves  and  parlor  stoves  and  wood  burners?     A,  Well, 
^ood  shops ;  I  am  speaking  of  the  good  shops ;  I  am  speaking  of  the  first-class  shops. 
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Q.  The  same  quality  of  goods  ?  A.  We  are  about  the  same.  You  can  get  a 
very  low  grade  of  production,  and  the  Americans  run  that  way. 

Q.  What  do  you  call  the  low  grade  ?  A.  There  are  certain  grades  like  thes© 
used  in  New  Tork,  Philadelphia,  and  the  large  cities.  They  are  simply  light,  cheap 
goods,  and  these  are  a  little  less  than  our  prices. 

Q.  How  is  it  they  are  producers  of  cheaper  goods  ?  A.  I  will  give  it  to  yon  in 
a  cheaper  way.  I  was  last  week  at  Danville,  and  I  never  was  through  Pennsyl- 
vania before,  I  was  all  through  their  works  there.  They  have  these  iron  furnaces 
right  there  producing  iron,  and  they  have  Lehigh  coal  right  at  their  doors,  which 
Mr.  Vincent  told  me  cost  them  $3.26  per  ton,  and  this  gives  them  a  great  power  of 
producing  a  very  cheap  goods  of  a  certain  class. 

Q.  But  the  higher  class  of  goods,  do  they  make  them  at  Danville  ?    A.  They 
do,  yes  ;  but  they  do  not  make  the  best  class. 
By  Mr.  Gillmor  : 

Q.  Why  cannot  they  make  the  best  class  of  goods  with  these  facilities  ?  A.  Yon 
get  a  very  large  amount  of  labor  on  the  best  class.  This  labor  is  no  less  than  our 
own  ;  it  is  no  cheaper. 

By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  In  some  of  the  combinations  which  we  have  enquired  into  we  find  that  there 
is  an  arrangement  by  which  they  limit  the  production  of  the  article  manufactured. 
Do  you  do  that  ?  A.  We  do  not.  1  have  explained  to  you  the  spirit  of  the  combi- 
nation and  this  is  outside  our  natural  limits.     We  make  no  limit  in  any  sense. 

Q.  You  do  not  restrict  the  dealer  who  buys  from  you  as  to  prices  ?  A.  Our 
spirit  is  against  that  and  we  have  no  limit  in  the  manutacture.  They  are  perfectly 
iree  and  we  have  only  one  rale,  that  we  don't  make  the  same  goods. 

Q.  Therefore  there  is  competition,  inasmuch  as  you  vary  the  appearance  of  the 
goods?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  suppose  the  same  class  of  goods   might  vary  very  much  in  appearance  and 
decoration  ?    A.  Yes  ;  that  is  the  additional  price. 
By  th«  Chairman : 

Q.  Any  man  can  come  along  and  buy  your  goods  ?    A.   Yes,  sir ;  any  man. 

Q.  You  have  a  customer  in  one  place  selling  your  goods,  do  you  confine  your 
sales  to  him  or  do  you  sell  to  anyone  who  buys  any  quantity  that  you  wish  to  sell  ? 
A.  Different  houses  have  different  plan?.  Some  will  supply  two  men  in  the  city  or 
town  or  three  men,  while  others  will  only  supply  one.  They  are  perfectly  free  to 
act  as  they  see  fit. 

Q.  The  association  does  not  interfere  in  that  ?  A.  It  is  left  to  individual  de- 
cision. 

By  Mr.  Guillet: 

Q.  You  don't  all  manufacture  one  kind  of  stoves  ?  A.  ISTo ;  we  try  to  vary. 
Our  spirit  is  to  vary  the  kind. 

Q.  Therefore  there  is  competition  in  the  sales?     A.  Oh,  yes;  very  much, 

Q.  They  have  their  different  classes,  different  styles.  The  patterns  may  vary 
and  the  decoration  may  vary  and  they  may  be  at  the  same  prices  ?  A.  They  are  not 
classed  in  that  way.  They  are  only  classed  on  a  cast  iron  basis  and  the  decoration 
has  its  price, 

Q,  It  is  classed  upon  the  weight  of  metal  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Still  there  is  a  good  deal  of  competition  in  the  sales  ?    A.  Oh,  yes. 
By  the  Chairman.  : 

Q-  So  much  a  pound  for  metal.  How  much?  A.  Well,  they  vary.  They  vary 
according  to  the  rate  and  class. 

Q.  What  are  the  prices  ?  A.  Some  will  go  as  low  as  four  and  a-half  cents  and 
others  as  high  as  six  and  two-thirds  cents  a  pound  perhaps.  Perhaps  some  will  go 
as  high  as  seven . 

Q.  Are  the  decorations  added  to  that  ?     A,  Yes.     Then  we  pay  freights. 

Q.  You  pay  the  freights  where  ?  A.  To  all  points  which  produces  the  amount 
received.  When  we  say  we  get  seven  cents  for  the  very  highest  class  of  goods  that 
wonld  not  be  so,  because  we  pay  the  freights. 
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Q.  The  freights  may  be  a  cent  or  a  half  cent  ?  A.  Yes ;  the  freights  are  $1  some- 
times to  extreme  points. 

Q.  Do  you  pay  the  freights  to  Manitoba  ?  A,  Manitoba  is  under  a  different 
arrangement  altogether. 

Q,  The  prices  varv  from  4J  to ?     A.  Six  and  two-thirde. 

By  Mr.  McKay  ,- 

Q.  Yoa  don't  fix  your  prices  for  your  customers  ?     A.  No;  our  cnstomers  may 
sell  at  a  profit  or  sell  without  a  profit. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  What  was  the  cause  of  the  last  advance  ?  The  recent  5  per  cent,  advance^ 
There  were  two  advances  ?    A.  One  advance. 

Q.  What  was  it,  a  5  per  cent,  advance  or  a  10  per  cent,  advance  ?  A.  A  5  per- 
cent, advance. 

Q.  Due  to  the  increased  cost  of  labor?  A.  The  workmen  forced  us  into  a  10 
per  cent,  advance  on  wages  and  the  duty  advanced  fully  10  per  cent,  more  and  the 
5  per  cert,  does  not  cover  the  extra  cost  of  our  production.  We  have  to  buy  bolts 
and  everything  of  that  sort  at  an  advance.  We  only  advanced  5  per  cent,  while  wo 
were  forced  to  pay  about  10  per  cent,  advance  in  wages  and  other  things. 
By  Mr.  Gillmor  : 

Q.  Tbat  was  in  consequence  of  duties  being  placed  on  iron  ?     A.  The  duties  and 
wages  both.     There  was  a  strike  and  we  held  off  about  seven  weeks  because  we  were 
opposed  to  it  simply  because  we  thought  the  men    were  getting  quite  enough  wages. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.   What  do  you  pay  ?    A.  It  was  piece  work  in  nearly  every  department. 

Q.  What  wages  do  they  earn  ?  A.  They  will  earn — the  mechanics  will  earn 
from  S2  to  $3  per  day. 

Q.  These  are  the  iron  moulders?  A.  Iron  moulders,  stove  moulders,  nickel 
platers  and  employees  of  the  various  departments. 

Q.  They  have  had  from  $2  to  $S    per  day  ?     A.   $2  to  $3  per  day. 
By  Mr.  McKay:  f  J  f         J 

Q.  The  ornamentation  yoa  put  on  your  base  burners  now  has  a  tendency  to 
raise  the  price  ?  A.  Yes.  Of  course  you  cannot  put  on  the  ornamentations  without 
a  large  expenditure  and  these  ornamentations  have  become  very  elaborate. 

Q.  And  changing  of  patterns  ?     A.  Yes;  that  is  a  very  expensive  thing. 
ByMr.GiUmor:  ^  ^ 

Q.  These  laborers  would  get  from  $2  to  $3  a  day  for  steady  work?  A. 
No,  sir ;  the  moulders  don't,  simply  from  the  fact  that  the  requirements  of  the  country 
don  t  demand  it  or  won't  admit  of  it. 

Q.  This  is  the  class  of  men  who  get  the  highest  wages  ?  A.  They  do ;  yes.  Of 
course  if  our  mouldiDg  shop  is  stopped  it  affects  the  laboring  man  as  well  at  $1.25  a 
day. 

By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland')  : 

Q.  Does  your  association  do  anything  else  besides  regulating  the  price?  A. 
Yes;  it  regulates  patents,  for  instance.  There  is  a  rule  that  you  must  not  make  the 
same  pattern.     These  are  the  two  great  features  of  the  association. 

q.  U  It  not  for  discussing  the  cost  of  goods,  &c.  ?  A.  Well,  discussing  the  cost 
of  goods  and  everything  of  that  sort,  everything,  in  fact,  connected  with  iC 

(4.  iiave  you  an  association  fund  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  does  that  fund  amount  to  in  a  year  ?     A.  It  amounts  to  about  $4,000. 

y.  Jiach  year  ?  A.  We  have  no  fund  used  for  any  purpose,  no  other  fund  at  all 
in  any  shape.  ./  r     i-      » 

By  Mr.  McKay  : 

the  &t  "^62  40'°''  '^''^  ^'^  "^"^  "^^  ^^^  *°°  ^     ^'  ^^'^'^^  ^^  P®''  ^^^^-  '^^^  ^^  ^^°^^ 
By  Mr.  McDougall  (Pictou)  ; 

*u     ^'i  ^'^^i  \^  °°  *^®  ^^^°®  °^  ^'^^  '■^^  material      It  would  not  bo  10  per  cent  oa 
the  value  of  the  product  ?    A.  No. 
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Q.  The  increase  in  the  iron  duty  would  not  amount  to  10  per  cent,  on  the  value 
of  the  stove  ?    A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Quillet : 

Q.  Increase  on  the  raw  material  ?  A..  Two  and  a-half  per  cent,  or  about  that. 
Then  there  is  the  wages,  which  are  higher,  and  every  other  thing  that  goes  into  it. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  raw  material  had  advanced  10  per  cent  ?  A. 
Yes;  11  percent. 

By  the  Chairman  • 

Q.  What  is  the  weight  of  a  wood  stove  ?  A.  It  would  average  about  275 
pounds. 

Q.  What  price  do  you  sell  that  for  ?    A.  That  would  sell,  perhaps,  net  for  about 

Q.  About  %Vl1    A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  have  added  to  the  price  of  that  how  much?  The  price  would 
average  about  $16.25  and  we  call  it  $17,  about  5  per  cent,  would  bring  it  up  to  about 
%Vl. 

Q.  Seventeen  dollars  is  about  your  selling  price  ?    A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Quillet : 

Q.  So  that  the  increase  in  the  cost  of  a  stove  weighing  275  pounds  would  be  less 
than  30  cents  ?  A.  About  that.  Then  there  would  be  on  the  mould  about  10  per 
cent. 

Q.  And  you  have  not  raised  the  prices  of  base  burners?  A.  Yes;  we  have 
raised  the  price. 

Q.  In  February  you  had  not  raised  the  price  of  your  base  burners,  I  think,  I 
mean  your  firm  ?     A.  That  is  correct,  we  had  not  advanced  on  base  burners. 

Q.  I  see  one  of  your  circujars  here  says :  "  Please  note  that  an  advance  of  5  per 
cent,  has  been  made  this  day  on  copper  reservoirs,  hollow-ware,  agricultural  furnaces 
and  all  stoves,  with  the  exception  of  base  burners,  selfrfeeding  pot  stoves,  and  Globe 
and  Cannon  stoves."  That  is  your  advertisement  on  your  postal  card  ?  A.  Yes. 
That  refreshes  my  memory  now.  We  thought  that  the  prices  were  such  that  we 
really  should,  if  possible,  keep  the  prices  down.  We  were  out  of  the  season  for  them. 
My  mind  was  not  fresh  on  that  point. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  Globe  and  Cannon  stoves?  A.  These  are  simply 
round  bellied  stoves. 

Q.  Coal  stoves  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Not  base  burners  ?     A.  No. 
By  Mr.  Qillmor  : 

Q.  Do  you  send  stuff  to  the  Maritime  Provinces?    A.  Yes,  we  send  to  St.  JohD, 
Halitax,  f  redericton,   St.   Andrews   and  Monoton.     I  generally  travel  there  once  a 
year  myself.     I  like  the  trip. 
By  Mr.  McKay  : 

Q.  There  is  enough  competition  outside  of  our  association  to  regulate  prices  if 
you  put  them  up  too  high  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  If  you  were  inclined  to  do  anything  like  that  competition  would  meet  it  ? 
A,  Outside  of  the  Dominion  ? 

Q.  Yes  ?     A.  Yes,  outside  of  the  M.aritime  Provinces. 


Alexander  W.  Morris,  of  Montreal,  manufacturer,  sworn. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  do  you  manufacture  ?  A.  We  are  in  four  manufacturing  businesses, 
cordage,  binder  twine,  bags  and  plaster,  that  is  calcine  and  land  plaster. 

Q,  You  know  of  the  binding  twine  association  ?     A.  There  has  been  one. 

Q.  Were  you  a  member  of  it  ?     A.  Yes, 

Q.  For  how  long  ?  A.  Well,  it  was  continued  through  1836  and  for  a  greater 
portion  of  1887.    Then  of  course   it  was  running   for   the   months  of  January  and 
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February  of  this  year,  bat  it  had  no   effect   on   the   trade   of   the  country  this  year 
becanse  there  were  no  sales. 

Q.  What  was  the  object  of  the  association  ?  Have  you  a  constitution  ?  A.  No, 
the  constitution  ard  original  papers  are  down  in  Halifax,  but  I  can  explain  it  to  you. 

Q.  Bid  you  not  have  it  printed  ?     A.  No ;  it  was  just  an  arrangement. 

Q.  How  many  firms  joined  the  association  ?     A.  Five. 

Q.  Was  that  all  the  binding  twine  manufacturers  of  Canada  ?  A.  It  contained 
the  whole  of  them  in  1886,  but  one  in  l'£87  did  not  enter.  That  is  the  new  one 
which  started  in  Brantford. 

Q.  Was  it  in  operation  in  1886  ?     A.  No,  not  in  1886. 

Q.  When  did  you  cease  to  be  a  member  of  this  assooiation  ?  A.  Just  a  few 
weeks  ago,  only  about  six  weeks  ago.     I  cannot  give  you  the  exact  date. 

Q.  How  do  the  prices  of  Canadian  binder  twine  compare  with  the  prices  in  the 
United  States,  say  for  1887  ?  A.  I  think  for  the  greater  portion  of  the  year  the 
Canadian  prices  were  very  much  lower.  At  the  close  of  the  season  in  the  United 
States  there  was  an  arrangement  among  all  the  manufacturers,  and  the  prices  were 
reduced  considerably,  but  for  the  average  of  the  year,  I  think  the  Canadian  prices 
were  considerably  lower.     I  mean  the  prices  to  the  home  members. 

Q.  You  mean  to  the  Canadian  farmer  ?     A.  Yes,  to  the  Canadian  farmer. 
By  Mr.  Boyle : 

Q.  You  say  the  prices  were  considerably  cheaper  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  The  prices  to  the  dealer  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  were  your  prices  last  year  ?  A.  In  18  ?7  our  prices  were  10^  cents  less 
5  per  cent.,  and  freight  paid  to  destination  through  Oatario  ;  and  the  Owen  S3und 
freight,  horn  Montreal  to  Owen  Sound,  allowed  for  shipments  to  Manitoba  and  30 
days'  time. 

Q,  These  were  the  terms.  Do  you  know  what  were  the  prices  ?  That  was  the 
price  daring  the  whole  of  1887  ?  A,  That  is  what  we  sold  the  whole  of  our  output 
for  in  1887. 

Q.  What  were  the  prices  in  1886  ?  A.  The  prices  in  1886  were  10  cents,  less  5 
per  cent,  and  2J  per  cent.  There  was  a  trade  discount  of  2  J  per  cent.,  and  a  cash 
discount  of  5  per  cent,  for  the  same  freight  allowances. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  the  American  manufacturer's  prices  were  in  1887  ?  A. 
Well,  I  can  hardly  answer  that  question.  They  varied  a  good  deal;  but  I  could 
easily  get  the  information  for  you;  I  would  not  like  to  answer  it  oif  hand.  I  think 
I  could  get  it  even  here  in  Ottawa,  but  I  am  not  quite  sure. 

Q.  What  was  the  price  of  the  raw  material  during  last  year,  the  manilla  ?  A. 
Well,  of  course,  you  should  take  together  the  cordage  and  binding  twine.  On  bind- 
ing twine  there  are  two  prices  for  sisal  and,  for  manilla.  Some  years  we  used  half 
and  half,  but  this  year  we  do  not  use  sisal,  because  it  was  quite  as  dear  as  manilla, 
and  manilla  being  the  best  fibre,  we  used  that  altogether. 

Q.  What  is  the  difference  in  the  quality,  the  tension  of*  the  manilla  ?  A.  The 
manilla  is  a  much  longer  fibre  and  much  stronger. 

Q.  What  is  the  breaking  strain  of  binder  twine  ?  A.  I  should  think  manilla 
would  run  more  than  sisal. 

Q.  What  is  the  strain  ?  A.  Twine  running  six  hundred  feet  to  the  pound,  the 
breaking  strain  of  manilla  would  be  about  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  ten 
pounds. 

Q.  That  much  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Is  that  required  for  binders  ?  A.  It  is  not  necessary  on  a  new  binder,  but 
on  a  great  many  ot  the  old  binders  it  was  required. 

Q.  I  understood  that  about  80  pounds  was  all  that  was  required  ?  Q.  On  the 
new  binder  it  is  not  necessary  to  run  even  so  much. 

Q.  But  on  the  sisal  how  much  would  the  strain  run  ?  A.  Sisal  would  run  aboufc 
500  feet  or  perhaps  425  feet. 


BINDER   TWINE. 


39» 


Q.  So  that  for  the  same  tenBion  the  manilla  would  be  about  20  per  cent,  longer  ? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  therefore  20  per  cent,  cheaper  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  aie  the  objects  of  this  association  ?  A.  The  association  was  run  on  a 
pooling  business.  It  was  not  an  original  idea  at  all .  It  was  copied  from  the  Ameri- 
can Cordage  and  Binder  Twine  Pool,  that  is  each  manufacturer  had  a  stated  per- 
centage of  the  pool. 

Q.  He  had  a  stated  percentage,  what  do  you  mean  by  that?  A.  It  was  divi- 
ded up  on  the  basis  of  100  per  cent,  and  each  manufacturer  obtained  a  percentage  of 
the  whole  according  to  the  value  and  size  of  his  factory. 

Q  Do  yon  mean  that  all  the  selling  was  done  through  one  agent  ?  A.  Oh,  no; 
we  made  an  arrangement  giving  each  manufacturer  a  certain  percentage.  For  in- 
stance, we  had  thirty-three  per  cent.,  about  one-third. 

Q.  That  was  the  quantity  that  you  were  to  make  ?  A.  Of  the  quantities  that 
were  to  be  sold  in  Canada,  and  then  at  the  end  of  each  month  we  made  a  statement 
as  to  the  quantity  that  we  sold  in  that  month,  and  that  is  put  into  the  hands  of  th» 
superviser,  a  man  appointed  at  the  head  of  the  association,  and  if  we  have  exceeded 
our  percentage  we  paid  a  stated  amount  per  pound  into  that  pool,  which  was  dividedi 
among  the  manufacturers  that  ran  short  of  their  percentage. 

Q.  You  calculated  how  much  would  be  required  for  the  country's  consumptioR 
in  the  season  ?  A.  Each  manufacturer  could  sell  as  much  as  he  wished  but  if  ha 
sold  more  than  his  percentage  he  would  have  to  pay  so  much  per  pound  for  everj 
pound  over  that  percentage  in  that  pool. 

Q.  You  were  to  have  one-third.  How  much  were  you  permitted  to  sell  without 
paying  into  that  pool  ?     A.  One  third  of  all  that  was  sold. 

Q.  Yon  could  not  tell  until  the  season  was  over?     A.  No. 

Q.  Then  you  made  no  estimate  of  the  quantity  required  ior  the  season  ?  A.  Oh, 
we  made  an  estimate. 

Q.  How  much  did  you  sell  ?  A.  In  1886  about  600  tons  and  in  1887  about  650 
tons. 

Q.  Your  estimates  were  a  little  out  for  the  whole  country,  were  they  not  ?  Yoa 
had  not  enough  in  the  country  to  supply  the  demand?  A.  Last  season  there  was  a 
shortage  to  a  certain  extent  in  Manitoba.  Tnere  was  an  unusually  large  harvest 
there  and  farmers  did  not  give  their  orders  until  the  last  moment.  We  had  to  send 
twine  up  by  express  during  the  latter  part  of  the  season,  bat  farmers  were  surprised 
at  their  great  crop.  There  were  plenty  of  machines  in  the  country. 
Q.  A  surprise  all  round  ?     A.  Yes. 

£y  Mr.  Guillet  : 
Q.  What  is  the  present  price  of  binder  twine  ?     A.  That  I  could  not  answer.     L 
am  not  in  the  combination. 

Q.  You  are  making  it  ?     A.  I  could  not  answer  that. 

Q .  Are  yon  not  connected  with  the  association  ?  A.  No,  not  now ;  if  I  gave  yon 
my  present  price  it  would  be  giving  it  away  to  my  competitors. 

Q.  You  know  what  their  prices  are  ?    A.  No,  sir ;  I  could  not  tell  you. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Yoa  saw  the  evidence  stated  in    the  papers  ?     A.  You   mean  Mr.  Connor's, 
evidence  ? 

Q.  Yes  ?     A.  The  association  was  then  in  existence. 
Q.  Is  the  association  in  exiStence  now?    A.  No. 

Q,  You  went  out  of  it  and  afterwards  the  association  broke  up  ?  A.  The  asso- 
ciation is  now  broken  up  entirely.  There  is  no  cordage  combination  or  no  binding 
twine  association  in  the  country  at  the  present  moment. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  the  prices  were  when  the  association  was  in  existence? 
A.  Yes;  I  could  give  you  them  but  I  could  not  tell  now. 
Q.  We  have  them  ?     A.  Very  well. 
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By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  Are  prices  tending  lower  ?  Is  there  any  change  in  the  price  of  binder  twine  ? 
A.  There  has  been  a  drop  on  the  cordage,  but  the  binder  twine  has  not.  It  is  not. 
the  season  for  it  yet. 

By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  How  much  have  the  cordage  prices  dropped  ?    A.  I  could  tell  you  about. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  Yoa  can  give  us  the  percentage  ?  A.  Yes  ;  I  could  give  you  about  the  per- 
centage. 

Q.  As  far  as  binding  twine  is  concerned  the  market  is  not  established  yet  ?  A. 
]No ;  we  have  not  started  to  send  out  binder  twine.  There  has  been  a  drop  in 
manilla  rope,  lor  instance,  and  cordage  of  about  ten  per  cent. 

Q.  Since  the  combination  was  broken  up?     A.  Yes. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  This  ordinary  half  inch  rope,  what  do  you  sell  that  for?  A.  Rope  was 
aelling  for  about  lif  cents,  but  the  price  is  about  ten  per  cent,  lower  than  that. 

Q.  The  binder  iwine  and  the  manilla  sells  at  about  the  same  price.  A.  Yesj 
hut  it  is  much  harder  to  make. 

Q,  Is  it  twisted  more  ?  A.  It  is  twisted  much  finer.  A  spinning  machine  will 
not  turn  off  half  so  much.  The  ordinary  rope  yarn  is  about  double  the  size  of 
Wnder  twine. 

Q.  That  is  an  easy  operation  ?    A.  Oh,  yes  ;  that  is  an  easy  operation. 
By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  ; 

Q.  Has  there  been  any  drop  in  the  raw  material  ?  A.  Yes ;  the  market  is 
declining.  From  the  present  appearances  binder  twine  and  cordage  would  be  very 
much  lower  next  year  than  they  are  this  year. 

Q.  Yoa  say  there  is  ten  per  cent,  drop  in  the  price  of  rope  ?     A.  Yes ;  quite  ten 
per  cent,  on  the  raw  material. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  At  the  present  time  ?  A.  Not  for  present  delivery,  but  for  future  delivery 
•dnring  the  next  two  or  three  months.  Hemp  is  very  much  sold  at  future  delivery. 
You  very  rarely  buy  it  on  the  spot. 

Q.  The  chances  are  that  the  prices  will  be  lower  ?  A.  Yes  ;  for  next  season. 
For  instance,  you  can  buy  hemp  for  September  next  very  much  lower  than  you  can 
get  it  now. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  Where  do  you  buy  your  raw  material  ?  A.  All  the  hemp  comes  from  the 
Phiilipine  Islands,  but  we  buy  most  or  it  from  brokers  in  New  York  and  London,, 
-England. 

By  Mr,  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 

Q.  What  is  the  cost  of  this  raw  material  ?     A.  It  is  cheaper  because   the   crops 
Are  turning  out  very  much  larger  than  they  had  any  idea  of. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Was  there  not  a  combine  among  some  of  the  American  buyers  by  which 
they  bought  up  all  the  raw  material  that  they  could  lay  their  hands  on  ?  A.  The 
JJew  York  manufacturers  joined  together  under  the  form  of  a  company,  the  National 
Cordage  Com  pat  y,  and  they  bought  up  all  the  manilla  on  the  spot  and  to  arrive  for 
months  ahead,  and  effected  a  raising  of  prices. 

Q.  Is  that  still  operating  ?  A.  It  first  started  with  five  and  now  there  are 
about  twenty  manufacturers  in  it.  They  are  gradually  drawing  in  all  the  American 
manufacturers. 

By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  Do  you  make  a  lower  price  ?     Have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  making  a  lower 
price  than  at  home  ?    A.  Yes.     1  would   be   perfectly  willing   to   file  this   circular 
which  will  show  you  why  I  left  the  combination. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Are  the  prices  of  binding  twine  any  higher  now  than  when  you  had  the 
combination.    Yoa  are  quoting  prices  no  higher  than  before  ?     A,  JN  o. 
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Q.  Tou  would  be  willing  to  sell  a  little  lower  ?  A.  We  have  not  given  any 
quotations  in  binding  twine  lately,  because  we  had  most  of  our  orders  booked,  and 
in  addition  to  that  we  had  500  tons  of  binding  twine  in  stock,  and  a  great  deal  of 
that  was  raanufactured  the  latter  part  of  last  year.  It  was  £42  a  ton  in  January, 
but  DOW  you  can  buy  for  September  delivery  for  about  £30 . 

Q.  The  manufacturers  are  uot  likely  to  cut  prices  ?  A,  They  cannot  cut  prices 
unless  they  make  a  loss  upon  it.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  just  like  to  make  one  state- 
ment with  reference  to  this  combination.  It  worked  in  this  way  ;  we  were  obliged 
to  pay  in  every  month  one  and  a  half  cent  per  pound  for  all  that  we  produced  and 
sold  above  our  percentage.  That  went  to  strengthen  the  small  manufactories  in  the 
country.     It  was  not  helping  us  and  it  was  not  helping  the  trade, 

Q.  You  could  reduce  your  prices  that  much  ?    A.   Now,  we  are  simply   able   to 
give  that  benefit  to  the  trade  and  the  country  instead  of  to  the   small    manufactories. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 
Q.  How  much  ?     A.  One  and  a  half  cent  per  pound. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Q.  As  a  matter  ot  fact  have  you  reduced  the  price  ?     A.  I  said  that  we  have  not 
done  anything  on  binder  twine  as  yet.     On  binder  twine  we   hardly  paid   anything 
into  the  pool,  but  on  cordage  we  paid  every  month . 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 
Q.  I  suppose  that  this  500  tons  that  you  have  on  hand  was  made  in    the  combi- 
nation and  therefore  a  large  portion  of  it  was  taxed  to  that  extent  ?  A.  No;  it  was  not 
taxed.     There  is  only  a  tax  on  over  production. 

Q.  Was  there  any  over  production  ?     A.  No  ;  we  would  not  know  until  the   end 
of  the  season. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Ton  said  it  was  only  on  the  sales  you  made  ?    A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Quillet  : 
Q.  You  had  a  prospect  of  having  to  pay  on  that  500  tons  your  portion  of  it  ?     A. 
No ;  hecause  our  percentage  would  be  greater  than  500  of  the  whole. 

Q.  That  is  not  the  whole  of  what  was  made  ?     A.  We  are   still   manufacturing. 
Q.  If  you  had  entered  into  this  combination  this   quantity  would    be    liable   to 
this  discount  ?     A.  There  is  no  portion  of  it  liable  unless  I  receive  my  percentage. 

Q.  You  said  on  binder  twine  you  had  exceeded?     A.  No  ;  I  meant  on   cordage. 
We  ran  just  about  our  percentage  on  binder  twine. 

Q.  You  could  have  made  more  ?  A.  Yes ;  if  the  country  had  required  it  and 
we  had  thought  so. 

Q.  Would  you  have  made  it  but  for  the  fear  of  paying  ?  A.  No,  it  is  not  that : 
it  is  the  fear  of  carrying  it  over.  Binder  twine  runs  up  into  a  large  amount  of 
money. 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q.   You  simply   went  out  of  it  because  it  was  to  your   interest  to  go  out  ?     A. 
That  is  it  exactly.     I  felt  it  was  to  my  interest. 

By  Mr.  Guillet  ;  ,  „ 

Q.  You  want  to  run  to  your  full  capacity,  and  not  pay  anything  into  the  pool  ( 
A.  My  competitors  have  as  much  right  to  cut  under  me  as  they  please. 
By  Mr.  McKay  : 
Q.  You  are  large  manufacturers  ?    A.  We  manufacture  about  50  per  cent,  of  the 

binder  twine  and  cordage. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 
Q,  You  are  manufacturing  every  month  ?     A.  Yes  ;  this  would   not  have   been 
anything  into  our  pocket. 
By  Mr.  McKay : 
Q.  You  can  undersell  these  smaller  manufacturers  ?    A.  We  think  we  can  man- 
ufacture cheaper  by  manufacturing  on  a  large  scale. 
By  the  Chairman  ; 
Q.  How  many  men  have  you  at  work?     A.   220   just  now.     We  will  have  over 
300  before  the  end  of  the  year. 
3—26 
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Q.  Are  they  mostly  men  ?  A.  Yes;  men  and  boys  and  women  to  a  certain 
tent ;  about  30  women. 

Q.  What  wages  do  you  pay  to  your  skilled  men?  A.  Our  ordinary  laboi 
get  $1.20  and  $l.'<i5.  We  do  not  pay  any  man  less  than  $1.20,  and  we  pay  up  to 
per  day. 

By  Mr.  Guillet  . 

Q.  In  the  combination — I  am  not  quite  sure  that  I  remember  rightly — you  re 
late  the  prices  at  which  the  goods  should  be  sold,  as  well  as  the  quantity  to  be  &6. 
A.  Yes  ;  of  course . 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  But  you  cannot  say  that  prices  have  been   reduced   since  you  went  out? 
I  believe  some  of  *,he   manufacturers   have   cat  prices,  but  I  have   not   sold  a  sin 
pound  of  binier  twine  since  the  combination  was  broken  up. 

Q,  This  circular  of  yours  did  not  produce  any  effect  ?  A.  It  has  had  the  efl 
of  our  firm  goLting  a  great  many  congratalatory  letters. 

Q.  No  orders?     A.  No;  because  I  have   not   tried  to  sell.     We    have  a  gr 
many  orders  booked.  There  is  no  trouble  in  selling  our  twine,  as  we  have  a  good  na: 
By  Mr.  Guillet: 

Q.  I  suppose  you  took  orders  to  deliver   the   twine  at  market   prices?    A. 
guaranteed  that  if  there  is  a  drop,  we  will  give  the  benefit  of  it. 

Q.  You  have  a  large  number  of  orders  booked?    A.  Yes;  about  750  tons. 

Q.  Before  the  combination  was  broken  or  since?  A.  Most  of  these  orders 
booked  last  fall  before  any  prices  were  established. 

Q.  Pricts  are  not  established  yet  ?    A.  We  cannot  tell  what  prices  will  be  3 
In  cordage  they  have  been  cutting  very  hard  and   when   deliveries  of  binder  tw 
starts  they  may  try  the  same  tactics. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Your  orders  are  taken  for  the  1st  of  June  ?  A.  They  start  on  the  Ist  of  Ju 
We  may  start  at  the  latter  end  of  this  month,  and  then  it  continues  until  the  enc 
July. 

Q,  Your  share  of  the  pool  was  about  how  many  tons  according  to  last  year  ? 
I  cannot  remember  last  year,  but  I  can  remember  about  what  the  figures  were 
1886.  In  1886  we  had  one-third  in  the  pool  of  the  whole  amount  manufactured, 
paid  into  the  binder  twine  pool  and  we  manufactured  about  600  tons,  but  the  wh 
amount  sold  by  all  the  manufacturers  in  the  combination  was  a  trifle  under  1,! 
tons,  so  that  we  paid  into  the  pool  about  $500  for  the  whole  year.  It  was  only  oi 
few  tons. 

Q.  That  would  be  at  the  rate  of  IJ  cent  per  pound?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  At  the  present  time  you  have  as  much  manufactured  or  you  have  ord 
taken  this  year  for  more  than  your  share  ?    A.  No,  I  have  not. 

Q.  I  thought  yoa  said  you  had  orders  for  750  tons  ?  A.  Our  share  would 
greater  than  that  for  this  year. 

Q.  From  the  larger  consumption  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  many  tons  do  you  expect  to  make  by  the  end  of  the  season  ?  A.  Ab 
that  or  800  tons. 

Q.  I  thought  you  had  that  much  sold  that  you  knew  of  ?  A.  No  ;  about  1 
tons. 

Q.  But  you  have  orders  for  750  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  most  of  your  orders  are  in  ?  A.  Yes ;  but  as  I  said  these  are  guar 
teed  rates,  that  is  if  the  prices  are  reduced  we  will  reduce  ours.  We  are  not  delii 
ing  yet,  so  we  do  not  know  what  the  price  will  be. 

Q.  Have  the  prices  already  been  fixed  by  the  association,  or  are  the  prices  fi: 
already— association  prices?  A.  In  most  cases;  but  we  have  heard  of  sales  at  lesi 
heard  of  one  only  yesterday.  Our  sales  were  made  at  those  prices,  but  have  to  cc 
down  to  what  the  price  is.  I  guaranteed  that  I  will  give  as  good  prices  as  my  c( 
petitors. 
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Q.  But  you  have  sold  nearly  the  whole  output  of  your  twiae  for  the  year  ?  A. 
"We  generally  sold  that  in  a  week.     It  is  all  sold. 

Q.  And  it  is  sold  at  association  prices,  and  aftor  you  had  made  the  sale  you 
went  out  of  the  association  ?  A.  Yes;  we  broke  up  the  two  combinations  on  cord- 
age and  binder  twine.  In  the  binder  twine  business  we  have  taken  moat  of  our 
orders  every  year  before  prices  were  established.  We  have  a  certain  number  of 
customers,  and  we  guarantee  that  we  will  sell  at  as  good  prices  as  any  other.  As  I 
said,  I  do  not  know  how  much  effect  this  will  have  oa  the  seasoa's  business,  as  a 
large  portion  of  the  twine  is  made  out  of  very  expensive  material.  Next  year  it 
will  be  lower. 

By  Mr.  McKay  ; 
Q.  You  subject  yourself  to  the  risk   of  loss?     A.  Yes;  if  my  competitors  break 
away  I  will  follow. 

Bj  the  Chairman  ; 
Q.  But  you    broke   away   in   the   first   place?     A.  Yes;  but  if  they  break,  our 
buyers  are  guaranteed  that  they  will  get  the  benefit. 
By  Mr.  Gillmor  : 
Q.   Mr.  Connors  is  in  your  combination  ?    A.  He   was   in,  bat  there  is  no  com- 
bination now. 

Q.  How  many  were  there  in  the  combination  ?     A.  Five. 

Q.  You  were  proportioned  out  what  each  one  should  make  ?  Ai  Yes  ;  we  each 
had  a  stated  percentage.  ,.,  , 

Q.  What  proportion  of  all  the  quantity  that  was  to  be  made  for  Canada  did  he 
make  ?  A.  On  binder  twine  last  year  he  had  a  percentage,  I  think,  of  10  per  cent, 
of  the  whole ;  and  I  think  he  manufactured  about  two  tons  of  twine. 

Q  How  much  did  he  get  last  year  out  of  the  pool,  as  you  call  it;  as  near  as  you 
can  tell  ?     A.  I  think  about  $6,000  or  87,000.     Perhaps   hardly   as  much  as  that ;  it 

might  be  |5,000. 

Q.  For  not  making  rope?     A.  No  ;  not  making  binder  twine. 

Q.  You  had  a  combination  on  rope  too?  A.  Yes.  I  cannot  tell  you  how  much 
ihe  got  out  of  rope. 

Q.  He  got  his  proportion  ?    A.  Yes.  ..,.,,     j 

Q.  He  drew  out  largely?  A.  I  know  he  drew  out,  but  I  do  not  think  he  drew 
-out  very  largely  on  rope. 

By  Mr.  Guillet :  m.       ■      n 

Q.  He  only  made  two  tons  of  binder  twine  ?     A.   That  is  all. 

Q.  He  is  making  more  now  ?     A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  He  speaks  of  having  sold  several  carloads  ?     A.  I  do  not  know. 

By  Mr.  Gillmor :  ,  ,  ^u 

Q.  I  did  not  know  definitely,  but  he  seemed  to  get  a  boom  somewhere  or  other. 
I  live  in  the  county  next  to  him  ?  A.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  smaller  manufac- 
turers have  been  benefited  very  largely  by  the  association.  It  is  tbe  same,  I  think, 
with  all  pools.     They  are  run  on  that  principle ; 

The  Committee  adjourned. 


House  of  Commons,  Ottawa,  10th  April,  1888. 
The  Committee  on  alleged  Trade  Combinations  met  this  morning,  Mr.  Wallace 

in  the  chair. 

Samuel  Rogers,  sworn. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  What  is  your  occupation  ?     A.   Undertaker. 
Q     What  is  your  address  ?     A.    19  and  21  Nicholas  Street,  Ottawa. 
Q    Now  we  want  some  information  from  yon  about  an  organization.     Are  you 
a  member  of  the  Undertakers'  Association  ?     A.  I  am,  sir,  a  member  of  the  Under- 
takers' Association  of  Ontario. 
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Q.  Have  you  a  special  one  for  the  city  of  Ottawa  or  is  it  one  for  the  whole  Province?" 
A.  I  believe,  m  Ottawa,  we  have  no  regular  organization.  There  was  a  little  meet- 
ing a  short  time  ago  among  the  other  undertakers,  and  my  son  was  present,  but  I 
don't  know  what  the  object  of  it  was  at  that  special  time,  but  we  have  arranged  our 
affairs  here  on  a  similar  plan  or  basis  of  the  head  association  of  Ontario. 

Q.  Tou  have  an  organization  then  for  the  whole  Province  of  Ontario?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  meet  annually  ?  A.  Yes  ;  the  annual  meeting  is  held  in  the  city  of 
Toronto. 

Q.  There  was  a  meeting  held  there  a  short  time  ago,  were  you  present?  A. 
No,  1  was  not,  it  was  held  in  September.     My  son  was  there. 

Q.  Is  it  an  organization  of  undertakers  only  or  undertakers  and  manufacturers? 
A.  I  don't  know  whether  the  manufacturers  are  members  of  the  association  or  not. 
There  is  an  agreement  between  us  the  same  as  if  they  were  members  of  the  associa- 
tion that  they  sell  to  those  who  are  associated  only.  They  don't  sell  to  any  other 
undertaker. 

Q.   Who  was  it  formed  this  association  first?     A.  The  late  Mr.  John  Young  of 
Toronto,  and  Mr.  J.  D.  Mclntyre  of  St.  Catharines,  were  the  principal  movers  in  the  ^ 
matter. 

Q  When  was  it  organized?  A.  Jfour  years  ago;  I  attended  the  first  regular 
meeting. 

Q.   Where  was  it  held ?     A.  At  Toronto. 

Q.  You  formed  an  association  ?     A.    Yes. 

Q.  How  did  you  get  the  members;  was  there  a  large  attendance?  A.  At  that 
time  i  think  there  was  about  360  odd,  at  the  first  meeting. 

Q .  Were  there  that  many  present  at  the  meeting  ?  A.I  think  that  was  about 
the  number,  360  or  365. 

Q.  You  had  nearly  all  of  the  undertakers  in  Ontario  present  had  you?  A.  Oh,, 
no,  we  have  over  800  now,  and  there  may  be  more  than  that  since  the  last  meeting, 

Q.  How  many  have  you  in  Ottawa  here?  A.  There  is  Mr.  Moody.  Five  in 
the  city  of  Ottawa.     There  were  two  others  but  they  have  given  up  business. 

Q.  W  ho  are  the  officers  of  the  Ontario  association  7     A.  I  don't  know  the  names  ,, 
of  the  officers  this  year.     I  could  not  positively  give  you  the  names  of  any  of  them^ 
Henry  Stone,  sen.,  I  think,  is  the  president  for  this  year. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  Who  is  the  secretary  ?     A.  A  man  named  Hayle. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live?  A.  In  Cannington.  I  am  not  sure,  I  think  that  is  the 
place. 

Q.  Stone  is  the  president ;  Hayle  is  the  secretary.  Who  is  the  treasurer?  A.  I 
think  J.  B.  Maclntyre,  of  St.  Catharines. 

Q,  Have  you  got  a  constitution  or  by-laws  ?     A.  I  have. 

Q.  Did  yon  bring  it  with  you  ?     A.  Yes ;  I  have  it  in  my  pocket. 

Q.  This  was  adopted  on    16th  September,    1886.     (Exhibit  47  6.)     It  sets  forth. 
the  proceedings  of  the  convention  that  took  place  ?     A.  On  that  date. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Have  you  got  a  copy  of  the  by-laws  ?  A.  I  have  it  somewhere.  My  son  is 
away  from  home.  He  takes  charge  of  these  things  and  it  is  possible  they  are  locked 
np  in  the  safe,  and  he  forgot  to  leave  the  key  with  me. 

Q.  The  organization  then  controls  the  whole  trade  of  Ontario  ?  A.  Principally; 
the  recognized  manufacturers  sell  to  the  members  of  the  association  or  associated 
members  only.     They  won't  sell  to  any  other  person. 

Q.  The  association  regulates  who  shall  be  admitted  hereafter  ?  A.  Well  yes;, 
they  have  that  power.  "  ' 

By  Mr.  Quillet  : 

Q.  Have  you  any  power  in  your  local  association  here  to  exclude  or  prevent 
members  from  joining.  A.  We  can,  sir.  Any  new  man  who  wishes  to  join  or  go  into 
business  would  have  to  get  the  consent  of  the  majority  of  the  trade    in  any  town. 
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There  are  five  undertakers  in  Ottawa  and  he  would   have   to  get  consent  of   three. 
That  is  the  case  all  over  the  country,  you  have  to  get  three  of  the  memberB. 

Q,  Those  two,  why  did  they  go  out  of  business  ?  A.  Oh,  they  could  not  make 
a  living  out  of  it  I  think.  One  was  a  carver  and  he  found  he  could  do  better  at  his 
trade  than  by  attending  to  the  undertaking  business  I  think. 

Q.  He  could  get  supplies  as  freely  as  before  ?  A.  There  was  no  organization  at 
that  time,  not  when  the  first  one  went  out.     Toe  last  man  never  attempted  to  join. 

Q.  These  five  are  all  men  who  belong  to  the  association  ?  A.  Yes  ;  the  five  now 
"working  here  are  members  of  the  association, 

Q.  Well,  then,  if  a  new  member  wished  to  join,  it  would  be  for  the  majority  of 
those  members  now  to  say  whether  they  would  admit  him  or  not?  A.  Yes;  that 
was  the  case. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  The  result  is  you  have  to  decide  if  anybody  shall  be  in  the  trade  with  you  or 
not  ?     A.  Yes ;  we  have  that  power. 

Q,  And  the  manufacturers  bind  themselves  not  to  sell  to  any  person  but  those 
in  the  aisociation  ?     A.  Not  to  sell  to  any  but  those  in  the  association. 

Q.  Who  are  the  manufacturers  ?     A.   R.  Philp  &  Co.  are  the  largest. 

Q,  Who  else  ?  A.  J.  W.  Thompson,  which  used  to  be  Watson  &  Thompson,  and 
lihere  is  another  the  Ontario  manufacturers',  I  don't  know  who  compose  the  company. 
Their  maaufaoturing  place  is  Kidgeway  aod   they  have  a  wholesale  store  in  Toronto. 

Q.  They  mannfkcture  in  Eidgeway  and  have  their  wholesale  place  in  Toronto  ? 
A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  Do  they  leave  you  to  regulate  your  rates  ?  A.  There  is  nothing  said  about 
rates,     I  do  precisely  the  same  as  I  would  if  I  wasn't  a  member  of  the  association. 

Q.  In  the  locality  here  ?     A.  We  have  no  arrangement  that  way. 

Q  No  tariff  of  charges  ?  A.  No,  we  understand  we  charge  from  $5  to  $10  for 
our  hearse.  We  charge  for  a  child's  hearse  $5  or  $6  and  lor  my  best  hearse  we 
charge  $8  or  $10. 

By  the  Chairman  . 

Q   Is  there  a  uniform  price  in  these  (Jhrea  companies  you  speak  of  ?     A.  Yes ;  in 
coffins  and  caskets  but  not  in  the  linings  and  trioamings. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q-  They  can  be  cut  freely  then  by  anyone?  A.  No;  they  will  not  sell  any 
article  iu  the  business  except  to  those  who  are  members  of  the  association,  but  there 
is  an  undarstood  price  between  the  manufacturers  for  cofSns  and  caskets.  They  are 
bound  to  sell  them  at  a  certain  price,  but  trimmings,  linings  and  handles  they  can  sell 
as  they  please. 

Q.  'There  is  an  arrangement  as  members   you   must  observe  as  to   coffins  and 
caskets  ?    A.  Among   the    wholesale    manufacturers.      We    have   no   combination 
individually  at  all.     I  am  not  bound   to   sell    my    casket  at  the  same  price.     These 
gentlemen  sell  me  that  way  but  I  can  sell  just  as  I  please. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  There  is  free  trade  within    the  local  organization  ?     A,  Yes.    It  is  the  same 
with  the  association  in  Toronto,  the  head  association. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  think  the  manufacturers  have  a  pretty  good  profit  on  their  caskets 
and  coffins  they  make.     You  know    the   material?     A.  Yes  ;  I  suppose   they   have. 
They  are  very  nicely  gotten  up  and  their  prices   of  course   vary  accordingly.    Yoa 
c&Q  have  high  class  goods  or  cheap  class. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  How  do  they  compare  in  prices  now  as  before  this  organization  was  started  r 
A.  Just  about  the  same  I  think.  I  think  the  styles  are  altered,  and  I  think  they 
are  making  better  caskets  and  I  think  the  charges  are  abjut  t'ue  same  .as  ever  they 
were.     They  haven't  raised  the  price  in  any  way  that  I  am  aware  of. 
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By  Mr  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  Trimmings  are  in  the  same   arrangement  as  caskets;  they  are   not   sold  to 
anyone  either  ?     A.  No,  sir.     They  won't  sell  any  article,  not  even  a  screw,  to  any 
one  who  is  not  associated  with  us. 

Q.  I  suppose  this  trade  is  a  special  trade.    They   don't  combine  trimmings  with 
ordinary  hardware  or  any  other  business  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  Is  it  a  special  trade  by  itself?     A.  Tes,  a  Special  trade. 
Q.  These  dealers  in  trimmings,   are   they  separate  from   the   casket   manafac* 
turers?     A.  They  usually  carry  on  the  whole  thing.     One  man   keeps   the  whole 
supply.    Each  one  has  his  own.     There  are  three  in  Toronto. 
Q.  How  is  it  about  trimmings,  and  handles,  and  all  that  ? 

The  Chairman— He  says  the  manufaeturer  keeps   the   supply  of  all  the  funeral 
.  requisites. 

Witness. — Philp  makes  near  all  he  sells ;  I  think  hardware  as  well  as  the  other. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  A  man  wanting  to  start  into  business  he  is  not  free  to  start  unless  he  gets- 
the  consent  of  the  others  who  are  in  the  same  trade  in    that  place?    A.  That  is  the 
rule. 

Q.  Do  you  thick  that  is  a  fair  rule  ?    A.  "Well,  no  ;  I  hardly  think  so.    I  would    ' 
not  otject  peisonally  to  any  one  starting   in   Ottawa.     I  would  object  to  this :  If  he 
could  not  start  in  a  respectable  manner  and  have  proper  things  to  doit  with  I  would 
object.    If  a  man  came  out  properly  with   a   good  hearse  and  casket  I  would  say 
"go  ahead,  do  the  best  you  can." 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 
Q.  Would  you  supply  a  coflSn  alone  to  a  person  who  required  a  coffln  only,  per- 
haps to  convey  it  by  ordinary  vehicle,  without  the  hearse?     A.  Sometimes  we  do 
not  eend  our  hearse.     We  fiequenlly  sell  coffins  to  persons  in  the  country,  and  in  the- 
city  a  man  scmetirces  hires  a  cab. 

Q.  Do  you  require  them  to  leave  in  your  hands  the  arrangement  for  the  cabs  ? 
A.  I  do  not  require  it  of  them,  but  it  is  generally  left  in  my  hands.  If  you  have 
the  misfortune  to  require  my  services  you  perhaps  order  the  exact  number  of  cabs,. 
A  cabman  may  be  doing  your  family  work  and  jou  will  engage  him. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  WentwortK)  :  ' 

Q.  Tou  usually  supply  everything  ?     A.  Yes ;  we  usually  supply  everything. 

By  Mr.  Guillet  : 
Q.  Tou  could  compel  them  to  buy  everything  if  the  members  of  the  association' 
chose  to  say  that?    A.  Yes ;  we  could  compel  them  if  we  chose. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 
Q,  Do  the  manufacturers  carry  out  the  rules  of  these  local  associations  in  every 
det  il,  no  matter  how   unreasorable  it  may  be  ?     A.   I  do  not  think  they  have  any- 
thi-  g  to  do  with  such  a  local  organization  as  we  have  in  Ottawa. 

Q.  You  said  you  would  divide  up;  that  is  you  will  sell  a  coflSn  separately.  Sup- 
pose a  rule  of  your  organization  here  was  that  everything  was  to  be  supplied  and 
one  of  your  rcembers  objected.  Would  he  be  reported  1o  the  manufacturers  and  be 
excluded  frcm  supplies?  A.  I  do  not  think  he  would  go  that  far.  I  suppose  we 
would  have  the  means  of  reporting  him  for  acting  contrary  to  what  we  thought 
right. 

Q.  Your  association  here  might  be  fair   but  others  might  not  be.     You  might 
compel  customers  to  do  things  unfairly  ?    A.     We  work  the  same  all  through. 
By  Mr.  Bain  {WentwortK)  ; 
Q.  Mr.  Boyle  wished  to  get  at  this  fact:  whether  the  local  organization  estab- 
lishes its  c-wn  lules  or -whether  the  Isrger  oiganizations  governs  them  all?    A.I 
think  the  local  organization  govern  their  own  affairs  so  long  as  they  are  not  incon- 
sistent with  the  general  association. 
By  Mr.  Quillet  -• 
Q.  Suppose  a  man  went  to  you  for  a  casket  and  to  your  neighbor  for  the  hearse?' 
A.  ^  would  not  supply  him  on  BrinciDle. 
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Q.  As  against  the  regulation  here  ?    A.  We  have  none  here.    I  think  we  are 
joined  together  on  the  slenderest  string  possible. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q,  The  point  I  want  to  arrive  at  is,  how  far  do  the  manufacturers  control  your 
local  organization,  or  how  far  does  your  local  organization  control  the  manufacturers? 
A.  It  is  the  same  throughout  Ontario  ;  the  manufacturers  will  not  sell  to  you  unless 
you  are  a  member  of  the  association. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Is  there  an  annual  subscription  list  ?     A.  We  pay  $2  a  year,  but  we  pay  $25 
for  joining.     I  only  paid  |2,  being  on  the  first  list. 
By  Mr.  Quillet: 

Q.  Are  not  your  prices  very  much  the  same  ?    A.  There  is  no  understanding. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Have  there  been  any  increases  by  the  manufacturers  lately  ?  A.  No,  sir ; 
sometimes  a  certain  article  may  be  improved  on,  but  there  has  been  no  general  alter- 
ation. 

By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  Supposing  a  manufacturer  is  established  and  is  not  a  member  of  the  associa- 
tion, would  the  members  of  the  association  be  free  to  deal  with  that  manufacturer? 
A.  No. 

Q.  If  you  did  you  would  be  expelled?  A.  I  suppose  they  would  be  expelled. 
There  is  one  such  manufacturer  in  Toronto  and  another  in  the  eastern  townships. 
They  sell  their  goods  to  members  who  are  not  in  the  association.  Sometimes  men 
will  start  independent  of  the  associated  members. 

Q.  Suppose  you  have  served  a  family  at  the  funeral  and  there  is  no  payment 
made  at  the  time,  and  there  is  some  delay,  would  you  report  that  to  your  brother 
members  ?    A.   I  never  think  of  it.     I  give  my  customers  all  the  timo  they  want. 

Q.  If  they  were  in  default  would  you  report  them  ?  A.  No.  If  I  had  dealt 
with  you  and  you  did  not  pay  me  and  you  happen  to  require  an  undertaker's  ser- 
vices again,  and  I  saw  you  going  into  another  undertaker's,  I  would  go  and  tell  him 
"  yon  had  better  look  out  for  him.  He  has  been  owing  me  for  four  or  five  years 
and  i  advise  you  to  be  careful." 

Q.  I  have  a  letter  to  that  effect.  An  undertaker  who  supplied  the  Indian  Ser- 
vice states  that  if  the  Department  does  not  pay  him  he  will  instruct  the  other 
undertakers  and  they  will  refuse  to  bury  the  Indians  ?  A.  I  do  not  know  anything 
about  that.  My  son  has  been  running  the  business  for  a  year  or  two  past.  I  only 
feel  I  am  bound  to  the  association  by  word  of  honor.  I  do  the  best  I  can  for  the 
people  I  have  to  do  with. 

Q.  There  is  no  agreement  in  the  head  association  or  your  local  association  as  to 
the  prices  at  which  undertakers  shall  sell  certain  classes  of  goods  ?  A.  No.  I  think 
the  country  undertakers  objected  to  anything  about  prices  because  they  were  more 
than  they  could  get  in  the  country,  but  they  did  not  in  the  city.  You  will  find  that 
a  hearse  runs  from  $5,  87  to  $10.     I  never  read  half  of  those  by-lawn. 

Q.  Are  you  bound  to  observe  those  prices  ?     A.  They  are  there  I  know. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  price  caskets  do  you  sell  ?  A.  There  is  a  difference  between  a  cofian 
and  a  casket.  We  sell  caskets  from  860  up,  according  to  the  class  and  trimmings. 
Some  are  trimmed  veiy  plain. 

Q.  Up  to  what  price  ?  A.  $175  for  one  we  had  once ;  black  walnut  with  gold 
trimmings  such  as  has  been  used  but  once  in  Ottawa.     I  got  8175 . 

Q.  White  wood  compares  with  rosewood  ?  A.  Yes.  We  charge  $60,  and  that 
is  the  cheapest  casket  I  sell. 

Q.  Well,  what  does  that  cost  you  ?  A.  The  casket  itself  I  think  laid  down  here 
would  be,  with  $1.25  carriage,  about  816.  Then  there  would  be  the  trimming  and 
our  labor.    Say  $14  for  the  casket. 

Q.  What  would  the  trimmings  be  ?    A.  Handles,  lining  and  plate. 
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Q.  It  costs  yon  $14.50  or  $15  laid  down  ?  A.  Yes,  about  that.  I  suppose  we 
should  make  about  840  or  $45  on  the  actual  cost  of  the  casketi  Then  we  have  ia 
trim  it  and  go  to  the  house,  aud  perhaps  the  next  day  bring  it  down  to  the  drawing 
room  and  carry  up  our  posts  so  that  everything  is  included  in  that  price. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 
Q  Is  there  no  feu  except  charge  for  the  casket  ?  A.  No ;  I  never  charge  any- 
thing for  attendance. 

Q.  The  hearse  is  extra?  A.  Yes;  the  hearse  is  extra.  $5  for  a  child  and  $10 
for  an  adult. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  What  is  the  cost  of  trimming  on  a  $60  casket  ?     We  put   handles   down  at 
$5.50. 

Q.  That  is  what  they  cost  you  ?  A.  Yes ;  $4.50  to  $5.  The  plate  $2.50  engraved. 
Lining  about  five  yards  and  one-half  or  six  yards  at  say  $1.10  or  $1,25  per  yard 
according  to  the  quality.  Then  there  are  other  expenses  amounting  to  a  couple  of 
dollars  more.     Then  it  would  be  worth  about  $1.60  to  trim  it. 

Q.  It  takes  five  yards  at  $1.10  a  yard  to  trim  it  ?  A.  Yes,  for  a  six  foot  casket. 
There  are  the  wide  ends  and  you  will  find  that  five  yards  will  hardly  cover  a  six  foot 
casket. 

By  Mr.  Boyle  : 
Q.  You  charge  for  the  shell  ?     A.  Yes,  $3  extra  for  the  shell.     We  are   charged 
extra  for  the  shell. 

Q.  You  get  them  where  you  get  the  coffins  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  They  cost  you  how  much  ?  A.  $1.80  and  the  carriage  about  50  cents.  We 
do  not  reekon  to  make  a  cent  on  shells.  It  costs  60  or  75  cents  to  deliver  them.  We 
do  not  make  anything  on  shells. 

Q.  What  is  the  cost  of  your  $100  coffin?  A.  $75  or  $80,  varying  according 
to  the  trimming. 

By  Mr.  Gruillet  : 
Q.  These  caskets  are  not  covered  outside  with   cloth  ?     A.  No  ;  it  is  the  lining 
inside  and  the  stuffing  that  I  speak  of.     We  do  that  ourselves.     We  get  the  bare  box 
and  we  do  all  else  here. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 
Q.  I  asked  you  the   cost  of  your   $100   easket  ?     A.    We   reckon  the   cost  at 
$60  and  we  have  our  labor  added. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  You  have  more  profit  on  a  $75  or  $80  coffin  than   on   a   $100    one  ?    A.  In 
some  cases  but  not  always.     We  cannot  do  with  5  per  cent,  or  10  per  cent,  profit  as 
we  do  not  work  only  about  two-thirds  of  the  time  and  we  have  to  have  the  same  staff 
of  men  and  horses.     People  have  the  idea  that   undertakers  make  immense  fortunes 
but  I  have  never  seen  a  rich  one  yet. 

Q.  Do  you  think  the  combination  benefits  the  manufacturers  more  than  the 
undertakers?  A.  I  do  not  think  it  does.  There  are  the  same  number  of  caskets 
and  coffins  required.  It  is  merely  to  keep  out  men  who  are  not  fit  for  the  business 
and  to  do  it  respectably. 

Q.  What  object  is  there  in  that.  What  particular  interest  have  the  undertakers 
in  having  a  thing  done  respectably.  You  do  your  own  respectably  and  in  proper 
order  and  well,  and  what  difi'erence  is  it  to  you  if  some  other  man  in  the  same  busi- 
ness does  not?  A  It  would  be  a  discredit  upon  me.  Some  people  would  speak  con- 
temptuously of  me  on  his  account. 

Q.  They  would  rather  give  you  credit.   They  would  say:  "  There  is  the  way  Mr. 
Eogers  does  his  bupiness"  ?     A.  I  would  get  the  benefit  in  that  way,  but  I  should  not 
like  the  name  spoken  of  with  that  disrespect. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 
Q.  You  get  a  discount  on  your  goods  ?  A.  Yes,  10  per  cent,  on  wooden  ware  and 
5  per  cent,  on  trimmings. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned. 
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House  of  Commons,  Ottawa,  8th  May,  1888. 

The  Committee  on  alleged  Trade  Combinations  met  this  morning,  Mr.  Wallace 
in  the  chair. 

A.  B.  Bolton,  sworn. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Give  the  Committee  your  name,  occupation  and  address?  A.  Albert  E. 
Bolton,  at  present  a  painter,  but  used  to  be  an  undertaker. 

Q.  Of  what  place  ?    A.  Village  of  Bolton. 

Q.  Would  you  tell  the  Committee  the  circumstances  of  how  you  were  formerly 
in  the  undertaking  business  and  now  you  are  out  of  it  ?  A.  The  circumstances 
were  just  these  :  My  father  was  undertaker  in  the  village  of  Bolton  for  .-tO  years.  He 
died  a  year  ago  last  January.  I  conducted  the  business  for  about  six  months,  but, 
of  course,  his  estate  was  in  the  hands  of  the  executors,  and  the  hearse  ana  business 
were  sold.  At  least  the  stock  was  sold  to  the  other  undertaker  in  tUe  village,  and 
the  hearse  was  sold  to  a  wholesale  firm  with  whom  my  father  dealt. 

Q.  Give  the  name  of  that  firm  ?  A.  E.  Philp  &  Co.,  of  Toronto.  Before  the 
hearse  was  removed  from  the  estate  I  tried  to  buy  it,  but  they  would  not  sell  it  to 
me;  that  is  the  executors  would  not.  I  wanted  to  continue  the  business,  as  I  was 
left  alone  with  my  mother ;  but  they  would  not  sell  it  to  me,  because  they  had  their 
own  reasons,  and  I  had  mine  for  not  coming  to  terms.  It  was  turmed  over  to  E. 
Philp  &  Co.,  of  Toronto.  I  went  to  them,  and  I  said  to  Mr.  Philp  in  the  presence 
of  witnesses,  "  Mr.  Philp,  I  have  come  down  here  to  buy  my  father's  hearse."  He 
said :  "  Mr.  Bolton,  I  cannot  sell  it  to  you." 

Q.  Tour  father's  hearse  was  sold  in  Bolton  ?  A.  Yes  ;  sold  on  my  father's 
estate  ;  from  just  where  I  left  it  after  the  last  funeral.  He  said,  "  Mr.  Bolton,  I 
cannot  sell  it  to  you."  I  says,  "  Why  not,  Mr.  Philp  ?"  He  says,  "  I  cannot  sell  it 
to  you."  I  said,  "  Mr.  Philp,  I  have  the  money  in  my  pocket  to  pay  you  for  the 
hearse."  All  he  asked  was  $400.  "  I  have  the  money  in  my  pocket,  and  is  not  my 
money  as  good  as  any  one  else's  ?"  He  said,  "  No;  you  are  not  a  member  of  the 
association.  There  is  another  member  of  the  association  in  the  village,  and  I  dare 
not  sell  it  to  you."  I  said,  "  That's  a  little  kind  of  strange."  I  said,  "  If  I  have  tke 
money  to  pay  for  it  why  can't  yoo  sell  it  to  ma  ?"  I  knew  that  my  father  was  a 
member  of  the  association,  but  I  knew  nothing  of  the  working  of  the  association 
before  that.  They  just  put  it  in  that  way. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  Did  you  offer  to  become  a  member  of  the  association  ?  A.  I  did  not  offffl", 
but  I  could  have  become. 

Q.  I  mean  in  your  negotiations?  A.  No ;  he  refused  point  blank  because  I  was 
not  a  member  of  the  associstion.  I  have  understood  since  from  members  of  the 
association  in  as  good  standing  as  Mr.  Philp,  that  if  I  had  got  the  hearse  I  could 
have  become  a  member  of  the  association  in  spite  of  them. 

Q.  Is  there  anything  in  the  constitution  that  would  have  enabled  you   to  have 
overcome  that  difSculty  and  to  have  got  the  hearse  ?     A.  Nothing  that  1  know  of. 
By  Mr.  Guiltet  : 

Q.  Were  there  two  undertakers  when  your  father  was  in  business  there  ?  A. 
Yes ;  but  the  other  untertaker  started  business  after  my  father  did  and  my  father 
was  a  member  of  the  association  when  the  other  undertaker  started  and  if  it  had  not 
been  for  my  father  he  could  not  have  become  a  member.  My  father  was  a  little  too 
easy  with  him  and  allowed  him  to  become  a  member  of  the  association. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  Is  It  necessary  that  a  local  member  of  the  association  should  give  his  consent  ? 
A.  Tes;  ("Exhibit  47  b  and  c)  and  a  certain  gentleman  told  me  last  Saturday  that  I 
had  to  thank  the  very  man  my  father  befriended  for  being  hoisted  out  of  the  busi- 
ness.    Ho  would  not  give  his  consent. 

Q.  Yoa  understand  that  it  was  necessary  to  have  his  consent  before  you  could 
become  a  member  ?    A.  Certainly. 
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Q.  Is  that  in  the  constitution  ?  Yee,  it  is ;  but  I  understand  that  if  I  had 
got  that  hearse  I  could  have  become  a  member  of  the  association  as  my  father's  son. 
Q.  Ton  could  have  continued  the  connection?  A.  Yes;  although  they  did  ob- 
ject. This  gentleman  told  me  last  Saturday  that  if  I  had  secured  that  hearse  there 
was  nothing  that  could  have  kept  me  out  of  the  association ;  that  Mr.  Dodds,  the  op- 
position undertaker,  could  not  have  kept  me  out.  I  was  refused  the  hearse  simply  on 
the  ground  that  he  would  not  sell  it  to  me. 

Q.  In  consequence  of  this  refusal  you  are  not  able  to  say  anything  about  the  in- 
ternal working  of  this  association  further  than  that  they  shut  you  out  ?  A.  That  is 
all ;  they  shut  me  out.  There  is  the  constitution  that  my  father  had  (laying  books 
on  the  table). 

By  Mr.  McKay : 
Q.  If  you  had  got  that  hearse  yoa   could    have  gone   on   and   continued  your 
father's  business  ?    A.  Certainly. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 
Q.  Is  there  anything  in  the  by-laws  that  provides  for   a  son   continuing  hia 
father's  business  ?    A.  I  am  not  posted  in  them  at  all. 

Q.  This  was  only  an  opinion  of  a  member  of  the  association?  A.  I  am  not 
posted  at  all.  1  did  not  enquire  further  into  it.  I  went  that  far  as  there  was  a 
friend  of  mine  present  and  I  thought  we  could  start  a  business  in  opposition  to  the 
association.  We  went  to  the  Toronto  Exhibition  and  examined  a  number  of  hearses. 
We  took  a  fancy  to  one  and  thought  we  would  oider  one  like  it.  The  next  question 
-was  where  we  could  get  our  stock.  We  could  not  get  it  from  E.  Philp  &  Co.,  nor 
from  any  member  of  the  association  ;  but  we  understood  that  there  were  several  un- 
dertakei 8  in  Toronto  working  outside  of  the  association.  We  called  on  them  and 
they  thought  we  were  tijing  to  pull  them  for  a  little  information  in  order  to  give  some 
of  the  manufacturers  that  were  in  connection  with  the  association  away.  Perhaps 
it  might  be  bo.  I  would  not  say  it  was  so ;  that  we  were  trying  to  pull  tbem  to  give 
these  manufacturers  away  who  were  giving  them  goods  and  were  pulling  the  asso- 
ciation. They  thought  we  only  wanted  to  get  a  pull  on  these  manufacturers  that 
they  were  obtaining  goods  quietly  irom  ;  but  we  were  not  doing  so.  We  were  simply 
trying  to  find  out  whether  we  could  get  goods  without  having  to  do  with  the 
associatioE . 

Q.  Tcu  failed  to  get  the  goods  ?     A.  We  could  not  get  them.    We  could  not 
find  out  where  we  could  buy  them.     This  was  T.  B.  Elliott  &  Co.     They  thought  we. 
were  timply  pullirg  on  them  to  get  a  lead  to  give  them  away.     We  were  not  how- 
ever ;  but  they  would  not  give  us  any  pointers. 
By  Mr.  McKay : 
Q.   One  gentleman  who  gave  his  evidence  here  stated  that  there  were   a  large 
number  of  undertakers  throughout  the  country  not  in  the  combination  ?     A.  I  would 
like  to  know  where  jou  will  find  them.     I  know  this  that  the  very   two  gentlemen 
who  came  down  with  me,  said  to  me  when  we  were  coming  downon  the  train  :  "  We 
will  give  you  the  first  chance  to  buy  that  hearse."     I  knew  their  business.     I  said: 
"  Gentlemen,  I  know  your  business  down  this   morning.    This  was  that  I  was  going 
to  tee  E.  Philp  &  Co.  about  the  hearse.     There  were  two  others  going  down  at  the 
eame  time.     .As  scon  as  I  saw  them  on  the  train  I  said :  "  Gentlemen,  I  suppose  you 
are  on  ihe  same  bcsiness  as  1  am  on,"  and  they  said  they  guessed  they  were,  and 
says  one  of  tfcem  :  "What  bueiness  are  you  down    on,  Bolton?"     I  said :  "lam 
going   down  to  buy  my  father's  hearse,  if  I  can,  I  want  it."     Said  they  :  "  and  then 
you  thall   have  the  first  chance."     All  three  of  us  walked  up  to  E.  Philp  &  Go's, 
together,  and  going  up  they  said  :  "Now,  you  take  the  first  chance  at  it,  if  you  can- 
not buy  it,  we  will  try  and  do  it,"  and  I  tried  to  buy  it.     I  asked  Mr.  Philp,  right  in 
their  presence,  about  the  hearse,  and  the  answer  he  gave   me  was  that  be  could  not 
sell  it  to  me,  because  I  was  not  a  member  of  the  association. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (Wentworth)  : 
Q.  Did  he  sell  to  the  other  parties  ?    A.  He  sold  it  to  the  other  parties,  and  as 
it  BO  happened,  they  were  not  members  of  the  association,  and  he  has  been  very  sorry 
ior  it  ever  since. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Did  he  get  into  trouble  by  selling  to  them  ?    A.   Certainly  he  did.     He  has 
had  several  accounts  cut  off  on  account  of  it.     After   he  had  sold  that  hearse  to  the 
parties  he  did  sell  it  to,  of  course  it  was  known  that  they  were  not  members  of  the 
association.     It  was  well  known   that   they  were  not   members   of  the  association. 
They  had  bought  out  the  local  man  all  right,  but  he  had  no  hearse. 
By  Mr.  Quillet  : 
Q.  Is  this  in  Bolton  ?    A.  No,  sir;  in  Caledon  East,  about  ten  miles  west  of 
Bolton . 

Q.  The  man  they  bought  out  was  not  a  member  of  the  association?  A.  No. 
Q.  Had  he  been  carrying  on  business  for  a  long  time  ?  A.  He  had  been  carry- 
ing on  business  in  a  kind  of  a  way.  They  were  given  to  understand  that  when  they 
bought  his  stock  out  they  could  become  members  of  the  association,  and  they  bought 
his  stock  and  bought  the  hearse  ard  went  into  the  retail  business.  They  got  a  bill 
of  goods,  some  $200  worth,  from  R.  Philp  &  Co.  When  the  members  of  the  associa- 
tion became  acquainted  with  the  fact  that  they  had  sold  the  hearse  and  these  goods 
to  these  gentlemen,  they  appointed  a  committee  and  the  committee  went  down  and 
demanded  E.  Philp  &  Co.'s  books.  They  could  not  help  it.  They  had  to  show  them 
up.  He  did  shew  his  books  to  the  committee  and  they  said:  "  Here,  Mr.  Philp,  you 
have  sold  a  bill  of  goods  to  so-and-so,  and  he  is  not  a  member  of  our  association. 
How  did  you  come  to  do  this?"  Mr.  Philp  could  not  deny  it. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Weniworth)  : 

Q.  Still,  you  do  not  know  this  of  your  own  knowledge  ?  A.  Well,  I  have  it, 
Mr.  Bain,  from  a  gentleman  who  is  a  member  of  the  association,  who  only  told  me 
last  Saturday.  He  did  it  openly,  fairly  and  straight,  becauee  he  is  an  old  friend  of 
mine.  Had  I  been  in  the  butintes  or  out  of  the  business,  he  is  an  old  friend  of  mine. 
He  told  me  that  he  himself  was  a  member  of  that  committee,  and  they  examined 
Mr.  Philp's  bocks,  and  Mr.  Philp  has  lost  money  by  it  simply  because  he  sold  the 
hearse  and  these  goods  to  men  who  -were  not  members  of  the  association. 

Q,  Don't  the  asEOciation  have  a  list  of  members  to  whom  they  are  entitled  to 
sell?  A.  They  h&\e,  but  he  just  a  little  over-reached  himself  that  time.  They  were 
not  members. 

Q.  Did  they  refuse  to  sell  to  you  at  all,  or  only  at  an  advanced  rate  ?  A.  They 
would  not  sell  to  me  at  all  at  any  price. 

Q,  Because  I  understand   that  they    sold   to   outsiders,  but  at  such  a  rate  as  to 
practically  shut  them  out  ?     A.  They  would  not  sell  to  me  at  any  price. 
By  Mr.  Guillet: 

Q.  Why  do  they  make  a  distinction  between  the  other  two  men  and  you  ?  A. 
I  cannot  say. 

By  the  Chairman  ; 

Q.  There  was  no  opposition  in  Caledon  Bast,  and  Mora  Eoad  ?  A.  No;  no  op- 
position. 

£y  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  It  is  evident  that  you  could  assume  that  there  would  be  no  diflSculty  of  these 
men  getting  into  the   association,  or  there  was  no  opposition  ?    Ai  Certainly. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Weniworth)  : 

Q.  Did  they  tiy  to  get  into  the  association  ?     A.  Certainly ;  and  the  association 
declined  to  admit   them.     I  was   told  on  Saturday    last,  that  they   could  not  get  in, 
that  they  tever  would  get  in. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  Have  you  any  objection  to  giving  the  names  of  the  two  parties  refused  ad- 
mission ?     A.  Crawtord  and  Irwin,  of  Caledon  East. 

Mr.  Bain— You  are  putting  the  witness  on  slippery  ground. 

Witness — Ton  cannot  put  me  on  slippery  ground,  sir.  I  have  my  own  know- 
ledge with  regard  to  this.  I  have  it  straight  and  fair  from  a  member  of  the  associa- 
tion that  these  men  cannot  be  admitted. 
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Mr.  GruiLLET — It  is  a  matter  of  publie  interest.  He  has  stated  that  these  men 
boughc  the  hearse  and  the  goods  in  this  locality  in  Caledon  Bast,  and  the  names  are 
merely  additional  information. 

Tne  Chairman — He  says  he  has  a  part  of  the  information,  and  he  went  down 
with  them  to  Philp's  to  bay  the  hearse.     They  all  went  together  to  buy  the  hearse. 

Q.  N^ow,  have  you  seen  them  since  that  day  that  you  all  went  down  together? 
A.  Certainly. 

Q,  Have  you  got  information  from  them  about  this  matter  ?  A.  Certainly. 
They  nave  never  been  able  to  get  into  the  association. 

Q.  They  told  you  that?    A.  They  told  me  that. 

Q.  Thempelves?     A.  Certainly. 

The  Chairman— That  would  be  direct.  What  Mr.  Bain  says  is  that  the  evidence 
is  not  direct,  not  what  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge,  but  what  you  have  acquir- 
ed from  others.  Article  18  (Exhibit  47c),  in  the  by-laws  of  the  Undertakers'  Asso- 
ciation says:  ''In  order  that  every  member  shall  feel  himself  at  liberty  to  disctissany 
questions  coming  before  the  association  fully  and  freely,  and  without  reserve,  it  is 
hereby  understood  and  agreed  to  that  all  such  discussions  shall  be  considered  of  a 
private  nature,  and  any  member  who  shall  be  found  guilty  of  divulging  any  of  the 
private  business,  or  discussions,  or  affairs  of  this  association,  excepting  such  as  are 
proper  to  be  made  public,  shall,  if  convicted  after  a  fair  trial,  be  fined,  reprimanded, 
or  suspended,  as  the  majority  of  this  association  shall  determine,  at  any  annual 
meeting."     Mr.  Bain  wants  to  protect 

Mr.  Bain — I  don't  think  there  is  any  misunderstanding  between  you  and  myself 
as  to  the  position. 

By  Mr.  McDougall  : 

Q.  Who  are  the  parties  who  refused  to  sell  goods?  A.  E.  Philp  &  Co.  They 
are  the  firm  my  father  dealt  with  for  16  or  20  years. 

Q  You  didn't  apply  to  them  ?  A.  JMo  ;  I  did  not.  I  went  there.  They  had 
control  of  the  hearse  and  they  would  not  sell  it  to  me.  Of  course  I  did  not  get  the 
hearse. 

Q.  Do  Philp  &  Co.  deal  in  trimmings?     A,  Yes. 

Q.  The  hearse  wasn't  exactly  in  their  line.     It  was  turned  over    to   them  ?      A. 
It  was  turned  over  to  them. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  the  Philps  deal  in  hearses  at  all?  A.  No  ;  only  second-hand  hearses 
turned  into  them  They  told  me  a  month  or  so  afterwards  if  I  could  get  into  the 
association  I  might  perhaps  get  a  hearse. 

Q.  They  are  manufacturers  of  coffins?     A.   Coffins  and  coffin  trimmings. 

Q,  They  furnish  other  goods,  they  don't  manufacture  such  as  trimmings?  A. 
Yes ;  hardware  and  all  that  they  don't  manufacture.  I  don't  think  they  manufacture 
hardware. 

By  Mr.  McKay : 

Q.  These  two  men  from  Caledon  Bast  are  still  in  the  business  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  They  don't  get  their  supplies  from  the  regular  dealers.  Where  do  they  get 
their  supplies  ?  A.  That  is  more  than  I  can  tell  you.  They  get  them  some  place. 
They  got  their  first  supply  from  E.  Philp  &  Co.,  but  they  have  never  got  any  more 
from  a  regular  wholesale  dealer  other  than  what  I  have  told  you. 

(4.  They  do  get  them  ?    A.  They  do  get  them  I  suppose  because   they   are   still 
conducting  the  business.     They  get  the  inside  track  in  some  way  or  other.     I   don't 
know  how,  probably  by  paying  30  or  40  per  cent,  more  for  their  goods. 
By  Mr.  Bain.  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  That  would  rob  them  of  their  profits.  Are  they  ,  able  to  import  do  yoa 
know  ?     A.  They  are  not  extra  wealthy  men. 

Q.  They  could  not  afford  to  bring  them  from  the  States  even  if  they  could  ?  A. 
I  hardly  know  how  they  manage  it.    If  I  had  time  I  could  have  found  out. 

Q.  We  are  only  asking  you  as  to  what  you  know  ?     A.  I  don't  know.* 
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By  the  Chair  man: 

Q.  You  are  pretty  familiar  with  the  prices  of  coffins  and  80  on?  A.  Only  so 
far  as  the  prices  of  invoices  are  concerned,  that  is  all  that  I  know. 

Q,  You  have  some  invoices  there  I  see  ?    A.  1  have  some  invoices,  yes. 

Q.  About  coffins,  can  you  give  us  a  little  information,  because  these  invoices 
don't  indicate  very  much  to  us.  Can  you  give  us  information  of  the  prices.  We 
had  some  information  here  about  the  white  wood  coffin  that  was  sold  for  160  ?  A.  I 
know  nothing  about  it,  I  never  handled  one. 

Q.  Is  that  the  invoice  of  one  complete,  is  that  complete  coffin,  trimmings  and 
all.  There  is  coffins  $7.50,  half  handles  $1.87,  and  there  is  all  the  other  goods  ?  A. 
That  is  $10.18, 

Q.  What  do  you  sell  that  coffin  for?  A.  Of  course  there  are  linings  and  trim- 
mings. 

Q.  How  much  do  they  cost?  A.  About  $2.50  at  the  outside.  I  could  not  tell 
you  the  exact  cost,  because  I  am  not  extra  well  posted. 

Q.  What  would  that  coffin  sell  for  ?     A.  We  always  got  $32  for  that. 

Q.  Yo*  got  paid  for  the  hearse  besides  ?  A.  No ;  that  includes  the  hearse  at- 
tendance and  everything . 

Q.  The  profits  are  fairly  good  then  in  the  undertakers'  business.  A.  Oh,  fair  to 
middling.     The  $32  includes  the  robe. 

Q.  What's  the  value  of  the  robe  ?     A.  $2  and  «2  50. 

Q.  Is  there  a  discount  oif  that  invoice  ?     A.  Cash. 

Q.  A  cash  discount?  A.  I  think  it  is  10  per  cent,  off  coffins  and  5  per  cent,  oflf 
trimmings,  for  cash. 


EoBEET  MoFFATT,  Undertaker,  of  335  King  Street  West,  Toronto,  sworn. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  Will  you  tell  us,  Mr.  Moffatt,  your  grievances?  A.  A  year  ago  last  April 
we  waited  on  the  association,  and  we  asked  to  become  members.  We  were  told 
that  we  would  have  to  apply  to  the  secretary. 

Q.  Who  was  that?  A,  Bedson  &  Moffatt.  I  had  been  in  the  business  myself 
for  12  years. 

Q.  That  is  working  for  yourself?  A.  Yes;  for  my  brother-in-law  five  or  six 
years  and  for  W.  H.  Store.  I  acted  on  that  advice,  and  I  applied  to  the  secretary 
and  got  a  form  and  filled  it  out.  I  was  then  told  that  they  would  bring  our  appli- 
cation before  the  association,  and  we  were  told  that  we  would  require  to  get  3  or  4 
of  the  nearest  undertakers  to  support  our  application.  We  then  looked  about  to  get 
the  nearest  undertakers.  Mr.  McCabe  was  the  first  gentleman  whom  we  approached. 
When  we  went  to  him  and  asked  hi  m  if  he  wonld  sign  oar  application  he  turned 
lound  on  us  something  like  a  bulldog,  and  said:  "No;  do  you  want  me  to  give 
away  my  bread  and  butter  ?  1  have  spent  money  in  purchasing  rigs  and  carriages 
of  different  kinds  and  the  stock  with  which  to  carry  on  business,  and  you  expect  me 
to  sign  for  yon."  I  replied,  "  We  did  not  come  here  to  be  insulted,  but  to  ask  you  a 
civil  question,  and  I  would  ask  you  if  you  will  sign  this  document  ?  "  And  so  he  went 
on  chinning  away  and  gave  us  no  satisfaction,  so  we  left  him.  The  next  man  we 
went  to  was  Mr.  Thomas  Kay,  and  we  could  get  no  satisfaction  out  of  him  either. 

Q.  He  refused  you,  too?     A.  Yes;  point  blank. 

Q.  On  the  same  grounds  ?  A.  Yes,  on  the  same  grounds.  The  next  we  called 
on  was  Messrs.  Turner  &  Porter,  Queen  Street  West,  and  after  a  long  conversation  h© 
signed  the  document  and  so  the  application  went  into  the  association.  At  their  first 
meeting  I  believe  there  were  three  or  four  other  applications,  and  so  after  quite  a 
long  debate  they  left  our  application  over  for  further  consideration.  They  did  not 
accept  or  reject  us.  They  said  they  had  to  consult  the  manufacturers  before  they 
could  either  accept  or  reject  us  and  so  we  went  to  the  following  meeting  and  at  last 
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they  put  it   to  a  vote   and  we  were   rejected  by  a  majority  of  100  to  nothing.     One 
TOted  for  u«  and  all  the  rest  voted  against  us. 

Q.  Did  they  reject  any  of  the  others  ?  A.  They  rejected  them  all.  But  they 
gave  us  j)o  reason. 

Q.  Did  they  give  you  none,   did  they  write  you  a  letter  ?     A.  No  ;  I  got  an 
answer  from  my  brother-in-law,  Mr.  B.  P.  Humphrey,  by  word  of  mouth. 
By  Mr.  Fisher : 

Q.  He  was  secretary  of  the  association  ?  A.  Yes ;  at  the  time.  Then  we  had  to 
start  and  do  the  best  we  could.  We  imported  stock  from  Albany  and  from  Grand 
Eapids,  Michigan,  and  we  bought  stock  in  Toronto  from  a  party  called  Cable,  some 
sort  of  a  manufacturer  there.  To  give  you  an  idea  of  the  prices  that  we  paid  tor  our 
stock  and  to  show  you  that  where  there  is  no  justice  ia  the  association,  tiiere  are  the 
minutes  of  the  last  convention  held  in  September,  1887. 

Q.  You  and  your  partner  had  sufficient  capital  to  carry  on  your  business  I  sup- 
pose ?  A.  Yes,  we  had  first,  a  hearse  and  horses,  five  hundred  dollars'  worth  of  stock 
and  no  encumbrance. 

Q.  No  encumbrance?  A,  No  encumbrance.  "We  agreed  to  do  this,  but  they 
would  not  accept  ns  on  any  condition. 

Q.  After  asking  you  to  put  that  in  ?     A.  Yes,  after  askiag  us  to  put  them  in. 
Here  is  an  invoice  which  shows  that  we  paid  $5.50  per  dozen  for  handles  for  coffins 
and  for  a  quarter  of  a  dozen  81.38.     We  paid  85.50  for  them  and  here  is  an  invoice 
which  shows  that  the  price  of  the  association  is  81il5  per  dozen  pairs. 
By  Mr.  Sain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  And  they  sold  to  you  outside  of  the  association?  A.  We  got  them  in  an 
underhand  way.  It  is  like  stealing.  They  are  bound  under  oath  now  to  the  extent 
of  81,000. 

By  Mr.  Fisher  ; 

Q.  Bound  by  whom  ?  A.  They  were  bound  in  1887  by  $500,  no  matter  if  they 
got  $1,000  for  the  cofiin  not  to  sell  to  a  retailer  outside  of  the  association. 

Q.  Well,  the  wholesalers  get  theirs  from  the  mannfacturers ?    A.  No;  the  whole- 
salers manufacture  themselves. 
By  the  Ghairman  ; 

Q.  Do  yon  mean  to  say  that  there  is  that  difference,  $1.15  to  $5.50  ?     A.  Yes: 
there  is  the  receipt  of  what  we  paid  for  them. 
By  Mr.  Fisher : 

Q.  I  understood  that  they  were  not  allowed  to  sell  to  you  at  all  ?  A.  No  •  they 
dare  not.  •' 

Q.  But  you  say  now  that  you  bought  goods  from  them  ?  A.  No ;  I  do  not  know 
where  this  party  gets  them  from. 

Q.  You  did  not  pay  this  to  the  manufacturer  ?  A.  No ;  they  were  got  in  a  kind 
of  underhand  way,  just  the  same  as  stealing  the  goods. 

Q.  You  talked  about  importing  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  But  these  are  Canadian  goods  bought  from  some  person  in  Canada  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  the  Ghairman  : 

Q.  Can  you  not  import  them  and  pay  the  duty  and  freight  and  all  expenses  ? 
A.  JNo ;    not  and  compete  with  these  firms; 

Q.  Is  the  difference  so  great  as  that  ?  Is  $1.15  about  the  intrinsic  value  of  the 
article  ?  A.  A  case  that  cost  828  in  the  States  costs  $43.50  shipped  to  our  door. 
Now  if  a  man  can  pay  that  $15  duty  and  freight  and  compete  with  these  men  I 
•would  like  to  see  him  do  it. 

By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
itself^"  '^'^'^  ^^**  '^  """^  anything  like  the  difference  ?    A.  Yes;  but  that  is  the  case 

By  Mr.  Bain  {Wentworth')  : 
Q.  The  coffin  or  casket  ?    A .  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Fisher : 
Q.  But  the  percentage  is  not  anything  like  the  difference.    A.  But  if  you  hme 
to  buy  your  handles,  shrouds,  &o. 


COFFINS  AND  CASKETS.  415 


Q.  What  is  the  duty  on  that?    A.  35  per  cent. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  .- 
Q.  Do  you  import  your  handles?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Can  you  give  us  the  quotations  for  the  imported  handles  and  then  we  will  bo 
able  to  compare  them,  about  the  same  quality  that  you  would  put  on  the  same  class 
of  coflSn,  as  near  as  you  can.  A.  There  is  none  of  them  here  the  same  as  on  that 
list  there . 

Q.  Perhaps  there  are  some  on  the  other  list  to  correspond  with  those  ?  A*  Here 
is  one  kind  $9.77  ;  half  a  dozen  pairs  $5  and  $2.50  a  set. 

Q  There  is  a  difference  in  that?  A.  Of  course  that  is  a  finer  handle,  but  we 
have  been  paying  at  the  rate  of  $10  and  $15  a  dozen. 

Q.  How  much  does  that  cost?  A.  $2.50  a  set,  and  there  is  a  duty  on  that 
beside. 

Q.  That  is  Hb  per  cent.  ?  A.  Yes.  And  then  you  would  have  to  have  a  large 
capital  to  do  this.  You  would  require  to  have  $300,  $400  or  $500  worth  of  stock 
in  order  to  have  the  right  size  on  hand.  A  man  would  be  at  a  disadvantage  if  he 
did  not  do  this. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Then  if  you  could  import  them  at  the  same  price  it  would  still    be  very  dis- 
advantageous, I  suppose  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  Then   you  had  to  give  up  importing  them  to  a  large  extent ?    A.  Yes;  we 
only  import  them  when  we  cannot  get  out  of  it.     We  have  lost  several  orders  on 
account  of  the  roads  being  blocked  on  the  other  side.     In  fact,  we  have  lost  $100  for 
orders  that  we  could  have  had. 
By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  So  you  are  actually  shut  out  of  your  business,  prevented  from  buying  a  coffin 
here  in  Canada  ?     A.  We  can  buy  a  coffin  here  in  Canada,  but  they  will  not  compete 
with  the  articles  sold  by  those  in  the  association. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  There  are  some  parties  tnen  outside  of  the  association  who  make  caskets  ? 
A.  Yes ;  but  they  are  decidedly  inferior. 

Q.  You  think  they  are  decidedly  inferior  ?    A'.  Yes  ;  we  cannot  sell  them. 
Q.  And  the   trimmings,   where  do  you  get   them   from  ?     A.  We   get   them 
through  just  the  same  party,  but  the  trimmings  also  are  inferior. 

Q.  Then,  practically,' the  association  controls  the  business  here  in  Canada?  A. 
Yes ;  they  control  the  whole  business  here.  A  man  cannot  carry  it  on  unless  he  is 
a  member  of  the  association  because  he  is  blocked  in  every  way. 

Q.  Then  you  have  to  order  caskets  from  time  to  time  as  your  custom  demands  ? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  That,  of  course,  means  very  prompt  delivery  ?  A.  Yes.  We  keep  as  large 
^  stock  on  hand  as  we  can  afford  to  keep,  but,  of  course,  we  cannot  go  beyond  our 
means. 

Q.  How  do  you  find  American  caskets  compare  with  your  own  ?  A.  Very 
good  indeed. 

Q.  How  about  the  cost  ?  A.  Some  are  better  goods  and  some  are  about  the 
same. 

Q.  A  better  quality  ?     A.  Some  are  better  in  the  finishi 

Q.  Are  they  a  better  or  a  worse  finish   for  the  same  money  ?     A.  About  the 
same  and  some  are  a  little  better. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  You  have  made  no  efforts  since  to  become  a  member  of  the  association  ?     A. 
We  have  not,  but  several  have,  and  they  said  it  was  no  use.     They  said  they   would 
not  admit  us  or  anyone  else. 

Q.  When  was  it  that  you  started  business  and  applied  to  them  ?  A.  In  April, 
1887. 

Q.  About  a  year  ago  ?    A.  Yes. 
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Q.  Do  you  know  if  any  have  started  in  Toronto  since  then  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  None  in  Toronto  ?    A.  No. 

Q.  Have  any  of  the  undertakers  died  since  then  7    A.  Two  have  died  since  then, 

Q  Then  if  no  one  is  admitted  the  balance  would  have  all  the  business  to  them- 
selves ?  A.  There  were  two ;  one  died  and  the  other  sold  out.  He  sold  out  to  a 
farmer. 

Q,  Did  that  farmer  get  admitted?     A.  Yes;  he  got  admitted. 

Q.  I  suppose  he  would  not  buy  until  he  got  the  assurance  that  he  would  be 
admitted  ?  A.  Of  course,  if  you  go  and  buy  a  man  out  you  are  supposed  to  take  his 
membership.    The  constitution  makes  that  proviso. 

Q.  Mr.  Bolton  succeeded  his  father  and  he  did  not  get  in  ?  A.  The  constitution 
will  tell  you. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentwortli)  : 

Q,  Buying  out  and  inheriting  are  two  diiferent  things?  A.  That  is  the  consti- 
tution of  1887.  They  offer  it  to  suit  themselves,  but  there  is  something  in  the  consti- 
tution and  by-law  that  is  secret. 

Q.  Are  they  affiliated  with  the  Toronto  Board  of  Trade  ?  A.  Yes ;  I  believe 
the  Board  of  Trade  is  the  foundation  of  the  whole  of  it.  The  Board  of  Trade  is  the 
cause  of  all  this  combination. 

Q.  How  many  members  are  in  this  combination  ?  A.  442  in  the  Province  of 
Ontario. 

Q.  How  many  in  Toronto?    A.  Only  12  in  and  three  outside  of  it. 

Q.  "Who  are  those  outside  of  the  association  ?     A,  Bates  &   Dodd,   B,   J.   Hum- 
phrey and  Bedson  &  Moffat. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  You  said  you  thought  they  were  affiliated  with  the  Toronto  Board  of  Trade  ? 
A.  Yes  ;  a  casket  that  they  paid  $12.50  for  they  sell  at  $75  in  the  association. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (Wentworth)  : 

Q.  You  fVLx.  on  handles  and  trimmings  for  that  ?  A.  Yes ;  handles  and  trim- 
mings. 

Q.  Do  you  supply  the  hearse  too  ?  A.  No;  the  hearse  is  extra,  the  shroud  is 
extra,  hacks  are  extra,  and  if  there  is  any  special  attendance  that  is  extra.  I  have 
seen  them  charge  $10,  $15,  and  $25  lor  dibiniecting.  I  have  seen  that  done  and  the 
bill  collected. 

By  the  Chairman ; 

Q.  What  do  they  disinfect  with  ?  A.  Embalming  fluid.  They  pretend  to  use 
some  other  fluid,  but  that  is  what  they  use. 

Q.  Is  it  a  good  disinfectant  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  You  say  a  $12.50  casket  is  sold  for  $75.     A.  Yes. 

Q.  About  how  much  trimmings  are  put  on  ?  A.  About  three  yards  of  lining 
at  $2.50  a  yard,  and  the  white  cotton  would  cost  about  30  cents  ;  handles,  about 
$2.50 ;  the  plate  would  cost  75  cents  and  the  thumb  screws  would  cost  about  30 
cents . 

Q.  That  would  be  $11.35  for  expenses  ?     A.  Yes  ;  that  is  all. 

Q.  That  would  bring  it  up  to  $24  or  $25  ?     A.  Yes. 
Mr.  Bain  (  Weniworth)  : 

Q.  We  had  a  statement  that  a  casket  costing  $16.50  would  be  sold  at  $35  ?    A. 
I  can  produce  books  to  prove  what  I  say. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  He  said  the  cpsket  cost  $14.50,  and  there  was  about  10  per  cent,  off  that ; 
but  he  gave  his  black  cloth  as  five  yards  at  $1.10  ?  A.  The  kind  I  am  sneaking  of 
cost  $2.50.  ^  ^ 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Weniworth)  : 

Q.  I  have  the  items  down  here  as  given  before  at  $31.50. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  That  was  sold  for  $60  ?    A.  That  casket  would  be  a  varnished  case. 
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Mr.  Fisher — I  happen  to  know  that  Mr.  Eogers  charges  for  attendaace,  because 
I  have  had  to  do  with  him. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  He  said  that  paid  for  everything,  except  the  hearse  and  shell  and  the  hacks  ; 
that  $60  was  the  cheapest  casket  sold  ?     A.  I  am  prepared  to  prove  that  there  never 
was  a  casket  told  for  $60. 

Q.  He  says  they  pay  extra  for  the  hearse,  shell,  shroud  and  hacks  ?  A.  They 
might  put  in  a  varnished  case  for  $60,  but  I  know  that  I  worked  lor  twelve  years 
with  members  of  the  association,  ^nd  they  never  put  a  casket  in  for  that. 

Q.  What  are  the  charges   now  for   white   wood    caskets  in  Toronto  ?    A.  The 
casket  they  sell  called  white  wood  they   generally  term  it  walnut  and  cover  it  with 
black  cloth.     It  is  nothing  but  a  plain  piece  of  bass  wood   but  they   sail  them  for 
black  walnut     All  they  are  is  a  plain  piece  of   bass  wcod  covered  with  broad  cloth 
and  that  is  the  coffin  they  sell  for   $250.     Go   back   to   the  funeral  of  a   prominent 
Toronto  gentleman    which   cost   $1,650.     That  is  the  same  case  as  I  am  speaking  of 
now  ;  the  same  kind  of  a  casket.     I  wish   you    could    summon    some  of  them  down 
here  and  let  them  produce  their  books. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  WentwortK)  : 
Q.  You  state  ihat  in  a  funeral  they  charge  $70  for  the  casket  would  cost  $12.50  ? 
A.  Yes  ;  they  may  get  in  a  tight  box  and  put  it  down  to  $70  but  as  a  general  rule 
it  is  875.    They  would  not  cut  nor  give  a  discount. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Will  they  sell  i you   any   portion   without  trimming.     Supposing  you  got  a 
coffin  nade  out  in  the  country  by  a  carpenter;  would  the  manufacturers  and  dealers 
in  Toronto  sell  you  trimmings?     A.   They  have  refused  to  sell  me  tacks.     I  went 
down  to  Mr.  Thompson  with    $250   and    wanted  to  buy  stock  and  he  said  "  I  cannot 
Bell  you  ;  I  dare  not."     I  went  down   to   Mr.    Philp   yesterday  and  wanted  a  white 
ooifiQ  and  he  ordered  me   out  of  his   place.     The   rest  of  them  generally  state  that 
they  would  like  to  sell  but  they  dare  not.     A   member  of  the  association  dare  not 
sell  anything  that  belongs  to  him  without  consulting  the  association. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (^WeniwortK)  : 
Q.  It  is  very  difficult  for  you  to  import  and  compete  with  them  ?     A.  Yes. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  You  do  a  little  underground  business  to  get  a  member  of  the  association  to 
buy  for  you  ?  A.  If  we  got  from  a  member  of  the  association  they  would  very  soon 
get  on  to  him  and  his  supplies  would  be  cui  ofif.  They  have  a  committee  watching 
night  and  day.  I  cannot  go  down  to  see  my  sister  on  Yonge  Street  but  I  am  watched. 
It  is  pretty  hard  to  be  watched  by  a  lot  of  scoundrels  like  them  ;  for  they  are  noth- 
ing else.  They  are  cutting  each  other's  throats  over  it  too  in  one  trying  to  gjt  ahead 

of  the  other.  oat 

Q.  They  are  doing  pretty  well  having  the  whole  business  to  themselves  I    A..  I 
think  the  day  will  come  when  some  of  them  will  have  to  cry  quits  if  there  is  any 
JBStice  in  the  country  at  all. 
%  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  Why  can't  you  start  another  place  and  manufacture  supplies  ?    A.  We  have 
not  the  capital  to  do  it  with.     If  we  had  the  capital  it  would  not  be  any  bother  to  do 
it  ;  but  it  requires  a  man  with  a  considerable  amount  of  money  to  start  in  a  business 
like  that.     A  man  with  money  could  do  it  all  right  enough. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth')  : 

Q.  I  suppose  as  far  as  cloth   covered   coffins  are   concerned  you   can   do   that 
business  yourselves,  can  you  ?    A .  No. 

Q,  You  don't  manufacture  ?    A.   No. 

Q.  Could  not  combine  that  part  with  your  ordinary   budness?    A.  The  manu- 
facturers of  black  coffins  ?  . 

Q.  Yes  ?     A.  No  ;  we  could  not  do  it.     The  party  who  gets  up  these  varnished 
cases  could  not  do  it  because  he  is  not  an  experienced  hand. 
3—27 
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Q.  He  could  not  make  it  ?  A.  He  could  not  make  it,  no.  He  could  not  get 
"that  up  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Guillet: 

Q.  Any  similar  association  in  the  Province  of  Quebec  ?  A,  I  could  not  say 
whether  it  is  connected  with  this  or  not. 

Q.  There  is  au  association  there  ?    A.  I  think  that  it  is  connected  with  this. 

Q.  Is  there  an  association  of  some  kind  in  the  Province  of  Quebec  in  respect  to 
this  trade  7    A.  I  don't  know. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  association  in  the  Province  of  Quebec  ?  A.  No ;  I  do  not. 

Mr.  GxjiLLET — It  appears  there  is  by  this  report. 

Mr.  Eain— Of  course  the  witness  does  not  know  that. 
By  Mr.  Fisher : 

Q  Why  could  you  not  go  to  Montreal  and  somewhere  else  and  buy  your  trim- 
mings ?  A.  The  manufacturers  of  Montreal  are  in  this.  Whether  the  retailers  are 
or  not  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  Tou  know  the  manufacturers  are?     Ai  Yes. 

Q.  Did  yon  ever  apply  to  the  Montreal  manufacturers?  A.  There  is  no  use 
because  they  are  in  the  association.  Whether  the  retailers  are  or  not  I  cannot  say. 
Whatever  the  manufacturers  are  in  the  retailers  are  in  I  suppose.  You  cannot  get 
them  in  Canada  at  all  any  place. 

The  Chairman— This  condition  of  things  shows  that  the  combination  amongst 
the  undertakers  is  utterly  unjustifiable. 
By  Mr.  Quillet: 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  they  levied  their  fines,  do  you  know  from  what  rule? 
Have  they  any  specified  means  for  fining  established?  A.  The  fines  on  the  retailers 
are  $25  for  the  first  otfence,  suspended  for  the  second  and  expelled  lor  the  third,.  I 
think  it  is  ia  the  by-laws  there.  I  could  not  say  particularly  about  the  manufacturers, 
but  the  first  offence  is  $500,  Since  the  formation  of  the  association  they  are  bound 
in  $500. 

By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Not  to  sell  outside  ?  A.  Not  to  sell  outside,  to  any  person  outside  the  as- 
sociation. 

By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  Article  23  reads  that  if  any  member  of  the  association  is  found  guilty  of 
violating  any  of  the  rules  he  shall  be  suspended  or  fined — do  you  know  of  any  manu- 
facturer turned  out  of  this  association  ?  A,  They  tried  it  hard  at  one  time  but  they 
did  not  succeed. 

Q.  I  was  going  to  quote  in  that  connection  a  record  "  the  same  as  we  make  for 
parties  who  have  infringed  the  rules,  he  says  '  give  us  the  facts  where  any  of  the 
manufacturers  belong  to  the  D.  B.  C.  A.  sold  to  these  parties'  and  you  will  put  a 
$500  fine  on  them?  "  A.  This  year  I  believe  it  is  increased  to  $1,000  and  they 
are  bound  under  oath.  That  is  what  I  am  told  by  one  of  the  manufacturers  myself 
personally. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  One  of  the  manufacturers  told  you  that?  A.  One  of  the  managers  of  the 
manufacturers.  He  is  the  manager  of  the  firm.  He  said  he  would  like  to  sell  to  me 
but  he  dare  not.  I  am  told  that  it  will  be  increased  to  $  1,000  and  the  manu- 
facturer  is  bound  under  oath  not  to  sell  to  any  person  outside  this  association. 

Q.  That  is  the  meeting  to  be  held  this  month  ?  A.  Yes  ;  this  is  to  renew  their 
arrangement  between  the  retailers  and  manufacturers.  Then  the  retailers  have  a 
convention  once  a  year  and  it  meets  in  September  in  each  year  in  Toronto  at  exhibi- 
tion time. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  Eetailers  and  manufacturers  ?  A.  I  don't  think  the  manufacturers  meet  with 
them.     They  generally  meet  to  transact  retail  business. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  many  manufacturers  there  are  ? 
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By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Who  are  the    manufacturers?     A.  In  Toronto  R.  Philp,  Simmons,  Bwing  & 
Do,,  Thompson  and  Watson  and  the  Ontario  Casket  Co.,  and  I  think  this  is  ail  of  the 
wholesale  in  Toronto. 

Q.  Do  they  all  manufacture  caskets?    A.  Yes  ;  all  manufacturers. 
Q.  And  they  all  deal  in  trimmings  ?     A.  They  all  deal  in  trimmings,  hardware 
and  everything  in  connection  with  undertaking. 

Q.  I  suppose  some  of  these  manufacture  hearses  ?  A.  None  of  them. 
Q.  These  are  just  casket  maonfaoturers  ?  A.  They  tried  to  get  the  hearse  mana. 
facturers  in  with  them  but  there  was  no  use,  they  woold  not  listen  to  them.  They 
said  they  would  sell  to  whoever  would  pay  them.  They  would  not  be  bound  by  any 
association.  The  gentleman  we  bought  a  hearse  from,  and  paid  $1,400  for  it,  told  us 
they  tried  to  get  them  in  but  they  would  have  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  them.  We 
have  a  hearse  no  other  undertakers  in  the  city  can  touch.  The  builders  of  hearses 
are  not  in  this  combination. 

Q.  Where  do  you  buy  your  hearse  ?     A,  London,  Canada  West. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (^Wentworth')  : 
Q.  What  does  the  cost  of  an  ordinary  funeral  run  from  ?    A,  You  can  get  a  funeral 
from  $25  up. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Would  that  he   a  full  grown  person  ?     A.  You  can  get  a  funeral  for  a  full 
grown  person  from  $25  up  ;  very  plain. 

Q.  What  is  the  ordinary  price  for  the  burial  of  an  adult  in  a  family  of  a  well- 
to-do  mechanic,  a  man  who  earned  $600,  $800  or  $900  a  year  ?  A,  You  find  very 
few  of  them  in  the  city  of  Toronto. 

Q.  Of  which  ?     A.  There  are  very  few  of  them  that  earn  $600. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  Of  mechanics  ?     A.  There  are  very  few  mechanics  in  the    city  of  Toronto 
that  earn  $600. 

Q.  How  much  do  well-to-do  mechanics' funeral  cost  ?     A.  Some    of  them   will 
get  a  coffin  from  $26  to  S35,  and  the  hearse  $6,  and  if  ho  gets  crape,  all  th  at  is  extra, 
and  that  runs  it  up  to  $40,  $45,  $55,  and  some  as  high  as  $60. 
By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  Commencing  with  a  $25  coffin,  the  other  expenses  will  run  it  up  $25  more  at 
least,  will  it  ?     A.  About  that,  I  guess. 

Q.  What  is  the  $25  coffin  ?     A.  It  is  a  No.  3. 

Q.  Tell  us  what  it  is  made  of  ?  A.  It  is  made  out  of  bass  wood,  finished  m  imi- 
tation of  rose  wood,  and  it  is  dark  colored,  trimmed  with  lining  worth  about  75  to 
80  cents  a  yard.  The  lining  in  it  costs  about  25  cents,  that  is  cotton  lining,  worth 
about  7  or  8  cents  a  yard.  That  is  what  we  pay  for  it.  They  would  get  it  from  the 
wholesalers  for  about  5  or  6  cents,  and  we  pay  7  and  8  for  it. 

Q.  There  is  about  25  cents'  worth  of  cotton  in  a  coffin,  and  about  three  yards  of 
head  lining  worth  from  75  to  80  cents  a  yard  ?  .  A.  There  is  engraving  the  plate, 
which  costs  2h  cents.  The  plate  is  worth  about  40  cents,  and  the  thumb  screws 
are  worth  about  30  or  40  cents. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  You  are  anxious  to  have  this  combination  broken  up,  of  course  ?  A.  1  am, 
very  much.  I  have  been  trying  to  make  an  honest  living  if  I  can,  and  I  think  they 
have  been  trying  to  starve  us  out  of  it,  and  they  will  get  us  out  if  they  can.  They 
don't  want  any  more  to  start.  They  want  the  business  to  themselves,  and  want  the 
profits  to  themselves. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  What  is  your  idea   of  the  remedy  for  that  sort  of  thing— have  you  ever 
thought  about  a  remedy  ?    A.  Unless  the  law  of  the  country  takes  hold  of  it. 

Q.  You  have  experienced  the  grievance  that  is  plain  ?  Have  you  ever  thought 
DOW  of  any  way  by  which  it  can  be  remedied  ?  A.  I  don't  know  how  they  can 
remedy  it. 
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Q.  Declare  a  combination  illegal  ?  A.  That  is  the  only  way  it  can  be  remedied 
that  1  can  see.  It  is  for  the  law  of  the  country  to  take  it  up.  This  is  supposed  to 
be  a  free  country  where  every  man  can  start  in  business. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  breach  of  the  law  as  they  stand  now  ?     A.  I  don't  think  so.  They 
can  do  just  as  they  like,  the  law  don't  seem  to  pay  any  attention  to  it. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  Have  you  ever  obtained  any  legal  advice  as  to  whether  you  can  indict  them 
for  conspiracy  ?     A.  I  don't  thick  any  legal  advice  would  be  of  any  use. 

Q.  You  have  never  obtained  any  legal  advice  ?     A.   No ;  I  never  went  to  a  law- 
yer because  there  was  no  use  in  wasting  money  on  it. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  WentwortK)  ; 

Q.  Then  in  your  business  it  is  difficult  to  import  ?  A.  Yes  ;  in  fact  we  cannot 
import  and  sell  at  the  same  price  as  they  do. 

Q.  The  American  price  is  about  the  same?  A.  Yes  ;  one-third  more  than  what 
you  can  buy  here. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  say  that  the  prices  would  be  about  the  same  if  there  were  no  duty  or 
freight  to  pay  ?  A.  Yes  ;  and  a  man  requires  a  large  capital  and  a  large  stock  to 
meet  all  orders  that  come  in. 

By  Mr .  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  One-third  is  a  pretty  heavy  duty.  I  think  you  said  that  you  had  been  em- 
ployed in  the  business  for  twelve  or  fourteen  years,  and  I  think  this  combination  is 
only  about  four  years  old,  is  it  not?     A.  Yes. 

Q  Were  you  intimate  enough  to  know  whether  the  prices  advanced  or  not  ? 
A.  Well,  the  prices  are  something  about  the  same.  The  only  difference  is  that  the 
wholesalers  have  advanced  the  prices  a  little,  but  it  is  a  very  little. 

Q.  On  the  trimmings  and  caskets  ?  A .  Yes ;  but  the  retail  prices  are  pretty 
much  the  same. 

Q.  But  the  undertakers'  prices  are  just  about  the  same  as  formerly  ?  A.  Yes ; 
with  the  exception  of  a  couple  of  undertakers  who  supply  the  wealthier  classes, 

Q .  But  thii  current  rates  have  not  been  advanced  ?  A.  No  ;  the  current  rates 
have  not  been  advanced. 
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House  op  Commons,  Ottawa,  20th  April,  1888. 

The  Committee  on  alleged  Trade  and  Insurance  Combinations  met  this  day,  Mr. 
Wallace,  Chairman,  presiding. 

T>.  C.  Maodonald,  of  London,  Ont.,  Manager  of  the  London  Mutual  Fire  In- 
surance Company,  sworn. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Have  you  been  long  engaged  in  the  fire  insurance  business?  A.  Yea;  for 
about  30  years. 

Q.  flow  long  have  you  been  connected  with  the  London  Mutual  ?  A.  About  30 
years ;  29  years. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  association  or  combination  among  fire  insurance  men  ? 
A,  I  am  aware  that  there  is  an  association  called  the  Fire  Underwriters'  Association. 

Q,  Where  are  its  headquarters?  A.  I  believe  its  headquarters  are  in  Toronto 
and  Montreal. 

Q.  What  are  the  purposes  or  objects  of  this  association  ?  A.  Eeally  I  cannot 
tell. 

Q.  Tell  us  how  it  affects  your  company.  Does  it  interfere  in  any  way  or  affect 
the  interests  of  your  company  ?  A.  I  cannot  say  that  it  does  directly,  sir.  No ;  I 
cannot  say  that  it  does  affect  our  company  in  any  way. 

Q.  Have  they  attempted  to  interfere  with  the  operations  of  other  companies  ? 
A.  They  have  attempted  to  do  so. 

Q.  And  in  your  case  they  have  not  ?     A.  No ;  they  have  not  succeeded. 

Q.  In  what  way  have  they  attempted  ?  A.  As  far  as  we  are  concerned,  very 
little.  In  1885  they  issued  a  circular.  The  association,  or  individual  companies 
belonging  to  the  association,  issued  a  circular  prohibiting  their  agents,  or  the  agents 
of  the  individual  compauies  of  the  association,  forbidding  their  agents  from  acting  as 
agents  of  other  parties  who  were  not  members  of  this  Underwriters'  Association. 
(Exhibit  42.) 

Q.  They  forbid  them  ?  A.  They  forbid  them  acting  as  agents  for  any  non- 
tariff  company. 

Q.  And  experience  proves  that  one  agent  must  have  a  number  of  companies  to 
do  a  successful  business  ?  A.  Yes.  Ii  depends  on  localities.  The  agents  want  two 
or  three  companies  to  be  able  to  do  a  successful  business. 

Q.  And  that  prevented  their  agents  from  taking  any  of  the  agencies  of  your 
company  ?  A.  I  can  only  speak  of  those  agents  who  are  agents  of  our  company. 
They  attempted  to  force  our  agents  to  resign  our  company. 

Q.  It  was  intended  to  be  a  boycott  of  your  company.  That  would  be  the  effect 
if  they  had  succeeded  ?     A.  Yes  ;  that  would  be  the  effect  if  they  had  succeeded, 

Q.  But  they  did  not  succeed  t     A.  No ;  they  did  not  succeed. 

Q.  And  was  this  an  effort  of  the  organization  of  this  Fire  Underwriters'  Asso- 
ciation, or  was  it  the  individual  companies?  A.  As  I  understand,  the  association  is 
composed  of  the  different  companies  for  the  purpose,  as  I  understand,  of  raising 
their  rates  and  regulating  the  workings  of  the  different  companies  composing  the 
association,  and  their  object  was  to  prevent  any  company  that  did  not  belong  to  this 
dissociation,  at  least,  any  agents  working  for  outside  companies,  and  the  London 
Mutual  is  regarded  as  an  outside  company . 
By  Mr.  Casgrain  : 

Q.  Have  you  seen  any  of  these  circulars?     A.  Yes ;  I  have  seen  them. 


422  D.    C.   MACDONALD. 


Q.  Do  you  recollect  by  whom  they  were  signed  ?  A.  1  cannot  tell  you  by  whom 
they  were  signed.  There  were  two  or  three  of  our  agents  to  whom  these  circulara 
were  sent,  and  these  circulars  were  supposed  to  be  contidential,  and  I  was  requested 
not  to  divulge  the  names  of  those  who  issued  them,  and  I  returned  the  circulars,  I 
got  a  copy  of  what  the  circulars  contained. 

Q.  JElave  you  a  copy  with  you  now  ?    A.  Of  what  the   circular  contained  ? 

Q.  Yes  ?  A.  At  the  time  I  returned  the  original  papers  that  were  sent  to  me  I 
returned  to  the  agents  who  sent  them  in.  I  might  state,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  cut 
this  from  the  iJurfpe^,  an  insurance  journal,  but  it  is  an  exact  copy  of  the  circular 
that  was  issued.     It  is  as  follows  (Exhibit  42) : — 

*'  KESTHICTIVE   MEASURES. 

"  Copies  of  the  following  circular  have  been  sent  to  us  for  publication,  and  our 
<  pinion  asked  concerning  it  and  the  agreement  it  refers  to : — 

"  CIROULAH  TO  AGENTS. 

"  Montreal,  11th  Nov.,  1885. 

"  Dear  Sir, — Enclosed  herewith  I  send  you  a  copy  of  instructions  and  rules  now- 
binding  on  agems  of  tariff  companies,  and  a  form  of  agreement  requiring  your 
signature  in  triplicate.  I  would  call  your  special  attention  to  No.  16  of  instructions 
to  agents  which  is  as  follows: — 

"  ^o  office  or  person  holding  official  connection  with  a  non-tariff  office  shall  be 
eligible  to  represent  or  act  for  a  tariff  office,  whether  as  general  agent,  sub-agent  or 
in  any  other  capacity  whatever.  You  will  please  sign  the  agreement  referred  to  in 
triplicate,  retarnicg  the  original  and  duplicate  to  this  office  not  later  than  the  25tE 
instant,  and  retaining  the  triplicate  for  filing  in  your  own  office." 

"aqbeement. 
"To  the  Insurance  Company. 

"  No.  3. — Triplicate  to  be  retained  by  Local  Agent. 

I  hereby  acknowledge  having  received  copies  of  tariff  and  instructions  to 
agents,  and  undertake  to  adhere  to  the  rates  and  rules  of  the  Canadian  Fire 
Dnderwritirb' Association  as  therein  set  forth,  and  as  may  be  hereafter  communi- 
cated to  me  from  time  to  time.  And  I  further  agree  not  to  roprenent  any  non-tariff 
office  nor  to  place  a  risk  in  any  company  not  a  member  of  said  association,  either 
with  or  without  consideration,  directly  or  indirectly,  except  in  instances  when  all 
companies  shall  be  full,  or  shall  not  be  open  for  the  insurance,  and  then  only  in  strict 
conformity  with  tariff  rules  and  regulations. 

"Agent." 

By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  This  is  a  correct  copy  of  the  circular  you  saw  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  the  association  ever  ask  you  to  join  ?  A.  I  have  been  asked  by  members 
clthe  association  to  join. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (Wentworth)  : 

Q.  At  what  date  was  that  circular  issued  ?  A.  It  is  dated  11th  November,  1885: 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  Was  the  London  Mutual  ever  connected  with  any  association,  combine  or 
agreement  to  keep  up  rates  ?    A.  No. 

Q.  Have  inducements  been  held  out  to  it  to  join  ?  A.  Yes  ;  inducements  have 
leen  held  out  to  it  by  members  of  the  association. 

Q.  By  the  members  of  the  Fire  Underwriters'  Afsociation  ?     A.  Yes 

V-  And  what  were  jour  reasons  for  not  going  into  the  association  ?  A.  Well, 
we  are  opposed  to  it  on  the  principle  that  wo  do  not  like  bad  company.  That  was  one 
reason.  We  thought  that  the  association  was  inconsihtent  with  the  principles  of  in- 
iurance,  in  this  way,  that  an  insurance  company  lost  its  identity  by  coming  in  and 
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forming  a  union  with  other  companies  whoso  modes  of  doing  business  were  different 
from  those  it  pursues ;  in  fact,  insurance  companies  have  different  rules  and  thoy 
stick  by  those  rules  and  hold  them  out  as  an  inducement  to  give  their  company  the  pre- 
ference over  other  companies,  and  they  lose  all  this  individuality  by  joining  a  com- 
bination of  this  kind.  In  other  words,  some  companies  were  well  managed  and  others 
badly  managed. 

Q.  Do  you  consider  your  company  well  managed  ?    A.  Yes  ;  I  do. 

Q.  And  you  did  not  want  to  connect  your  company  with  others  which  were 
badly  managed  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  Were  you  opposed  to  it  on  principle,  on  the  general  principle  of  free  compe- 
tition ?     A.  Yes  ;  I  believe  in  free  competition  in  insurance. 

Q.  For  what  reason  ?     A.  Then  every  company  stands  on  its  merits. 

Q.  Is  it  because  you  think  your  company  would  do  a  better  business,  or  the 
public  be  better  served,  or  for  both  of  these  reasons  ?  A.  I  believe  the  company 
which  understands  its  business  and  has  its  modes  of  doing  business,  it  should  not  b© 
placed  on  a  par  with  companies  that  are  placed  in  the  hands  of  inexperienced  men, 
men  who  do  not  know  an  insurance  policy  from  a  piece  of  blank  paper, 

Q.  What  class  of  insurance  do  you  cultivate  ?  A.  Oar  business  is  a  private 
dwelling  house  and  farm  business. 

Q.  Do  you  do  any  commercial  business  at  all  ?    A.  No ;  not  now. 

Q.  You  do  a  private  dwelling  house  and  farm  businepx?     A.  Yes;  farm  buildings 
and  churches  and  school  houses  and  town  halls,  i:-olated  and  non-hazardous  risks. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  Are  these  companies  that  are  in  the  Underwriters'  Association  engaged  in 
the  same  business  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q    They  are  competitors  m  the  same  bubiness.     A.   Yes. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  WeniwortK)  : 

Q.  But  they  also  go  much  further  ?  A.  Yes  ;  but  they  are  competitors  in  the 
same  business. 

Q.  I  suppose  the  real  facts  were,   that  when  your  agents  were  asked  to  discon- 
tinue your  company,   that  an  agent  with  your  lines   combined   also  with  the  more 
hazardous  risks  in   the  other  companies,  if  they  wanted  to  drop  their  business,   and 
then  take  your  business  in  their  hands  ?     A.   I  presume  so. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Were  there  any  companies  belonging   to  the  association  which  were  doin^ 
business   exactly  on   the  same,  lines  as  your  company  ?     A.  An  American  company 
called  the  Agricultural,  of  Watertown,  ooes  the  same  business. 
By  Mr.  Quillet  : 

Q.  They  are  not  in  the  list  of  1886  ?    No  ;  I  only  believe  that  they  were. 

Q.  The  Watertown  Mutual  Insurance  Company  ?  A.  That  is  a  commercial 
company. 

Q.  Is  your  company  purely  mutual  ?    A.  A  purely  mutual  and  non-hazardous 

company. 

Q.  I  see  here  that  an  agreement  laid  down  in  the  constitution  makes  an  excep- 
tion of  these  companies :  "  1  further  pledge  royself  to  charge  tariff  rates  for  all 
business  placed  by  me  in  any  company,  purely  mutual  oflSces  alone  excepted.  A. 
What  is  the  date  of  that  ?  ,  c    -l 

Q.  15th  October,  1886.  A.  I  was  not  aware.  I  am  not  a  member  of  the 
association.  i        r       j 

Q.  What  is  the  object  of  that?  I  suppose  it  was  that  when  they  found  you 
would  not  join,  these  agents  were  to  be  at  liberty  to  go  with  you,  and  that  the 
agents  were  to  pledge  themselves  to  charge  certain  tariff  rates,  with  the  exception  ot 
the  purely  mutual  companies  ?  A.  The  association,  as  I  understand  it,  exempted, 
our  class  of  business  from  the  operation  of  the  tariff.  •«■      *     9 

Q.  Do  they  cut  the  rates  in  that  class  of  business  lower  than  the  tariff  rates  f 
A.  Yes;  they  have  no  tariff  rates. 
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By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  There  is  no  tariff?    A.  No ;  there   is   no   tariff  for  non-hazardons   business. 

By  Mr.  Boyle: 
Q    How  do  the  rates  of  the  association  companies  compare  with  yours   for  this 
<3la8B  of  business  ?    A.  1  cannot  tell  you  that.     1  do  not  think  they  have  any    stated 
rating.     In  some  instances  they  are  lower  than  we  are . 
By  Mr,  Quillet : 
Q.  Was  that  done  with  a  view  to  resenting  your  refusal  to  join  the  association  ? 
A.  I  may  be  wrong,  but  we  regarded  that  circular   of  November,    1886,   as   being 

pointedly  directed  at  us.  »    j    ■  •     j 

Q.  And  if  you  had  joined,  and  other  companies  similar  to  yours  had  joined,  it 
would  have  brought  about  uniform  rates  ?  A.  The  effect  I  believe  would  have  been 
that  a  uniform  tariff  would  have  been  established  for  the  non-hazardous  business,  and 
the  rates  raised  on  this  class  of  business  also. 
By  Mr.  Boyle : 
Q.  You  tbink  your  staying  out  kept  up  free  competition?  A.  Yes;  lam 
decidedly  of  that  opinion. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  Did  the  competition  affect  your  rates  in  any  way  ?     A.  No ;   we   have  kept 
the  same  tariff  for  a  great  number  of  years. 

Q.  Were  you  often  appealed  to  by  your  agents  on  the  ground  that  they  were 
offering  lower  rates  than  you  were  ?     A.  We  have  frequently. 

Q.  But  more  so  since  this  combination  was  formed  ?  A.  I  will  not  say  so.  That 
is  the  cry  all  along,  that  companies  belonging  to  this  association  attempt  to  cut  on 
our  class  of  business.     Our  agents  complain  that  they  are  cutting  under  us. 

Q.  That  they  insure  at  less  rates  ?     A.  Yes.     I  understand,  though,  of  course, 
this  is  from  hearsay,  and  Mr.  McLean  can  explain  that,  that  the  western   section  of 
Ontario  is  better  dealt  with  than  the  other,  that  in  the  western   section  of  Ontario 
free  trade  still  eristi,  but  it  is  protected  at  this  lower  end. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 
Q.  There  is  not  the  same  competition  in  the  east  as  in  the  west  ?     A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth}  : 
Q.  Is  there  any  arrangement  between  you  and  the  other  mutual  companies  as 
lo  your  rates  ?    A.  None  whatever. 

Q.  Each  one  does  business  as  they  think  best?  A.  Yes.  I  may  say  that  wo 
have  a  mutual  association  formed  of  the  Ontario  Mutuals,  that  is,  the  mutual  com- 
panies in  Ontario  doing  a  non-hazardous  business,  but  it  has  nothing  whatever  to  do 
with  regard  to  rates.  It  is  only  to  watch  legislation,  to  watch  insurance  legislation 
in  Ontario. 

Q.  That  more  particularly  applies  to  the  Legislature  in  Toronto  ?     A.  Yes ;  to 
the  Legislature  at  Toronto,  but  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  rates. 
Q.  I  eunpose  the  deposit  is  made  here?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  So  that  you  do  a  Dominion  business?  A.  We  have  the  privilege  of  doing  a 
Dominion  business,  but  our  business  is  mostly  in  Ontario. 

Q.  Then  your  association  is  confined  to  Ontario  exclusively  ?  A.  Yes ;  to 
Ontario  exclusively,  the  mutual  associations. 

Q    Yon  are  chartered  by  the  Government  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Your  association  covers  Ontario  exclusively  ?  A.  Yes  ;  a  nantual  afisooiar 
tion. 

By  Mr.  Boyle  : 
Q    Dl)  you  place  any  special  restrictions  upon  your  agents  in   regard   to  doing 
business  for  other  companies  ?     A.  None   at  all,  sir.     Well,   we   ask   them   not  lo 
insure  a  place  in  the  same  class  of   business  as  ourselves  when  we  appoint  them;  no 
man  can  serve  two  masters. 

Q.  What  is  your  limit?     A.  Si,000. 

Q.  If  your  agent  takes  a  little  more  than  that,  you  reinsure.  A.  Yes;  we  re-i 
insure. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  are  your  rates?  A.  Cash  system.  90  cents  for  three  years  oa 
ordinary  farm  property,  and  fee  and  note  rates  1^  per  cent.,  upon  which  we  haves 
made  an  assessment  in  no  case  exceeding  60  per  cent. 

Q.  That  would  bring  it  up  to  90  per  cent,  cash  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Bain : 

Q.  That  is  your  first   class   risks?     A.  Ordinary   farm   business  ;  our  tariff  is 
lower  on  brick  buildings  covered  with  shirgles,  and  lower  still  for  a   brick   building 
-with  a  slate  roof.     That  is  called  first  class. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  If  you  require  to  make  reinsurance  can  you  obtain  it  from  any  of  the  com- 
panies in  the  association  ?  A.  Well,  we  have  never  sought  it,  sir,  not  of  late  years. 
i  have  insured  one  or  two  risks.  I  may  state  when  we  got  this  circular  our  agentfi 
were  placed  in  this  dilemma  :  If  they  gave  up  our  business  they  would  give  up  a 
valuable  business  and  they  would  drop  a  valuable  business  if  they  gave  up  these 
insurance  companies  of  this  association.  They  had  to  choose  between  it. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Between  the  devil  and  the  deep  sea?  A.  Exactly,  and  they  chose  the  deep 
sea,  I  think.  I  don't  know  which  they  chose.  We  lost  nothing  at  all  events.  W& 
were  forced  for  a  while  to  take  businee-s,  which  we  omitted  to  do  formerly.  Wet 
were  forced  for  a  while  to  insure  very  hazardous  risks,  but  that  was  only  for  a  short 
time. 

By  the  Chairman ; 

Q.  To  keep  your  agents  employed?  A.  To  employ  their  agents  who  stuck  to 
us,  you  know.  A  new  mutual  company  was  formed  in  London  and  many  of  our 
agents  have  taken  the  agency  of  that. 

Q.  Doing  a  hazardous  business?     A.  Yes, 

Q.  You  don't  take  flour  milk  ?  A.  No,  we  take  no  mills.  This  City  MutuaE 
was  established  and  it  is  doing  a  good  business  now.  It  was  established  in  consa- 
quenco  of  ihe  tariff'  association. 

Q.  Do  the  agents  acting  for  that  company  obtain  renewals  for  more  hszardottS 
risks  than  you  took  ?  A.  Not  that  company,  sir.  There  is  no  connection  betweea 
the  two  companies. 

Q.  You  did  not  object  to  your  agents  doing  that?     A.  We  don't   object  to  gup 
-agents  acting  for  any  company  that  don't  interfere  with  our  business. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  Have  you  concurrent  insurance   with   any   of  the   association   compaases  ? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Do  J  ou  understand  that  they  declined  to  accept  concurrent  insurance  withi 
your  company  ?  A.  I  have  heard  that  they  do,  that  they  would  not  take  any  insur- 
ance from  any  person  who  would  insure  in  a  company  outside  of  the  association. 

Q  They  declined  risks  with  companies,  or  with  individuals  who  patronized 
companies  outside  of  the  association  ?  A.  I  have  hoard  that  to  be  the  case,  and  the 
consequence  has  been  that  a  great  many  of  our  wholesale  merchants,  on  account  of 
the  arbitrary  treatment  of  this  association,  are  doing  their  business  on  the  other  sido 
now  and  doing  what  is  called  noderj^round  insurance,  writing  their  business  in  New 
York  and  other  places.  I  know  a  large  factory  in  London  that  has  got  all  thecp 
business  in  this  way,  and  one  of  the  largest  wholesale  merchants  in  Toronto  writes 
all  his  business  in  New  York  now. 

By  Mr.  Bain  ( Wentworth)  :  ,        o    »    ^r 

Q.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  this  class  of  business  is  great  here?   A.  Yes. 

q'  Are  you  offered  a  similar  class  of  business  from  the  American  side.  A,  No; 
it  is  illegal  also  to  canvass  lor  that  business  in  this  country,  but  the  way  they  get 
over  it  is  that  the  party  who  wants  insurance  can  go  over  there  and  purchase  it.     _ 

Q  l' suppose  you  would  find  a  difficulty  in  enforcing  your  claim  in  a  court  if  it 
became  necessary  lo  do  so?  A.  We  would  have  to  run  the  risk  for  it,  or  suing  im 
the  American  courts. 
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Q.  Tou  would  have  difficulty  in  collecting  ?  A.  It  would  be  the  natural  diffi- 
culty of  colleotiDg  an  American  claim.  You  could  not  enforce  a  claim  in  the  courts 
here,  I  should  say. 

Q.  How  do  your  rates  compare  with  what  they  were  6  or  7  years  ago.  They 
are  really  about  the  same  7  A.  Our  rates  have  been  the  same  for  about  8  or 
10  years. 

Q.  Were  they  lower  during  the  dark  days  when  insurance  companies  went 
down  so  thickly  7  or  8  years  ago?  A.  No;  our  rates  were  I  think  a  little  lower 
about  10  years  ago,  and  then  we  raised  them  to  what  I  have  mentioned  and  kept 
them  up  since.  In  fact  I  think  the  rates  were  almost  better  for  the  companies  at 
that  time  than  now.  There  is  a  new  hazard  springing  up  in  our  business.  These 
steam  threshers  are  universally  used  and  they  all  become  very  liberal  in  the  insarance 
of  live  stock  from  lightning  in  the  fields.  These  two  hazards  are  added  to  the  others. 

Q.  You  are  unable  to  obtain  a  special  rate  against  the  risk  from  fiie  from  stoam 
threshers?     A.  No;  we  cannot. 

Q.  You  take  chances  with  ordinary  precaution  ?  A.  Yes  ;  we  cannot  enforco^ 
that  extra  rate. 

Q.  I  suppose  you  object  to  paying  the  loss  if  they  don't  have  a  permit  from  yon  ? 
A,  Yes. 

By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  What  is  the  effect  ?  How  much  have  been  the  losses  owing  to  steam  threshers 
within  recent  years  ?  A.  I  am  only  speaking  from  memory,  but  it  has  been  increas- 
ing every  year. 

Q.  It  has  been  ?  A.  Yes;  I  think  the  machines  are  no  better  than  they  were, 
l)nt  thire  are  a  great  many  of  them  being  used. 

Q.  A  little  more  carelessness?    A-    Yea. 

Q.  Too  much  confidence?  A.  Yes ;  too  much  confiderce.  A  man  uses  a 
machine  one  season,  and  he  thinks  because  he  gets  off  that  season  he  gets  careless, 
Siiid  there  is  a  good  deal  in  that.  Our  losses  have  increased  every  year  through 
^ttam  threshers. 

Q.  Is  there  any  special  matter  to  which  we  have  not  referred.  This  is  a  new- 
question  with  us.  You  are  the  first  we  have  had,  and  we  would  like  if  there  is  any 
3 OS portant  matter  that  has  not  been  asked  of  you  that  you  would  suggest  it  ?  A. 
Wo;  I  do  not  know  of  any,  sir. 

Q.  Your  opinion  is  about  this  combination  in  fire  insurance  that  it  is  injurious 
io  the  public  interest  and  harmful  so  far  as  your  association  is  concorned  ?  A. 
Wei',  1  won't,  perhaps,  go  so  far  as  that.  I  mean  to  say  that  the  association,  I  don't 
ihink,  is  much  benefit  to  the  companies,  and  where  they  interfere  with  other  com- 
panies that  is  injarions. 

Q.  I  am  referring  to  this  circular  where  they  interfere — interfering  with  legiti- 
mate business  and  the  freedom  of  other  companies  ?  A.  I  think  they  are  harmful 
in  that  way,  and  then  alto  they  send  arbitrary  rates  that  I  do  not  approve  of.  I 
jknow  Mr.  McLean  and  I  don't  agree  on  that. 

Q.  Would  you  explain  the  fixing  of  arbitrary  rates— what  effect  it  has?  I  think 
that  is  a  very  important  thing.  This  combination  fixes  the  rates  and  allows  nothing 
for  the  judgment  of  the  agent  or  for  the  character  of  the  man  insured  ?  A .  That  is 
the  way  1  understand  their  tariff.  There  is  a  tariff  of  rates  fixed— the  minimum 
latee.  They  may  be  added  to  as  much  as  they  please.  There  don't  appear  to  bo 
any  discrimination  allowed. 

Q.  They  can  put  as  much  on  but  they  cannot  take  anything  off?  A.  There  is 
xot  the  natural  freedom.  They  have  a  standai  d  tariff,  and  in  that  way  it  takes  from 
the  freedom  of  the  agent  to  a  very  great  extent.  Now,  there  may  be  two  buildings 
jjrecitely  alike,  aid  these  buildings,  according  to  that  tariff,  would  have  to  be  charged 
ahkcj^ although  there  would  be  a  great  deal  more  hazard  in  one  than  in  the  other. 

Q.  This  cast  iron  arrangement  does  not  take  that  into  account?  A.  It  gives 
3!o  credit  to  moral  hazard. 
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By  Mr.  Bain  {WeniworiK)  : 
Q.  How  do  J  ou  deal -with  that 'difBculty  in  your  company?  A.  Our  opinion, 
sir,  is  that  it  affects  commeicial  insurance  more  especially.  We  trust  a  good  deal  to 
our  agents  as  to  the  character  of  the  parties  whom  they  insure.  All  the  country  is 
laid  out  in  territoiies  and  our  agents  are  supposed  to  know  the  residents  of  that 
territory,  and  he  is  supposed  to  know  each  person,  and  wo  have  to  trust  to  their 
knowledge  of  the  people. 

Q.  That  depends  upon  the  character  of  the  agent  a  great  deal  ?     A,  Yes. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  You  place  the  responsibility  upon  him  ?  A.  Yes  ;  the  success  of  the  company 
depends  upon  the  agents  to  a  very  great  extent. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Weniworth) : 
Q.    1  suppose  ihe  agenis   tend  in  the   applications  to  the  company  and  give  the 
moral  character  of  the  applicant,  and  all  th^t  tort  of  thing?     A.  We  have  had  men 
working  for  us  for  twenty-five  years  and  they  take  an  interest  in  the  welfare  of  tho 
company, 

Q.  After  all,  there  is  a  difference  between  agents  and  agents  ?  A.  Yes. 
Q.  1  suppose,  on  the  other  hand,  yon  have  one  check,  if  a  farmer  is  repeatedly 
incurring  great  losses  you  would  have  a  tendency  to  drop  him  out?  A.  We  have 
had  men  very  unfortunate.  We  have  had  one  or  two  mtn  burned  out  three  or  lour 
times,  but  every  time  it  was  an  accidental  five.  Well,  we  think  it  would  be  cowardly 
to  drop  him  because  he  had  had  three  or  four  fires,  and  in  another  case  where  a  man 
has  had  one  fire,  and  we  would  be  glad  to  drop  him. 

Q.  Yes  ;  but  after  all  it  all  just  comes  back  to  this,  that  it  all  depends  upon  the 
agent  a  great  deal  ?     A.  Yes,  it  depends  a  great  deal  uf  on  the  agent. 

Q.  I  suppose  really  the  best  precaution  is  where  the  ageot  gives  you  a  close 
value?  A.  Our  object  is  to  insure  for  two-thirds  of  the  value  of  the  property,  and 
we  are  endeavoring  to  keep  that  way,  but,  of  course,  there  is  a  great  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  valuations. 
By  Mr.  Ghiillet : 
Q.  I  tnink  it  is  important  that  the  standing  of  your  company  should  be  known 
in  connection  with  your  evidence.     Has  your  company  been  successful?     A.  Yea, 

Q.  You  are  the  largest  western  mutual,  1  think?  A.  We  are  the  largest 
mutual  company,  we  have  more  properly  insured  in  Ontario  than  any  other  com- 
pany. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  What  amount  ?     A.  I  think  the  last  return  shows  142,000,000. 
Q.  You  are  a  very  large  company  then  ?    A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Quillet . 
Q.  You  have  accumulated  a  large  rest  or  surplus  ?  A.  Yes  ;  we  have  about 
847,000  ;  we  are  a  purely  mutual  company.  There  are  no  profits.  We  find  our 
rates  sufficient  to  carry  on  the  company  and  to  have  that  surplus,  we  have  that  sur- 
plus $47,000  in  debentures  deposited  with  the  Government  here.  We  are  only  a 
mutual  company,  but  we  have  a  license  from  this  Government,   from   the  Dominion 

Government. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Your  business  is  nearly  all  in  Ontario?  A.  We  went  down  to  the  lower 
Provinces  and  got  $400,000.  You  see  the  class  of  property  we  insure  is  very  safe. 
Now,  for  instance,  you  will  find  one  of  these  other  companies  will  take  risks  worth 
10  per  cent,  per  annum  and  all  the  deposit  they  have  is  $100,000,  and  they  will  take 
risks  from  75  cents  per  annum  to  10  per  cent,  per  annum.  Ours  is  only  IJ  per  cent. 
for  three  years, 

Q.   Very  hazardous  risks?     A.  Yes 

Q,  What  proportion  of  your  cash  policies  and  premium  note  policies  ?  A.  i 
think  the  premium  note  policies  are  about  two-thirds.  Our  premium  note  is  in- 
creasing  all  the  time.     We  are  encouraging  it. 
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Q.  The  other  you  are  not  cultivating  ?    A.  Wo  are  cultivating  the  premium. 
note  business,  as  we  regard  it  as  the  legitimate  business. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  WentwortK)  : 

Q.  The  $400,000  you  have  is  premium  notes  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  don't  take  a  premium  note  from  a  tenant?  A.  No;  they  are  all  on  tha 
cash  system.  The  assessment  has  been  57j  per  cent,  on  our  premium  notes,  and  the 
higher  assessment  on  premium  notes  has  been  60. 

Q.  What  per  cent,  is  your  premium  notes  ?    A.  IJ  on  ail  the  farm  property. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  The  collection  is  52|  on  premium  notes  ?  A.  Yes;  that  would  be  '78  instead 
of  90,  consequently  our  promiam  note  business  is  the  legitimate  business  of  a  mutual 
company,  and  it  is  increasing. 


EoBERT  McLean,  sworn. 

By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Will  yoQ  state  your  name  ?     A.  Eobert  McLean, 

Q.  And  your  occupation  ?  A.  Secretary  of  the  Canadian  Fire  Underwriters* 
Association. 

Q.  Eesidence  ?     A.  Toronto. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  secretary  to  this  association  ?  A.  Since  its  incep- 
tion in  1885. 

Q-  Were  you  one  of  the  promoters  and  organizers  of  it  ?    A.  I  was. 

Q.  Were  you  in  the  insurance  business  before  that  ?    A.  I  was. 

Q  In  what  capacity  ?  A.  Inspector.  Ten  years  for  the  Gore  Mutual,  after- 
■wards  for  the  Scottish  Commercial,  and  afterwards  for  the  British  American,  and 
then  I  bpcame  secretary.     I  have  been  in  the  business  since  1864. 

Q.  Who  is  the  president  of  your  association  ?  A.  Mr.  Kenny,  of  the  Western 
Insurance  Company. 

Q.  What  companies  are  in  your  association  ?  Is  the  list  given  here  ?  A.  Yes; 
it  is  given  there.     They  are  not  all  in.     The  Qaeen  City  is  not  in  now. 

Q.  Strike  off  the  ones  that  are  not  in.  A.  The  Atlas  has  been  added  since. 
(Eshibit  43a.) 

Q.   Then  there  are  about  32  companies  at  present  ? 
By  Mr.  Bain  {Weniworth)  : 

Q.  All  stock  companies?  A.  Except  the  Waterloo  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany. There  are  two  classes  of  mutual  companies,  the  mixed  and  the  pure  mutual. 
The  Gore  Mutual  and  Waterloo  are  mixed.     They  take  risks  on  the   cash  principle. 

Q.  The  Gore  Mutual  has  no  subscribed  stock  ?    A.   No. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Does  this  a-isociation  work  pretty  well?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  are  quite  satisfied  with  the  result  of  your  association  being  formed  ?  A. 
Well,  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  any  complaint. 

Q.  Have  you  had  a  good  many  fines?     A.   We  have  fined  nobody. 

Q.  Any  complaints  made  to  your  association  about  cutting  rates  ?  A.  Oh,  yes, 
certainly. 

Q.  i  thought  you  said  there  were  no  complaints  ?  A.  I  thought  you  meant 
from  the  public.  There  are  complaints  from  companies  of  violation  of  the  tariff  by 
agents.  If  you  turn  to  the  end  of  that  book  (pointing  to  the  minute  book)  yoa  will 
6ee  lots  of  them. 

Q.  A  good  many  complaints  there  ?  You  say  there  are  no  complaints  from  the 
public?     A.    I  do  Dot  think  so, 

Q.  I,  as  one  of  the  public,  have  been  complaining  ?  A.  Not  to  me.  I  am  not 
going  to  give  hearsay  evidence. 

Q.  Your  business  is  not  with  the  public,  but  insurance  companies?  A.  The 
public  sometimes  write  to  me  as  well  as  the  companies. 
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Q.  The  people  must  understand  the  particulars  of  this  association.  You  regu- 
late the  prices  for  all  classes  of  risks.  You  have  a  tariff?  A.  We  have  a  tariff  tor 
all  classes  of  risks  and  for  all  places.  We  do  not  have  the  same  tariff  for  all  places. 
The  tariff  is  fixed  with  regard  for  the  facilities  which  each  place  has  for  extinguish- 
ing fires.  You  will  notice  by  this  book  that  we  divide  the  risks  into  six  classes  : 
A,  B,  C,  D,  B  and  F.  A,  B  and  C  are  places  having  water  works,  D  places  having 
steam  fire  engines  and  other  appliances  for  extinguishing  fires,  and  E  places  having 
either  hand  fire  engines  or  standard  chemical  engines,  while  F  is  for  places  having 
no  kind  of  protection  whatever. 

Q.  About  your  company  or  association ;  is  there  one  association  or  two?  A. 
Only  one.     It  has  two  branches. 

Q.  Where  are  the  two  branches  located  ?  A.  One  in  Toronto  and  the  other  in 
Montreal. 

Q.  Each  one  having  equal  power?  A.  Yes;  concurrent  power.  (Exhibit  43a 
■ — Article  5.) 

Q.  Like  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament ;  nothing  becomes  law  unless  it  is^ 
passed  by  both  ?  A.  That  is  it,  exactly,  at  the  semi-annual  meeting,  when  both 
branches  meet. 

Q.  What  do  they  do  when  the  two  branches  meet  ?  A.  Whatever  is  agreed  on. 
there  becomes  law  at  once. 

Q.  That  settles  it,  when  both  meet?     A.   Yes. 

Q.  When  is  this  tariff  arranged  ;  at  this  semi-annual  meeting?  A.  The  tariff' 
was  principally  arranged  at  the  first  meeting.  There  have  been  modifications  of  it 
from  time  to  time . 

Q.  Look  at  this  circular  a  moment  (handing  witness  a  circular  respecting 
agents)  ?  A.  Such  an  arrangement  was  made  at  one  of  the  meetings,  and  subse- 
quently, as  you  will  find  in  that  book  (pointing  to  the  minutes^,  it  was  repealed  at 
another  meeting.  I  have  marked  it.  It  was  repealed  because  all  the  companies 
did  not  give  in  their  adherence. 

Q.  What  is  the  date  of  this  ?    A.  The  1st  April,  1886. 
Q.  You  passed  that  resolution  ?     A.   Yes,  at  the  previous  meetitjg  in  1885. 
Q.  Not  the  previous  meeting,  by  a  good  many  ?     A.  The  annual   meetings   ar& 
the  thing.     They  do  not  deal  with  rates  at  any  of  the  ordinary  meetings.     I  do  not 
think  that  is  the  proper  date.     Probably  that  was   the  date   that  that  circular  was 
sent  out  by  that  company. 

Q.  The  13lh  of  October  would  be  it,  probably  ?    A.  Very  likely. 
Q.  You  had  a  meeting  then  for  several  days  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  1  will  read  from  the  minutes :  "  The  committee  beg  to  report  that  after  full 
consideration  of  the  existing  rule  bearing  on  joint  agencies,  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee  that  they  are  sufficiently  clear  to  enable  the  associatioQ  to  deal  with  the 
case  at  Toronto  which  has  been  brought  under  its  notice.  That  in  order  to  avoid 
similar  questions  in  future,  it  be  resolved  that  hereafter  no  office,  or  person  holding 
official  connection  with  a  non-tariff  office  or  acting  as  agent  or  sub-agent  for  a  non 
tariff  offiice  shall  be  eligible  to  represent  or  act  for  a  tariff  office,  whether  as  general 
agent,  sub-agent  or  in  any  capacity  whatever."  This  was  unanimously  adopted. 
What  was  the  difficulty  in  this  Toronto  case  ?  A.  It  was  with  reference  to  the 
Millers'  and  Manufacturers'. 

Q.  What  was  it  ?  A.  They  were  taking  premiums  in  cash  at  less  than  the 
association  rates. 

Q.  Is  that  the  Flour  Millers'  Association  ?  A.  It  is  managed  by  Messrs.  Scott 
and  Walmsley.    It  was  not  with  reference  to  the  London  Mutual. 

Q.  You  passed  a  resolution  that  no  non-tariff  agent  should  have  any  business. 
You  say  that  was  repealed.  Now,  when?  A.  March,  1886.  The  1st  of  April; 
we  call  it  the  March  meeting. 

Q.  It  was  repealed  in  March  or  April?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Well,  you  say  that  the  object  of  the  resolution  was  carried,  and  then  you 
rescinded  it.    Is  that  what  I  understood  you   to  say  ?     A.  No ;  because   one   of  the 
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companies  would  not  agree  to  it.  If  any  one  company  does  not  agree  to  anything 
that  is  passed— they  were  not  present  at  the  meeting,  I  presume — it  is  rescinded. 
We  do  not  act  unless  there  is  unanimity  in  the  association. 

Q.  It  must  be  unanimous  ?     A.  Tea. 

Q.  I  understood  you  a  moment  ago  to  say  that  the  object  ot  the  resolution  was 
passed?    A.  No;  you  misunderstood  me. 

Q.  One  company  refused  to  go  into  this  agreement?    A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  What  company  was  that  ?  A.  I  think  it  was  the  Northern  Insurance  Com- 
pany. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  I  see  this  resolution,  which  had  been  passed  at  a  previous  meeting,  was  re- 
scinded by  a  vote  of  6  to  4  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  There  were  12  members  present;  two  not  voting?  A.  Yes.  You  will  find 
in  the  constitution  that  there  is  nothing  new  required,  except  that  the  agent  of  any 
of  these  companies  in  the  association  shall  not  place  a  risk  in  any  of  these  cash  Mu- 
tuals  at  a  less  rate  than  in  a  stock  company.  He  is  allowed  to  be  an  agent  for  any 
cash  mutual,  but  not  to  insure  in  that  cash  mutual  at  a  less  rate  than  for  the  com- 
pany he  represents  in  the  association. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  He  holds  up  the  tariff  rate?    A.  Exactly.     You  will  see  that  in  the  book. 
By  the  Ch^iirman  : 

Q.  What  is  he  to  do  with  the  premium  note  ?     A.  Does  as  he  likes. 

Q.  Is  he  permitted  to  deal  with  the  premium  note?  A.  Yes;  without  any  re- 
ference to  us. 

Q.  Did  all  the  companies  come  in  ?  A.  They  were  all  in  before.  There  is  none 
of  the  companies  left,  except  the  Queen  City  of  Toronto,  and  the  Millers'  and  Manu- 
facturers' Mutual. 

Q.  What  companies  had  this  resolution  reference  to,  if  they  were  all  in  ?  A.  I 
do  not  know.     It  might  have  reference  to  more  companies. 

Q.  Ourfriend  Mr.  McDonald  ?  A.  No;  because  he  did  not  come  into  competi- 
tion.    Do  you  take  cash  mutual  premiums,  Mr.  McDonald  ? 

Mr.  McDonald — Yes. 

WiTNKSs— Oh,  you  came  in  then  ?    We  would  not  have  allowed  an  agent  of  ours 
to  place  a  risk,  a  commercial  risk,  at  less  than  the  tariff  rate.     It  did  not  mean  him, 
because  we  had  no  tariff  on  dwelling  risks. 
By  Mr.  Quillet : 

Q.  Are  these  what  you  call  non-hazardous  risks  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  are  explaining  the  resolution  in  a  wrong  way.  "  Hereafter,  no  office, 
or  person  holding  official  fonnection  with  a  non-tariff  office,  or  acting  as  agent,  or 
sub-agent  for  a  non-tanff  office,  shall  be  eligible  to  represent  or  act  for  a  tariff  office, 
whether  as  general  a^ent,  sub-agent,  or  in  any  capacity  whatever."  Then  Mr.  Mc- 
Donald's agents  would  not  be  permitted  to  act  for  any  company  of  your  association  ? 

Q.  It  was  repealed,  however,  absolutely  ?     A.   Yes. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  Your  agents  kicked?  A.  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  know.  I  do  not  deal 
with  agents.     I  do  not  know  what  they  do  to  the  companies. 

The  Chairman— He  is  secretary  of  all  the  companies  and  should  know, 

Mr  Bain-No  ;  the  agent  complains  to  the  manager  of  his  particular  company. 
JJere,  the  managers  come  together,  as  in  an  association,  and  itr.  McLean  not  being 
the  inanager  of  any  company  would  not  come  in  contact  with  ihe  agents. 

Witness — I  do  not  represent  any  company. 
Jby  the  Chairman : 

Q  If  he  has  come  in  contact  with  the  people,  he  has  come  in  contact  with  insur- 
ance agents?  A.  Very  frequently  insurance  agents  write  to  me.  with  regard  t» 
rates,  and  i  invariably  answer  them.  ° 
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Q.  What  companies  was  this  aimed  at  ?  A.  At  all  companies  doing  a  cash  basi- 
nesB,  and  a  mutual  business  still.     It  was  aimed  at  Mr.  Macdonald  that  far. 

Q.  If  you  had  succeeded  in  getting  Mr.  Macdonald's  agents  away  from  his  com- 
pany on  this  resolution,  you  would  have  left  him  high  and  dry  ?  A.  Supposing  the 
agent  would  rather  stick  to  Mr.  Macdonald  than  to  the  companies  in  this  association, 
we  would  be  left. 

Q.  Butjouhad32  companies  and  your  object  was  to  get  the  agents  to  make 
their  choice  as  between  the  32  companies  or  one?  A.  You  must  remember  that 
there  are  a  great  many  more  mutual  companies  than  stock  companies — a  great, 
many  more. 

Q.  Alter  you  failed  to  crush  them  out,  you  repealed  the  resolution  ?  A.  1  beg 
your  pardon,  that  was  not  the  idea,  and  that  was  not  the  object.  It  would  not  affect, 
companies  doing  a  purely  mutual  business,  as  there  was  no  tariff  rate  for  them. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 
Q.  Coming  bacis  to  that  matter  again,  there  was  no  rate  on  non-hazardous  risks  ? 
A.  1^0  ;  not  on  farm  properties.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  oonapanies  aetel  on  that  prin- 
ciple before  there  wac  any  resolution.  Supposing  you  are  a  m.anufacturer  of  agri- 
cultural implements,  and  you  have  an  agent  in  London,  who  took  an  agency  for 
some  other  manufacturer,  and  was  selling  his  machine  at  a  less  price  than  yours;  I 
do  not  think  you  would  stand  it.  I  do  not  think  you  would  allow  him  to  be  your 
agent. 

Q.  It  has  been  stated  here  that  it  was  almost  a  necessity  for  an  insurance  agent, 
in  order  to  be  successful,  to  be  the  agent  of  three  or  four  companies?  A.  He  will  do 
better,  if  he  devotes  his  fuU  time  to  it. 

Q.  Ton  prevented  Mr.  Macdonald's  agents  from  representing  any  of  those 
thirty-two  companies  ?     A.  No;  he  could  not. 

Q.  That  was  boycotting  Mr.  Macdonald's  company? 

Mr.  Boyle— This  only  shows  in  a  degree  one  purpose  of  the  association. 

By  Mr.  Bain  {Wentworth)  ; 
Q.  There  is  no  restriction  now  ?     A.  None  whatever. 

By  Mr.  Quillet  : 
Q.  With  reference  to  risks  that  are  non-hazardous,  what  are  these  ?     A.  There 
are  churches,  schoolhouses,  dwellings,  and  all  kinds  of  farm  property. 
Q.  Those  you  have  a  tariff  rale  on  ?     A.  No  ;  no  tariff  rate. 
Q.  Aeverhad?     A.  Yes,  we  had;  just   the   same  as  we  h^d    with  others  where 
their   companies   would   agree   to   it.     It   was  repealed.    I  think,  however,  in  the 
Province  of  Qoebec  they  have  a  tariff  for  farm  property  there. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  association  has  removed  from  the  tariff  all  non- 
hazardous  risks  in  Ontario,  but  kept  them  in  force  in  Quebec?  A,  They  did  not 
remove  what  was  not  in  existence. 

Q.  Isolated  dwellings  and  farm  property,  these  risks  were  at  one  time  under  the 
tariff?  A.  Yes;  for  probably  six  months.  A  tariff  was  proposed  at  one  meeting 
and  repealed  at  the  very  next.  Certain  companies  did  noi  give  in  their  adher- 
ence, so  that  it  was  not  carried  unanimously.  You  will  see  by  the  minutes  how 
long  it  was  in  existence. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 
Q.  I  see  that  the  three  years'  non-hazardous  risks  are  referred  to  at  a  meeting' 
held  in  Montreal.  The  report  of  the  meeting  speaks  of  the  then  existing  tariff  rates 
for  non-hazardous  three  years'  risks,  and  a  resolution  was  adopted  to  the  effect  that 
they  be  maintained.  Then  the  question  was  under  discussion  then.  How  long 
previous  to  that  was  the  non-hazardous  risk  established  ?  A,  Here  it  is,  "  that  farm 
property  and  dwellings  generally  be  rated  likewise ;  churches,  schoolhouses  and  a» 
other  exempted  property  to  be  included  in  the  general  tariff."  They  were  not  be- 
fore that. 

Q.  When  was  the  first  attempt  ?     A.   April  2nd,  1886. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  it  was  not  reported  at  all  as  far  as  the  general  association, 
was  concerned,  with  the  exception  of  the  Province  of  Ontario  ?    A.  Yes. 
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Q.   It  was  repealed  for  the  Province  of  Ontario  only  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Tbon  it  is  in  iorce  still  ?  A.  I  think  it  is  in  Quebec,  but  I  cannot  speak  so 
"well  of  that  Provirice,  I  see  the  minutes  say  :  "  The  amendment  was  lost,  and  the 
main  motion  beirg  ])nt  was  carried  by  12  ayes  to  3  nays."  Then  it  "  recommends  to 
Ihe  association  that  the  schedule  of  minimum  rates  on  non-hazardous  risks  as  set 
forih  on  page  37  of  the  Ontario  tariff  be  suspended  so  far  as  the  Province  of  Ontario 
is  concerned — excln&ive  of  the  City  of  Toronto. "     It  is  still  in  force  in  Toronto. 

Q.  Are  you  aware  that  this  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  London  are  not  do- 
ing business  in  Quebec  ?     A.  I  am  not  aware.     I  think  they  do  business  in  Quebec. 

Mr.  McDonald. — We  do  some  business  just  on  the  border  across  the  river  here 
Bear  where  our  Ontario  agents  happen  to  be. 

Q  Then  this  action  was  forced  upon  the  association  by  the  action  of  the  Mutual 
©f  London  ?  A.  I  think  it  was  in  consequence  of  the  losses  on  farm  property  in  the 
Province  of  Quebec. 

Q.  But  as  far  as  the  action  in  Ontario  was  concerned  ?  A.  It  was  in  conse- 
quence of  tbe  members  of  our  association  being  against  it.  That  was  the  reason.  It 
was  carried  unanimously  in  the  first  place,  as  you  know. 

Q.  Yon  think  the  independent  competition  of  the  London   Mutual  had  no  effect 
Tirhatever  in  reducing  that  ?    A.  I  do  not  thick  so. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  There  were  twelve  present,  and  only  six  voted  for  the  repeal  of  it,  so  that  it 
was  not  unanimously  rescinded  ?    A.  It  was  rescinded  all  the  same. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  Why  was  the  tariff  not  placed  upon  dwellings  ?  A,  Because  certain  com- 
panies were  opposed  to  tariffs  on  dwellings. 

Q,  The  London  Mutual  insures  dwellings  very  largely,  does  it  not  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.   You  do  not  think  that  influenced  your  action  ?     A.   No,  I  do  not. 

Q.  Was  it  never  reasoned  and  arguea  that  the  London  Mutual  would  have  the 
advantage  if  you  placed  the  tariff  on  dwellings  ?  A.  Not  with  respect  to  the  Lon- 
don Mutual,  any  more  than  any  other. 

Q.  That  was  one  of  the  objects  of  meeting  this  matter  in  this  way  ?  A.  There 
:are  several  reasons.  For  instance  on  isolated  property,  one  company  will  take  the 
■whole  of  it,  and  they  may  take  it  under  or  over  the  tariff.  There  would  be  a  diffi- 
onlty  in  ascertaining  whether  the  tariff  was  violated  or  not. 

Q.  Do  you  change  your  rates  at  certain  points  where  you  find  local  competition 
makes  it  necessary  ?     A.  They  are  all  rated   according  to  the  places  they  are  in. 

Q.  Do  you  vary  your  rates  where  you  find  local  competition  with  the  outside 
■companies,  because  it  would  cause  you  to  lose  your  business,  unless  you  did  ?  A. 
The  rates  are  not  varied,  except  in  certain  cases. 

Q.  Have  you  at  any  time  modified  your  rates  on  account  of  local  competition 
with  companies  who  are  not  in  the  association  ?     A.  I  do  not  tbink  so. 

Q.  Was  there  any  resolution  passed  in  the  case  of  Hamilton  where  it  was  stated 
that  there  was  competition  with  outside  companies?  A.  They  have  a  hoard  of 
their  own  in  Hamilton. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Does  not  your  association  fix  the  rale  for  the  whole  Province  of  Ontario  ? 
A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  Was  it  ever  mentioned  in  the  association  that  you  were  losing  business  in 
Hamilton  on  account  of  the  competition  at  lower  rates  than  your  tariff  rates  ?  A.  I 
(cannot  say  that.  A  letter  was  read  from  the  secretary  of  the  Hamilton  board  at  a 
meeting  held  in  Montreal  on  the  12th,  13th  and  14th  October. 

Q.  Is  that  a  meeting  of  the  association  ?  A.  That  is  a  meeting  of  the  associa- 
tion. * 

Q.  A  meeting  at  Montreal.    You  were  secretary  of  it  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  This  clause  refers  to  scheduled  rates  in  Hamilton.  It  say's :  "  The  letter 
from  the  secretary  of  the  Hamilton  board,  read  at  Tuesday  afternoon's  session  (ufrfe 
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No.  59),  was  taken  up  in  conjunction  with  the  resolution  of  that  board  passed  on  the 
11th  instant,  as  follows  :  '  Resolved,  that  the  increased  scheduled  rates  for  specials 
in  Hamilton  is  forcing  some  of  the  largest  and  best  business  risks  into  non-tariff  and 
mutual  companies,  to  the  great  loss  of  the  tariff  companies,  and  in  view  of  this  fact, 
the  Hamilton  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  express  a  hope  that  the  present  position 
of  affairs  will  receive  the  serious  consideration  of  the  general  meeting  of  the  Cana- 
dian Fire  Underwriters'  Association  now  in  session.' "  What  action  was  taken  upon 
that  ?  A.  No  action  whatever,  except  after  the  association  was  formed  we  took  up 
this  principle  of  pchednled  rating. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Have  you  answered  Mr.  Guillet's  question  ?    A.  Which  question  ? 

By  Mr.  Quillet ; 
Q.  Was  any  action  taken  to  meet    that   difficulty  ?    A.  I  do  not  think  so,  with 
the  exception  of  applying  the  tariff. 

Q.  Did  you  change  the  class  in  which  Hamilton  was  ?  Was  Hamilton  always 
in  class  A  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  1  see  here  with  reference  to  scheduled  rates  in  Hamilton  this  also: 
"The  secretary  was  instructed  in  reply  to  the  Hamilton  Board  to  say  the  association 
had  had  under  its  consideration  at  this  meeting  the  necessity  of  providing  discretior- 
ary  powers  in  certain  cases  with  regard  to  schedule  rating,  and  it  is  believed  that 
the  action  taken  thereupon  will  to  a  very  considerable  extent  remedy  the  matters 
complained  of  ? "  A.  Well,  they  gave  me  at  that  meeting  certain  discretionary 
powers  in  regard  to  special  cases. 

Q.  You  had  discretionary  power  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  applied  it  to  Hamilton  ?  A.  Not  specially  to  Hamilton  any  more 
than  any  other  place. 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  You  are  not  answering  the  question?    A.  When  the  principle  of  scheduled 
rating  was  first  introduced  there  was  great   opposition   to   it.     It  was  not  very  well 
understood. 

By  Mr.  Quillet  : 
Q.'Did  you  exercise  discretionary  powers  ?    A.  We  have  now  three  experts  in 
the  whole  Province  inspecting  risks  and  tell  the  insured  what  to  do  with  respect  to 
improving  his  risk,  and  thus  improve  his  rate.     He  did  so  in  Hamilton. 

Q.  And  the  result  was  that  there  was  a  reduction  made  ?  A.  Bat  they  made 
improvements  in  the  risk. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Mr.  Guillet  is  asking  yon  with  reference  to  the  sending  of  an  expert  up  to 
Hamilton  and  getting  matters  arranged.  Can  you  cot  give  a  straight  answer  ?  A. 
Tou  will  surely  allow  me  to  explain  how  we  carried  out  that  inspection,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  have  no  desire  to  evade  any  question.  When  these  American  mutuals  came 
over' and  were  cutting  in  on  underground  insurance,  we  felt  that  we  could  not  lose  it 
from  any  others  because  all  the  stock  companies  are  in  the  board. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  underground  insurance  ?  A.  Underground  insurance 
companies,  companies  not  licensed  by  the  Dominion  or  Local  Parliaments.  The  way 
the  business  was  going,  these  underground  companies  came  here  and  cut  into  the 
Canadian  and  Briiish  and  all  companies,  in  fact,  in  the  assooiatioo.  They  had  no  de- 
posit in  this  country,  they  were  not  licensed  by  the  Dominion  Government  and  had 
no  right  to  do  business.    Against  this  sort  of  eompetition  we  wee   not   protected  in 

any  way.  o   *    mu 

Q.  Do  those  companies  which  are  not  licensed  do  business  here,  then  ?  A.  ihey 

'   Q."  Ib  there  no  way  of  stopping  them  V    A.  We  tried  it,  but  were  blocked  in  the. 
last  Parliament,  and  they  came  in  and  cut  rates  without  contributing  to  the  expense 
of  the  insurance  companies.    They  pay  no  taxes,  no  commission  to   agents,  and   we 
cannot  get  the  work  done. 
3-28 
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Q.  How  do  they  get  the  work  done  if  they  have  no  agent?  A.  They  cannot 
have  any  agent. 

By  Mr.  Boyle : 

Q.  The  insured  party  goes  oatside  of  the  country  and    places  his  insurance  in 
American  cities  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  The  underground  company  does  not  come  here  at  all  then  ?  A.  No ;  be- 
cause no  agent  can  place  a  risk  in  an  nndergroand  insurance  company  without  a 
penalty.  It  must  be  done  by  the  insured  himself.  He  must  go  over  to  the  United 
States  and  come  back  with  his  insurance  policy  in  his  pocket.  He  can  come  back 
with  the  policy  in  his  pocket,  bat  I  am  not  allowed  to  go  over  and  buy  even  a  coat 
without  paying  the  duty. 
By  Mr.  Quillet: 

Q.  After  all,  the  Hamilton  board  did  say  that  they  lost  busin  ess  through  non- 
tariff  companies  ?     A.  They  could  not  put  them  in  any  other  way. 

Q.  It  is  rumored  that  they  did  not  say  so  ?     A.  All  the  companies  in  Canada  are 
in  the  association,  with  the  exception  of  the  Queen  City  of  Toronto. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  The  operation  of  these  underground  insurance  companies  is,  as  I  understand 
it,  that  they  send  a  man  over  here,  and  if  you  want  the  insurance  you  write  over  to  ' 
Buffalo  ?     A.  If  you  write  over  to  Buffalo  you  will  find  out  about  the  underground 
companies. 

Q.  Is  it  not  explained  here  ?    A.  No. 

Q.  Probably  thtt  was  after  your  tariff  came  into  force.  Perhaps  your  high 
tariff  drove  the  people  out  of  the  country  to  do  business?  A.  There  was  under- 
ground insurance  before. 

Q.  Was  there  a  grievance;  was  there  much  of  it   done   before?     A.  We   were 
not  in  the  position  to  know  that  we  are  now. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  There  is  one  assumption  at  any  rate,  they  get  it  at  lower  rates  or  they  would 
not  be  induced  to  go  there  ?  A.  They  can  afford  to  cut  their  rates  if  they  have  no 
office  expenses  in  Canada,  no  taxes  to  pay  in  Canada  and  no  license  to  pay  for  doing 
business  in  Canada. 

By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  The  expenses  will  be  as  heavy  in  a  city  in  the  United  States  as    in  Canada? 
A.  But  they  have  none  here;  they  have  no  office  expenses  here. 
By  Mr,  Guillet ; 

Q.  Yes ;  but  the  parties  who  want  to  be  insured  have  to  go  to  some  expense,  and 
they  are  running  greater  risks  than  they  would  if  they  are  doing  business  regularly  ? 
A.  Yes,  the  agents  take  care  that  they  do  not  take  the  risks.  They  are  very  care- 
ful of  that.     1  think  the  penalty  for  that  is  $1,000. 

Q.  Yes;  but  doing  business  in  that  blind  way,  they  are  not  in  a  position  to  en- 
quire into  the  risk,  and  must  be  doing  business  at  a  great  deal  of  risk  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Their  agent  comes  over  here  and  makes  a  survey,  and  that  agent  must  have 
expenses  ?    A.  Yes  ;  I  suppose  so. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth')  : 

Q.  Can  you  tell  us  any  more  about  the  pcocess  itself?  A.  I  do  not  know  that 
I  can. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  do  you  know  about  the  operations  of  this  underground  business  ?  A. 
I  only  know  it  from  hearsay,  but  I  understand  that  the  way  in  which  it  is  done  is 
that  a  person  comes  over  and  reports  to  probably  more  than  one  company,  and  after 
he  has  made  a  survey  of  the  country,  he  goes  back  again.  He  may  be  in  the  em- 
ployment of  several  companies.  He  tells  you  what  kind  of  a  risk  it  is,  and  at  what 
rate  he  can  take  it,  but  the  insured  himself  writes  and  effects  the  insurance,   which 
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he  can  do  legally,  but  he  cannot  employ  any  agent  in  Hamilton,  for  instanee,  to  do 
the  thing  for  him. 

By  Mr.  Bain  ( WentwortK)  : 
Q.  One  other  matter  in  connection  with  this  :  You  say  all  the  stock  companies 
are  in  the  combination  and   therefore   the  competition  in  the  cities  could  not  arise 
because  they  were  the  only  ones  that  would  do  the  business  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  don't  the  other  companies  still  do  a  pretty  large 
business  in  the  cities  outside  of  the  large  commercial  riskfe'  on  private  dwellings? 
A.  Private  dwellings  in  Hamilton  and  Toronto  are  rated,  but  not  in  any  other  part 
of  the  Province.     They  are  not  rated  in  London  perhaps. 

Q .  As  a  matter  of  fact,  there   is  competition  between  you  and  the  mutual  com- 
panies for  all  that  class  of  risks  ?     A.  Yes ;  they  can  be  an  agent  and  mutual  agent. 
I  know  an  agent  in  Hamilton  who  is  agent  for  two  companies. 
Q.  Mutuals  take  them  up  the  same  ?     A.  Yes  ;  I  believe  so. 
Q.  Mntuals   would  compete  with   you   to  that  extent  or  the  Hamilton  agents 
would  grumble  about  that?    A.  There   are   only   two  or  three  mutuals  that  take 
commercial  risks.     The  Gore  Mutual  and  the  Waterloo  Mutual  are,  I  think,  the  only 
two  mutual  companies  that  take  cash  premiums,  that  take  commercial  risks.     The 
XiOndon  does  not  take  commercial  risks  now,  but  it  used  to. 
By  Mr.  Quillet : 
Q.  It  takes  non-hazardous  risks   in  cities  to  the  same  extent  ?    A.  Yes ;   dwell- 
ings, churches  and  public  schoolhouses. 

Q.  Tben  you  never  have  placed  a  tariff  upon  dwellings  and  churches  ?  A.  Ex- 
cept as  you  saw  it  there. 

Q.  For  that  time  ?  A.  Yes.  K  you  have  time  to  go  over  that  you  will  see  the 
whole  thing  there. 

Q  You  think  that  action  was  not  influenced  by  the  fact  that  the  London  Mutual 
was  in  operation  ?  A.  ISTot  a  bit  of  it.  It  was  in  consequence  of  the  opposition 
made  to  the  companies  in  the  association.  It  was  not  unanimous  in  the  first  place. 

Q  But  had  there  been  no  London  Mutual  or  other  companies  doing  business  in 
that  line  there  would  not  have  been  this  opposition  ?  A.  Yes,  certainly  there  would 
have  been  such  opposition . 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 
Q.  I  was  going  to  ask  you  the  objects  you  had  in  view  in  forming  the  associa- 
tion ?  A.I  can  tell  you  the  object  we  had  in  view.  Well,  our  object  was  that  we 
found  that  business  was  not  paying.  There  were  companies  previous  to  the  formation. 
of  the  tariff  in  1883,  Canadian  companies  that  went  out  ot  existence,  the  Canadian 
Fire  and  Marine,  the  Sovereign,  Provincial,jStadacona,  Dominion,  National,  Standard 
and  Canada  Agricultural  and  Ottawa  Agricultural  with  a  capital  of  $21,500,000  and 
a  subscribed  capital  of  $7,403,616. 

Q.  These  were  all  stock  companies  ?  A.  Yes ;  and  in  almost  every  case  they 
lost  the  whole  of  their  capital.  This  was  previous  to  the  formation  of  the  tariff . 
Then  I  have  here  one  of  them,  specially,  the  Sovereign.  I  have  all  the  details  of  the 
Sovereign  Insurance  Company,  when  it  was  woundup  they  had  lost  $129,880  of  their 
capital  after  paying  their  losses. 

Q.  The  object  was  you  say  to  make  some  money  out  of  the  business  and  make 
the  business  pay  ?  A.  Yes  ;  to  make  the  business  of  insurance  pay,  which  it  had  not 
done. 

The  Chairman— Confine  yourself  to  the  answer  of  Mr.  Boyle's  questions. 

By  Mr.  Boyle  :  ,  ^      .    u 

Q.  I  have  no  objection  to  your  making  explanations  after  ;  why  could  not  the 
business  be  made  to  pay  like  any  other  irrespective  ot  the  combination  ?  A.  Simply 
because  there  was  such  a  competition  and  a  rush  for  business  at  any  price,  that  they 
took  it  so  low  that  so  many  companies  failed,  and  the  others  finding  that  the  same  kind 
of  competition  lasted,  it  would  end  in  their  failure  too.  Two  of  the  companies  with- 
drew from  the  country  in  consequence  of  it,  the  Stadacona  Commercial  and  Scottish 
Imperial,  with  their  usual  Scottish  foresight,  left  the  country. 
3~28| 


436  BOBKET  MCLEAN. 


Q.  These  companies  that  withdrew  their  business  failed  in  time  ?  A.  You  will 
find  that  what  I  say  of  insurance  companies  prior  to  1883  is  true  if  you  will  take  thfr 
trouble  to  look  through  this. 

Q.  Immediately  after  formation,  what  steps  did  you  take  to  make  it  pay  ?  A . 
Uniform  rates  for  all  companies,  principally  preventing  their  taking  risks  at  low 
rates,  having  the  same  tariff  for  all  companies. 

Q.  Only  that  the  tariff  was  higher  than   when    the  competitive    tariff   was  in 
operation  ?    A.  Very  little  though,  I  don't  think  that  in  many  cases  it  is  any  higher. 
We  took  that  tariff  in  1878  specially  in  the  first  place. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  How  did  the  companies  break  down  ?  A.  Because  they  were  non-tariff 
companies. 

Q.  There  were  several  companies  that  did  not  come  into  that  association  ?  A. 
No  ;  I  think  they  all  came  in  at  first. 

Q.  Now,  how  is  this  organization  sustained  ?  A.  By  a  contribution  on  the 
companies  in  proportion  to  the  premiums  received  by  each. 

Q.  What  is  the  percentage  paid  ?  A.  Well,  the  association  in  Toronto  I  assess 
for  all  the  expenses  in  Toronto.  I  think  you  will  find  it  in  one  of  these  minutes.  It 
will  be  about  probably  one-fifth  of  one  per  cent,  on  each  of  the  companies.  Now  we 
have  got  expert  insurance  men,  three  inspectors  to  inspect  risks.  They  explain  to 
the  insured  how  they  can  lower  their  rates. 

Q.  I  asktd  you  what  was  the  rate  per  cent,  charged  for  insurance  last  year  ? 
A.  I  could  not  give  you  that. 

Q.  About  1 J  per  cent.,  was  it  not?  A.  There  are  so  many  different  kinds  of 
risks. 

Q.  The  amount  paid  into  your  association  by  the  different  companies  ?  A.  Oh, 
it  was  not  IJ  per  cent.    Do  you  mean  for  the  expenses  of  it? 

Q.  Yes  ?     A.  Ko,  rot  one  per  cent,  nor  a  half  per  cent. 

Q.  How  much  is  paid  in  altogether  by  the  32  companies  ?  A.  If  you  will  let 
me  have  that  book  I  will  let  you  know  what  is  paid  in  one  year.  Probably  it 
will  be  between  83,0t0  and  84,000,  that  is  to  pay  my  salary,  which  is  $2,000,  and  for 
other  expenses  ;  paying  for  the  printing  of  minutes.  They  have  to  be  paid  for.  It 
will  be  more  now  since  these  three  inspectors  have  been  appointed.  They  haven't 
been  a  year  with  us. 

By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  In  looking  over  this  report  for  1886,  I  notice  some  of  the  companies  paid 
considerable  amounts?    A.  Is  that  of  the  association  alone  ? 

Q.  Look  at  page  29,  the  City  of  London  Company  ?    A,  Yes. 

A.  It  says  here,  the  Underwriters'  Association,  1600.19  from  one  company  ? 
A.  The  City  of  London  never  paid  that.  I  don't  know  what  that  meant ;  they  only 
paid  about  $87.    They  never  paid  anything  of  that  kind. 

Q.  Turn  to  page  35,  the  Commercial  Union  ?  A.  It  would  be  what  is  paid  to 
our  association. 

Q.  $937.92  ?  A.  $9.^7.92.  Well,  you  see  there  are  associations  in  New  Bruns- 
-wick  and  Nova  Scotia.  There  is  an  association  in  Quebec  and  Ontario,  and  probably 
that  is  the  whole. 

Q.  Take  the  Fire  Insurance  Association,  page  39?  A.  Well,  that  is  $681.10. 
Ton  will  find  that  this  is  for  the  whole  Dominion. 

Q.  Turn  to  page  43.  This  is  the  year  ]  886,  $641.14  I  think  it  is  marked  there  ? 
A.  It  is  expenses,  $6-11.14. 

Q.  Look  at  page  59  ?  A.I  was  speaking  for  the  Toronto  branch  of  the  asso- 
ciation, $768.19;  insurance  superintendence,  $238.02. 

Q.  I  am  speaking  now  of  the  sworn  returns  shown  as  being  paid  in  for  the 
purpose  of  keeping  up  the  Underwriters'  Association  ?  A.  Throughout  the  whole 
Dominion,  I  presume. 

Q.  You  are  the  secretary  for  the  Dominion  ?    A.  No ;  justfor  the  two  provinces. 
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Mr.  Boyle — AsBumiiig  the  same  rate  to  be  paid  by  all  companies,  some  of  them 
4o  not  give  it  in  detail. 
By  Mr.  Quillet : 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  this  association  extends  only  over  two  Provinces? 
A.i  The  Canadian  Fire   Underwriters'  Association   only  extends  to  two  Provinces,  at 
Montreal  and  Toronto. 
By  Mr.  Boyle : 

Q.  That  was  what  they  paid  to  the  Fire  Underwriters'  Association,  which  are 
sworn  to  and  according  to  that  it  would  make  an  income  of  $20,000  a  year?   A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Quillet : 

Q.  You  expended  nearly  $46,000  ?     A.  I  don't  think  that  possible. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  How  can   you   account   for  that  $20,000  ?     A.  1   cannot  say  what  it  has 
averaged  for  the  year  in  Ontario. 

Q.   We  want  to  know  where   this   $20,000   went?     A.  I  cannot  tell  you  about 
that. 

By  Mr.  Fisher : 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  you  were  the    secretary  of  the  joint  association  in 
Ontario  and  Quebec  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Were  there  not  expenses  in  each  Province  independently  of  what  you  had  ? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  This  association  of  Montreal  had  expenses  of  its  own  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  Toronto  had  its  own  ?    Yes. 

Q.  So  that  the  expenses  that  you  control  are  only  that  of  the  joint  meeting  of 
these  two  Provinces  ?     A.  The  whole  of  the    Province  of   Ontario  so  far  as  rating 
and  everything  else  is  concerned. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  say  that  they  only  paid  in  $87  and  the  sworn  return  says  $600  ?  A.  It 
may  be  1887  that  was  $89,     It  will  be  more  now  because  this  last  year — 

The  Chaikman — We  are  speaking  of  1886 

Mr.  BoTLE— McLean  knows  nothing  about  the  difference ;  we  accept  your  state- 
ment. 

By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  This  Underwriters'  Association  may  have  some  work  on  hand  that  you  are 
not  cognizant  of?     A.  I  am  cognizant  of  everything  done  ia  the  Province  of  Ontario. 
By  Mr  Bain  (  WentwortK)  ; 

Q.  What  does  it  cost  in  the  Province  of  Ontario  under  your  supervision  ?  A.  I 
do  not  think,  before  the  inspectors  were  appointed,  it  cost  more  than  from  $3,000  to 
^4,000.  There  is  one  statement  here,  in  one  year ;  I  just  happened  to  see  it  last 
night.  I  was  away  from  home  when  I  was  asked  to  bring  up  the  papers  with  me. 
I  had  only  one  day  to  prepare  for  this  examination.  Maybe  it  is  in  this  other  book; 
I  think  it  is.     The  expenses  the  first  year  were  $2,215,  in  1884. 

Q.  Can  you  give  us  in  1886  ?    A.  It  is  more. 

Q.  That  is  after  the  inspectors  were  appointed  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  many  have  you  ?     A.  Three  ;  the  Montreal  inspector  is  paid  $2,000  and 
his  travelling  expenses. 
By  Mr.  Quillet : 

Q.  When  were  they  appointed  ?     A.  Ijast  year,  1886. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q,  What  would  their  expenses  be?  A.  Probably  about  one-half  the  salary;  I 
cannot  speak  for  certain. 

By  Mr.  Quillet :  .   . 

Q.  Three  inspectors  at  $2,000  ?  A.  One  at  $2,000  another  at  $1,800,  and  the 
other  at  $1,000.  t  ^     '«- 

Q.  And  the  travelling  expenses  would  be  how  much  ?  A.  Half  of  that ;  1  don  t 
think  it  would  be  more ;  I  cannot  speak  by  the  book* 
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Q.  What  would  the  expenses  be  of  a  full  meeting  from  time  to  time ;  what 
would  that  amount  to?  A.  1  don't  know  whether  they  charge  that.  For  instance, 
when  they  go  from  Montreal  to  Toronto,  and  from  Toronto  to  Montreal,  I  cannot 
tell  whether  they  have  charged  that  to  the  ccmpanies  or  not ;  I  presume  they  did. 

Q.  Your  own  expenses  would  be  considerable?  A.  Yes,  my  own  expenses 
would  be  considerable. 

Q,  Your  salary  was  82,000  per  annum  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  In  1886  your  treasurer  received  a  bonus  of  $500  ?  A.  That  was  the  Quebec 
one  ;  he  had  been  treasurer  for  a  great  number  of  years  and  he  hadn't  received  a 
salary, 

Q.  Did  that  come  out  of  that,  then  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  the  travelling  expenses  of  yourself?  A.  Lately  I  don't  travel  at  all, 
since  we  had  inspectors.  Before  that  I  travelled  more.  Probably  my  travelling  ex- 
penses would  not  amount  to  more  than  $200  a  year. 

Q.  I  see  you  have  obtained  a  picture  of  the  members  of  the  association  which 
cost  you  $500  ?     A.    Yes  ;  it  cost  us  $400. 

Mr.  GuiLLET — This  money  is  made  out  of  policy-holders. 

The  Chairman —He  has  told  us  the  expenses  of  the  association  was  $3,000  or 
$4,000  in  the  past. 

Witness — That  is  the  Toronto  association; 

The  Chaieman — Yes ;  of  course  this  year  the  expenses  largely  increased.    The 

latest  sworn  returns  show  $600,  $800  and   $900   from   each    company.     It  averages 

$700  for  three  companies.     That   would    be   $22,000   a  year.    This   is  a  large  sum. 

IJow,  we  are  striving  to  get  at  what  is  done  with  this   money,   or  where  it  goes  to. 

By  Mr.  Quillet: 

Q.  The  pictures  of  the  members  which  was  ordered  to  be  framed,  which  was  a 
group  three  leet  and  a  half  by  two  feet,  cost  $300,  and  separate  members  got  copies 
at  $2,50  each,  and  it  was  also  recommended  that  the  committee  get  a  suitable  frame. 
I  presume  that  would  cost  about  $500  altogether?     A.  Between  $  1 00  and  $400. 

Q.  Can  you  show  us  a  copy  of  that   picture  ?    A.  I   haven't  got  a  copy.     I  got 
one  which  I  paid  $2.50  for  out  of  my  own  money. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (Weniworth)  : 

Q.  This  money  you  collected  in  that  year  ?     A.  Every  cent  of  it. 

Q.  This  is  all  thelegitimateexpenses  that  you  know  of  within  your  supervision  ? 
A.  I  know  of  nothing  except  legitimate  expenses. 

Q.  These  are  moneys  collected  and  paid  out  through  you  ?     A.  These,  yes. 
By  Mr.  Boyle: 

Q.  Have  J ou a  detective?     A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  any  legal  assistance  ;  have  you  a  solicitor  ?  A.  No  ;  we  have  no 
solicitor. 

Q.  Do  you  ever  require  the  services  of  a  lawyer  ?  A.  Yes ;  there  was  one  case. 
In  the  case  of  the  London  people  we  had  to  use  a  lawyer.  We  oppose  the  system  of 
taxation  they  had  there  and  we  had  to  use  a  lawyer  in  that  case.  They  were  assess- 
ing on  the  gross  income  instead  of  net  income  ? 

Q.  Have  you  any  system  of  contesting  what  you  consider  improper  claims  ?  A. 
Not  as  an  association. 

Q.  Have  you  any  understanding  between  the  companies  that  certain  claims  shall 
be  contested  if  the  majority  agree  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  There  is  no  such  arrangement  ?  A.  Not  at  all.  The  only  agreement  is  with 
legard  to  Government  losses.  That  has  been  left  to  a  committee,  instead  of  having 
each  company  act  for  itself  there  has  been  a  committee  appointed,  but  without  re- 
ference to  ordinary  losses  with  which  the  association  has  nothing  to  do.  One  com- 
pany asked  the  association  to  help  them  to  contest  a  case  but  they  were  refused* 
That  is  left  to  each  independent  company. 

Q.  You  cannot  give  any  other  explanation  of  what  is  done  with  the  fund  sworn 
to  as  having  been  paid  in  ?    A.  I  have  no  doubt  that   they  have   been   legitimately 
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Q.  For  what  purpose  ?     A.  I  only  know  for  my  own   Province   of  Ontario.    I 
could  have  brought  you  down  the  account  for  each  year. 
By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  Could  you  send  down  those  statements  ?    A.  Yea. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  I  want  him  to  send  down  a  statement  of  the  amount  paid  to  the  Underwriters' 
Association  by  all  the  companies  ?  A.  I  can  only  give  you  what  is  paid  to  myself^ 
I  have  it  in  black  and  white.  I  have  nothing  to  do  but  turn  to  it  and  give  you  th& 
figures. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Ton  are  cognizant  of  the  business  of  companies  doing  business  in  Ontario, 
lou  know  the  moneys  paid  out  ?  A.  I  have  them  all  from  companies  doing  business 
in  Ontario. 

Q   How  do  you  explain  the  discrepancy  between  your  statement  and  the  sworn 
statement.     It  would  be  of  interest  to  us  to  know  ?     A.    If  you   will   pick  out  any 
company  I  will  give  you  what  they  paid  since  the  association  was  formed. 
By  Mr.  Boyle ; 

Q.  I  did  not  ask  that,  but  if  you  can  do  that  you  can  do  what  I  want;  the  amount 
paid  in  by  each  company  belonging  to  the  association  ?  A.  I  will  give  you  the 
amount  they  all  paid  for  the  purposes  of  the  association. 

Q.  Throughout  the  Dominion  ?  A.  I  cannot  do  that.  I  will  only  promise  to 
give  yoQ  what  is  in  my  own  books  for  the  Province  of  Oiiiario.  I  would  have  to  go 
into  correspondence  for  the  Dominion. 

Q.  There  must  be  some  disbursements  and  collections  outside  of  you  ?  A. 
Certainly. 

Q   in  Ontario  ?    A.   No  ;  every  cent  spent  in  Ontario  goes  through  my  hands. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  How  do  yoQ  account  for  that  $600  in  the  case  of  one  company  ?  A.  It  was 
probably  on  New  Brunswick  or  Manitoba.  They  would  have  to  pay  for  the  board 
in  Winnipeg  and  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick.     They  have  organizations  there. 

Q.  Oh,  they  have  organizations  there?    A.  Yes;  that  is  what  I  said. 
By  Mr.  Fisher ; 

Q.  flave  you  any  moneys  you  use  for  the  joint  association?  A.  When  a  meeting 
is  held  in  Toronto  the  expenses  of  that  meeting,  publication  of  the  minutes  which  i-4 
the  principal  exper.se,  I  pay  ;  but  I  do  not  pay  any  expenses  for  members  coming  to 
Toronto  to  attend  that  meeting.  It  may  be  that  they  charge  to  the  companies  at 
home. 

Q.  Is  the  joint  association  not  a  separate  organization  from  each  local  associa- 
tion. That  is  to  say,  are  you  secretary  of  the  Ontario  Association  and  over  and 
above  that  secretary  of  the  joint  association  ?    A.  There  are  two  secretaries. 

Q.  You  are  secretary  for  Ontario?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  Quebec?  A.  Mr.  Hager  is  secretary  for  Quebec  and  assistant  secretary 
for  the  joint  association, 

Q.  You  are  secretary  for  the  joint  association  too  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Have  you  any  books  in  which  you  record  the  accounts  of  the  joint  association 
separate  from  the  Ontario  Association  ?    A.  No,  none  whatever. 

Q.  So  the  statements  you  are  to  send  us  are  the  statements  of  the  Ontario  Asso- 
ciation ?    A.  It  is  called  the  Ontario  Branch  atd  the  Montreal  Branch. 

Q.  Is  there  any  common  fund  which  the  joint  assooiation   has   to  draw   from  ? 

A.  No. 

q'.   Then  when  you  meet  in  Ontario  the  Ontario  Association  pays  the  expenses  ? 

A.  Yes 

Q.'And  when  you  meet  in  Montreal  the  Montreal  Association  pays  them?  A. 
Yes ;  but  there  is  only  the  minutes  to  be  paid  for. 

Q.  Is  there  any  other  expense  in  which  the  joint  association  has  a  common  fund  ? 
A.  No  ;  each  branch  pays  its  expenses. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Whea  they  come  to  Toronto  yoa  pay  the  expenses  ?  A.  I  do  not  pay  them 
anything  as  individuals. 

Q.  You  pay  the  expenses  while  they  are  meeting  as  an  association — the  print- 
ting  ?     A.  Yes  ;  but  no  other.    I  do  not  pay  their  hotel  expenses. 

Q.  Do  yon  entertain  them  ?    A.  Sometimes  they  have  a  little  dinner. 

Q.  Any  wine  ?    A.  No  ;  I  do  not  drink. 
,  Q.  Bat  yon  pay  the  bills  ?     A.  Tea. 

By  Mr.  Bain  ( Wentworth)  : 

Q.  The  personal  expenses  are  charged  to  the  different  companies  ?    A.  I  should 
fiay  they  would  be.     I  do  not  know. 
By  Mr.  Fc&her  : 

Q.  When  you  entertain  them  in  Ontario  that  is  charged  to  the  Ontario  Associa- 
tion ?     A.  Yes,  and  paid  for.    I  hate  to  sign  the  cheque  too. 

Q.  The  statement  you  are  going  to  give  us  is  a  statement  of  the  expenses  of  com- 
panies in  the  Ontario  Association  ?  A.  Yes  ;  and  I  promise  if  you  say  so  that  I  will 
get  the  Montreal  secretary  to  send  you  a  statement  of  the  Montreal  branch  also. 

Q.  I  underbtand  you  to  say  there  are  other  associations  in  other  provinces  with 
which  you  have  nothing  to  do  ?    A.  No  doubt  about  that. 

Q.  I  understand  then  these  statements  in    the   blue   books  are   towards  aU  the 
funds  in  the  Dominion  ?     (No  answer.) 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  If  they  did  the  business  in  the  Province  of  Ontario  and  Quebec  all  would 
come  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  McLean  ?  A.  The  secretary  in  Montreal  pays  all 
•expenses  in  connection  with  the  Montreal  branch. 

Q.  The  association  which  has  all  its  business  in  Ontario  pays  all  its    money  to 
you  ?    A.  Yos,  of  course  through  me. 
By  Mr.  Fisher : 

Q.  But  there  are  associations  in  Ontario  which  have   agents   in   Quebec  and  do 
business  there.    Such   a  company  would  pay  its  proportion  of  the  Quebec  business 
to  the  Quebec  secretary  and  not  to  you  ?    A.  That  is  right. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Does  your  association  take  into  consideration  the  moral  risk  ?  There  is  not 
discretion.  The  agent  is  the  only  one  who  knows  the  character  of  the  man  whom  he 
is  going  to  insure.  There  is  a  cast-iron  document  he  makes  all  comply  with  ?  A. 
The  agent  is  supposed  to  give  the  moral  hazard  in  the  application  and  it  will  vary 
the  action  of  the  company. 

Q.  But  it  will  not  vary  the  amount  paid  ?     A.  No;  that    would  be  a  very  diffi- 
cult matter  of  business. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  Your  minutes  show  complaints  coming  in  of  companies  violating  the  rates. 
What  do  you  do  ?  A.  Nothing.  We  simply  put  their  names  there  (pointing  to  the 
minutes).    There  is  no  expulsion  or  fine. 

Q.  They  are  compelled,  however,  in  certain  eases  to  cancel  the  risks  ?     A.  Tea. 
By  Mr.  Casgrain  : 

Q    There  is  only  the  moral  honor  binding  ?     A.  That  is  all. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  Then  in  such  a  case  the  man  who  believes  that  his  insurance  will  hold  for  a 
year,  and  two  months  afterwards  he  receives  a  notice  that  he  is  not  insured.  That 
is  one  of  the  effects  of  this  arrangement?  A.  Yes ;  I  presume  that  will  be  the 
effect.  An  agent,  in  order  to  get  business,  will  give  what  is  not  the  tariff  rate,  and 
will  say,  "  I  am  sure  they  will  accept  it."  He  sends  it  down  in  this  way,  and  it  is 
refused  of  course, 

Q.  In  the  case  I  have  referred  to   the   policy  has   been  actually  issued   by  the 
-company  ?    A.  They  have  power  to  cancel  it  in  ten  days. 
By  Mr.  Quillet : 

Q.  If  made  contrary  to  rule,  you  may  cancel  them  ?  A.  I  will  ask  the  company 
to  cancel  them,    I  have  no  power.    I  do  not  deal  with  the  policy-holder. 
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Q,  The  f^ecretary  of  the  association  has  power  to  punish  the  company  ?  A.  No; 
■we  bimply  put  their  names  in  the  minutes  as  having  violated  the  tariff.  That  is  the 
only  punishment. 

By  Mr.  Oillmor  : 
Q-  Do  you  not  put  them  out  of  the  association  ?  A.  No;  as   soon  as  exposed,  it 
is  expected  that  they  will  be   better  boys  the  next  time. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  The  practical  unfairness  is  that  the  insured  party  suffers  from  that.     There 
is  a  contract  in  honor  if  not  in  law,  that  they  will  have  insured  him  and  without  any 
offence  on  his  part,  the  contract  is  cancelled  ?    A.  He  gets  ten  days. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 

Q.  Have   you   known  any  companies    who   refused   to  cancel  such  risks  ?     A. 
S  ome  have  not.     Their  names  are  put  down. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  A  good  many  have  been  cancelled  ?  A.  Yes  ;  or  the  agent  collects  the  extra 
amount.  It  is  no  hardship.  If  they  insure  elsewhere  they  have  to  pay  the  tarift 
rate,  and  if  they  would  pay  us  in  the  first  place,  they  would  save  that. 

Q.  Here  is  a  resolution  adopted  in  reference  to  this  point: — "  If  a  company  ac- 
cepts and  renews  a  risk  below  tariff  rate,  or  if  a  company  renews  a  risk  more  than 
once  below  the  tariff  rate,  or  accepts  or  renews  a  risk  which  has  been  specifi- 
cally rated  below  such  specific  ratiog,  the  offending  company  shall  not  have  the  pri- 
vilege of  collecting  extra  premium,  but  must  cancel  the  ribk."  Wbat  is  the  mean- 
ing of  that  ?  A.  In  that  case  they  are  offenders  knowingly.  They  knew  what  their 
rate  was. 

Q.  "What  is  the  meaning  of  not  having  the  privilege  of  collecting  extra  pre- 
miums ?     A.  They  must  cancel  the  policy, 

Q.  Suppose  they  do  not?     A.  We  have  no  measure  to  bring  it  about. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  There  should  be  an  Act  of  Parliament  to  give  you  that  power  ?  A,  We  do 
rot  want  it.  We  are  the  only  combine  that  reports  our  proceedings  to  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Q.  Where  do  you  send  these  private  and  confidential  circulars.  Do  you  send 
them  to  the  Government?     A.  No. 

The  Chairman — Then  the  whole  ofyour  proceedings  are  not  reported. 
By  Mr.  Boyle : 

Q.  When  did  the  Queen  City  Company  withdraw  ?     A.  About  a  year  ago. 

Q.  Why?  A.  Because  the  other  company  they  have— the  two  other  com- 
panies, the  Millers'  and  Manufacturers'  and  Merchants'  Exchange  are  mutual  cohi- 
panies  and  withdrew.  They  once  became  members  of  this  a^^sociation  and  when 
they  withdrew  they  withdrew  the  Queen  City  as  well, 

Q.  Had  you  any  censure  passed  upon  them?    No. 

Q.  Did  tbey  appear  to  be  leading  a  pious  kind  of  life  in  the  association.   A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Casgrain  : 

Q.  Can  you  tell  us  how  many  companies  outside  of  your  bock  do  business  in 
■Canada?     A.  There  is  no  stock  company  outside  of  us. 

Q.  What  about  the  Watertown  Company?  A.  That  is  for  farm  property. 
They  do  not  take  commercial  risks,  as  I  understand  it. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  lo  say  that  all  the  stock  companies  have  combined  together? 
A.  Yes,  all  of  them  ;  but  any  one  of  them  may  withdraw  if  they  choose  by  giving 
three  months'  notice. 

By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  What  is  the  meaning  of  "standard"  in  your  constitution?  A.  We  have  a 
standard  for  ehch  town.  For  instance  "  A  "  must  have  water  works.  You  will  get 
that  in  the  book,  too.  The  whole  standard  is  what  an  "  A  "  town  must  possess,  and 
"  B  "  and  "  C  "  and  so  on.  I  may  tell  you  that  this  association  has  been  the  means  of 
improving  the  fire  appliances  of  many  places  in  Ontario. 
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By  Mr.  Boyle ; 

Q.  Is  this  the  means  of  stimulating  them  to  improve  them  ?  A.  Yes;  because 
they  would  get  lower  rates, 

Q.  There  is  another  matter  connected  with  Quebec,  I  see  that  the  action  of 
tlie  Quebec  Gevernment  in  taxing  your  companies  has  created  some  dissatisfaction  ? 
A.  Yes;  a  good  deal. 

Q.  And  an  effort  has  been  made  to  recoup  the  companies  themselves  for  these 
taxes  ?     A.  Yes  ;  that  is  right. 

Q.  In  what  way  has  that  been  done  ?  A.  I  think  it  has  been  done  by  placing 
2|  per  cent.  I  think  in  addition  to  the  general  rate. 

Q.  You  say  they  are  charged  an  extra  rate  ?  A.  You  see  they  are  charged 
much  more  than  a  general  rate  in  Quebec.  As  a  rule  they  tax  absolutely  each  com- 
pany without  respect  to  the  quantity  of  business,  but  in  respect  only  to  the  amount 
of  capital.  In  Ontario  they  tax  according  to  the  amount  of  business  which  each 
company  does. 

Q.  Is  that  all  over  the  Province  of  Quebec,  or  in  the  cities  only  ?  A.I  think 
it  is  in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  but  I  think  it  applies  everywhere  except  to  the  city 
«f  Montreal. 

Q.  It  applies  especially  to  the  city  of  Quebec  ?     A.  I  think  it  does. 

Q.  Has  it  been  successful  ?     A.  I  could  not  say. 
By  Mr.  Quillet  ; 

Q.  I  see  there  are  a  great  many  complaints  of  the  inti-actions  of  the  tariff,  and 
that  at  a  meeting  of  the  association  held  on  the  16  th  of  March,  a  lengthy  discussion 
took  place  on  the  principal  causes  which  gave  rise  to  the  (Citizens'  grievance.  It 
•was  agreed  that  the  company  had  just  cause  for  complaint,  and  it  was  agreed  that 
the  Citizens'  Company  "  having  complained  of  this,  that  their  Joss  of  business  throagh 
the  brokers  of  other  companies  making  infractions  of  the  tariff,  and  it  was  made  a 
recommendation  that  the  association  at  its  approaching  annual  meeting  do  take  into 
its  serious  consideration  the  necessity  of  amending  the  rules  in  the  direction 
suggested  by  the  Citizens'."  What  were  those  suggestions  ?  A,  They  did  not  get 
their  way.     They  wanted  to  fine  the  company. 

Q.  Had  the  annual  meeting  taken   place  ?    A.  Yes  ;  I  find  it  was  in  that  book, 
and  I  find  that  he  has  not  put  the  last  one  in,  but  I  can  tell  you  that  was  not  carried. 
By  the  Chairman  ; 

Q.  They  proposed  a  system  of  fines  f     A.  Yes;  but  it  was  not  adopted. 
By  Mr.  Quillet  : 

Q.  Was  there  a  vote  taken  ?     A.  No;  it  was  put  down  at  once. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  Have  ytu  any  knowledge  as  to  where  the  most  losses  occur  with  the  com- 
pany ?    A.I  have  no  knowledge.     I  could  not  tell  you. 

Q.  You  have  no  knowledge  whether  the  city   or   country    business   entails   the 
most  losses  ?     A.  I  could  not  tell  you. 
By  Mr.  Quillet : 

Q.  I  see  the  president  at  the  annual  meeting  referring  to  the  competition  of 
other  companies  in  regard  to  non-hazardous  risks,  the  president  in  his  annaal  address 
on  the  22Ed  of  March,  1887,  says  :  "  With  this  exception  a  tariff  for  three  years'  risks 
was  adopted,  but  after  a  few  months'  trial  it  unfortunately  was  rescinded  bo  far  as  the 
Province  of  Ontario  is  concerned,  partly  on  account  of  the  difficulty  above  mentioned^ 
and  the  fact  that  two  Ontario  companies,  members  of  the  association,  claimed  that 
they  had  joined  the  association  on  the  understanding  that  the  litks  should  not  be 
rated  (dwelling  risks),  and  they  found  the  competition  from  the  local  mutuals  render- 
ed it  necessary  for  them  to  be  free  with  regard  to  the  risks  in  question,"  That 
refers  to  the  action  of  the  local  mutual  company  and  that  is  one  of  tbe  reasons  why 
Ihey  did  not  want  non-hazardous  risks  to  be  rated  ?    A.  We  were  taken 

Q.  The  president  refers  to  these  associations,  the  Ontario  Mutual  and  the  Mer- 
cantile Fire  Insarance  Company,  and  the  Waterloo  Mutual  Companies.  It  was 
iccause  there  was  competition  with  these  companies  that  they  did  not   want  these 
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risks  to  be  rated,  and  that  they  found  the  competition  from  the  local  mutaals  ren- 
dered it  necessary  for  them  to  be  free  with  regard  to  the  risks  in  question,  so  that 
the  competition  from  these  local  mutuals  was  what  rendered  this  necessary  ?  A. 
The  London  Mutual  stated  to-day  that  they  did  not  think  it  injured  thera. 

Q.  I  suppose  they  were  enlarging  their  business,  being  free  ?  A.  These  mutual 
association  companies  made  offers  at  our  late  meeting  for  us  to  combine  with  them. 
There  is  an  association  of  mutuals  as  well  as  an  association  of  stock  companies. 

Mr.  Maodonald — It  is  not  the  same  at  all. 
By  the  Chairman ; 

Q.  But  they  did  not  fix  a  tariff  ? 

Mr.  McDonald — But  they  wanted  us  to  fix  a  tariff  in  this  class,  for  these  steam 
threshers  and  for  insuring  cattle  against  being  killed  by  lightning  and  by  putting  a 
clause  in  the  insurance  policy  to  only  pay  To  per  cent,  of  the  total  loss,  and  to  have 
a  co-insurance  clause  in  all  policies. 
By  Mr.   Quillet: 

Q.  In  reference  to  this  you  eay  this  application  was  made  at  your  last  associar- 
tion  meeting  ?    A.  Yes  ;  that  application  was  made  at  our  last  association  meeting. 
We  told  them  to  agree  among  themselves  first. 
By  Mr  Fisher : 

Q.  They  have  not  agreed  among  themselves  ?  A.  They  have  not  had  any  meet» 
ing  since. 

By  Mr.  Casgrain  : 

Q.  Have  you  made  a  particular  study  about  tariffs  of  inpurance  as  to  high  or  low 
rates,  can  you  say  technically  or  by  your  study  or  knowledge  whether  these  com- 
bined tariffs  are  high  or  low,  or  are  medium  tariffs,  and  whether  it  is  injurious  or 
beneficial  to  the  public  ?  A.  I  believe  it  is  beneficial  to  the  public.  I  believe  it  is 
a  minimum  tariff  and  as  low  a  tariff  as  can  pay  at  all,  and  your  own  inspector  of 
insurance  in  1883  gives  the  losses  of  the  companies  and  regrets  that  they  have  been 
BO  great; 

Q.  But  of  your  own  particular  knowledge  I  am  at-king,  not  that  of  the  Inspector 
of  Insurance?    A.  Of  my  own  knowledge,  I  believe  that  these  rates  are   as   low  as 
they   ought  to  be,  because  the  companies  have  net  made  4  per  cent,  on  their  capital 
within  the  last  eighteen  years,  and  you  can  see  it  in  this  book. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth^  : 

Q.  How  do  your  rates  compare  with  what  they  formerly  were?  A.  They  ar© 
very  little  higher.     In  some  cases  they  are  higher,  and  in  others  they  are  not  higher. 

Q.  What  would  be  the  average  percentage  of  increase?  A.  Ton  could  not  tell, 
there  are  so  many.  For  instance,  first-class  stores  are  only  65  cents,  and  the  con- 
tents of  first-class  stores  are  75  cents  per  hundred  dollars,  that  is  in  an  "A  "  town. 
In  a  ''B  "  town  it  is  higher,  and  in  a  "C"  town  higher  still,  and  so  on. 

Q.  You  would  have  the  sarne  gradations,  however  ?  A.  No  ;  they  did  not  have 
the  same  gradations  before,  and  I  believe  that  that  was  one  of  the  reasons  of  so  many 
companies  failing.  They  insured  in  places  where  there  were  no  fire  appliances,  for 
the  same  rate  as  in  those  places  which  had  fire  appliances. 

Q.  But  there  has  been  a  slight  increase  in  farmero'  rates  ?  A.  No  decided  steps 
in  fire  protection  have  been  taken . 

Q.  How  is  it  in  the  cities?     A.  I  do  not  think  it  is  any  higher.     It   might   bo 
in  some  instances,  but  I  know  that  in  schedule  rating,  in  some  instances,  it  is  lower. 
By  Mr .  Boyle  : 

Q.  The  companies  pay  only  4  per  cent,  dividend  ?  A.  According  to  this  state- 
ment they  do . 

By  Mr.  Casgrain : 

Q.  I  think  we  are  all  agreed  that  it  has  been  a  profitable  business?  A.  I  see 
here  the  Inspector  of  Insurance  says,  in  one  of  his  reports :  "  The  hope  expressed  in 
the  last  report,  that  the  unfavorable  results  shown  by  these  tables  for  the  three 
years  previous  would  soon  be  reversed,  has  been  disappointed.  The  experience  of 
Canadian  fire  companies,  since  the  disastrous  year  1877,  has  been  very  unfortunate. 
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no  less  than  eight  of  them  having  ceased  business.  Of  these,  only  one  (the  Pro 
vincial)  went  into  insolvency,  and  another  (the  Canadian  Agricultural)  was  plaoei 
in  the  hands  of  trustees  for  liquidation.  The  remainder  voluntarily  relinquishei 
business  and  have  been  wound  up,  and  it  is  highly  satisfactory  to  state  that  in  non( 
of  these  latter  companies  have  policy-holders  sustained  any  loss,  the  claims  havinj 
been  discharged  in  full.  In  addition  to  the  above,  two  marine  companies  have  ala( 
retired,  but  without  detriment  to  the  policy-holders.  The  losses  to  the  shareholders 
on  the  whole,  could  not  have  fallen  far  short  of  two  millioQ  dollars.  The  oompaniei 
etill  acting  have  also  lost  considerable  during  this  period. " 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  Is  it  not  stated  by  good  authorities  on  insurance,  actuaries  and  others,  thai 
the  policy  of  granting  commissions  on  the  premiums  instead  of  having  a  fixed  salarj 
is  a  bad  policy  and  encourages  a  large  amount  of  bad  business  ?  A.  Yes ;  that  is  i 
thing  that  a  good  many  good  insurance  men  have  said  repeatedly. 

Q.  Well,  it  is  considered  to  be  one  of  the  great  causes  that  your  losses  are  sc 
excessive?   A.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  is  one  of  the  causes. 

Q.  There  is  a  remedy  ?     A.   We  cannot  pay,  I  mean  that  probably  it  would  h 
impossible  for  a  man  to  get  a  salary  in  some  instances. 
By  Mr.  Boyk  ; 

Q.  Taking  the  last  insurance  return  for  1886, 1  see  the  percentage  of  losses  paic 
to  premiums  received  was  $66.75  in  Canadian  companies,  $68.59,  in  British  com 
panies,  and  $55.59  for  the  American  companies,  an  average  all  round  of  about  $65, 
Do  the  expenses  consume  the  balance  of  that  ?  A.  The  expenses  of  a  company  as  t 
rule  are  from  25  to  33J  per  cent.,  according  as  it  is  managed. 

Q,  I  am  surprised  at  the  proportion  of  the  expenses  ?  A .  Well ;  you  know  th( 
agent  gets  in  many  companies  fifteen  per  cent,  to  start  with.  Here  is  a  statemeaj 
that  shows  eighteen  years'  business. 

Q.  Well ;  then  the  expenses  consume  from  25  to  33J  per  cent  ?  A.  From  25  t( 
30  per  cent,  anyway. 

By  Mr.  Gasgrain  : 

Q.  It  is  more  than  that  the  first  year  ?     A.  Yes;  it   is   more  than  that  the  fira 
year  because  the  company  is  organizing  then. 
By  Mr.  Boyle : 

Q,  Is  the  business  more  profitable  to  yonr  association  now  than  before  the  com 
bination  took  hold  of  it  ?     A.  I  have  no    means  of  ascertaining.     I  could  only  tel 
jou  from  these  books.     I  have  no  means  of  knowing  except  by  these  books. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  fiom  the  books  ?  A.   Yes.  I  do  know  from  the  books;  I  see  b] 
these  books  thit  in  eighteen  years  they  have  lost  money. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  I  anked  you  whether  the  association  has  resulted  in  increasing  the  profits  o 
the  insurance  business  ?    A.I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  that. 

Q.  I  see  a  table  here  from  1869  to  1886?  A.  And  that  averaged  $74.15,  and  ii 
1877,  the  year  of  the  St.  John  fire,  it  averaged  $225.58,  more  than  double  th 
amount  of  the  premiums  received.  Leavinar  out  that  year  the  average  would  h 
about  $60.  6  J  6 

Q  Taking  out  that  year  the  average  would  be  very  much  smaller?  A,  Nc 
over  gtiO.     There  is  a  liability  of  there  being  a  large  fire  at  any  time. 

Q.  While  we  think  it  is  prejudicial  to  the  company  to  take  any  one  year,  do  yo 
not  think  it  has  resulted  beneficially  to  the  company  ?     A.  I  could  not  tell  that. 

Q.  Including  the  year  of  the  St.  John  fire  it  only  reached  $74.15  ?  A.  Excej 
tional  losses  must  be  considered.  Last  year  there  were  exceptional  losses  in  the  cit 
of  Montreal. 

Q.  1  asked  you  that  question  before,  where   the   losses   were  ?     A.  Tkere  is 
great  deal  in  Montreal,  but  it  does  not  come  under  my  observation  at  all. 
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William  Hugh  Lowrie,  of  Eussell,  sworn : 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  You  are  doing  an  insurance  business,  Mr.  Lowrie  ?     A.  I  have  not  been  doing 
any  insurance  business  for  the  last  year. 

Q.  Tou  have  had  how  long  an  experience  ?     A.  About  eight  years'  experience. 
Q.  As  agent;  whereabouts?    A.  In  the  county  of  Eussell. 
Q.  Tou  have  had  experience  then  during  the  combination  that  has  been  formed 
and  previous  to  its  formation  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  is  your  opinion  of  this  association  or  organization,  or  the  effects  of  it? 
A.  My  experience  was  that  there  was  a  great  falling  off  in  the  better  class  of 
business  in  the  country.  Where  there  were  no  fire  appliances  at  all  I  found  that  the 
better  class  of  risks  were  dropping  off. 

Q.  But  the  tariff  did  not  materially  increase  ?     A.  Yes  ;  afterwards    risks   that 
were  taken  at  one  per  cent,  were  raised  to  one  and  one-quarter  per  cent. 
By  Mr.  Ouillet : 
Q.  What  class  of  insurance  business  were  you  engaged  in  ?     A.  A  commei-cial 
and  farming  business.     I  have  not  been  doing  business  for  the  last  year. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  You  found  the  tariff  materially  raised  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  the  effect  was  that  many  of  the  better  class  of  customers  would  not 
insure?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  was  the  moral  risk  affected  ?  A.  We  were  not  allowed  to  take  any 
moral  risks,  more  than  that  for  a  man  with  a  good  moral  character  we  could  take  a 
lower  rate.  But  under  the  tariff  all  wooden  buildings  came  under  a  certain  class, 
and  we  could  not  take  below  the  rates  fixed.  Of  course  wo  were  allowed  to  goabove 
it  where  we  thought  it  was  necessary. 

Q.  And  the  effect  was  that  the  moral  responsibility  of  the  agent  ceased  ?  A. 
We  did  not  take  that  into  consideration  at  all.  Thus  we  could  not  make  it  any 
lower. 

Q.  Do  you  think  it  is  better  for  the  insurer,  for  the  country  to  have  that  associ- 
ation  agreement,  that  cast   iron   agreement   abolished   altogether?     A.  I  think  in 
country  districts  it  was  much  better.     I  think  it  would  be  better  for  the  insurance* 
companies  and  better  for  the  public.     That  is  my  experience. 
By  Mr.  Gillmor  : 
Q.  You  think  it  would    be  better   for  the  company   and   the   country  if  agents^ 
were  allowed  to  consider  the  morals  of  tbe  insured?    A.  Yes;  sometimes  a  building 
is  made  as  safe  from  fire  as  possible  while  others  are  not.     Of  course  if  there  is  no 
tariff  you  can  make  an  allowance  for  that.     Where  there  is  a  tariff  you  cannot. 
By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  Your  experience   would  lead  you   to  take  this  moral    risk  and  make  a  differ- 
ence between  them  ?    A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 
Q.  What  company  did  you  represent?     A.  I   was  a  sub-agent  under  Mr.  Mund 
for  the  Eoyal  of  England,  and   for   the  North  British   American  Insurance  Com- 
pany. 

Q.  What  percentage  of  commission  did  they  allow  you  ?  A.  About  10  per  cent. 
Of  course  I  had  to  collect  it. 

Q.  I  suppose  the  agent  had  a  commission  also  ?  A.  I  suppose.  I  think  he  aid. 
I  know  nothing  about  that. 

Q.   Your  own  was  about  10  per  cent.  ?    A.  Yes. 
Q.  Well,  this  tariff  rate  didn't  apply  to  farm  buildings  ?    A.  No. 
Q.  How  was  it  affecting  your  business  ?     A.  In  villages,  in  a  great  many  coun- 
try  vUlages  where  there  were  no  fire  appliances. 
Q.  The  tariff  did  apply  to  them  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  find  that  it  had  any  affect  upon  your  farm  risks  as  well  ?  A.  No» 
No  tariff,  they  didn't  change  tbe  risks. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  There  is  no  tariff  on  farm  property  ?  A.  These  companies  charged  a  higher 
rate  than  some  of  the  mntaal.  We  have  always  insisted  on  a  1  per  cent,  rate  on  all 
farm  buildings. 

Q.  For  three  years?    A.  Yes.     A  first  class  building  it   would  be  85  to  90.    Of 
course  other  companies,  the  Watertown  Mutual,  would  take  the  same  class  of  build- 
ings at  90.  but  that  didn't  affect  the  tariff. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q,  Tou  say  there  was  a  uniform  arbitrary  rate.  Would  it  apply  to  risks  good 
and  bad  alike,  good  risks  and  poor  risks  whatever  the  moral  quality  of  the  risk  was 
you  could  not  make  a  lower  rate  if  one  risk  was  not  as  good  as  another  in  that  re- 
spect ?     A.  Not  lower  than  1  per  cent. 

Q.  There  is  no  reason  why  you  could  not  raise  the  rate  on  a   poorer  risk?    A; 
No ;  no  reason  ;  we  are  expected  to  select  the  better  risk  on  farm  property. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  That  was  just  where  the  difficulty  occurred  ?  A.  That  is  the  way  the  tariff 
affected  it.  ^ 

Q.  How  did  you  operate  the  moral  risk  there  ?  For  instance,  in  a  village  there 
are  two  houses  side  by  side,  one  is  a  good  man  and  the  other  is  not  quite  so  carefal? 
A.  In  that  caee  if  there  was  a  poor  risk  the  good  man  had  to  pay  the  same  as  the 
poor  risk. 

Q.  Two  men  were  side  by  side  and  were  reasonably  alike,  you  would  not  be  able 
to  make  the  difference  between  the  rates.  There  would  be  a  row  with  the  man  who 
was  charged  more  ?  A.  I  always  make  it  a  point  to  give  the  good  moral  risk  a  less 
rate. 

Q.  How  much  less  ?     A.  A  quarter  or  off  one  and  a-half  per  cent. 

Q.  Some  of  the  regulations  required  them  to  have  certain  protection  or  you 
would  not  take  them  at  all  ?    A.  There  is  no  fire  protection. 

Q.  I  mean  the  internal  ecomony,  such  as  chimneys  ?  A.  Yes  ;  if  there  were  no 
chimney  we  would  not  take  them  at  all. 

Q.  You  have  a  standing  rule  for  all  the&e  things,  whatever  kind  of  a  risk  yoa 
take  ?  A.  There  must  be  chimneys  and  sometimes  other  precautions  would  have  to 
be  taken,  but  under  the  tariff  you  are  not  allowed  to  make  any  allowance  for  that. 

Q  You  don't  make  allowances  for  a  defective  chimney  ?  A.  If  the  chimney  is 
defective  we  don't  take  them. 

.  Q.  You  made  as  much  difference  as  one-half  per  cent,  formerly  ?     A.  Yes,  one- 
half  per  cent. 

Q.  Then  what  did  the  new  tariff  increase  these  rates  to  ?  A.  On  a  first-class 
risk  it  was  one  per  cent ,  if  it  was  a  first  class  brick  building,  one  per  cent. ;  on  a 
wooden  building  it  was  increased  to  two  and  a  quarter  per  cent.  The  classes  were 
varied  according  to  the  class  of  building — 4  classes  of  buildings. 

Q.  The  actual  increase  would  be  from  a  J  to  J  per  cent ,  would  it  ?  A.  Yes,  on 
first  class  buildings  it  would  be  increased  one  per  cent.,  and  on  second  class  aboat 
the  same,  and  on  wooden  buildings  the  increase  would  be  about  J  per  cent. 

Q.  That  is  a  very  small   increase  on  the   most  hazardous  class  of  buildings  ? 
A.  Yes ;  it  was  not  in  proportion. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  rates  now  of  the  villages  ?  A.  I  don't  know  of  any  change 
this  year. 

Mr.  GiLLMoa—  I  know  there  is  down  with  us  quite  an  increase 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  Did  yon  do  any  business  where  they  had  fire  appliances?     A.  No,    I  had  a 
few  risks  here.     I  took  them  according  to  the  tariff,  but  I  have  had  no  experience 
where  there  were  fire  appliances. 
By  Mr.  Boyle : 
Q.  There  is  room  for  judgment  in  the  transaction  in  any  case  ?     A.  Yes. 
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Mr.  McLean  gave  the  following  rates  for  ooantry  stores:  First  class,  $1.50; 
second  class.  81,75  ;  third  class,  $2.00  ;  fourth  class,  $2.^5.  These  are  buildings  not 
detached.  The  rates  for  detached  buildings  and  contents  are  as  follows: — $1.25, 
$1.40,  $1.65,  and  $1.75,  respectively. 

Mr.  GuiLLET. — I  see  that  when  the  Canadian  Fire  Underwriters'  Association 
was  first  established,  at  a  meeting  held  on  the  31st  July,  188:^,  the  rates  for  country 
stores  were:  Building  and  contents,  not  detached,  $1.25,  $1.50,  $1.75  and  $1 .75. 
Then  for  isolated  buildings  and  contents,  $1.26,  $1.40,  $1.75  and  f  1.75. 

The  Committee  adjourned. 


House  of  Commons,  26th  April,  1888. 

The  Committee  on  Alleged  Trade  and  Insurance  Combinations  met  this  day,  Mr„ 
Wallace,  Chairman,  presiding. 

James  Boomer,  sworn. 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  What   is  your   occupation  ?     A.  Secretary  of  the  Western  Assurance  Com- 
pany, Toronto. 

Q.  Where  is  your  residence  ?     A.  No.  47,  Isabella  Street,  Toronto. 

Q.  What  is  your  business  address  ?  A.  On  the  corner  of  Scott  and  Wellingtoa 
Streets,  Toronto. 

Q.  What  position  do  you  hold  ?  A.  I  am  the  secretary  of  the  Western  Fire 
Insurance  Company. 

Q.  Is  your  company  in  the  association,  in  the  Underwriters'  Association  ?  A> 
Tes,  sir._ 

Q.  It  was  stated  here  by  the  secretary,  Mr.  Robert  McLean,  that  there  was  a 
resolution  passed  in  the  Underwriters'  Association  that  those  agents  who  were  doing 
business  with  non-union  companies  were  not  to  do  business  with  companies  in  the 
association,  and  that  they  were  to  elect  which  they  would  serve.  Do  you  know 
whether  that  resolution  is  still  m  existence?     A,  It  is  not.     It  was  repealed. 

Q.  When  ?  A.  Speaking  from  memory  I  could  not  tell  you.  Two  or  three 
years  ago,  I  should  think. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (^Wentworth)  ; 

Q.  I  may  say  that  the  minutes  show  that  that  agreement  that  they  had  for- 
merly," binding  agents  not  to  do  business  with  non-union  companies,  was  moved  on 
the  14th  of  October,  1885,  and  according  to  the  minutes  it  was  rescinded  on  the  1st 
of  April,  1886  ?     A.  Tes,  about  two  years  ago. 

Q.  It  was  in  force  from  October,  1885,  to  April,  1886 

The  Chairman. — Would  you  read  the  resolution  rescinding  it,  because  one 
witnesb  denies  that  it  was  rescinded  wholly  ? 

Mr.  Bain  then  read  the  resolution  on  the  30th  of  March,    1886,  page  6,  of  a  hie 
of  documents  before  him. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  They  rescinded  part  of  the  resolution  ?  A.  I  don't  know  what  the  other 
partis.  Tes;  it  is  understood  that  all  agents  are  to  adhere  to  the  rates  fixed  by 
the  association. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworih')  : 

Q.  Tou  divided  the  resolution  into  two  sections,  one  referring  to  the  rates,  and 
the  other  to  doing  business  with  non-tarifif  companies.  Is  that  the  division  that  is 
spoken  of?    A.  That  is  in  reality  part  of  that  resolution. 

By  Mr.  Boyle :  .  ,      ^        .. 

Q.  The  practical  effect  of  it  is  that  your  agents  if  they  accept  risks  for  other 
companies  must  adhere  to  the  rates  laid  down  by  your  companies?  A.  Tes;  that 
is  the  practical  effect  of  it. 
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Q.  The  other  companies  then  had  to  become  a  part  of  the  union  ?  A.  That  is 
not  in  force  now.  The  agents  of  our  company  are  allowed  to  take  risks  at  less  rates 
than  we  ask. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  WentwortK)  : 

Q.  In  the  same  lines  as  you  do  ?     A.  In  the  same  lines. 
By  Mr.  Boyle : 

Q.  Are  your  agents  not  bound  by  some  agreement  or  understanding  that  if  they 
act  for  outride  non-tariff  companies  that  the  rates  must  be  at  least  as  high  as  your 
company's?     A.  No;  there  is  no  such  resolution  as  that  in  force  now. 

Q.  Or  no  such  agreement?     A.  No. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q,  The  original  resolution  was  that  they  could  not  act  for  any  other  company  ? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now  you  have  repealed  part  of  it,  they  can  do  business  with  another  com- 
pany ?     A..  They  can  charge  whatever  rates  they  like  as  far  as  we  are  concerned, 

Q.  For  the  same  class  of  hazards  ?     A.  Yes ;    for   the   same   class   of  hazards. 
That  is  the  way  I  understand  it.     That  other  rule  is  not  in  force  as  far  as  I  know. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  Has  that  been  rescinded,  that  part  of  the  resolution?  A.  It  has  as  far  as  I 
fenow. 

Q.  Or  is  it  simply  a  dead  letter  on  the  minute  book  ?  A.  I  could  not  tell  yon 
whether  it  has  been  rescinded  or  not.  I  know  that  I  don't  take  any  cognizance  of 
it  at  all,  and  I  deal  with  the  agents.  That  is  my  business.  I  have  charge  of  the 
Canadian  branch. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  If  i  understand  you,  so  far  as  your  practice  goes,  your  practice  is  without 
2-egard  to  that  resoJution  existing  at  all  if  it  has  not  been  repealed?  A.  Yes ;  that  is 
the  practice . 

By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  Wdcq  did  your  company  join  the  association,  Mr.  Boomer?  A.  At  the  time 
it  was  started. 

Q.  One  of  the  first  ?  How  long  ago  was  that  ?  A.  Three  or  four  years  ago — in 
J.883. 

Q.  What  was  the  motive  for  organizing  the  association  ?  A.  Well,  it  was  to 
establish  rules  lor  the  guidance  of  the  companies,  to  bring  the  erperience,  the  wisdom 
And  the  ability  of  the  different  officers  together  to  make  these  rates  and  regulations  ? 

Q.  You  represent  the  "Western  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  not  the  Western  Ansurance  Company  conducting  a  good  sound  business 
before  that  ?  A.  Well,  of  coarse  we  always  considered  that  it  was,  as  far  as  we  knew, 
but  we  were  willing  to  take  the  benefit  of  all  the  experience  we  could  get, 

Q.  Had  you  any  other  purpose  in  view  in  organizing  the  association  ?  A.  Well, 
I  suppose  it  is  for  the  interests  of  the  companies  themselves,  and  I  believe  it  is  in  the 
interest  of  the  public, 

Q.  You  were  acting  chiefly  in  the  interests  of  the  company,  no  doubt?  A, 
ISTatnrally,  I  suppose. 

Q.  How  did  you  proceed  then  to  work  out  the  interests  of  the  company  ?  A. 
Jij  forming  these  rates  and  rules  and  disseminating  them  amongst  the  agents. 

Q.  What  are  the  rules  ?  A.  I  could  not  give  you  the  rules  from  memory.  The 
principal  one  is  to  adhere  to  the  tariff. 

Q.  You  fixed  a  tariff  then  ?     A.  Yes  ;  there  is  a  tariff  in  force  now. 

Q.  Ib  the  tariff  much  in  the  interest  of  the  public  or  higher  ?  A.  Well,  I  know 
in  some  cases  it  is  pretty  hard  to  tell  whether  it  is  or  not.  I  have  never  made  up 
any  statistics  with  regard  to  it,  but  my  impression  is  that  in  a  great  many  oases  the 
rates  have  been  lowered .  I  know  that  they  are  on  the  flour  mills.  I  have  hesitated 
taking  some  of  them,  thinking  that  they  would  not  pay.  I  thought  the  judgment  of 
the  association  good  enough  because  all  these  risks  are  inspected.  The  inspectors 
inspect  all  the  risks  insured  with   the  companies,  and  they    give  them  points  how 
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they  could  fix  their  building  so  as  to  lower  their  rates   and   make  them  safe  in  their 
own  interest  as  well  as  the  companies,  1  should  say. 

Q.  Tou  divide  the  risks  into  classes? 

By  the  GTiairman ; 

Q.   You  say  the  risks  are  lower  in  some  things  ?     A.  By  the  schedule  rating. 

Q.  Before  you  lowered  it  they  raised  the  rates  all  round,  practically  ?  A.  Well, 
it  would  be  very  hard  to  say  whother  they  raised  them  or  not,  because  the  companies 
were  charging  according  to  their  own  discretion. 

Q.  Take  your  own  company,  for  instance  ?  A.  Well,  in  some  cases  we  got  lower 
rates.     I  could  not  tell  now,  exactly.     That  is  flue  years  ago. 

Q.  My  experience  with  your  company  was  that  yoa   raised   them  ?    Yours   is 
only  one  branch  of  the  business  though.     There  are  two  or  three  branches. 
By  Mr.  Boyle ; 

Q.  My  own  was  raised  25  per  cent.  ? 

The  Chairman. — By  the  Western  ? 

Mr.  BoTLE. — Yes  ;  by  all  of  them. 
By  Mr.  Boyle : 

Q,  Have  you  found  business  more  profitable  since  the  organization  of  the  assso- 
ciation  than  before  ?  A.  Well,  I  really  could  not  tell  yoa  from  memory.  I  don't 
think  there  is  very  much  difference  in  the  results  of  our  company.  That  blue  book 
will  tell.  It  will  give  our  business  and  the  business  of  all  the  companies  foryears.  All 
the  information  is  there,  my  own  impression  is  that  it  is  somewhere  about  ihe  same. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  That  has  not  done  you  much  good,  then  ?  A.  Well,  it  has  steadied  the  busi- 
ness. There  is  some  sort  of  rule  or  system  about  it  now,  that  is  about  the  principal 
thing.  Of  course,  there  are  some  agents  who  are  not  responsible  parties,  and  if  there 
Ifl  a  loss  they  don't  have  to  pay  it,  and  the  commission  is  a  good  deal. 

Q.  Their  reputation  counts  for  something,  too  ?  A.  Well,  it  does ;  but  you  will 
understand  that  in  a  small  place  it  is  impossible  for  agents  to  devote  all  tneir 
time  to  insurance,  because  it  would  not  pay  them.  It  is  just  a  supplementary  busi- 
ness. You  take  a  small  town  ;  the  average  agent  would  not  make  a  hundred  dollars 
a  year  out  of  it.  He  could  not  devote  his  time  to  that,  of  course;  he  would  have  to 
be  instructed  from  the  head  office  as  to  the  rates  and  rules. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q .  Have  you  increased  your  expenses  in  consequence  of  the  formation  of  the 
association  ?     A.  Well,  not  perceptibly. 

Q.  Did  you  pay  anything  into  the  association  ?  A.  We  are  assessed  by  the  asso- 
ciation in  proportion  to  our  business. 

Q.  Will  yon  tell  us  what  you  paid  last  year  into  the  joint  fund  ?  A.  I  could  not 
tell  yon  from  memory. 

Q.  You  can  tell  pretty  nearly.  You  are  the  secretary  of  the  company.  Was  it 
a  thousand  dollars  ?    A.  No ;  it  was  not  a  thousand  dollars . 

Q.  Was  it  $600  ?     A.  I  don't  think  it  was  $600.     1  cannot  tell  that.    The  assis- 
tant secretary,  Mr.  Hadrill,  can  give  you   some  information   about   that,  I  don't  re- 
member what  the  assessment  was. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  A  tew  of  the  companies  have  given  the  amounts,  and  they  vary  from  ?600  to 
J900?    A.  How  much? 

Q.  $600  to  $900.  The  City  of  London  gave  $660  and  the  Commercial  Union 
$937?  A.  That  must  be  that  there  is  a  local  board  established  by  the  other  pro- 
vinces, the  Maritime  Provinces  and  the  Province  of  Quebec, 

Q.  All  the  reports  made  to  the  Government  do  not  express  the  amount.  There 
is  a  general  item  which  covers  it.  All  these  other  companies  have  given  it  in  detail. 
You  have  not  given  it  in  detail  ?  A.  Yes;  well,  I  could  not  really  say.  I  could 
not  really  remember  what  was  the  amount  we  paid,  there  are  so  many  accounts. 

Q.  Do  you  think  yon  paid  $600  ?  A.  We  must  have  paid  that.  We  are  assessed 
in  several  branches.  It  is  rather  too  complicated  to  know  what  the  amount  is.  We 
get  an  assessment  from  Quebec  and  another  one  from  Ontario. 

3—29 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  McLoari  said  the  Ontario  and  Quebec  companies  were  all  in  one  ?  A.  They 
are  all  under  our  management,  but  different  braocbes. 

Q.  No  assessment  for   the  two   piovinces   are   paid   in  to  him  ?     A.   McLean 
receives  the  Ontario  and  Hadrill  the  Province  of  Quebec. 
By  Mr.  Buyle : 

Q.  What  use  is  made  of  this  central  fund  ?  A.  It  is  for  the  expenses  of  the  as- 
sociation ;  of  course  there  are  two  secretaries,  one  in  Toronto  and  another  in  Montreal  ? 

Q,  There  are  thirty-two  companies  in  the  association,  and  their  average  pay- 
ment would  probably  be  between  $ti60  and  $900.  Tbere  must  be  a  revenue  from, 
that  source  ot  $30,000  a  year?  A.  Well,  the  Commercial  Union  do  business  about 
the  same  as  we  do.  It  are  larger  about  $30,000  or  $40,000.  You  can  judge  from 
that  how  much  we  pay. 

Q.  You  pay  about  S900  ?  A.  It  would  be  a  little  more  than  that.  It  would 
be  Sl.OOfi. 

Q  What  we  would  like  to  find  out  is  what  benefit  is  it  to  the  public?  A.  Well, 
what  I  undorstaod  is  that  I  think  the  system  of  inspection  by  the  aspociation  is  in 
the  interestH  of  the  public.  Of  course,  it  is  a  national  loss  if  property  burns,  the  in- 
surance company  pays  the  Id's,  still  that  property  is  gone,  and  if  the  association  can 
^7  ^oy  meaos  at  their  command  improve  the  risks,  I  think  it  is  a  benefit  to  every- 
body, the  insurance  companies  and  the  public.  I  think  that  is  what  they  are  doing 
now.  They  have  certain  standards  for  fire  appliances,  and  they  supply  the  mayors 
of  each  of  the  different  municipalities  with  information  whereby  they  can  decrease 
their  rates  ;  this  is  a  benefit. 

Q,  How  many  inspectors  do  you  employ  ?  A.  Well,  we  have  in  Ontario,  we 
have  two. 

Q.  Employed  by  the  association  ?    A.  Two  in  Ontario,  and  another  in  Montreal. 

Q.  Does  your  company  employ  a  separate  officer  of  that  sort  ?  A.  Onr  own 
company  ? 

Q.  Yes?  A.  Wo  have  an  inspector  of  1  he  company,  but  it  is  simply  for  the  bus- 
iness of  the  company— settling  losses. 

Q.  What  are  the  duties  of  these  association  inspectors?  A.  They  have  to  ex- 
amine the  risks  and  go  out  and  report  on  them.  We  have  forms  of  the  schedule  of 
rating  that  are  filed  in  the  oflBceof  the  association.  There  are  certain  requirements 
and  certain  charges  for  deficiences,  these  are  all  pointed  out  to  the  parties  owning 
the  properties,  and  they  are  shown  how  they  can  make  their  mill  or  factory  better 
than  it  is,  and  where  they  can  get  a  less  rate. 

Q.  They  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  agents  ?     A.   Nothing  whatever. 

Q.  Not  even  enquiring  into  the  details  of  their  work?  A.  No;  simply  the 
association.  I  may  say  that  there  is  another  rule  adopted  which  I  think  is  for  the 
benefit  of  the  manufacturers  :  that  is  the  co-insurance,  where  they  can  get  a  less  rate; 
15  per  cent,  off,  if  they  insure  up  to  three  quarters.  It  is  in  their  interests  to  do 
that. 

Q.  Do  you  accept  re-insurance  from  non-tariff  companies  or  re-insurance  with 
companies  m  the  association  only?  A.  Not  without  we  cannot  place  it  in  tariff 
companies. 

Q.  You  give  the  tariff  companies  the  preference?     A.  We  do.     In  fact  we  have 
applied  for  re-insurance  to  non-tariff  companies. 
Q.  In  Canada  ?     A.  Yes,  in  Canada. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  This  joint  action,  j  on  say,  is  an  advantage  to  those  who  get  insured,  the  in- 
sured  parties ?     A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Can  you  not  have  that  joint  action  and  the  assistance  of  those  travelling  agents 
in  promoting  the  general  welfare  without  fixing  the  cast-iron  rules  ?  A.  I  do  not 
know  how  we  could  do  it ;  unless  there  was  an  association,  there  would  be  no  one  to 
regulate  it. 
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Q.  Could  you  not  have  an  assooiat'oa  without  having  a  uniform  cast-iron  tariff? 
A.  That  would  bo  impossible. 

Q,  Without  fixing  the  prices  uniformly?  A.  There  would  not  be  much  object 
in  it.  I  do  not  think  we  could  aooomplish  anything  either  in  tlie  public  interest  or 
in  any  other  way. 

Q.  Why  not?     A.  1  cannot  say. 

Q,  Can  you  not  employ  these  travelling  agents  to  give  assistance  to  the  various 
associations?     A.  We  could  if  the  public  would  pay  for  it,  but  they  won't. 

Q.  But  you  Bi;y  it  pays  you  and  the  public  a-  well.  Can  you  not  employ  them 
in  the  same  way?     A.   I  do  nut  know  how  that  would  be  possible. 

Q.  Then  it  foUowd  that  by  the  conbination  you  havo  rui-ed  the  prices  so  that 
you  have  a  fund  which  can  be  devoted  for  that  purpose  ?  A.  Well,  the  fund  is  so  very 
small.  li  you  take  a  large  number  of  compaaos  it  migbt  be  sufficient,  but  if  you 
take  a  small  xmmbor  of  companies  or  even  one  company  the  expense  would  be  greater. 
I  think  if  you  take  a  percentage  of  the  expenses  that  it  will  bo  found  to  be  so  very 
small  thai  it  is  hardly  appreciable  to  the  pub  ic,  whereas  L  think  their  benefits  are 
greater. 

Q.   It  would  not  be  appreciable  by  the  company  if  they  chose  to  go  on   with    it 
without  a  uniform  tariff?     A.  I  had  never  thought  of  that. 
By  Mr.  Boyle ; 
Q.   The  standard  rates  you  have  I  see  here  are  from  "  A  "  to  "  B  "  classes  ?     A. 
They  just  indicate  certain  towns,  and  how  it  is  served  with  fire  appliances  and  fire 
proteotiou  in  general.     "  A  "  is  a  first  clas.-i  place  like  Toronto,  Ottawa  or  Montreal. 
Q.  Can  you  state  whether  there  has  been  any  increase  in  class  "  A  "  since  the 
combination  ?     A.  There  has  been  no  increase. 

Q.  No  rntes  or  percentage  charged?     A.  I  do  not   think  fo;  in  fact  I  do   not 
remember  any  increase,  although  there  may  have  been.     I  do  not  speak  positively. 
Q.  "  A  "  is  the  first  class  ?     A.    if  es,  '•  A  "  is  the  first  class. 
Q.  What  is  the  rate  for  the  "  A"  class?     A.  A  brick  store  is  65  cents. 
Q.  That  is  the  best  class  ?     A.  That  is  on  a  non-hazardous  risk.     It  is  the  mini- 
^num  tariff  ot  course. 

Q.  Oan  you  rei;ollcct  what  it  was  on  the  same  minimum  class  before  the  com- 
bine ?     A.  Well,  I  could  not  tell  you. 

Q.  Was  it  not  62|  to  6.'^  ?     A.  It  might  have  been,  could  not  say. 
Q.  You  think  it  might  have  been  though  ?     A.  Yes. 

Mr.  Wilson  (Argenteuil)  asked  permission  to  put  a  few  questions  to  the  witness, 
which  wa^  granted. 

By  Mr.  Wilson  (^Argenteuil)  : 

Q.  Has  it  not  been  on  account  of  the  number  of  insurance  companies  in  Canada 

that  the  cost  of  conducting  insurance  in  Canada  has   increased  and  that  has  caused 

the  combinations  ?     A.  I  should  not  say  so.     On  the  other  side,  in  Detroit  for  instance, 

there  are  two  hundred  companies  doing  business  and  here  wa  have  only  thirty  or 

Q.  Do  you  do,  pro  rata,  as  much  as  they  do  'f  A.  Of  course,  we  do  a  larger  busi- 
ness in  Canada  in  places  ot  the  same  size. 

Q.  But  taking  the  whole  country  ?     A.  We  do  a  larger  business  in  Canada. 

Q,  You  do  a  iaige  business  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  field  is  already  covered,  more  than  covered  by  the 
insurance  companies  ?  Has  that  not  caused  the  combination  ?  A.  I  do  not  think 
the  field  is  more  than  covered.  I  know  that  in  Toronto  wo  have  not  enough  com- 
panies to  insure  the  risks. 

Q.  You  won't  t£.ke  the  risks.     A.  No,  if  we  have  not  enough  companies. 

Q.  You  have  limited  your  lines  ?     A.  We  have  to  do  that  in  common  prudence. 

Q.  Is  that  not  the  reason  of  the  insurance  companies  going  out  of  the  country? 
A.  Of  course  we  limit  it  in  oar  judgment. 

Q.  I  understand  there  is  not  any  material  arrangement  limiting  the  amount  on 
certain  blocks?  A.  I  think  not.  That  is  entirely  m  the  juriadictioa  of  the  com- 
panies themselves. 

3-29i 
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Q.  Does  the  association  control  that  ? 

Mr.  Tatley,  Montreal — They  do  not. 
By  Mr.  Boyle : 

Q.  "What  is  the  minimum  rate  in  class  "  B"  ?  A.  I  think  it  is  about  75  cents 
about  ten  cents  more. 

Q  What  is  the  difference  between  that  class  of  risks  now  and  before  the  combi- 
nation was  formed  ?  A.  I  could  not  say.  I  cannot  remember  what  these  rates  were 
at  all  before  the  combination  or  before  the  tariflf  was  fixed.  In  some  of  these  places 
I  am  satisfied  that  we  get  higher  rates  and  I  am  satisfied  that  in  some  of  these  towns 
they  deserve  to  have  lower  rates  and  they  did  not  get  them,  when  there  was  no 
tarifi',  but  they  have  got  them  since  the  tariff  was  established. 

Q  Is  it  wiihiD  your  recollection  that  there  has  been  a  change  in  class  "B" 
since  the  associatioQ  was  formed  ?     A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.   Surely  you  can  recollect  it.     Yoa  are  an  expert  in  insurance?     A.  When 

once  the  changes  were  made 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Have  you  any  documents  with  you  ?    A.  I  have   none  in  my  control  at  all. 
The  secretary  of  the  association  has  them  all. 
By  Mr    Boyle  : 
_  Q.  You  have  nothing  that  would  guide  you?    A.  None.     There  are  the  old' 
tariffs.     I  do  not  remember  anything, 

Q.  Is  your  memory  just  as  defective  as  regards  the  other  three  classes,  "C," 
"D"  and  "  B."  A.  I  do  not  say  that  my  memory  is  defective,  only  that  I  do  not 
remember  the  changes. 

Q  Youcannot  recollect  any  changes?  A.  No.  In  respect  to  that  I  know  that 
there  have  been  changes  in  individoal  risks,  but  not  as  a  basis^ 

Q.  In  regard  to  the  business  done,  where  do  you  find  the  greatest  percentage  of 
losses,  in  the  city  or  country  business  ?  A.  We  have  not  got  our  business  classified 
so  as  to  give  you  a  reply  to  that.  I  think  that  is  varied.  I  know  that  it  varies- 
I  know  that  within  the  last  year  or  so  we  had  an  immunity  from  losses  in  small 
towns  and  I  think  that  the  cities  suffered  more  severely. 

Q.  You  suffered  more  losses  from  your  city  business  ?  A.  Yes  :  but  there  are 
exceptions,  of  course. 

Q.   How  did  you  find  business  in  Montreal  last  year  ?     A.  We  found  it  a  loss 

Q.  Your  losses  were  greater  than  your  receipts?  A.  les;  I  think  that  for 
some  years  past  we  have  made  no  money  in  Montreal.  Take  the  last  five  or  six 
years  we  have  had  a  loss. 

Q.  How  do  you  explain  that  ?  A.  That,  of  course,  I  cannot  tell  von  Some 
say  that  it  is  the  fire  department,  but  I  do  not  know. 

.      Q- J'on  receive  a  very  large   amount  of  business  from   Montreal,  do  yoa  not  ?" 
A.  We  have  a  fair  amount  of  business  done  there, 

Q.  You  are  very  anxious  to  re.tain  business  in  a  city  of  the  size  of  Montreal,  are 
you  not  ?    A.  Of  course  in  a  city  like  Montreal  we  would  not  like  to  be  unrepresented 

Q.  And  you  make  your  rates  as  low  as  you  can    to   reach   that   business  ?    A 
Yes  ;  I  think  the  rates  now  in  Montreal  are  higher  than  in  Toronto 
^^,  .  ?K    ®^-"  y^"  .^'^  meeting  with  loss,  and  experience  for  several  years  back  show» 
that  there  is  nothing  made  in  Montreal  ?    A.  Yes.  bu"wb. 

Q.  Do  you  meet  with  any  competition  outside  of  Montreal  ?  A.  I  believe  in 
some  of  those  large  manufacturing  towns  the  risks  have  been  got  hold  of  by  mutuals 
on  the  other  side.  °  •'  ""•""'"" 

Q.  An  underground  business  ?    A.  Yes. 
1     Qi  ^P<i  you  find  competition  keener  in  Montreal  than  in  Toronto  and  other 
places?    A.  1  do  not  say  that.    We  have  competition  in  Toronto  and  some  of  our 
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Q.  But  in  coEsequence  ot  that  competition  rates  have  been  levelled  down,  so  to 
speak,  to  meet  this  outside  competition  ?  A.  Ou  what  we  call  standards,  the  first- 
olass  risks  we  have  an  option. 

Q.  How  do  you  make  up  you  losses  which  there  must  be  on  the  other  business? 
A.  Of  course  you  must  understand  that  the  losses  vary  in  the  different  years.  In 
both  the  United  States  and  in  Canada  the  losses  might  be  the  largest  in  the  cities  in 
one  year  and  the  next  it  might  be  the  largest  in  the  smaller  towns.  In  some  years 
we  have  attributed  our  losses  to  the  smaller  towns,  but  I  think  last  year  the  losses 
were  in  the  cities,  notably  in  New  York.  We  cannot  tell  from  year  to  year  where 
we  are  going  to  get  our  losses.  We  have  to  make  an  average.  If  you  could  possibly 
regulate  the  Iosrcs  as  to  where  they  would  occur,  then  we  could  speak  with  confidence 
and  fix  rates,  but  we  have  to  judge  them  to  the  best  of  our  ability. 

Q.  Then  the  city  business -has  been  unprofitable,  as  a  whole,  during  the  last  two 
years  ? 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Toronto  has  not  been  unprofitable  ?  A.  No,  Toronto  has  been  profitable,  but 
we  have  made  losses  in  business  in  some  cities. 

Q,  What  has  been  the  experience  of  the  last  half  dozen  years  of  insurance  in  the 
cities,  say  Toronto,  Hamilton  "and  Montreal  ?  A.I  think  if  we  took  all  the  cities  we 
would  find  a  profit,  but  that  is  only  individual  companies.  I  may  say  that  we  do  a 
large  business  in  Toronto,  but  another  company  might  do  a  small  business  in  Toronto 
and  a  large  business  in  Montreal. 

Q.  But  give  us  your  own  experience  ?  A.  Our  own  experience  is  that  taking  the 
cities  we  have  a  profit. 

Q.  Taking  the  whole  of  them  together  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  But  Montreal  has  not  been  profitable  ?     A.  No ;  not  of  late  years. 

By  Mr.  Boyle :  •  o     a    v 

Q.  Tour  company  does  business  outside  of  the  Dominion,  does  it  not  ?  A.  Yes, 
we  do  business  all  over  the  United  States. 

Q.   Do  your  association  rates  apply  over  there?     A.  Oh,  no. 

Q  You  are  able  to  do  business  cheaper  over  there  than  in  Canada  ?  A.  No.  In 
some  places  we  get  higher  rates.  We  get  higher  rates  in  Detroit  than  in  Toronto, 
and  Detroit,  I  think,  is  a  better  built  city.  ,•      u     • 

Q.  Has  your  American  business  been  as  profitable  as  your  Canadian  business^ 
A.  Not  altogether. 

Q.   If  you  are  getting  better  rates?     A.  Well,  I  don't  know. 

Q.  But  you  ought  to  know  ?  A.  I  know  that  a  minimum  of  the  rates  are  much 
higher  there  than  in  Canada.  ,       .1  j  t-     e 

Q.  I  see  in  the  report  of  the  Inspector  of  Insurance  there  la  a  detailed  report  ot 
your  company's  operations  beginning  at  page  V^'i  and  extending  to  page  126  {  A. 
The  expenses  are  much  higher  on  the  other  side. 

Q.  I  have  left  out  the  expenses  ?     A.  That  goes  to  make  up  the  profit. 

Q.  But  I  have  left  it  out  in  your  favor.  I  have  taken  the  profits  and  losses.  You 
see  the  net  income  from  premiums  for  the  year  1886,  which  was  tho  last  return  we 
have,  in  all  other  countries  was  8796,342,  that  is  what  was  paid  in,  and  1  see  that  the 
losses  are  given  in  all  countries  as  $513,691.  I  think  this  is  signed  by  yourself  <r 
A.  Yes  :  that  is  a  correct  statement. 

Q  I  was  figuring  that  up,  and  I  see  the  percentage  of  losses  to  premium  on  your 
American  business  was  75  per  cent.  I  mate  no  calculation  as  to  expenses,  which 
would  of  course  make  it  worse,  as  you  say  the  expenses  are  greater  m  the  Unitea 
States  than  in  Canada.  The  net  income  in  Canada  was  $331,000  and  you  paid  out  for 
losses  $186,000,  which  makes  a  percentage  of  losses  of  59|  per  cent,  in  Canada,  so 
that  you  must  be  doing  business  cheaper  in  the  United  States  than  in  Canada  t  A. 
That  does  not  follow.     You  take  only  one  year. 

Q  You  say,  Mr.  Boomer,  that  the  percentage  of  losses  was  25  per  oeut.  lower  m 
the  States  than  in  Canada  ?  A.  I  can  refer  you  back  to  some  years  where  our  per- 
centage  of  losses  is  much  less.  ,    . 
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Q.  Thut  ir-  before  ihe  combine  ?  A.  If  you  go  back  about  three  years  and  look 
at  our  record  ycu  will  fiod  it  was  about  .0  per  cenc. 

Q  Perhaps  in  some  years  it  is  not  so  great,  but  of  course  if  you  can  show  that 
in  other  years  it  is  different  we  will  be  very  glad  ?  A.  Taking  one  company  is 
rather  a  narrow  way  of  getting  at  the  fact.  If  you  take  the  average  of  ail  th& 
companies  and  then  take  the  average  on  the  other  side  you  would  get  at  it  better. 
A  good  deal  would  depend  on  the  agent  and  management  of  the  company.  In  1884 
the  amount  of  premiums  received  was  $330,000. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  doing  business  in  the  States  ?  A.  About  15  or  16 
years.  Of  course  the  losses  paid  and  the  losses  incurred  are  not  the  same  thing. 
We  may  have  incurred  more  losses  in  that  year,  but  in  1884  we  received  in  premiums 
8330,000  and  paid  out  in  losses  $249,000.  That  is  about  70  per  cent.,  and  if  wo  were 
to  pay  out  as  much  as  we  received  we  would  have  very  little  compensation. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Here  is  the  statement  for  1883.  Paid  for  losses  incurred  during  the  year 
$328,000  in  Canada.  Cash  received  from  premiums  $432,000  ?  A.  That  is  gross. 
The  gross  and  nut  are  two  different  things. 

Q.  Take  the  net.  The  net  amount  was  $183,000  for  losses  and  the  net  amount 
received  for  premiums  was  $332,000  in  Canada.  The  American  business  paid  for 
losses  $611,000  net  and  the  amount  paid  for  premiums  $826,000?  A.  Tou  will 
understand  that  a  local  company  has  a  better  chance  of  getting  better  business  than 
other  offices  in  the  United  States. 

Q,  If  you  will  take  the  ^tnaor  any  of  the  companies  in  Connecticut  and  eom- 
pare  their  ratio  with  ours  in  Canada,  you  will  find  very  little  difference. 
By  Mr.  Boyle ; 

Q.  The  return  for  American  business  is  not  given  in  this  report  ?  A.  If  you 
will  take  that,  you  will  find  one  thing,  that  is,  the  average  loss  ratio  on  tho  uther  side 
js  less  than  the  average  loss  ratio  in  Canada  of  all  the  companies,  and  that  is  the  way 
to  judge  them.  It  is  much  less.  That  indicates  the  business  here  in  1869,  there 
was  no  tariff  and  the  premiums  of  the  Western  Insurance  were  $154,000  and  the  loss 
was  $73,000. 

By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Take  the  ^tna.  The  cash  for  premiums  was  $114,000,  and  the  amount  of 
the  net  loss,  $57,00i) ;  just  50  per  cent.  ?  A.  They  vary.  The  Phoenix  of  Brooklyn's 
ratio  of  loss  was  117  per  cent,  last  year. 

o,<=n9n'^^^7^®°'^i^^'^P®'"°®''*-^'^  1^^3.     They   have   $37,000   of  net  income  and 
$15,000  of  loss.     That  was  exactly  40  per  cent.     A.  That  is  a  small  business. 
By  Mr.  Boyle  : 
.  Q;  Joor  company  appears  to  have  been  heavier  losers  in  Canada  ?     A.  In  the 
Unitea  States  too  a  long  way  heavier.     All  you  have  to  do  is  to  take  the  average 
Joss  ratio  in  the  United  States  and  compare  it  with  Canada  and  you  will   find  that 
Canada  is  higher.     I  have  not  the  statement  with  me,  but  I  can  find  it  in  our  office, 
y.  Gould  you  tell  us  what  dividend  your  comoany  paid  during  the  last  year  or 
year  previous  r     A.  10  per  cent.  r  o  j 

Q.  On  the  original  capital?  Tour  stock  is  at  a  premium?  A.  On  the  par 
value  stock.  * 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  what  it  paid  in  1882  ?    A.  I  cannot  tell  you  whether  it  was 

?    J^^l  *'^°*-.    ^^  changed  the  dividend.     We  paid  during  the  years  there  was 

no  tariff  about  15  per  cent.,  but  since  the  tariff  was  established,  I  think  we  paid  10 

per  cent,  or  less.     We  went  down  to  8  last  year. 

By  the  Chairman; 

Q.  What  becomes  of  the  argument  that  it  was  necessary  for  the   protection   of 

the^compames  that  this  association  should  be  formed ?     A.  /have  not  been  arguing 

^i,«f  ?C  ^'■"  ^"'^^^'^  ^f  ^  ^^^^'  and  said  that  for  their  preservation  it  was  necessary; 
that  they  were  not  making  more  than  four  per  cent,  ?     (No  answer.^) 
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By  Mr.  Boyle  : 
Q    The  percentage  of  losses  given  for  the  whole  of  the  companies  in   1885  was 
6'>  per  cent.;  in  1886,  66-93  percent.     What  becomes  of  the  rest  of  the  premium? 
A.  Well,  as  the  average  is  74 per  cent.,  there  is  nothing  left.     That  is  the    average 
for  a  number  of  years. 

Q.  Yes  ;  taking  in  1817  when  yon  had  the  losses  in  St.  John  ?  A.  But  those  are 
the  sort  of  things  we  have  to  lay  up  a  rest  to  meet. 

Q.  Is  it  possible  it  could  be  25  or  30  per  cent.  ?  A.  I  think  it  is.  We  calculate 
ours  at  from  25  to  26  per  cent. 

Q.  You  think  the  American  business  is  more  expensive  than  a  Canadian  busi- 
ness ?     A  .  It  is,  I  know  ;   but  the  ratio  of  loss  is  less. 

Q.  What  would  your  American  business  average;  what  percentage,  35  per 
cent.?  A.  No;  I  do  not  think  it  would.  It  is  calculated  and  I  think  it  is  some- 
where in  the  neighborhood  of  28  per  cent.,  of  course,  the  ratio  of  loss  being  less  in 
the  Uaited  States  than  here. 

Q.  Your  losses  appear  to  have  reached  75  per  cent,  of  the  premium  and  the  ex- 
penses 30  per  cent,  in  the  United  States.  You  are  evidently  doing  bu.^iness  at  a  loss 
in  the  United  States  ?  A.  Yes;  but  we  did  it  at  a  profit  before.  We  do  not  know 
whether  we  should  have  a  loss  or  not.  The  bu-ioess  you  aro  speaking  of  is  1886. 
Last  year  I  think  our  busine^8  was  more  favorable. 

Q.  In  1886  you  must  have  sunk  money  in  the  Uuited  States  business?  A.  Yes, 
but  in  the  j'ears  before  we  made  money.  In  insurance  you  cannot  from  one  year  to 
another  judge  what  a  company  is  going  to  make  or  lose. 

Q.  At  all  events  you  maae  10  per  cent,  last  year,  and  the  year  before  what  did 
you  make  ?     A.  10  per  cent,  for  the  last  two  or  three  years. 

Q.  You  made  losses  in  the  United  States  but  you  made  them  up  in  Canada? 
A.  We  are  not  altogether  in  fire  insurance.  We  do  a  large  business  in  marine,  and 
we  receive  interest  on  our  investments.  I  do  not  claim  tuat  we  have  been  paying 
these  losses  out  of  our  Canadian  business. 

Q  This  small  business  has  paid  all  the  American  losses,  and  paid  a  10  per  cent, 
dividend  ?  A.  We  do  a  marine  business  as  well  and  make  an  interest  out  of  our  in- 
vestments. The  marine  business  is  done  all  over.  1  think  we  lost  in  the  Canadian 
marine,  but  not  in  the  American. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (^WentwortK)  : 
Q.  What  is  the  amount  of  your  paid-up  capital  7     A.  $500,000. 
Q.  And  the  sub.-oribed  ?    A.  $1,000,000. 

By  Mr.  Guillet  : 
Q.  Are  there  any  fines  for  the  infringement  of  the  tariff  rates  ?     A.  None. 
Q.  Never  have  been  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  What  effect  has  the  tariff  rate  had  on  yonr  business  with  your  agents,  i 
suppose  you  come  in  contact  with  the  agents  a  good  deal  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  know  whether  they  have  grievances.  How  do  you  eet  along  with  the 
rates  lately.  Are  you  troubled  with  agents  cutting  the  rates  ?  A.  I  can  say  safely 
that  we  have  very  little  trouble. 

<i.  Occasionally  they  bring  in  policies  at  lower  rates  ?  A.  That  is  very  likely 
to  occur.  We  appoint  new  agents  and  all  they  have  to  guide  them  is  this  tariff. 
They  make  a  mistake ;  it  is  not  by  design. 

Q.  They  do  not  leave  out  a  point  to  indicate  that  they  have  taken  it  too  low  C 
A.  Not  so  lar  as  the  tariff  is  concerned,  the  tariff  being  minimum. 

Q.  If  you  got  an  agent  who  did  not  go  below  the  minimum  rate  bat  did  not  give 
you  proper  details ;  that  is  made  misrepresentations,  would  yon  bounce  him  ?  A. 
The  assured  must  suffer  in  that  case. 

Q.  But  it  would  bring  him  into  a  lawsuit  ?_  A.  We  always  insist  upon  them 
giving  US  full  details  in  the  application  they  submit  to  us. 

Q.  You  would  have  more  difficulty  under  the  old  system  where  competition  w^s 
keen  and  there  was  no  understanding  ?  A.  The  business  was  in  a  sort  of  chaos.  We 
■were  just  as  likely  to  charge  more  than  what  was  right  as  less. 
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Q.  That  would  not  hurt  the  company?  A.  No;  the  company  raised  no  com- 
plaiLL. 

Q.  But  in  cutting  they  would  as  likely  take  the  minimum  rates  as  the  higher? 
A.   They  usually  took  the  representations  of  the  assured. 

Q.  Did  your  agents  always  inspect  the  risks  ?  A.  Wo  have  a  question,  have 
you  personally  iospocted  "  the  risk  "  on  the  application  ? 

Q.  The  effect  under  the  old  system  would  be  that  you  took  them  at  an  average 
lower  rate  ?  A.  As  1  say,  we  made  on  some  risks  and  on  others  I  think  we  would 
get  hurt.  It  would  depend  altogether  upon  the  intelligence  of  the  applicant  whether 
he  knew  what  the  rates  of  insurance  were.  It  was  left  in  the  hands  of  agents.  It 
left  a  good  deal  more  to  him  then  than  now,  as  now  he  has  some  basis  to  go  on. 

Q.  The  effect  is  that  you  have  a  basis  on  which  your  agents  have  instructions 
to  take  risks  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  There  is  a  minimum  rate  below  which  if  they  go  the  company  will  not 
accept?     A.  That  is  it. 

Q.  You  are  all  operating  on  that  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  tendency  is  that  when  the  Underwriters'  Association  think  that  the  rate 
is  too  low  and  put  it  a  little  higher  it  stays  there  all  round  ?    A.  Yes. 

y.  Or  it  they  lower  it  a  little  it  is  rated  all  round  lower  ?     A.  Yes. 

y  That  does  not  leave  the  agent  very  much  to  do  ?  A,  There  are  other  con- 
siderations outside  the  ratings  which  are  very  important. 

Q,  Speaking  of  your  American  business,  how  do  you  do  it?  Do  you  have  a  local 
superintendent  in  each  state  ?  A.  We  have  an  inspecting  agent  who  visits  each  state. 
In  some  oases  we  have  a  general  agent  and  in  some  we  have  reporting  agents.  Our 
tendency  has  been  to  dispense  with  the  general  agents  and  put  in  local  and  also  to 
put  in  !"pociai  agents  who  will  settle  losses  as  well. 

Q.  His  duties  would  be  to  travel  about  over  the  territory  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q  There  wan  something  came  up  here  incidentally  wiih  respect  to  underground 
insurance.  Do  your  agents  complain  much  ?  A.  Yon  mean  at  places  like  Windsor. 
It  is  comparatively  an  unimportant  point  and  we  do  very  little  business.  There  is 
not  much  business  to  do.     There  are  not  any  risks  of  any  account  in  any  of  them. 

Q.  Do  they  touch  you  in  Toronto  and  St.  Catharines  ?  A.  Yes ;  they  have 
taken  large  risks  there. 

Q.  Do  they  take  large  risks?    A.  Yes;  large  manufacturing  risks. 

Q.  They  do  not  drift  into  ordinary  small  risks  ?  A.  No;  I  know  of  no  small 
risks. 

Q.  When  there  is  a  really  first  class  valuable  property  to  be  insured  they  try  to 
take  that  ?  A.  1  kciow  they  cut  quotations,  but  of  course  we  get  very  little  informa- 
tion. It  is  all  Burmipe  on  our  part  where  it  goes  ;  they  say:  "  we  placed  it  else- 
where." In  a  great  many  cases  people  threaten  to  do  this  when  they  cannot  get 
better  terms.  American  companies  as  a  rule  fight  shy  of  Canada.  They  look  upon 
Canada  as  a  very  bad  field,  notwithstanding  the  tariff'. 

Q.  Then  the  tendency  was  to  do  business  with  men  who  could  offer  them  a  first 
•class  risk  and  induce  tbem  to  take  it  at  lower  rates  ?     A.  Yes;  that  is  the  tendency. 

Q.  Then  the  assumption  is  that  they  cut  on  rates  ?  A.  These  are  all  mutuals. 
iSo  stock  companies  on  the  other  side  that  I  know  of  do  that. 

Q.  Do  they  take  them  on  a  cash  basis  here  ?  A.  I  think  not.  I  think  it  is  on 
a  mutual  plan. 

Q.  They  take  their  risk  with  other  members  of  the  association  in  their  assess- 
ment? A.  Yes  :  that  is  the  way  I  understand  it,  but  I  have  no  definite  information 
on  these  points. 

Q.  So  far  as  you  are  aware  that  is  the  case  ?     A.    Yes. 

Q.  That  is,  that  it  is  not  the  American  stock  companies,  but  it  is  the   American 
mutuals  ?    A.  You  will  see  that  although  there  are  very  large  stock  companies  over 
there,  very  few  come  here  to  do  business. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Did  you  not  have  a  Echedule  of  your  prices  before  the  Underwriters'  Associa- 
tion  was  established  and  pretty  strict  rules  for  the  guidance  of  your  agents  ?   A  No  • 
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years  ago  we  had  a  book   of  instructions   printed;  bat   we   had   nothiog   printed  or 
written  of  any  account. 

Q.  You  had  a  classification,  whether  piinted  or  written?  A,  We  had  with 
reference  to  classes  of  buildings. 

Q.  Not  of  prices  to  give  your  agents  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  How  did  they  go  ?     A.  "  Go  as  you  please."     They  had  the  current  rates. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  You  had  no  printed  tariflf  for  the  guidance  of  your  agents?  A.  We  had 
none. 

Q.  None  previous  to  this  combination?  A.  Years  ago  there  was  a  book  issued 
by  our  company  in  which  we  gave  ihem  a  general  idea  of  what  the  rates  were,  but 
we  gave  them  no  tariff. 

Q.  But  a  man  going  out  into  the  country  would  he  not  have  some  idea?     A. 
No ;  that  is  a  small  business. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Were  there  no  rates  for  wooden  stores  or  brick  stores?  A.  No;  we  had  no 
rates.  We  had  no  rates  we  would  take  them  slU  There  was  nothing  definite  to 
give  an  agent. 

Q.  They  are,  of  course,  submitted  to  you,  and,  therefore,  when  the  application 
came  in  you  could  send  it  back  if  yon  refused  it  ?  A.  You  know  there  was  a  tariff 
before  this  last  one  established  in  1872,  or  somewhere  thereabouts.  The  companies 
had  been  going  on  on  the  basis  of  these  rates.  They  had  not  been  sticking  to  them, 
but  they  had  been  going  on  the  basis  of  these  rates. 

Mr.  Bain.— Mr.  Boomer  is  speaking  of  a  uniform  tariff  as  between  companies, 
and  we  are  speaking  of  a  unilorm  tariff  as  between  companies  and  their  agents.  He 
is  assuming  that  there  was  a  combination  rate. 

The  Chaibman. — He  says  his  company  had  no  tariff. 

Witness. — We  had  no  tariff  of  our  own.  We  had  this  tariff  years  ago  that  they 
were  supposed  to  go  on. 

Q.  It  would  be  chaos  without  a  tariff?  A.  That  is  exactly  why  this  association 
•was  established.     That  is  what  we  think  this  association  supplies. 

Q.  How  could  you  control  your  agents  without  that?     A.  You  will  understand, 
sir,  that  the  combined  experience  and  wisdom  did  not  amount  to  very  much.  If  they 
took  a  risk  it  might  be  declined  by  the  company. 
By  Mr.  Boyle: 

Q.  Thatis  not  the  point  the  Chairman  is  asking.  Could  you  not  instruct  your 
agents  ?     A,    We  gave  them  general  instructions.      We  had  no  special  instructions. 

Q.    Did  you  lay  down  a  tariff  like  that  ?     A.  No  ;  I  did  not  do  it. 

The  Chairman — There  is  a  firm  building  that  is  a  quarter  of  a  cent.  There  i& 
A  factory,  that  would  be  65  cents. 

By  Mr,  Bain  (  Weniworth)  : 

Q.  You  would  be  at  sea  without  a  tariff.  The  agent  might  take  a  risk  at  any- 
thing. An  agent  might  take  a  rate  on  a  dwelling  at  50  cents  without  a  tariff  when 
it  should  be  from  75  to  fcO  cents?  A.  That  is  the  way  they  were  doing.  For 
instance,  if  an  agent  gave  us  a  risk  on  a  dwelling  house  which  was  perhaps  20  feet 
from  a  planing  mill,  the  applicant  is  equally  responsible  with  the  agent,  because  he 
signs  the  application. 

By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Who  is  the  agent  tor  ?     A.  He  is  the  agent  for  the  company. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth')  : 

Q.  You  make  out  that  he  is  the  agent  of  the  insured  ?  A.  Well,  I  don't  know 
that  we  do. 

Q.  Is  that  not  the  custom  ?     A.  To  make  the  agent— 

Q  To  make  the  agent  the  agent  of  the  insured  instead  of  your  agent  ?  A. 
We  are  not  responsible  tor  his  acts  if  the  application  is  signed  by  the  insured. 

Q.  For  instance,  if  an  agent  took  a  risk  on  a  building  and  there  was  a  planing^ 
mill  twenty  feet  away  and  the  application  did  not  show  that  so    that  an   increased 
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rate  could  be  had,  you  would  repudiate  it  on  the  ground    that   the   man   signed  the 
application  ?     A.  Yes  ;  the  man  signed  it. 

Q.  Tour  agent  drew  it  out  ?    A.  He  acts  as  the  man's  agent  if  he  draws  it  out. 

Q.  He  comes  with  the  application  as  the  agent  of  the  company  and  the  applica- 
tion is  based  upon  the  representations  of  the  agent  ?  A.  It  is  the  representation  of 
the  assured. 

Q.  He  is  there  on  the  spot  and  knows  the  character  of  the  property- 
and  he  fills  it  out  ?    A.  Exactly. 

Q.  If  he  does  not  inform  the   company   of  that  he  is   certainly  committing  a 
breach  of  trust  ?    A.  We  consider  that  he  is  the  agent   of   the  man."    The  applicant 
is  certainly  resposible  for   the  application   that  is   signed   by   himself.     "We  have 
certainly  to  pay  losses  we  are  not  liable  for. 
By  Mr.  McKay  : 

Q.  What  do  you  pay  the  president  of  your  company  ?  A.  The  president  of  our 
company  does  not  get  a  salary.  He  is  voted  something  at  the  end  of  the  year.  He 
has  the  director's  fee.     The  managing  director  manages  the  business. 

Q.  What  amount  is  voted  to  him  ?  A.  $1,000,  I  think,  he  gets,  in  addition  to  all 
his  director's  fees. 

Q.  What  are  the  directors'  fees  ?  A.  It  is  so  much  divided ;  I  think,  $3,000 
amongst  them.  Their  attendance  regulates  what  they  get  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
That  is  divided  amongst  them  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Their  attendance  regulates 
how  much  they  get. 

£y  the  Chairman  .- 

Q.  What  is  the  salary  of  the  managing  director?     A.  $6,000. 

Q.  Is  that  the  average  salary  for  insurance  companies  of  that  sort  ?     A.  In  the 
TJnited  Stales  they  pay   much   higher.    That   is  not  very   much   for  a   business  of 
$1,500,000  to  $2,000,00u.     Looking  at  that  way  it  is  not  very  much. 
£y  Mr.  Boyle  : 

Q.  In  that  report,  the  last  one  published  by  the  Grovernment,  the  miscellaneous 
]!ayments  for  general  American  expenses  were  $66,552,  while  the  Canadian  general 
<  xpenses  were  $9,042,  so  that  American  business  is  more  than  the  Canadian 
bxisiness.    A.  It  is  more  than  that. 

Q.  One  is  $331,000  and  the  other  is  $796,000  ?     A.  That  is  about  2J  times. 

Q.  So  the  American  business  costs  more  ?    A.  Yes. 

The  Committee  adjourned. 


House  of  Commons,  Ottawa,  27th  April,  1888. 

,,     The  Committee  on  Alleged  Trade  and  Insurance  Combinations  met  this  morning, 
Mr,  Wallace,  M.P.,  in  the  chair. 

William  Tatley,  sworn. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

^^    S'  ^,^^®y°°i''ia™e,  occupation  and  address?     A.  William  Tatley,   Manager  of 
the  Itoyal  Insurance  Company,  Montreal. 

Q.  Is  this  the  English  Eoyal  ?     A.  Yes ;  the  other  is  called  the  Eoval  Canadian. 

y.   iou  are  connected  with  the  Eoyal  Insurance   Company?     A,  Yes,   of  Eng- 

9i'  WL*^  residence  is  Montreal  ?    A.  The  head  office  of  the  company  is  Montreal. 
y.  Where  does  your  company  do  business?     A.  All  over  the  Dominion  and  all 
over  the  world,  in  fact. 

Q.  In  all  the  Provinces  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Are  your  company  members  of  the  Fire  Underwriters'  Association  ?     A   We 
sre. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  connected  with  that  association?     A.  I  think  the 
association  was  established  in  1&83.     We  have  been  members  of  it  in  the  commence- 
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By  Mr.  Casgrain  : 
Q.  This  a^sooiation  is  for  the  Dominion  only  ?    A.   Yes,  for  the  Dominion. 
Q.  Not  abroad  ?     A.  This  association  only  applies  to  the  Oominion.  • 

Q.  Your  company  is  doing  business  in  England  and  other   places  ?     A.  We   do 
business  all  over  the  world,  in  all  the  countries. 

Q.  In  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Your  association  in  Canada  regulates  the  tariff,  that  is  one  important  object  ? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  They  make  a  uniform  tariff  for  all  the  members  of  the  association?    A.  Yes. 
Q.  There  is  an  association  in  England  as  well  as  this  one  in  Canada?     A.  Yes, 
and  it  has  always  been  so. 

Q.  Do  they  regulate  the  tariff?  A.  Yes. 
Q.  Binding  each  company  down  to  certain  tariff  ?  A.  Just  so. 
Q.  Have  you  any  special  knowledge  of  that  association  in  England?  A.  Well, 
T  have  been  connected  with  insurance  for  thirty  years.  I  was  brought  up  with  the 
Eoyal,  and  for  fifteen  years  of  that  time  was  connected  with  British  business,  and  my 
knowledge  of  it  comes  from  that  source.  I  have  been  fifteen  years  their  manager  in 
Canada. 

Q.  You  say  that  they  have  an  association  in  England  as  well  as  this  in  Canada, 
that  you  are  connected  with  it,  and  that  they  regulate  the  prices  the  same  as  your 
association  in  Canada  does  ?  A.  Yes  ;  but  not  perhaps  on  the  same  lines  because  the 
business  is  done  differently  there  ;  but  they  have  a  tariff  regulating  the  prices  of  risks 
in  Great  Britain . 

Q.  Are  these  the  tariffs  of  individual  companies  or  the  association  ?  A,  The 
tariff  of  the  association . 

Q.  Are  all    companies  in    England  in   the   association  ?     A.  To  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  every  company  in  England  is.     I  have    been  some  time  away,  but  at  the 
time  I  was  there  every  company  was  a  member  of  it. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Are  yon  aware  that  a  resolution  was  passed   that  agents  must  give  up  doing 
business  for  non-tariff  companies  ?     Are  yon  aware  that  such  a  resolution  was  passed 
in  your  association  ?     A.  I  am  aware  that  such  a  resolution  was  passed  in  the  winter 
of  1885,  but  I  believe  it  was  rescinded  within  three  months; 
Q.  Be  careful.    A.  I  think  so. 
Q.  Was  it  not  rescinded  in  1886  ?     A.  Well,  I  am  speaking  entirely  from  mem- 

\i.  It  was  passed  in  October  and  rescinded  on  the  1st  day  of  April,  just  about 
six  months.  Are  you  aware  whether  that  was  re-enacted  ?  A.  I  am  not  aware  that 
it  has  been  re-enacted.  .    . 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  it  is  not  re-enacted  in  either  of  these  associations  i  A. 
Since  it  has  been  rescinded  it  has  not  been  re-enacted. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  of  your  own  knowledge  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  there  are  two  associations,  one  for  Quebec  and  another  for  Ontario  ? 
A.  That  is  so. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  it  was  re-enacted  in  Ontario  ?  A.  I  am  aware,  ot  my  per- 
sonal  knowledge,  that  the  matter  was  rescinded  and  has  not  been  re-enacted;  I  know 
it  from  my  own  individual  company. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  that  it  was  not  re-enacted  ?    A.  it  was 
not  re  enacted.     I  am  certain  of  it. 

By  Mr.  Wood  (Westmoreland)  :  o     *    v 

Q.  Your  association  is  not  incorporated.  It  is  simply  voluntary?  A.  les, 
it  is  simply  voluntary. 

By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  Have  your  agents  carried  out  the  tariff  strictly  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Has  there  been  do  complaints  made  ?  A.  Yes  ;  occasionally  they  may  send 
down  a  risk  below  the  tariff  rate,  but  is  simply  refused. 

Q.  Have  any  of  your  agents  been  dismissed  ?    A.  No. 
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Q.  Is  it  the  custom  to  dismiss  them  for  infractions  of  the  tariff?  A.  I  am  not 
aware  of  any  being  dismissed,  but  if  an  agent  refused  to  carry  out  his  instructions 
he  would  certainly  be  dismissed. 

Q.  There  is  some  rule,  I  understand,  that  he  will  be  dismissed  ?  A.  I  do  not 
know  exactly  what  the  rule  is,  but  the  secretary  can  inform  you.  I  am  not  aware 
of  any. 

Q.  Do  you  pay  agents  at  all  by  commission  ?  A.  We  mighty  in  exceptional 
cases,  for  instance  where  they  control  a  district. 

Q.   Does  a  salary  vary  in  proportion  to  the  business?     A.  No, 

Q.  You  do  not  pay  any  proportions  of  the  profits  that  are  made  ?  A.  Well, 
many  of  our  agents  are  paid  a  commission  on  the  profits  and  more  especially  agents 
who  control  a  district.  They  get  a  salary  as  well,  or  not  exactly  a  salary  but  a  small 
allowance  in  addition. 

Q.  Do  you  believe  that  this  Association  of  Fire  Underwriters  has  resulted  in 
any  benefit  to  the  companies  ?    A.  Well,  I  undoubtedly  do. 

Q.  You  have  better  rales  ?    A.  It  is  not   so   much   the   fact   of  getting  better 
rates  as  of  steadying  them. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Have  you  better  dividends  ?  A.  Of  course  you  are  speaking  of  Canadian 
companies  ? 

Q.  Canadian  companies  or  the  Canadian  business  of  the  English  companies  ? 
A.  1  do  not  know  as  the  result  of  this  tariff  has  had  the  effect  of  giving 
the  companies  any  material  difference  in  the  profits,  because  the  rates  as  a 
whole  have  simply  been  steadied,  and  in  fact  the  association  has  been  an  advantage 
to  the  public,  because  as  an  association  we  are  able  to  bring  a  good  deal  of  pressure 
to  bear  upon  the  towns  to  improve  their  appliances  and  so  we  get  a  better  grade  of 
insurance. 

Q.  But  by  this  adoption  of  a  cast-iron  rule  you  make  no  allowance  for  the  moral 
hazard  ?  A.  You  cannot  possibly  diminish  the  moral  hazard  under  any  circum- 
stances. 

Q.  Yoa  could  if  you  did  not  fix  a  cast-iron  tariff?     A.  I  do  not  see  that. 

Q.  By  fixing  a  cast  iron  tariff  you  leave  nothing  to  the  discretion  of  the  agent? 
A.  If  a  man  wants  to  burn  his  place  down,  if  a  man's  moral  perceptions  are  so  bad,  it 
does  not  matter  what  kind  of  a  rate  he  pays,  because  the  difference  in  the  rate  is  so 
small  that  it  would  not  be  worth  his  while. 

Q.  There  are  a  great  many  gradations  between  a  man  who  is  upright  and  a  man 
who  deliberately  goes  into  an  insurance  company  with  the  deliberate  intention  of 
burning  down  his  buildings.  There  are  men  who  are  a  little  indifferent  who  might 
be  just  as  anxious  to  get  the  money,  but  they  would  not  burn  it  down  themselves; 
There  are  all  gradations  between  these  two  extremes  ?  A.  It  is  impossible  that  you 
can  tell  where  the  moral  hazard  comes  in.     Not  one  man  in  ten  could  do  it. 

Q.  The  agent  seeing  a  man  and  knowing  his  character,  if  he  was  allowed  a  little 
discretion  and  used  it  judiciously  to  take  into  account  the  moral  aspect  of  the  case. 
Did  it  occur  to  you  that  by  your  tariff  yon  did  not  allow  that  ?  A.  I  think  that  the 
agent  is  in  a  vastly  better  position  by  the  tariff  than  he  has  hitherto  been  without  it. 
b'or  instance,  suppose  that  tariff  has  the  effect  of  enabling  the  agent  to  get  better 
rates  ;  therefore,  if  he  has  not  tariff  he  works  harder  and  gets  the  same  amount  of 
money  and  tbe  tendency  would  be  for  him  not  to  be  so  careful,  but  that  he  would  be 
more  careless  as  to  the  kind  of  risks  he  would  take. 

Q.  These  are  the  minimum  rates?     A.  Yes. 

m.  Do  you  know  of  any  insurance  companies  that  have  insured  above  those 
tariff  rates  ?  A .  Certainly ;  many  places  that  are  endangered  are  not  taken  into  a 
company  unless  we  get  a  higher  rate. 

Q.  What  provision  is  made  for  them?  A.  That  is  always  taken  into  account. 
We  charge  a  higher  tariff  for  a  frame  building,  and  if  that  frame  store  was  in  a 
block  of  frame  buildings,  no  company  would  take  it  at  the  minimam  rate. 
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Q;  I  do  not  say  the  minimam  rate,  but  in  the  whole  tariff  there  is  a  minimum 
for  each  class.     You  have  a  class  that  would  go  in  ?    A.  Yes. 
Q.  Yon  have  a  rate  fixed  for  it  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q,  And  you  take  it  at  the  fixed  rate,  at  the  tariff  rate  ?  A.  We  must  not  take 
it  at  any  lees  than  that. 

Q.  Do  you  charge  more?     A.  Very  frequently  we  charge  more. 

Q.  More  than  the  highest  rate  marked  ?  A.  Yes  ;  it  depends  entirely  upon  the 
risk.  That  is  all  taken  into  account.  For  instance,  lake  a  frame  building  in 
amongst  other  buildings,  or  that  has  a  planing  mill  forty  feot  from  it. 

Q.  You  have  an  arrangement  for  that?     A.  No. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  I  do  not  see  where  the  moral  risk  comes  in  if  the  agent  is  bound  down.  A 
man  who  is  intemperate  in  his  habils  and  principles  and  who  is,  perhaps,  liatle  to 
go  into  insolvency,  a  man  like  that  would  be  as  much  sought  for  an  another  risk. 
There  is  no  question  as  to  the  character  of  the  risk  if  the  agent  recommecds  it.  It 
meets  all  the  requirements  according  to  the  tariff?  A.  Your  ideas  of  the  moral 
hazard  run  on  different  lines  from  what  I  mean.  I  am  speaking  of  the  moral 
hazard 

Q.  I  understand  that  there  are  certain  classes  which  you  consider  more 
hazardous  than  others.  Insurance  men  have  told  me  that,  but  I  do  not  see  where 
there  is  any  opportunity  of  dealing  with  the  moral  risk  -when  an  agent  simply 
depends  upon  the  amount  of  business  he  does.  He  would  recommend  anyone  wil- 
ling to  pay  the  tariff  laid  down  ?  A.  I  have  said  that  it  is  impostible  lor  the  com- 
pany to  control  a  moral  hazard.  The  moral  hazard  is  where  a  man  insures  his 
property  with  the  distinct  purpose  of  burning  it  down. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Oh,  no?  A.  That  is  what  we  understand  by  a  moral  hazard.  We  do  not 
understand  any  other  kind  of  moral  hazard  than  that. 

Q.  Is  not  the  moral  hazard  a  man's  general  reputation  and  his  ability  to  pay  ? 
He  has  a  flour  mill,  for  instance,  or  a  saw  mill,  and  the  stream  is  dried  up  and  there 
is  no  further  use  for  it.  Does  not  the  moral  hazard  come  in  there  ?  A.  Well,  of 
course,  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  moral  hrzard. 

Q.  You  say  that  the  only  moral  hazard  that  you  know  of  is  the  man  who  insures 
his  property  with  the  deliberate  intention  of  burning  it  down.  You  know  of  no  such 
man,  because  no  man  would  ever  tell  you  that.  A  man  may  take  out  an  insurance 
policy  with  the  purpose  of  burning  it  down,  but  he  never  tells  you  that  ?  A.  We 
inculcate  upon  oi^r  agent  to  be  carelul,  and  all  companies  do.  They  inculcate  upon 
their  agents  the  necessity  of  being  careful  in  the  interests  of  the  company  that  they 
are  representing. 

Q.  That  is  not  the  question  ?  A.  That  is  the  question  in  this  way,  that  if  a  man 
takes  a  risk 

Q.  We  are  talking  about  the  moral  hazard  ?  A.  I  am  giving  my  view  of  the 
moral  hazard.  I  know  of  no  other  view  of  the  moral  hazard  than  the  one  which  I 
have  expressed. 

Q.  No  other  view  except  that  of  the  man  who  insures  for  the  purpose  of  burning 
down  the  building  ?    A.  No. 
By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  Are  the  rates  higher  in  Quebec  than  in  Ontario  ?     A.   Not  in  towns  of  the 
same  grades,   with   the  exception  of  Montreal,    which  we   have   had   to  deal   with 
exceptionally  on  account  of  our  experience  there. 
By  Mr.  Casgrain : 

Q.  Large  fires  ?  A.  Yes;  extremely  disastrous  fires  during  the  last  two  or  three 
years. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Where  have  you  met  with  losses  during  the  last  two  or  three  years  ?  Which 
has  been  the  less  profitable,  the  town  or  country  districts  ?  A.  If  you  speak  of  any 
given  year,  I  may  say  that  last  year  the  cities  were   the  most  unproductive,  but  by 
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only  taking  one  year  you  cannot  arrive  at  the  average.  With  the  higher  rate  we 
get  in  places  which  are  not  so  well  protected,  it  enables  us  to  get  about  the  same 
rate  of  margin,  bat  the  cities  give  us  more  profit  one  year  and  the  towns  another. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  us  the  basis  upon  which  all  the  insurance  companies  come  to  au 
understanding  about  the  uniformity  of  the  tariff?  What  I  want  to  know  is  this  : 
Where  you  take  all  your  different  tariffs  together  as  business  men  do,  upon  what 
basis  did  you  start  ?  A.  Well,  there  have  been  at  different  times  a  lot  of  tariffs  in 
force  at  different  times.  There  have  been  times  of  course  that  they  haven't  been  in 
force,  but  there  has  always  been  something  upon  which  to  base  the  rates  at  which 
risks  can  be  taken  everywhere. 

Q.  All  over  the  world  ?     A.  All  over  Canada. 

Q.  Do  you  make  a  difference  for  the  Dominion  on  account  of  the  length  of 
winter  ?  A.  No,  that  is  the  same  all  over ;  we  regulate  the  rates  almost  entirely 
upon  the  appliances  of  a  town  for  suppressing  fires,  and  from  the  general  character 
of  the  coDstruction  of  a  town. 

Q.  It  was  stated  here  yesterday  by  a  witness  I  think  that  his  company  had  no 
tariff,  no  rule  in  fixing  prices,  or  anything  approaching  it,  previous  to  the  forma- 
tion of  this  association.  What  was  the  rule  that  your  company  had  to  guide  all  your 
agents  ?  A.  Well,  the  way  we  did,  when  there  was  no  tariff  in  an  instruction  book 
to  aj^ents,  the  old  tariff  in  force  which  is  graded  according  to  the  appliances  in  use 
in  each  lown,  and  we  required  agents  to  get  that  rate,  and  if  they  did  not  get  that 
rate  to  give  us  good  reasons  why  they  did  not  get  it,  and  we  exercised  our  own 
judgment. 

Q.  You  had  a  tariff  ?     A.  We  had  a  tariff,  but  it  was  not  binding. 

Q.  "Jou  allowed  some  latitude  to  your  agents,  just  the  same  as  a  man  in  a  store 
as  to  the  prices  of  things.  They  are  marked  at  a  certain  amount,  but  the  clerk  ex- 
ercises his  judgment  in  giving  any  discount  ?  A.  Except  in  this  case,  the  latitude 
allowed  would  be  on  account  of  the  competition  with  other  companies,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  head  oflice. 

Q.  You  had  power  to  cancel  any  of  them,  of  course,  if  they  did  not  meet  with 
your  approval  ?     A    Yes. 

Q.  Then  you  had  a  tariff?     A.  In  that  limited  sense. 

Q.  In  no  limited  sense  ;  you  had  a  tariff  and  that  tariff  was  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  head  oflflce  ?  A.  As  I  said  before,  the  rates  that  we  gave  to  the  agent 
were  a  guide  to  him  which  he  was  at  liberty  to 

Q.  If  he  varied  from  it  he  had  to  give  a  reason,  and  in  addition  to  that  you  were 
not  bound  to  accept  it  ?     A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Vasgrain  :  ' 

Q.  Is  your  tariff  the  same  in  all  parts  of  the  world  or  in  the  Dominion  ?  A. 
Oh,  no ;  the  circumstances  of  climate  and  everything  else  have  to  be  taken  into  account. 
The  rates  here  are  different  from  what  they  are  in  Great  Britain,  but  they  are  pretty 
much  the  same  in  the  towns  and  cities  of  the  United  States,  where  the  climatic  con- 
ditions are  about  the  same. 

By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland  )  ; 

Q.  There  are  companies  in  Canada  not  included  in  your  association?  A.  I  am 
not  aware  of  any  btock  companies  not  included  in  it.  I  believe  all  the  stock  com- 
panies are  included  in  it.      There  are  muluals  in  it. 

Q.  Mutual  fire  insurance  companies  ?  A.  Yes,  I  think  there  is  one  stock 
company  not  included  in  it,  one  only.     The  Queen  City,  I  believe,  is  the  only  one. 

Q.  Do  you  fiad  competition  in  these  mutual  companies  or  stock  companies. 
Eealiy,  they  are  &\\  competitors  ?  A.  Well,  so  far  as  my  own  individual  experience 
goes,  I  don't  find  their  competition  very  keen.  The  competition  between  mutuals 
^nd  stock  companies  is  of  such  a  character  that  you  cannot  compete  with  them.  In 
fact  their  principles  of  doing  business  is  so  entirely  different  that  there  are  no  means 
whatever  of  competing  with  them.  Mutual  companies  do  business  at  cost  and  they 
don't  know  what  the  cost  will  be  till  after  the  year  is  over,  and  then  they  make  their 
assessments  accordingly. 
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Q.  After  you  joined  the  association,  was  yoar  tariff  increiisod  ?  Your  general 
tariff?  A.  I  cannot  say  that  as  a  general  rule  it  has  been  increased.  It  has  boeu 
rather  more  the  efieot  of  steadying  the  rates.  It  was  one  of  the  very  etrong  points 
expressed  by  the  head  companies,  or  at  all  events  some  of  the  head  compatnes  of  the 
association,  that  we  should  be  oarelul  not  to  go  to  the  extreme,  but  briug  about  rates 
satislacloiy  to  the  public,  and  it  is  rather  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  insurance 
body  an  influential  body  as  a  whole,  in  order  to  endeavor  to  ina  prove  their  business. 
Of  course,  you  will  understand  that  the  companies  can  exercise  an  iLfluonce  in  a 
body  that  is  much  more  powerful  than  that  exercised  individually. 

Q.  The  competition,  before  the  association  was  formed,  resulted  in  tha  failure  of 
companies?  A.  Undoubtedly.  1  think  I  can  show  you  by  your  own  blue  book  that 
16  years  ago  there  were  13  Canadian  companies,  now  there  are  only  five  in  existence. 
The  rest  have  gone  out  of  existence,  and  these  5  they  are  by  no  means,  some  of  them, 
strong. 

Q.  What  was  the  cause  of  these  others  going  out  of  existence  ?  A.  Simply  that 
business  was  done  at  an  unpaying  rate.  There  are  only  five  Canadian  stock  insuraace 
companies  now. 

Q    Did  they  go  out  of  existence  before  the  association  wa-i  formed  or  since  ?     A. 
To  the  best  of  my  recollection,  they  all  went  out  previous,  when  thare  was  no  tariff. 
By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  Speaking  of  no  tariff,  that  is  not  a  correct    expression  ?     A.  Well,  there  was 
a  non-binding  tariff. 

Q.  Tou  mean  a  uniform  tariff?     A,  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland')  : 
Q.  These  companies  were  all  driven  out    by  the  competition  of  the  foreign  com- 
panies?    A.  Well,  I  cannot  say  exactly.     They  were  driven  out  by  the  competition 
with  other  companies  which  has  been  so  very  disastrous. 
By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  Confine  your  replies   to  the  answer  of  his  question   instead  of  making  a  little 
speech  each  time  ?   A.  Well,  there  was  no  binding  tariff  at  the  time  that  they  went  ou* 
but  it  was  simply  the  disastrous   results  of  their  business   that  ruined  them.     They 
took  poor  risks. 

Q.  You  tay  there  are  only  five  stock  companies  in  Canada  to-day  and  there  were 
13  some  years  ago.  How  about  the  English  and  American  companies?  Have  they 
decreased  too  ?  A.  No,  they  have  not  decreased,  although  some  of  the  English  com- 
panies have  likewise  had  to  retire. 

Q.  How  do  the  numbers  of  the  English  and  American  companies  compare  ?  A. 
Two  British  companies  and  two  American  companies  have  had  to  retire,  but  on  the 
other  hand  they  have  been  replaced  by  others. 

Q.  What  is  the  result?  Have  we  mjre  American  and  English  companies  now 
than  we  had,  or  less  ?  A,  More  English  companies.  About  the  same  number  of 
American  companiew,  I  think. 

Q.  Give  us  the  figures?     A.  The   Canadian   companies   that  are  here  now,  are 

the  British  America,  the  Citizens' 

Q.  Give  us  the  numbers  ?     A.  Five  Canadian  companies  here  now. 
Q.  And  there  were  13  ?    A.  Yes. 
Q.  In  what  year?     A.   There  were  13  in  1873. 

Q.  How  about  the  English  and  American  companies?  A.  That  I  shall  have  to 
look  at  for  comparison. 

Q.  How  many  British  and  American  companies  are  there  now  ?    You  have  a  list 
there?     A.  Yes.     There  l9  British,  and  there  are  5  American  companies. 
Q.  That  is  ^^4^  outside  companies  doing  business  here  ?     A.  Yes. 
Q.  How  does  that  compare  with    1873,    I  think  there  are  32  companies  in  your 
association  ?     A.  There  are  32  now  in  1887.     There  have  been   three   since.     There 
is  the  Mercantile  and  Waterloo.    There  are  two  that  don't  register  in  the  Dominion. 
Q.  What  British  and  United  States   companies   were  in  existence  in  ib73?     A. 
I  see  that  in  1873,  there  was  12  British  companies  only. 
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Q    There  are  19  now  ?     A.  19  now;  yes. 

By  Mr.  Casgrain  : 
Q    As  appears  by  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Insurance  ?      A.   Yes. 
By  the  Ghairman  : 

Q.  And  the  American  companies?  A,  There  were  six.  You  have  two  additional 
American  companies,  and  one  that  went  out. 

Q.  And  we  have  an  addition  of ?    A.  Seven  British  companies. 

Q.  Making  the  number  of  companies  altogether  about  the  same?  A.  Tss;  about 
the  same. 

Q  Well  now,  perhaps  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  Cauadian  stock  com- 
panies may  ha  accounted  for  by  the  increase  of  the  number  of  mutual  companies.  Do 
you  know  that  to  be  the  fact  ?  A.  No  ;  I  don't,  because  I  have  an  impression  that 
quite  a  large  number  of  mutual  companies  have  likewise  ceased  to  exist.  I  can  re- 
member several  of  them,  but  I  am  not  prepared  myself  to  give  the  exact  number 
that  have. 

Q.  You  know  that  a  large  number  have  come  into  existence  during  that  time  ? 
A.  Yes;  small  township  mutuals. 

Q.  Larger  ones  like  the  Millers'  and  Manufacturers'  ?    A.  Yes;  that  is  one. 

Q.  There  is  one  called  the  Millers'  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  These  two  have  come  into  existence  within  the  last  few  years  ?     A.  Yee. 

Q,  Now,  you  say  the  effect  has  been  to  steady  the  prices;  the  effect  of  this 
arrangement  of  the  Fire  Underwriters,  that  that  is  one  of  the  great  advantages.  Per- 
haps I  may  not  see  it  in  that  light.  Steadying  prices  means  to  make  a  oast-iron  rale 
that  does  not  leave  anything  to  the  discretion  of  the  agent  who  has  a  special  know- 
ledge, and,  therefore,  the  steadying  of  the  prices,  though  it  might  benefit  the  com- 
pany, might  be  an  injury  to  the  insured  of  the  community  ?  A.  Well,  of  course,  I 
am  speaking  generally  when  I  speak  of  steadying  the  prices.  I  have  made  the  state- 
ment that  we  have  gone  on  pretty  much  the  same,  except  that  we  gave  discretionary 
power  to  an  agent. 

Q.  Do  you  think  the  steadying  of  prices  is  a  benefit  to  the  insured  ?  A.  Yes ; 
I  do. 

Q.  In  what  way?  A  Because  if  the  insurance  companies  do  not  get  such  a 
rate  lor  their  risks  as  will  enable  them  to  pay  their  way  and  provide  something  for 
conflagrations,  it  is  simply  to  the  great  disadvantage  of  the  insured;  The  companies 
could  not  do  busineas  here  it  they  did  not  get  a  fair  rate. 

Q.  That  is,  it  is  to  the  interest  of  the  insured  to  see  that  the  companies  make 
a  good  profit  ?    A.  It  is  to  the  interest  of  the  insured  to  see  that  the  companies  make 
a  fair  margin  of  profit  to  enable  them  to  provide  for  emergencies.  We  get  one  or  two 
conflagrations  in  Canada  every  year. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  What  supervision  do  you  take  on  the  nature  and  character  of  risks  taken  by 
your  agents?  Have  you  any  inspector  ?  A.  Yes;  certainly,  we  have  our  own  in- 
spector. 

Q.  What  is  the  nature  of  his  duties  ?  A.  The  nature  of  his  duties  is  chiefly  to 
attend  to  the  adjustment  of  losses,  but  he  is  travelling  about  the  greater  portion  of 
the  year  inspecting  our  risks. 

Q.  His  first  duty  is  to  settle  losses  ?  A.  Yes ;  not  exactly  to  settle  them,  but 
to  attend  to  the  settlement  of  them.  ^ 

Q  To  adjust  the  losses,  upon  which  you  agree.  Of  course,  his  adjustment  is  not 
binding;  until  your  company  considers  it  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  he  gives  the  surplus  time  after  that  to  inspecting  any  of  the  risks  taken 
by  your  agents  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  furnish  him  with  a  generallist  of  the  risks,  or  just  special  oases? 
A.  Our  agents  have  the  risks.     He  calls  upon  the  agent  and  he  gives  him  his  risks. 

Q.  The  main  operations  of  your  company  are  in  Quebec  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  much  does  your  company  pay  ?  A.  Do  you  mean  what  it  amounts  to 
m  a  year  ? 
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Q.  Yes?     A.  It  costs  us  something  like  $650  a  year.     Oar  tax   for   five   years 
amounted  to  83,400. 

Q.  How  do  yon  raise  the  money  ?     A.  That  we  pay  ourselves. 
Q.  Was  there  a  special  tax  on  ihe  assured  ?     Do  we  in  Ontario  help  to  pay  it  ? 
A.  No,  sir;    we  have  put  the  tax  on  the  Province  of  (Quebec  business  only,  we  have 
incladed  it  in  the  rate. 

Q.  You  have  included  enough  to  cover  the  amount  fully  ?    A.  Well,  we  hope  so„ 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wmtworth)  : 
Q.  I  think  you  can  fairly  trust  the  companies  in  that  direction.  What  propor- 
tion of  time  is  your  inspector  able  to  devote  to  the  inspection  of  risks,  as  a  rule  ?  A. 
I  should  think  fully  one  half  of  his  time.  You  see,  if  we  have  a  loss  in  Belleville,  he 
attends  to  the  loss  there,  and  then  he  will  remain  over  a  day  or  two  longer.  Where 
he  goes  to  attend  a  loss  ho  spends  some  time  inspecting  risks. 

Q.  Still  it  will  often  happen  that  there  are  other  lortses  that  will  reijuire  his 
immediate  attention,  so  he  will  then  be  unable  to  devote  very  much  time  to  soma 
localities  ?  A.  That  is  not  the  case,  because  while  that  is  his  first  duty  to  attend  to 
losses,  that  is  not  the  only  one  that  we  depute  that  duty  to.  There  are  special  adjus- 
ters employed,  somebody  the  company  will  have  confidence  in. 

Q.   Your  inspector  does  not  do  all  your  adjubting  of  losses  ?     A.  No. 
Q.  How  then  is  he  able  to  supervise  risks  in  localities  ?     Do   tbey   come    under 
supervision  once  a  year,  as  a  rule  ?     A.  He  is  not  able  to  do  the  whole  Dominion  in 
one  year.     There  are  some  places  he  will  not  get  at  perhaps  but  once  in  a  couple  of 
years,  but  he  is,  therefore,  about  pretty  nearly  all  the  time. 

Q.  Once  in  two  or  three  years  he  is  expected  to  inspect  and  report  on  the  gen- 
eral character  of  the  risks  in  the  localities  ?  A.  The  diffloalty  that  comes  is  that  he 
will  be  in  a  town  three  or  four  times  in  a  year,  but  we  cover  tuct)  a  wide  space  of 
ground  that  it  might  result  in  him  not  being  able  to  get  there  only  once  iu  two  or 
three  years.     That  is  in  some  places. 

Q.  Does  the  result  of  this  inspection  often  lead  to  the  cancelling  of  risks?  A. 
Yes. 

Q.  Frequently?    A.  Frequently. 

Q  I  suppose  the  difficulty  in  insurance  is  that  the  tendency  on  the  part  of 
agents  is  to  take  up  too  high  value  ?  A.  It  is  the  case  of  agents  who  have  not  had 
much  experience,  but  with  the  experienced  agents  that  is  not  the  case. 

Q.  They  take  pride  in  that  ?  A.  They  take  a  pride  in  it.  A  well  managed 
insurance  company  will  take  care  before  accepting  a  risk  that  the  proportions  of 
insurance  and  value  are  not  exceeded.  The  appiication  calls  for  the  value  and  the 
amoant  of  insurance  is  proportionate. 

Q.  In  the  fixing  of  that  value  comes  the  importance  of  having  first-class  agents  ? 
A.  That  is  the  case,  but  at  the  same  time  an  agent  may  be  deceived,  and  the  agent 
cannot  tell  the  value  of  dry  goods,  say,  in  stock. 

Q.  There  is  that  difficuUy,  bat  that  is  only  a  greater  reason  why  you  should 
have  a  careful  man  ?    A.  Yea. 

Q,  I  suppose  your  agents  are  paid  by  commission  ?  A.  Oar  agents  are  induce! 
not  to  do  any  private  business  by  just  getting  a  commission  on  the  business.  The 
amount  of  business  done  in  a  town  is  small.  A  man  would  not  make  much  over 
$1,000  a  year  in  a  small  town.  Where  we  have  agents  controlling  a  large  business 
and  devoting  their  attention  to  it,  in  perhaps  three  or  four  cases  we  give  a  salary  as 
well  as  a  commission,  or  a  commission  on  profits. 

Q.  Where  you  find  them  especially  desirable  men  ?  A.  Where  we  find  them, 
especially  desirable  men. 

Alpeed  W.  Hadbill,  sworn. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.   Give  your   name,  occupation   and   address  ?     A.  Alfred   William    Hadrill; 
fi«cretary  of  the  Canadian  Fire  Underwi-iters'  Association,  Montreal. 
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Q.  Aro  you  an  officer  in  one  of  the  insurance  companies  as  well  ?    A.   No. 

Q,  What  is  your  basiness?  A.  Attending  to  the  work  of  the  association  tolely. 
The  same  business  as  Mr.  McLean  does  in  Toronto. 

Q.  Were  you  connected  with  any  insurance  company  before  that?  A.  I  was 
secretary  of  the  Insurance  Exchange  before,  but  I  have  not  been  intimately  con- 
nected with  any  of  the  offices. 

Q.  Have  you  any  special  statement  to  make  with  regard  to  your  association. 
We  have  the  constitution  of  the  Canadian  Fire  Underwriters'  Association,  is  that  it 
(pointing  to  exhibit  previously  filed. — (Exhibit  4.:ia.)  ?  A.  Yes;  that  is  the  oon- 
etitution. 

Q.  We  have  spoken  to  other  witnesses  about  keeping  business  from  those  who 
were  doing  business  for  non-tariff  companies.  Do  you  know  in  the  first  place  that  a 
resolution  was  carried  on  that  subject  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.   Was  it  repealed  ?     A.  It  was  repealed. 

Q.  Was  it  re-enacted  in  the  Province  of  Quebec?  A.  No;  it  was  not  re- 
enacted  in  the  Province  of  Quebec. 

Q.  What  resolution  was  there  referring  to  it  ?  A.  We  have  a  resolution  in  the 
Province  of  Quebec  that  an  agent  for  a  company  in  our  association  cannot  place 
business  in  a  non-tariff  company,  a  mutual  company  excepted;  but  not  in  a  stock 
company. 

Q.  This  is  at  present  in  effect?  A.  It  is  in  effect,  but  in  the  Province  of 
Ontario,  I  believe,  it  is  a  dead  letter. 

Q.  I  pee  here  "  I  further  pledge  myself,"  &c.  (Exhibit  43a,  sec.  8)?  A.  He 
must  charge  the  tariff  rates. 

Q,  He  must  bring  them  into  the  association  for  that  ?  A.  He  must  charge  the 
full  rate. 

Q.  He  must  charge  the  full  rate.  A  company  cannot  make  its  own  rate?  A. 
I  believe  that  resolution  has  not  been  put  into  effect  in  the  Province  of  Ontario. 

Q.  They  bind  themselves  not  to  do  any  business  except  lor  these  who  are  mem- 
bers of   this  association  ?    A.  Except  for  matual  companies. 

Q.  Then  the  other  half  of  the  resolution  is  that  they  will  not  do  any  business 
with  any  outside  companies.  That  was  re-enacted  because  that  is  their  present 
binding  constitution  ?     A.  It  has  a  very  different  effect. 

Q.  This  permits  them  to  do  business  but  they  must  charge  the  company's  tariff? 
A.  The  association  tariff. 

By  Mr .  Bain  (  WentwortK)  : 

Q.  Are  you  the  secretary  of  the  association  in  Quebec  the  same  as  Mr.  McLean 
is  in  Ontario  ?     A.    Yes;   in  Montreal. 

Q  You  were  to  hand  in  a  statement  of  expenses  ?  A.  Yes ;  I  expect  that  this 
will  be  very  similar  to  what  has  been  handed  in  (financial  statement  handed  in),  this 
is  a  statement  for  three  years  previously  and  also  the  expenses  for  the  last  year. 
(Exhibit  44a,  b,  and  c.) 

Q.  The  expenses  are  about  $5,478?  (Exhibit  44a.)  A.  Which  is  one-third 
of  one  per  cent.,  a  mere  infinitesimal  amount. 

Q.  You  are  not  as  luxurious  as  the  Toronto  association  in  the  items  for  cham- 
pagne and  other  refreshments  ?  A  I  might  remark,  with  respect  to  these  expenses, 
that  if  companies  themselves  undertook  to  do  the  same  work,  they  would  individn- 
ally  have  to  bear  much  larger  expenses  in  printing  these  tariffs.  Each  company 
would  have  to  print  this  tariff  while  we  undertake  it  for  all  companies,  instead  of 
leaving  each  individual  company  to  do  it.  We  have  nothing  to  do  with  adiustment. 
By  Mr.  Guillet :  •■ 

Q.  Do  yon  include  in  that  statement  the  salaries  of  inspectors?     A.  Everything. 

Q.  How  many  have  you?  A.  We  have  one  at  present.  I  inspect  myself 
occasionally. 

Q.  What  was  the  amount  of  expenses  for  the  Ontario  association  ? 

The  Chairman. — Last  year  it  was  $7,293. 
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By  Mr.  Bain  (WeniwortK)  ; 
Q.  Have  you  much  competition  in  Quebec  with  local  mutuals?    A.  Not  to  any 
extent. 

Q.  They  do  not  exist  to  the  same  extent  as  in  Ontario  for  local  purposes?    A. 
There  are  one  or  two  in  the  Eastern  Townships. 

Q.  Are  your  agents  restricted  from  taking  risks  for  them  ?     A.  They  would  bo. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Q.  When  did  the  Queen  City  Company  leave  the  association  ?     A.  That  is  an 
Ontario  company  and  my  connection  has  been  with  Quebec. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.   Huve  you  had  any  companies  withdraw  in  Quebec?     A.  No;    except  such 
companies  as  left  the  country. 

Q.  Have  any  companies  still  doing  business  withdrawn  ?     A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Guillet : 
Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  Millers'  and  Manufacturers'  is  a  stock  company? 
A,  It  is  an  Ontario  company.     It  has  a  local  charter  and  does  not  come  under  my 
knowledge?     It  is  on  a  mutual  basis  somewhat.     It  has  a  guaranteed  stock. 

Q.  V?ere  there  any  fines  or  any  resolution  imposing  fines  in  your  association? 
A.  We  have  a  by-law  in  the  association  that  if  an   agent  violates  the  rules  a  fine 
shall  be  imposed,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  a  fine  has  never  b^en  imposed.     The  com- 
pany is  liable  for  the  fine  or  the  dismissal  ot  the  agent. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (Wentworth')  . 
Q.  As  a  m'ltter  of  fact  companies  would  look  afier  that  in  their  own  interest  ? 
A.  You  raigbt  look  through  the  minutes  and  you  will  see  the  number  of  infractions. 
Q.  Tou  could  deal  with  that  when  the  applicaiioa  comes  up  ?    A.  I  have  nothing 
to  do  with  that,  it  belongs  to  the  company. 

Q.  Do  you  have  any  rule  which  imposes  fines  on  companies?     A..  No. 
Q.  The  only  case  of  imposing  a  fine  in  your  association  would  be  if  a  company 
issued  a   policy    below   tarifif  rates?     A.  You  are  speaking  of  prices  by  companies' 
agents.     We  have  no  such  rule. 
By  Mr.  Guillet : 
Q.  At  the  Toronto  meeting  was  any  question  of  imposing  fines  considered  ?     A. 
No  ;  it  did  not  come  up. 

Q.  I  see  it  was  to  come  up  before  the  meeting  according  to  the  minutes  here  ? 
A.  I  know  there  was  some  discussion  about  changes  of  tariffs,  as  you  will  see  by  the 
general  minutes  there. 

Q.  Here  is  what  I  was  referring  to:  "  Further  correspondence  was  read^from 
the  Citizens'  in  reference  to  their  complaint  the  subject  matter  of  item  No.  1,  53,  in 
the  last  minutes.  The  companies  took  strong  objection  to  the  inefficiency  of  the  rules 
to  protect  a  company  who  lost  risks  by  adhanng  to  tariff  rates,  and  their  inefficiency 
to  deal  with  the  agent  or  bioker  placing  the  risk,  and  forcibly  urged  the  necessity 
of  the  association  taking  such  action  as  would  remedy  the  evil  complained  of  and 
offering  some  suggestions  in  that  direction  for  consideration  at  the  annu  il  meeting. 
After  a  lengthy  discussion  on  the  particular  case  which  gave  rise  to  the  Citizens' 
grievance  it  was  agreed  that  the  company  had  just  cause  fov  complaint,  and  it  waa 
made  a  recommendation  that  the  association  at  its  approaching  annual  meeting  do 
take  into  its  serious  consideration  the  necessity  of  maintaining  the  rules  in  the 
direction  suggested  by  the  Citizens'  "  ?  A.  That  was  a  complaint  more  in  reference 
to  a  broker  than  to  a  company.  .    .      .v- 

Q.  You  did  not  take  any  action  ?     A.  We  made  some  slight  changes,  but  nothing 

Important. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  What  was  the  offence ;  taking  risks  below  the  tariff  ?     A.    It   was   partially 
that,  but  it  was  more  in  the  way  it  was  done.  .   ,  ^      „  -^  ^.    . 

Q   Cutting  into  each  other's  business  unfairly  ?    A.  Yes ;  you  might  call  it  that. 
q'  There  are  various  ways  of  evading  the  tariff.    Do  you  think  any   means   are 
resorted  to  to  evade  the  tariff  by  agents  ?     A.  Are  you  speaking  of  managing  agenta 
3— 30^ 
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of  companies  or  local  agents  ?  I  do  not  think  the  paid  agents  do,  or  the  companies 
themselves;  but  companies  have  local  agents  all  over  the  country  of  variois  charac- 
ters and  they  make  evasions. 

Q.  Do  they  give  gratuities  ?     A.  I  do  not  think  so  to  any  extent. 

Q.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  business  that  a  broker  does  for  these  companies  ? 
A.  He  might  not  be  specially  attached  to  any  office,  but  he  will  get  the  business  and 
place  it  among  half  a  dozen  offices.  There  are  only  brokers  in  large  cities  like  Mont- 
real and  I  do  not  think  there  are  any  in  Toronto.  He  gets  his  business  and  places  it 
among  large  companies  and  looks  alter  renewals. 

Q.  He  takes  it  at  a  general  rate  ?  A.  No.  He  takes  at  the  tariff  rate  and  gets 
his  commission. 

Q.  On  this  particular  occasion  did  he  take  it  below  the  tariff  rate  ?  A.  You  are 
speaking  of  the  Citizens'  company.     Yes  ;  he  did. 

Q.  That  was  the  offence  really  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  had  taken  it  below  the  tariff  rate  and  the  company  that  the  Citizens' 
complained  of  accepted  the  application  ?    A .   Yes. 

Q.  Then,  of  course,  the  company  were  really  the  offenders  ?  A.  It  would  appear 
so,  but  in  that  particular  instance  it  would  be  hard  to  explain  the  whole  circum- 
stances. When  a  broker  is  doing  business,  a  company  would  naturally  place  some 
reliance  in  hina. 

Q.  But  the  first  thing  that  is  done  when  an  application  comes  in  is  to  see  that 
the  rates  are  according  to  the  tariff?  A.  Bui  we  usually  carry  those  rates  in  our  head, 

Q.  Yes;  but  I  can  understand  that  there  are  1,000  inducements  to  make  a  man 
take  a  smaller  rate  ?  A.  It  is  natural  that  companies  would  want  business  and  it 
is  equally  natural  that  agents  would  want  to  do  the  same. 

Q.  It  would  appear  at  all  events  that  the  company  was  aggrieved?  A.  Yea; 
I  would  say  that  directly  the  company  had  their  attention  drawn  to  this,  they 
rectified  the  mistake. 

Q.  By  putting  up  the  rate?     A.  No;  by  cancelling  the  risk. 
By  Mr.  Guillet . 

Q.  If  the  companies  do  not  cancel  the  risks  the  Underwriters'  Association  have 
no  power  to  do  so  ?     A.  It  is  voluntary  with  the  association  entirely. 

The  Committee  adjourned. 


House  op  Commons,  Ottawa,  30th  April,  1888. 

The  Committee  on  Alleged  Trade  and  Insurance  Combinations  met  this  morning, 
Mr.  Wallace,  M.P.,  in  the  chair. 

Hugh  Scott,  sworn. 

By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Would  you  give  your  name,  occupation  and  address?  A.  Hugh  Scott„ 
managing  director  of  the  Millers'  and  Manufacturers'  and  the  Queen  City  Insurance 
Company,  and  manager  and  secretary  of  the  Hand  in  Hand  Fire  Insurance  Exchange. 

Q.  How  many  years  have  yon  been  in  this  business  ?  A.  30  years,  devoting: 
my  whole  time  to  it. 

Q.  Before  we  go  into  the  subject  of  your  objeetions,  if  you  have  any  against  the 
Pile  tJnderwriters'  Association,  we  had  some  witness  here,  one  in  particular  at  the 
last  examination,  who  spoke  of  the  moral  hazaid.  He  did  not  seem  to  nnderstand 
that  there  was  any  moral  hazard  except  inihecaseof  the  incendiary  who  deliber- 
ately insured  for  the  purpose  of  burning  down  his  premises.  Will  you  tell  us  what 
you  know  about  the  moral  hazard  ?  A.  I  think  I  can  best  answer  your  question  by 
reading  my  instroclions  seventeen  years  ago  to  my  agents  which  1  think  gives  that 
from  a  Canadian  standpoint.  I  think  he  was  giving  it  to  yon  from  an  English 
Standpoint.     "  You  will  guard  against  accepting  proposals  from  persons  of  doubtful 
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character  and  those  for   insurance   of   property   in  the   ocoapation   of  disreputable 
tenants."     (Exhibit  45o.  rules.) 

"  Other  considerations  Kuch  as  the  pecuniary  embarrassment  of  the  applicant 
and  disposilioa  to  overvalue  his  property,  risks  from  threat  or  probable  designs 
on  the  part  of  enemies  of  the  applicant  and  any  other  peculiar  conditions  which 
may  commend  themselves  to  you  as  worthy  to  influence  you  in  accepting  or  declin- 
ing should  command  your  scrutiny." 

These  were  the  elements  except  in  certain  cases  of  hazard  such  as  tanneries 
■which  are  remote  from  water  and  mills  where  the  water  is  dried  up.  These  were 
called  moral  hazirds.  There  may  be  many  classes  of  incendiaries.  There  may  ba 
for  instance  culpable  carelessness.  I  do  not  think  the  incendiary,  that  the  man 
who  deliberately  puts  a  torch  to  his  mill,  prevails  to  the  same  extent  as  we  suppose. 
I  think  the  chief  class  of  inoeniiaries  are  people  who  are  careless  and  it  becomes 
unprofitable  to  have  such  cases.  These  persons  become  indifferent  to  the  care  of 
their  property,  and  such  things  are  circumstances  which  we  consider  enter  into  the 
moral  hazard. 

Q.  Would  you  consider  e  moral  hazard  the  case  of  a  man  who  has  his  place 
mortgaged  up  to  its  value  and  would  become  indifferent  as  to  what  became  of  it? 
A.  Certainly,  that  enters  very  largely  into  that  question.  In  application  for 
insurance  my  iostruotions  were:  "Applications  for  insurance  on  mortgaged 
property  should  be  made  by  the  mortgagor  in  order  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  a 
double  insurance  by  the  mortgagor  and  mortgagee  on  the  same  property."  These 
are  important  questions  on  leasehold  property. 
By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 

Q.  Should  be  made  by  whom  ?  A.  The  mortgagor.  We  have  had  instances 
where  both  covered  by  insurance,  and  in  one  case  (the  law  has  been  somewhat 
changed),  they  were  in  a  position  to  both  recover. 

Q.  1  thought  there  was  a  condition  in  the  policy  that  they  could  not  recover  ? 
A.  Bat  when  an  insurance  company  takes  your  interest  as  mortgagee  and  insures 
you  definitely  as  such,  that  is  a  different  thing.  There  was  a  case  occurred  a  good 
many  years  ago  on  a  mill  in  Dundas. 

Q.  In  that  case  could  the  mortgagor  recover  ?  A.  In  that  case  he  did,  owing 
to  the  peculiar  circumstance  that  the  company  protected  his  interests.  That  insur- 
ance was  made  as  mortgagee. 

By  the  Chairman :  nr  n  t  j 

Q  Are  you  a  member  of  the  Fire  Underwriters'  Association  ?  A.  Well,  i  am  and 
I  am  u'ot.  I  do  not  kuow.  They  say  "  The  Canadian  Fire  Underwriters'  Association  " 
and  I  have  no  evidence  that  I  am  not  a  member.  Owing  to  a  certain  rule,  however, 
that  they  have,  they  pronounced  us  out  of  the  Toronto  Board. 

Q.  Were  you  a  member?     A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  your  company  ?     A.  Yes  ;    the  Qaeen  City  was  from  the  very  inception 

of  it. 

Q.  Did  you  resign  ?     A.  No,  sir  ;  I  did  not  resign. 

Q.  Did  your  company  withdraw?     A.  No  ;  we  did  not.     They,  so  to  speak,  ex- 

•pellea  us. 

Bu  Mr.  Bain  (Wentworth)  :  . 

'      Q.  Is  that  from  the  Toronto  Board?     A.  Yes;    it  is  a  sort  of  mixed  position, 

and  if  you  will  permit  me 

By  the  Chairman :  ,     ,  ■  ■       -o- 

Q.  We  wt  re  just  asking  you  questions  that  would  lead  up  to  this.  Have  you 
any  grievance  against  this  association  ?     A.  Yes.  -r    >  •  i     ^i.  ^  *u  ■ 

Q  To  you  individually  and  the  public  interest  as  well  ?  A.  I  think  that  their 
actions  at  times  have  been  of  a  character  not  in  harmony  with  the  association  as  it 
was  originally  formed. 

0  How  does  it  affect  the  public  ?  You  say  it  has  not  been  to  you  as  a  manager 
of  an  insurance  company  ?  A.  I  think  that  they  have  adopted  rules  for  the  purpose 
of  persecuting  us. 
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Q.  PersecutiDg  jou?  A.  The  association  drifted  into  an  association  for  that 
purpose. 

Q  How  does  their  aspooiation  afftctthe  public  interest?  A.  At  the  time,  or 
since  then,  I  was  also  manager  of  the  National  Insurance  Company  of  Ireland.  I 
ought  to  state  that  I  was  also  senior  in  the  firm  of  Sooit  &  Bolt  for  the  National  In- 
6urance  Company  of  Ireland. 

Q.  Perhaps  you  had  better  give  us  in  consecutive  order  the  state  of  affairs  ?  A. 
Perhaps  if  I  could  read  a  statement  which  I  made  to  the  Nr.tional  Insurance  Com- 
p  iny  of  Ireland.  I  will  commence  by  reading  an  extract  from  a  letter  written  to  Mr. 
Engihach,  manager  of  the  National  A^8urarlCe  Company  of  Ii  eland  dated  Toronto, 
23rd  February,  ld86  :— (Exhibit  45aJ  ) 

"  Notwithstanding  what  I  stateiJ  to  you  in  my  last  hurried  scrawl  from  Kings- 
ton, I  must  jiHict  you  with  tbe  history  of  the  oriijin  of  the  'Millers'  and 
Mancfaoturers'  so  that  you  may  clearly  understand  tbe  poBition  of  affairs." 

"  We  (the  association)  framed  a  tiriff  m  October,  lsS3,  in  which,  on  flour  mills 
that  had  been  written  at  one  ard  one-half  percent,  woadt'ancci  it  two  per  cent., 
and  on  those  which  had  been  written  at  two  per  cent,  and  iwo  and  one  quarter  per 
cent.  WH  advanced  to  two  and  three  quarter  per  cent.  At  a  meeting  of  the  associa- 
tion held  in  Montreal  in  September,  1884,  which  virtually  closed  on  a  Friday  evening, 
after  which  mo.-t  of  the  western  members  left  for  home,  presuming  that  at  the  Satur- 
day meeting  the  unfinished  business  only  would  be  dealt  with.  This,  however,  did 
not  prove  to  be  the  case  as,  at  the  Saturday  meeting,  flour  mill  rating  wasf  again  taken 
up,  and  in  the  face  of  remonstrances  from  Mr.  Wood,  of  the  Btnw,  and  Mr.  Wickins, 
of  the  Commercial  Union,  tbe  only  western  representatives  present,  another  increase 
of  three  quarter  per  cent  was  added  to  all  mill  and  their  storehouse  rates."  (Exhibit 
45a^.) 

Q.  That  is  flour  mills  alone  ?     A.  Yes  ;  and  their  storehouses. 

Q.  Ihey  bad  added  50  per  cent,  before  this  ?  A.  Scarcely  that  (witness  con- 
tinued reading)  "  thus  making  two  jumps  within  one  year  without  any  regard  what- 
ever to  the  moral  hazard  or  the  internal  or  external  equipnu  tit.H  tt>r  preventing  fires. 
Old  "  fire  traps  "  and  slovenly  managed  mills  as  well  as  those  most  carelully  conducted 
were  all  placed  on  the  same  basis  and  forced  to  pay  tbe  same  rates.  It  was  but 
natural  that  such  action  should  create  considerable  feeling  when  the  policies  on  th© 
better  class  of  mills  became  renewable,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  the  friction  caused 
thereby  is  not  confintd  to  mi'lowrers,  but  has  extended  to  the  mher  manufacturers 
in  this  province.  Mr.  Howland's  repeated  assurance  of  the  organizations  determined 
on,  in  corsfquence  of  what  waw  coni-ideied  unjust  action,  I  doubted  until  I  could  no 
longer  do  so,  and,  therefore,  felt  I  was  best  serving  all  interests  by  taking  a  position 
through  which  I  might  bring  about  a  better  feeling  and  the  relation  that  should  exist 
between  supply  and  demand."     (Eshibit  45a|-.) 

Witness— Just  at  this  juncturo,  Mr.  Howiand  waitrd  on  me  and  asked  me  if  I 
did  not  think  a  great  injustice  had  been  done  to  themill  intoiost.  The  reason  I  men- 
tion Mr.  Howland  is  because  he  wa-3  president  "f  the  Millers'  Association  Insurance 
Comp-ny.     (Continued  reading.) 

"  You  know  as  I  do  that  it  is  the  insured  that  should  and  do  pay  the  losses  and 
expenses,  and  also  in  addition  thereto,  a  fair  compensation  for  the  hazard  assumed 
in  a  well  managed  company.  To  my  mind  it  wa^,  Jboref.ire,  folly  to  irritate 
and  create  such  bad  feeling  with  the  source  from  which  we  derive  our  very  existence. 
It  is,  however,  the  cbronio  characteristic  of  many  of  our  eastern  members  to  do  so 
whenever  they  mount  a  hobby.  We  have  also  created  a  serious  competition  on  the 
part  of  American  companies.  When  in  New  York,  last  summei,  1  saw  a  whole  page 
covered  with  the  names  of  applicants  for  insnrance,  in  sums  ranging  from  $27  000  to 
$40,000  each,  to  the  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  l,'j.5  Bioadway,  New  York, 
from  Hamilton,  Toronto,  Kingston  and  Montreal.  I  enclose  one  of  Secretary  Arm- 
strong's letters,  and  send  you  by  this  mail  a  copy  of  their  last  annual  report.  See 
also  enclosed  letters  from  Montreal   correspondent   of  the    Mail.     Harbor  commis- 
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sioners  there  have  placed  the  whole  of  their  property  with  American  companies." 
(Exhibit  45aJ  ) 

Witness — In  this  connection  I  may  state  that  the  representative  of  the  Har- 
bor Commissioners  waa  also  preeident  of  the  Eoyal  Insuiacoe  Company,  and  yet 
they  I'laced  their  properly  with  American  companies.     (Continued  reading.) 

"  Last  week  the  Merriton  Cotton  Wills  Comparjy  placed  $100,000  of  their  risk 
in  American  companies,  810,000  of  which  was  covered  lat-t  year  under  your  National 
Policy,  201842  ;  as  a  gnat  personal  favor  wo  were  able  to  retain  $5,0(  0,  covered  now 
by  your  policy.  All  our  policies  on  the  Eiordan  Paper  Millw  (i024ll,  $5,0(i0)  were 
cancelled  last  month,  and  the  whole  placed  with  our  Yankee  cousins.  I  could  fill  a 
letter  citing  bimilar  cases  that  have  tieenor  are  about  being  taken  to  the  other  side. 
I  bad,  and  still  have,  i-irong  hopes  that  the  Milleis'  and  Manufactuiers'  would,  in  a 
measure,  arrest  this  exodus  of  business  from  our  midst.  What  exercises  me  most 
over  this  matter  is,  tbe  fact,  that  it  is  the  very  best  cluss  of  risks  of  their  kind  that 
we  are  losing  in  this  way.  Those  of  a  '  singed  cat '  character  will  not  be  taken  by 
them,  and  are,  therefore,  left  for  us  to  squabble  over,  and  such  will  continue  to  be  the 
oafe  while  we  aie  sleeping  over  a  promise  made  last  March  that  equitable  schedule 
rating  would  at  once  be  adopted."      (Exhibit  45«J,) 

Q.  Who  is  Mr.  Eoglbach  that  yoa  are  writing  to?  A.  Manager  of  the 
National  Insurance  Company  of  Ireland. 

Q.  When  you  refer  to  these  American  companies  do  you  mean  what  you  call 
underground  insurance,  or  American  companies  who  hu'e  their  oiiices  in  Canada  ? 
A.  You  ciiU  scarcely  call  it  underground  insurance,  for  when  I  was  in  Mr.  Arm- 
strong's ( flScfi  there  was  a  gentleman  there  who  was  interested  in  these  p  per  works, 
and  who  was  applying  for  insurance.  They  asked  him  to  send  ou  and  have  his 
property  int^peoied. 

Q.  Are  those  companies  who  have  no  office  in  Canada  not  complying  with  &uy 
law?    A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  Companies  not  having  any  legal  standing  in  Canada?  A.  Toumustnot  mix 
the  two. 

Q.  What  class  of  companies  are  these  ?  A.  You  take  the  New  England  com- 
panies that  are  cr^vering  large  paper  mills  and  large  woollen  manufacturing  com- 
panies, they  are  the  very  ones  I  am  referring  to. 

Q.  Do  they  put  up  a  deposit  ?    A.  No,  it  is  not  necessary. 

Q.  Have  they  agents  here?  A.  No;  no  agents  at  all.  There  may  be  another 
class  called  underground  soliciting  business  here. 

Q.  What  is  meant  by  underground  insurance  is  when  companies  come  into 
Canada  and  do  business  without  submitting  to  the  Canadian  law  or  not  having  to  put 
up  a  deposit,  or  being  recognized  in  any  WJkj  in  our  inspection  or  couits?    A.  Just  so. 

Q.  The  truth  is  you  take  the  risk  in  an  American  mutual  company  and  of 
going  over  there  and  prosecuting  your  claim  in  the  American  courts?     A.  Just  so. 

Q.  In  saying  underground  insurance  there  is  no  insinuation  that  they  are  not 
first-class  companies?  A.  That  is  a  different  thing.  The  underground  are  com- 
panies who  solicit  you  for  business  in  an  underground  way.  These  companie-',  how- 
ever, do  not  act  in  that  way.  You  go  to  them  and  it  would  be  interfoatig  with  the 
individual  rights  to  prevent  it. 

Q.  Are  there  any  companies  that  are  doing  in  the  way  you  speak  o(  ?  A.  Not 
just  now.  There  are  western  mutuals  that  come  in,  but  they  claim  that  they  have 
in  most  instances  been  solicited.  They  send  circulars,  and  owners  of  factories  asked 
them  to  come  and  make  these  inspectioi  s,  and  in  that  way  they  are  not  infringing 
the  law.  Eut  if  one  of  their  agents  came  in  to  solicit  business  he  would  be  exposed 
in  the  Province  of  Ontario  to  a  very  serious  fine. 

Q.  There  are  not  any  in  Ontario  doing  that  class  of  business  ?  A.  Not  to  any 
extent.  • 

Q.  Where  a  good  business  man  makes  application  there  are  then  cases  of  that 
iind  y     A.  Yes ;  we  are  following  out  in  our  companies  precisely  their  lines. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  But  so  far  as  the  tariff  of  the  Fire  Underwriters'  Association  is  concerned  you 
say  these  companies  are  taking  the  best  basiness?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  For  the  rca->OQ  that  they  charge  as  ranch  for  the  safe  ones  as  the  poor  ones  ? 
A.  ^es;  there  was  no  discrimination  until  they  promised  to  give  this  schedule 
rating,  and  in  ooneequeDoe  of  that  promise  we  went  in,  but  they  broke  faith  with  us 
and  in  consequence  of  that  we  went  out. 
By  Mr.  Quillet  : 
Q  Did  you  say  that  the  applications  are  made  personally  to  these  companies  or 
foy  letter  ?  A.  Sometimes  personally.  In  the  case  I  spoke  of  I  met  a  gentleman  in 
Mr.  Armhtrocg's  office  applying  for  insurance  and  asking  if  he  could  not  take  the 
whole  of  his  paper  mill. 

Q.  Who  U  Mr.  Armstrong  ?     A.  The  secretary  of  the  New   York   Mutual    Fire 
Insurance  Company  that  I  refer  to  in  this  letter. 
By  the  ''"h'lirman  : 
Q.  Wbero  is  his  office?    A.   155  Broadway,  New  York. 

By  Mr   GuiUet  : 
Q.  The  applications  are  made  personally  as  well  as  by  letter  ?  A.  Yes,  certainly. 
That  exterds  to  a  visit  to  the  city.     They  are  constantly  doing  it  by  letter. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  And  he  was  asked  to  send  their  man  on  to  inspect  the  risk  ?     A.  "Ses.     That 
has  been  the  ou'eomo  of  these  arbitrary  ratings. 
By  Mr.   Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 
Q.  Is  your  company  a  mutual  company  ?     A.   Yes,  all  my  companies  are  mutual 
with  the  exception  of  the  Queen  City,  and  that  coaapany  has  been   established    since 
1871. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  The  Q'leen  City  is  not  a  mutual  ?      A.  No,  sir  ;  it  is  a  stock  company,  bat  we 
pay  a  difidei^d  to  our  policy-holders. 

^  Q.  Well,  you  may  proceed  with  your  statement,  Mr.  Scott?  A.  "Well,  prior  to 
1883  when  this  Canadian  Fire  Underwriters'  Association  was  formed,  we  had  local 
boards  in  Toronto,  Hanjilton  and  London. 

Q.  Prior    to  what  year?     A.  Prior  to  1883,  the   time  of  the  formation    of  the 
Canadian  Fire  Underwriters'  Association. 
By  Mr.  Bain  {Wentworth)  : 
Q,  What  do  you  mean  by  local  boards,  Mr.  Soott  ?     A    Some   companies   have 
local  boards  comj,o-od  of  their  local  agents,  for  framing  tariffs  and  issuing  rates. 
Q.  So  as  to  act  in  concert  ?     A.  Yes,  to  act  in  concert. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Were  you  present  when  the  secretary  of  the    Western    Insurance   Company 
gave  his  evidence  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  I  am  sorry.  Mr.  Boomer  stated  distinctly  that  there  was  no  tariff  fixed  by  a 
company  oi-  any  association  of  companies  previous  to  the  Fire  Underwriters'  Associa- 
tion of  188o  ?  A.  Oh.  well,  there  is  no  question  about  that.  I  can  show  you  some 
of  the  minutes.  The  Toronto  Board  has  existed  since  1872  or  1873. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworih)  : 
Q.  And  I  sup).ose  any  company  you  are  cognizant  of  previous  to  that  time  had 
a  tariff  for  its  own  guidance?  A.  Yes,  sir,  thfre  is  my  tariff.  (Exhibit  45o  — 
Scale  of  Eates) 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  Aud  every  company  that  you  knew  of,  had  they  a  tariff  for  their  agents  and 
their  busir,e..=  - ?     A.  Oh,  yes  ;    they  had  tariffs.     In  that   letter   I   referred  there  to 
those  exorbitant  raios,  the  exorbitant  jump  that  was  made  on  those  mills. 

Q.  The  first  raiee  was  about  forty  per  cent,  on  the  premiums,  and  the  next 
three-fourths  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  risk?  A.  Three-fourths  of  one  per  cent  on 
everything,  a  cast-iron  advance  of  three-fourths  of  one  per  cent. 
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Q.  Twenty  per  cent,  more  ?  A.  Yes,  fully.  That  caoBod  sucb  a  feeling  that  at 
ameetingofmuiuals  in  Toronto,  held  on  the  20th  March,  18s5,  a  resolution  was 
passed  and  a  prospectus  was  issued. 

Q.  What  was  that?  A.  The  prospectus  and  resolutiou  of  the  Mutual  Fire 
InsuiuQce  Company  (Exhibit  45a)  was  the  outcome  of  a  meeting  of  millers  held  in 
Toronto  on  Friday,  the  20th  March,  1885.     I  will  read  you  what  it  says:  — 


"  PEOSPECTUS. 

MUTUAL  FIRE  INSUKANCE  COMPANY. 


"The  committee  appointed  to  carry  out  the  following  rt solution,  adopted  at  the 
meeting  of  millers  held  in  the  Board  ot  Trade  fiooms,  Toronto,  on  Friday,  20th 
March,  1885,  viz.  • — 

"  Moved  by  Mr.  D.  Plowes,  Brantford,  secondei  by  Mr.  A.  Watts,  B.^antford  ; 

"  Resolveo,  that  it  is  expedient  to  establish  a  Millers'  and  Manufacturers'  Insur- 
ance Company  under  the  Acts  of  the  Province  of  Ontario  rcgar:ing  Mutual  Insur- 
ance Companies,  whicb  provide  lor  a  stock  capital;  and  that  Messrs.  VVhitelaw, 
Paris;  H.  N.  Baird,  Toronto ;  D.  Plewea,  Brantford ;  M.  McLaughlan,  Toronto;  J. 
D.  tjaunders,  London;  W.  H.  Howland,  Toronto;  S.  JSIeelon,  St.  Caiharines;  James 
Goldie,  Guelph;  E.  W.  B.  Snider,  Waterloo;  and  A.  Watts,  Brantford,  bj  a  commit- 
tee to  carry  the  above  rest.lnlion  into  effeut. — Carried. 

"Have  concluded  to  do  so  on  the  tollowing  basis: — 

"  To  raise  a  subscribed  capital  of  at  least  $250,000,  on  which  ten  per  cent,  wilt 
be  called  up  (825,000).  On  this  paid  up  capital,  it  is  proposed  to  pay  an  annual 
dividend  of  ton  per  cent.  As  the  earning  powers  of  this  sum  will  noo  be  less  than, 
six  per  cent.,  it  will  at  once  be  seen  the  additional  four  per  cent,  will  be  a  very  small 
tax  on  the  revenue  of  the  company,  compared  to  the  security  it  will  give  and  the 
confidence  it  will  inspire. 

"  The  rates  of  premium  it  is  proposed  to  ch.ar^'o  will  be  a  cash  payment  one- 
quarter  (iS  per  cent.)  less  than  the  now  exacted  rates,  and  an  undertaking  to  be 
given  for  a  similar  sum.  It  is  expected  this  cash  premium  will  be  largely  in  excess 
of  the  losses,  and  the  surplus,  after  providing  a  reserve  fund,  will  be  apportioned 
among  the  insurers,  and  allowed  as  a  rebate  or  dividend  off  the  cash  premium  pay- 
able at  the  end  ot  each  year  on  the  renewal  of  the  policy,  thus  giving  in-urance  at  cost. 

"  A  local  company  having  a  limited  cumber  of  risks  is  obliged  to  write  smalt 
lines  aud  hence  afford  only  partial  protection  to  its  members,  while  one  with  a  capi- 
tal and  an  ample  cash  reserve  fund,  covering  a  large  extent  of  territory,  will  be  able 
to  give,  conjointly  with  existing  mutual  companies,  by  way  of  re-insutanco  or  other- 
wise, all  the  protection  required  at  much  less  cost  than  the  rates  now  exacted. 

"  It  is  not  the  intention  to  employ  local  agents,  but  have  all  the  risks  examined 
by  competent  inspectors  who  will  have  no  interest  in  recommending  undesirable 
hazards. 

"  The  first  required  step  towards  organizing  is  to  secure  the  promise  of  a  given 
amount  of  insurance,  and  you  are  therefore  requested  to  fill  up  the  enclosed  form,, 
stating  what  sum  you  will  insure  with  the  company. 

"  If  it  is  your  desire  to  become  a  stockholder,  we  have  to  ask  you  to  also  fill  up 
in  the  enclosed   form  the  sum  you  are  willing   to  subscribe   for  of  the  contemplated 

oapital.  . 

"  As  it  is  desirable  the  company  should  be  established  as  soon  as  possible,  an 
early  reply  is  requested,  addressed  to  W.  H.  Howland,  Toronto. 

"  JAMBS  GOLDIE,  Chairman. 
«  Toronto,  2Yth  March,  1885. 

"  P.  S.  Should  you  desire  any  further  details  of  the  scheme,  kindly  commumcate 
with  W.'  H.  Howland,  Toronto,    who  will  b©  happy   to  furnish  you    with  the  fullest 

particulars.  .,    ,. 

"  N.  B.— The  payment  of  the  ten  per  cent  to  be  called  up  on  the  subscriber 
capital  can  be  arranged  to  suit  your  convenience." 
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Oq  the  other  side  we  printed  a  cutting  ot  an  article  that  appeared  in  the  Popular 
Hcknee  monthly  referring  to  the  textile  manufacturers'  iusuranco,  and  the  establish- 
ment of  matnal  insurance  among  the  mills  of  Ehode  Island  by  the  Hon.  Zachariah 
Allen,  of  Frovidecce,  in  1835.  The  rates  charged  by  the  stocli  companies  then  were 
from  IJ  to  2J  per  cent. 

Q.  That  does  not  bear  upon  the  evidence  before  the  committee?  A.  That  was 
before  this  committee  when  they  framed  this  rule  striking  straight  at  that  company 
and  myself.  You  eee  it  is  a  purely  mutual  company.  There  was  no  intention  to  do 
any  other  business. 

By  Mr..  Bain  (  WentwortK)  : 

Q.  "What  w£8  the  rule  that   induced   you   to   form   this   association?    A.  The 
jnmp  of  three  quarter  per  cent. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  They  increased  about  40  percent,  on  the  premiumsand  then  added  |  per  cent, 
on  the  risks?  A.  Before  passing  away  from  that,  I  want  to  allude  to  the  fact  that 
the  rule  of  the  association  was  that  we  would  not  allow  representatives  of  the  tariff 
offices  to  repiesont  non-tariff  offices,  purely  mutual  companies  excepted. 

Q.  When  wtre  these  resolutions  passed  that  you  were  referring  to  ?  A.  13th 
October,  1885 

Q.  After  your  company  had  gone  info  operation  ?  A.  Yes  They  held  the  meet- 
ing in  Ottawa.  It  was  the  annual  meeting  and  was  held  in  Ottawa  because  small 
pox  prevailed  in  Montreal  to  a  great  extent.  I  will  read  from  the  report  of  the  meet- 
irg :     (Exhibit,  4  6— Sec.  41.) 

"Agents  representing  Mutual  or  other  Non-Tariff  Companies. 

"The  committee  beg  to  report  that  after  full  consideration  of  the  existing  rule 
l)earing  on  joint  agencies,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  they  are  sufficiently 
clear  to  etable  the  association  to  deal  with  the  case  of  Toronto,  which  has  been 
i>rought  under  its  notice,  but  that  in  order  to  avoid  similar  questions  in  future,  it  be 
Tesolvtd  that  no  officer  holding  connection  with  a  non-tariff  office,  or  acting  as  agent 
or  Bub-agent  for  a  non-tariff  office,  shall  be  eligible  to  represent  or  act  for  a  tariff 
office,  whether  as  general  agent,  sub-agent,  or  Id  any  capacity  whatever." 

(4-   Were  yon  present  at  that  meeting  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  Are  you  still  a  member  of  tbe  association  ?  A.  Well,  I  would  like  to  know 
■where  I  am.  When  this  resolution  was  adopted  I  was  occupying  the  position  of 
sgent  of  the  English  company.  It  was  a  regular  conspiracy  to  decapitate  me. 
When  the  matter  came  up,  my  partner,  Mr.  Boult,  withdrew.  If  I  was  having  any 
■eoijflict  for  the  trust  I  was  representing,  his  National  of  Ireland,  he  should'have 
Temaiced  there  and  attacked  me  surely,  or,  on  the  other  hand,  have  remained  to 
defend  me,  because  I  find  when  this  resolution  was  adopted  he  was  present,  and  it 
^vsras  carried  unanimously. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  Were  you  connected  with  the  association  at  the  previous  time  when  the  rule 
Tvas  adopted  respecting  the  restrictions  to  be  imposed  upon  agen  ts  for  non  tariff 
oompanies?     A.   Mutual  companies? 

Q.  Yes;  mutual  companies.  What  date  was  that  ?  A.  When  they  brought 
this  in,  that  is  when  they  introduced  it,  it  was  the  13th  October. 

Q.  Was  it  not  the  )5th  of  October,  1885  ?  A.  Yes  ;  the  meeting  commenced  on 
the  13th  and  they  carried  it  over  to  the  15th.     (Exhibit  456.) 

Q.  At  any  early  stage  of  this  association  in  October,  1883,  when  they  adopted 
the  resolution  forbidding  their  agents  to  act  for  non-tariff  mutual  companies  ?  A. 
ITo.  That  is  when  they  did  it.  Prior  to  that  they  did  not  affect  the  mutual  companies, 
purely  mutual  companies  being  excepted. 

Q.  It  was  in  consequence  of  your  company  that  this  resolution  was  introduced  ? 
A.  It  is  quite  possible  that  that  was  the  case  in  Toronto.  They  would  not  mention 
3QEy  name. 
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By  ike  Chairman  : 

Q.  Was  Ibat  ret^olntion  repealed  ?  A.  I  will  just  esj  that  in  December  I  had  a 
BtroBg  feeling.  I  always  voted  in  favor  of  the  bubiness  of  insurance  being  put  upon 
an  equitable  basis,  of  seeing  an  association  purely  and  simply  for  that  purpose, 
because  it  is  neither  in  the  interest  of  the  insured  or  the  insurer,  particularly  that  of 
the  insurer,  that  it  should  be  taken  at  a  loep,  because  all  insur.ince  is  mutual — you 
can  call  it  by  whatever  name  yoa  choose,  stock  or  mutual,  but  it  is  the  insured  that 
pay  the  loss  and  expenses.  Capital  is  no  factor  in  the  matter  of  insurance.  It  ia 
only  the  bank  which  you  can  fall  back  upon  to  meet  a  sudden  contingency  and  to 
recoup  yourself  again  or  go  to  the  wall.  In  consequence  ot  this  there  was  a  meeting 
held  in  Toronto  in  December,  ard  Mr.  Howland  and  I  were  present. 

Q.  In  December,  1885?  (Exhibit  45c)  A.  Yes,  December,  188.5.  "Mr.W. 
H.  Howland  addressed  the  meeting  at  some  length  in  explanation  of  the  order  and 
mode  of  insuring  adopted  by  the  Millers'  and  Manufacturers'  Mutual,  with  which  ho 
and  Mr.  Hugh  Scott  were  connected.  Messrp.  Smith,  Tatley  and  Magurn  spoke  in 
reply,  after  which  Messrs.  Howland  and  Scott  withdrew."  On  the  8th  December  it 
was  continued  to  the  next  meeting.  "  Mr.  Howland  addressed  the  meeting  for  soma 
time,  defending  the  position  taken  by  him  in  the  foimation  of  the  Millers' and  Manu- 
facturers' Mutual  ;  that  he,  and  not  Mr.  Scott,  was  resporsible  for  the  organizatioik 
of  that  company." 

Q.  Does  that  appear  ?  A.  We  went  into  the  association  on  the  assurance  that 
these  things  were  to  bo  remedied,  and  that  the  industries  of  the  country  were  not  to 
be  assessed  exorbitantly,  which  we  felt  had  been  done.  They  gave  us  this  assuranco 
that  the  schedule  rating  which  they  referred  to  in  that  letter,  which  was  written  in 
f ebrnary  ;  these  proceedings  were  taken  in  December. 
By  Mr .  Bain  (  WentwortK)  : 

Q.  And  you  say  you  went  into  the  association.     Were  you  one  of  the  original 
promoters  of  the  Fire  Underwriters'  Association    when  it  was  first  organized,  or  did 
yon  become  a  member  subsequently  ?     A.  No;  I  came  in  at  the  time.    I  will  ex- 
plain  that  when  I  come  to  touch  on  the  Toronto  Board, 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Ton  joined  at  the  beginning  ?    A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (^Wentworth)  : 

Q.  Then  you  were  a  member  at  the  time  this  diflScuHy  occurred  in  1885,  when 
the  Millers'  and  Manufacturers'  Assoc  ation  was  formed.  You  were  a  member  up  to 
that  time  ?  A.  Yes  ;  until  the  Millers'  and  Manufacturers'  went  ic.  Mr.  Goldie  and 
Mr.McCulIoch  did  not  think  we  could  work  in  harmony  with  them.  Mr.  Howland 
and  myself  thought  differently.  We  thought  the  schedule  rating  would  bring  it  down 
to  a  fair  basis.  Then  the  next  meeting  was  held  on  the  30th  March.  It  depends 
upon  whose  ox  was  gored  as  to  what  rules  they  adopted,  because  Mr.  Taylor  ot  the 
Northern  and  Caledonia,  I  think  he  represented,  came  up  to  Toronto  at  this  meeting 
and  they  rescinded  this  obnoxious  part,  leaving  it  as  it  was  originally  cast. 
(Exhibit  i5d,  section  40.)  , 

Q.  Whac  date  was  that,  Mr.  Scott  ?     A.  The  meeting  commenced  on  the  30tii 
March  and  closed  on  the  2nd  or  3rd  of  April.     (Exhibit  45«f  ) 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  This  resolution  was  dated  the  Ist  of  April  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q  That  had  existed  from  October  until  the  Ist  of  April  ?  A.  Yes ;  they  rescind- 
ed it  because  it  was  affecting  their  individual  business.  Here  is  an  extract  from  the. 
board  minutes  of  the  Millers'  and  Manufacturers'  books,  dated  I4th  April,  1880   (lix- 

'  '"The  following  letter  from  the  Canadian  Fire   Underwriters'   Association   was 
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"  '  Toronto,  7th  Ipril,  1886. 

"  '  The  secretary  Millers'  and  Manufacturers'   Insurance  Company,  Toronto. 

"  '  Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  ot  your  notice  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  Mille 
and  Manufacturers'  Insurance  Company  from  the  association.  I  beg  to  refer  you 
article  eleven  of  the  constitution,  that  such  withdrawal  shall  not  take  effect  for 
period  of  three  months  from  the  date  of  such  notice.  You  will  kindly  send  me  t 
company's  cheque  for  S25,  being  the  proportion  of  your  company  towards  the  exponi 
of  the  association,  and  which  by  article  ten  of  the  constitution,  that  all  dues  to  t 
er.d  of  the  current  year  must  be  paid. 

"  '  I  am,  dear  sir, 

"  '  lours  truly, 

"  '  EOBT.  MoLEAN,  Secretary: 

"  The  following  statement  from  Mr.  Howland,  referring  to  above,  was  read  a 
approved : 

"  '  Referring  to  the  letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Underwriters,  dat 
2nd  April,  I  will  state  as  a  matter  of  record  that  at  the  interview  with  the  Canadii 
Fire  Underwriters'  Association  in  December  last  it  was  stated  that  the  schedi 
rating  then  in  progress  would  materially  reduce  the  rates  on  mills  and  other  spec 
bazarde,  and  the  safety  of  any  company  underwriting  at  a  lower  cash  basis  th 
scheduled  rates  after  they  came  into  force  was  questioned. 

"  '  It  was  on  this  understanding  I  urged  joining  the  association.     The  sohedi 
rating  as  promulgated  I  now  find  to  be  the  reverse, of  what  I  was    led   to    believe 
would  be ;  in  place  of  materially  reducing  the  then  exacted  rates  on  mills,  it  mak 
a  material  advance  on  them,  in  some  cases  upwards  of  25  per  cent.     I   therefore, 
view  of  all  the  circumstances,  can  see  no  reason  why  the  withdrawal  should  notta 
effect  from  the  date  of  the  notice  of  withdrawal  sent  to  the  association,  viz.,  6thApi 

'"W.  H.  HOWLAND,   Vice  President:" 

Then  we  withdrew. 
By  the  Chairman, : 

Q.  Now,  that  I esolution  wiis  passed  on  the  15th  October  and  rescinded  on  t 
Istot  April,  was  it  over  restored?  A.  Well,  I  explained  to  you  that  the  bran 
board  virtually  under  the  constitution  was  a  member  of  the  main  body.  This  as80( 
ation  is  ao  arm  of  the  main  body.  For  instance,  they  had  power  at  any  time 
Hamilton  or  London,  if  they  found  that  the  agents  were  not  working  as  harmoniouB 
as  they  should,  they  at  once  dissolved  the  board  and  dropped  them  into  class  "  h 
in  the  general  body.  They  are  composed  of  the  same  companies.  There  is  no  mei 
ber  of  the  Toronto  Board  that  is  not  a  member  of  the  association. 

Q.  What  was  the  effect  ?  A.  The  effect  was  that  in  the  Toronto  Board  th- 
restorwd  them.  I  should  tell  you  that  at  the  time  the  Queen  City  was  organized  th 
insisted  upon  the  Queen  City  coming  into  the  Board.  At  that  time  our  chart 
restricted  us  to  doing  business  within  the  county  of  York.  I  declined  to  join.  I  ss 
I  had  no  necessity,  and  refused  to  become  a  member  of  the  association  and  oontribu 
to  expenses  for  which  we  received  no  benefit.  They  then  came  back  to  us  agai 
and  I  said  we  would  join  on  one  condition,  that  is,  that  I  will  have  a  full  voice  in  t 
meeting  and  on  the  regulation  of  the  tariffs,  without  contributing  towards  the  exper 
of  the  thing  where  w«  received  no  benefit.  On  these  terms  they  accepted  t 
entrance  of  the  Queen  City  into  the  asssociation.  That  1  bad  a  full  voice  in  maki 
the  rates  and  taking  part  in  the  deliberations  without  any  cost  to  the  company,  a 
on  that  basis  the  Queen  City  j:)ined. 

Mr.  Bain  said  it  was  not  clear  to  his  mind  yet  whether  the  combination  restor 
that  clause  in  their  regulations  or  not.     He  read  the  clauses  referred  to. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  It  18  a  simple  question,  have  they  or  have  they  not  ?  A.  Here  is  the  Toroi 
Board  I  am  trying  to  explain  that  the  Toronto  Board  is  an  arm  of  the  main  asaoc 
tion. 
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The  Chairman — That  is  not  answering  Mr.  Bain's  question.  We  understand  tho 
connection  between  the  two. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  WentwortK)  : 
Q.   Have  they  or   have   they   not?    Are  you  aware  ?     A.  I  am  going  to  show 
you  how  the   minutes  of  the   Toronto  Board   restored  it.     They  are  the  same  com- 
panies.   They  are  part  and  parcel  of  the  same  companies. 

Q.  Have  the  Underwriters'  Association  restored  it,  or  haven't  they  ?  A.  The 
Toronto  Board  have  restored  it  (Exhibit  45/ — Sec.  33  re  "  non-tariff  company"  )  hut 
they  are  the  same  persons.  They  haven't  restored  it,  bat  they  have  adopted  it  in  the 
Toronto  Board  after  rescinding  it  in  the  association. 

Q.  The  Toronto  Board  have  again  passed  that  resolution.  Is  the  effect  of  that 
that  it  is  in  operation  everywhere  agsin?     A,  No,  sir.     In  operation  in  Toronto. 

Q.  It  is  in  operation  in  Toronto?    A.  It  is  in  operation  in  Toronto. 
By  Mr.  Quillet  : 

Q.  Is  the  Toronto  Board  an  association  in  the  Province  of  Ontario  ?    A.  No  sir, 
in  Toronto.     I  tried  to  explain  that. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  WentwortK) . 

Q.  Perhaps  I  did  not  comprehend  you  hefore,  but  I  think  I  have  got  it.  The 
resolution  has  been  again  passed  by  Toronto  Board,  and  is  in  force  in  Toronto  but 
not  elsewhere  ?     A.  Yes  ;  but  not  elsewhere. 

The  Chairman. — Then  there  is  another  question  which  just  follows.  If  it  is  in 
force  in  Toronto,  the  Toronto  company  that  has  an  agent  in  the  county  of  Went- 
worth  or  some  place  outside  of  Toronto,  does  it  prevent  that  agent  of  the  Toronto 
company  from  accepting  non-tariff  and  tariff  business. 

Mr.  Bain. — No  ;  I  understand  by  this  that  it  does  not  apply  anywhere  outside  of 
Toronto.  Before  it  would  be  applicable  all  over  the  province  it  would  have  to  be 
adopted  by  the  board  whose  minutes  we  have  here,  the  Canadian  Fire  Underwriters* 
Association.  This  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Fire  Underwriters'  Association  for 
the  Province. 

Mr.  Scott. — Yes 

Mr.  Bain. — Of  which  the  Toronto  Board  is  a  branch  ? 

Mr.  Scott. — Yes. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  There  is  the  Montreal  Branch  and  the  Toronto  Branch  forming  one  associa- 
tion. The  Toronto  Branch  as  I  understood  it  had  jurisdiction  in  Ontario  while  the 
Montreal  Branch  had  jurisdiction  in  Quebec. 

Mr.  Bain. — Exactly,  and  the  Toronto  Board  is  again  underneath  the  Under- 
writers' Association,  especially  for  the  city  of  Toronto,  and  they  passed  resolutions 
in  the  Board  which  were  regulations  lor  Toronto. 

Witness— Yes.  . 

The  Chairman— I  did  not  hear  anything  before  of  the  Toronto  Board  as  distinct 

from  Ontario. 

By  Mr.  Fisher  ;  -mi 

Q.  I  would  like  to  ask  whether  companies  whose  headquarters  are  in  loronto 
and  have  branches  elsewhere  in  Ontario  whether  their  agent  would  be  under^  this 
rule?  A.  No,  sir.  This  is  not  a  portion  of  the  Canadian  Fire  Underwriters' As- 
sociation. 

Q.  It  does  not  matter  where  the  headquarters  of  the  company  are  as  long  as 
where  the  agent  is  ?  A.  Not  at  all . 
By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  Kead  that  resolution  ?  A.  It  is  an  annual  meeting  held  on  the  19th  January. 
"Agenda  No.  10.  Annual  meeting  re  agents  representing  non-tariff  companies, 
Eesolution  on  this  subject  adopted  at  the  annual  meeting  was  inadvertently  omitted 
from  the  minutes  and  is  as  follows :  That  hereafter  no  officer  nor  person  holding 
official  connection  with  a  non-tariff  company,  or  acting  as  agent  or  sub-agent  for  a 
non-taritf  office,  shall  be  eligible  to  represent  or  act  for  a  tariff   office   or  receive  or 
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place  business  or  receive  commission  with  or  from  a  member  of  this  Board,  whe 
as  general  a^ent,  sub-agent  or  in  any  capacity  whatever."     (Exhibit  45& — Sec.  - 

Q.  That  was  passed  by  the  Toronto  Board  ?     A.   By  the  Toronto  Board. 

Q.  It  guides  the  Toronto  men  ?    A.  It  guides  the  Toronto  men. 

Q.  It  would  guide  them  all  over  the  Province  ?  A.  Oh,  it  does  not.  1 
power  is  relegated  to  the  Toronto  Board  by  the  parent  association.  They  are  ( 
posed  of  the  same  persons. 

Mr.  Fisher— A  good  many  rings  within  rings. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  I  suppose  Toronto  and  Hamilton  are  allowed  certain  powers  within  their  ( 
association  ?     A.  Exactly,  under  the  control  of  the  Canadian  Association. 

Q.  The  power  underneath  them  adopts  it?    A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Quillet : 

Q.  I  understand  there  is  a  Toronto  branch  of  the  Underwriters'  Association 
a  Toronto  Board  under  that  branch?     A.  No,  sir. 

Q.   An  Ontario  branch  and  a  Toronto   Board?      A.    They  came  in  both. 
branches  are  for  convenience  of  legislation. 

Q.  The  meu  who  constitute  or  form  the  Ontario  branch  are  not  the  same  i 
who  form  the  Toronto  Board?  A.  Certainly.  There  is  no  member  of  the  Ton 
Board  who  is  not  a  member  of  the  Canadian  Fire  Underwriters'  Association. 

Q.  Are  the  members  of  the  Ontario  Association  and  the  members  of  tbe  Tore 
Board_  one  and  the  same  men?  A.  With  one  exception.  Yes;  they  are  one 
the  same  men,  all  of  them.     They  are  the  same  body  of  men. 

Q.   Still  they  have  two  sets  of  minutes  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  They  are  two  distinct  organizations,  practically  ?    A.   Yes. 
By  Mr.  Fisher: 

Q.  In  the  Canadian  Fire  Underwriters'  Association  their  limits  are  not  c 
there  in  Toronto  but  all  over  the  country  ?     A.   Yes. 

Q.  The  Toronto  men  are  only  a  portion  of  the  Fire  Underwriters'  Associatii 
A.  Yes,  they  are  ;  but  these  powers  are  relegated  to  them  by  the  parent  instituti 
By  Mr.  Guillet :  ■'  i- 

Q.  There  is  a  Hamilton  B^ard  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  they  adopted  that  rule  or  not?  A.  No;  I  do 
think  that  they  ever  did. 

Q    Do  you  know  whether  the  London  Board  did?     A.  No  ;   1  don't  think  it. 

Q.  We  had  a  London  gentleman   here   who   said   it  was   aimed    at  him. 
thought  he   was   the    target,  and   you   think   you   are?     A.  I  think  he  must  h 
reterred  to  the  general  Fire  Underwriters'  Association. 

Q.  That  is  what  I  am  referring  to— the   original  resolution  ?     A.  You  see  tl 
pointed  to  the  case  in  Toronto.    That  is  quite  clear.     Here  is  where  they  restore 
m  ioronto.    The  Toronto  Bjard  restored    it,  a    board   which   is    virtually  part  i 
parcel  01  the  same  organization. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  We  understand  that  part  clearly— proceed  ?  A.  Then  you  asked  me  w 
my  position  is  owinjr  to  discriminations.  For  instanoe,  take  the  matter  of  churc 
and  colleges  and  educational  institutions.  It  has  been  oflfored  at  45  and  50  centf 
the  city  of  Montreal,  and  outside  and  in  the  city  of  Toronto  they  compel  the  age 
there  to  exact  one  per  cent. 

Q.  Where?     A.  In  Toronto. 

Q.  In  the  city  of  Toronto  ?     A.  In  the  city  of  Toronto 

*u  ^'  ^V^  ^""^^  ^°  9  ^°*^  ^^  ''^''^^  ''^  Montreal  ?  A.  Yes.  Take  the  hosp 
there.  They  exact  only  60  cents  in  Montreal  and  they  compel  the  hospita 
Ioronto  to  pay  one  per  cent  ,  which  we  consider  a  very  unfair  discrimination: 
A  r3-  *Ji^e  ]i8  a  parallel  case  of  45  cents  in  Montreal  and  one  per  cent,  in  Toron 
A.  The  Jesuit  church  in  Montreal  I  know  to  be  insured  for  45  cents  and  none  of 
churches  are  permuted  to  be  rated  at  less  than  one  per  cent 
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By  Mr.  Fisher  : 
Q.  Is  that  owing  to  the  resolution  of  ihe  Fire   Underwriters'  Association  or  the 
resolution  of  the  Toronto   Board  ?     A.  The   Toronto  Board.     They  are  one  and  tha 
eame  people. 

Q.  There  are  two  different  sections?     A.  Yes;  the  same  beads  to  both. 
The  Chaieman — He  says  they   are   the   same  individuals  with  the  exception  or 
one  person. 

Mr.  Fisher —Yes;  the  Pre  Underwriters'  Association  extends  outside  of  To- 
ronto. There  may  be  certain  individuals  who  belong  to  the  Toronto  Board,  bat 
the  Fire  Underwriters'  Association  extends  all  over  the  Province.  If  it  was  aresolution 
of  the  Fire  Underwriters'  Association  it  would  extend  to  the  whole  Province,  where- 
as what  Mr.  Scott  says  it  only  belongs  to  Toronto. 
WiTNE-s — That  is  discrimination,  certainly. 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q    Even  the  printed  tariif  that   Mr.   McLean    showed   us,    that  was  binding  all 
over  the  Province  of  Ontario  ?    A.  No,  sir ;  I  will   give   you   an   instance  that  took 
place  with  the  college  at  Pickering. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  1  understand  you  to  say  where  there  are  two  risks  under  similar  conditions, 
one  in  Toronto  and  one  in  Montreal,  they  have   discriminated   against  Toronto  and. 
charge  higher  rates  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Does  that  apply  to  any  other  city  in  Ontario  ?     A.  Yes. 
Q.  Toronto  rates  are  especially  higb  ?     A.   Yes. 

Q.  Then  the  tariff  of  the  Canadian  Fire  Underwriters' Asjociation,  as  adopted, 
does  not  apply  in  all  cases  where  the  risks  arealike  ?     A.  No,  sir. 

Q  You  mean  to  say  distinctly  that  they  charge  special  rates  in  the  city  of 
Toronto?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  do  they  reconcile  the  action  of  the  Toronto  Board  with  the  general 
association  that  forbid  any  company  to  make  any  discrimination  in  the  rate  ?  A. 
That  is  what  no  person  can  explain. 

The  Chairman— Montreal  and  Toronto  are  in  class  "  A  "  and  they  must  be  the 
same.  The  rates  must  be  the  same  How  do  you  explain  the  fact  that  they  charge 
a  45  cent  rate  in  Montreal  and  a  dollar  in  Toronto  ?  They  are  both  in  class  "  A"  ? 
A.  That  is  the  contention  that  we  have  been  fighting  for  for  a  long  time. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth') :  . 

Q  Their  minutes  indicate  that  ?  A.  We  left  the  association  in  1883.  This  was 
the  letter  (.Exhibit  45  g)  addressed  to  Mr.  McLean  in  1835  :  "  The  following  latter 
from  Messrs.  Scott  &  Walmsley  was  read:  — 

"  Toronto,  20th  July,  1885. 

"  EoBERT  McLean,  Esq., 

"  Secretary  Toronto  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters,  Toronto. 

"  Dear  Sir  —The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  minutes  of  a  directors' meet- 
IDS  of  the  Queen  City  Fire  Insuranc-e  Company  held  this  ilonday,  20Lh  July,  1885  :- 

"  Ordered  That  this  Board  cannot  consistently  sustain  a  principle  that  sanctions 
the  insurance  of  sacred  edifices,  &c ,  &o,  in  the  Province  of  Ontarm,  which  are 
situated  beyond  the  city  limits  at  a  rate  of  only  thirty-five  cents  (.-iS)  per  annum 
and  compels  them  to  exact  fifty  cents  (50)  for  similar  hazards  withm  range  of  the 
fire  brigade  protection  in  this  city;  this  company  must  therefore  withdraw  from  the 
Toronto  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters,  while  such  an  anomaly  continues  to  exist  A 
copy  of  this  order  as  a  notice  of  withdrawal  to  be  sent  to  the  said  Board  of   Under- 

"writers.  „         n  ■  ,  p  ^, 

"  Yours  faithfully, 

"  SCOTT  &  WALMSLEY, 

'^Managers." 

We  had  promises  that  this  would  be  remedied. 

Mr.  Bain  (Wentworth).— They  promised  to  place  you  on  equal  terms. 
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By  Mr.  Fisher : 

Q.  This  does  not  state  that  the  charge  is  $1.  They  are  45  cfents  or  50  cents? 
A.     Outside,  sir. 

Q.  They  are  more  in  the  city  than  outside  the  city  ?  A,  Yes,  sir.  Take  the 
college  at  Pickering.  That  is  charged  only  f  per  cent,  because  it  is  outside  the  city 
limits  and  Wyclitfe  college  pays  1  per  cent.,  one  is  wholly  witbout  protection  and 
Wyclifie  college  is  surrounded  by  a  fire  brigade. 

Q.  They  may  be  different  classes  of  risks  ?  A.  Wyclitfe  college  is  completely 
isolated  in  the  Queen's  Park. 

Q    Tell  us  why  the  Toronto  rates  are    higher  than  the  general  rate.     What  is 
the  taiiflf  that  they  have  filed  here.     It  would  be  most  satisfactory  to  turn  it  up  from 
that,  you  know.     A.  I  don't  see  anything  about  hospitals  here.     They  have  noth- 
ing here  for  dwellings.     They  have  not  given  dwelling  hoase  tariff  rate. 
By  Mr.  Bain  {Wentworth)  : 

Q.  Tour  complaint  is  that  you  require  to  charge  50  cents  where  in  other  places 
they  charge  35  ?     A.   That  is  outside  of  Toronto. 

Q.  1  think  you  eaid  you  were  required  to  charge  $1  ?  A.  Fifty  cents  for  one 
year  wonld  be  1  per  cent,  for  th)ee  years. 

Q.  What  would  you  take  it  under  their  rates  for  three  years  7  A.  I  am  merely 
stating  a  fact  given  me  by  an  inspector  of  one  of  their  companies,  that  a  church  in 
Montreal  was  taken  lor  45  cents  for  three  years. 

Q.  That  was  stated  to  you  by  one  of  their  inspectors?  A.  Yes  j  of  the  Fire 
Insurance  Association. 

Q  Their  required  rate  here  is  35  cents  per  annum  ?  A.  That  is  outside  of 
Ontario. 

Q.  What  is  it  in  Quebec  ?  A,  1  do  not  know,  I  am  speaking  of  Ontario  exclu- 
sively. 

Q.  Was  it  in  consequence  of  that  you  wrote  this  letter  ?  A.  In  consequence  of 
our  knowledge. 

By  Mr.   Fisher  : 

Q.   I  see  in  the  tariff  book  the  following  :  — 

"  Toronto,  16th  April,  1888. 

"  The  following  rates  come  into  effect  on  and  after  the  1st  of  May  next  on  all 
three  years'  risks  situated  in  Ontario,  east  of  the  counties  of  York  and  Simcoe : 
Academies,  churches,  day  schools,  colleges,  banks,  insuraoce  offices,  court  houses, 
charitable  institutions,  drill  sheds  not  used  for  other  purposes,  hospitals,  houses  of 
refuge,  nunneiies  and  their  contents."  I  was  going  to  say  that  I  see  Toronto  is  not 
given  in  the  list  of  cities  here  at  all.  There  is  a  classification  ot  places,  and  we  have 
Gnelph,  Hamilton,  London  and  St.  Catharines,  but  Toronto  is  left  out  ?  A.  [  might 
mention  to  you  that  when  the  Board  was  not  working  harmoniously,  then  they  put 
them  in  clats  "  A,"  and  thus  discrimination  has  been  made  against  Toronto.  They 
charge  1  per  cent,  therefor  three  years,  and  outside  YO  cents  and  15. 

Q.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  this  Toronto  Board  is  under  the  control  of  the 
Ontario  Fire  Underwriters' Association  ?  A.  They  gave  them  these  powers.  For 
instance,  when  ihe  London  Board  were  not  working  harmoniously  they  legislated 
them  out  of  existence  and  put  them  under  class  "A."  They  could  do  that  with  the 
Toronto  Board  to-morrow. 

Q.  But  the  Toronto  Board  has  independent  powers  ?  A.  So  long  as  the  parent 
association  lets  them. 

Q.  Then  thoy  do  let  them  ?     A.  Yes  ;  just  now. 

Q.  This  appears  to  be  a  special  creation  for  Toronto?  A.  For  Toronto?  For 
the  association. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  there  is  any  such  arrangement  in  Montreal  as  there 
is  in  Toronto?  A.  I  am  not  aware.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Toronto  Board,  held  in 
January,  1887,  they  adopted  rule  20,  as  follows:— (Exhibit  45f,— Seo.  20.; 


INSTIRANCE.  481 


"  DEPOSIT  GUARlNTEEi 

"  That  a  guarantee  deposit  shall  be  made  by  each  company  with  the  secretary 
of  the  Toronto  Board  of  $60,  as  a  guarantee  of,  and  to  secure  the  payment  of  any  fines 
that  mny  be  imposed  under  the  rules — any  fines  deducted  from  this  deposit  to  be 
immediately  reinstated  by  the  company.  This  deposit  shall  be  made  on  or  before 
the  15th  day  of  February,  and  the  other  regulations  shall  come  into  force  on  the  1st 
day  of  March  next.  Should  it  be  shown  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Toronto  Board, 
by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present  at  any  regular  meeting — the  usual 
notice  through  board's  printed  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  having  been  giveu 
— that  any  of  the  officials  or  employ6s,  or  a  company — a  member  of  this  board — 
has  violated  any  of  the  rules  or  regulations,  the  board  shall  impose  a  fine  on  such 
person  or  persons  so  violating  as  follows,  namely : — Twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the 
correct  premium  involved  in  the  transaction,  if  it  be  a  question  of  tariff,  or  commis- 
BiOD,  or  consideration  violation ;  and  in  other  cases,  a  direct  fine  of  86  for  the  first 
offence  and  $10  for  each  subsequent  offence  by  the  same  party  or  parties  (but  in  n» 
case  shall  the  fine  be  less  than  $5)  ;  and  the  report  of  the  same,  with  the  names  of 
the  offenders  and  the  amount  of  fine  to  be  conspicuously  printed  in  the  minutes  of 
the  Toronto  Board  of  that  date."     (Also  Exhibit  45p ,—  Sec.  68.) 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  WentwortK)  : 

Q.  This  is  the  decision  of  the  Toronto  Board  ?    A.  Yes  ;  of  the  Toronto  Board. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Would  you  kindly  tell  us  who  the  chairman  and  secretary  of  the  Toronto 
Board  are  ?  A.  Eobert  McLean  is  secretary  and  I  think  Mr.  Alfred  Smith  is  vice- 
president,  and  Mr.  Henderson  was  president  last  year. 

Q.  They  have  the  same  machinery  as  the  others  ?    A.  Yes;  just  the  same. 

Q.  Were  you  fined  ?  A.  No;  because  I  did  not  violate  any  rule.  1  was  trying 
to  live  up  to  the  tariff,  but  trying  to  get  thorn  to  modify  it  and  make  it  just.  It  was 
a  pretty  hard  fight,  however,  for  one  company  to  do  that.  I  remained  in  the  Board 
and  tried  to  do  that.  1  induced  the  Toronto  hospital  trustees  to  spend  something  like 
$1,000  or  $1,100  to  protect  their  building  from  fire,  and  after  doing  so  in  the  full  ex- 
pectation that  it  would  be  taken  into  account,  it  was  brought  up  and  voted  down. 
That  put  me  in  a  very  awkward  position,  and  if  they  cannot  get  it  at  a  fair  rate  they 
will  carry  it  to  the  other  side.  They  are  not  anxious  now. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wenhuorth)  : 

Q.  You  have  been  in  connection  with  this  association  while  a  member  of  the 
Toronto  Board  ?    A.  Yes  ;  up  to  that  time  and  from  the  beginning. 

Q.  Was  it  common  with  that  Board  to  occasionally  fine  members  when  they 
traasgressed,  or  was  this  the  first  occasion  ?     A.  They  have  fined  them. 

By  the  Chairman :  t         u    • 

Q.  Were  fines  recorded  on  the  minutes  7    A,  Yes ;  there  was  one  I  could  give 

yon  a  record  of. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Weniworth)  : 

Q  Then  it  was  the  custom  of  the  Toronto  Board,  while  you  were  a  member  ot 
it  to  impose  fines  on  their  members  ?  A.  I  only,  as  a  fact,  know  of  one  fine  being 
imposed  Here  is  a  record  of  the  meeting  (Exhibit  45A.)  :  "  Mr.  McGarn  s  notice  of 
motion  re  Mr.  Pringle— letters  were  read  f I  om  T.  M.  Pringle  and  Mr.  F.  A.  Ball 
relative  to  the  above,  in  the  former  of  which  was  enclosed  $50,  payment  in  full  of 
fine  imposed  upon  Mr.  Pringle,  the  5th  day  of  June  last,  in  consideration  of  which 
Mr.  McGrurn  asked  permission  of  the  Board  to  withdraw  the  notice  of  motion  which 
had  been  given,  and  moved  in  its  stead  :—  ,        n  ^,     r>      j  +i, 

"That  Mr.  T.  M.  Pringle  having  now  complied  with  the  rules  of  the  Board,  the 
secretary  be  di'rected  to  communicate  that  fact  to  the  manager  of  the  London  and 
Lancashire  Fire  Insurance  Company ;  also,  that  it  be  printed  in  the  minutes.    Lar- 

'*    Q.  He  was  suspended  then  until  he  paid  his  fine  ?    A.  No;  he  was  not  actually 
Buspended,  although  it  sounds  like  it. 
*         3—31 
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Q.  You  were  present  at  the  meetiog  ?  A.  No ;  I  must  have  been  present  when 
it  was  discussed,  but  this  was  done  in  consequence  of  allowing  commissions,  which 
was  a  violation  of  the  rules  of  the  Board. 

Q.  How  allowing  commissions  ?  A.  Well,  allowing  commissions  to  the  insured 
for  the  sake  of  securing  business. 

Q.  Dividing  up  his  own  commission  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  was  practically  giving  to  the  insured  a  lower  rate  ?  A.  Yes;  giving 
away  his  salary  to  secure  the  business. 

Q.  It  was  like  this,  he  divided  his  own  commission  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  process  did  you  pursue  ?  A.  A  committee  would  be  appointed  to 
examine  into  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Did  he  divide  his  own  commission  ?     A.  He  must  have  attempted  it. 

Q.  Did  he  divide  his  commission  though  ?  A.  It  would  be  hard  to  tell  how  it 
was  done.  It  would  depend  on  the  working  of  the  company  for  which  he  was  doing 
business.  In  some  cases  where  they  allow  a  commission  they  allow  an  extra  com- 
mission to  the  agent.  For  instance,  if  the  agent  sends  down  a  voucher  showing  that 
he  has  paid  out  a  portion  of  his  commission  he  is  allowed  an  extra  commission.  He 
might  also  give  the  whole  of  his  commission  away. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Weritworth)  : 

Q.  But  if  he  came  back  to  the  company  and  said  he  had  to  make  a  concessioQ 
to  get  this  business  ?     A.   Then  the  company  would  be  responsible. 

Q.  Otherwise  it  does  not  appear  in  that  case  to  have  been  the  charge,  because  I 
xinderstand  you  to  say  that  it  was  dividing  his  commission  or  taking  half  of  it  ?  A. 
I  remember  the  circumstances  sufficiently  clear  to  know  that  a  rebate  was  allowed 
in  this  case. 

Q.  That  was  an  offence  in  the  eyes  of  the  association  ?     A.   Yes. 

Q.  Did  these  fines  frequently  occur  ?  A.  This  is  the  only  case  that  I  remem- 
ber of. 

Q.  Did  you  while  you  were  a  member  of  this  Board  have  investigations  of  this 
kind?  A.  No;  what  1  suggested  I  think  was  adopted.  There  wex-e  frequently  in- 
vestigations held  but  I  do  not  know  that  any  of  the  charges  were  brought  home  so 
that  a  fine  could  be  exacted  except  in  this  particular  case. 

Q.  How  were  they  conducted  ?    A.  Generally  a  committee  was  named. 

Q.  Did  they  administer  a  declaration?  A.  At  one  time  they  did  but  not  a 
statutory  declaration.     We  rescinded  that. 

Q.  About  what  time  was  that  in  operation  ?  A.  I  think  it  was  about  this  very 
time.    This  was  in  1884  and  I  think  it  was  rescinded  some  time  in  1885. 

Q.  It  was  not  found  to  work  well  in  practice  ?     A,  Persons  objected  to  take  the 
affirmation  although  it  was   the   simplest  way  of  getting   at  the  facts.     Then  I  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Mr.  McLean. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  was  that  payment  ?  A.  For  the  purpose  of  fines  that  might  be  imposed. 
The  company  had  to  deposit  that  and  keep  it  good.  You  had  to  make  the  deposit 
so  that  the  fine  might  be  enforced. 

Q.  They  take  it  from  the  company's  guarantee  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  acted  in  good  faith  ?  A.  Yes;  and  that  cheque  came  back  to  me  in  this 
form. 

Q.  Then  you  considered  yourself  a  year  ago  a  full  fledged  member  of  the 
association  ?  A.  Yes  ;  and  the  cheque  came  back  accompanied  by  this  letter  : — 
(Exhibit  45z.)  f  J 

"  Toronto,  2nd  April,  1887. 

"  Dear  Sirs,—  I  am  instructed  by  the  Toronto  Board  of  Trade  to  see  that  all 
companies  comply  with  the  rule  adopted  at  the  last  annual  meeting  re  agents  of  non- 
tariff  offices  which  is  as  follows,  viz. : — 

" '  That  hereafter  no  officers,  nor  persons  holding  official  connection  with  a  non- 
tariff  company  or  acting  as  agent,  or  sub  agent,  for  a  non-tariff  office,  shall  be  eligible 
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to  represent,  or  act  for  a  tariff  office,  or  receive  or  place  business,  or  receive  commis- 
sion with  or  from  a  member  of  this  Board,  whether  a  general  agent,  sub-agent  or  in 
any  other  capacity  whatever.' 

"  As  you  represent  non^iariff  offices,  the  Qaeea  Oity  cannot  continueas  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Toronto  Board  and  in  consequence  I  am  not  permitted  to  send  you  as 
formerly  the  official  ratings  or  other  papers  connected  wiih  the  business  of  insurance. 
I  theretore  enclose  the  deposit  guarantee  cheque  which  you  sent  me  on  the  16th 
ultimo. 

"  Were  your  non-tariff  companies  to  join  the  Board  as  the  terms  laid  down  in  tha 
minutes  of  the  Toronto  Branch  of  the  Oanadian  Fire  Underwriters'  Association  of  the 
8th  December,  1885,  and  in  accordance  with  which  the  Millers'  and  Manufacturers' 
Insurance  Company  joined  the  association,  the  rule  above  referred  to  would  not 
require  the  withdrawal  of  the  Queen  Oity  from  the  Board. 

"  I  need  scarcely  add  that  i  very  much  regret  that  the  companies  you  represent 
are  outside  of  an  association  in  the  formation  of  which  your  Mr.  Scott  took  so  active 
and  lively  an  interest  and  which  has  done  so  much  in  placing  the  business  of  insur- 
ance on  a  sound  basis,  by  rating  risks  on  their  merits,  reference  being  had  to  the 
means  possessed  by  each  city  and  town  for  preventing  and  extinguishing  fires. 

"  I  am,  dear  sirs,  yours  truly, 

"  BOBERT  MoLEAN,  Secretary." 

I  sent  that  back  to  Mr.  McLean,  because  it  was  not  my  firm  that  sent  it  to  him. 
It  was  from  the  Queen  City  and  he  returned  that  letter  together  with  a  cheque 
addressed  to  the  president.     The  letter  was  as  follows  : — (Exhibit  45i.) 

"  Toronto,  19  th  April,  1887. 
"  "W.  H.  HowLAND,  Esq.,  President  Queen  City  Insurance  Company,  Toronto : 

"  Deak  Sir, — On  the  2nd  inst.  I  wrote  a  letter  to  Messrs.  Scott  and  Walmsley 
in  which  I  returned  the  deposit  cheque  of  $50  made  by  the  Qaeen  City  Insaranoe 
Company  on  the  12th  inst.  I  received  a  letter  from  these  gentlemen  returning  tha 
cheque  and  stating  that  any  communication  I  had  to  make  on  this  subject  shoald  be 

addressed  to  you.  _  ,     a^^       j    i 

"  I  beg  therefore  to  send  you  herewith  the  said  deposit  cheque  for  *oU,  and  also 
the  letter  of  the  vind  inst.  above  referred  to,  in  which  you  will  find  the  reason  for 
returning  that  cheque,  and  why  the  Qaeea  City  Insurance  Company  cannot  continue 
a  member  of  the  Toronto  Board. 

"  I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  truly, 

"  KOBBET  MoLBAN,  Secretary." 

(Exhibit  45f,  Agenda,  sec.  10,  and  Minutes,  sec.  33.) 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  WentwortK)  : 

Q.  They  practically  fired  you  out  f    A.  Yes ;  they  fired  us  out. 

Q.  At  that  stage  of  the  proceedings  ?  A.  Just  there.  I  would  like  to  know 
whether  I  am  a  member  of  the  association. 

Q .  You  were  fired  out  of  the  Toronto  Board  ?  A.  They  swore  to  you  that  i  was 
not  a  member  of  the  association.     If  it  is  not  one  and  the  same  thing,  how  could  they 

fire  me  out  ?  ,  o      .    mi.      ..  •  j  *„ 

Q.  You  are  out  in  the  woods  so  far  as  Toronto  is  concerned  ?    A.  ihey  tried  to 

Q.  In  this  particular  occasion  you  were  not  asked  to  explain  ?     A.  No ;  not  in 

that  matter.  .       .        „,  j    »      » 

Q.  That  is  hanging  a  fellow  first  and  holding  an  investigation  afterwards  f     A. 

Yes. 

By  Mr,  Fisher : 

Q.  The  statement  that  they  make  there  is  true,  that  you  are  representing  a 
company  not  in  the  association,  a  non-tarifi  company?  A.  Yes  j  all  my  other  com- 
panies are  mutual ;  there  is  no  doubt  about  that. 

3— 31i 
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By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  But  up  to  this  time  they  allowed  you  to  represent  these  mutual   compan 
and  be  a  member  of  that  board  ?    A.  Yes  ;  certainly. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Did  this  resolution  passed  at  the  Toronto  Board  become  law  without  1 
assent  of  the  higher  association,  of  the  Canadian  Fire  Underwriters'  Associatioi 
They  proceed  to  rate  a  building,  for  instance ;  does  that  become  law  without  furtl 
action  on  the  part  of  the  higher  board  ?    A.  Yes  ;  I  think  it  is  objected  to, 

Q.  Then  this  resolution  was  passed  ?  A.  Yes.  You  see  all  the  companies  s 
represented  there. 

Q.  Now,  since  this  Underwriters'  Association  was  formed  have  you  made 
tariff  of  rate?    A.  Yes;  1  assisted  in  framing  it. 

Q.  Was  that  higher  than  the  previous  tariff  of  the  companies  ?  A.  No  ;  the 
was  a  great  deal  of  pains  taken  to  try  and  make  it  equitable,  and  I  did  so  far  as  n 
changes  were  concerned. 

Q.  Yes  ;  but  did  it  mean  a  general  raising,  did  it  raise  the  rates  ?  A.  No,  sir, 
did  not  as  a  whole. 

Q.  Did  you  lower  any  ?    A.  Yes,  sir,  we  did. 
By  Mr.  Casgrain  : 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  it  did  not  raise  the  rates  as  a  whole  ? 
No  ;  I  do  not  think  that  it  did. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  are  speaking  of  the  schedule  you  made  in  1883  or  1884?  A.  In  sou 
instances  the  rates  were  raised  and  in  some  instances  they  were  lowered. 

Q.  Were  they  rated  on  their  merits  ?    A.  Yes;  as  far  as  one  can. 

Q.  Then  why  did  you  object  to  this  tariff?  A.  They  jumped  it  up  to  thr« 
quarters  of  one  per  cent,  without  any  discrimination,  without  it  being  known.  Noi 
of  us  were  present  at  that  meeting.  We  virtually  left  as  I  said  in  that  letter,  on  tl 
Friday,  and  the  business  on  Saturday  to  be  finished  up  was  routine  business  (Bxhit 
45  aj).    It  is  in  the  minutes. 

Q.  In  this  letter  to  the  National  of  Ireland  you  made  objections  that  flour  mil 
advanced  to  two  per  cent.,  and  those  at  two  per  cent,  to  two  and  one-quarter  pi 
cent,  and  two  and  three-quarter  per  cent.,  that  is  an  advance  of  about  33|  percent. 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  yon  think  that  was  justified  ?  A .  Well,  from  the  experience  we  then  ha 
before  us,  it  was. 

Q.  Do  you  think  to-day,  from  your  knowledge  of  that  business,  that  it  was  justii 
able  ?    A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Taking  the  cast  iron  rule  without  taking  into  consideration  the  moral  hazard 
A.  You  see,  I  was  only  one  in  the  comniunity  there. 

Q.I  want  your  indi^idnal  opinion   as  to  the  justice   of  that  ?    A.  No,  sir. 
think  we  have  got  nearer  the  basis  in  what  we   are   doing  in   our  companies   nov 
We  gave  them  25  per  cent,  below  that  and  are  able  to  do  it. 

Q.  Then  after  this  raise  of  practically   almost   exactly  33 J   per   cent,    in  yoi 
business,  you  thought  the  important  business  was  over.     The   association    raised 
how  much  ?    A.  Three-quarters  of  one  per  cent,  on  everything. 

Q.  Three-quarters  of  one  per  cent.  ?    A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  On  their  whole  business ?     A.   Yes;  mills  and  storehouses. 

Q.  But  they  did  not  raise  it  on  their  other  class  of  risks?     A.  No. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Yon  think  that  was  wholly  unjustifiable?    A.  No,  sir ;  we  had  not  tested  il 

Q.  The  result  was  that  there  has  been  an  increase  of  60  per  cent,  with  these  tv\ 
jumps?  A.  Yes.  These  are  the  facts.  I  think  I  will  show  you  what  our  expei 
enoe  has  been.  That  is  the  plan  originally  of  the  Millers'  and  Manufacturer 
Insurance  Company. 
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Q.  Now  your  Millers'  and  Manufacturers'  Association  form  a  tariff  on  this  sam« 
class  of  risk .  How  would  your  tariff  compare  with  that  ?  A,  An  average  of  25 
per  cent,  less. 

Q.  An  average  of  about  25  per  cent,  less  ?  A.  They  brought  it  back  to  about 
the  tariff  I  had  framed,  to  pretty  nearly  my  own  tariff. 

Q.  Not  any  higher  ?     A.  No';  not  any  higher. 

Q.  And  your  experience  after  three  years  of  that  has  been  ample  ?  A.  Wo 
have  been  able  to  return  ten  per  cent,  on  a  cash  basis  and  have  been  able  to  put  up 
a  very  nice  reserve . 

Q.  You  paid  ten  per  cent,  to  the  shareholders  ?  A.  Yes ;  ten  per  cent,  to  tho 
shareholders.     The  earning  power  of  our  capital  is  about  six  per  cent. 

Q.  What  percentage  of  reserve  have  you  had  this  year  to  the  paid  up  capital  ? 
What  is  the  amount  ol  your  reserve?  You  paid  in  825,000  ?  A.  We  found  a  diffi- 
culty in  raising  the  capital.     We  stopped  when  we  got  to  $125,000. 

Q.  And  ten  per  cent,  of  that  is  paid  up  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  is  the  amount  of  rest  that  you  laid  by?  A.  We  have  to  balance,  of  the 
profit  and  loss  account  at  the  close  of  18b7,  $28,037.27.  I  am  going  to  take  tho 
undertakings  in  force.     We  have  reinsurance  reserve  of  $11,191. 

Q.  And  in  addition  to  that,  you  have  cash  to  the  amount  of  $28,037  ?  A.  That 
is  our  reinsurance  reserve.  Our  cash  assets,  which  includes  office  furniture,  which 
is  a  small  thing,  are  $32,308.39.     Then  we  have  our  capital  stock  to  call  up. 

Q.  How  do  you  make  out  capital  stock  not  called  up  $112,000?  A.  $125,000 
was  the  capital.  I  take  this  from  the  president's  report  at  the  last  annual  meeting 
in  February  : — "  It  is  on  the  insistance  of  your  having  such  appliances,  combined 
with  care,  order  and  cleanliness,  that  we  can  expect  to  maintaiu  in  the  future,  as  we 
have  in  the  past,  such  a  substantial  reduction  in  the  cost  of  insurance  as  32J  cents  on 
each  dollar  ot  premium  paid,  or  an  average  of  48  per  cent."  That  is  virtually  what 
we  have  saved  the  millers.  They  would  have  had  to  pay  48  per  cent,  more  had  they 
gone  into  an  ordinary  stock  company  on  their  ordinary  basis  of  rates,  and  much 
more  when  you  go  into  the  schedule  rating,  as  a  man  conversant  with  the  spirit  of 
the  thing  can  see.  There  is  an  ideal  mill.  It  is  not  according  to  the  genius  of 
Canada  at  all.  Whoever  went  into  a  mill  here  and  found  it  equipped  like  that  ? 
By  Mr.  Quillet :  ■  »     v 

Q.  Your  tariff  rate  is  lower  than  that  which  applies  to  the  ideal  mill  ?     A.   Yes. 
By  ihe  Chairman :  j  i      ■  v 

Q  The  ideal  mill  commences  with  a  minimum  rate  of  2  per  cent,  and  then  it  has 
additions  of  25,  5,  10,  10,  25,  10,  25,  50,  25,  15,  25,  15,  10,50 and  26  per  cent,  respect- 
ively, and  only  one  deduction  of  10  per  cent.  The  ideal  mill  is  a  perfect  mill,  of 
course.  There  is  none  of  that  kind.  You  think  that  ou  a  fairly  good  mill  that  tariff 
will  be  higher  than  the  other  one  ?  A.  No  doubt  it  is.  I  might  have  put  in  a  sample 
here  to-day.     If  you  would  like  me  to  put  one  in  I  might  show  you. 

Q.  Here  is  the  same  mill  which  is  a  little  higher  ?  A.  There  are  some  risks 
that  we  won't  write  on  at  any  rate.  For  instance  there  is  one  that  was  burned. 
Mr.  Hanson  inspected  this  in  24th  November,  1885,  the  Jonathan  Ellis  mill  of  Port 
Dover.  Mr.  Hanson's  remarks  written  on  that  day  are :  "  There  is  no  faultto  bo 
found  with  the  cleanliness  and  order.  The  machinery  is  first  class  there  is  no 
crowding;  floors,  shafting  and  machines  are  kept  clean.  Everything  is  being  worked 
to  advantage  and  a  large  and  profitable  business  is  boing  done.  Cotton  is  used  pretty 
extensively  ;  and  the  kicker  revolves  1,100  per  minute." 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mill  is  that  ?  A.  A  woollen  mill,  a  knitting  mill.  Mr.  Han- 
son remarks:  "Consider  it  uninsurable  until  a  number  ofradical  alterations  are 
made.  This  policy  for  $6,000  expires  January,  1886.  He  is  willing  to  make  alter- 
ations. Ellis  is  about  purchasing  the  property."  These  are  the  defects  that  ho 
reports.  One  feature  in  connectioc  with  our  business  is  this  that  we  do  not  ask  tne 
insured  to  sign  anything.  We  take  the  responsibility  ;  we  see  that  the  doors  ana 
everything  else  are  all  right,  so  that  in  the  event  of  a  loss  we  cannot  raise  any  tech- 
nicality as  to  whether  this  or  that  existed,  and  here  is  a  specimen  :  "  No  tire  doors. 
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between  boiler  house  and  finishing  room  and  boiler  house  and  factory.  Opening 
between  boiler  house  and  finishing  room  boarded  up  ;  should  be  bricked  up.  Picker 
xoom  in  attic  (lined  with  tin  ;  ceiling  excepted).  Steam  jat  inside.  Picker  room 
ceiling  not  lined  with  tin  (lathed  and  plastered) ;  not  suflSoient  pails  around,  not 
sufficient  water  barrels.  He  wants  a  list  of  alterations  required  sent  to  him."  That 
was  burned  down. 

Q.  Did  he  make  the  alterations  that  were  required  7    A.  No ;  we  are  on  his  new 
mill  now.     He  made  his  improvements  because  we  did  not  go  on. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  And  then  it  was  burned  up  and  you  paid  ?    A.  No,  sir  ;  we  did  not  go  on. 
By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  It  is  a  good  thing  to  have  a  good  inspector  ?    A.  Yes ;  and  we  have  a  good 
inspector.     I  take  a  little  pride  in  him  because   I  trained  him    myself.     He  was  not 
in  the  business  until  he  came  in  with  the  Millers'  and  Manufacturers'. 
By  Mr.  Quillet: 

Q.  With  reference  to  the  flour  business,  the  roller  mills  and  the  old  process 
mills?  A.  "We  make  no  distinction  when  we  accept  them  unless  they  are  not  doing 
a  profitable  business. 

Q.  There  is  no  distinction  on  the  tariff  of  the  Underwriters'  Association  ?  A. 
No;  no  distinction. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (Wentworth)  .- 

Q.  You  look  at  the  moral  hazard,  however,  very  closely  ?    A.   Yes. 
By  Mr.  Guillet :  >        j  j 

Q.  The  moral  hazard  is  greater  in  the  old  process  mills  ?  A.  In  some  instances 
it  might  be.  Whera  they  are  doing  a  nice  custom  business  and  the  moral  hazard  is 
all  that  can  be  desired. 

Q.  They  are  getting  out  of  date.  Do  you  not  consider  there  is  more  risk  of 
their  being  burned  in  order  to  get  the  new  process  ?  A.  That  would  be  as  defined 
the  other  day.     A  man  who  deliberately  set  fire  to  it. 

Q.  How  many  of  those  old  process  mills  have  you  ?  A.  Two  or  three.  I  want 
to  draw  your  attention  to  the  fact,  while  I  am  on  that  subject,  that  the  association 
do  not  take  into  consideration  the  moral  risk  at  all.  That  was  stated  to  you  on 
Saturday,  to  my  amusement.  They  did  not  understand  that  there  was  any  moral 
hazard  except  the  one  of  incendiarism. 

The  Chaibman— Here  is  a  paper  that  Mr.  Scott  submits  in  connection  with  the 
question  as  to  whether  they  are  boycotting  (Exhibit  45k). 

"  BoARB  OF  Fire  Underwriters,  Toronto,  23rd  February,  1888. 
"^E&.B.  Sir,— I  am  directed  to  request  a  reply  in  writing,  to  the  following,  to  be 
lorwarded  m  time  to  be  presented  by  me  to  the  next  Board  meeting. 

"  By  order  of  the  Board 
„  ^   ._  "  EOBEET  McLEAN,  Secretary," 

"  1.  Has  your  company  renewed  any  risks  with  the  firm  of  Scott  &  Walmsley, 
or  any  employee  of  the  firm,  with  or  without  commission,  contrary  to  Kule  No.  8, 
which  reads :  That  hereafter  no  ofiaoer  nor  any  person  holding  official  connection  with 
a  non-tariff  company,  or  acting  as  agent  or  sub  agent  for  a  non-tariff  office,  shall  be 
eligible  to  represent  or  act  for  a  tariff  office,  or  receive  or  place  business,  or  receive 
commission  with  or  from  a  member  of  this  Board,  whether  as  general  agent,  sub- 
agent,  or  in  any  capacity  whatever,"  and  came  into  force  annual  meeting  January, 
1887.     See  names  below.  ° 

Firm  of  Staunton  &  Co.,  King  Street,  West. 

„.     *^o  do  Factory,  North  Toronto. 

Firm  of  Ely,  Blain  &  Co.,  Front  Street  East, 

-^iy 

Signature 
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Mr.  Bain— This  is  from  the  Toronto  Boai  d.    Is  it  ? 

ihe  Chairman — I  think  Mr .  Robert  McLean  was  unfair  with  this  Committee. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Weniworth)  : 
Q.  Is  that  the  Toronto  Board,  Mr.  Scott?    A.  Tea;  that  is  the  Toronto  Bpard. 
The  Chaieman — Mr.  McLean  told  us  that  that  resolution  was  rescinded.     What 
is  the  date '/ 

Mr.  GuiLLET— February  23rd,  1888. 

Mr.  Bain — It  appears  from  that  McLean  was  the  secretary  of  both  these 
associations. 

The  Chairman — He  said  there  was  a  joint  association  for  the  two  provinces. 

He  led  us  to  believe 

Mr.  Bain — I  don't  think  he  said  anything  of  the  Toronto  Association,  Mr. 
Chairman  ;  I  may  be  mistaken. 

The  Chairman— It  would  be  desirable  in  the  interests  of  the  Toronto  people 
that  Mr.  McLean  should  bo  again  summoned  before  this  Committee  to  explain.  We 
were  asking  for  full  information,  and  he  gave  us  this  information,  that  this  resolu- 
tion was  passed,  that  it  was  rescinded  and  that  there  was  no  such  resolution  in 
existence  and  that  there  was  no  boycott. 

Mr.  Bain — Until  Mr.  Soott  spoke  I  don't  remember  of  having  heard  of  a  separate 
association  for  the  city  of  Toronto. 
By  Mr.  Guiltet . 
Q.  What  has  been  the  object  or  e£fect  of  it  ?  Has  it  been  to  raise  the  rates  or 
lower  the  rates  ?  A.  Well,  it  has  kept  up  these  rates,  as  I  told  you.  I  have  got  the 
hospital  authorities  to  spend  some  $1,100  in  order  that  they  might  lower  their  rates. 
i  am  placing  hospital  risk  at  f  per  cent,  for  three  years,  and  they  pay  the  associa- 
tion 33J  more.  Mr.  Tatley  told  you  of  the  disastrous  fires  in  Quebec.  They  have  bad 
a  good  many  that  I  knew  of  in  the  last  ten  years,  yet  their  rates  are  much  lower  than 
in  Toronto. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  The  rates  for  the  city  of  Montreal  are  lower  then  in  Toronto  ?    A.  Yes. 
Q.  How  do  you  account  for  that  ?    A.  Owing  to  the  extraordinary  influence  of 
the  English  companies. 

By  Mr.  Bain  ( Wentworth)  :  .     t      • 

Q.  Suppose  you  give  us  a  specific   quotation  ?     A.  I  am  giving  you  the  Jesuit 

Q.  Come  down  to  the  business  transaction  ?  A.  Well,  I  heard  of  schools.  You 
would  get  them  down  in  Montreal  for  45  to  50  cents  and  they  would  charge  60  cents 
in  Toronto  ;  I  am  speaking  per  annum.  My  impression  is  that  that  would  be  about 
the  rate.     It  would  be  iO  cents  more  in  Toronto. 

Q.  What  do  they  charge  for  a  wholesale  warehouse  along  the  front  of  the  city  r 
A.  Thoir  rate  is  about  60  cents  on   wholesale  places.     That  is   about  the   minimum^ 

figuieSi  .     „      .     T.T  .        1,  t 

Q.  In  Montreal  45  or  50  cents.  Any  greater  security?  A.  Not  such  great 
security,  I  contend.  I  might  say  that  the  Queen  City  in  17  years,  out  of  a  $10,000 
capital  has  earned  $158,000  or  400  per  cent.  As  we  say  :  "  This  company  has  de- 
monstrated in  the  most  practical  form  the  value  of  the  system  of '  iribpeotion  and 
•  selection  '  in  fire  underwriting,  having  returned,  since  its  orjianization  in  1871,  to 
ite  shareholders  in  dividends,  $66,000;  now  has  at  the  credit  of  rest,  $75,000  and  ot 
profit  and  loss,  $17,254.74,  making  a  total  of  $158,254.71,  earned  by  a  paid-up  capital 
of  only  810,000." 

By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 
Q   Does  not  the  Underwriters'  Association  keep  up  rates  of  the  stock  companies ; 
would  that  not  operate  then  to  the  advantage  of  the  mutual  companies?     A.   Yes  , 

Q  Does  it  not  operate  to  the  advantage  of  the  mutual  companies?  A.  I 
think  that  it  will,  now  that  persons  are  becoming  alive  to  it.  You  see  that  many  ot 
our  important  industries  have  got  to  itdort  to  loan   companies   and  bankiug  parties^ 
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-and  as  a  rale  they  ha^e  ostracised  mutual  companies,  and  we  have  broken  the  ground, 
as  the  Millers'  and  Manufacturers'  Insurance  Company  is  being  accepted  by  all  the 
loan  companies  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  The  banks  and  loan  companies  are  doing  this  ?  A.  That  is  the  general 
■objection  to  mutual  companies. 

Q.  It  is  the  banks  and   the   loan   companies  that   affect   yon   rather  than  the 
association  ?    A.  That  is  true,  so  far  as  that  is  concerned.    You  can  easily  under- 
stand that  there  is  no  capital  at  the  back  of  them  vested  in  trastees. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  WentwortK) : 

Q.  There  is  just  this  difficulty  :  You  have  to  give  a  premium  in  a  mutual  com- 
pany and  you  have  a  distinct  liability  as  long  as  you  are  in  a  mutual  company  ?  A. 
We  only  take  a  man  equal  to  the  amount  paid  in  cash. 

Q.  You  take  a  premium  note  for  the  balance  upon  which  they  are  liable  to  be 
called  ?  A.  If  it  is  one  per  cent,  we  take  a  premium  note  for  one-half,  and  collect 
one-half,  so  that  the  insured  is  never  at  any  one  time  liable  for  an  assessment  of 
&  greater  amount  than  the  amount  of  his  cash  premium. 

Q.  He  has  already  paid  his  cash  premium  ?  A.  I  say  in  addition  to  his  cash 
premium.    In  the  English  mutaals  they  take  five  times. 

Q.  It  is  not  a  question  of  quantity,  but  all  the  same  you  have  a  double  liability? 
A.  Yes  ;    it  is  a  double  liability. 
By  Mr.  Guiilet  : 

Q.  Do  you  confine  your  business  to  Toronto  ?  A.  No,  sir.  Last  year  we  ex- 
tended the  (jueen  City  charter  to  all  over  Ontario.     We  had  our  charter  extended. 

Q.  You  do  business  outside  of  Toronto?  A.  We  do  now.  Before,  when  we 
first  applied  for  a  charter,  we  restricted  it  to  the  county  of  York  until  we  built  up 
our  reserve.     Since  we  have  our  reserve  we  are  extending. 

Q.  Do  you  do  a  pure  mutual  ?  A.  The  Queen  City  is  stock.  We  give  a  portion 
of  our  dividend  to  our  policy  holders  now  that  we  are  in  that  position. 

Q.  You  put  up  your  deposit  and  do  a  provincial  business  ?    A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Guiilet  : 

Q.  Have  you  established  agencies  outside  of  the  county  of  York?  A.  No;  we 
are  trying;  to  do  it  on  the  same  lines  as  the  way  we  commenced,  by  direct  inspection, 
giving  a  benefit. 

Q.  You  have  to  receive  applications  direct,   irrespective  of  agencies   and  can- 
vassers?    A.  Jnst  salaried  officers.     They  go  there. 
By  Mr .  Bain  (  WentwortK)  : 

Q.  You  are  dcing  the  same  business  that  you  have  heretofore  been  doing  in  the 
Millers'  and  Manufacturers'  ?    A.  Yes;  just  so. 
By  Mr.  Wood  {Westmoreland)  ; 

Q.  Are  you  ot  the  firm  of  Scott  &  Walmsley  referred  to  here  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  can  see  that  one  ground  of  your  contention.  The  "ire  Underwriters'  Asso- 
ciation has  this  rule  or  regulation  that  they  prevent  an  agent  from  doing  business 
for  any  company  not  in  the  association  at  the  same  time  he  does  business  for  hia 
own  ?    A,  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  a  sort  of  boycotting  business  ?     A.  Precisely. 

Q.  That  is  a  good  objection.  I  can  hardly  see  the  use  and  force  of  the  other 
objection  that  the  remedy,  the  raising  of  the  rates  by  the  Fire  Underwriters'  Associa- 
tion raising  the  rates  on  mills,  was  the  formation  of  these  manufacturers'  insurance 
companies.     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  has  been  hurt  by  it?     A.  No  person. 

Q.  Except  companies  that  were  in  the  association.  They  have  lost  business? 
A.  True. 

The  Chairman  then  referred  at  some  length  to  underground  insurance,  showing 
how  under  the  higher  rates  a  great  deal  of  the  insurance  went  to  the  United  States. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Wo  have  the  proof  in  the  cases  that  have  come  to  our  notice  that  they  have 
raised  the  prices,  for  instance,  on  the  millers  and  manufaotarers.    Every  change  that 
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has  been  made  has  been  a  general  raising  of  the  prices?     A.  Well,  in  some  instances 
it  has.    You  mean  with  this  tariff  schedule  rating  ? 

Q.  Yes?     A.  It  has  certainly  raised  it. 

Q.  It  is  for  manufactories  of  various  kinds.  It  has  raised  it  all  along  the  line. 
What  has  been  the  general  effect  in  the  cities  and  towns  and  all  over  by  the  chans^es 
that  have  been  made  from  the  first  tariff  of  the  association  ?  For  example,  dwellinfif 
houses  ?  A.  I  think  they  have  reduced  them  in  Ontario  except  in  Toronto.  There 
they  have  kept  them  at  that  high  standard. 

Q.  But  the  mutual  companies  have  been  doing  the  business  outside.  Perhaps  it 
was  they  who  kept  the  rate  down  ?  A.  There  is  no  doubt  that  they  have  studied 
them.  Look  atj  the  rate  made  by  the  Isolated  Eisk  in  1873.  If  that  company  had 
devoted  their  time  to  legitimate  business  instead  of  sending  its  little  bulletins  through 
the  country  decrying  mutual  companies,  they  would  have  been  in  existence  to-day. 
They  sent  them  broadcast  all  over  the  country  attacking  mutual  companies. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  Was  that  the  cause  of  their  failure?     A.  I  think  it  must  have  been.    I  think 
if  they  had  devoted  that  time  to  legitimate  business  they  would  have  been  in  existence 
to-day.    I  know   my  whole   time  is  occupied  looking  after  my  business. 
By  Mr.   Wood  (  Westmoreland') : 

Q.  Are  these  companies  making  a  large  amount  of  money;  that  is  these  com- 
panies that  belong  to  the  association  ?  A.  You  could  not  expect  it.  The  great  diffi- 
culty in  making  money  with  companies  that  are  in  the  association  is  the  way  they 
pay  their  employees  by  commission  and  the  fact  that  there  is  no  discrimination  in 
taking  risks. 

Q.  I  was  not  asking  the  reasons,  I  was  asking  the  fact  ?  A.  I  cannot  tell  until 
I  see  the  returns.     They  have  had  disastrous  fires  in  Montreal. 

Q.  Take  for  the  years  that  returns  are  in  ?  A.  I  think  their  position  has  been 
improved. 

By  the  Chairman ; 

Q.  Notwithstanding  that  business  is  going  to  the  States?    A.  Yes. 
By  Mr,  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 

Q.  Are  they  making  more  than  a  legitimate  profit?  A.I  do  not  think  that 
they  are,  as  they  do  the  business. 

Q.  Is  not  the  real  difficalty  in  these  rates  largely  to  be  attributed  to  the  differ- 
ence in  the  system  upon  which  mutual  companies  do  their  business?  A.  Yes;  en- 
tirely so.  When  I  tell  you  that  these  Ntw  England  companies  brought  it  down  to 
17'1  per  cent,  and  the  average  for  some  years  has  been  only  28. 

Q.  Where  are  tne  cotton  companies  insured?  A.  Nearly  all  in  New  England 
as  are  also  the  paper  mills. 

Q.  Do  any  of  the  companies  have  branches  in  Canada  ?     A.  No. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  Then  you  think  the  effect  sf  this  combination  has  been   to  drive  that  class 
of  business  over  there  ?     A.  To  a  very  great  extent. 
By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 

Q.  How  do  you  make  out  here?  A.  I  gave  an  instance  in  the  letter  which  I 
read  to  you.     The  Eiordan  Paper  Mill  is  one. 

Q,  Could  our  companies  under  any  circumstances,  taking  the  cotton  mill  busi- 
ness for  example,  do  that  business  at  the  rates  they  get  in  the  mutuals  in  the  United 
States  ?  A.  I  think  there  would  be  a  feeling  here  among  our  manufacturers  that 
they  would  pay  an  equitable  rate  and  allow  a  margin.  Many  of  them  woald 
anyway. 

By  the  Chairman :  .  •        /        . 

Q.  I  cannot  see  why  Canadian  companies  cannot  insure  your   building  for  the 
same  amount  as  the  American  companies.     It  is  the  same  risk  ?     (No  answer.) 
By  Mr.  Wood  (Westmoreland)  : 

Q.  What  I  am  coming  at  is  this:  Take  the  cotton  mill,  they  have  a  mutial 
organization,  as  I  understand,  in  the  United  States,  where  they  simply  assess  on  the, 
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different  mille  the  losses  which  occur  in  the  year,  and  in  that  way  they  get  their 
iDSBiance  at  an  exceedingly  low  rate  ?    A.  Just  so. 

Q.  Now  if  I  nnderstood  your  statement  a  little  while  ago,  I  must  say  that  I  quite 
agree  with  you  in  saying  that  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  stouk  companies  to  dO' 
business  at  those  rates  ?     A.  Of  course  they  cannot. 

Q  And  the  reason  that  these  cotton  mills  would  go  to  the  United  States  is 
beoaui-e  it  is  impossible  for  these  companies  to  do  business  at  those  rates  ?  A.  But 
you  must  remember,  coming  back  to  what  I  stated,  that  it  is  the  insured  who  pay 
the  losses  and  expenses.  They  create  the  necessity.  It  is  so  in  every  instance,  no 
matter  whether  you  call  it  stock  or  mutual.  There  is  a  certain  class  of  business  that 
stock  companies  will  always  command  and  they  should  not  be  antagonistic  to 
mutuals.  They  are  fighting  against  the  very  source  on  which  they  depend  for  theii;' 
existence.  Now  here  is  a  case  in  point,  which  1  referred  to  in  my  letter  f Exhibit 
45a):  "Last  week  the  Merritton  Cotton  Mills  Company  placed  $100,000  of  their 
risk  in  American  companies,  810,000  of  which  was  covered  last  year  u^der  your 
'  National '  policy  2(il842,  as  a  great  personal  favor  we  were  able  to  retain  $5,000 
covered  now  by  your  policy." 

Q.  That  is  an  exceptional  circumstance  ?  A.  Yes  ;  but  there  are  a  great  many 
in  a  young  country  like  Canada,  situated  in  the  same  way. 

Q.  But  if  these  stock  companies  on  account  of  the  system  upon  which  they  do 
their  business  cannot  afford  to  do  it  at  those  rates  you  cannot  make  them  ?  A  But 
if  there  were  no  fires  there  would  be  no  companies.  There  is  always  a  certain  class 
■of  business  open  to  them. 

Q.  I  may  say  that  I  agree  with  wjat  this  gentleman  has  said  that  the  cheapest 
principle  of  insurance  is  mutual  ?  A.  It  is  the  only  insurance  that  exists.  It  must 
be  mutual,  no  matter  what  names  yon  call  it  by.  There  is  one  thing  that  I  would 
like  to  draw  yoor  attention'to,  and  that  is  the  great  fire  waste  in  Canada.  I  will  leave 
this  book  with  you  (Exhibit  45m)  for  it  is  the  only  one  I  know  of  in  Canada.  You 
take  the  fire  waste  in  Canada  for  the  ten  years  between  l&TS  and  18H4  and  it 
amounted  to  the  enormous  sum  of  $91,946,336.  Then  you  take  the  year  1884  alone 
and  it  amounted  to  close  upon  $7,000,000,  the  actual  amount  being  $6,900,815. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  How  much  of  that  $91,000,000  was  paid  by  the  insurance  companies  7  A. 
$41,>i02,862.  1  do  not  see  why  we  should  not  have  a  system  of  fire  marshals  appointed 
throughout  Canada  to  look  afier  and  compel  a  certain  amount  of  carefulness.  You 
iave  your  Factory  Act  which  I  believe  compels  a  certain  amount  of  care  in  connec- 
tior  with  machinery.  Judge  Eitchie,  I  think  he  had  some  connection  with  insur- 
ance at  one  time,  and  he  had  this  clause  inserted  in  the  policy : — 

"  Where  insurance  is  upon  buildings  or  their  contents,  for  loss  caused  by  want 
©f  good  and  substantial  brick  or  stone  chimneys ;  or  by  ashes  or  embers  being  deposited 
^with  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  the  insured,  in  wooden  vessels  ;  or  by  stove-t  and 
stovepipes  being,  to  the  knowledge  of  the  insured,  in  an  unsafe  condition  or  impro- 
perly secured." 

Now  that  has  been  accepted,  and  that  gives  an  agent  going  in,  the  power  to 
show  him  that  he  is  violating  his  policy  to  do  so.  Canada,  however,  ought  to  devise 
Bome  measure  in  this  direction,  and  this  Committee  ought  to  take  the  initiative.  I 
think  a  recommendation  Irom  this  Committee  would  have  some  effect.  I  will  draw 
your  attention  to  what  we  have  saved  through  the  Millers'  and  Manufacturers'.  There 
are  cards  of  thanks  that  we  have  received  setting  forth  what  value  our  inspection 
has  been  and  the  suggestion  made.  The  last  one  involving  $50,000  was  saved  by 
Mving  pails  of  water  on  hand  (Exhibit  45«)  and  this  is  important  when  you  consider 
that  it  is  just  so  much  capital  saved. 

By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  ; 

Q.  Are  there  any  advantages  from  this  Association  of  Pire  Underwriters  at  all  T 
A.  There  is  undoubtedly  if  conducted  properly.  1  must  admit  that  it  steadies  rates. 
No  man  in  business  wishes  to  do  business  with  a  company  that  is  losing  money  or 
as  drifting  in  that  direction. 
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Q.  Then  it  is  an  advantage  in  making  certain  regnlations  obliging  cities  to  make 
provision  for  patting  oat  fire  ?    A.  Ttey  do  to  a  certaip  extent. 

Q.  It  is  claimed  by  gentlemen  who  were  here  the  other  d^y,  that  as  a  result  of 
this  united  organization,  they  could  go  to  a  city  and  say :  "  if  yon  will  get  certain 
appliances  to  put  out  fires,  we  will  reduce  your  rates"?  A.  There  is  no  question 
that  they  have  done  good  in  that  direction  ;  but  I  think  the  Government  should  go  a 
step  further.  It  is  the  incipient  fires  that  they  could  take  care  against.  Take  any 
one  of  these  warehouses  here,  and  if  I  were  to  take  you  through  to  inspect  them,  you 
would  be  amazed. 


Gkokge  Hanson,  sworn. 
By  the  Chairman ; 

Q.  What  is  your  name,  occupation,  and  address?  A.  George  Hanson,  Inspector 
for  the  Millers'  and  Manufacturers'  Insurance  Company,  Toronto. 

Q.  What  is  the  Millers'  and  Manufacturers',  a  mutual  or  a  stock  company  ?  A.  It 
is  mutual.     The  business  is  purely  mutual. 

Q.  You  have  stock  ?     A.  Tes  ;  we  have  stock. 

Q.  What  is  that  for  ?     A.  To  give  absolute  security  for  the  insured. 

Q.  What  classes  do  you  specially  insure?  A.  Special  hazards,  factories  of  all 
descriptions,  mills,  foundries,  tanneries,  &c. 

Q.  Have  you  agents  soliciting  business  ?  A.  No,  sir,  all  the  soliciting  is  done  by  me. 

Q.  Applications  are  made,  and  you  go   to   inspect  ?    A.  Tes ;  I  have  the  ap- 
plication  and   make  a  report  which  is  submitted  to  our  board  of  directors,  and  they 
decide  whether  they  will  accept  it  or  reject  it. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  Do  you  go  back  and  re-examine,  and  see  whether  changes  have  been  made  ? 
A.  I  examine  two  or  three  times  a  year  if  possible.  I  keep  up  a  system  of  re- inspec- 
tion all  the  time . 

Q.  You  have  seen  this  Canadian  Fire  Underwriters'  schedule?     A.  Tes. 

Q.  How  does  your  tariff  compare  with  it  ?     A.   It  is  considerably  under. 

Q.  Do  you  think  this  is  an  unworkable  tariff  or  that  it  imposes  too  high  rates  ? 
A.  Undoubtedly.  I  have  known  of  cases  where  the  rate  has  been  jumped  up  50 
per  cent. 

Q.  Since  this  schedule  was  brought  in  ?    A.  Tes ;  recently. 
By  Mr .  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  As  the  result  of  their  examination  ?     A.  Tes ;   by  the  association    inspector. 

Q.  He  considered  the  property  to  be  hazardous?  A.  He  makes  a  report  and 
the  board  makes  a  rate.  . 

Q.  His  would  be  a  similar  inspection  to  yours?  A.  Not  quite.  He  jost  takes 
into  consideration  the  building  and  construction  of  it ;  whether  the  shaltings  are 
running  all  right,  &c. 

By  the  Chairman  ; 

Q.  Tou  take  into  consideration  the  moral  hazard  ?    A.  Tes. 

Q.  This  schedule  we  have  here,  is  there  no  moral  hazard  included  in  it  in   any 

way?    A   No.  o     .    t^t       mi.        •      i 

Q.  There  is  nothing  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  agent?  A.  No.  Ihey  simply 
fix  the  rate  on  the  report  of  the  inspector  and  that  is  given  to  the  agent  of  that 
district,  and  he  simply  gets  that  rate  without  enquiring  any  further  into    the  moral 

hazard.  ,  ^  ,  .  *•      <» 

Q.  Do  you  think  the  moral  hazard  is  an  important  element  in  your  inspection  { 
A.  Yes ;  I  am  very  carefu  1  in  making  enquiries ,  and  even  after  that  our  directors, 
who  are  all  manufacturers  and  merchants  themselves,  very  often  know  more  about 
the  man  than  I  can  possibly  obtain.  .       -v^ 

Q.  As  to  his  methods  of  doing  business  and  standing?  A.  Yes;  and  very 
often  a  risk,  the  moral  hazard  of  which  I  should  consider  good,  they  condemn. 
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By  Mr.  Bain  (  WentwortK)  ; 

Q.  You  enlist  their  aid  and  co-operation,  being  interested  in   having  your  risks 
in  good  shape  ?    A.  Yes. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  working  for  the  Millers'  and  Manufacturers'  Assooia* 
tion?     A.  Three  years;  since  organization. 

Q.  What  has  been  the  result  of  your   examinations  and  recommendations  as  to 
risks?    A.  I  consider  it  has  been   highly  satisfactory.     We   have   had    very  few- 
fires,  and  a  great  number  that  I  have  made  inspection  of  have   been  condemned  on 
the  ground  of  the  moral  hazard  involved,  and  have  been  burned  out. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  say  that  the  directors  sometimes  refuse  to  take  risks  ?  A.  Yes ;  the 
directors  recuse  to  take  risks. 

Q.  And  they  have  since  been  burnt  down  ?    A.  Yea. 
By  Mr.  Quillet  ; 

Q.  In  reterence  to  flour  mills,  the  old  process  mills,  do  you  find  them  in  good 
business  connection  and  doing  well ;  when  you  find  them  in  this  position  do  you  in- 
sure them  at  the  same  rate  as  the  roller  process  mills  ?  A.  We  have  only  two  or 
three  and  the  moral  hazard  is  unquestionable. 

Q.  Do  yon  take  into  consideration  that  a  roller  mill  might  be  established  in  the 
neighborhood  and  take  away  their  business  ?    A.  Yes ;  we  do,  certainly. 

Q.  Would  you  be  at  liberty  to  cancel  their  policies  then  ?  A.  Oh,  yes ;  and  they 
could  cancel  also. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  this  company  has  only  taken  two  or  three?  A.  We  have 
evidence  that  they  are  not  in  the  same  position  as  the  others,  they  are  not  in  as 
advantageous  a  position  now  as  before  the  roller  mills  came  in.  We  have  not  con- 
sidered the  moral  hazard  in  the  stone  mill  as  good  as  the  roller  mill.  I  have  noticed 
lately,  that  there  has  been  a  reaction  in  favor  of  the  old  process  flour.  It  is  not 
general,  but  it  is  a  reaction. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  WentwortK)  : 

Q.  In  that  case  you  think  the  moral  hazard  better?     A.  Yes;  better. 

Q.  Three  year  risks  ?    Are  they  three  year  risks  ?     A.  No ;  only  one. 
By  Mr.  Quillet : 

Q.  You  place  a  three  year  risk  sometimes  ?    A.   Yes. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  The  mutual  rate  for  farms  is  generally  three  years,  but  in  the  manufactories 
where  there  is  much  risk  it  is  only  one.  You  say  that  your  inspection  has  been 
pretty  satisfactory.  Your  care  in  taking  the  moral  hazard  into  account  has  resulted 
in  advantage  to  the  company  and  of  course  to  the  insured  ?     A.  Yes . 

Q.  You  have  to  pay  the  losses  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  About  what  is  your  rate,  say  for  flour  mills  7  A.  For  first  class  flour  mills, 
-what  we  would  consider  a  standard  mill 

•  t  ^'  i'^,^'"®*  ^^^^  ™^*^  whether  stone  or  roller,  a  water  mill  I  mean  ?  A.  Our  rate 
IS  irom  1-75  up  to  2  per  cent;  in  some  cases  a  little  lower. 

Q.  It  would  be  about  an  average  of  1.76?  A.  Yes,  and  in  some  cases  a  little 
lower  than  that.     The  average  would  be  about  1-75.    It  is  really  about  2  per  cent. 

y .  ihe  other  companies  charge  SJ  to  3^  per  cent.  ?  A.  Yes,  and  up  to  5  per  cent, 
on  some  frame  baidings,  that  is  if  the  boiler  house  is  not  perfect.  About  4i  per 
cent,  il  there  is  a  boiler  house. 

Q.  A  steam  flour  mill  minimum  rate  is  2^  per  cent,  for  a  perfect  mill  and  the 
water  power  is  2  per  cent.,  and  there  are  additions  to  be   made  to   that.     The  tariff 

«tt 2°"  ,^  r^V^^'.  experience  proved  that  it  is  sufficient  to  insure  and  pay  all 
expenses  :     A.   les,  sir. 

T,^nJ^i;/"*^f**'T*^'°^*V°'""'"®P*^'^^*^^^g'^enyouarest  in  addition;  the  com- 
pany  has  set  aside  a  rest  ?     A.  Yes.  °         •>  >       « '^"^ 

^     Q,.  That  would  be  an  evidence  that  the  charges  you  make  are  sufficiently  high? 
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Q.  And  consequently  that  the  charges  in  this   tariff  must  he  exorbitant  7     A. 
Yes;  they  do  not  sufficiently  discriminate  between  a  good  and  a  bad  risk. 

Q.  That  is  the  great  difficulty  of  a  good  and  a  bad  risk  being  too  near  together? 
A.  Tes ;  the  good  risk  has  to  pay  for  the  bad  one  in  many  cases. 
By  Mr.  Wood  (Westmoreland)  : 
Q.  Do  yon  insure  lumber  and  saw  mills?    A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  find  any  dissatisfaction   among  those  you  insure  about  your  rates  ? 
A.  About  combination  rates  ? 

Q.  No;  about  your  rates ?    A.  Oh,  most  insurers  want  to  get  as  low  rates  as 
possible. 

Q.  Some  consider  it  too  high  ?     A.  Everyone  thinks  he  has   got  the   best  risk, 
but  they  are  open  to  conviction  and  we  got  along  very  pleasantly.    The  cases  where 
there  is  any  dissatisfaction  are  very  few  indeed. 
By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  Yon  take  premium  notes  and  cash  payments  too  ?    A.  Yes. 
Q.  You  charge  If  per  cent.  7    A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  then  you  take  a  note  for  If  per  cent,  more?    A.  Yes ;  we  collect  60  per 
cent,  of  the  note. 

Q.  You  take  a  note  for  3  J  per  cent  ?    A.  Yes ;  and  collect  one  half  of  it. 
Q.  Have  you  had  to  collect  more  than  one  half?    A.  No ;  we  have  returned  re- 
bates, giving  a  portion  of  that  back  again. 
By  Mr.  Bam  ( Wentworth)  : 
Q.  You  have  made  no  assessment  in  three  years  ?    A.  No. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  The  cash  you  received  is  sufficient  to  pay  your  losses  7  A.  Yes  ;  I  might  say 
that  our  average  rate  on  first-olass  stone  mills  with  boiler  house  separated  entirely 
from  the  main  building,  and  with  water  power,  would  be  about  2  percent.,  but  ther& 
are  places  where  the  appliances  are  extraordinarily  good  and  we  might  take  lower 
than  that — r85  or  1*75  per  cent. 

Q.  A  steam  flour  mill  ?    A.  No ;  water  mill. 

Q.  1-15  for  a  water  mill  7  A.  Yes ;  but  the  average  would  be  about  two  per 
cent,  all  round.  Where  the  boiler  house  is  away  from  the  mill,  and  there  is  no  con- 
nection between  the  mill,  we  would  lower  the  rate.  Where  the  boiler  house  is  20  or 
30  feet  away  we  would  lower  it. 

By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  Then  you  do  business  at  1-76,  and  you  get  a  premium   note  and  collect   it 
afterwards?    A.   Yes. 

By  the  Chairman ;  ■     ■    .-.    -rr   j 

Q.  Has  no  intimidation  been  used  towards  you  by  these  companies  in  the  Under- 
writers' Association  7    A.  Yes.  .  i        .    i 

Q  State  what  it  was  ?  A.  Well,  for  example,  where  we  cannot  carry  the  whole 
of  the  insurance  on  a  large  establishment,  other  companies,  through  their  agents, 
have  refused,  and  have  threatened  not  to  carry  the  balance  of  the  insurance  if  they 
found  that  they  were  sharing  the  business  with  us. 

By  Mr.  Bain  ( Wentworth) :  ...  ■   r 

Q.  What  is  your  limit  7  A.  Our  limit  on  first-class  risks  by  re-insurance,  is  from 
$30,000  to  $40,000,  but  that  limit  without  re-insurance  is  $5,000. 

By  the  Chairman:  ,    ,      t,.       tt  j         -i      » 

Q.  This  re-insurance  then  is  not  with  any  members  of  the  Fire  Underwriters 
Association.     A.  It  is  outside  of  this  combination. 

Q.  With  companies  doing  business  in  Canada?    A.  Yes. 

By  the  Chairman  :  .,.■,...     v, 

Q  You  have  found  that  they  used  intimidation  with  the  insured  parties  by  say- 
ing to  them  "  you  will  either  have  to  get  out  of  that  or  get  out  of  ©urs  "  ?  A.  Yes; 
acme  of  the  most  respectable  firms.  „     ,     ..       .     •      ^i.    ,    +  +i,       „„„^a 

Q.  And  has  that  come  under  your  notice  7     A.  Yes ;  during  the  last  three  years. 
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By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 
Q.  Have  you  lost  any  businesB  by  that  means  7    A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  the  insured  parties  have  lost  money?  A.  Tes.  That  could  be  verlfiec 
as  often  as  you  wished,  if  it  was  necessary. 

Q.  You  can  give  statements  of  the  instances  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.   Would  ii  be  judicious  to  ask  ?    A.  No,  sir,  it  was  in  confidence. 

By  Mr.  Quillet: 

Q.  You  lost  these  risks  and  they  were  taken  by  another  company,  and  thej 
suffered  by  taking  them?     A.  They  lost  money  by  not  insuring  with  us. 

The  Chaieman — He  offered  to  do  it  at  one  and  three  quarters  and  the  othei 
charged  two  and  three  quarters. 

Q.  If  you  take  a  risk  of  $30,000  or  $40,000  and  reinsure,  will  you  get  it  done  a1 
the  same  rates  ?    A.  Yes  ;  at  the  same  rates.     They  take  our  rates. 

Q.  Even  not  in  the  combination?     A.  Yes,  not  in  the  combination. 

Q.  Did  you  e7er  get  it  doue  at  the  same  rates  in  the  combination  ?  A.  No,  sir, 
we  do  not  reinsure  with  them  at  all. 

Q.  And  that  has  interfered  materially  with  your  business.   A.  Very  materially, 

Q.  Do  you  find  that  has  acted  now,  as  it  was  ?  A.  Not  quite,  because  in  man^i 
oases  that  has  been  sufficient  to  make  them  come  to  us,  in  some  cases  where  we  have 
only  taken  a  portion  of  insurance  I  have  had  to  make  an  agreement  that  if  the  othei 
companies  will  not  re-insure,  and  they  are  unable  to  place  the  balance  with  the  com 
bination  companies,  that  we  would  take  it.  We  would  help  them  out  of  the  difficulty 
where  they  didn't  wish  to  place  it  all  in  one  policy. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  had  any  trouble  with  companies  for  not  re-insuring  them  "i 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q,  How  have  they  always  met  their  obligations  to  you  ?     A.  Promptly. 

By  Mr.  Guillet  : 

Q.  These  factories  desire  to  insure  with  you  at  your  rates,  and  you  were  com^ 
pelled  to  insure  with  other  companies  you  say ;  would  that  be  because  those  oompanief 
had  mortgages  with  loan  societies,  who  have  special  rules  forbidding  insurance  witb 
mutuals  ?  A.  Well,  in  some  cases,  but  latterly  our  policies  have  been  accepted  by 
almost  all  of  the  loan  societies  and  a  considerable  number  of  banks,  but  in  cases 
where  the  president  of  a  loan  society  or  the  agent  of  a  loan  society  or  a  bank  officia 
has  the  agency  of  another  company,  of  course  he  would  object  to  us . 

Q.  I  do  not  understand  why  any  factory  would  obtain  a  much  higher  rate  thar 
he  could  obtain  good  insurance  from  you,  without  some  pressure  on  the  part  of  th( 
loan  company  ?    A.  Well,  some  people  don't  believe  in  mutual  companies  at  all. 

Q.  Possibly  the  pressure  was  such  or   the   persuasion  brought  to  bear  upon  th( 
insured  would  induce  them  to  take  higher  rates  ?     A.  Quite  so. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (^Wentworth)  : 

Q.  On  a  $30,000  or  $40,000  policy,  you  would  have  to  replace  so  much  of  it ' 
A.    Yes. 

By  Mr.  Guillet : 

Q.  Stock  companies  will  take  larger  amounts.  For  instance,  they  individualjj 
take  larger  risks  ?  A.  I  do  not  think  individually  they  take  any  more.  There  an 
not  many  individual  stock  companies,  tariff  companies,  that  take  more  than  $6,000  oi 
a  manufacturing  risk. 

By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  They  divide  it  up  just  as  well  as  you  ?  A.  One  company  may  take  $25,Q0( 
and  re-insure  the  same  as  we  do. 

Q.  Can  you  give  us  an  example  of  this  intimidation  ?  A.  Well,  I  would  not  liki 
to  without  consulting  the  parties,  both  east  and  west  of  iToronto,  that  has  oocurre( 
from  time  to  time, 

Q.  In  many  instances  ?    A.  Yes  ;  many  instances. 

Q.  Recently  ?    A.  Well,  not  very  recently. 
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By  Mr.  Bain  (  WentwortK)  : 
Q,  Is  that  not  where  you  were   cutting  into  their  business  or  where  you  were 
simply  taking  your  own  lino  of  86,000  ?     What  were  the  circnmstances  eairoanding 
these  oases  generally  ?     A.  It  would  not  matter  whether  it  was  5  or  20. 

Q.  You  were  taking  the  whole  amount  of  their  insurance  ?      A.  Only  a  portioiK 
of  it. 

Q,  Taking  it  at  lower  rates  ?     A.   Yes  ;  at  lower  rates. 

By  Mr.  Ouillet  : 
Q.  In  the  case  of  a  mannfactnrer  who  wanted  to  put  an  additional  $5,000  abova 
what  he  had  in  these  companies,  and  you  took  it,   would  this  Underwriters'  Associa- 
tion notify  him,  the  manufacturer,  that  the  others  would  withdraw  the  risk  ?    A. 
They  might  do  it. 

Q.  They  haven't  done  so  in  any  case  ?     A.  I  haven't  heard  of  any  case  of  that 
kind. 

Mr.  Bain — It  was  only  where  they  are  cutting  in  taking  larger  amounts. 

By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 
Q.  Has  there  ever  been   a  case  such  as  this  ?     A.  Not  where  iusurance  has  been 
put  on  and  an  addition    of  $5,000  or  $10,000.     I  doa't  know  that   has    been  done.     I 
don't  think  that  there  has  been  such  a   circumstance,  I  cannot  call  to  mind  any  case. 
Q.  Has  there  been  a  case  where  you  have   offered  to  take  $6,000  renewal  policy 
instead  of  one  that  was  in  some  of  thase  companies,  aud  the  result  was  that  they  can- 
celled the  policy  or  told  the  persons  that   they  would  cancel  it  ?     A.   The  statement 
has  been  made  t«  me  by  the   insured  that  they  have  been   threatened  with  that  from 
head- quarters,  through  the  agent  of  the  town  or  village. 
By  Mr.  Gvillet : 
Q.  Have  you  lost  a  policy    in  such  a  case  ?     A.  Yes.     There  is    one  case  where 
we  negotiated  for  a  certain  amount,   where  we  could  take  some  $75,000  and  I  didn't 
get  it.     I  asked  why,  and  he  told  me  that  the  agent  had  threatened  to  deprive  him  of 
the  protection  of  all  the  combination,  if  they  gave  us  6,000  or  10,000  or  any  amount. 
Q.  That  is  a  case  in  point?     A.  That  is   a  case  in  point  and    they  wrote  slating 
that  they  were  prepared  to  take  the  $75,000  that  I  had  been  promised. 

Q.  Do  you  know  an  instance  of  a  company  after  you  had  insured  a  property  with- 
drawing and  cancelling  their  policy  ?  Have   you  any  instance   of  that    kind  ?     A.  I 
cannot  give  you  a  particular  instance.     The  threat  has  been  made.     1  cannot  say  that 
it  has  been  carried"  out.     I  know  that  we  have  lost  business. 
Q.  Can  you  tell  us  where  you  lost  business? 

By  Mr.  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  : 
Q.  How  long  ago  ?     A.  Well,  this  one  particular  instance  of  the  large  amount  is 
about  two  years  ago,  not  more  than  that.     The  threat  has  been  repeated  since. 

By  the  Chairman :  „     .    m,    ^     ^      ^     ii_ 

Q.  In  the  same  case  ?  That  refers  to  the  same  pei-son  ?    A.  That  refers  to  others 

iri  the  same  town.  o     \    v 

Q    At  a  recent  date.  You  have  heard  it  repeated   at  a  recent   time  {    A.  Yes ; 
"and  1  have  had  to   make  an  agreement   with  them  to   place  the  balance  with  other- 
companies.     That  I  would  help  thom  out  of  the  diffioulty. 
Q.  Have  you  looked  for  these  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  are  they  ?     A.  Spink  Bros.  ,     tt  ^         •.      .*    •«• 

Q.  They  have  been  rated  by  this  tariff.  We  have  here  the  Underwriters  taritt  7 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  is  the  rate  for  Spinks'  mill  7 

Me.  Soott— a.  On  Spinks'  mill  the  rate  would  be  $  -{.55. 

Q.  What  do  you  call  the  present  rate,  is  that  the  underwriters'  tariff?  A.  yes; 
that  shows  that  the  schedule  fate  has  increased. 

Mr  Soott.— On  the  schedule  rating  the  Spink  mill  was  placed  at  $8.55,  whereas 
the  exact  rate  was  $2.15,  making  an  increase  of  80  cents  per  $100.  The  McLaughlin 
and  Moore  mill,  the  schedule  rating  made  it  $3.75,  while  the.  exact  rate  was  d  per 
cent,  making  an  increase  there  of  75  cents.     On   the  Howland  mill,  Thorold,  the 
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Bobedule  rating  was  $3.40,  and  the  present  exacted  rate  is  $2.75,  making  an  increase 
of  eS  cents  per  8100. 

Q.  Spinkd'  mill  and  the  Howland  mill  are  water  mills,  and  the  McLaughlin  and 
Moore  mills  are  steam?     A.  Tee. 

The  Committee  adjoarned. 


House  of  Commons,  Ottawa,  8th  May,  1888. 

The  Committee  on  Alleged  Trade  and  Insurance  Combinations  met  this  morning, 
Mr.  Wallace  in  the  chair. 

William  Young,  Chief  of  the  Ottawa  Pire  Brigade,  sworn. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  How  does  the  fire  protection  this  year  compare  with  four  or  five  years  ago  t 
A.  It  is  better  now  than  then. 

Q.  In  what  way  ?  A.  We  have  increased  our  numbers  in  the  force,  and  we  have 
increased  our  appliances. 

Q.  You  have  increased  the  number  of  men  of  the  fire  brigade  7    A.  Yes, 
Q.  What  increase  ?    A.  17  to  32,  nearly  double. 

Q.  And  in  what  other  way  have  you  increased  it  ?  A.  We  have  two  more  reels; 
we  had  four  and  now  we  have  six, 

Q,  The  area  of  the  city  is  a  little  extended?  A.  Yes;  a  little.  We  have  also 
an  extension  ladder  of  75  feet,  which  we  can  raise  to  the  top  of  the  highest  building. 
Q.  And  is  your  brigade  in  a  pretty  eflScient  state  ?  A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  What  about  the  losses  for  a  series  of  years.  Have  you  a  record  of  the  losses  ^ 
A.  Yes;  we  keep  a  record  as  far  as  we  can  ascertain.  Here  it  is  from  1877  to  1887. 
Q.  1  see  that  the  number  of  alarms  and  the  losses  are  as  follows : — 

Date.  No.  of  Fires.       Losaea.  Insurance. 

1877 120  $24,275  $105,900 

1878 119  19,107  167,880 

1879 104  15,586  124,050 

1*580 96  27,473  131,ti80 

1881 108  11,482  65,000 

1882 98  13,488  140,630 

1883 117  25,098  88,076 

]»84 Ill  10,939  32,000 

1886 99  16,466  72,315 

1886 125  36,454  194,250 

1887 141  88,661  182,476 

I  see  the  losses  last  year  were  far  ahead  of  any  previous  year.  How  do  you 
account  for  that  ?  A.  Five  of  those  fires  were  large  buildings  and  lumber  yards  and 
mills,  and  things  of  that  kind.  In  January  last  we  had  a  fire  in  the  Canadian  Insti- 
tute, the  loss  being  $12,000;  in  March  Mr.  W.  W.  Brown's  place  took  fire,  the  loss 
being  $6,500  on  goods  and  buildings;  in  April  wo  had  a  fire  at  Messrs.  Perley  & 
Pattee's  mill,  the  loss  being  $15,000  (that  is,  their  lathing  mill);  in  July  there  was 
a  fire  in  the  Davis  block  in  Eideau  street,  the  loss  being  $6,600  between  buildings 
and  stock,  and  in  Woodburn's,  the  loss  being  $7,300  on  stock  principally,  and  in 
September  there  was  a  fire  in  Murray  Street,  Mr.  Lamarche  and  six  others  suffering 
to  the  extent  of  $10,000.     That  makes  a  loss  of  $57,300  in  six  fires. 

Q.  Then  you  think  your  security  in  the  city  is  greater  than  it  was  five  or  six 
years  ago  before  the  Pire  Underwriters'  Association  was  established  ?  A.  I  think 
80.  I  am  pretty  sure  it  is.  We  have  more  appliances  and  more  men,  and  the  water 
supply  is  fully  equal  to  what  it  was. 

Q.  Have  you  strengthened  your  water  power  in  any  way,  increased  the  power  ? 
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Q.  Have  yon  ample  power  for  fire  purposes?  A.  Yes.  The  fact  is  we  have 
used  nothing  bat  our  water  power  yet  except  outside  the  limits.  The  Union  has 
^en  used  once  or  twice  over  at  the  mills,  but  they  could  have  done  as  well  over 
there  without  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  rates  of  insurance  you  pay  now  ?  A.  We  are  as  low  as 
^ny  other  city  in  Canada. 

Q.  Tou  are  in  class  A  ?     A.  Yes,  they  say  so. 

Q.  Have  you  always  been  in  class  A  ?  A,  Previous  to  the  year  before  last  we 
were  in  class  B.     I  tMnk  they  classed  us  in  B  once, 

Q.  Being  in  class  B  before  and  class  A  now,  the  rate  of  insurance  ought  to  have 
lessened  ?     A.  Yes.    They  lessened  the  rates  on  lumber  I  know  last  year. 


John  FBRausON,  Manager  of  the  Grand  Opera  House,  Ottawa,  sworn. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  You  have  heard  tne  evidence  of  Chief  Young  about  the  increased  fire  protec- 
tion in  Ottawa  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  have  buildings  in  various  parts  of  the  city.     A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  have  an  Opera  House  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  Have  you  any  record  of  the  insurance  that  you  paid  some  years  ago  and 
what  you  are  paying  to-day  ?    A.  Yes,  I  have  on  the  Opera  House. 

Q.  Is  the  Opera  House  in  about  as  safe  a  condition  as  regards  fire  as  it  was? 
A.  Yes,  just  the  same.     There  are  some  of  my  policies. 

Q.  I  see  that  in  1882,  from  the  2bth  March,  1881,  to  the  29th  March,  1882,  yon 
paid  $90  premium  for  a  policy  of  $3,000  for  one  year  ?  A.  Yes.  That  is  3  per  cent., 
but  in  r::H4  it  was  raised  to  5  per  cent. 

Q.  I  see  also  that  for  a  $2,000  policy  you  paid  $50  premium,  2J  per  cent,,  in  the 
Standard  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Hamilton,  in  1879.  At  the  same  time  you  had 
this  3  per  cent,  in  the  Eoyal,  you  had  this  2  J  per  cent,  in  the  Standard  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  This  rate  at  which  you  insured  in  1879  continued  for  several  years  ?  A.  Up 
to  1884.    Since  18t:'4  it  has  been  raised. 

Q.  Well,  then,  this  is  1888.  I  see  you  pay  $150  premium  for  a  policy  of  $3,000. 
This  is  the  same  building,  and  the  policy  is  dated  29th  March,  1888,  for  one  year. 
This  is  the  Eoyal  Company  and  they  are  charging  yoa  5  per  cent  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  since  then  the  city  has  been  changed  from  class  B  to  class  A.  A.  Yes. 
It  was  in  1884  when  they  made  the  raise. 

Q.  They  raised  it  from  3  per  cent,  straight  to  5  per  cent.    A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  do  yoa  say  they  raised  it  ?    A.  In  1884. 
By  Mr,  Wood  (  Westmoreland)  ; 

Q.  Did  they  give  you  any  reason  for  raising  it?  A.  Well,  they  gave  me  no 
reason. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  ask  them  why?  A.  Well,  before  the  combination,  I  was  in- 
sured in  the  Citizens'  and  in  the  Standard,  the  rate  in  the  latter  being  2^  per  cent., 
and  after  the  combination  they  would  not  take  it  at  any  other  rate  than  the  5  per 
cent.,  and  I  had  to  take  it  from  the  Citizens'  and  Standard  and  give  it  to  the  Lanca- 
shire and  Eoyal. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Q.  All  the  companies  charge  you  the  same  rate  ?    A.  Yes;   they  do  now. 

Q.  Naturally,  then,  you  would  insure  in  what  kind  of  a  company?  A.  The 
strongest  company  when  I  had  to  pay  the  same  rate.  I  would  be  content  to  run  a 
certain  risk  if  I  could  get  it  for  less. 

Q.  In  what  companies  do  you  insure  now?    A.   In  the  Eoyal  and  Lancashire. 

Q.  These  are  both  English  companies.  The  effect  is  to  drive  the  business  from 
the  Canadian  companies  into  the  English  companies  when  there  is  a  uniform  rate  ? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  your  experience  with  the  Opera  House  is  that  they  raised  your  rates. 
Now  is  it  less  safe  or  secure  or  is  there  more  danger  of  fire  in  1:888  than   there  Tf** 
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in  1882  or  1883?     A.  JSiot  so  much,  because  I  have  facilities   for   putting   out  fire 
Buch  as  fire  hose,  &c. 

Q.  That  you  had  not  then  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  which  makes  it  still  more  secure  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  they  have  raised  the  prices  on  you  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  have  other  property  in  Ottawa  ?    A .  Yes. 

Q.  How  about  the  rate  ol  insurance  on  your  other  property  ?  A.  That  is  aboi 
the  same. 

By  Mr.  (hiillet : 

Q.  There  is  no  advance?    A.  No,  sir. 
By  Mr.  Bain  (  Wentworth)  : 

Q.  But  it  is  not  any  lower  ?  A.  I  do  not  think  so.  In  looking  over  my  reoeip 
to-day  I  found  it  is  about  the  same  rate.  Three-fourths  of  one  per  cent,  for  building 
for  three  years. 

Q.  That  is  for  private  dwellings  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  They  are  more  or  less  isolated  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  the  Ohairman ; 

Q.  The  rate  is  three-fourths  ol  one  per  cent,  for  three  years  ?     A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Ouillef : 

Q,  These  isolated  dwellings  are  not  in  the  combination  but  are  in  mutu! 
companies?    A.  No,  the  Queen's. 

Q,  The  Queen  City  of  Toronto  ?  A.  The  Queen's  is  an  English  company.  Th 
combination  has  the  effect  of  freezing  out  the  weaker  companies. 


Patbick  Kelly,  sworn. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  Will  you  give  the  Committee  your  name,  occupation  and  address?  A 
Patrick  Kelly,  Blyth,  Ont.  ;  occupation,  miller. 

Q.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  about  insurance  from  these  two  witnesses.  Yo 
are  a  miller — a  flour  miller  ?    A.  Yes. 

Q.  Are  you  aware  of  the  existence  of  the  Fire  Underwriters'  Association  ?  A 
Tes ;  I  am  aware  of  that  combination. 

Q.  Of  it  being  formed  some  years  ago  ?     A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  did  it  affect  your  flour  mill  insurance  ?  A.  For  years  before  that  we  wer 

ftaying  in  the  Western  8i!. 25  and  we  got  it  down  to  2  per  cent,  on  the  brick  mil 
t  is  what  you  would  call  a  number  one  class. 

Q.  Water  mill  or  steam  ?  A.  Steam.  As  soon  as  the  combination  got  int 
operation  they  raised  it  to  $3.26. 

Q.  That  is  some  five  or  six  years  ago  ?  A.  It  is  five  or  six  years  ago  ;  I  do  nc 
remember  the  exact  date.     I  did  not  come  here  to  give  evidence  of  this  character. 

Q.  Did  you  acquiesce  in  that  ?  A.  No  ;  I  did  not  acquiesce  in  that.  The  fac 
of  the  matter  is  we  had  to  quit.  It  was  more  than  a  rent.  We  did  not  withdraw  th 
whole  of  our  insurance  from  these  companies  but  we  went  into  another  stock  an 
mutual.  We  drew  a  large  portion  out  and  went  into  some  mutuals.  There  wer 
some  mutuals  outside  of  this  arrangement. 

Q.  They  had  been  started  up  since?  A.  Yes;  and  then  there  was  what  i 
known  as  the  Millers'  and  Manufacturers'  Association.  We  are  in  that  some  $5,001 
We  had  to  get  into  it  to  get  out  of  this  extra  heavy  insurance. 

Q.  Are  they  charging  you  as  high  as  that  in  the  regular  stock  companies  ?    A 

We  are  out  of  the  stock  companies  now.     They  charged  us  within  a  quarter  of  tht 

but  they  agreed  latterly  to  take  it  at  3  per  cent.     We  would  not  touch  it  at  that  bu 

divided  our  insurance  among  the  Millers'  and  Manufacturers'  and  mutual  companiee 

By  Mr.  Wood  (^Westmoreland)  :  ' 

Q.  What  does  it  cost  you  there  ?  A.  About  2  to  2-25,  but  we  have  had  abot 
10  per  cent,  remitted,  which  is  equivalent  to  about  2  per  cent. ;  and  the  general  rat 
of  the  other  mutuals  is  about  2,  too.  All  round,  it  costs  about  2  per  cent,  for  thi 
class  of  mill,  which  is  a  number  one  steam  flour  mill. 
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EXHIBIT  1. 

Corrected  to  lOth  January,  1888. 

DOMimON  WHOLESALE  GEOCEES'  GUILD,  SBCEBTAET'S  OFFigB. 

SUGAR  AGREEMENT. 

Hames  of  Subscribers. 


Toronto— 

Eby,  Blain  &  Co. 
Perkins,  Inoe  &  Co. 
Davidson  &  Hay. 
Warren  Bros.  &  Boomer. 
Sloan  &  Mason. 
Eckardt,  Kyle  &  Co. 
F.  Smith  &  Co. 

E.  &  T.  Watson. 

F.  Kieran  &  Co. 
Smith  &  Keis;hley. 
J.  W.  Lang  &  Co. 
Thos.  Kinnear  &  Co. 
E.  Dunbari 

Christie,  Brown  &  Co. 
Eobertson  Bros. 

Hamilton — 

John  Stuart,  Son  &  Co.  (Limited) j 

Wm.  H.  Gillard  &  Co. 

Jas.  Turner  &  Co. 

Lucas,  Park  &  Co. 

A.  Harvey  &  Co. 

Macpherson,  Glassco  &  Co . 

Lumsden  Bros. 

Brown,  Balfour  &  Co. 

Stuart  Bros. 
London — 

D.  S.  Perrin  &  Co. 

Ed.  Adams  &Co. 

M.  Masuret  &  Co. 

T.  B.  Escott&Co. 

A.  M.  Smith  &  Co. 

Elliott  Bros. 

McCormick  Manufacturing  Co. 

John  Scandrett. 
Brantford — 

(ieo.  Watt  &  Sons. 

A.  Watts  &  Co. 

Geo.  Foster. 
Berlin — 

Eandall  &  EooSi 
Sarnia — 

T.  Kenny  &  Co. 


Montreal — 

Tees,  Wilson  &  Co. 

Caverhill,  Hughes  &  Co. 

George  Chi  Ids  &  Co. 

Lockerby  Bros. 

Eanson,  Forbes  &  Eegan. 

Hadon,  Hebert  &  Ciei 

David  Gratoford. 

Tarner,  Eose  &  Co. 

L.  Chaput,  Pils  &  Cie. 

Kinloch,  Lindsay  &  Co, 

W.  E  Eoss  &  Co. 

Wm.  Donahue  &  Co. 

Ward,  Carter  &  Co. 

Lightbound,  Ealston  &  Co. 

Tiffin  Bros. 

Charles  Lecaille  &  Cie. 

N.  Quintal  &Fils. 

Hudon  &  Orsali. 

Gaucher  &  Tellmosse, 

P.  Grace  &  Co. 

A.  Cusson  &  Fils. 

Peter  Rowan  &  Go. 

A.  Eobitaille  &  Cie. 

M.  Gariepy  &  Gie . 

Beauchamp,  Pigeon  &  Cie* 

John  Shelly  &  Go. 

D.  C.  BrosBeau. 

Jos.  Corbeil. 

A,  Corbeil. 

J.  0.  Villeneuve  &  Co. 

Dufresne  &  Mongenais. 

J.  C.  Marchand  &  Co. 

J.  H.  Semple. 

J.  D.  Adams  &  Go. 

H.  Laporte. 

Doyle  &  Anderson. 

J.  B.  Mullen  &  Co. 

The  Lang  Manufacturing  Co. 

J.  W.  Tester  &  Co. 

Thomas  Lamb. 

Viau  &  Prore. 

Walter  Paul. 
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Quebec — 

John  Eoss  &  Co. 

Whitehead  &  Turner. 

T.  LeDroit. 

Thomson,  Codville  &  Co. 

N.  Turcotte. 

Langlois  &  Paradis. 
Ottawa — 

C.  T.  Bate  &  Co. 

-P.  Baskerville  &  Bro. 

H.  H.  Brennan. 

Scott  dk  Bains/or d. 
Brockville — 

T.  Gilmour  &  Co. 


Kingston — 

Geo.  Eobertson  &  Son. 

A.  Gunn  &  Co. 

Fenwick,  Hendry  &  Co. 

J.  A.  Hendry  &  Bro. 

Jas.  Browne  &  Co. 

E.  Carson. 

W.  E.  MoEae  &  Co. 
Belleville — 

Pitceathly  &  Kelso. 

Wallbridge  &  Clark. 
Trenton — 

S.  S.  Young. 

EDGAE  A.  WILLS,  Secretary. 


i-a  ^.^y^-—^^^  nameg  printed  in  italics  were  originally  subscribers  to  "  Tiie  Suirar  Agreement  " 
CKxhibit  4)  but  who  were  aubseqiiently  struck  from  off  the  list  by  orders  of  the  Guild,  and 
thereby  excluded  from  the  more  farored  terms  of  purchase  granted  to  members  of  the  Guild,  at  the 
Kefmenes. 


EXHIBIT  2. 
MONTEBAL  BOAED  OP  TEADE. 

(Wholesale  Grooees'  Association.) 

Montreal,  24th  February,  1888. 

Dear  Sir, — Until  further  notice  the  limited  selling  price   on  all   graded   whita 
sugars  will  be  as  follows : — 

Extra  granulated — 15  barrels  and  over  in  one  sale 7f 

do  do  Under  16   barrels 1^ 

Extra  ground — 15  barrels  and  over  in  one  sale gf 

do        do        Under  15   barrels 8J 

do        do        Boxes  (3  boxes  to  count  as  1  barrel) 8£ 

Powdered — 15  barrels  and  over  in  one  sale 1^ 

do  Under  15  barrels "Zf 

Grocers'  A — 15  barrels  and  over  in  one  sale None. 

do      do     Under  15  barrels None. 

Confectioners'  A — 15  barrels  and  over  in  one  sale None. 

do  do       Under  15   barrels None. 

St.  Lawrence  A  No.  1 — 15  barrels  and  over  in  one  sale None. 

do  do        do       Under  15  barrels None. 

do  do  No.  2 — 15  barrels  and  over  in  one  sale. ..  .None, 
do  do        do       Under  15  barrels None. 

Cut  cubes  or  Paris  lumps — 15  barrels  and  over  in  one  sale...       1^ 

do  do  do        Under  15  barrels 7f 

do  do  do        Half   barrel 7|^l 

do  do  do        Boxes  (3  boxes  to  count  as  1  brl.)       8 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  truly, 

GEO.  HADEILL,  Secretary. 
Sales  to  merchants  in  the  city  of  Montreal,  west  of  Montreal  as  far  as  Coteau.  and 
south  of  the  Eiver  St.  Lawrence,  ^c.  per  lb.  less. 

The  above  were  the  prices  to  members  of  the  association  on  data   specified  for 
the  following  week.  *^  ' 
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EXHIBIT  3, 
WHOLESALE  GROCERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

Office  Board  of  Trade,  Montre4l,  2nd  March,  1888. 

Dear  Sir, — Until  further  notice  the  limited  selling  price  on  all  graded  whits 
isngars  will  be  as  follows : — 

Extra  granulated — 15  barrels  and  over  in  one  sale "7^ 

do  Under  16  barrels 7| 

Extra  ground — 15  barrels  and  over  in  one  sale 8f 

do  Under  15  barrels 8| 

do  Boxes  (3  boxes  to  count  as  one  barrel) 8f 

Powdered — 15  barrels  and  over  in  one  sale 7J 

do  Under  15  barrels 7| 

Grocers'  A — 15  barrels  and  over  in  one  sale None. 

do  Under  15  barrels None. 

Confectioners'  A — 16  barrels  and  over  in  one  sale None. 

do  Under  15  barrels None. 

St.  Lawrence  A  No.  1 — 15  barrels  and  over  in  one  sale None. 

do  do         Under  16  barrels None. 

do         A  No.  2 — 15  barrels  and  over  in  one  sale None. 

do  do         Under  15  barrels None. 

Cat  cubes  or  Paris  lumps — 15  barrels  and  over  in  one  sale....       7f 

do  do  Under  15  barrels. 7|- 

do  do  Half  barrel 7}| 

do  do  Boxes  (3  boxestocountasl  barrel)       8 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  truly, 

GEO.  HADEILL,  Secretary. 

Sales  to  merchants  in  the  city  of  Montreal,  west  of  Montreal  as  far  as  Ooteau, 
and  south  of  the  River  St.  Lawrence,  ^  cant  per  pound  less. 

The  above  were  prices  to  members  of  the  association  on  date  specified,  for  the 
following  week. 


EXHIBIT  4. 
SUGAR  AGREEMENT. 

1.  We,  the  subscribers  to  this  agreement,  hereby  covenant  and  agree  for  our- 
selves and  with  each  other  to  faithfully  and  honorably  perform  and  carry  out  the 
terms  and  conditions  hereinafter  set  forth  for  the  regulation  and  sale  of  all  graded 
sugars  such  as  ground,  extra  ground,  Paris  lumps,  cut  loaf,  grocers'  A,  standard  A. 
and  granulated  sugars. 

2.  Scale  of  minimum  advance  to  be  as  follows: — 

Under  15  brls |°-  P^"",.""- 

15  brls.  and  over  in  one  sale - •  fo- 

This  scale  of  advance  to  apply  to  each  grade  separately  of  the  above  specified  sugars, 
viz.  :  all  graded  sugars,  such  as  ground,  extra  ground,  Paris  lump,  cat  loat,  grocera 
A,  standard  A  and  granulated   sugars;  (three   boxes  Paris  lamp  to  count  as  one 

^'"^S".  (a.-)  Scale  of  advance  to  be  based  upon  refiners'  prices  in  Montreal  said 
prices  to  be  arranged  by  the  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  Montreal  Giild,  or 
such  other  person  or  persona  as  may  hereafter  be  authorized  for  the  purpose  by  the 
Dominion  Guild,  with  the  refiners  on  Saturday  morning  of  each  week,  and  to  be 
communicated  by  telegraph  by  them  at  guild'sj  expanse  to  the  secretaries  ot  tue 
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different  local  gnilds,  -whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  give  the  information  promptly  to 
each  party  to  this  agreement,  within  their  respective  territories,  which  on  that  day, 
with  the  advance  as  per  agreement,  shall  be  the  selling  price  for  the  ensuing  week, 
commencing  on  that  morning,  unless  there  should  be  change  in  value  during  the 
week,  of  which  due  notice  would  be  given,  and  in  cases  where  the  travellers  have 
not  been  advised  of  the  price  before,  orders  to  be  taken  at  open  prices  to  be  charged 
and  invoiced  at  prices  established  and  ruling  at  the  time. 

(6.)  Off  brands  may  be  offered  only  as  such,  and  at  prices  not  more  than  one- 
eight  cent  per  lb.  less  than  best  brands. 

4.  Guild  Teems  : — Namely,  60  days,  or  1 J  per  cent,  for  cash  paid  within  15 
days,  or  1  per  cent,  within  30  days. 

5.  No  net  cash  prices  to  be  quoted. 

6.  Scale  of  advance  not  to  apply  to  transactions  between  parties  to  this  agree- 
ment, who  are  to  be  allowed  to  sell  to  each  other  on  such  terms  as  may  be  agreed 
upon. 

7.  Sales  of  sugars  must  not  in  any  case  be  dated  later  than  first  delivery  on 
8uch  sale. 

8.  Parties  to  this  agreement  to  have  the^  privilege  of  selling  to  buyers  in  the 
city  of  Montreal,  and  also  to  buyers  west  of  Montreal,  as  far  as  the  Coteau,  at  ^c. 
per  K).  less  than  agreement  prices,  esciusive  of  freight,  and  to  be  allowed  to  give 
ten  days'  extra  time  on  t-hipments  from  Montreal  to  points  west  of  Toronto. 

9.  Sellers  to  be  at  liberty  to  prepay  or  allow  buyers  cost  of  freight  to  competing 
points  only. 

10.  Parties  to  this  arrangement  to  have  the  privilege  of  delivering  sugars  to  all 
points  where  there  are  merchants  who  buy  such  sugars  from  the  manufacturers 
direct,  but  no  place  shall  be  considered  a  competing  point  until  after  notice  from  the 
Secretaiy  of  the  Dominion  "Wholesale  Grocers'  Guild  to  that  effect  has  been  mailed 
to  the  severid  signers  of  this  agreement. 

11.  Parties  to  this  agreement  bind  themselves  not  in  any  case  or  instance  to 
Bell,  or  allow  their  travellers  to  sell  or  offer  to  sell,  other  kinds  of  sugar  or  other 
goods  in  connection  with  sugars  covered  by  this  agreement  at  lower  prices  as  an 
inducement  for  parties  lo  puichase  those  sugars. 

12.  And  we,  each  of  us,  hereby  pledge  our  honor  as  merchants,  that  we  will 
ourselves  carry  out  this  agreement  faithfully,  in  spirit  as  well  as  in  letter,  and  insist 
upon  its  being  strictly  aohered  to  by  every  person  in  our  employ. 

13.  Should  we  hereafter  desire  to  withdraw  from  this  agreement,  we  further 
pledge  ourselves  not  to  do  so  without  giving  two  months'  written  notice  of  our  inten- 
tion, addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  of  the  city  of  Toronto,  who 
will  be  the  custodian  of  this  document. 


EXHIBIT  5. 
(Telegram  ) 

MoNOTON,  N.B.,  SlBtDecember,  188*7. 
Your  telegram  received   after  two  yesterday.     For  weekly  shipment,  January 
ar,d  February,  in  all  five  hundred  granulated,  seven  one  half ;  one  thousand  yellows 
perhaps  shade  off  color,  ninety-three;  six  three-eighth  for  Montreal.     Usual  terms, 
with  two  and  hall  discount  if  guild  consents. 

MONCTON  SUGAR  EEFINING  COMPANY. 

XlQHTBOtTND,  EaLSTON  &  Co. 
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EXHIBIT  6. 

MoNOTON,  N.B.,  3rd  January,  1888. 

Will  Bhip  as  requested  if  you  accept  our  drafts  for  all  shipments  without  the  two 
iad  half  discount  until  guild  consents.     Wire  reply . 

MONCTON  SUGAR  REFINING  COMPANY. 
LioHTBouND,  Ralston  &  Co. 


EXHIBIT  7. 

CONSTITUTION  AND  BY-LAWS  OF  THE    WHOLESALE   GROCERS'   ASSO- 
CIATION OF  MONTREAL. 

(Adopted  *Ith  January,  1884.) 

PREAMBLE. 

The  necessity  of  co-operation  and  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  reciprocal  in- 
terchange of  opinions  and  uniformity  io  the  customs  and  usuages  of  merchants,  have 
induced  the  subscribers  to  associate  themselves  together  for  the  purpose  of  promot- 
ing by  all  legitimate  means  the  advancement  and  prosperity  of  the  grocery  interests, 
and  lurther:  To  enforce  the  principles  of  justice  and  equity  in  all  business  transac- 
tions ;  to  regulate,  as  far  as  practicable,  vhe  prices,  terms  of  credit,  and  discouats  of 
the  trade,  to  facilitate  the  speedy  adjustraent  of  all  commercial  disputes;  and  by  con- 
certed action  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  members  of  the  association  against  the 
unfair  discrimination  in  regard  to  foreign  or  local  freight  rates,  adverse  legislative 
enactments,  or  any  other  obstacles  that  may  interfere  with  the  success  of  their  re- 
spective  interests. 

Having  these  objects  in  view,  we  therefore  agree  to  be  governed  by  such  rules 
acd  by-laws  as  may  Irom  time  to  time  be  adopted  by  the  "  Wholesale  Grocers'  Asso- 
ciation "  of  Montreal. 

Constitution  and  By  laws, 

article  i. 
The  official  title  of  this  corporation  shall  be  the   "Wholesale  Grocers'   Associa- 
tion "  of  Montreal. 

ARTICLE   II. 

Any  firm  in  the  Province  of  Quebec  and  Eastern  Ontario,  whose  avocation  is 
directly  connected  with  the  importation,  manufacture  or  distribution  of  groceries, 
teas  and  tobaccos  at  wholesale,  may  be  admitted  to  membership  in  this  association 
upon  being  duly  elected  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  by-laws. 

ARTICLE   III. 

Any  firm  wishing  to  become  a  member  of  this  association  shall  make  application 
totheExecutiveCommittee,  who,  if  they  approve,  shall  report  the  application  at 
the  next  regular  meeting,  and,  upon  ballot,  such  applicant  shall  become  a  member, 
unless  five  ballots  are  in  the  negative;  but  no  rejected  applicant  shall  be  eligible  to 
membership  for  at  least  six  months  after  rejection. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Every  firm  becoming  a  member  of  ihis  association  shall  subscribe  to  tbeby-lawa 
pay  to  the  treasurer  ten  dollars  as  an  initiation  fee,  and  all  assessments  that  may  be 
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voted  by  the  association  to  meet  expenses.   Wiien  such  assessment  is  made  it  shall  1 
considered  due  promptly. 

ARTICLE   V. 

The  officers  of  the  association  shall  consist  of  a  president,  vice-president,  hone 
ary  secretary-treasurer,  and  three  directors,  who  shall  constitute  the  executive  coi 
mittee. 

The  officers  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  at  the  first  regular  meeting  after  the  ado 
tion  of  the  by-laws,  and  annually  thereafter  on  the  third  Monday  of  Decembe 
Vacancies  may  bo  filled  at  any  regular  meeting. 

The  official  term  of  all  officers  shall  commoace  on  the  Monday  succeeding  the 
election. 

ARTICLE    VI 

The  executive  committee  shall  appoint  a  paid  secretary,  if  necessary,  and  fix  h 
salary;  shall  provide  rooms  for  the  association;  shall  supervise  all  purchases,  aud 
bills  and  direct  payment  of  same, 

ARTICLE    VII. 

There  shall  be  held  an  annually  meeting  of  the  association  on  the  third  Mondi 
of  December  for  the  choice  of  cffioers  and  the  transaction  of  other  business  at  sue 
place  as  the  executive  committee  may  direct.  Notice  of  such  meeting  shall  1 
signed  by  the  secretary,  sent  to  each  firm,  and  published  in  at  least  two  Montre 
daily  papers  five  days  before  the  time  fixed  tor  the  meeting. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

Eegular  meetings  of  the  association  shall  be  held  on  the  third  Monday  of  evoi 
m.oni,h,  and  at  such  other  times  as  the  executive  committee  may  direct;  and  the  sei 
retary  shall  call  special  meetings  on  the  written  application  of  five  firms  of  the  aasi 
ciation. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

Firms  having  more  than  one  partner  members  of  the  association  shall  be  ent 
tied  to  only  one  vote  at  any  meeting. 

ARTICLE  X. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  executive  committee  three  shall  constitute  a  quorum,  ai 
at  meetings  of  the  association  nine  firms  shall  form  a  quorum. 

ARTICLE  XI. 

The  president  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  if  present,  in  his  absence  the  vie 
presidect;  both  being  absent,  a  chairman  shall  be  elected  from  those  present. 

ARTICLE  XII. 

The  secretary  shall  keep  a  record  of  all    meetings,   conduct    all   correspondenc 
under  direction  of  the  executive  committee,  keep  a  list  of  the    members,    notify  a 
committees  of  their  appointments  and  furnish  the  chairman    of  committees   with 
copy  of  the  vote  under  which  they  were  appointed,  and  when  requested  shall  act  i 
secretary  to  any  committee. 

ARTICLE  XIII. 

The  treasurer  shall  have  charge  of  all  moneys  of  the  association,  colleat  a 
assessments,  pay  all  bills  approved  by  the  executive  committee,  and  report  at  tl 
annual  meeting  or  oftener,  it  required  by  the  executive  committee,  and  shall  depoa 
all  mone3-8  in  one  of  the  chartered  banks  of  the  city  in  the  name  of  the  Wholesa 
Grocei-o'  Association,  subject  to  cheques  signed  by  the  treasurer  aad  countersign 
by  the  president  or  vice-president. 
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ARTICLE  XIV. 

There  shall  be  a  committee  of  arbitration  of  five  members,  elected  by  ballot  at 
the  annual  meeting,  to  whom  all  questions  of  difference  and  dispute  that  may  arise, 
and  all  complaints  of  members  shall  be  referred  :  three  to  form  a  quorum. 

ARTICLE  XV. 

There  shall  be  a  committee  of  three  elected  by  ballot  at  the  annual  meeting  t» 
serve  for  one  year,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  1o  revise  and  fix  lowest  selling  prices  on. 
any  article  or  articles  that  may  be  unanimously  agreed  upon  by  the  association,  and 
whenever  a  change  takes  place  on  the  mannlauturer  or  producer's  regular  price  list, 
it  shall  be  their  duty  to  notify  every  member  of  this  aesooiuiion  of  such  price  in  any 
manner  they  may  think  best. 

ARTICLE  XVI. 

Any  firm  or  individual  belonging  to  tliia  a-isooiation,  who  shall  sell  the  articles 
stipulated,  or  allow  them  to  be  sold,  tor  less  than  the  prices  fixed  by  the  committee, 
shall  be  reported  to  the  committee  of  arbitration,  and  upon  coavictioa  of  that  fact  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  committee,  said  member  shall  be  expelled  from  the  associatioa 
by  a  majority  ot  the  votes  at  any  regular  meeting,  a  vote  of  censure  shall  be  placed 
upon  the  records,  and  reported  to  all  the  manufacturers  of  the  article  in  question. 

ARTICLE  XVII. 

kny  member  feeling  that  he  has  c^use  for  complaint  against  any  other  member, 
shall  state  his  case  in  writing  and  present  it  to  the  coaamittee  of  arbitration,  who 
shall  then  notify  the  party  complained  of,  giving  the  charges,  and  request  botk 
parties  to  appear  before  them ;  after  hearing  the  case  the  committee  shall  make  their 
-decision  in  writing,  which  shall  be  binding  on  both  parties,  and  the  case  settled  on 
their  decision. 

ARTICLE  XVIII. 

Any  proposed  alteration  or  amendment  to  these  by-laws  shall  be  offered  at  a 
regular  meeting,  but  not  acted  upon  until  the  next  regular  meeting,  when  the  votes 
•of  two-thirds  of  the  members  presont  shall  be  necessary  to  make  a  change. 

At  the  end  of  the  above  there  are  printed  the  following  eight 

EESOLUTIONS. 

(^Adopted  1th  January,  1884.) 

1.  Eesolved,  that  it  is  the  wish  of  the  association  to  unite  and  co-operate  with, 
all  organizations  of  a  similar  character  throughout  the  Dominion. 

2.  Eesolved,  that  we,  each  one  of  us,  hereby  pledge  our  honor  as  merchants, 
and  agree  with  each  other,  that  we  will  ourselves  carry  out  faithfully  all  agreements 
with  the  association  in  spirit  as  well  as  in  letter,  and  insist  upon  its  being  rigidly 
adhered  to  by  every  person  in  our  employ. 

3.  Eesolved,  that  should  we  hereafter  desire  to  withdraw  from  any  agreement 
that  may  have  been  entered  into,  wa  further  pledge  ourselves  not  to  do  so  without 
giving  two  months'  written  notice  of  our  intention,  addressed  to  the  honorary  secre- 
tarv,  who  will  be  the  custodian  of  all  documents  drawn  out  in  the  interests  of  mem- 
bers of  the  association. 

4.  Eesolved,  that  no  reported  violation  of  any  agreement  shall  be  considered  as 
such  until  it  has  been  investigated  by  the  arbitration  committee. 

5.  Resolved,  that  a  copy  of  each  agreement  signed  by  memoers  shall  be  handed 
to  them,  the  original  to  be  deposited  with  the  honorary  secretary  as  provided  therein, 

6.  Eesolved,  that  the  members  of  this  association  shall  be  in  honor  bound  to 
keep  strictly  confidential  all  discussions  and  transactions  of  the  association  when  ia 
executive  session.   • 
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7.  Eesolved,  that  all  debates  shall  be  limited  to  ten  minutes,  unless  by  permi 
sion,  and  that  no  member  shall  be  allowed  to  speak  more  than  twice  on  any  oi 
question  at  the  same  meeting,  without  the  consent  of  the  majority  present. 

8.  Eesolved,  that  the  rules  governing  the  proceedings  of  this  association  sha 
bo  subject  to  Parliamentary  usage. 


EXHIBIT  8. 
WATCH  JOBBEES'  ASSOCIATION. 

February  20th,  1888. 

A  special  general  meeting  of  the  association  will  be  held  on  Thursday,  1st 
March,  at  11  a.m.  in  the  secretary's  office,  Toronto,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  wh 
action,  if  any,  shall  be   taken  with  relation  to  the  following  telegram  from  Jas.  ] 
Hoyes,  secretary  of  the  National  Association  of  Jobbers  in  American  watches: — 

(^Telegram.') 

"  We  have  adopted  the  following  new  rule  and  recommend  that  your  associate 
take  the  same  action  :  '  No  jobber  shall  be  allowed  to  sell  any  American  movemen 
■without  cases ;  at  least  as  many  cases  of  same  kind  as  movements  must  be  sold 
«ach  bill,  and  also  to  consider  other  matters  pertaining  to  the  watch  case  business.' 

By  order. 

EDGAE  A.  WILLS,  Secretary. 


EXHIBIT  9a. 

CONSTITOTION  AND  BY-LA.WS  OF  THE    CANADIAN    ASSOCIA.TION   C 
JOBBEES  IN  AMEEICAN  WATCHES. 

{As  amended  at  the  annual  meeting,  January,  1888.) 


PEBAMBLB. 

We  jobbers  in  American  watches  do  hereby  form  an  association  for  the  purpo 
of  sustaining  prices  on  American  movements  and  silver  cases,  and  furthering  t 
general  interests  of  Canadian  jobbers  in  American  watches. 

By-Laws. 

abticle  viii. 

Section  1. — Application  for  membership  in  this  association  shall  be  made  to  t 
secretary  on  the  printed  form  to  be  supplied  by  him,  accompanied  by  a  draft  1 
$50,  which  amount  shall  be  returned  to  applicant  if  he  is  not  accepted. 

Section  .". — An  applicant  for  membership  must  be  possessed  of  a  good  moral  chi 
sacter,  and  must  make  affidavit — 

(a.)  Ihat  he  is  engaged  or  about  to  engage,  legitimately,  in  the  wholesale  wat 
fcusiness. 

(6.)  That  he  will  make  a  first  p  urchase  of  not  less  than  $2,000  worth  of  co 
}>ination  goods. 

(c.)  That  he  will  not  use  the  goods  so  purchased  in  any  way  to  defeat  t 
espreEsed  objects  of  the  association,  as  set  forth  in  the  constitution  and  by-laws. 
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Sjotion  3. — The  annual  does  of  the  association  shall  be  $25,  payable  in  advance 
on  Ist  February,  due  notice  being  sent  to  each  member  of  the  association  by  the 
secretary  as  to  time  of  payment. 

ARTICLE    IX, 

Each  and  every  member  of  the  association  convicted  of  a  violation  of  the  con- 
stitution or  by-la,-w8,  shall  forfeit  to  the  association  the  sum  of  $500  and  shall  be 
expelled  from  membership  ;  and  that  each  member  be  required  to  sign  an  agreement 
embodying  this  by-law. 

AETICLE    X. 

Section  3. — It  is  further  understood  that  the  members  of  this  association  will 
not  deliver  gold  filled,  silver  and  nickel  watch  cases,  or  American  movements  upoa 
consignment,  nor  date  bills  ahead,  nor  give  presents  to  any  firm  or  employee  of  any 
firm  in  lieu  of  special  terms  of  discount,  nor  in  ary  other  manner  violate  the  true 
intent  of  the  constitution  and  the  by-laws,  nor  in  any  way  defeat  the  expressed 
objects  of  this  association. 

Section  4. — The  members  of  this  association  agree  that  they  will  dismiss  any 
salesman  who,  after  full  instructions,  violates  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  by  laws  of 
this  association,  or  of  the  contracts  entered  into  by  its  members,  and  will  not  employ 
any  salesman  who  has  been  dismissed  from  the  employ  of  any  jobber  for  this  cause. 

Section  5. — No  member  of  this  association  shall  sell  to  other  members  of  the 
same,  any  combination  goods  at  a  less  profit  than  5  per  cent,  advance  upon  the  net 
cash  cost  laid  down  in  Canada. 

ABTIOLE    XI. 

It  shall  be  deemed  a  violation  of  contract  if  any  of  the  members  of  this  associa- 
tion shall  purchase  gold  filled,  silver  and  nickel  watch  cases  other  than  those  manufac- 
tured by  members  of  the  American  Watch  Case  Manufacturers'  Association  aod  the 
American  Watch  Case  Company  of  Toronto,  or  shall  purchase  movements  manufac- 
tured by  other  companies  than  those  in  cooperation  with  this  association,  or  who 
shall  sell  silver  cases  or  watch  movements  at  lower  prices  than  provided  in  article 
nine,  section  one,  of  by-laws. 

ARTICLE    XII. 

No  members  of  the  Canadian  Association  of  Jobbers  shall  retail  American  watches 
listed  as  combination  goods  at  a  less  profit  than  25  per  cent,  advance  on  the  net  cash 
price  from  jobber  to  retailer. 

ARTICLE    XIII. 

Where  any  two  members  of  this  association  shall  make  any  charge  in  writing- 
against  a  member  of  violating  the  constitution,  by-laws  or  rules  of  the  association,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  board  of  directors  to  require  from  the  accused  a  denial  la 
writing,  by  statutory  declaration  or  other  mode  of  legal  affirmation,  or  an  assent  to 
the  same  in  writing,  and  in  the  event  of  any  accused  member  either  refusing  or 
neglecting  to  give  such  verified  written  denial  or  assent  to  the  charge  for  the  space 
of  thirty  days  after  the  said  request  for  the  same,  it  will  be  assumed  as  an. 
acknowledgment  of  the  correctness  of  the  charge  made,  and  the  member  so  found 
to  have  violated  the  constitution,  rules  or  by-laws  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  deemed  in 
default.  And  it  shall  thereupon  be  the  duty  of  the  directors  to  suspend  or  expel 
him  from  the  association  and  such  expelled  member  shall  forfeit  all  claims  on  any 
funds  of  the  association. 
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EXHIBIT  9b. 
ELGIN  NATIONAL  WATCH  COMPANY. 

Chicago,  19th  November,  1885i 

Dear  Sir, — We  are  in  receipt  of  yoar  favor  of  the  17th  inst.  enclosing  numbe 
of  No.  13  movement  for  rebate,  aleo  your  order  for  movements  which  you  wish  us 
forward.  Ton  are  doubtless  aware  of  the  formation  of  the  Canadian  Association 
Jobbers  io  American  watches,  and  also  that  thiH  company  is  co-operating  with  th 
association  which  prohibits  our  continuing  business  relations  with  you  from  the  fa 
that  you  are  not  a  member  of  that  association.  We  have  no  jurisdiction  as  to  wl 
shall  constitute  its  members. 

We  are  advised  of  its  members  and  your  name  is  not  included,  therefore  we  mu 
say  that  we  cannot  allow  the  rebate  you  refer  to  nor  fill  your  order  for  movemen: 
Our  explanation  to  you  may  seem  short  and  perhaps  strictly  to  the  point,  but  d 
•cannot  give  an  extended  explanation,  from  the  fact  that  the  organizing  of  that  assoi 
ation  there  as  well  as  the  association  in  the  United  States  precludes  our  saying  oth 
than  that  we  do  cooperate  strictly  with  both  associations  and  we  must  abide  by  t] 
lesolutions  of  that  co-operation. 

Yours  truly, 

ELGIN  NATIONAL  WATCH  COMPANY. 

John  M.  Cutter. 
Mr.  Charles  Stark,  52  Church  Street,  Toronto,  Ont. 


EXHIBIT   9JJ. 

ELGIN  NATIONAL  WATCH  COMPANY. 

Chicago,  16th  January,  ISSt. 
Chas.  Stark,  Esq.,  Toronto,  Ont. 

Dear  Sir,— Eeplyicg  to  yours  of  the  14th  inst,  would  say  that  it  would  I 
impossible  for  us  to  accept  from  acyone  an  order  for  5,000  movements  to  be  special! 
engraved  from  the  fact  that  we  are  unable  at  the  present  time  to  produce  in  suffioie: 
quantities  to  supply  the  demand.  Considering  your  proposition  from  other  stan 
points,  that  we  should  manufacture  this  line  of  movements  for  your  account  to  1 
shipped  through  the  jobbers  simply  to  conform  with  the  regulations  of  the  Jobbei 
Association,  you  greatly  misjudge  us  if  yon  think  we  would  conduct  our  businesa 
a  manner  which  necessitates  the  action  being  kept  very  quiet  and  confidential.  "VI 
agreed  to  co-operate  with  the  Jobbers'  Association  and  have  in  every  instance  livi 
up  to  our  pledges  of  co  operation,  and  we  fully  believe  all  our  customers  can  vou( 
for  our  adherence  strictly  to  our  pledges  and  we  fail  to  appreciate  your  inferene 
pertaining  to  a  quiet  and  confidential  business. 

Tours  truly, 

ELGIN  NATIONAL  WATCH  COMPANY, 

John  M.  Cuttee. 


EXHIBIT  9c. 
Verbatim  Copy  of  Exhibit  10. 
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EXHIBIT  9d. 
BOBBINS,  APPLETON  &  CO., 
Agents  American  Watch  Co.,  Waltham,  Mass.,  403  Washington  Street. 

Mr.  Chas.  Stark,  Toronto,  Ont.  ^''"°^'  ''^'^  •''""^^^'  '^'^^ 

referS^o^us  f77r?p?y'''^'  ''^ '°''-' '°  ''^'^'  ^'^  ^^^^^^^  ''^"^^<^  movements,  has  been 

We  should  be  pleased  to  make  the  same  for  you,  but  as  wo  are  unable  to  sell  vou 

direct  it_ would  have  to  be  done  through  some  jobber  who  is  a  member  of  the  Canadian 

Association,  and  as  we  deal  with  the  following  houses  in  Toronto  we  would   respect- 

ffijf TJ°r  M  '"''Z-.V^^^J  MesBTj    P.    W.    Ellis   &  Co,  Lee  &  Chillas,  Samuel 
J^^renkel,  the  Goldsmith  Co.,  Edmund  Schemer. 

Trusting  that  we  shall  soon  hear  from  you  in  regard  to  the  same. 

We  remain  yours  truly, 

EOBBINS,  APPLETON  &  CO.,  Hamden. 

EXHIBIT  9e. 
Verbatim  Copy  of  Exhibit  8. 


EXHIBIT  10. 

CONTEACT  BETWEEN  THE  CANADIAN  ASSOCIATION  OP  JOBBERS  IN 
AMEEICAN  WATCHES  AND  THE  ELGIN  NATIONAL  WATCH  COM- 
PANY. 

Toronto,  Ont., ,  1884. 

In  consideration  of  having  received  jobbers'  terms  from  the  Elgin  National 
Watch  Company  upon  the  goods  of  its  manufacture,  and  wishing  to  deal  equitably 
toward  said  company,  and  all  who  may  be  concerned  as  jobbers  in  the  goods  thereof, 
we,  the  undersigned,  do  agree  with  said  company,  that  we  will  not,  directly  nor 
indirectly,  under  any  circumstances,  sell  or  cause  to  be  sold  any  goods  of  said  com- 
pany's manufacture,  to  any  person  or  persons  (meaning,  also,  any  association  or 
associations,  corporation  or  corporations),  save  only  those  who  may  be  recognized 
as  jobbers  by  the  Elgin  National  Watch  Company  (such  recognition  by  said  company 
being  first  obtained,  and  a  contract  similar  to  this  being  first  executed  by  the  party 
so  recognized),  at  a  better  rate  than  the  four  months'  credit  prices  stated  in  the  then 
current  price  list  published  by  said  company,  nor  upon  any  better  terms  than  a  dis- 
count from  said  list  of  six  (6)  per  cent,  for  cash  within  ten  (10)  days  from  date  of 
invoice,  or  five  (6)  per  cent  lor  cash  within  thirty  (30)  days,  or  three  (3)  per  cent. 
for  cash  within  sixty  (60)  days. 

The  said  company  shall  have  the  right,  at  any  time  hereafter,  to.diminish  the 
rate  or  discount  herein  above  indicated,  or,  should  the  interests  of  the  trade  make  it 
necessary  to  do  so,  may  increase  said  rate  or  discount,  giving  notice  to  the  jobbers 
supplied  by  the  company  of  any  such  change,  which  notice  the  undersigned  will 
always  observe  in  good  faith.  And  in  case  we  shall  hereafter  deviate  from  or  trans- 
gress the  rule  aforesaid,  under  and  subject  to  which  the  purchase  from  said  company 
has  been  made,  we  authorize  said  company  to  strike  our  name  off  the  jobbers'  list  of 
said  company,  and  give  notice  to  any  or  all  its  customers  or  jobbers  of  such  action 
being  taken  by  said  company,  and  in  case  said  company  shall  be  of  the  opinion,  at 
any  time  hereafter  that  a  wilful   breach  or  violation  of  this  agreement  by  us  has  been 
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made,  we  farther  agree  to  surrender  to  said  company,  its  representatives  or  assigi 
on  demand,  any  of  the  goods  of  said  company's  manufacture  which  may  then  be 
our  hands;  provided,  that  if  such  goods  shall  then  have  been  paid  for  by  us,  su 
demand  therefor  shall  be  accompanied  by  a  tender  to  us  of  the  price  thereof,  n 
exceeding  the  then  current  prices  of  said  company  to  jobbers  for  like  goods ;  or,  sa 
company  may  immediately  direct  the  transfer  by  us  of  such  goods  to  any  dealer 
dealers  in  its  goods  who  may  be  selected  by  said  company,  on  the  terms  of  our  beii 
paid  theretor  the  then  current  price  of  said  company  to  jobbers  for  like  goods. 

And  we  do  hereby  agree  that  no  price  list  of  Elgin  watch  movements  shall  I 
published  by  us  to  retailers,  that  will  give  rates  lower  than  those  established  by  sa 
company  on  a  four  months'  credit,  leaving  it  optional  whether  any  such  list  mat 
provision  for  cast!  discounts  or  not;  and  ia  all  sales  to  retailers  the  goods  herei 
referred  to  shall  be  billed  distinctly  and  separately,  that  is,  the  items  thereof  to  1 
apart  from  any  other  goods,  and  at  not  less  than  the  rate  before  described  ;  the  d 
count  for  cash  to  be  made  not  in  the  billed  prices,  but  only  at  the  time  of  payment 

This  agreement  shall  apply  without  limit  or  reservation,  not  only  to  the  gooi 
of  said  Elgin  National  Watch  Company  heretofore  procured,  or  which  may  hereaft 
be  procured  by  us  from  said  company,  but  also  to  such  goods  of  said  company  ashai 
come  or  may  come  to  us  from  any  other  person  or  persons,  and  all  the  goods  of  sai 
company  which  shall,  at  any  time,  come  into  our  hands  shall  be  considered  as  bein 
received  by  us  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  contract. 

Should  any  name  or  names  be  hereafter,  at  any  time,  stricken  by  the  Elf; 
National  Watch  Company  from  its  jobbers'  list,  we  will,  on  notice  of  the  fac 
immediately  cease  to  treat  the  person  or  parsons  whose  name  or  names  shall  I 
stricken  off  as  being  entitled  to  jobbers'  prices  oq  the  goods  of  said  company. 

It  is  also  understood  that  the  said  Elgin  National  Watch  Company  shall  be  i 
liberty  to  abrogate  this  contract,  and  enter  upon  a  different  course  for  the  distributio 
and  sale  of  its  goods;  provided,  however,  that  before  such  abrogation,  and  befoi 
entering  upon  such  different  course  for  distribution  and  sale,  said  company  shall  gi' 
the  undersigned  four  months'  notice. 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  this day  of ,  A.D.  18    . 

[SEAL.J 

Accepted  and  assented  to  by 

BIvGIiN  NATIONAL  WATCH  CO., 

By  T.  M.  Avert,  President. 


EXHIBIT  11a. 


Quebec,  9th  March,  1888. 
Clarke  Wallace,  Esq.,  M.  P.,  House  or  Commons,  Ottawa. 

Dear  Sir, — We  beg  to  enclose  for  the  consideration  of  the  Committee  over  whii 
jou  preside,  a  petition  on  the  subject  of  the  sugar  combine  signed,  we  believe  I 
every  firm.of  any  importance  interested  in  the  sugar  trade  of  the  city  and  vioiiiit 
with  the  exception  of  course  of  the  combiners  themselves. 

As  the  only  wholesale  dealers  here,  outside  of  the  combine,  we  fully  endor 
every  word  of  the  petition,  and  we  earnestly  hope  that  the  deliberations  of  ya 
Committee  may  result  in  restoring  liberty  of  action  to  all. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servants 

A.  JOSEPH  &  SONS. 


SUGAR. 


515 


EXHIBIT  11,  Sec.b. 


To  the  Committee  on  Combines,  Ottawa. 

The  undersigned  retail  i^rocers  and  others  interested  in  the  sugar  trade  in  Quebec 
city  and  vicinity  respectfully  represent : 

That  a  combination  exists  among  the  wholesale  dealers  in  sugar  to  keep  up 
prices  and  to  impose  certain  conditions  of  sale  ; 

That  the  sugar  refiners  are  virtually  members  of  this  combination  since  they 
refuse  to  sell  sugar  to  those  outside  of  it  except  on  payment  of  a  much  higher  price 
than  that  charged  to  combiners  ; 

That  the  combination  exists  solely  as  a  result  of  the  comhined  action  of  refiners 
and  dealers,  as  without  it  the  combination  could  not  exist ; 

^hat  such  combinations  are  very  injurious  to  trade  and  to  the  country  generally 
by  unjustly  increasing  the  cost  of  a  necessarj^  article  of  daily  consumption,  by  inter- 
fering with  private  enterprise  and  in  many  other  ways ; 

That  many  of  the  present  members  of  the  combination,  especially  in  Quebec, 
have  openly  expressed  themselves  as  opposed  in  principle  to  this  and  to  all  combina- 
tions, and  have  only  been  forced  to  join  it  by  the  action  of  the  refiners; 

Wherefore  your  petitioners  respectfully  represent  that  such  measures  should  be 
taken  as  to  render  combinations  of  the  kind  complained  of  either  illegal  or  at  least 
impracticable. 

Wherefore  your  petitioners  will  ever  humbly  pray, 

1888. 


Quebec,  7th  March, 

N.  Eioux  &  Co. 
Chas.  S.  Kiverin. 
Turcotte  &  Provost. 
Jos.  G.  Drolet. 
Leclerc  &  Letellier. 
Jean  Lemelin. 
Ant.  Blondeau. 
M.  Boyce  &  Son. 

F.  Parent. 
Wm.  Kennedy. 
Pierre  Cote. 
A.  Grenier. 
Chas.  Martel. 
E.  Gagnon. 
David  Watters. 
J.  A.  Moisan. 
Leon  Gaboury. 
P.  Johnston. 
W.  Mc William. 
Jas.  McCone. 
E.  W  infield. 

N.  Binet. 

G.  &  C.  Hossack. 
A.  Watters. 

M,  Tibaudeau. 


Croteau  &  Frere. 
Toussaint  &  Cie. 
Alphonse  Chouinard. 
Oct.  Berube. 
Alexander  Grant. 
Wm.  Tracey. 
Bmilien  Angers. 
Jean  Turcotte. 
Paquet  &  Potvin. 
Arthur  Drolet. 
¥.  Drolet  &  Cie. 
Frs.  Auger. 
Joseph  L'Herault. 
A  Barry. 
A.  A.  Cantin. 
Vve.  Oct.  LaEue. 
J.  Theop.  St.  Laurent. 
Edouard  Talbot. 
V.  Juneau. 
Moisan  &  Fils. 
John  McCloskey. 
Louis  Nadeau. 
Jos.  D.  Marifr. 
G.  W.  Pelletier. 


Evariste  Drouin. 
John  Bryson. 
J.  B.  C.  Letellier. 
Pierre  Eichard. 
John  O'Doncell. 
Sem.  P.  Brousseau. 
George  Lemelin. 
Dion  &  Fiere. 
Timothy  Coveny. 
W.  H,  Walsh. 
Nap.  Moisan. 
Edward  Coveny. 
Fr.  Gingras. 
Isidore  Voyer. 
Pierre  Blondeau. 
Omer  Lamontagne. 
T.  S.  Hethrington. 
J.  O.  Gauvin. 
George  Drolet. 
A.  Parent. 
L.  Blais. 
P.O.  Pouliot. 
O.  Tocelle. 
Chas.  A.  Cote. 
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EXHIBIT   12. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Chairman  and  Committee  on  Combinations  of    the  House  of  Com- 
mons, assembled: 

The  petition  of  the  undersigned  respectfully  represents : 

That  your  subscribers,  the  office  bearers  and  committee  of  management  of  the 
Grocers'  Association  of  Montreal,  desire  to  be  heard  before  your  committee,  on  the 
question  of  the  sugar  combination  which  at  present  exists  between  certain  refiners 
tfarougboat  the  Dominion  and  the  Wholesale  Grocers'  Guild. 

That  we  desire  to  lay  before  your  Honorable  Committee  the  following  resolution 
unanimously  carried  at  the  regular  monthly  meeting  of  oar  association,  hold  on  the 
6th  October  last. 

Resolved:  That  this  meeting  of  the  Grocers'  Association  of  Montreal  desires  to 
record  its  protest  against  the  unjust  combination  which  at  present  exidts  between 
the  sugar  refiners  and  the  Wholesale  Grocers'  Guild,  and  that  the  executive  com- 
mittee of  this  association  be  requested  to  take  the  matter  up  at  once  and  endeavor  to 
secure  a  satisfactory  and  feasible  arrangement  with  the  sugar  refiners. 

That  your  subscribers  have  not  been  able  to  secure  such  satisfactory  and  feasible 
arrangements  with  the  sugar  refiners. 

That  your  subscribers  represent  some  hundreds  of  retail  grocers  engaged  in  the 
trade  in  the  city  of  Montreal,  the  commercial  metropolis  of  the  Dominion.'' 

Wherefore,  your  subscribers  would  respectfully  request  that  your  Honorable 
Committee  will  allow  them  an  opportunity  to  state  their  views  and  their  grievances 
on  tiis  question  before  your  Committee  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

The  whole  respectfully  submitted. 

THOMAS  GAUTHiEE,  President. 

ALEX.  D.  ERASER,  Vice-President. 

S.  D,  VALLIBRES,  Secretary. 

E.  ELLIOTT,  Treasurer. 

GEORGE  GRAHAM,       \ 

JOHN  ROBERTSON,      /    ,,     , 

DAVID  CRAWFORD     \  ^^"^b^rs  of  Committee 

ANDRE  DESJAHDINS,  (         of  Management. 

JOHN  JOHNSTON,        ) 


EXHIBIT  13. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Speaker  and  Members  of  the  House  of  Parliament  of  the  Dominian 
of  Canada  m  Parliament  assembled  .• 

f  fu^'^-.P^^^L^J'  °l  ^"^^  undersigned  wholesale  and  retail  grocers  and  manufaoturers 
of  the  city  of  Sherbrooke,  respectfully  showeth  :— 

That  your  petitioners  are  engaged  and  have  been  engaged  for  years  past  in  the 
lawful  prosecution  of  their  trade  and  business  throughout  Canada  and  have  hitherto 
tive  traC^^         enjoyment  of  thair  rights  built  up  and  maintained  a  large  and  Incra- 

metiiSlliUlf  tK  ^^^^^T^  essential  to  the  carrying  on  of  the  lawful  business  of  your 
petitioners  that  they  should  be  enabled  to  supply  to  their  customers  and  the  public 
in  general  certain  lines  of  merchandise  regarded  as  staples  •  ^ 

hithe^rSryauC^thereV;  '''''''  ^'^^"^^  "  the  trade  and  your  petitioners  have 

..^  ^^.-^  tb«''«  "lOT/f  8^.  a'ld  for  the  last  ten  months  has   existed.a  certain  secret 

WhoS^Grorr^GuM  aTdT"  ''  ?%"'^  of  Toronto,  known  'a^  thrDLSn 
vvnoiesaie  trrocers  Guild  and  composed  of  a  number  of  wholesale  ffrocers  and  nthcvn 
who  have  unlawfally  joined  together  and  agreed  to  preZlTour  petSnera  aS^^^^ 


auGAE.  515 


•who  refuse  to  join  said  society  from  obtaining  refined  sugar  at  current  market  rates,, 
and  have  conspired  together  to  induce  the  manufacturers  of  refined  sugar  in  Canada 
to  refuse  to  sell  to  your  petitioners  at  current  market  rates  ; 

That  the  members  of  said  association  have  unlawfully  entered  into  an  agreement 
-with  the  refiners  of  sugar  throughout  Canada  whereby  the  latter  refuse  to  sell  to 
your  petitioners  granulated  or  refined  sugar  of  any  kind,  except  at  an  advance  of 
five-sixteenths  of  a  cent  a  pound,  or  about  ninety  cents  per  barrel ; 

That  the  members  of  said  association  are  bound  together  under  fines  and  penal- 
ties to  refuse  to  sell  to  your  petitioners,  except  at  the  aforementioned  advance  npori 
current  market  rates,  and  have  agreed  to  prevent  your  petitioners  by  every  means 
in  their  power  from  dealing  profitably  in  refined  sugar ; 

That  the  rights  of  your  petitioners  have  been  and  are  being  invaded  ; 
That  your  petitioners  have  been  already  subjected  to  heavy  loss  by  reason  of  the 
unlawful  agreement  and  proceedings  of  the  members  of  said  association  or  combina- 
tion, and  do  still  suffer  heavy  loss  and  damage  thereby  in  the  conduct  of  their  lawful 
business ; 

Wherefore  your  petitioners  humbly  pray  that  your  honorable  body  will  take 
steps  to  protect  your  petitioners  in  the  peaceable  enjoyment  of  their  rights  and  the 
lawful  prosecution  of  their  business,  and  that  measures  be  speedily  taken  to  prevent 
fflich  unlawful  agreements  and  combinations  as  that  above  set  forth,  and  to  enable 
your  petitioners  to  obtain  and  carry  on  their  trade  in  refined  sugar  without  let  or 
hindrance  and  at  current  market  rates. 

And  your  petitioners,  praying  relief  in  the  premises,  will  ever,  &c,,  and  have 
signed : 

W.  H.  Fuller  &  Co.  C.  H.  Fletcher,  &  Co. 

Wm.  Murray.  per  E.  G.  Wiggitt,  Atty. 

John  McManus  &  Co.  E.  L.  Parker  &  Co. 

S.  Gendron.  M.  McKechnie. 

P.  Oliver.  Heney  &  Ferguson. 

F.'  R.  Dar'che  &  Son.  McDonald  Bros. 

G.  C,  Harkness.  Thos.  Cowan. 

L.  H.  Guay,  P-  Simonean. 

B.  Murray. 


EXHIBIT  14. 


To  Joseph  H.  Marshall,  Esq^.,  M.P.,  House  of  Commons. 

The  petition  of  the  undersigned  grocers  of  the  city  of  London,  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  Humbly  Sheweth:— 

1  That  by  a  combination  and  agreement  entered  inta  between  the  sugar  retineri 
of  Canada  and  the  Grocers'  Guild— which  guild  consists  of  a  number  of  who  esala 
grocers^the  said  refiners  refuse  to  sell  or  dispose  of  any  sugar  to  any  wholesale 
t^rocer  or  dealer  in  sugar  who  is  not  a  member  of  the  said  guild. 
"^  2.  That  the  wholesale  grocers  who  are  members  of  the  said  guild  have,  by  virtue 
of  the'said  combination  and  agreement,  exclusive  control  and  mouopoly  of  the  sugar 
market,  and  sell  sugar  at  such  prices  as  the  guild  chooses  to  dictate. 

3  That  by  reason  of  the  said  combination  and  agreement  the  retail  grocers  anl 
also  the  wholesale  grocers  who  are  not  members  of  the  said  guild  are  prevented  from 
Durchasing  their  sugar  direct  from  the  refiners,  and  are  obliged  to  pay  therefor  a 
higher  price  than  formerly,  and  by  reason  thereof  the  price  of  sugar  to  the  consumer 
is  considerably  increased,  and  a  gross  injustice  is  done  to  your  petitioners  as  well  aa 
to  the  ffeneral  public.  -  r  i     •,!„ 

Your  petitioners  therefore  pray  that  you  may  be  pleased  to  promote  such  legtsla- 
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tion  in  the  House  of  Commons  as  may  be  necessary  to   remedy  the   said  grievances,, 
and  do  justice  to  all  parties  interested  in  the  sugar  trade. 

And  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  &c., 

JOHN  SCANDRBTT, 
FITZGERALD,  SCANDRETT  &  CO., 
ELLIOTT  BROS. 


EXHIBIT  15a. 

Toronto,  3rd  March,  1888. 
N.  C.  Wallace,  Esq.,  M.  P.,  Ottawa. 

Mt  Dear  Sir,— 1  herewith  append  a   copy  of  a   letter  I  have  addressed  to  Mr. 
A.  H.  Blackeby,  Secretary  Royal  Labor  Commission. 

I  think  that  the  facts  therein  set  forth  are   worthy    of  the  consideration  of  your 
Select  Committee  on  "  Combinations." 

Tours  truly, 

FREDERIC  NICHOLLS. 


EXHIBIT  15b, 

Canadian  Manufacturers'  Association,  General  Secretary's  Office, 

6  Wellington  Street  West,  Toronto,  3rd  March,  1888. 

Mr.  A.  H.  BLACKEBr,  Secretary  Royal  Labor  Commission,  Qaebec. 

Dear  Sir, — It  was  brought  to  my  notice  last  summer  that  the  bricklayers  in 
Hamilton,  belonging  to  the  bricklayers'  union,  were  out  on  strike,  because  the  city 
authorities  of  that  city  had  given  employment  to  a  man  named  Buscombe,  in  build- 
ing certain  city  sewers.  The  newspapers  of  Hamilton  contained  particulars  of  the 
matter,  and  it  was  shown  in  them  that  delegations  from  the  labor  organizations  had 
waited  upon  the  city  council,  or  upon  the  appropriate  committee  thereof,  and 
demanded  that  the  bricklayer  Buscombe  be  discharged.  At  that  time  the  city  authori- 
ties were  anxious  to  have  the  bricklayers  go  to  work  on  the  new  city  hall,  a  bell 
tower  and  waterworks  buildings  then  in  process  of  construction,  as  it  was  very 
desirable  to  have  these  buildings  completed  before  the  weather  became  unfavorable 
for  outdoor  work.  As  nearly  all  the  bricklayers  in  Hamilton  were  union  men,  it 
was  the  openly  declared  intention  of  the  labor  organizations  to  force  the  discharge 
of  the  non-union  bricklayer  Buscombe  from  the  employ  of  the  city.  According  to  a 
report  published  in  the  Hamilton  Spectator,  in  the  latter  part  of  August,  at  the 
meeting  of  the  sewer  committee  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  which  had  been  called 
to  consider  this  very  matter,  Mr.  D.  R.  Gibson,  representing  the  bricklayers'  union, 
intimated  to  the  committee  that  unless  the  city  authorities  came  to  the  terms  of  the' 
union  and  discharged  Buscombe,  all  union  bricklayers  who  might  be  then  employed 
on  city  work  would  be  called  out.  He  said  that  tjie  feeling  in  the  union  against 
Buscombe  was  so  strong  that  no  union  bricklayers  would  be  allowed  to  work  on  the 
new  city  hall  if  he  was  continued  in  the  city's  employ.  He  also  said  that  the 
advisability  of  taking  this  position  had  been  fully  considered  by  the  union. 

Later— in  January— the  Spectator  contained  an  item  to  the  following  effect: 
"  A  poor  woman  named  Mrs.  Parr,  who  resides  on  Robert  Street,  fell  on  John  Street 
and  broke  her  arm.  It  appears  that  her  husband  who  is  an  old  man  and  a  bricklayer 
was  debarred  when  work  was  plentiful  because  he  was  not  a  union  man,  and  Mfs! 
Farr  has  been  the  mainstay  of  support  of  the  family  through  scrubbing  and  washing ;" 
now,  however,  she  will  be  laid  up  for  some  time,  and  the  family  are  in  distress."  I 
believe  that  the  Royal  Labor  Commission  was  holding  sessions  in  Hamilton  at  the 
time  of  this  occurrence. 

The  incidents  here  alluded  to  obtained  considerable  publicity,  and  I  have  reason 
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to  believe  that  they  were  brought  to  the  attention  of  some  of  the  members  of  the 
Commission,  but  as  far  as  my  information  goes,  the  affairs  were  never  publicly  con- 
sidered by  the  Commission,  although  in  my  opinion  they  were  and  are  of  vital  im- 
portance to  the  whole  country,  in  that  they  show  that  at  least  two  laboring  men  were 
deprived  of  their  right  to  earn  their  living  by  their  trade  through  the  influence  of  a 
labor  organization,  the  offence  being  that  the  two  men,  Buscombe  and  Farr,  did  not 
belong  to  that  organization. 

Considering  these  facts,  and  in  the  interest  of  all  employers  of  labor  and  in  de- 
fence of  that  right  which  is  so  dear  to  every  Canadian — the  right  to  labor  and  live — 
I  respectfully  request  that  you  will  lay  this  letter  before  the  Eoyal  Labor  Commission, 
of  which  you  are  the  Secretary,  and  request  them  to  investigate  this  matter 
thoroughly.  It  seems  to  be  one  of  cruel,  unjustifiable  and  outrageous  boycotting  ; 
and  Canadian  manufacturers  and  the  public  generally  are  interested  in  knowing 
whether  Canadians  can  be  deprived  of  their  occupation  and  their  means  of  earning  a 
living  on  the  dictation  of  Trades  Unions  or  other  labor  organizations.  If  the  Com- 
mission will  take  this  matter  up  and  investigate  it,  I  will  be  hsppy  to  supply  tho 
names  of  some  persons  living  in  Hamilton  who  would  be  important  witnesses. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  yours  truly, 

FEBDBftIC  NIOHOLLS,  Secretary. 


EXHIBIT  16. 

Montreal,  tth  March,  1888. 

Sib, — There  is,  I  believe,  a  coal  combination  in  this  city,  of  which,  I  think,  Mr. 
Evans,  of  Evans  Bros.,  is  the  chairman.  Now,  as  I  see  by  the  papers  you  are  looking 
into  this  matter  of  "  Coal  Combines  "  in  Ottawa,  would  it  not  be  as  well  to  turn  your 
attention  to  this  city  also. 

Tours  faithfully, 

A  CONSUMER 

N.  C.  Wallace,  Esq.,  M.P., 

Chairman  Trade  and  Combine  Committee,  Ottawa. 


EXHIBIT  n. 

Toronto,  7th  March,  1888. 

Mr;  Wallace. 

Dear  Sir  —I  hope  you  will  enquire  into  the  undertakers'  ring.  It  is  stronger 
than  the  coal  ring.  You  cannot  buy  goods  at  any  price  unless  you  are  a  member  of 
the  association,  and  when  you  apply  to  the  association  they  will  tell  you  that  there 
is  too  many  in  the  business  now.  They  have  the  manufacturers  bound  not  to  sell  to 
outsiders.  It  is  a  similar  Stark  case,  only  we  cannot  buy  10  cents  worth  of  any 
kind  of  goods.  The  reform  undertakers  will  furnish  you  with  all  particulars  it  yoii 
require  them. 

I  remain  yours,  &c., 
One  that  wants  to  start  business  and  cannot  get  the  goods  for  spot  cash. 
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EXHIBIT  18.  • 

Montreal,  28th  October,  1887. 

Dear  Sir, — As  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Grocers'  Association 
of  Montreal,  we  beg  to  submit  for  your  coBsideration  the  following  statements : — 

At  a  meeting  of  our  association  held  on  Thursday  the  6th  instant,  the  following 
resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  : 

"  That  this  meeting  of  the  Grocers'  Association  of  Montreal,  desires  to  record  its 
protest  against  the  unjust  combination  which  at  present  exists  between  the  sugar 
refiners  and  the  Wholesale  Grocers'  Guild,  and  that  the  Executive  Committee  of  tiiis 
association  be  requested  to  take  the  matter  up  at  once,  and  endeavor  to  secure  a 
Batisfactory  and  feasible  arrecgement  with  the  sugar  refiners. 

We  respectfully  beg  to  supplement  the  above  resolution  with  the  following  state- 
ment of  grievances :  — 

We  would  first  premise  :  That  for  many  years  a  large  majority  of  the  members 
of  our  association  have  handled  with  pleasure  and  profit,  granulated  sugar,  the  pro- 
duce of  the  Canada  Sugar  Eefinery.  That  we  have  no  fauit  whatever  to  find  with 
the  quality  of  the  sugar  supplied  by  that  refinery;  on  the  contrary,  we  are  glad  to 
be  able  to  bear  testimony  to  its  unitorm  excellent  quality.  That  we  also  desire  it  to 
be  understood  that  we  do  not  object  to  a  proper  scale  of  duties  being  placed  on  the 
importation  into  Canada  of  refined  sugars,  in  order  to  protect,  encourage  and  foster 
this  industry  in  Canada. 

That  for  many  years,  in  fact  from  its  foundation  until  quite  recently,  the  doors 
of  the  Canada  Sugar  Refinery  were  open  to  all  members  of  the  trade,  both  wholesale 
and  retail,  who  might  be  in  a  position  to  purchase  the  quantities  fixed  upon  as  a  limit 
by  your  company,  and  at  the  prices  fixed  upon  for  such  quantities. 

We  therefore  object  that  under  the  present  arrangement  which  exists  between 
the  Canada  Sugar  Eefinery  and  the  Wholesale  Grocers'  Guild,  we  are  denied  this 
privilege  and  compelled  to  pay  a  certain  fixed  tribute  or  profit  to  certain  jobbers  and 
middlemen  on  this  necessary  and  leading  article  of  our  trade. 

That  the  present  arrangement  discriminates  most  unfairly  against  an  over- 
whelming majority  of  the  retail  grocery  trade  throughout  this  city  and  Dominion, 
inasmuch  as  it  would  seem  to  your  subscribers  quite  impossible  to  draw  the  line 
Btrictly  as  between  a  wholesale  and  retail  merchant. 

That  many  members  of  the  so-called  Wholesale  Grocers'  Guild,  and  others  who, 
under  the  present  arrangement  are  receiving  their  supplies  direct  from  the  refinery, 
are  not  simply  wholesale  merchants,  manufacturers  or  jobberf,  but  are  in  point  of  fact 
largely  engaged  in  a  retail  family  trade. 

That  in  consequence  of  the  combination  at  present  existing  such  parties  are 
enabled  to  purchabe  their  supplies  of  granulated  and  other  sugars  at  lower  prices 
than  other  members  of  the  retail  trade;  thereby  placing  the  large  majority  of  the 
members  of  our  trade  at  a  most  serious  disadvantage  in  the  legitimate  prosecution  of 
their  business. 

That  the  tax  we  are  compelled  to  pay  jobbers  and  others,  as  a  profit  on  refined 
sugars,  is  most  exorbitant  and  unwarranted. 

That  the  combination  exists  to  the  great  detriment  and  irjury  of  consumers 
throughout  the  Dominion . 

That  while  we  admit  it  is  a  matter  with  which  we  have  nothing  to  do,  we  may 
be  allowed  to  express  the  opinion,  that  the  sales  of  refined  sugars  manufactured  in 
Canada  are  not  increased  or  advanced  in  any  way  in  consequence  of  the  present 
combination. 

Wherefore  we  respectfully  request  that  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  give  this 
communication  your  serious  consideration,  and  we  trust  that  an  arrangement  may  be> 
consummated  satisfactorily  to  all  concerned. 

Yours  respectfully, 

THOMAS  GAUTHIER,  Fresident. 
ALEX.  D.  FEASBR,  Vice  President. 
JOHN  ROBERTSON,  )  , ,    ,        ^  ^        ,.     ^        . , 
GEO.  GRAHAM  i  ■'^^'"^"^''s  of  Executive  Committee, 

Geobge  a.  Dkummond,  Esq,,  President  Canada  Sugar  Refining  Co.,  Montreal. 
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EXHIBIT   19. 

Canadian  Manufacturers'  Association,  General  Seoretart's  Office, 

6  Wellington  Street  West,  Toronto,  12tJi  March,  1888, 

f^TR, — I  append  herewith  clippiDgs  from  the  Globe  and  Mail  for  your  perusal. 

Yon  will  notice  from  the  tenor  of  their  criticiBmB  that  they  bavo  either  not 
read  the  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yon,  or  having  read  it  have 
deliberately  placed  a  false  construction  upon  its  contents. 

Tou  will  donhtless  lememher  that  my  letter  contained  no  argument  claiming 
that  lahor  organizations  were  illegal  or  irjurious,  although  it  did  claim  that  they 
have  no  right  to  deprive  any  man  of  bis  occupation  simply  because  he  declines  to 
contribute  to  the  funds  of  ary  trades  union  or  other  form  of  associated  labor. 

As  my  other  letter  was  addressed  to  you  as  chairman  of  the  Select  Committee, 
the  garbled  statements  published  in  the  press  could  only  have  been  obtained 
thrcugh  your  agency,  and  I  therefore  have  to  ask  you  both  as  a  matter  of  courtesy 
and  as  an  act  of  justice  to  see  that  the  false  impression  created  by  the  remarks  of 
the  Ghhe  and  Mail  is  promptly  and  prominently  contradicted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sft-,  your  obedient  servant, 

FREDEEIC  NICHOLLS,  Secretary. 

IT.  C.  Wallace,  Esq.,  M.P.,  Chairman  Select  Committee  on  Combinations, 
House  of  Commons,  Ottawa. 


CRITICISMS  ABOVE  RBPEREBD  TO. 
Mr.  Nicholls  on  Labor  Organizations. 

Mr.  Fred.  Nicholls,  the  ubiquitous  secretary  of  the  Manufacturers'  Assooiationj 
has  written  a  letter  to  Mr.  Clarke  Wallace,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Combina- 
tions, suggesting  that  the  inquiry  should  be  enlarged  so  as  to  embrace  labor  organi- 
zations, and  arguing  that  they  are  as  illegal  and  injurious  as  the  sugar  and  manu- 
facturers' combine.  Mr.  Nicholls  forgets  that  there  is  no  duty  on  imported  labor, 
and  that  men  are  not  forced  into  labor  organizations.  What  gratitude  Mr.  NichollB 
and  his  party  show  towards  the  workingmen  !  They  have  evidently  come  to  tie 
conclusion  that  as  between  labor  and  protection  the  parting  of  the  ways  has  beta 
reached. — Qlohe . 

Trades  Unions  and  Combines. 

Mr.  Frederic  Nicholls,  on  behalf  of  the  Manufacturers'  Association,  ha-s  addressed 
a  letter  to  the  Committee  on  Combines,  inviting  an  investigation  into  trades  unions. 
Mr.  Nicholls  thinks  a  union  of  workmen  to  sustain  wages  is  as  dangerous  as  a  com- 
bine among  manufacturers  supported  by  a  high  tariff  and  a  boycott  to  keep  up  the 
prices  cf  manufactured  articles.  In  support  of  his  contention  he  menHons  an  inci- 
dent which  occurred  at  Hamilton.  A  trades  union  man  was  required  to  go  on 
strike,  and  while  out  of  employment  his  wife  was  compelled  to  take  in  washing  to 
support  the  family.— -il/aj^ 

EXHIBIT  20. 
A. 

Moulinette,  15th  March,  1888. 

Dear  Sir,— I  enclosed  telegrams  and  letter  to  Dr.  Hickey  yesterday  in  regard 
to  a  purchase  of  a  car  load  of  sugsr  from  the  Moncton  Sugar  Refining  Company, 
Ton  will  see  that  they  wanted  fifty  cents  per  100  pounds  extra  from  me  because  I 
-was  not  a  ringer— equal  to  over  $100  on  each  car  load.    I  have  been  jobbing  a  little 
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in  Cornwall,  but  they  have  destroyed  my  doing  anything  more  until  the  combine  U 
broken.  I  see  by  yesterday's  Gazette  that  Mr.  Drummond  states  that  the  only  diff 
erence  was  f  cent  in  small  lots  and  ^  cent  in  15  barrel  lots.  Tou  will  see  by  tele 
grams  I  sent  yesterday,  care  of  Dr.  Hickey,  that  they  exacted  J  cent  per  pound 
extra  in  car  lots.     I  trust  we  will  soon  see  the  end  of  combine  business. 


The  Chairman  of  the  Combines  Committee,  Ottawa, 


Yours  sincerely, 

J.  G.  SNBTSINGEK. 


B. 

(  Telegram.') 

26th  July,  188T. 

Ship  car  sugar  immediately  to  Cornwall.     Twenty  barrels.  No.  530;  balance 
standard  granulated.    Send  invoice  here. 

J.  G.  SNBTSINGER. 
Moncton  Sugar  Eefinery,  Moncton,  N.B, 


C. 

{^Telegram.) 

Moncton,  N.B.,  26th  Jaly,  1887. 
Understood  you  were  guild  when  quoting.     Cannot  ship  goods  until  this  is  con 
sidered,  unless  you  consent  to  increase  of  fifty  cents  on  granulated  only.     Wire  your 
decision.   Sincerely  regret  misunderstanding.   Too  are  aware  we  have  no  alternative. 

MONCTON  SUGAR  EBFINING  COMPANY. 
J.  G.  Snetsinger,  Moulinette,  Ont. 


D. 

(^Telegram.) 

r         ^  ,  26th  July,  1887. 

i  want  car  sugar  as  agreed. 

TIT      f      a         T>  «  -      r,  w  J-  ^-  SNETSINGBB, 

Moncton  Sugar  Refining  Company,  Moncton,  N.B. 


B. 

(^Telegram.) 

Moncton,  N.B.,  27th  July,  1887. 
Will  ship  car,  owing  to  misunderstanding.     Keep  quotations  strictly  private. 

MONCTON  SUGAR  REFINING  COMPANY. 
J.  G.  Snetsinger,  Moulinette,  Out. 


EXHIBIT  21. 
A. 


Montreal,  23rd  December,  1887. 
Dear  Sir,-I  was  very  much  surprised  to-day,  when  calling  at  the  office  of  th^ 
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Canada  Sugar  RefiDing  Company,  to  learn  that  my  name  was  do  longer  on  the  list 
of  privileged  buyers  of  the  Grocers'  Afesocintior . 

i  called  at  your  office  immediately  thereafter  to  learn  the  reason,  but  you  were 
not  in. 

Would  you  be  good  enough  (without  delay)  to  inform  me  by  whose  authority, 
and  for  what  offence,  I  am  subjected  to  such  treatment  without  any  notification  whatr- 
ever. 

Tour  prompt  attention  will  oblige, 

Tours  truly, 

WALTER  PAUL, 
Geo.  Hadrill,  Esq.,  Secretary  Montreal  Board  of  Trade. 


B. 

MONTREAL  BOARD  OF  TRADE. 

(Wholesale  Grocers'  Association.) 

Montreal,  23rd  December,  1887. 

Dear  Sir, — In  leply  to  yours  of  yesterday's  date  enquiring  reason  of  the  erasures 
of  your  name  from  the  list  of  signers  to  the  sugar  agreement,  permit  me  to  assure 
you  that  it  is  for  no  reason  particular  to  yourself,  but  simply  in  compliance  with  that 
terms  of  appended  resolution  of  the  Dominion  Wholesale  Grocers'  Guild,  whieli 
orders  that  the  agreement  be  confined  to  strictly  wholesale  houses,  acting  nndar 
which  resolution  the  various  grocers'  associations  in  the  Dominion  have  removed  tha 
names  of  all  retailers  from  the  sugar  agreement. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  truly, 

GEO.  HADRILL,  Secretary. 
Walter  Paul,  Esq.,  city. 


The  following  is  the  resolution  above  referred  to  : — 

C. 

Resolution  adopted  at  meeting  Dominion  Wholesale  Grocers'  Guild,  held  at 
Kingston,  on  16th  November,  1887. 

"  Besolved,  That  the  sugar  combination  be  confined  to  strictly  wholesale  houses^ 
and  that  local  guilds  be  requested  to  erase  from  membership  any  retail  house,  a  retail 
house  being  understood  to  mean  any  house  selling  direct  to  the  consumer,  and  that  a. 
new  list  be  sent  refiners  of  those  who  are  in  the  combination." 


EXHIBIT   22. 

SYNOPSIS  OP  RULES,  REGULATIONS  AND  AGREEMENTS  ENTERED* 
INTO,  AND  AT  PRESENT  IN  OPERATION  BY  THE  DOMINION  WHOLE- 
SALE GROCERS'  GUILD. 

Secretary's  Office,  Toronto,  July,  1887. 

TERMS  AND  DISCOUNTS. 

General  groceries,  4  months'  note ;  or  cash  in  15  days  less  3  per  cent. ;  or  cask 
in  30  days,  less  2^  per  cent. 

Sugars,  syrups,  molasses,  also  canned  goods,  such  as  fruits,  vegetables,  fish,  &c., 
(sardines  excepted),  60  days' note;  or  cash  in  16  days,  less  1^  per  cent. ;  or  cask 
in  30  days,  less  1  per  cent. 


Province  of  Ontario. 

evillfi, 

liD, 

Brantford, 
Erockville, 

Hamilton,       London, 
EingstoD,        Ottawa, 

Sarnia, 
Toronto, 

SUGAR. 


Produce  of  all  kinds,  fish  of  all  descriptions,  either  in  barrels,  kits,  bundles  or 
1)0X68,  net  cash. 

Invoice  shall  not  in  any  case  be  dated  later  than  day  of  shipment. 

SUGAR    AGREEMENT. 

Scale  of  mi  na  mum  advance:  Under  15  brls.,  J  cent  per  pound;  15  brls.  and 
over  in  one  sale,  f  cent  per  pound. 

This  ecale  of  advance  to  apply  to  each  grade  separately  of  the  followirg  specified 
sugars,  viz. :  All  graded  sugars,  such  as  ground,  extra  ground,  Paris  lumps,  grocers' 
A,  standard  A,  and  'granulated  (three  boxes  of  Paris  lumps  to  count  as  one  barrel). 

Sellers  to  be  allowed  to  prepay  or  allow  buyers  cost  of  freight  to  competing 
points  only.    Competing  points  are  as  follows : — 

0. 

Trenton. 
Toronto, 

Province  of  Quebec. 
Montreal,  Quebec. 

That  where  granulated  or  white  sugars  of  any  kind  are  sold  to  arrive  or  for 
future  delivery,  the  sale  shall  be  made  at  open  prices,  and  shall  be  invoiced  at  the 
price  eaisting  at  the  date  of  shipment  or  delivery. 

Any  change  in  prices,  if  any,  will  be  made  on  Saturday  of  each  week.  Any 
sales  made  on  Saturday  before  receipt  of  advice,  must  be  made  at  open  prices. 

Off  brands  may  be  offered  only  as  such,  and  at  prices  not  more  than  ^  cent  less 
Ihan  best  brands. 

!No  net  prices  to  be  quoted. 

Sales  of  sugar  must  not  in  any  case  be  dated  later  than  first  delivery  on  such 
aale. 

Parties  to  this  agreement  bind  themselves  not  in  any  case  or  instance  to  sell  or 
allow  their  travellers  to  sell  or  offer  to  sell  other  kinds  of  sugar,  or  other  goods,  in 
■connection  with  sugars  covered  by  this  agreement  at  lower  prices,  as  an  inducement 
for  parties  to  purchase  those  sugars. 

To  buyers  as  far  west  as  Coteau,  and  at  all  points  south  of  Eiver  St.  Lawrence 
tie  advance  on  sugars  is  ^  less  than  as  rated  above. 

Parties  to  this  agreement  bind  themselves  not  in  any  case  or  instance  to  sell  or 
allow  their  travellers  to  sell,  or  offer  to  sell,  directly  or  indirectly,  sugars  covered 
by  this  agreement,  to  those  wholesale  dealers  who  have  not  signed  this  agreement, 
■at  less  than  one-half  cent  (J)  advance  on  the  refiners'  prices. 

TOBACCO    AGREEMENT. 

Minimum  advance  to  be  4  cents  over  manufacturers'  prices  and  excise.  Terms : 
4  months,  or  discount  as  above. 

Parties  to  this  agreement  to  have  the  privilege  of  delivering  to  competing 
points,  or  allowing  differences  in  freight  between  place  of  shipment  and  nearest 
competing  point.    The  following  are  competing  points,  viz. ;  — 

Province  of  Ontario, 

J3e]leville,  Collingwood,  Lanark,  Ottawa,  Sarnia,  Trenton, 

Eerlin,  Deseronto,       Lindsay,  Pembroke,      Stratford,         Westmeath, 

Brantford,  Guelph,  London,  Perth,  St.  Catharines,Windsor, 

J3rockville,  Hamilton,        Moulinette,  Peterboro,       St.  Mary's.       Woodstock. 

Chatham,  Kingston,        Napanee,  Port  Arthur,  Toronto, 

Province  of  Quebec. 

Enckirgham,  Chelsea,  Coaticooke,  Ifevis,  Montreal^ 

Quebec,  Sherbrooke,  Three  Elvers, 
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PICKLES. 


.;nt,fS°v'^'"?.'''"^''''f*of*,'^"',f,SP"*'^«  *o  ^^«  '•^tail  trade  :-Morton's  imperial 
pints,  SJ.25,  Crosse  &  Blackwell's  imperial  piEts.  83.25  ;  4  months  or  discount  as 
above. 

Parties  to  the  agreement  have  the  privilege  of  delivering  to  all  points  wher© 
there  are  direct  buyers. 


TWO  EXAMPLES  Of  FBEIGHT  CLAIMS. 

Eate  freight,  Montreal  to  Campbellville 2S  cts.  per  100  lbs. 

do  Toronto  do 14  do 

Montreal  may  allow  Campbellville  buyers 11  do 

Eate  freight,  Toronto  to  Windsor 18  do 

do  London  do     15  do 

Toronto  may  allow  Windsor  buyers 3  do 

By  order. 

BDGAE  A.  WILLS,  Secretary. 


EXHIBIT  23. 

A. 

The  foUomtig  papers,  A  andB,  have  reference  to  the  matter  of  Exhibit  8. 
CAl^ADA,  \ 

Pbovinoe  or  Oktabio,  (in  the  matter  of  the  proceedings  taken  in  the  High  Court 
CITY  OF  TORONTO,       I  of  Justice  by  Charles  Stark  against  the  Canadian  Asso- 

To  Wit:  I         elation  of  Jobbers  in  American  watches. 

We,  John  Segsworth,  M.  C.  Ellis,  Thomas  H.  Lee,  F.  Thayer,   B.  Soheuer,   C. 

D.  Maughan,  and  Edgar  A.  Wills,  of  the  city  of  Toronto,  do  solemnly  declare  as 
follows: — 

1.  I,  the  said  Edgar  A.  Wills,  do  declare  that  the  paper  hereto  annexed  and 
marked  "A,"  signed  by  me,  is  a  true  copy  of  the  minutes  of  the  meeting  of  the  said 
association  held  at  the  city  of  Toronto  on  the  Ist  day  of  March,  1888,  in  so  far  as 
the  minutes  relate  to  the  consideration  of  the  rule  adopted  by  the  American  Asso- 
ciation to  the  effect  that  "  no  jobber  shall  be  allowed  to  sell  any  Amercian  movements 
without  cases,  or  at  least  as  many  cases  of  the  same  kind  as  the  movements  to  be 
Bold  in  each  bill,"  and  to  the  action  of  the  Canadian  Association  taken  with  respect 
thereto. 

2.  And  we,  the  said  John  Segsworth,  M.  C.  Ellis,  Thomas  H.  Lee,   P.  Thayer, 

E.  Scheuer,  C.  D.  Maughan  and  Edgar  A.  Wills   each  for  himself  severally  declare 
that  the  resolution  referred  to  in  the  said  copy  of  minutes  hereto  annexed  deferring 
action  in  reference  to  the  telegram  received  from  the  American  Jobbers'  Association 
was  paesed  before  any  notice  was  received  from  the  said  Charles  Stark  of  the  pro- 
ceedings taken  by  him  against  the  said  Canadian  Association  and  before  any  papers 
were  served  on  behalf  of  the  said  Charles  Stark  upon  the  said  Canadian  Association. 
Also  that  the  note  in  the  said  minutes,  stating  the  stage  of  the  proceedings  at  which 
the  Secretary  was  called  from  the  room  and  returning  read  to  the  meeting  the  paper 
that  had  been  handed  to  him  by  the  clerk  of  the  solicitor  representing  Mr.    Stark, 
and  correctly  states  what  happened. 

3.  With   the  exception  of  Mr.  C,  H.  A.  Grrant,  representing  Messrs.  Schwob 
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Brothers,  of  Montreal,  and  who  is  not  in  the  city  of  Toronto  and  cannot  join  in  tl 
declaration,  we  tbe  aforenamed  persons  (together  with  E.T.Ellis  who  is  not 
Toronto  to-day)  making  this  solemn  declaration  were  all  who  attended  the  sa 
meeting,  aad  we,  each  for  himself,  severally  declare  that  until  the  said  pap 
handed  to  the  secretary  'by  the  clerk  of  the  solicitor  representing  Mr.  Stark  w 
read  to  the  meeting,  none  of  us  had  received  any  information  respeoti  ng  the  intend 
action  by  the  said  Stark  or  knew  of  his  intention  to  take  said  proceedings.  The  sa 
resolution  referred  to  in  said  minutes  was  passed  by  the  meeting  without  referen 
to  said  Charles  Stark  or  to  any  contemplated  action  on  his  part. 

And  we  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to 
true,  and  by  virtue  of  an  Act  passed  in  the  thirty-seventh  year  of  Her  Majestj 
reign,  intituled  :  "  An  Act  for  the  suppression  of  voluntary  and  extra-judicial  oaths 

M.  C.  ELLIS, 
a  D.  MAUGHAIT, 
J.  SBGSWORTH, 
EDMUND  SCHEUBR 
THOMAS  H.  LEE, 
BDGAE  A.  WILLS. 
Solemnly  declared  by  the  foregoing,  J.  Segs-  1 

worth,  M.  C.  Ellis,   Thomas  H.  Lee,   S.  / 

Thayer,  E.  Soheuer,  0.  D.  Maughan  and' 

Edgar  A.  Wills,  at  the  city  of  Toronto/ 

in  the  County  of  York,  on  this  12th  day  \ 

of  March,  A.D.  1888.     Before  me  ) 

A.  Mackenzie,  A  Commissioner  <&c.  and  a  Notary  Public  for  Ontario. 


B. 

GBNEEAL  MEETING. 

1st  March,  1888, 
17,,-  ^jy^i'^*-'  M:esRrs.    J.   Sagsworth,  M.   0.  Ellis,  Thomas   Lee,  P.  Thayer,  E.  ^ 
1.111S,  B.  Scheuer  C.  D.  Maughan,  of  Toronto,  C.  H.  A.  Grant,  representing  Messr 
Schwob  Bros.,  of  Montreal.  ^ 

John  Segsworth,  vice-president,  in  the  chair. 

The  Chairman  having  read  the  notice  calling  the  meeting,  stated  the  qnesti 
before  the  meeting  was  the  consideration  of  the  telegram  read  by  the  secretary  Ire 
Mr.  Noyes,  of  New  York.  a  j  j 

After  brief  discussion,  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Thos.  H.  Lee,  seconded  by  E.  Scheni 

Ihat  for  the  present  action  shall  be  deferred  in  reference  to  the  telegram  i 
ceived  from  the  American  Jobbers'  Association  (Exhibit  8)  and  that  should  the  exec 
tive  of  our  association  m  the  future  think  it  necessary,  they  shall  call  a  general  m& 
ing  tor  the  purpose  of  discussing  any  matters  pertaining  thereto  —Carried 
w.^.  ^°°^;?'i"i°^t.ons  from  Messrs.  A.  O,  Norton  &  Co.,  Smith  &  Patterson,  G.  J 
Fahys  and  A.  Eaves  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  the  secretary  was  called  from  the  room,  a 
returning  read  to  the  meeting  a  paper  that  had  been  handed  to  him  by  the  clerk 
solictors  representing  Mr.  C.  Stark.  This  document  was  returned  without  commt 
to  the  bearer. 

Certified  correct. 

Secretary. 


WATCHES. 
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C. 

Toronto,  12th  April,  1888. 

K  C.  Wallace,  Esq.,  M.P,,  Ottawa,  Ont. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  obliged  for  your  favor  eDclosing  copy  of  Mr.  Ellis'  letter,  and 
eg  respectluUy  to  refer  your  honorable  Corr.mittee  to  the  letter  before  you  marked 
"  B,"  one  of  those  which  I  sent  you  March  I5th,  accompanied  by  sworn  affidavits  as 
to  correctness,  which  was  written  by  Mr.  Ellis'  senior  partner,  as  a  denial  to  the  re- 
port complained  of  by  the  Elgin  Watch  Company,  referred  to  by  Mr.  M.  C.  Ellis  in 
his  letter  to  you .  This  letter  satisiied  the  Elgin  Watch  Company  that  they  had 
been  misinformed,  and  I  again  repeat  that  the  eaid  company  continued  to  supply  me 
until  the  combine's  pressure  left  them  no  alternative  but  to  refuse  to  complete  their 
contract  with  me.  See  copy  of  Elgin  Company's  letter  sent  you  by  last  maiL 
Further  comment  is  needless. 

Yours  truly. 

CHAS.  STAEK. 


Copy  of  letter  from  Elgin  National  Watch  Company. 

Chicago,  19th  November,  1885. 
Mr.  Chas.  Stark,  52  Church  St.,  Toronto,  Ontario. 

Dear  Sir, — We  are  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  17th  inst,  enclosing  numbers 
of  No  13  movement  tor  rebate,  also  your  order  for  movements  which  you  wish  us 
to  foiward.  Tou  are  doubtless  aware  of  the  formation  of  the  Canadian  Associatioa 
of  Jobbers  in  American  Watches,  and  also  that  this  company  is  co-operating  with 
that  association  which  prohibits  our  continuing  business  relations  with  yon  from 
the  fact  that  vou  are  not  a  member  of  that  aseociation.  We  have  no  jurisdiction  ae 
to  who  shall  constitute  its  members.  We  are  advised  of  its  members  and  your  name 
is  not  included,  therefore  we  must  say  that  we  cannot  allow  the  rebate  you  refer  to 
nor  fill  your  order  for  movements.  Our  explanation  to  you  may  seem  short  and 
Berhaps  strictly  to  the  point,  but  we  cannot  give  an  extended  explanation  from  the 
fact  that  the  organizing  of  that  association  there  as  well  as  the  association  m  the 
United  States  precludes  our  saying  other  than  that  we  do  strictly  co-operate  with 
both  associations,  and  we  must  abide  by  the  resolutions  of  that  cc-operation . 

Tours  truly, 

ELGIN  NATIONAL  WATCH  COMPANY, 

Jno.  M.  Cutter. 


Toronto,  31st  March,  1888. 

Dear  Sir  —By  referring  to  my  examination  or  testimony  given  on  behalf  of  the 
Canadian  Association  of  Jobbers  in  American  watches,  you  will  find  that  I  made  the 
assertion  distinctly  in  opposition  to  that  made  by  Charles  Stark  that  0.  Stark  owed  the 
loss  of  his  supply  of  goods  from  the  Elgin  National  Watch  Company  to  the  fact  of 
his  cataloguing  bis  goods  to  the  public  and  by  purposely  avoiding  the  name  Elgin 
hoodwinked  that  company  into  the  belief  that  he  was  wholesaling.  The  enclosed 
letter  which  is  a  true  copy  of  one  written  him  prior  to  our  association  being  iormed, 
or  in  co-operation  with  the  Elgin  National  Watch  Company.  This  letter  clearly  shows 
that  our  association  was  not  the  cause  of  his  trouble  with  that  company  and  his  own 
method  ot  doing  business  in  violation  of  the  understanding  he  had  with  that  com- 
pany was  the  cause  and  the  only  one  of  being  cut  off.    I  think,  sir,  that  you  will 
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clearly  see  that  our  association  does  not  assume  the  proportions  of  either  trusts 
combinations.  We  do  not  force  up  prices,  nor  in  fact  establish  prices  in  any  mam 
Bach  manufacturer  makes  his  own  prices  and  is  at  liberty  to  change  them  to  i 
retailer  as  often  as  he  sees  fit.  All  that  the  association  regulates  is  a  uniformity 
price,  agreeing  together  to  interpret  prices  the  same  after  adding  our  duties  t 
expenses.  As  your  Committee  summoned  Charles  Stark  and  paid  his  expenses, 
you  not  think  that  those  who  gave  testimony  on  other  side  should  be  fairly  entit 
to  their  expenses  ?  We  do  not  press  the  matter,  but  leave  it  to  your  well  kno 
impartiality.     Thanking  you  for  the  courtesy  of  a  fair  hearing  extended  me. 

I  am  yours  respectfully, 

M.  C.  ELLIS. 

Clarke  WALLAeE,  Esq.,  Ottawa. 


Chicago,  25th  April,  1888. 

Deak  Sir, — Our  attention  has  been  called  several  times  of  late  to  your  adverti 
ments  offering  American  watches  to  the  public  at  greatly  reduced  prices ;  that  y 
have  directly  offered  Klgins  in  like  manner  we  do  not  claim,  but  in  the  gone 
interest  of  the  American  watch  business  in  Canada  your  methods  of  selling  watcb 
has  a  depressing  effect  on  prices  of  ours  as  well  as  your  openly  avowed  purpose 
selling  others,  therefore  we  have  decided  to  request  yon  to  either  restore  prices 
all  American  watches  to  a  fair  profit  over  the  retaileps'  prices,  cease  advertieinc 
the  public  altogether,  or  we  shall  feel  that  cause  has  sufficiently  existed  to  withdri 
our  recognition  as  a  jobber.  Will  you  please  reply  promptly  ?  The  above  is  fu 
concurred  in  by  all  American  companies. 

Yours  truly, 

ELGIN  NATIONAL  WATCH  COMPANY. 

John  M.  Cutteb. 
Chas.  Stark,  52  Church  Street,  Toronto. 


EXHIBIT  24. 
BUSINESS  RECORDS  OF  THE  WHOLESALE  GROCERS'  DOMINION  GUII 
From  1th  June,  1884,  to  IQth  November  188*7,  inclusive. 

A  meeting  of  Delegates  from  the    Wholesale  Grocers'  Association  of  Hamilton,  Torm 
and  Montreal,  held  in  the  Council  Room  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Montreal,  7th  June,  1884. 

Present  .-—Messrs.  Ince,  Davidson  and  Blain,  of  Toronto ;  McPherson  and  G 
lard,  of  Hamilton  ;  and  Childs,  Kirk  and  Tees,  of  Montreal. 

Mr.  Childs,  President  of  the  Montreal  Association,  was  elected  chair mao,  ai 
Mr.  Tees  was  requested  to  act  as  secretary. 

The  chairman,  in  a  short  address,  welcomed  the  delegates  from  Ontario,  ai 
expressed  a  wish  that  the  meeting  would  result  in  the  recommendation  of  bu 
measures  as  could  be  adopted  by  the  various  local  associations  and  carried  out  wi 
advantage  to  all  concerned. 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Ince  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Kirk, 

That  this  organization  be  known  as  the  Dominion  Wholesale  Grocers'  Guild. 
Carried . 
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For  the  office  of  president  Mr.  Incs  was  nominated  by  Mr.  Childs  and  supported 
by  Mr.  McPherson. 

There  being  no  other  nomination  his  election  was  unanimous. 
For  the  offieo  of  vice-president  Mr.  Childs  was  nominated  by  Mr.  Gillard,   sup- 
ported by  Mr.  Ince,  and  unanimously  elected. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Davidson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Ince, 
That  Mr.  Edgar  A.  Wills  be  appointed  secretary. — Carried; 
It  was  then  resolved  that  the  remuneration  to  the  secretary  and  other  necessary- 
expenses  be  borne  in  ec[ual  proportions  by  the  loaal  oassoiations. — Carried. 
Moved  by  Mr.  Davidson,  seconded  by  Mc  Ince, 

That  the  secretary  of  each  association  ba  regarded  as  the  local  secretary  of  the* 
Dominion  Guild.— Carried. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Davidson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Kirk, 

That  we  endorse  the  resolutions  passed  at  Toronto  on  the  12th  May  last  in  rega  rd 
to  ter^  and  which  reads  as  follows  : — 

''■niat  from  and  after  the  Ist  July,  1884,  sugar,  syrup  and  molasses  shall   not 
be  sold  on  credit  of  over  four  months  f/om  date  of  shipment,  and   that  parties  shall 
have  the  privilege  of  giving  ten  days  additional  on  said  goods  when  shipped  from; 
Montreal  to  Toronto,  and  west  of  Toronto,  in  special  cases." — Carried. 
Moved  by  Mr.  Gillard,  seconded  by  Mr.  Ince, 

That  general  goods  shall  not  in  any  case  be  dated  later  than  day  of  delivery. — • 
<I!arried. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Tees,  seconded  by  Mr.  Davidson, 

That  the  resolution  relating  to  discounts  and  passed  at  the  Toronto  meeting- 
having  met  with  disapproval  by  some  of  the  local  associations,  the  following  dis- 
counts are  hereby  recommended : 

60  days  gooas,  1  per  cent. ;  -i  months'  goods,  2^  per  cent. ;  if  paid  within  30  days, 
or  interest  at  the  rate  of  9  per  cent,  for  the  unexpired  time.— Carried. 
Moved  by  Mr.  Gillard,  seconded  by  Mr.  Kirk, 

That  the  foregoing  resolution  shall  take  effect  on  the  1st  July,  and  that  the  Do- 
mmion  secretary  be  instructed  to  furnish  each  member  of  the  guilds,  printed  slips  of 
the  terms  and  discounts  therein  contained,  provided  said  resolutions  are  confirmed 
by  the  local  guilds. — Carried. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Ince,  seconded  by  Mr.  McPherson, 

That  the  secretaries  of  the  local  guilds  are  requested  to  at  onoe obtain  signatures 
to  a  document  embodying  the  foregoing  resolutions  as  regards  credits  and  diSoo  ante. 
— Carried. 

GBNBKAL  MEETING. 

Bominim  Wholesale  Grocers'  Guild. 

Toronto,  25th  November,  1885. 

Present  — W.  Ince,  President;  G.  Childs,  Vice-President,  and  Messrs.  Kinlock 
and  Ligutbound,  of  Montreal ;  Gillard  and  J.  J.  Stuart,  of  Hamilton ;  A .  Cleghorn,  of 
London;  Jas.  Watt,  of  Branttord;  S.  S.  Young,  of  Trenton;  and  H.  Blain  and  A.  M. 
Smith,  of  Toronto. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Blain,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gillard,  i^    ■..  ^ 

That  the  minutes  of  the  meeting  held  in  Montreal,  7th  June,  1881  as  submitted 
by  Mr  Kinlock,  the  secretary  of  the  Montreal  Guild,  be  approved,  and  the  same  copied: 
into  abook  of  records  of  the  proceedings  of  the  DominLon  Guild  -Carried. 

Letters  of  regret  at  not  being  able  to  attend  were  received  from  Messrs.  Basker- 
viUe&Co.  of  Ottawa,  and  Gilmore  &  Co.,  of  BrockviUe.  No  acknowledgments 
whatever  was  made  by  the  Kingston  firms  invited.  ;rr«ptn«cta-vfl   oT 

The  secretary's  statement  of  expenses,   amounting  to  $14.83,  irrespective  «& 
salary,  was  then  submitted. 
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Moved  by  Mr.  Gillard,  seconded  by  Mr,  Cleghorn, 

That  the  salary  of  the  secretary  of  the  Dominion  Gaild  be  one  hundred  dollari 
per  acnnm,  to  date  from  formation  of  the  same,  viz. ; — 7th  Jane,  1884,  and  tha 
amount,  together  with  other  disbursements,  be  borne  equally  by  the  Montreal 
Toronto,   Hamilton,  London  and  Brantford  local  guilds. — Carried. 

Tobacco. 

The  meeting  then  proceeded  to  discuss  the  recent  tobacco  memorial. 

Mr.  Childs  reported  verbally  the  result  of  the  interviews  had  by  the  deputationE 
from  the  Montreal  trade  with  Mr.  McDonald,  which  were  very  unsatisfactory,  he 
liaving  positively  declined  to  assist  the  trade. 

After  discussing  the  terms  made  by  Messrs.  George  E,  Tuckett  &  Son,  tobacco 
manufacturers  of  Hamilton, 

Mr.  Gillard  promised  to  personally  interview  the  firm,  with  a  view 'to  inducing 
them  to  call  attention  in  some  especial  manner,  at  the  expense  of  this  guild,  to  the 
terms  at  which  his  tobaccos  are  to  be  resold  by  the  wholesale  trade. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Blain.  seconded  by  Mr.  GilJard, 

That  a  circular  be  issued  drawing  attention  to  the  conditions  on  Geo.  B.  Tuckett 
&  Son's  invoices,  and  sent  to  the  merchants  who  signed  the  tobacco  memorial,  and 
expressing  the  hope  that  the  term-j  will  be  strictly  carried  out,  and  that  they  will 
leport  any  breaches  of  the  same  to  Mr  Edgar  A.  Wills,  ot  Toronto,  who  will  investi- 
gate and  take  proper  means  to  prevent  recurrence. — Carried. 

The  secretary  was  instructed  to  convey  to  Messrs.  Geo.  B.  Tuckett  &  Son  the 
cordial  thanks  of  the  guild  for  the  generous  manner  in  which  that  firm  had  supported 
the  trade  in  the  sale  of  their  tobaccos. 

Mr.  Young,  of  Trenton,  promised  to  undertake  to  see  the  Kingston  merchants 
and  endeavor  to  get  them  either  to  form  a  guild  of  their  own  or  to  join  in  with  the 
trade  generally  in  their  efforts  to  secure  reasonable  profits. 

Mr,  Young  to  report  to  the  secretary  as  soon  as  anything  was  done. 

The  meeting  adjourned  at  1  p.m. 

Afternoon  Session— 3  p.m. 

The  discussion  on  the  tobacco  question  was  again  resumed  and  it  was  decided 
that  at  present  no  further  effort  should  be  made  to  induce  the  manufacturers  to  com- 
toine. 

Additional  Places  as  Competing  Points. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Gillard,  seconded  by  Mr.  Blain, 

That  the  following  places  be  added  to  list  of  competing  noints  for  delivery  of 
tobaccos,  viz.,  Collingwood,  Sarnia,  Berlin,  St.  Catharines,  St.  Mary's,  Stratford,  Sher- 
Ijrooke,  Sorel  and  Three  Elvers,  and  that  the  Dominion  secretary  be  instructed  to 
issue  a  circular  to  members  of  Montreal,  Toronto,  Hamilton,  London  and  Brantlord 
Guilds.  —Carried. 

Terms  of  Credit. 

A  prolonged  discussion  on  this  subject  ensued  and  finally  it  was 

Moved  to  Mr.  L'ghtboand,  seconded  by  Mr.  Smith. 

That  the  loUowiog  terms  and  discounts  be  established  as  those  which  are  to 
govern  the  wholesale  grocery  business  within  the  limits  of  the  guilds,  namely : 

General  Groceries :— Four  months'  credits  or  3  per  cent,  discount  for  cash  if  paid 
Tfilhin  15  days,  or  2\  per  cent,  within  30  days. 

Sugars,  syrups  and  molasses :— Sixty  days,  or  IJ  per.  cent,  discount  for  cash 
paid  within  15  days,  or  1  per  cent,  witnin  30  days,  and  that  these  terms  shall  be 
sidhered  to  as  closely  as  possible  and  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  furnished  to 
each  of  the  members  of  the  several  guilds  and  they  be  requested  to  have  these  terms 
printed  on  their  invoice  forms. — Carried. 
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Some  dlaousnion  here  ensued  as  to  trading  between  wholesale  houses.  Mr. 
Liightbound  expressed  his  opinion  that  the  object  of  the  formation  of  the  guilds  was 
to  regulate  the  sale  of  goods  to  the  retail  trade  and  its  decisions  had  no  bearing  on 
the  sales  between  the  wholesale  trade.  Mr,  G-illard  agreed  with  Mr.  Lightbound  if 
both  parties  ad  hered  to  the  terms  fixed  by  the  guilds. 

Dating  Goods  Ahead 

Moved  by  Mr.  Gillard,  seconded  by  Mr.  Blain, 

That  the  recommendation  of  the  Dominion  Guild,  made  at  Montreal,  at  their  first 
meeting  in  June,  18&4,  with  regard  to  the  dating  of  goods,  reading  as  follows: — 

"That  invoices  i-hall  not  in  any  case  be  dated  later  than  day  of  shipment. 
Parties  to  have  the  privilege  of  giving  ten  days  additional  oq  goods  when  shipped 
from  Montreal  to  Toronto,  and  west  of  Toronto  in  special  cases,"  with  this  exception, 
viz. : — Shipments  by  water  after  Ist  October,  not  to  be  subject  to  ttiis  rule  is  again 
recommended,  and  the  secretary  is  instructed  to  draft  a  letter  in  accordance  there- 
with, to  be  forwarded  to  each  member  of  the  various  local  guilds,  through  their 
secretaries. — Carried. 

The  meeting  adjourned  at  6  p.  m. 


Session  restimed  at  10.30  a.  m. 


Thursday,  November  26th,  1885. 


Terms  of  Credit. 

By  consent,  the  resolution  as  adopted  was  altered  to  read  as  follows : — 

General  groceries : — 4  months' credit  or  cash  in  15  days  less  3  per  cent.,  30 
days  lees  2J  per  cent. 

Sugars,  syrups,  molasses,  canned  goods,  fruits,  vegetables,  fish,  &o.,  escept 
eardines  :— 60  days'  credit  or  cash  in  15  days  less  IJ  per  cent.,  30  days  less  1  per 
cent. 

Pish  of  all  descriptions,  either  in  barrels,  half-barrels,  kite,  bundles  or  boxes,  net 
cash. 

The  secretary  was  instructed  to  have  the  following  printed  on  post  cards  and 
forwarded  to  every  retail  grocer,  tobacco  dealer  and  general  storekeeper  in  Ontario 
and  the  eastern  provinces,  the  same  being  first  appoved  by  the  Montreal  guild. 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  wholesale  grocery  trade  of  tha  Dominion  it  was  agreed 
that  on  and  after  the  1st  January,  1836,  the  terms  ot  credit  and  cash  discounts  will 
be  as  follows : — 

General  groceries:— 4  months'  credit  or  cash  in  15  days  less  3  per  cent.,  30  days 
less  2\  per  cent. 

Sugars,  syrups  and  molasses,  also  canned  goods  such  as  fruits,  veg  jtablss,  fish, 
Ac.  (sardines  excepted) :— 60  days'  credit  or  casii  in  15  days  less  li  per  cent.,  cash 
in  30  days  1  per  cent." 

Dating  ahead. 

After  further  discussion,  the  motion,  as  moved  by  Mr.  Gillard,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Blain,  was  carried,  and  the  secretaries  of  the  local  guilds  present  were  requested  at 
the  first  meeting  thereof  to  advise  the  members  that  teas  are  not  included  m  these 
terms. 

Granulated  Sugars. 

The  desirability  of  fixing  a  maximum  profit  fully  discussed,  but   no   conclusion 

arrived  at. 

Notice  of  motion  by  Mr.  A.  M.  Smith, 

That  the  terms  of  credit  on  sugars  and  syrups  be  30  days  from  and  after 

and  the  rate  of  discount  be  reduced  to  1  per  cent,  in  10  days  and  no  discount 
after  10  days. 
3—34 
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Othee  Combinations. 

Cook's  Friend. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Blain,  seconded  by  Mr.  Lightbsund, 

That  Mr.  McLaren  be  requested  to  make  fixed  prices  to  the  retail  trade  or  con- 
dition of  purchase  of  his  Cook's  Friend  Baking  Powder,  and  that  it  be  pointed  out 
that  several  houses  in  the  west  have  recently  greatly  decreased  their  sales  on  account 
of  the  small  margin  of  profit  on  these  goods.— Carried. 

Starch. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Lightbound,  seconded  by  Mr.  Smith, 

That  this  meeting,  regretting  the  failure  of  the  efforts  heretofore  made  to  arrange 
for  a  more  satisfactory  sale  of  starch,  hereby  names  the  president,  vice-president  and 
secretary  of  the  Montreal  guild  a  committee  to  wait  on  the  managers  of  the  Edwards- 
burg  Starch  Company  and  urge  on  them  the  desirability  of  entering  into  an  arrange- 
ment with  the  wholesale  trade  for  their  manufactures  being  sold  at  a  uniform 
advance.—  Carried. 

James'  -Dome  Lead,  Blue,  &c. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Ohilds,  seconded  by  Mr.  Kinlock, 

That  Messrs.  Ince,  Blain  and  Davidson  be  a  committee  to  arrange  with  Mr. 
Lob'b,  agent  for  James'  goods,  for  their  sale  at  a  uniform  advance.—  Carried. 

Annual  Meeting. 

It  was  decided  that  the  next  annual  meeting  be  held  at  Hamilton,  this  being 
done  at  the  earnest  request  of  Mr.  Gillard  on  behalf  of  the  Hamilton  merchants. 

Moved  by  Mr,  Lightbound,  seconded  by  Mr.  Smith, 

That  the  president  and  secretary  of  this  guild  be  appointed  to  draft  by-laws  for 
same  and  submit  them  to  the  local  guilds  for  approval. — Carried. 

Election  of  Officers. 

Mr.  Ince  having  left  the  chair,  it  was  taken  by  the  secretary. 
Moved  by  Mr.  Lightbound,  seconded  by  Mr.  Childs, 
That  the  pretent  officers  be  retained  for  1886. — Carried. 

Officers  for  1886. 

W.  Ince,  Toronto,  president;  G.  Childs,  Montreal,  vice-president;  BJgar  A.  Wills, 
Toronto,  secretary. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

WILLIA.M  INCE,  President. 

EDGAR  A.  WILLS,  Secretary. 


GENERAL  MEETING, 

Kingston,  30th  April,  1886. 
Present:  Montreal— Messrs .  Chaput,  Fils  &  Cie.,  Turner,  Rose  &  Co.,  Hudon, 
Hebert  &  Co.,  Kirk,  Lockerby  &  Co.,  Teon,  Wilson  &  Co;  Hamilton— Messrs.  W.  H. 
Gilla:d  &  Co.,  Mr.  Gillard  ;  Lucas,  Park&  Co.,  Messrs.  Steele  &  Lucas;  Jas.  Turner  & 
Co.,  Mr.  Turner  ;  Mci'bersoo,  Glascoe  &  Co.,  Mr.  McPherson  ;  Brown,  Balfour  &  Co,, 
Mr.  Balfour;  Toronto— Perkins,  Ince  &  Co,  Mr.  Ince;  Eby,  Blain  &  Co.,  Mr.  Blain; 
Sloan  &  Mason,  Mr.  Mason  ;  T.  Kinnoar&  Co.,  Mr.  Kinnear  ;  Braotford— A.  Watts  & 
Co.,  Mr.  Wuttfci  G.  Watts  &  Son,  Mr.  Hendry  ;  Trenton— S.  S.  Young;  Kingston— 
A.  Gunn  &  Co.,  Geo.  Robertson  &  Son,  Mr.  G.  Robertson;  Fenwick,  Hendry  &  Co., 
J.  &  A.  Hendry,  J.  Brown  &  Co. ;  Brockville— J.  Gilmour  &  Co.  ;  Win.aiD«K— J, 
Turner  &  Co.  ^^ 
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W.  Ince  in  the  chair. 

Minutes  of  last  meeting  read  and  confirmed. 

The  president  announced  that  Messrs.  Polger  Bros,  had  tendered  the  delegates  a 
trip  on  the  harbor  and  put  it  to  the  meeting  if  same  should  be  accepted.  The 
motion  was  carried  ui.animously,  the  meeting  to  adjourn  at  12.30. 

Arising  out  of  the  minutes  the  president  reported  that  so  far  they  had  not  been 
able  to  prepare  the  bylaws,  but  this  would  bo  done  as  soon  as  the  secretary  had  an 
opportunity. 

Re  Edwards  Starch  Co.  nothing  had  been  done  so  far;  he  would  suggest  that  the 
Bdwaidft'  and  the  Dominion  Starch  Co.  shoald  combine. 

The  president  having  suggested  that  the  tobacco  agreement  should  be  first  subject 
for  discussion,  Mr.  Blain  offered  some  practical  suggestions  to  the  effect  that  seeing 
there  were  bo  many  merchants  present  who  had  not  enjoyed  the  benefits  of  their  or- 
ganization would  it  not  be  well  if  some  present  would  explain  the  practical  working 
of  the  guild.  The  president  concurred  in  the  suggestion,  and  called  upon  Mr. 
Hendry,  of  Brantford,  to  give  his  experience.  This  Mr.  Hendry  did  in  a  most 
forcible  manner,  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Hebert  who  gave  some  startling  illastrar 
tions  of  what  can  be  done  by  united  efforts. 

During  the  discussion  the  question  with  reference  to  what  action  would  be  taken 
with  regard  to  Messrs.  Lightbound,  Ealslon  &  Co.  arose.  Mr.  Wilson  said  that  hia 
firm  was  prepared  to  stand  by  the  agreement  even  if  the  latter  house  did  withdraw, 
but  he  thought  that  they  would  reconsider  their  notice,  especially  when  they  heard 
that  the  Kingston  merchants  had  come  into  the  arrangemwit. 

After  remarks  from  other  delegates  and  also  ffora  Messrs:  Fenwick,  Eobertson 
and  Hendry,  of  Kingbton,  Mr.  Craig,  of  A.  Gunn  &  Co.,  said  that  he  was  not  prepared 
to  make  any  statement  at  present,  but  he  had  no  doubt  that  at  the  afternoon  meet- 
ing the  Kingston  merchants  would  have  arrived  at  a  decision  in  the  question  of 
signing  the  tobacco  agreement  and  forming  a  guild. 

Mr.  Fenwick  asked  if  any  combined  action  had  been  taken  with  regard  to 
sugars,  and  the  president  explained  the  matter  very  fully,  and  after  a  general  con- 
versation and  an  explanation  from  Mr.  Lockerby,  of  Montreal,  as  to  how  the  com- 
bination was  worked  in  the  ciiy  of  Boston  and  the  New  England  States,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  subject  should  again  be  considered  at  the  afternoon  session. 

Mr.  Hendry,  ot  Brantford,  called  tho  attention  of  the  meeting  to  the  recent 
tariff  changes  in  raw  sugars,  an  i  suggested  that  a  deputation  should  wait  on  the 
Minister  of  Finance. 

The  president  requested  liir.  Watts  to  prepare  a  resolution  to  that  effect  for  the 
afternoon  meeting. 

Terms  and  Discounts. 

The  president  announced  to  the  meeting  that  Messrs.  Wat>ts  &  Co.  had  with- 
drawn their  reservatioto.  Mr.  Watts  explained  his  position  and  stated  that  he  hM 
no  doubt  Messrs.  Masuret  would  at  ouce  act  in  uaison  with  them. 

After  much  discussion  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Hebert,  seconded  by  Mr.  MoPherson, 

That  the  present  terms  of  credit  and  discounts  be  confirmed. — Carried. 

The  meeting  adjourned  at  12.30  p.m. 

ArTESNOON  Session,  3  p.m. 
Sugar. 
Mr.  Gillard  explained  that  he  had  been  in  correspondence  with  the  refiners  and 
he  was  satisfied  that  if  a  large  percentage  of  the  trade  desired   to  have  a  protective 
arrangement  they,  the  refiners,  would  assist  thorn.    At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings, 
Mr.  Fenwick,  speaking  on  behalf  of  the  Kingston,  Brockville  and  Trenton  mer- 
chants announced  that  they  had  decided   to  join   the  tobacco   combination.     This 
announcement  was  received  with  applause. 

On  motion,  the  resolution  re  terms  and  credits  was  reopened  in  order  to  allow 
an  expression  of  opinion  from  the  merchants  present  who  were  not  parties  to  it,  and 
3— 34i 
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they  expressed  their  approval  of  it  by  signing  the  agreement  already  signed  by  th 
western  trade. 

Moved  by  Mi-.  Gillard,  seconded  by  Mr.  Blain, 

That  the  wholesale  grocers  of  Kingston,  Belleville,  Brockville  and  Trento 
having  signified  their  intention  to  come  into  the  arrangement  for  the  sale  of  tobaccc 
at  a  minimum  advance  of  3  cents  per  pound,  it  is  hereby  resolved  that  this  arrang( 
ment,  on  and  after  the  10th  day  of  May  next,  shall  be  operative  over  the  entire  Pre 
vinces  of  Ontario  and  Quebec,  with  the  exception  of  the  city  of  Montreal. — Carriec 

From  remarks  made  by  Mer^srs.  Habert  and  Turner  it  appears  that  the  retail  ( 
tobacco  in  the  city  of  Montreal  did  not  keep  the  agreement. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Blain,  seconded  by  Mr.  Balfour, 

That  Trenton  be  added  to  the  list  of  places  to  which  tobacco  may  be  prepaic 
— Carried. 

Granulated  Sugar. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Turner,  seconded  by  Mr.  Watts, 

That  this  meeting  desires  to  affirm  the  principle  that  sugars  should  not  be  soL 
at  so  nearly  cost  as  they  are  at  present,  and  to  urge  that  arrangements  should  a 
once  be  entered  into  by  the  wholesale  grocers  of  the  cities  of  Montreal,  Kingstoi 
and  the  west,  under  which  sugars  in  quantities  of  less  than  50  barrels  should  b 
sold  at  a  uniiform  minimum  advance  of  say  f  cent  on  Montreal  refiners'  prices  pe 
car-load  lots,  and  that  a  copy  of  reeolutian  be  sent  to  each  of  the  local  guilds  for  ai 
expression  of  opinion  thereon  at  the  earliest  possible  date. — Carried. 

Moved  in  amendment  by  Mr.  Wilson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Mason, 

That  Messrs.  the  President,  Gillard,  Watts,  Craig  and  Balfour  be  a  committee  t 
formulate  a  plan  for  regulating  the  price  at  which  granulated  sugar  shall  be  sold 
— Amendment  lost. 

The  resolution  evoked  a  long  and  animated  discussion,  the  general  opinio] 
being  that  the  local  guilds  must  consider  the  question  before  any  action  can  be  taker 

Meeting  adjourned  at  6  p.m. 

Evening  Session.  7.45  p.m. 
Bice. 
Moved  by  Mr.  Gillard,  seconded  by  Mr.  Hebert, 

That  inasmuch  as  rice,  the  product  of  Mount  Eoyal  Mills,  has  been  and  is  beinj 
sold  at  unremucerative  prices,  this  meeting  recommerds  that  the  question  of  fixinj 
a  minimum  advance  on  that  article  of  f  cent  per  lb.  on  mill  price,  when  sold  ii 
quantities  of  25  bags  and  under,  be  considered  by  the  respective  guilds  at  an  earb 
date,  and  their  views  submitted  through  their  delegates  at  the  next  meeting  of  th" 
Dominion  Guild. 

Raw  Sugar. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Hendry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Blain, 

That  whereas  at  a  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Dominion  Grocers'  Guild 
held  at  Kingston,  at  which  the  leading  wholesale  grocers  and  importers  wer 
represented,  the  recent  charges  in  the  sugar  tariff,  as  submitted  by  the  Hon.  th 
Minister  of  Finance,  were  discusf  cd  and  the  proposed  increase  of  duty  on  raw  suga 
considered.  The  unanimous  expression  of  opinion  was  opposed  to  the  changes  c 
doty. 

Be  it  resolved,  that  the  Government  be  respectfully  requested  to  reconsider  th 
tariff  submitted  respecting  rm  sugar,  and  that  the  old  duties  be  allowed  to  remaii 
in  force,  this  meeting  believing  that  the  old  tariff,  while  fully  protecting  the  refinei 
will  be  in  the  best  interest  of  the  consumer.  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  foi 
warded  to  the  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Finance.  The  Grocers'  Guild  being  quite  willin; 
to  forward  a  deputation  to  Ottawa  to  advocate  and  support  this  resolution . 

After  some  discussion  as  to  the  trading  between  firms  and  the  pickle  a'greemen 
the  president  declared  the  business  finished. 
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_^^   Moved  by  Mr.  Blain,  seconded  by  Mr.  Wilson, 

'   ",  That  a  vote  of  thanks  be  tendered   Messrs.  Folf^ar  Bros,  for  their   kindness  in 
affording  the  delegates  such  a  pleasant  sail  on  the  lake.— Carried. 
Moved  by  Mr.  Balfour,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gillard, 

That  a  vote  of  thanks  be  tendered   Mr.  Inoe  for  his  able    conduct  in   the  chair. 
— Carried. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

WILLIAM.  INGE,  President. 
BDGAE  A.  WILLS,  Secretary. 


GENERAL  MEETING 

Hamilton,  9th  July,  1886. 

Present : —Montreal,  Messrs.  Tees  and  Hebart;  Toronto,  Messrs.  Ince,  Davidson, 
Lang,  Sloan,  and  Boomer ;  Brantford,  Messrs.  Watts  and  Hendry ;  Hamilton,  Messrs, 
Gillard,  Steele,  Brown,  Balfour,  Stuart,  Bristol  and  Sherling. 

12  m. 

W.  Ince  president  in  the  chair. 

Minutes  of  last  meeting  read  and  confirmed.  'I  he  president  briefly  stated  the 
particular  reason  for  his  having  called  the  meeting. 

Arising  out  of  the  minutes  he  referred  to  the  success  of  the  delegation  to  Ottawa 
re  raw  sugars,  and  that  the  Ottawa  merchants,  retail  and  wholesale,  had  signed  the 
tobacco  agreement.  That  when  in  Montreal  a  short  time  ago  he  interviewed  Mr. 
McDonald  and  was  satisfied  that  he  (Mr.  McDonald)  would  support  the  tobacco  agree- 
ment if  not  by  a  formal  agreement  at  least  to  the  utmost  of  his  ability.  He  con- 
sidered the  interview  a  satisfactory  one. 

Communications. 

From  the  Johnston  Fluid  Beef  Co.,  Montreal,  copy  of  price  list  and  agreement 
submitted  and  approved  ;  from  W.  D.  McLaren,  iloatreal,  re  Cook's  Friend  Baking 
Powder ;  the  terms  of  sale  to  retailers  to  permit  a  trade  discount  of  5  per  cent,  on 
sales  not  less  in  amount  than  fifty  dollars. 

Mice. 
The  local  guilds  reported  no  action  taken. 

Terms  and  Discounts. 

The  position  of  the  Hamilton  merchants  was  explained  by  the  president. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Davidson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Hobort, 

That  the  terms  and  discounts  arranged  by  the  Domi  nion  Guild  in  November, 
1885,  be  adhered  to. 

This  resolution  started  a  very  warm  discussion,  and  at  1  p.m. — 

Mr.  Gillard  moved  an  adjournment  till  2  p.m.,  and  extended,  in  behalf  of  the 
Hamilton  merchants,  a  very  cordial  invitation  to  the  meeting  to  lunch  at  the  club. 

Meeting  adjourned. 

Afternoon  Session  . 
Meeting  called  to  order  at  3.30  p.m. 

Communications. 
Telegram  from  Kingston  explaining  absence  of  delegates  ;  from  Messrs.  Light>- 
bouad,  Balston  &  Co.,  read  and  ordered  to  be  filed;  from  Mr.    Masurot,  of  London, 
addressed  to  Mr.  Gillard. 
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Ternii  and  Credits. 

Diecnssion  resnmed. 

Mr.  Steele  gave  an  account  of  his  interview  with  Mr.  Masuret,  and  after  a  very 
full  discussion,  and  a  general  expression  of  opinion  that  the  arrangement  should  not 
te  disturbed,  and  the  president  had  consulted  with  Mr.  Stewart,  who,  in  reply  to  his 
question  "  Will  you  agree  to  test  this  matter  for  three  months  longer  ?  "  answered, 
"  I  will  do  my  beet  to  get  the  consent  of  the  other  members  of  my  firm  to  this  pro- 
position." Permission  was  given  to  amend  the  motion  before  the  meeting  by  adding: 
— "  For  three  months  longer  and  until  an  opportunity  thereafter  for  a  meeting  of 
the  Dominion  Guild." 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  then  carried  unanimously. 

I  Sugars. 

Mr.  Gillard  submitted  the  resolution  of  the  Hamilton,  London  and  Brantford 
Guilds  of  10th  May,  1884. 

The  meeting  was  unanimously  of  opinion  that  something  should  be  done  imme- 
diately to  remedy  the  existing  unsatisfaclor};  state  of  things. 

After  a  general  conversation,  it  was 

Moved  by  Mr.  Hebert,  seconded  by  Mr.  Brown, 

That  the  resolution  passed  at  the  meeting  of  the  Dominion  Gnild  regarding  the 
fixing  ol  a  minimum  price  on  granulated  fcugars  be  re-affirmed,  and  that  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  be  a  committee  to  formulate  a  scheme  for  the  purpose  and  wait  upon 
the  various  refiners  to  see  bow  far  they  will  be  willing  to  assist  them  in  the  carry- 
ing out  of  the  same,  viz, : — Messrs.  Inoe,  Davideon  and  A.  M.  Smith,  of  Toronto; 
Messrs.  Geo.  Watt  and  E.  Hendry,  of  Brantford  ;  Mr.  Cleghorn,  of  London ;  Messrs. 
Balfour,  Stuart  and  Gillard,  of  Hamilton  ;  Messrs.  Craig  &  Eobertson,  of  Kingston; 
Messrs.  Hebert,  Childs  and  Tees,  of  Montreal. — Carried. 

C'.py  of  Hamilton  Resolution  of  10th  May,  1884. 

The  large  and  growing  consumption  of  grocers'  and  standard  A.  and  especially 
granulated  sugar,  and  the  very  large  amount  of  capital  employed  returning  no  profit, 
the  result  of  under  cutting  in  prices,  it  is  deemed  practicable  and  advisable  to  suggest 
the  settling  by  the  Dominion  Guild  from  week  to  week  the  prices  at  which  it  shall 
be  sold,  and  it  is  their  opinion  that  the  following  would  be  a  fair  and  reasonable 
ecale  of  advance  on  refiners'  carload  price  of  the  day  upon  which  prices  for  the  ensu- 
ing week  be  so  determined,  viz.:  Under  ten  barrels,  J;  ten  and  under  forty,  f; 
over  forty,  sellers'  option.  Sellers  to  be  at  liberty  to  prepay  or  allow  buyers  cost  of 
freight  to  the  neaief-t  wholesale  market.  The  following  places  to  be  considered 
distributing  points,  viz.:  Montreal,  Kingston,  Ottawa,  Toronto,  Collingwood,  Sarnia, 
Hamilton,  St.  Catharines,  London,  St.  Thomas,  Chatham,  Windsor,  Brantford  and 
Berlin. 

The  committee  to  meet  in  the  Council  Chamber  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Toronto, 
Thursday,  15th  July,  at  8  p.m. 

Suggestions  for  the  Guidance  of  the  Committee. 
1st.  The  resolution  of  the  Hamilton,  London  and  Brantford  Guild  of  10th  May, 
1884,  to  be  considered  a  fair   basis  excepting  that   places  to  which   parties  shall  be 
allowed  to  prepay  freight  shall  be  competing  points  only,  or  places  to  which  refiners 
sell  sugars  direct. 

2nd.  That  in  the  city  of  Montreal  the  merchants  shall  be  allowed  to  sell  at  one- 
eighth  less  than  the  fixed  price. — Carried . 

Mr.   Gillard,   as   president  of    the   Hamilton,    London   and   Brantford  Gaild, 
extended  to  the  delegates  an  invitation  to  dinner  at  T  p.m. 
The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

WM.  INCB,  President. 
,  Secretary. 
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Toronto,  15th  July,  1886. 

Committee  appointed  by  the  Dominion  Guild  to  prepare  an  agreement  for  the 
sale  of  granulated  and  grocers'  A  sugars  met  in  the  Council  Chamber  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  this  evening  at  8  p.m. 

Present: — Messrs.  Inoe,  Smith,  Adams  and  Davidson,  of  Toronto  ;  Nfessrs.  Gillard, 
Stewart  and  Balfour,  of  Hamilton  ;  Messrs.  Watte  and  Hendry,  of  Brantford,  when 
the  following  scheme  was  unanimously  agreed  upoui 


GENERAL  MEETING. 

Toronto,  Ist  March,  1887. 

Council  Chamber  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Delegates  Present: — Montreal — Messrs.  G.  "W.  Childs,  president;  W.  W. 
Xiookerby,  secretary ;  C  P.  Hebert,  Ed.  St.  Denis,  Jacob  Wildou  ;  Hamilton — Messrs. 
W.  H.  Gillard,  John  Gillard,  Geo.  E.  Bristol  (Lucas  Park),  T.  H.  McPherson,  S. 
Balfour,  Alex.  Turner,  Alex.  Harvey  ;  Kingston— Mr.  M.  H.  Sutherland,  representing 
Messrs.  Fenwicli,  Hendry  &  Co  ;  London,  Mr.  A.  Cleghorn  ;  Belleville  — Mr.  M.  Kolso 
(Pikeathly  &  Kelso) ;  Brantford — telegram  from  Mr.  Watts  stating  ihtit  he  could  not 
attend;  Toronto — Messrs.  W.  Ince,  president;  H.  Blain,  T.  W.  Lang,  W.  Sloan,  H» 
Boomer,  W.  Warren,  T.  Kinnear,  A.  M.  Smith,  J.  J.  Davidson,  Eckart. 

Mr.  W.  Ince  in  the  chair, 

Mection  of  Officers  for  1887. 

For  president — Mr.  W.  Ince,  nominated  by  Mr.  Childs,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gillard. 

Both  gentlemen  referred  to  the  good  service  rendered  the  orojanization  and  the 
trade  generally  by  Mr.  Ince,  and  strongly  urged  him  to  take  office  lor  uoother  year. 

The  motion  was  put  to  the  meeting  by  ilr.  Wills  and  carried  utiaDimounly. 

Mr.  Ince  accepted  office  upon  the  express  condition  that  he  be  relieved  at  the 
expiration  of  the  year. 

For  vice-president— Mr.  W.  Childs,  president  of  the  Montreal  Guild,  nominated 
by  Mr.  Gillard,  seconded  by  Mr.  Cleghorn. 

For  secretary— Mr.  E.  A.  Wills,  nominated  by  Mr.  H.  Blain,  seconded  by  Mr. 

C.  P.  Hebert.  ,  ,    ,     ^  ,       . 

The  president,  on  behalf  of  the  Toronto  Guild,  cordially  welcomed  the  delegates 
and  invited  them  to  dinner  at  the  Toronto  Club  at  7.30. 

After  briefly  referring  to  the  preliminary  document  that  had  to  be  forwarded  to 
the  diflerent  secretaries,  bearing  on  the  i-nsrar  question  ana  tb*)  deoirability  of  nome 
prompt  action  being  taken  to  remedy  the  evils  existing  in  the  sule  of  sugars, 
declared  the  meeting  in  due  fotm  for  business. 

Secretary  Lockerby,  of  the  Montreal  Guild,  presented  sugar  document  signed  by 
all  but  two  of  the  Montreal  dealers. 

Secretary  Wills,  of  the  Toronto  Guild,  signed  by  all  the  trade  but  one  house. 

President  Gillard  of  the  Hamilton,  London  .-ind  Brantford  Guilds  explained  the 
absence  of  the  document  and  promised  to  have  it  signed  and  forwarded  to  the  secre- 
tary.    He  stated  that  all  in  Hamilton  would  t-ign  and  also  in  Brantford. 

Mr.  Cleghorn  would  see  and  get  the  signatures  for  London. 

Mr.  Sutherland  believed  that  the  Kingston  merchants  would  all  sign. 

Mr.  Kelso,  speaking  for  his  firm,  would  sisn  it. 

The  president  reported  having  seen  the  refiners,  he  was  satisfied  that  they  would 

cordially  assist.  ,         ,     ,  ,     .     -i..   n. 

Mr.  Childs  and  Mr.  Hebert  also  referred  to  interviews  they   had  had  with  Mr. 

Drummond.  ^    ti 

Mr.  Hebert's  was  the  most  recent  interview,  and  he,  Mr.  Hebert,  was  perfectly 
satisfied  that  the  trade  could  rely  on  the  active  co-operation  of  the  refiners. 
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Mr.  Lockerbj  had  interviewed  Mr.  Harris  of  the  Monoton  refinery  and  they 
woalJ  albO  be  in  accord,  and  he  believed  the  same  could  be  said  of  Halifax. 

Mr.  Bristol  called  the  attention  of  the  meeting  to  the  fact  that  already  87  per 
cent,  of  the  trade  had  signed  the  document. 

The  dralt  sugar  agreement  was  then  discussed  seriatim. 

The  principal  points  growing  out  of  the  discussion  which  was  a  long  and  most 
interesting  one  were  the  following  : — 

That  it  would  not  be  well  to  interfere  with  any  buyer  on  the  lists  furnished  by 
ihe  refiners.  That  the  scale  of  minimum  advance  should  apply  to  one  grade  only  of 
the  specified  sugars,  no  mixed  lots  allowed. 

The  question  of  a  uniform  advance  of  J  per  cent,  evoked  a  long  debate,  but  finally 
the  meeting  unanimously  resolved  to  adopt  the  original  terms,  as  suggested  in  July, 
1886. 

Attention  was  drawn  to  the  fact  of  the  refiners  having  rearranged  the  definition 
of  a  car  load  from  80  barrels  to  100  barrels. 

Off  Brands. 

This  clause  was  retained  though  the  meeting  was  advised  that  the  refiners  would 
discontinue  making  a  second  grade.  The  sense  of  the  meeting  was  that  it  should 
not  be  manufactured. 

The  meeting  adjourned  at  1  o'clock  p.m.  for  lunch,  and  renewed  its  labors  at  2,30, 
The  only   alterations  in  the  document  agreed   upon  at  Montreal  in  July,    1886, 
are  hereunder  indicated  by  italics,  and  read  as  follows  : 

SUGAR  AGREEMENT. 

1.  We,  the  subscribers  to  this  agreement,  hereby  covenant  and  agree  for  our- 
selves and  with  each  other  to  faithfully  and  honorably  perform  and  carry  out  the 
terms  and  conditions  hereinafter  set  forth  for  the  regalation  and  sale  of  all  graded 
sugars  such  as  grouid,  extra  ground,  Paris  lump,  cut  loaf,  grocers'  A,  standard  A  and 
granulated  sugars. 

2.  Scale  of  minimum  advance  to  be  as  fi)llows: — Under  15  barrels  ^  cent,  15 
barrels  and  over  in  one  sale  §. 

This  scale  of  advance  io  apply  to  each  grade  separately  of  the  abwe  specified  sugars, 
viz.  :  All  gradea  sugars  swh  as  ground,  extra  grow.d,  Paris  lump,  cut  loaf,  grocers'  A, 
standard  A,  and  granulated  sugars      {Three  boxes  Paris  lump  to  count  as  one  barrel.') 

3.  Scale  of  .'idvunce  to  be  baied  upon  reflaers'  price  in  Montreal  for  car  load 
quantity,  said  r>r ices  to  be  arranged  by  the  president  and  vice-president  at  the  Mon- 
treal Guild  with  the  refiners  on  Saturday  morning  of  eich  week,  and  to  be  commu- 
nicated by  telegra.  h  by  them  at  guild's  expense,  to  the  secretaries  of  the  difi'erent 
guilds,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  give  the  information  promptly  to  each  party  to  this 
agreement,  which  on  that  day,  with  the  advance  as  per  agreement,  shall  be  the 
eelling  price  for  the  ensuing  week.  Commencing  on  thai  morning,  and  in  oases 
■where  the  travellers  have  not  been  advised  of  the  price  before,  orders  to  be  taken  at 
open  prices,  to  be  charged  and  invoiced  at  prices  established  and  ruling  for  fAaf  week. 

Off  brands  may  be  offered  only  as  such,  and  at  prices  not  more  than  one-eighth 
cent  less  than  best  brands. 

4.  Guild  terms,  namely,  60  days  or  IJ  per  cent,  for  cash  paid  within  15  days,  or 
1  per  cent,  witbm  30  days. 

5.  No  net  cash  prices  to  be  quoted. 

6.  Scale  of  advance  not  to  apply  to  transactions  between  parties  to  this  agreed 
ment,  who  are  to  be  allowed  to  sell  to  each  other  on  such  terms  as  may  be  agreed  upon. 

7.  Sales  of  sugars  must  not  in  any  case  be  aated  later  than  first  delivery  on 
such  sale. 

8.  Parties  to  this  agreement  to  have  the  privilege  of  selling  to  buyers  in  the  city  of 
Montreal,  and  also  to  buyers  west  of  Mmfreal  as  far  as  Cote  lu,  and  all  south  of  the  river 
St.  Lawrence,  at  one-eighth  cent  less  than  agreement  prices,  and  to  be  allowed  to  give  ten 
days'  extra  time  on  shipment  from  Montreal  to  points  west  of  Toronto. 
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9.  Sellers  to  be  at  liberty  to  prepay  or  allow  buyers  cost  of  freight  to  compet- 
ing points  only. 

10.  Any  point  having  a  direct  buyer  from  refineries  to  be  considered  a  compet- 
ing point . 

1  i.  Parties  to  this  agreement  bind  themselves  not  in  any  case  or  instance  to  sell, 
or  allow  their  travellers  to  sell,  or  offer  to  sell,  other  kinds  of  sugar  or  other  goods  in 
connection  with  sugai-s  covered  by  this  agreement  at  lower  prices  as  an  inducement 
for  pat  ties  to  purchase  tliose  sugars. 

12.  And  we,  each  one  of  us,  hereby  pledge  our  honor  as  merchants  that  we  will 
ourselves  carry  out  this  agreement  faithfully,  in  spirit  as  well  as  in  letter,  and  in- 
sist upon  its  being  adhered  to  by  every  person  in  our  employ. 

13.  Should  we  hereafter  desire  to  withdraw  from  this  agreement,  we  farther 
pledge  ourselves  not  to  do  so  without  giving  two  months'  written  notice  of  our  inten- 
tion, addressed  to  the  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Toronto,  who  will  be  the 
custodian  of  this  document. 

Adjourned  Meeting,  Wednesday,  2na  March,  1887. 

Present;— Messrs.  Ince,  Hebert,  Sloan,  Lockerby,  St.  Denis,  W.  H.  Gillard, 
Bristol,  Sutherland.  T.  Gillard,  Childs,  Lang,  Kelso,  Wilson,  Harvey,  Blain,  Boomer, 
Kinnear,  Balfour,  Warring  Killey  and  Eckardt. 

President  Ince  in  the  chair. 

Meeting  called  to  order  at  10.30,  a.m. 

Business. 

What  is  to  be  asked  of  the  refiners? 

After  discussing  the  many  important  features  ef  the  question,  the  following,  m 
the  order  named,  was  decided  upon  as  alike  reasonable  in  the  best  interests  of  the 
trade  and  of  the  manufactui-ers  : —  . 

1.  Would  you  be  willing  to  furnish  prices  each  Saturday,  as  mentioned  in  agree- 

2.  If,  after  the  trade  has  bwn  canvassed  and  there  should  be  a  few  who  will  not 
join,  will'you  use  your  iafluence,  either  by  parsonal  application  or  in  such  other  way 
as  you  may  deem  best,  to  induce  them  to  fall  into  line  ?  ,     r.  u 

3    Should  they  still  resist,  and  the  number  who  take  that  course  be  tew,  wouW 
you  be  willing  to  agree  not   to   sell   your   goodfl   to   them,  or  if  they  buy  from  yoa 
then,  that  they  must    pay  you   Iho   prices  covered   by   the  agreement  or  the  guild 

figures  ?  i-  i.1.-  <- 

4.  When  selling  to  retailers,  or  persons  who    are  not  parties  to  this  agreement, 

will  v'on  agree  not  to  sell  at  less  than  association  prices  and  terms  ? 

it  was  understood,  in  response  to  a  query  raised  by  a  delegate,  that  any  oombinaj- 

tion  the  trade  Had,   or  might   have,  applied   only  to  the  Provinces  of  Ontar.o  and 

Quebec. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Wilson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Davidson,  .  ^    c 

That  the  following  gentlemen  be  a  committee  to   attend  to  the  carrying  out  ot 

the  sugar  arrangement,  and  wait  on  refldecs  if  fouod  necessary: 

Messrs.  ChTlds,  Kinlock.  Hebert,  Wil«on,  Lookerby,  Montr^l;  Gunn,  Fenwiok,, 

Kingston;  Gillard,  Stuart,  Hamilton  ;     Thos.  Davidson,  Blain,  Warren,  Toronto. 

Tobacco  Agreement. 

Moved  by  Mr.  H.  Blain,  seconded  by  Mr.  J.  J.  Davidson, 

That  the  trade  be  allowed  the  privilega  of  delivering  tobaccos  to  all  points  where 
there  are  merchants  who  buy  such  tobaccos  from  the  manufacturers  direct,  but  no 
place  shall  be  so  considered  a  competing  point  until  after  the  notice  from  the  secre- 
tary  of  the  Dominion  Guild  to  that   effect  has   been  mailed  to  the  several  signers  to 

^  X!  GiUard  handed  a  list  of  new  points  to  the  secretary  for  ratification. 
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Pickles. 

Moved  by  Mr.  W,  W.  Lockorby,  seconded  by  Mr.  H.  Blain, 
That  there   shall  be  no  restriction   on    the  price  at  which  Crosse  &  Blackweir& 
pickles  shall  be  sold  between  the  members  of  the  various  guilds. 
Meeting  adjourned  at  1  p.m. 

Apternoon  Session. 

Meeting  called  to  order  at  3  p.m. 
President  Ince  in  the  chair. 

Tobacco  Agreement, 

Moved  by  Mr.  Gillard,  seconded  by  Mr.  Hebert, 

That  the  minimum  advance  on  the  article  of  tobaccos  be  increased  from  3  to  4 
cents  per  pound,  the  city  of  Montreal  to  be  excepted  from  the  rule,  as  it  is  at  pre- 
sent, and  a  new  document  to  that  eifect  be  at  once  prepared  by  the  president  and 
sent  to  the  respective  eecretaiies  for  signature.  The  change  to  take  eflfeet  from  a 
date  to  be  fixed  by  the  secretary  of  the  L.ominion  Guild,  and  as  early  as  possible 
after  the  agi  eement  has  been  completed,  it  being  understood,  however,  that  the  new 
agreement  chall  not  supersede  the  existing  one  unless  and  until  fully  executed. 
—Carried. 

Terms  and  Discounts. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Harvey,  feconded  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Gillard, 

That  whereas  some  of  the  London  wholesale  grocers  have  refused  to  acquiesce 
©n  the  terms  and  discounts  fixed  by  this  guild,  and  whereas  in  consequence  thereof 
Ihe  grocers  who  have  subscribed  to  the  guild  terms  are  placed  at  a  great  disad- 
vantage in  compet'ng  for  the  western  ti  ade,  it  is  hereby  resolved,  in  order  to  enable 
the  trade  to  compete  for  business  on  level  terms  with  the  London  houses,  that  the 
following  counties  be  excepttd  from  the  operation  of  the  rule  now  in  force  in  respect 
of  terms  and  discounts,  viz. : — 

Essex,  Kent,  Elgin, 

Lambion,  Middlesex,  Grey, 

Huron,  Bruce,  Oxford. 

Wellington,  Perth, 

Waterloo,  Bothwell, 

.and  that  the  trade  be  privileged  (in  these  counties  only)  to  modify  the  terms  and 
discounts  when  necessary,  to  correspond  with  the  terms  and  discounts  allowed  by 
Xondon  houses. 

Moved  by  Mr.  H.  Blain,  in  amendment,  seconded  by  Mr.  Alex.  Turner, 
That,  while  the  meeting  cordially  approves   of  the  present  terms  and  cash  dis- 
counts, it  is  deemed  unadvisable  to  make  such   terms  and   discounts  absolutely  bind- 
ing, in  all  cases. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  the  amendment  by  Mr.  Sloan,  seconded  by  Mr.  Childs, 
That  the  terms  remain  as  they  are  until  Mesf-rs.  Hebert,  Ince,  and  Wilson  try 
their  influence  with  the  London  merchants,  provided  that  by  the  1st  of  May  they 
have  rot  succeeded  in  getting  the  London  merchants  to  sign,  the  Hamilton,  London 
and  Brantford  Gtilds  may,  if  they  see  fit,  draw  a  geographical  line  to  meet  the  case 
■within  -which  terms  of  agreement  shall  not  be  binding  until  such  time  as  the  London 
merchants  fall  in  with  the  agreement. — Carried. 

Messrs.  Turner  and  Gillard,  speaking  to  the  meeting,  pointed  out  the  great  an- 
noyance the  trade  in  the  west  suffered  from  the  action  of  the  London  merchants  in 
reftising  to  come  into  the  agreement. 

Messrs.  Blain  aid  Balfour  spoke  most  earnestly  on  the  question.  Mr.  Blain, 
speaking  for  his  firm,  had  no  desire  for  a  moment  to  withdraw  from  the  arrange- 
ment if  confidence  could  be  restored. 
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Messrs.  Hebert  and  Wilson  urged  the  western  merchants  not  to  be  discouraged  ; 
they  had  (ravelled  over  the  same  ground  in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  and  gradually 
they  were  conquering,  patience  and  determined  perseverance  were  having  their 
effect. 

Finally  Messrs.  Harvey  and  Gillard  withdrew  their  resolution,  and  with  the 
understanding  that  his  amendment  was  to  be  recorded,  Mr.  Turner  withdrew  his. 
During  the  discussion  President  Icce  left  the  chair,  which  was  taken  by  Mr.  Childs. 

Mr.  Ince,  in  an  earnest  acd  vigorous  speech,  contended  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  agreement  intact.  He  fully  realized  the  position  of  the  Hamilton  merchants. 
After  a  long  and  exhaustive  discussion  the  amendment  to  the  amendment,  which 
had  now  become  the  motion  before  the  chair,  was  carried  unanimously. 

Prepayment  of  Freight. 

Mr.  Turner  read  the  following  extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  Hamilton  Guild, 
at  &  meeting  held  on  the  27th  January. 

It  was  also  moved  by  T.  H.  Macpherson,  seconded  by  Alex.  Turner, 

That  the  delegates  from  the  "  Hamilton  Guild  be  instructed  on  questions  relat- 
ing to  freights  and  discounts,  not  to  agree  to  any  terms  that  do  not  provide  for  the 
non-payment  of  freight,  or  for  the  difference  of  freights,  from  any  points  (except,  of 
course,  on  tobacco  to  the  various  competing  points  already  provided  for)  and  also 
that  they  insist  upon  a  uniform  rate  of  discount,  with  the  recommendation  that  to 
simplify  matters,  and  place  disputes  and  misunderstandings  beyond  question,  a  per- 
centage in  all  cases  be  allowed  for  the  unexpired  time."— Carried. 

The  census  of  opinion  was  that  the  system  was  a  most  unprofitable  one  to  intro- 
duce ;  that  it  was  a  growing  evil  was  generally  admitted  ;  that  it  was  the  dury  of 
each  and  every  wholesale  grocer  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  suppress  this  miserable 
feature  of  the  trade,  was  cordially  endorsed  by  all  present. 

After  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  the  president  for  his  able  conduct  rn  the 
chair,  moved  by  Mr.  Hebert,  seconded  by  Mr.  Wilson, 

The  meeting  adjourned.  ^^    ^^^^^  ^^^^.^^^^_ 

EDGAR  A.  WILLS,  Secretary. 
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By  President  Ince.  ,     ,  i.  4.     „^„, 

Freights  to  competing  points  means  that  a  sale  is  made  to  a  buyer  at  a  com- 
petirg  point,  freight  may  be  paid  by  the  seller  to  that  place.  If  sale  is  made  to  a 
party  at  a  non-competing  point,  freight  may  be  paid  to  nearest  competing  p  ace,  or 
whatever  freight  the  buyer  has  to  pay,  ever  and  above  the  amount  he  would  have 
had  to  nay  had  he  bought  in  that  place  may  be  allowed  him. 

Competing  points  are  places  in  which  there  are  buyers  from  any  of  the  regular 
Bugar  refiners. 

GENEEAL  MEETING. 

Windsor  Hotel,  Montreal,  20th  April,  1887. 
Present ;  Hamilton— Messrs.  W.  H.  Gillard,  G.  Bristol;  Brantford-G.  Watts; 
Kingston— W.  G.  Craig,  secretary,  G.  Fenwick  ;  Brockville— J.  Gilmour ;  Toronto— 
W.  Ince,   president,  J.  J.  Davidson,  W.  Warren,  John  Sloan  ;   Montreal— Messrs. 
Hebert,  Childs,  Lockerby  and  Kinlock. 


540  MINUTES. 


Meeting  called  to  order  at  1 1  a.m. 

President  Ince  in  the  chair. 

Minutes  of  last  meeting  read  and  confirmed. 

Mr.  Hebert  reported  that  Montreal  had  fully  signed  the  tobacco  agreement,  and 
therefore  the  claase  excepting  the  city  of  Montreal  should  be  eliminated  from  the 
agreement. 

The  president  then  took  the  sense  of  the  meeting  as  to  whether  or  not  the  sugar 
question  should  be  the  next  order  of  business ;  the  majority  of  the  delegates  present 
signifying  in  favor  of  the  sugar  question. 

Notice  of  Motion. 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Lockerby 

la  amendment  to  fixing  a  scale  of  price  for  the  ensuing  week,  that  no  traveller 
shall  be  allowed  to  name  a  price  on  the  article  of  granulated  sugar,  but  take  orders 
only  subject  to  the  association  price  on  the  day  he  received  the  order,  or  at  the  date 
of  receipt  of  order  at  the  office. 

The  president  after  allowing  some  little  discussion  on  this  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Lockerby's,  pointed  out  that  it  was  desirable  that  questions  of  detail  should  be  dis- 
cussed later  on,  that  it  would  be  impossible  at  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  to  intro- 
duce any  new  plan.  Speaking  for  the  Tofoato  G-aild,  he  felt  that  however  desirable — 
and  he  was  iree  to  admit  that  Mr.  Lookerby's  suggestion  was  a  very  feasible  one — it 
might  appear,  still  the  plan  of  operatioa  had  beea  wall  discussed  and  agreed  upon, 
thereiore  it  would  be  impossible  to  amend  it  without  the  authority  of  the  different 
guilds. 

Mr.  Lockerby  then  consented  that  his  resolution  should  stand  as  a  notice  of 
motion. 

Mr.  Ohilds  reported  the  result  of  several  interviews  the  Montreal  Committee  had 
had  with  Messrs.  Drummond  and  Blmenborst;  the  chief  difficulty  seemed  to  be  with 
Mr.  Elmenhorst. 

After  a  lengthy  discussion  as  to  the  points  to  be  made  with  the  refiners, 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Bristol,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sloan, 

Messrs.  Ince  and  Childs  were  appointed  speakers  at  the  meeting  to  be  held  with 
the  refiners  at  2.30  p.m. 

The  pros  and  cons  of  the  question  were  very  fully  discussed. 

Re  London  and  Terms  and.  Credits. 

The  secretary  read  copies  of  four  letters  written  by  Messrs.  Hebert  and  Wilson 
to  Messrs.  Masaret  and  Escott,  from  which  it  appeared  that  Messrs.  Masuret 
were  desirous  that  a  penalty  clause  should  be  adopted.  Messrs.  Escott  &  Co.  did  not 
reply  to  Mr.  Wilson  as  the  secretary  had  no  word  of  their  having  done  so.  The 
census  of  opinion  of  the  metting  was  certainly  not  tavorable  to  the  recommending 
the  adoption  of  any  such   clause. 

Mr.  Gillard  pointed  out  very  emphatically  the  peculiar  difficulties  under  which 
his  firm  labored  consequent  on  these  houses  refusing  to  come  into  line. 

Mr.  Hebert  urged  the  one  or  two  Hamilton  houses  to  struggle  along  a  little 
longer;  perhaps,  when  the  sugar  agreement  came  into  operation,  these  houses  would 
fall  in  with  the  terms. 

Finally,  the  matter  was  allowed  to  drop  for  the  present,  awaiting  the  result  of 
the  interview  with  the  refiners. 

The  meeting  adjourned  at  1.30  p.m. 

ArrEENOON  Session. 

President  Inco  in  the  chair;  all  the  delegates  present,  and,  by  in  vitation : 
Mr.  Drummond,  President  of  the  Canada  Sugar  Raflning   Company,  Mr.  Elmen- 
horst and  Mr.  Labelle,  of  the  St.  Liwrenca  Sugar  Rsfining  Company    Mr.  Harris,  of 
the  Moncton  Sugar  Befinery. 
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The  following  telegram  was  read  by  the  secretary,  from  the  Novi  Scotia  Sugar 
Eefinery  : 

Halifax,  N.  S.,  15th  April,  1587. 
Are  willing  to  join  with  other  refiners  in  any  scheme  which  may  be  arranged 
with  fairness.     Impossible  to  be  in  Montreal  on  20th. 

EEFINBEY. 

Mr.  Ince,  after  thanking  the  refiners  for  giving  the  trade  the  opportunity  of 
meeting  them,  discussed  the  various  objections  that  had  been  raised  by  the  refiners, 
both  by  letter,  and  in  conversation  with  members  of  the  guild. 

After  Messrs.  Childs  and  Gillard  had  spoken  and  Messrs.  Drummond  and  Elmen- 
horst  had  replied,  the  refiners  withdrew  at  5.15  for  consultation.  At  5  45  they 
returned  and  announced  to  the  meeting  that  they  were  prepared,  should  the  pro- 
posed sugar  document  be  signed  by  the  great  majority  of  their  customers,  to  enforce 
fcom  all  non-signers  of  the  said  sugar  agreement  an  advance  of  one  quarter  cent,  per 
lb.  on  all  sugars  specified  in  the  aforesaid  sugar  agreement  (exclusive  of  freight), 
over  and  above  the  prices  they  may  give  from  time  to  time  to  the  authorized  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Dominion  Guild,  the  refiners  to  be  furnished  with  a  list  of  the  sub- 
scribers and  also  to  be  promptly  notified  from  time  to  time  if  any  names  are  added 
to,  or  taken  from  said  list  of  subscribers. 

Mr.  Drummond  said  that  he  would  personally  wait  on  Mr.  F.  Smith,  and  Mr. 
Elmenhorst  agreed  to  see  Mr.  Lightbound,  both  gentlemen  promising  to  endeavor  to 
obtain  their  signatures  to  the  agreement. 

After  some  further  conversation  the  refiners  withdrew. 

Tobacco. 

The  secretary  read  the  following  resolution  of  the  Kingston  Guild  :  "  That  the 
delegates  to  Montreal  be  instructed  to  strongly  urge  the  Dominion  Guild  to  appoint 
a  committee  to  confer  with  Mr;  McDonald  as  to  the  best  way  of  removing  the 
di£acnltie8  existing  in  the  sale  of  tobacco  throughout  the  district  represented  by  the 
Kingston  Wholesale  Grocers'  Association." 

Mr.  Craig  explained  the  position  of  affairs,  stating  that  Mr.  McDonald  was 
opening  up  new  accounts  in  Kingston. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Gillard,  seconded  by  Mr.  Lockerby, 

That  Messrs.  Fenwick,  Ilebert,  Childs  and  Gilmour  be  a  committee  to  wait  on 
Mr.  McDonald  later  on  in  the  proceedings. 

Mr.  Childs  stated  that  it  had  been  suggested  by  Mr.  Stewart,  Mr.  McDonald's 
agent,  that  it  would  be  advisable  for  the  Kingston  merchants  to  call  on  Mr.  Mc- 
Donald in  preference  to  a  deputation .  Mr.  Fenwick  and  Mr.  Gilmour  therefore 
agreed  to  see  Mr.  McDonald. 

Pickles. 

The  president  read  a  communication  he  had  received  from  the  Eetail  Grocers' 
Association  of  Toronto,  relative  to  the  proposed  increase  of  duty  on  imported  pickles. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Gillard,  seconded  by  Mr.  Davidson, 

That  the  duty  on  pickles  of  25  per  cent,  is  considered  sufScient,  and  that  any 
farther  increase  would  not  be  in  the  interests  of  the  trade,  and  that  a  copy  of  this 
resolution  be  sent  to  the  members  of  Parliament  of  Montreal,  Toronto,  Brantford 
and  Hamilton,  also  that  a  telegram  to  this  effect  be  sent  to  the  Minister  of  Customs. — 
Carried. 

C<ypy  of  Telegram  sent. 

Dominion  Grocers'  Guild,  now  in  session,  protest  against  the  increased  duty 
asked  for  by  pickle  manufacturers. 

BDGAE  A,  WILLS,  Secretary. 


Hon.  Mackenzie  Bowbll,  Minister  of  Customs,  Ottawa. 
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Sugar  Agreement.    ■ 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  chair,  Mr.  Sloan  moved,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bristol, 

That  in  view  of  the  arrangement  made  by  the  sugar  refiners,  the  sugar  agree- 
ment be  at  once  prepared  for  signature,  and  that  Mr.  Wills  be,  and  is  hereby  instruct- 
ed to  procure  the  signatures  of  the  trade  to  same,  it  being  understood  that  the 
expenses  necessary  to  the  task  are  to  be  a  charge  to  the  Dominion  Guild,  and  all 
Deminion  Gaild  expenses  to  be  assessed  equally  between  the  four  local  guilds. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Childs,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bristol, 

That  the  sugar  agreement  do  take  effect  from  a  date  to  be  named  by  the  secre- 
tary. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Davidson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gillard, 

That  the  president  of  the  Montreal  Gaild,  or  in  his  absence  the  ^ce-preaident  of 
the  Montreal  Guild,  be,  and  are  hereby  appointed,  a  committee  to  arrange  the  basis 
of  price,  it  being  understood  that  during  the  interval  from  Saturday  to  Saturday  no 
advance'  or  decline  shall  be  noticed,  unless  the  said  advance  or  decline  of  price  exceed 
one-eighth  of  a  cent  per  pound. 

Mr.  Hebert  trusted  that  now  the  Hamilton  merchants  would  not  seek  to  enforce 
a  geographical  agreement. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

CHARLES  P.  HEBERT,  Vice-Presldertt. 
EDGAR  A.  WILLS,  Secretary. 


GENERAL  MEETING. 

Montreal,  30th  June,  1887. 
10.30  a.m. 

Delegates  present : — Hamilton— Mr.  Macpherson,  Mr.  Harvey,  Mr.  Park,  Mr. 
Kitson,  Mr.  Soott;  Kingston — Mr.  Fen  wick;  Brookville — Mr.  Gilmour;  Quebec — 
Messrs.  Turner  and  Ross ;  Montreal— Messrs,  Kinlock,  Chapeau,  Donohue,  Hebert, 
G.  A.  Childs,  Ransome,  Turner,  Carter,  Locker  by,  Tees;  Toronto — Messrs.  YoOng, 
Boomer,  Eckhardt. 

Charles  P.  Hebert  in  the  chair. 

Minutes  of  last  meeting  read  and  confirmed. 

Sugar  Agreement. 

Messrs.  Kinlock  and  Tees  reported  that  they  had  interviewed  Messrs.  Light- 
bound,  Ralston  &  Co.,  and  Messrs.  Mavheson  &  Co.,  who  positively  refused  to  join  the 
guild. 

Mr,  Penwick,  on  behalf  of  the  Kingston  Guild,  entered  a  strong  protest  against 
so  many  retailers  in  the  district  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Kingston  Guild  being 
permitted  to  sign  the  sugar  agreement. 

The  chairman  reminded  the  meeting  that  no  one  was  allowed  to  sign  the  agree- 
ment unlees  the  name  had  been  first  submitted  by  one  of  the  refiners. 

Mr.  Fenwick  entered  very  fully  into  the  grievances  of  the  guild  he  represented. 

The  census  of  opinion  was  that  at  present  it  would  not  be  well  for  the  guild  to 
take  any  action  in  this  direction.  Their  first  duty  was  to  decide  as  to  the  resolution 
to  te  submitted  to  the  icfiners  in  the  afternoon. 

The  chairman  had  seen  Mr.  Drummond,  who  seemed  disposed  to  favorably 
entertain  the  idea  of  an  increase  in  the  advance. 

After  allowing  a  great  deal  of  discussion,  the  chairman  finally  called  for  a  reso- 
lution, and  the  following  was  then  submitted  : — 

Moved  by  Mr.  Gilmour,  seconded  by  Mr.  Young, 

That  the  refiners  be  asked  to  refuse  to  sell  white  sugars  to  non-signers  of  the 
sugar  agreement. — -Carried  unanimously. 
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At  first  the  Montreal  delegates  were  disposed  to  favor  a  resolution  looking  fop 
an  increase  in  the  advance  from  J  to  J  cent,  but  finally,  after  hearing  from  tha 
western  delegates  the  resolution  waH  carried  unanimously. 

Moved  by  Eichard  Turner,  of  Quebec,  seconded  by  J.  J.  Young, 

That  the  scale  of  prices  at  which  white  sugars  will  bo  sold  in  Quebec  be  on  the 
same  basis  as  in  Montreal. — Carried. 

Mr.  Turner  expressed  his  pleasure  in  being  present  at  the  meeting,  and  ia 
response  to  a  hint  from  the  chair,  trusted  they  would  have  a  guild  in  Quebec  shortly. 

Notice  of  Motion  by  Mr.  Lockerby. 

"  In  amendment  to  fixing  a  scale  of  prices  for  the  ensuing  week,"  that  no 
traveller  shall  be  allowed  to  name  a  price  on  the  article  of  granulated  sugar,  but 
take  orders  only  subject  to  the  association  price  on  the  day  he  received  the  order,  or 
at  the  date  of  receipt  of  order  at  the  office. 

Mr..Kitson  suggested  that  the  discussion  of  tits  question  be  deferred  until  thes 
several  local  guilds  have  had  an  opportunity  of  considering  it.— Approved. 

Ordered  that  the  resolution  ot  the  Hamilton,  London  and  Braniford  Guilds  re- 
lating to  the  future  delivery  of  sugar  be  adopted,  that  the  same  be  printed  under  the 
signature  of  the  secretary. 

Comviunications. 

From  Jardine  &  Co.,  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  addressed  to  the  secretary  of 
the  Montreal  G-aild,  asking  for  information  as  to  the  formation  of  a  Grocers'  Guild 
in  St.  John,  N.B. 

From  J.  Allen,  agent  Armour's  beef. 

Copy  of  same  to  be  furnished  to  the  local  guilds  for  consideration. 

Secretary  reported  correspondence  with  Eathbun  Co.,  Deseronto,  as  to  the  to- 
bacco agreement,  and  stated  that  he  looked  for  a  favorable  reply. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Tees,  seconded  by  Mr.  Boomer,  thai  the  secretary  prepare  for  the 
use  of  travellers,  printed  and  coEdensed  synopsis  of  guild  agreements,  as  they  now 
exist — Carried. 

Tobacco. 

Moved  by  Eichard  Turner,  oi  Quebec,  seconded  by  J.  W.  Young,  that  the  ad- 
vance upon  25  caddies  lots,  McDonald's  tobacco,  be  reduced  to  three  cents,  east  o£ 
Quebec. — Carried. 

Messrs,  the  Chairman,  Fenwick  and  McPherson,  were  appointed  the  speakers 
to  address  the  refiners  at  3  p.m. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  1  p.m. 

Adjourned  General  Meeting,  30th  June,  1887. 

Meeting  called  to  order  shortly  after  3  p.m. 

Present  .-—Messrs  Drummond  and  Watson,  Canada  Sugar   Eofining  Company 
Messrs.  Blmenhorst  andLabatt,  St.  Lawrence  Sugar  Ecfiuing  Company  ;  Mr.  Chaplain, 
representing  the  Nova  Scotia  Eefiuiog  Company,  Mr.  Mitchell,  representing  Monetoa 
St^ar  Eefining  Company. 

Chas .  P .  Hebert  in  the  chair. 

The  chairman  presented  the  following  resolution,  which  he  stated  had  been 
carried  unanimously  at  the  morisng  session  of  the  association,  said  he  had  little  to 
tell  them  ;  the  refiners  were  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  the  annoyance  the  trade 
had  been  subjected  to,  caused  by  the  action  of  the  two  Montreal  houses  who  refused 
to  sign  the. agreement,  and  in  his  opinion  there  should  be  no  hesitating  on  their 
part  as  to  what  course  to  adopt. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Gilmonr,  seconded  by  Mr.  Young, 

"  That  the  refiners  be  asked  to  refuse  to  sell  white  sugars  to  non-signers  of  the- 
sugar  agreement." 

After  the  chairman  and  several  of  the  delegates  had  spoken  to  the  resolution, 
Mr.  Drummond  said  he  considered  the  resolution  as  specific  enough,  but  it  was  a  new 
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feature  to  him ;  he  had  been  led  to  understand  from  conversations  with  members  of 
the  Montreal  Association,  that  the  object  of  the  meeting  was  to  request  the  mann- 
factnrers  to  increase  the  advance,  and  he  desired  to  be  advised  as  to  the  reasons  for 
the  cbanue  in  front.     This  was  full  explained  by  several  of  the  delegates. 

Mr.  Drummocd  pointed  out  that  asking  the  refiners  to  retuse  absolutely  was  a 
very  serious  basiness. 

This  staement  was  immediately  met  by  the  delegates  naming  several  large  manu- 
factnrt  rs  in  other  lines  of  business  who  had  adopted  this  course. 

Mr.  Elmenborst,  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  stated  that  half 
cent  was  not  saffi  dent  advance,  and  suggested  that  tho  resolution  should  be  amended 
BO  that  the  manufacturers  might  agree  to  sell  to  parties  at  the  quarter  cent  advance, 
provided  those  parties  entered  into  obligations  not  to  sell  at  lets  advance  than 
that  provided  in  the  guild  agreement. 

Immediately  several  ot  the  delegates  pointed  out  that  tbey  did  not  want  any  such 
arrangement  as  this;  all  that  the  trade  asked  was  that  the  three  firms  named  should 
he  put  on  the  same  footing  as  the  subscribers  of  the  agroomoat. 

Mr.  Elmecborst  further  complained  of  tho  amount  of  raw  sugars  which  were 
"being  imported,  especially  by  the  western  merchants. 

This  was  readily  explained  from  the  fact  that  there  was  a  very  large  demand  for 
low  grade  suirars  which  the  refiners  were  not  making. 

Mr.  Drummond  was  oif  opinion  that  the  importations  were  not  in  excess  of  last 
year. 

At  this  point  in  tho  proceeding.^,  the  secretary  read  extracts  of  communications 
received  from  the  president  of  the  Moncton  Sugar  Eotining  Company,  and  the 
eecret^iry  of  the  Nova  Scotia  Sugar  Eefining  Company;  both  of  these  companies 
signifying  thoir  willingness  to  join  with  other  refiners  in  positively  refusing  to  sell 
to  non-subscribers. 

During  the  diecusbion,  Mr.  Kinlock  made  the  statement  which  was  confirmed  by 
Mr.  Teee,  that  Mr.  Lightbound  bad  stated  the  previous  evening  that  he  had  enough 
sugar  to  last  him  to  January,  1888. 

Mr.  ElmenhorBt  stated  that  he  had  reason  to  know  to  the  contrary  and  these 
contradicticg  statements  created  an  unpleasant  impression. 

Mr.  Caetee  : — Messrs.  Matthewson  and  Co.  were  one  of  first  to  sign  a  combination 
agreement  in  the  city  of  Montreal. 

Mr.  LocKERBT: — Lightbound,  Ealston  &  Co.  have  expressed  themselves 
repeatedly  in  the  past,  to  the  knowledge  of  many  delegates  present,  in  favor  of  some 
action,  lodking  for  a  cessation  of  the  sugar  trouble. 

After  two  hours'  discutsion,  Mr.  Drummond  stated  that  he  would  much  prefer 
that  fbo  rebolution  would  be  jut  in  another  shape,  but  if,  after  further  consideration, 
the  delegates  felt  that  they  couid  not  amend  thia  resolution,  he,  speaking  on  behalf 
of  the  Canada  Sugar  Refining  Company  was  prepared  to  agree  to  the  conditions  of 
the  resolution,  and  Mr.  Drummond,  in  making  tiiis  statement  pointed  out  that  one  of 
the  non-subsciibing  firms  had  been  a  customer  of  the  Canada  Eefining  Company  for 
over  thirty  years. 

Mr.  Drummond's  decision  was  received  with  marked  satisfaction.  The  chairman 
thanked  Mr.  Drummond  for  the  way  in  which  he  had  received  the  request  of  the 
trade  and  that  gentleman  withdrew. 

The  chairman  then  called  upon  Mr.  Elmenhorst.  The  president  of  the  St. 
Lawrence  Sugar  Eefining  Company  positively  refused  to  agree  with  the  resolution 
of  the  guild,  and  stated  that  he  would  not  refuse  to  sell,  but  that  the  trade  might  rest 
assured  that  he  would  use  his  best  influence,  and  it  was  not  small,  to  bring  the  non- 
signers  icto  line  ;  tie  further  atsured  the  trade  that  they  could  rely  on  his  determina- 
tion to  protect  tbeir  interests. 

In  reply  to  the  question,  if  Lightbound  Ealston  &  Co.  refuse  to  come  in  after 
you  have  used  yoar  influence  with  them,  will  you  refuse  to  sell  them  ?  Mr. 
Elmenhorst  said  :  "  I  will  not  refuse  to  sell  to  any  non-subscriber,  but  I  am  on  your 
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side."  During  the  discussion,  Mr.  Elmeohorst  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  an  advance 
of  i  cer.t  was  not  a  sufficient  protection  to  the  trade. 

At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings,  Mr.  Elmonborst's  attention  was  directed  to  the 
fact  that  one  of  the  principal  non-signers  of  the  sugar  agreomeot  was  a  subscriber  to 
four  or  five  other  comhinations,  all  of  which  were  profitable  to  him,  and  therefore  their 
refusal  to  sign  the  sugar  agreement  was  not  based  on  principle. 

Notwithstanding  the  arguments  of  the  delegates,  Mr.  Blmenhorst  remained 
firm  in  his  position,  which  was  that  the  trade  must  take  his  word. 

As  might  he  supposed,  there  was  a  general  feeling  of  disappointment  at  the  posi- 
tion taken  by  Mr.  Elmenhorst,  in  view  of  the  prompt  and  decided  stand  taken  by 
Mr.  Drummond. 

Mr.  Elmenhorst  and  the  other  representatives  having  withdrawn,  the  delegates 
proceeded  to  again  discuss  the  resolution  presented  to  the  refiners.  Finally,  after  a 
very  heated  discussion,  the  following  was  adopted : — 

Moved  by  Mr.  Gilmour,  seconded  by  Mr.  Boomer, 

Whereas  the  motion  passed  ai  this  morning's  meeting  of  the  Dominion  Guild  did 
not  recommend  itself  to  the  approval  of  all  the  refiners ;  Be  it  resolved,  That  the 
refiners  be  asked  to  increase  the  advance  on  white  sugars  to  non-subscribers  to  sugar 
agreement  to  one  cent  per  pound. 

The  secretary  was  instructed  to  wait  upon  Mr,  Blmenhorst  with  this  resolution. 
This  was  done,  and  the  secretary  reported  that  Mr.  Blmenhorst  distinctly  refused  to 
be  a  party  to  any  such  agreement,  and  that  he  had  again  reiterated  his  determination 
to  protect  the  trade  and  to  use  his  influence  to  bring  the  non-signers  into  line. 

The  secretary's  report  was  received  with  marked  disapproval. 

After  passing  a  vote  of  ttianks  to  the  chairman,  the  meeting  adjourned. 

The  delegates  left  Montreal  leeling  that  some  good  had  and  would  be  effected,  as 

a  result  of  the  meeting. 

WM.  INGE,  President. 
EDGAR  A.  WILLS,  Secretary. 


GENERAL  MEETING. 

Kingston,  16th  November,  1887. 

Delegates  present— London— Messrs.    Ford   and   Masuret;   Hamilton— Messrs. 

Turner,  Balfour,  Lucas,  Gillard.  McPherson,  Sterling,  Stuart;  Toronto— Messrs.  Ince, 

JtJlain   and  Kinnear  ;   E:ing8ton— Messrs.    Fenwick,    Robertson,   Craig  and  McRae; 

Brockville— Mr.   Gilmour ;    Montreal— Messrs.  Childs,  Hebert,   Lockerby,  Kmlock ; 

Quebec — Mr  Turner.  .  "  -a     t.    e 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  10.30  a.m.,  in  the  ofiSce  of  the  president  of 

the  Kingston  Guild. 

Mr.  Ince,  president,  in  the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  last  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed.  „.,,,..       ^, 

A  communication  from  the  vice-president  of  the  Montreal  Guild  advising  the 
acceptance  of  the  offer  of  the  refiners  that  the  advance  should  be  one  half  cent,  was 
read  and  the  action  of  Mr  Hebert  in  the  premises  unanimously  confirmed. 

Mr.  Childs,  President  of  the  Montreal  Association,  piesented  copy  of  a  resolution 
adopted  on  the  3rd  of  November,  as  follows:-  ^  .    ,,     t^      •   •      r   -ja 

"  Resolved  that  it  be  a  recommendation  from  this  Board  to  the  Dominion  Guild 
that  the  present  sugar  agreement  be  confined  to  strictly  wholesale  merchants  and 
therefore  that  those  retailers  already  on  the  list  be  erased  therefrom,  also  that  non- 
signers  be  permitted  to  purchase  from  the  refiners  at  one-quarter  cent  per  pound  ad- 
vance for  not  less  than  25  barrels  of  one  brand."  ,     „  ,  .,  ^  .  a    „ 

Mr.  Childs  also  presented  copy  of  a  resolution  sent  by  the  Retail  Grocers'  Asso- 
ciation of  Montreal  to  Mr.  Drummond. 

3—35 
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Mr.  Lockerby  presented  copy  of  the  rules  and  regulations  governiDg  the  Boston 
Wholesale  Grrocers'  Association  with  a  letter  from  the  president  of  same. 

After  allowing  considerable  latitude  of  discussion,  the  president  called  for  a  reso- 
lution on  the  question. 

Moved  by  Mr  Blain,  seconded  by  Mr.  Turner,  of  Hamilton, 

That  the  sugar  combination  be  confined  to  strictly  wholesale  houses  and  that 
local  guilds  be  requested  to  erase  from  membership  any  retail  house,  a  retail  house 
being  understood  to  mean  any  house  selling  direct  to  the  consumer,  and  that  a  new 
list  be  sent  refiners  of  those  who  are  in  the  combination. 

A  long  and  intereetirg  discussion  ensued  on  this  resolution  and  it  was  finally 
auopted. 

The  meeting  adjourned  at  1.30  p.m. 

APTEaNooN  Session. — 2.30  p.m. 

The  meeting,  being  called  to  order,  proceeded  to  discuss  the  proposal  to  reduce 
the  advance  to  be  charged  non-signers  from  one-half  to  one-quarter  cent. 

The  proposal  was  not  favorably  received,  and  finally,  after  a  heated  discussion,  it 
was  moved  by  Mr.  Turner,  of  Quebec,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sterling,  and  carried,  with  the 
understanding  that  the  delegates  were  authorized,  if  they  deemed  it  best,  to  concede 
ore-eighth;  that  is,  that  the  advance  to  be  charged  to  non-signers  by  the  refiners 
should  bo  three-eiffbths. 

That  the  resolution  of  the  Montreal  Grocers'  Association  recommending  that  an 
advance  of  one-quarter  of  a  cent  per  pound  be  charged  to  non-signers  over  com- 
bination prices  is  not  satisfactory,  and  that  a  deputation  be  appointed  to  wait  upon 
the  refiners  to  express  the  views  of  this  meeting  and  to  make  a  more  favorable  ar- 
rangement in  the  interests  of  this  guild.  The  deputation  to  consist  of  the  following 
gentlemen:  Messrs.  1  nee,  Toronto;  Turner,  Qaebec ;  Childs,  Montreal:  Gillard, 
Hamilton  ;  Fen  wick,  Kingston. 

Mr.  Blain,  in  a  forcible  speech,  proposed  that  the  sugar  terms  given  by  the 
-wholesale  trade  as  to  credit,  should  be  the  same  as  the  refiners,  and  strongly  advo- 
cated fourteen  days  ret  cash.     Finally, 

Moved  by  Mr.  Blain,  seconded  by  Mr.  Ford, 

That  the  question  of  a  reduction  on  the  sugar  terms  be  referred  to  the  local 
guilds  to  consider  and  report  on  the  same  at  the  next  meeting  of  this  guild.— Carried. 

Mr.  Ferwick,  president  of  Kingston  Guild,  called  attention  to  the  distinct  un- 
derstanding as  to  the  admission  of  parties  having  wholesale  and  retail  establish- 
ments. The  census  of  opinion  was  that  any  wholesale  house  having  a  retail  estab- 
lishment in  the  same  town  was  morally  bound  for  a  proper  supervision  of  the  retail 
branch,  and  that  the  whole  matter  of  admission  lay  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the 
local  guild  in  whose  territory  the  party  or  parties  did  business. 

Considerable  discussion  arose  as  to  the  question  of  off  grades.  The  president 
reminded  the  meeting  that  Toronto,  Hamilton,  London  and  iirantford  had  strongly 
opposed  the  making  of  any  off  grades,  but  he  was  of  the  opinion  that  refiners  must 
have  an  opportunity  to  meet  their  competitors. 

Mr.  Craig  stated  that  his  firm  were  holdtrs  of  a  considerable  quantity  of  Scotch 
granulated  and  that  they  never  considered  it  as  a  standard. 

Moved  by  Mr.  McPherson,  necondL-d  by  Mr.  Lockerby, 

That  in  the  opinion  ot  this  meeting  Scotch  granulated  sugar  be  considered  as  an 
ott  grade  and  that  the  question  be  iett  in  the  hands  of  the  delegates  appointed  to 
meet  the  refiners  to  fix  the  question  definitely. 

Mr.  Lockerby's  Notice  of  Motion. 

After  some  discussion  it  was  resolved  to  adjourn  consideration  of  this  matter 
till  next  meeting . 
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Tobaccos. 

Mr,  Childs  laid  before  the  meeting  the  resolution  of  the  Montreal  Guild  re 
tobacco  agreement.  He  also  afforded  very  satisfactory  information  in  relation  to 
certain  recent  decisions  of  Mr.  McDonald. 

The  meeting  then  proceeded  to  discuss  the  suggestions  submitted  by  Montreal.: 

(1.)  Suggestion  to  allow  signers  to  sell  to  each  other  at  less  than  rate  fixed  by 
agreement. 

The  census  of  the  meeting  was  decidedly  against  alteration  of  the  present  system 
in  this  respect. 

(2.)  Desirability  of  requesting  all  tobacco  manufacturers  to  make  the  minimum 
quantity  for  a  sale  and  terms  of  credit  and  discount   the  same  as  Mr.  McDonald's. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Gillard,  seconded  by  Mr.  Blain, 

That  the  "  Empire  "  and  "  McAlpine"  Tobacco  Manufacturers  be  notified  that 
the  wholesale  dealers  in  tobacco  have  agreed  not  to  buy  tobaccos  in  less  quantities 
than  50  caddies,  or  the  equivalent,  and  request  them  not  to  sell  to  anyone  in  less 
than  said  quantities,  in  one  sale,  and  also  that  their  terms  shall  be  four  months  or  3 
per  cent,  for  cash. 

Starch, 

Mr.  W.  H.  Gillard,  president  of  the  Hamilton  Guild,  announced  that  he  was 
instructed  by  the  Edwardsburg  and  British  American  Starch  Companies  to  state 
that  they  were  willing  to  make  an  arrangement  with  the  trade  for  a  sale  of  their 
goods,  and  submitted  the  following  resolution  : 

Provided  the  Edwardsburg  and  British  American  Starch  Companies  sell  to  the 
wholesale  trade  only  and  make  uniform  prices  and  support  the  wholesale  trade  in  a 
minimum  advance  to  the  retail  trade  of  j  cent  per  pound  on  common  laundry,  |  cent 
on  all  others  except  rice  (starch)  upon  which  the  advance  shall  be  1  cent ;  they 
agree  not  to  sell  the  manufactures  of  any  other  starch  company,  who,  upon  being 
^sked  to  join,  refuse  to  do  so,  upon  same  terms. 

Moved  by  Mr.  McPherson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Stewart,  That  the  matter  be  defer- 
red for  further  consideration. — Carried. 

'^  Notice  of  Motion  by  Mr.  Ford. 

That  prepayment  of  freight,  except  on  combination  goods,  be  in  future  discon- 
tinued by  members  of  the  guild. 

There  being  no  further  business. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Lockerby,  seconded  by  Mr.  Turner  of  Hamilton, 
That  a  vote  of  thanks   be  presented  to  the  president  of  the  Kingston  Guild  for 
the  use  of  his  pleasant  and  comfortable  oflace  for  the  use  of  this  meeting —Carriedi 


The  meetrng  adjourned. 


President. 
Secretary. 


EXHIBIT  24^. 

Hamilton,  16th  March,  1888. 
Adam  Brown,  Esq.,  M.P.,  Ottawa. 

Dear  Sir  —At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Betail  Grocers'  Association  of  Hamilton, 
held  last  evening,  the  enclosed  resolution  was  duly  passed,  and  the  secretary  instruct- 
ed to  forward  a  copy  of  the  same  to  you  and  the  chairman  of  the  Combine  Committee. 
Eindly  reply  as  to  disposal  of  the  same. 

Yours  truly, 

EGBERT  STEWART, 
Secretary  Hamilton  Betail  Grocers'  Asso(;iation. 
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The  following  is  resolution  above  referred  to: — 

Moved  by  A.  Ballentine,  seconded  by  B.  Winnifrith, 

WbereaH  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  CommonB  has  been  appointed  to  c 
information  relative  to  "  combines"  and  their  effect  upon  trade;  and  wherei 
retail  grocers  occupy  the  very  important  middle  position  between  the  who 
merchant  and  the  consumer  of  the  chief  necessaries  of  life; 

Whereas  Hamilton  being  one  of  the  principal  commercial  cities  of  Ontarii 
retail  grocers  of  this  eity  have  had  particularly  favorable  opportunitiesf  or  ol 
ing  the  effect — "  combines  "  and  their  influence  upon  trade  ;  and  whereas  ■? 
in  possession  of  information  touching  the  matter  in  question,  which  informati( 
are  anxious  to  impart :  Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  in  the  event  of  an  invi 
being  extended  to  us  by  the  said  Parliamentary  Committee  to  appear  by  rep: 
tative  before  it,  representatives  will  be  in  readiness  to  appear  when  called  upoi 
that  copies  of  this  resolution  be  forwarded  to  the  chairman  of  the  said  Parliame 
Committee,  and  to  Adam  Brown,  Esq.,  and  Alex,  McKay,  Esq.,  our  city  repi 
tatives  at  Ottawa. 


EXHIBIT  25a. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  producers  and  shippers  of  anthracite  coal  held  a 
Fifth  Avenue  Hotel  in  New  York,  on  Wednesday,  the  14th  day  of  April,  188fi, 
J.  J.  Albright,  acting  as  chairman,  and  Mr.  W.  E.  Street,  as  secretary,  the  folk 
resolmion  was  adopted  :  — 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  fifteen  be  appointed  by  the  Chair,  to  consi 
plan  for  the  business  of  the  coming  year,  and  submit  the  same  to  a  meeting  o 
producers  and  shippers,  to  be  held  at  two  o'clock. 

The  following  were  appointed  by  the  chair  as  such  committee: — Messrs. 
Albright,  Vaillant,  Langdon,  Holden,  Swoyer,  Sanderson,  Sayre,  Dininney,  Dai 
S,  Eichards,  Slee,  Ely,  T.  M.  Eichards,  J.  J.  Albright,  jun,,  and  Kingman. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned  until  2  o'clock. 

At  the  adjourned  meeting  of  the  producers  and  shippers,  the  committ 
fifteen  presented  the  following  resolutions,  which  had  been  adopted  by  the  comn 
as  their  report :  — 

Reiolved,  That  we  adopt  the  plan  of  a  division  of  the  tonnages  among  th 
spective  interests,  upon  the  basis  as  adopted  in  April,  1885, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  not  exceeding  four  in  number,  be  appointed  by 
respective  interest,  to  conduct  the  business  for  the  year  from  1st  May^  1886,  t 
May,  1887,  the  committees  to  vote  by  interests,  and  each  interest  to  *e  entith 
four  votes. 

Resolved,  That  the  stocks  on  hand  1st  May,  1886,  shall  be  fully   reported  ti 
general  committee,  in  the  same  manner  as  provided  by  the  resolution   of  last 
and  that  the  stocks  so  on    hand  shall   constitute   a  part   of  the  allotment  of 
interest  tor  the  year. 

Resolved,  That  for  the  year  beginning  1st  May,  1886,  the  tonnage  be  di 
among  the  respective  interests  in  the  same  percentages  as  was  adopted  last  year 

To  the  shippers  vid  Del.,  L.  &  W.R.E 30-46  per  cent. 

do  do        Lehigh  Valley  R.  E 19.40      do 

do  do        N.  T.,  L.  E.  &  W.  E.  E 23-13      do 

do  do        Pennsylvania  E.  E It-es       do 

do  do        Phila.  and  Eeading  E  E 09-39       do 

100-00 
Resolved,  That  the  general  committee  appoint  a  committee  of  five  as  an 
cutive  committee,  who  shall  have  lull  power  to  regulate  prices,  allotments,  &c.,  be< 
the  meetings  of  the  general  committee,  subject  always  to  the  decisions  of  the  ge 
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•Committee,  and  shall,  from  time  to  time,  recomniend  to  the  general  committee,  for 
vote  at  their  meetings,  such  matters  as  in  their  judgment  may  seem  best  for  the 
maintenance  of  prices,  allotments,  &c. 

Upon  motion,  it  -was 

JResolved,  That  the  above  report  of  the  committee  of  fifteen  be  adopted  as  a 
■whole,  by  this  meeting. 

Resolved,  That  each  interest  appoint  its  respective  committee. 

The  following  persons  were  then  chosen  by  the  shippers  as  their  committee  to 
represent  their  respective  interests  during  the  ensuing  year  : — 

Jos.  J.  Albright,  Wm.  E.  Street,  G.  H.  Vaillant,  Andrew  Langdon,  representing 
ooal  sent  vid  N.Y.,  L.  B.  &  W.  R.  E. ;  B.  E.  Holden,  W.  E.  Storrs,  C.  M.  Sanderson, 
representing  coal  sent  vid  D.,  L.  &  W.  E  E. ;  W.  H.  Sayre,  F.  0.  Dininney,  A.  Gr. 
Tates,  A.  J.  Davis,  representing  coal  sent  vid  Lehigh  Valley  E.  E. ;  J.  S.  Eichards, 
J.  D.!F.  Slee,  Jos.  Stickney,  E.  B.  Kly,  representing  coal  sent  vid  Penn.  E.  E. ;  Thos. 
M.  Eichards,  J.  J.  Albright,  jun.,  W.  L.  Kingman,  representing  coal  sent  vid  Phila.  & 
Beading  E.  E, 

Resolved,  That  the  resolutions  which  have  been  adopted,  be  put  into  the  form 
of  an  agreement  by  the  general  committee,  and  the  signatures  of  the  various  ship- 
pers and  producers  be  obtained  at  the  earliest  possible  day. 

Resolved,  That  an  assessment  of  five  hundred  dollars  ($500)  be  made,  to  be 
divided  among  the  five  initial  interests,  and  that  the  chairman  of  each  initial  line  bo 
(requested  to  collect  the  funds,  and  turn  them  over  to  the  secretary. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

J.  J.  ALBEIGHT,  Chairman. 
W.  E.  STBBBT,  Secretary. 

A  meeting  of  the  General  Committee  was  then  convened  ;  and,  upon  motion,  it 
was 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  J,  J.  Albright  be  chosen  as  chairman,  and  Mr.  W.  E.  Street 
as  secretary,  for  the  coming  year. 

Resolved,  That  we  appoint  a  vice-chairman,  to  take  the  place  of  the  chairman 
in  his  absence,  or  at  his  request ;  and  that  Mr.  J.  D.  F.  Slee  be  appointed  vice-chairman 

Resolved,  That  the  following  be  appointed  as  an  executive  committee,  as  re- 
commended by  the  shippers:— B.  E.  Holden  for  the  D.,  L  &  W.  R.  E. ;  W.  H.  Sayre 
for  the  Lehigh  Valley  E.  E.;  W.  E.  Street  for  the  N.  Y.,  L.  B.  &  W.  E.  E. ;  Jos. 
Stickney  for  tne  Penn.  E.  E.;  T.  M.  Eichards  for  the  Phila.  &  Read.  E.  E. 

Adjourned  to  meet  on  Thursday,  15th  April,  at  10  o'clock. 


B. 

A  moeticg  of  the  Committee  on  western  and  interior  business  was  held  in  New- 
York,  on  Thursday,  26th  May.  After  a  general  discussion  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
trade  the  committee  recommend 

That  the  present  prices  be  continued  for  the  month  of  June,  except  that  the 
price  of  grate  («ize  be  advanced  to  the  same  price  as  charged  tor  egg  size. 

They  further  recommend  ,      j  ,. 

That  all  sales  be  made  with  the  distinct  understanding  that  the  delivery 
shall  be  made  during  the  month  of  June.  ^   ,       .       „„.i_ 

Adjourned  to  meet  at  the  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel,  New  York,  on  Wednesday,  29th 
June,  at  11  o'clock,  a.m.  ^  ^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^^^^^^^_ 


A  meeting  of  the  Western  Anthracite  Cj-nmittee  was  held  in  New  York,  on 
Thursday,  28th  July,  After  a  general  diacussioa  as  to  the  condition  to  the  trade,  the 
committee  recommend 
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That  the  present  circular  prices  for  Buffalo,  Niagara  Eiver  Bridges,  J 
Ontario  ports,  and  all  interior  points,  be  advanced  twenty-five  cents  per  gross  toi 
August  delivery. 

That  the  present  circular  prices  on  cars  and  from  yards  for  Chicago  and  o 
Lake  Michigan  receiving  ports,  and  also  the  receiving  ports  at  the  head  of  I 
Superior,  be  continued  for  August  delivery. 

That  the  prices  at  all  points  for  grate  and  egg  sizes,  be  twenty-five  cents 
ton  below  the  prices  of  stove  and  chesnut. 

Adjourned  to  meet  at  the  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel,  New  York,  on  Tuesday, : 
August,  at  9  o'clock,  a.m. 

W.  B.  STEEET,  Secretary. 


A  meeting  of  the  "Western  Anthracite  Committee  was  held  in  New  Tori 
Wednehiday,  27th  October.  After  a  general  discussion  as  to  the  condition  ol 
trade,  the  committee  recommend 

That  the  present  circular  prices  for  Buffalo,  the  Niagara  Eiver  Bridges,  I 
Ontario  ports,  and  all  interior  points,  be  advanced  thirty  cents  per  gross  ton 
November  delivery. 

That  the  prices  on  cars  and  from  yards  for  Chicago  and  other  Lake  Mich 
receiving  ports,  and  also  the  receiving  ports  at  the  head  of  Lake  Superior,  be  n 
$6.25  for  grate  and  egg  and  86.50  for  stove  and  chestnut,  per  net  ton  for  Nover 
delivery. 

Adjourned  to  meet  at  the  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel,  New  York,  on  WedneB( 
30th  November,  at  9  o'clock,  a.m. 

W.  B.  STEEET,  Secretary. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Western  Anthracite  Committee,  held  at  the  Fifth  Av( 
Hotel,  Thursday,  15th  April,  1886,  the  following  were  present:  Messrs.  Hoi 
Sayre,  Davis,  Dininney,  Albright,  Vaillant  (by  proxy),  Langdon,  Stickney,  Sle 
S.  Eichards,  Ely,  J.  J.  Albright,  jun.,  Kingman  and  Street. 

The  secretary  read  the  minutes  of  the  meetings  of  the  14th,  and  on  motion 
were  adopted. 

The  following  resolutions  were  then  adopted  : — 

Whereas,  at  the  meeting  of  the  joint  committee,  held  28th  April,  1885,  th( 
lowing  was  adopted,  viz. : 

_  "  Resolved,  That  tbe  coal  unsold,  in  stock  and  in  transit,  on   the  1st  day  of  1 

be  included  in  the  distribution  provided  for,  and   shall   count  in  the   respective  i 
ments ;  "  and 

Whereas,  it  is  alleged  that  certain  interests  are  under  the  impression  that 
above  resolution  was  intended  to  include  stocks  at  all  points,  as  well  as  Buffalo, 
the  tonnage  reports  of  stock  on  hand  to  the  secretary,  as  of  Ist  May,  1885 
still  incomplete ;  and 

Whereas,  by  resolution  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  this  committee  yesterday 
stock  on  hand  Ist  May,  1886,  was  in  similar  way  to  be  charged  to  the  various  i 
ments  for  the  fiscal  year;  and 

Whereas,  it  is  alleged  that  with  this  report  of  stock  on  hand,  the  deficienci 
certain  directions  fall  unjustly  upon  certain  interests;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  this  whole  question  be  referred  to  our  executive  committee,  tc 
endtLatthey  may  hear  the  statements  of  those  interested,  to  present  their  cl 
as  above,  or  for  any  other  deficiency  that  may  have  arisen,  and  that  the  said  e: 
tive  committtee  are  hereby  fully  authorized  to  make  such  adjustment  of  cla 
tieHciencies,  as  shall  be  just  and  equitable  to  all  concerned 
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Resolved,  That  the  executive  committee  report  to  us  at  our  next  regular  meeting, 
a  plan  for  reporting  stock  on  hand,  in  aooordance  with  the  resolution  of  yesterday. 

A  communication  from  Mr.  Vaillant  was  read,  suggesting  the  expediency  of 
pooling  the  whole  western  tonnage,  which  was  referred  to  the  executive  committee. 

The  following  rules  and  regulations  were  then  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  whenever  any  member  of  this  committee  shall  be  unable  to  attend 
a  meeting,  he  shall  have  the  right  to  appoint,  in  writing,  a  substitute  who  may  re- 
present him  at  such  meeting. 

Resolved,  That  any  producer  of  coal  who  is  a  party  to  this  agreement,  shall  ba 
permitted  to  attend  any  of  the  meetings  of  this  committee. 

Resolved,  That  prices  shall  be  made  at  all  places  as  heretofore,  and  in  addition  at 
all  points  where  any  of  the  companies  have  agents,  and  also  at  all  other  points  where 
any  members  of  this  committee  may  request  the  prices  to  be  made. 

Resolved,  That  the  prices  at  Buffalo,  Brie  and  the  Niagara  River  Bridges  be  the 
same,  and  that  they  be  regarded  as  the  basis  for  fixing  western  prices. 

Resolved,  That  no  coal  shall  be  sold  at  any  point  at  a  price  which,  with  the  sohedula 
freight  added,  shall  place  such  coal  at  any  other  point,  at  less  coat  to  the  purchaser 
than  the  established  price,  at  the  place  to  which  such  coal  is  destined. 

Resolved,  that  no  coal  shall  he  sold  at  the  breaker  at  a  price  which,  with  the 
schedule  freight  added,  shall  be  less  than  the  price  established  by  this  committee  f^ir 
ooal  at  the  point  of  destination,  except  that  any  miner  of  coal  represented  in  thi4 
committee,  may  sell  to  any  other  party,  also  represented  in  this  committee,  at  such 
prices  as  may  be  mutually  agreed  upon  ;  and  that  any  violation  of  this  resolution  be 
promptly  reported  to  this  committee. 

The  following  resolutions  relating  to  prices  were  then  adopted : — 

Resolved,  That  the  following  prices  be  established  to  take  effect  at  once  and  for 
delivery  prior  to  Ist  June. 

For  Buffalo  and  the  Niagara  Eiver  Bridges  on  cars,  grate,  84  00  per  Gross  Ton. 

%g        ' 

Stove, 

Chest., 

For  Buffalo,  F.  0.  B Grate, 

-Egg. 
Stove, 

Chest., 
For  shipment  to  Lake  Ontario  ports,  viz.— From  Oswego, 
Point,  and  Charlotte,  prices  to  be  seventy  (70)  cents  per  gross  less  than  BaJlalo, 
P.  O.  B.  prices,  with  the  understanding  that  tor  coal  shipped  through  the  Wellitnl 
Canal  for  western  points,  the  prices  to  the  same  destination  are  to  be  equalized  wah 
Buffalo:  in  other  words,  that  the  cost  to  the  purchaser  is  to  be  tlia  same  as  if  shipped 
from  Buffalo.  „  ^„  „,  ,-,         m 

ForEochester Grate,  $3  65  per  Gross  Ton. 

Egg,       3  65  " 

Stove,     3  90  " 

Chest.,    3  .0  " 

Resolved,  That  the  prices  on  cars  for  shipment,  and  in  yards  to  dealers  aiid 
manuiacturers,  ut  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  Eacine,  whether  the  coal  be  received  there 

by  rail  or  lake,  be  as  follows:  t-t  ..  m 

Grate,        $6  60  per  Gross  Ton,  or  $5  00  per  Net  Ton. 
Egg,  5  60  "  5  00 

Stove,         5  88  "  5  25 

Chest  5  ^8  "  5  25 

JZesoZved,  That  a  sub-committee  of  nine  be  appointed  to  ^dj^st  the  prices  at  ri- 

terior  points  in  the  State  of  New  York,  fixing  them  with  srV^J"""'''"*    '  niir  la 
established   for   controlling  points  at  Buffalo,  Rochester  :and   Syracuse,  as  near  m 

possible. 


4  00 

4  25 

4  25 

4  30 

4  SO 

4  55 

4  55 

•,   Fair 

Haven,  Sodus 
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The  following  were  appointed  as  such  sub-committee : — H.  S.  Holden,  J.  J. 
Mo  Williams,  Thoe.  Hodgson,  T.  P.  Torray,  J.  H.  Horton,  W.  A.  Jewett,  A.  G.  Yates, 
T.  Guilford  Smith,  0.  M.   Uuderhill,  chairman. 

Resolved,  That  the  price  of  the  size  known  as  No.  4  be,  at  all  points,  not  less  than 
the  price  of  stove  size,  but  that  it  be  omitted  from  the  circulars. 

Resolved,  That  no  coal  for  municipal  purposes  or  public  contracts,  for  which 
tenders  are  advertised,  shall  be  sold  at  any  less  rate  than  the  regular  oar  prices  in 
force  at  time  of  sale. 

Resowed,  That  the  prices  of  coal  at  ports  at  the  head  of  Lake  Superior,  for  dis 
tribution  by  rail,  be  submitted  to  a  committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Saunders,  Pratt> 
J.  E.  McWiliiams,  Yates  (or  a  substitute  whom  he  may  appoint),  and  Merriweather* 
Resolved,  That  the  prices  on  cars  at   Toledo,   Sandusky,   Detroit  and  Cleveland 
be  one  dollar  (S  l)  per  gross  ton  above  the  Buffalo  prices  on  cars. 

Resolved.  That  a  committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Yates,  J.  J.  MoWiUiams,  T. 
Guilford  Smith,  E  E  McWiliiams  and  Underbill,  be  appointed  to  visit  Toronto,  for 
the  purpose  of  endeavoring  to  harmonize  the  local  interests  in  that  city,  and  to 
establish  the  trade  upon  the  basis  of  the  wholesale  prices  fixed  by  this  board. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be,  and  is  hereby  appointed,  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  such  fcction  in  respect  to  the  trade  at  Eochester,  as  will  establish  and  re- 
gulate the  local  trade  at  that  city,  upon  the  basis  of  the  wholesale  prices  established 
by  this  board,  and  that  the  committee  be  composed  of  the  following  named  persons, 
viz. :  Messrs.  Yates,  T.  Guilford  Smith,  E.  F.  Holden,  XJnderhill  and  Torrey. 

iJesofoecf,  That  a  similar  committee  of  five  be,  and  is  hereby  appointed  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  such  action  in  respect  to  the  trade  in  Buffalo,  and  that  the  com- 
mittee be  composed  of  the  following  named  persons,  viz. :  Messrs.  Hodgson,  J.  J. 
McWiliiams,  Horton,  T  G.  Smith,  and  Underbill. 

Resolved,  Tbat  the  prices  for  interior  points,  as  submitted  by  the  sub-oommittee 
of  nine,  be  and  are  hereby  approved. 

Adjourned  to  meet  at  the  Fifth  Avenue   Hotel,   New   York,   on   Thursday,  April 
29th,  1886. 

J.  J.  ALBRIGHT,  Chairman. 
W.  E.  STREET,  Secretary. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Western  Anthracite  Joint  Committee,  held  at  New  York, 
Wednesday,  2yth  September,  1886,  there  were  present,  Messrs.  Albright,  Holden, 
Storrs,  Sayre,  Ely,  J.  S.  Richards,  T.M.  Richards,  Albright  Jun.,  Underbill,  Stickney, 
Yates,  Langdon,  Davis,  Dininney,  Kingman  and  Street. 

The  minutes  of  the  preceding  meeting  were  read  and  approved, 

A  communication  was  presented  from  the  Central  New  York  Coal  Dealers'  Asso- 
ciation, relative  to  the  sale  of  coal  by  the  shippers  to  private  parties  by  the  car  load, 
whereupon,  on  motion,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : — 

Resolved,  That  the  circular  prices  of  coal  as  establisned  by  this  committee,  shall 
be  held  to  apply  ouly  to  sales  to  dealers  regularly  established  in  the  business,  and  to 
manufacturers  for  their  own  consumption  ;  and  that  sales  to  all  other  parties,  at  all 
points,  shall  be  at  fifty  cents  per  gross  ton  above  the  circular  prices. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Grand  Rapids  Coal  Dealers'  Association, 
whereupon,  the  following  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Goal  Dealers'  association  organized  at  Grand  Rapids,  Mioh., 
be  sustained  in  all  lawful  and  practical  efforts  to  secure  harmony  in  the  trade,  and 
the  adoption  of  reasonable  methods,  in  the  prosecution  of  their  business. 

Statements  being  made  relative  to  the  condition  of  the  local  trade  in  the  city  of 
Buffalo,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  investigate  the  alleged  irregu- 
larities in  the  hales  to  the  local  dealers,  and  to  secure  the  maintenance  ot  the  prices 
made  by  this  committee.  The  following  committee  was  appointed  by  the  chair; 
Messrs.  Dininney,  Hedstrom,  Underbill,  T.  Guilford  Smith  and  Langdon. 
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The  foUowiog  resolutions  were  then  adopted : 

Besdved,  That  the  present  circular  prices  for  Baffalo,  Niagara  River  Bridges 
Lake  Ontario  ports,  ana  all  interior  points  (excepting  thu  interior  points  named 
below)  be  advanced  twenty-five  cents  per  sross  ton  for  October  delivery. 

Resolved,  That  the  prices  on  cars  and  from  yards  for  Chicago  and  other  Lake 
Michigan  receiving  ports,  and  also  ihe  receiving  ports  at  ihe  head  of  Laiie  Superior 
be  made  $5.50  for  grate  and  egg,  and  $5.75  for  stove  and  chestnut,  per  net  ton  for 
October  delivery.  ' 

The^pnces  at  interior  points  were  referred  to  a  committee  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Storrs,  Torrey,  dorton,  Uuaerliill  aad  Albright,  Juo.,  which  committee  reported  as 
follows: — 

Binghampton  to  Erwins  inc.     Circular  Book,  page  1  &  2    No    advance  from  September  prices. 

Genesee  to  DausviUe  "  "  "     5  u 

Corning         to  So.  Livonia  "  "  "     4  u 

Binghampton  to  York  "  "  <"     17  t  I8  " 

Sayre  to  K.  Waverley  "  "  "     19  n 

Barton  to  Oswego  "  " 

Attica  to  Town  Line  "  " 

'Livonia  to  Red  Creek  "  " 

Avon  to  Attica  "  •' 

E.  &  P.  June,  to  Alden  "  " 

Scottaville       to  Bala  via  "  " 

-Bstavla  to  Attica  "  " 

Maplewood     to  Wyoming  "  " 

All  Other  interior  points  advanced  25  cents. 

Adjourned  to  meet  at  the  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel,  New  York,  28th  October,  1886, 
•at  eleven  o'clock,  a.m. 

J.  J.  ALBRIGHT,  Chairman. 
W.  E.  STREET,  Secretary. 
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A  meeting  of  the  miners  and  producers  of  anthracite  coal,  shipping  into  the 
western  and  interior  markets,  was  heid  in  New  York,  on  Wednesday,  l^Tth  April, 
I887.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  consider  the  condition  of  the  coal  trade  in 
these  markets,  and  report  such  recommendations  as  they  should  find  expedient. 
This  committee,  after  a  general  discussion  of  the  whole  subject,  presented  the  fol- 
lowing recommendations : 

That  the  miners  and  shippers  of  anthracite  coal  into  the  western  and  interior 
markets  meet  monthly  or  oftener,  as  may  be  advocated,  for  general  conference  in 
relation  to  matters  pertaining  to  the  condition  of  the  trade  and  such  adjustment  of 
competitive  relations  as  may  be  legitimate  and  practicable.  For  the  purpose  of 
facilitating  such  conference,  and  promoting  the  ends  sought  to  be  attained,  it  is 
recommended  that  a  permanent  committee  of  conference  be  appointed  by  those  now 
assembled,  which  committee  shall  procure  and  promulgate  information  respecting 
the  interests  of  the  general  trade,  and  make  such  recommendations  in  relation  thereto 
as  they  shall  deem  proper. 

That  the  organization  of  this  committee  of  conference  be  communicated  to  all 
the  miners  and  shippers  of  anthracite  coal  into  the  western  and  interior  markets, 
and  that  they  be  irvited  to  co-operate  with  the  committee  and  conform  to  its  recom- 
mendations. 

That  it  is  to  be  understood  that  the  action  of  this  committee  of  conference  is 
ptirely  recommendatory,  and  while  urging  upon  all  the  desirability  of  conforming 
thereto,  the  committee  assumes  no  authority  in  the  premises,  and  does  not  seek  to 
limit  the  freedom  of  action  of  any  individual  member  of  the  committee  or  of  thosa 
to  whom  these  recommendations  may  come. 
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That  the  followiDg  prices  be  recommended  : 

Grate.  Egg.  Stove.  OheBtnut. 

For  Buffalo $4  30  $4  40  $4  75  $4  75      Gross  tons. 

"   Lake  Ontario  Ports....  3  80  3  90  4  25  4  25                " 

"   Eochester 3  90  4  00  4  35  4  35               " 

"   Syracuse 3  65  3  75  4  10  4  10                « 

"   Chicago 5  50  5  50  5  75  5  75       Net  tons. 

"  Lake  Michigan  and 
Lake  Superior  re- 
ceiving Ports 5  50  5  60  5  75  5  75                " 

«   East  St.  Louis 5  75  5  75  6  00  6  00                " 

That,  in  adjusting  prices  for  common  points  beyond  Buffalo,  the  prices  fre 
board  of  vessels  at  that  point  be  taken  as  a  basis,  and  that  there  be  added  th 
the  excess  of  the  through  rates  of  freight  over  the  freight  charged  to  Buffalo  fo; 
on  board  delivery. 

That  the  prices  proposed  shall  be  strictly  limited  to  deliveries  for  the  moi 
May,  and  that  the  sellers  will  assume  no  obligations  for  delivery  at  these  prices 
May,  and  that  they  will  assume  no  responsibility  for  inability  to  procure  trans] 
Hon  tor  the  same  during  that  month. 


Gross  Tons. 

Net  Tons. 

Hb  05 

$4  al 

5  03 

4  51 

5  30 

4  73 

5  30 

4  73 

5  30 

4  73 

4  30 

3  84 

B. 

Suspension  Bridge,  N,T.,  Ist  November,  1887 

For  the  present  the  prices  of  Scranton  and  Wilkesbarre  coal  will  be  as  foil 

On  Cars  at  Buffalo  and 
Bridges  for  Shipment  W. 

Grate  ..... 

Egg 

Stove  -  ... 

Small  stove        -  -  .         '  - 

Chestnut       ..... 
Pea         ...... 

Subject  to  conditions  on  back  of  this  circular  (see  below). 
Prices,   free   on   vessel   at  Buffalo  and  Sodus  Point,  furnished  on  applioi 
.Alto  prices  for  coke,  Brier  Jlill,  Fairmount,  Lehigh  and  Altona  Blacksmith. 

PIEECB  &  CO 

Conditions  of  the  Sale  and  Shipment  of  Coal. 

Terms  Cash. — All  accounts  not  paid  on  the  10th  of  the  month  following 
ment  subject  to  sight  draft. 

1.  All  prices  are  subject  to  change  without  notice,  and  all  deliveries  condit 
upon  ability  to  secure  transportation. 

The  shippers  will  assume  no  responsibility,  nor  will  they  give  any  guar 
beyond  their  ability  to  secure  cars  or  vessels  for  shipment. 

2.  All  sales  shall  be  at  invoice  weights  as  taken  at  original  points  of  shipi 
Shipments  are  thereafter  in  all  respects  at  the  risk  of  purchaser,  and  no  olair 
shortage  will  be  entertained. 

3.  Cars  are  required  to  be  unloaded  in  accordance  with  the  rules  andregul 
of  the  railroads,  and  demurrage  will  be  charged  for  the  detention  of  cars  in  a( 
ance  with  whatever  rules  may  be  established  by  the  railroads,  and  in  no  case  w 
fihippers  be  responsible  for  such  demurrage. 

4.  All  sales  subject  to  strikes  and  accidents  at  mines. 
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The  Delaware,  Lackawanna  and  Western  Eailroad  Company, 

Coal  Deparmient,  Agency  at  Obweqo,  N.Y.,  Ist  October,  1887. 

Mesers.  Elias  Eoqehs  &  Co.,  Toronto. 

Gentlemen, — Affairs  in  the  coal  regions   are  in  such  a  state  that  I  am  directed 
to  withdraw  all  prices. 

Tours  truly, 

A.  G.  COOK,  Agent. 


Pennsylvania  Coal  Company, 

Buffalo,  N.I.,  31st  October,  188t. 
Messrs.  Blias  Eogebs  &  Co.,  Toronto. 

Dear  Sir, — All  prices  issued  by  this  company  for  points  north  and  west  of  mines 
are  this  day  withdrawn. 

New  prices  will  be  furnished  on  application. 

Tours  truly, 
THOS.  HODGSON,  Western  Superintendent 


EXHIBIT  26. 

56  Church  St,,  Toronto,  i7th  March,  1888. 
N.  Clarke  Wallace,  Esq.,  M.P. 

My  Dear  Sir,— While  you  are  looking  after  the  combines  please  look  up  the 
banking  combine.  I  was  a  member  of  the  Boaid  of  Trade  here  when  the  proposal 
was  Bsde  to  loim  these  tc-called  branches  connected  whh  various  businetses,  and  it 
was  this  idea  oflering  opportunities  to  woik  tlefe  combires  that  ru&hed  the  mem- 
bership up.  The  public  twigged  the  idea,  and  all  businets  men  of  any  consequence 
made  a  rush  to  get  in  for  fear  they  would  be  left  out  of  the  ring.  The  bank  offloials 
here  have  one  ring.  The  coal  people  have  now  another.  With  regard  to  the  banks, 
as  you  know  their  present  charters  were  principally  granted  when  capital  was  very 
scarce  and  extra  inducements  had  to  be  offered  to  attiact  it  from  abroad.  Their 
privileges  have  proved  eo  valuable  that  nearly  all  of  them  have  set  aside  enormous 
rests  after  paying  heavy  dividends.  No  one  objects  to  this  if  legitimately  done,  but 
this  is  not  the  case.  Ever  since  Mr.  King,  of  the  Bank  of  Montreal,  stepptd  into  the 
New  Tork  market,  when  there  was  a  financial  flurry,  and  made  millions  tor  that 
bank.  I  am  informed  by  leading  bankers  in  New  Tork  cily  that  our  banks,  when- 
ever money  becomes  tight,  appear  on  the  scene  and  make  enormous  loans  on  the 
most  insecure  ard  speculative  stocks  such  as  local  institutions  would  not  dare  do. 
The  result  is  they  draw  in  every  dollar  from  customers  here  and  many  perfectly 
solvent  concerns  go  to  the  wall.  This  has  been  admitted  to  me  by  bank  managers 
here  of  local  ofSces,  and  the  effect  upon  their  customers  lamented.  The  etteot  even 
of  one  or  two  large  banks  doing  this  produces  stringency  all  round.  Now  1  am 
quite  satisfied  that  these  institutions  could  not  so  act  if  it  was  not  for  their  deposits 
and  rests  or  sinking  funds.  The  one  they  hold  in  trust  for  the  public  and  the  other 
for  their  shareholders,  and  they  are  not  justified  in  withdrawing  either  from  the 
countrv  Tou  cannot  fairly  restrict  their  customers  from  trading  with  the  United 
States  and  allow  these  institutions  to  trade  there  with  the  earnings  of  our  people 
made  here.  The  capital  of  the  country  is  already  insufficient  without  g.ving  to  a 
few  master  minds  the  power  of  bringing  the  country  time  ^^^  «gain  to  the  verge  of 
panic  A  commission  should  issue  to  make  a  rigid  enquiry  into  these  matters,  or  if 
finfficientinfoimaiionis  ai  hand  the  Goveinment  should  take  early  action  J  he 
banking  section  of  the  Boaid  of  Trade  here  in  connecticn  with  a  -->'",  ^^'A^s 
Montrell  run  money  up  or  down  and  make  and  ruin  people  as  they  choose.     Ihis^ 
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should  be  stopped.  Hardly  a  merchant  in  the  oonntiy  carriea  on  his  business  with- 
out dread  of  being  caught  in  a  pretended  crisis  or  a  real  one  caused  by  the  agencies 
referred  to.  Thig  paralyzas  enterprise  and  renders  people  fearful  of  entering  into 
undertakings  which  would  otherwise  be  very  profitable  to  the  country.  I  could 
mention  one  bank  here  which  holds  more  Americanbrewers'  paper  than  any  institu- 
tion in  the  United  States,  and  a  considerable  part  of  its  capital  is  used  in  carrying 
such  institutions  in  New  York  alone,  so  much  so  that  the  credit  theylgive  to  people 
who  could  not  get  a  discount  there  is  a  matter  of  everyday  comment  amongst  people 
concerned  in  the  malt  and  hop  trades  in  New  York.  The  same  concern,  of  course, 
has  not  enough  money  to  carry  its  own  customers  here  and  joins  in  the  cry  of 
"  tight  money,"  &o.,  &c.  As  to  the  Board  of  Trade  Combine  it  is  iniquitous.  Any 
man  who  may  incur  the  displeasure  of  any  of  these  bank  noodles  is  liable  to  be  beg- 
gared in  a  day,  even  though  his  affairs  are  on  a  perfectly  sound  basis.  It  is  needless 
ior  me  to  impress  upon  you  the  evil  effect  of  this  and  the  necessity  which  exists  of 
an  immediate  remedy.  I  have  written  at  length  as  I  feel  from  what  I  have  seen  and 
heard  that  it  is  high  time  a  remedy  should  be  applied. 

As  to  the  coal  business — I  do  not  know  what  Bogers  said,  but  I  understand  that 
he  arranged  first  with  the  producers  on  the  other  side  not  to  sell  except  to  this  com- 
bination (then  proposed).  They  came  here  and  organized  the  combination  on  the 
ground  that  otherwise  they  could  not  get  coal.  Thus  this  iniquitous  affair  was  car- 
ried through. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  very  truly, 

J.  W.  BLAKE. 


EXHIBIT  27. 

MoNTKBAL,  I'Zth  March,  1888. 
N.  C.  Wallace,  Esq.,  M.  P., 

Chairman  Committee  on  Trades  Combinations,  Ottawa. 

Sir, — I  thought  my  evidence  was  quite  clear,  but  apparently  it  was  not  specific 
enough  on  the  matter  of  glucose.  I  desire,  therefore,  to  say  that  I  intended  to  convey 
to  the  committee  in  answer  to  questions  pui  to  me,  and  now  affirm,  that  not  one 
pound  of  glucose  was  ever  introduced  into  our  works  for  the  purpose  of  mixing  with 
or  adulterating  our  sugars  or  syrups. 

I  am,  sir,  yours  truly, 

GEO.  A.  DEDMMOND, 

President  Canada  Sugar  Refining  Company  (^Limited), 


EXHIBIT  28. 


Canadian  Marine  Enqineees'  Association,  144  Vanault  Street, 
_  Toronto,  20th  March,  1888. 

Clarke  Wallace,  Esq.,  M.  P. 

Dear  Sir,— Seeing  your  name  in  the  public  prints  in  connection  with  the  inves- 
tigation of  the  combines  throughout  the  Dominion,  I  take  the  liberty  of  calling  your 
attention  to  one  that  goes  under  the  name  (I  think)  of  the  Owners'  Marine  Associa- 
tion. They  meet  every  year  before  the  opening  of  navigation  and  issue  a  tariff  of 
wages  covering  captains,  engineers,  and  in  face  down  to  boys  on  board  of  steam 
vessels,  and  I  am  given  to  believe  that  there  is  a  penalty  of  $1,000  attached  if  any  of 
the  owners  should  pay  more  than  schedule  wages.  I  do  not  think  this  is  justice,  aa 
some  men  are  worth  more  than  others  and  should  therefore  get  more  pay,  but  the 
owner  if  he  should  even  be  willing  to  do  so  dare  not.  I  cannot  send  you  a  copy  of  their 
by-laws,  as  they  keep  them  very  close.    Enclosed  please  find  copy  of  our  rules,  yon 
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will  see  that  we  do  not  mention  wages  to  restrict  a  man  to  take  as  nmoh  or  as  little 
as  he  may  please  to  accept.  If  you  can  do  anything  with  this  we  should  be  very 
happy  to  pee  it  broken  up.  I  might  also  say  that  if  I  can  get  a  tariff  of  wages  for 
this  year  I  will  send  it  to  you . 

I  remain  yours, 

S.  S.  MALCOHNSON. 


EXHIBIT  286. 
CONSTITUTION  OF  THBOlNADIAlSr  MAEINB  BNGINBERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

EULES. 

The  objects  of  the  Association. 


In  consideration  of  the  great  number  of  persons  engaged  in  the  various  branches 
of  marine  engineering,  the  growing  importance  of  the  trade  and  the  great  interests 
involved  therein,  it  has  been  deemed  desirable  to  establish  a  Canadian  Marine  Engin- 
eers' Association  to  watch  over  and  protect  the  interests  and  welfare  of  all  concerned ; 
to  diffuse  sound  and  reliable  information  by  the  discussion  of  practical  subjects,  and 
generally  to  elevate  and  improve  the  condition  of  the  marine  engineer ;  also  to  give 
employers  and  owners  greater  facilities  for  obtaining  engineers  of  undoubted  practical 
experience  and  ability . 

This  association  will  give  guarded  attention  to  the  daily  increasing  tonnage  and 
dimensions  of  hull,  horse  power,  and  high  pressure  steam,  all  of  which  necessitates 
that  the  marine  engineer  shall  be  kept  scientifically  informed  on  the  present,  and 
upon  all  future  improvements  in  marine  engines  and  boilers. 

SECTION  I. 

Constitution. 

1.  The  association  to  consist  of  members  and  honorary  members. 

2.  The  oflcers  of  this  association  for  the  management  of  its  affairs,  to  be  chosen 
from  the  members  only,  are  to  consist  of  one  president,  1st  and  2nd  vice-presidents, 
five  members  of  council,  treasurer  and  one  secretary.  All  members  who  have  filled 
the  office  of  president  of  the  association  to  be  ex-officio  members  of  council  under  the 
title  ef  past  president. 

SECTION  II. 

Qualification  of  Members. 

1.— Members.— Members  to  be  practical  licensed  engineers,  holding  certificates 
of  competency  from  either  the  Canadian  Board  of  Steamboat  Inspectors,  or  English 
Board  of  Trade,  who  shall  be  admitted  to  membership  according  to  the  articles  and 
provisions  of  this  constitution. 

2 Honorary  Members. — Honorary  members  shall  be  manufacturing  engineers, 

steamboat  inspectors,  and  such  scientific  men  as  the  council  shall  deem  eligible. 

SECTION  III. 

Subscriptions. 
1.  The  fee  for  admittance  shall  be  two  dollars,  and  the  annual  subscription  one 

*2'  All  subscriptions  for  the  first  year  to  be  due  with  the  entrance  fee  at  the  time 
of  election,  and  to  be  due  annually  in  advance  from  the  recurrence  of  that  date. 
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SECTION  IV. 

Election  and  Expulsion  of  Members, 

1.  Every  person  admitted  to  membership  in  this  association  must  be  a  licensed 
engineer  holding  a  license  from  either  the  Canadian  Board  of  Steamboat  Inspectors, 
or  the  English  Board  of  Trade,  and  be  of  good  moral  character. 

2.  Candidates  for  membership  muat  be  proposed  by  one  member  and  seconded 
by  another,  according  to  form  A  in  the  appendix,  and  when  ballotted  for,  must  receive 
two-thirds  of  all  the  votes  cast  by  all  the  members  present,  to  gain  his  election . 

3.  When  the  proposed  candidate  is  elected,  the  secretary  shall  give  him  notice 
thereof,  according  to  form  B,  but  his  name  shall  not  be  added  to  the  list  of  members 
until  he  shall  have  paid  his  subscription  according  to  article  2,  section  III.  He 
must  also  sign  the  form  C  in  the  appendix,  and  enter  into  an  obligation  with  the 
council. 

4.  Elections  to  take  place  at  any  regular  meeting. 

5.  Each  member  shall  furnish  the  secretary  with  his  address;  in  case  of  removal, 
giving  immediate  notice  of  same,  so  that  the  secretary  may  have  the  means  of  inform- 
ing such  member  of  special  meetings  and  other  important  business  without  loss  of 
time. 

6.  If  any  member  shall  leave  his  subscription  in  arrear  for  more  than  oae  year, 
and  shall  fail  to  pay  such  arrears  within  three  months  after  a  writtea  application 
has  been  sent  to  him  by  the  secretary,  his  name  may  be  struck  off  the  list  of  members 
Jby  the  council  at  any  time  afterwards. 

SECTION  V. 

Election  of  Officers. 

1.  The  annual  election  of  officers  to  take  place  at  the  anniversary  meeting,  on 
the  second  Thursday  of  January  in  each  year. 

2.  The  president,  vice-presidents,  council,  secretary  and  treasurer  to  retire 
annually,  but  to  be  eligible  for  re-election. 

3.  There  shall  be  two  auditors  elected  every  year  whose  duties  shall  consist  in 
examining  the  books,  receipts  and  expenditure,  for  the  past  year,  and  at  the  follow- 
ing meeting  they  shall  report  the  result  to  the  members  present. 

SECTION  VI. 

Meetings. 

1.  The  regular  meetings  shall  be  held  at  the  offices  of  the  association  every 
Thursday  evening  at  7.30  p.m. 

2.  The  anniversary  meeting  of  the  association  shall  be  held  on  the  second 
Thursday  of  January  in  each  year. 

3.  A  special  meeting  may  at  any  time  be  called  by  the  council,  or  at  the  request 
of  seven  members,  the  president  shall  direct  the  secretary  to  call  a  special  meeting 
stating  the  object  thereof;  at  such  meetings,  members  only  shall  attend. 

4.  Meetings  shall  be  conducted  as  far  as  practicable  in  the  following  order  : — 

(1)  The  chair  to  be  taken  at  7  30  p.m. 

(2)  The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  to  be  read  and  after  being  confirmed, 
to  be  signed  by  the  chairman.  The  minutes  shall  include  the  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments since  the  previous  meeting. 

(3)  Eeports  or  communications  from  the  council. 

(4)  Reports  from  special  committees,  if  any. 

(5)  Election  of  new  members,  and  at  the  anniversary  meeting  the  election  of 
officers. 

(6)  Introduction  of  new  members. 

(7)  Communications  approved  of  by  the  council  to  be  read  and  discussed. 

5.  No  alteration  of  the  rules  or  by-laws  to  be  made  at  any  but  special  meetingB, 
nor  uBless  notice  of  such  alteration  has  been  given  at  a  regular  meeting  held  two 
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-weeks  previoasly,  a  copy  of  this  notice  to  be  sent  to  each  member  by  post  or  other- 
wise. 

SECTION  vn. 
Communications  by  Members  and  Others. 
All  communications  intended  to  be  read  and  discussed  shall  be  submitted  to  the 
council  for  approval  and  after  their  approval  shall  be  read  at  such   meetinars  as   the 
council  shall  direct. 

SECTION  viir. 
Duties  and  Privileges  of  Members. 

1.  Bach  member  to  have  the  privilege  of  introducing  one  friend  to  any  meeting 
but  the  anniversary  and  special  meetings. 

2.  Members  and  honorary  members  to  take  part  in  the  discussion  at  an  ordinary 
meeting,  but  members  only  can  vote. 

3.  Members,  honorary  members  and  visitors  shall  enter  their  name  and  address 
in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  the  purpose,  on  entering  each  meeting. 

4.  Members  must  pay  their  subscriptions  previous  to  the  opening  of  the  meet- 
ing, so  as  not  to  disturb  in  any  way  the  proceedings. 

SECTION   IX. 

Duties  of  Officers. 

1.  The  president  to  be  chairman  at  all  meetings,  and  in  his  absence  one  of  the 
vice-presidents ;  in  the  absence  of  a  vice-president  the  members  to  elect  a  chairman 
for  that  meeting. 

2.  The  secretary  to  be  a  member  of  the  association,  and  to  hold  in  trust  all  the 
funds  of  the  association,  which  shall  be  deposited  by  him  into  such  bank  as  the 
council  may  direct.  Cheques  to  be  drawn  by  the  president  and  secretary,  or  by  two 
vice-presidents  and  the  secretary. 

3.  The  secretary  to  be  present  at  all  meetings  and  to  take  minutes  of  the 
proceedings,  and  read  those  of  the  preceding  meeting. 

SECTION  X. 

Museum,  -Library  and  Property  of  the  Association. 

1.  With  a  view  to  benefit  the  members  and  others  of  the  association,  by  the 
diffusion  amongst  them  of  information  essential  for  their  knowledge,  endeavors  shall 
be  made  to  establish  a  museum  of  marine  engineering-  inventions  (models  and 
drawings)  and  a  library  of  practical  works  for  reference.  This  library  not  to  be 
in  any  sense  a  lending  library,  but  merely  a  library  of  reference  for  members. 

2.  All  the  movable  property  of  the  association  to  be  held  by  the  council,  in 
trust  for  the  association. 

3.  All  books,  drawings,  communications,  &c.,  to  be  accessible  to  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  association,  and  to  be  held  in  trust  by  the  council  for  the  use  of  the 
members. 

4.  All  communications  to  the  meeting  to  be  the  property  of  the  association, 
and  to  be  published  only  by  the  authority  of  the  council. 

5.  I^one  of  the  property  of  the  association,  books,  drawings,  &c,,  to  be  taken 
away  from  the  offices  of  the  association  without  the  consent  of  the  council. 

6.  All  donations  to  the  association  to  be  enumerated  in  the  annual  report  of  the 
council,  presented  to  the  anniversary  meeting. 

SECTION  XI, 

Registry  of  unemployed  Marine  Engineers. 

This  registry  has  been  establiehed  with  the  object  of  giving  employers  in  the 
mercantile  marine  trade  greater  facilities  for  obtaining  marine  engineers  of  practical 
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experience  and  ability.  As  no  person  can  have  his  name  registered  here  for  a 
situatioD  who  has  not  the  proper  qualifications,  and  who  is  not  in  every  way  eligible 
to  take  the  responsibility  entrusted  to  his  care,  it  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  the  means  in 
future  of  inducing  ehipowners,  captains  and  superintending  engineers  to  apply  to 
the  secretary,  who  will  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  forwarding  mechanical 
engineers  of  good  character,  holding  certificates  of  competency,  for  any  vacancy  that 
may  occur. 

1.  No  person  shall  be  allowed  to  have  his  name  placed  on  this  register  who 
does  not  hold  a  certificate  of  competency  from  the  Board  of  Steamboat  Inspectors, 
or  the  English  Board  of  Trade. 

2.  It  shall  be  imperative  that  every  marine  engineer  shall  give  to  the  secretary 
any  information  that  may  lead  to  the  benefit  of  his  fellows,  if  by  post,  telegram,  or 
otherwise,  he  shall  on  application  to  the  secretary,  have  the  amount  returned  to 
him,  and  any  person  obtaining  assistance  through  the  agency  of  this  office  shall  pay 
to  the  secretary  the  cost  thereof ;  and  if  not  paid  within  twelve  weeks  after  a 
situation  has  been  obtained  by  such  means,  he  shall  have  sach  sum  added  to  his 
arrears  of  subscription. 

3.  Any  person  on  the  register   leaving   his   employment  shall,  as  soon  as  con-  ' 
venient,  write  his  name  and  address  in  a  book   kept  for  that  purpose,  and  if  he  shall 
have  left  his  employment  for  any  special  reason  he  shall  immediately  put  himself  ia 
communication  with  the  secretary,  stating  his  reason  for  so  doing. 

4.  It  is  imperative  that  any  marine  engineer  obtaining  employment  shall 
acquaint  the  secretary,  stating  the  name  of  the  vessel,  where  bound  to,  his  position 
on  board,  whether  1st,  2nd  or  otherwise,  and  amount  of  pay  received.  Anyone 
infringing  this  rule  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine,  to  be  determined  by  the  first  ordinary 
meeting  held  after  the  information  has  been  received. 

5.  Any  marine  engineer  who  shall  be  discharged  for  mi8conduct,t^)ringing 
him  into  disgrace,  shall,  if  it  be  proven,  have  his  name  erased  from  the  register,  and 
upon  no  consideration  shall  he  be  reinstated. 

6.  The  secretary  shall,  on  receiving  an  application  for  men,  use  his  best  endea- 
vors on  behalf  of  the  engineer  who  has  been  out  of  work  for  the  longest  period, 
but  should  anyone  be  three  months  in  arrears  he  shall  have  no  claim  to  priority, 
only  in  the  event  of  such  one  being  specially  sent  for,  in  which  case  it  shall  be 
deemed  a  sufficient  guarantee  for  the  secretary  to  give  way  to  the  one  applied  for. 

"7.  Any  per8':;D  having  a  proposition  to  make  for  the  improvement  of  the  manage- 
ment of  the  registry  shall,  at  his  earliest  convenience,  submit  the  nature  thereof  to 
the  secretary,  that  cognizance  of  the  same  may  be  given  to  the  council. 

8.  Anyone  who  shall  have  obtained  the  entry  of  his  name  upon  the  registry  by 
means  of  a  false  statement  and  declaration,  shall,  on  the  same  being  proved  to  the 
satisfaction  of  a  council  meeting,  immediately  have  his  name  erased  from  the  books, 
and  upon  no  pretence  shall  he  at  any  future  time  have  his  name  placed  thereupon. 


poem:  A. 

Mr.  being  desirous  of  admission  into  the  Canadian  Marine  Engineers' 

Association,  we,  the  undersigned,  from  our  personal  knowledge,  propose  and  recom- 
mend him  as  a  proper  person  to  become  a  thereof. 

Witness  our  hands  ihis  day  of 

[  Members. 


FOEM  B. 

Sir, — I  beg  to  inform  you  that  on  the 
you  were  elected  a 
of  the  Canadian  Marine  Engineers'  Association.     In  conformity  with  the  rules,  your 
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election  cannot  be  confirmed  until  the  enclosed  form  be  returned  to  me  with  your 
signature,  and  until  your  entrance  fee  and  your  first  slibscription  be  paid.  If  the 
first  subscription  is  not  received  within  two  months  from  the  present  date  the  eleotion 
■will  become  void. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Secretary. 

FORM  C. 

I,  the  undersigned,  being  elected  a  of  the  Canadian  Marine  Engineers' 

Association,  do  hereby  agree  that  I  will  ba  governed  by  the  regulations  of  the  said 
association,  as  they  are  now  formed,  or  as  they  may  hereafter  b  <  altered  ;  that  I  will 
advance  the  objects  of  the  association  as  far  as  shall  be  in  my  power,  and  will  attend 
the  meeting  thereof  as  often  as  I  conveniently  can,  provided  that  whenever  I  shall 
signify  in  writing  to  the  socretary  that  I  am  desirous  of  withdrawing  my  name  there- 
from, I  shall,  after  the  payment  of  any  arrears  which  may  be  due  by  me  at  that 
period,  be  free  from  obligation. 

Witness  my  hand  this  day  of  18     . 

FOEM  D. 

DECLABATION. 

To  be  made  by  all  persons  desiring  to  be  placed  upon  the  registry  of  the 
Canadian  Marine  Kngineers'  Association. 

That  this  registry  having  been  established  by  licensed  engineers,  men  of  com- 
mercial, practical  and  mechanical  knowledge,  whose  only  object  is  to  provent  valuable 
property  being  placed  in  the  hands  of  unskilful  men,  1,  upon  having  my  name 
placed  upon  your  register,  do  conscientiously  declare  that  I  will  uphold  the  principles 
of  this  association,  and  maintain  them  to  the  best  of  my  ability.  I  also  undertake  to 
give  such  information  that  may  come  within  my  knowledge  for  the  benefit  of  the 
association  and  my  fellow-members,  whose  interest  I  will  in  every  way  promote. 

Witness  my  hand  this  day  of  18     . 


EXHIBIT  29. 

N.  Clarke  Wallace,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Combines, 

House  of  Commons,  Ottawa.  , 

Dear  Sir, — We,  the  undersigned  ginger  ale  manufacturers  of  the  city  of  Montreal 
beg  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  great  loss  we  have  sustained  since  the  formation  o: 
the  Wholesale  Grocers'  Guild,  by  not  being  aole  to  purchase  our  fcugar  direct  fron 
the  refiners  as  formerly.  .  ,    ,    . 

Sugar  is  the  largest  item  in  our  business.  The  National  Policy  is  intended  t( 
encourage  manufacturers  and  give  employment— the  tendency  of  the  Sugar  Combim 
(Refiners'  and  Wholesale  Grocers')  is  to  destroy  manufacturers  that  use  large  quanti 
ties  of  sugar,  by  making  them  pay  advanced  prices.  ,  -^   ., 

If  you  will  kindly  refer  to  the  list  of  members  of  the  Wholesale  Grocers  Gnilc 
you  will  find  three  manufacturers  in  Montreal  on  it ;   why  this  distinction?    Is  thi 

justice  to  us  ? 

We  remain  yours  most  respectfully, 

EOBBET  MILLAE, 
EGBERT  ALLAN, 
CHAS.GUED&CO., 
E.  BLACKWOOD  &  CO  , 
D.  W.  GAGNON&BROS., 
J.  CHEISTJN  &  CItl., 

19th  March,  1888.  ARTHUR  COOPER. 

8—36 


BS2  UNDERTAKERS — SUGAR, 


EXHIBIT  30, 

EiOHMOND  Hill,  Ont.,  10th  March,  1888, 
N.  Clarke  Wallace,  Esq.,  M.P., 

House  of  Commons,  Ottawa. 

Dear  Sir,— I  have  seen  by  the  newspapers  that  yoa  have  succeeded  in  having 
a  ccmmitlee  appointed  to  enquire  into  combines.  Amongst  other  combinations,! 
submit  that  the  committee  woald  render  a  great  public  service  by  directing  its  atten- 
tion to  a  rigid  enquiry  into  a  grievous  monopoly  known  as  the  Undertakers'  Asso- 
ciation, a  combination  that  injuriously  affects  the  interests  of  all  classes  of  society, 
but  m.^re  particularly  the  poor  and  those  least  able  to  bear  the  burthens  this  associa- 
tion inflicts  on  them.  Its  organization,  I  am  informed,  is  such  that  no  undertaker, 
who  is  not  a  member  of  the  association,  can  purchase  a  coffin,  and  in  order  to  keep  up 
a  monopoly  and  extraordinary  high  prices  of  coffins  and  faneral  furnishings,  they 
prevent  competition  by  refusing  to  deal  with  undertakers  outside  of  the  combina- 
tion, and  they  limit  the  number  of  those  to  whom  they  will  sell  or  supply.  For 
instance,  a  village  like  ours  (Richmond  Hill),  they  will  not  supply  but  one  firm, 
thereby  giving  ttiat  firm  a  monopoly.  They  have  their  list  of  prices,  and  the  suffer- 
ing public  have  to  submit  to  exorbitant  charges  for  extremely  doubtful  value  at  a 
time  when  the  families  are  bereaved.  This  is  a  crying  evil  that  afifects  poor  and 
rich,  and  some  remedy  ought  to  be  found  to  guard  a  suffering  public  against  the 
tyrannical  monopoly.     Please  let  me  hear  what  you  think  of  my  suggestion. 

Tours  truly, 

M.  TEEFr. 


EXHIBIT  31. 

Montreal,  l'7th  March,  1888. 

Dear  Sir, — I  had  intended  sending  telegram  for  our  W,  B.  Matthewson  in  his 
examination  before  the  Committee  at  Ottawa,  to  be  read  and  left  with  the  Committee. 
The  telegram  intended  to  be  thus  sent  was  telephoned  to  him  on  the  morning  of 
giving  his  evidence,  but  it  seems  there  was  no  opportunity  of  referring  to  the 
matter  directly.  As  Mr.  Drummond's  evidence  contained  an  offensive  insinuation 
about  crediting  parties,  it  was  open  to  and  more  than  probable  intended  to  convey 
the  conviction  to  the  public,  and  forming  a  sort  of  justifiable  defence  of  his  course  in 
arranging  with  the  guilds  that  parties  who  did  not  fall  in  with  their  views  and 
refused  to  be  coerced,  were  selling  sugars  under  cost,  and  consequently  unworthy  of 
credit.  While  this  is  not  positively  slated,  the  insinuation  is  clearly  apparent,  even 
to  an  ordinary  observer,  and  largely,  therefore,  on  this  account  the  telegram,  after- 
wards telephoned,  was  sent.  1  have  thought  it  well  to  now  send  this  telegram 
which  you  will  be  pleased  to  read  to  the  Committee  and  retain  amongst  its  papers. 
This  is  another  sample  of  the  most  offensive  and  slanderous  mode  of  acting  that  I 
have  had  to  do  with.  I  also  send  a  copy  of  our  original  telegram  to  Liverpool, 
when,  on  the  7th  July,  the  intimation  was  conveyed  that  the  secret  band  of  con- 
spirators, refiners  and  guilds'  representatives,  had  decided  to  put  half  a  cent  the 
pound  on  refined  wbite  sugars  against  the  outsiders  who  refused  to  be  coerced.  It 
was  doubtful  about  getting  the  sugar,  but  the  reply  next  day  gave  satisfactory 
assurances  that  we  could  get  supplies.  Another  document  is  a  letter  from  S.  Canard 
&  Co.,  of  9th  instant,  showing  that  they  also  consider  themselves  bound  to  obey  the 
dictation  of  the  guild,  thus  proving  that  they  are  also  hand  and  glove  with  the 
other  refiners  and  the  guilds.  Thus  showing  that  all  the  refiners  are  one  in  this 
great  wrong  against  the  public  and  the  independent  merchants  of  Ontario  and 
Quebec  in  particular. 

Mr.  Drummond  refers  to  what  Mr.  Lightbound  said  would  have  been  the  cost  of 
granulated  sugar  about  the  end  of  the  year  or  beginning  of  January  as  8J  to  cost  to 
import,  ignoring  the  fact  of  a  drop  in  the  market  as  proved  by  a  letter  of  2nd  Feb- 
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lary,  1888,  attached,  in  which  we  are  offered  1,000  brls.  granulated  sa^ar  at  87.22  in 
ouble  bags  or  $7.30  in  barrels,  laid  down  in  oar  store  duty  paid.  This  surely  is  an 
bjectionable  way  of  dealing  with  the  matter.  Only  last  evening  we  cabled  across 
)r  some  of  the  crystalized  sugar . 

About  the  quality  of  the  yellow  refined  sugars.  Yesterday  a  country  dealer 
sked  me  what  he  would  do  with  a  barrel  of  yellow  refined  sugar  he  had  that  was  so 
lard  that  an  axe  would  be  necessary  in  the  case.  I  told  him  to  bring  it  to  the 
tore  and  it  would  soften .  Then  he  suggested  about  the  loss  in  weight  in  conse- 
[uence.  He  wanted  to  know  the  cause.  I  pointed  him  to  the  ice  in  the  streets  and 
et  him  imagine  how  it  was  caused.  A  city  merchant  also  in  our  store  at  the  time 
said  he  had  known  of  a  barrel  in  Toronto  of  400  lbs.  We  have  had  them  over  400 
lbs.  this  last  season.  It  would  be  well  to  know  if  the  yellow  sugars  gave  satisfaction 
to  any  of  the  parties  giving   evidence,  especially  as  to  dryness. 

About  this  combination  or  conspiracy,  as  it  really  is.  While  the  refiners  in 
Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick  are  joined  in  it  against  outside  parties  here,  this 
Bonspiracy  does  not  affect  the  trade  in  those  provinces,  nor  anywhere  bat  Ontario 
md  Quebec.  The  refiners  from  Nova  Scotia  and  Now  Brunswick  should  be  called 
upon  to  explain  their  position  and  why  they  are  joined  to  this  outrageous  afEair. 

There  is  a  very  strong  article  in  today's  Herald  and  a  really  good  article  in  the 
Monetary  Times,  of  Toronto,  of  this  week,  on  the  subject.  The  New  York  Times  has 
lately  devoted  quite  a  space  to  our  case  here  and  communication  is  received  asking  for 
information  from  New  York.  One  thing  must  not  be  forgotten ;  until  about  the 
time  of  the  formation  of  the  "  United  States  Sugar  Trust,"  so-called,  price  of  granu- 
lated, up  to  July  at  least,  say,  and  later,  was  for  expDrt  about  3J  cents,  but  we  could 
not  touch  it  because  of  the  extreme  protection  against  United  States  our  tariff  gives. 

It  is  very  objectionable  the  indulgence  in  personalities  and  side  issues  on  the 
part  of  some  in  tbe  combine.  Before  the  matter  is  finally  disposed  of  I  would  like 
to  go  and  further  testify. 

Faithfully  yours, 

J.  A.  MATHEWSON. 
£!lakke  Wallace,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Combines. 


EXHIBIT  32. 

A. 

Halifax,  N.S.,  9th  March,  1888. 

Messrs.  J.  A.  Mathewson  &  Co,,  Montreal. 

Dear  Sir  —We  have  your  letter  of  5tih  instant  to  the  Halifax  Sag  ar  Eefining 
Company.  As  agents  for  the  sale  of  tho  product  of  the  refinery  we  do  not  feel  justi- 
fied in  running  contra  to^expressed  opinion  and  rules  of  the  Grocers  Guild,  represent- 
ing, as  it  appears  to  do,  nearly  all  the  wholesale  grocers' trade  of  Canada.  We 
received  a  telegram  from  you  yesterday  asking  for  price  of  granulated  to  which  we 
,^replied  asking  you  to  apply  to  Mr.  Osgood  who  sells  for  us  in  Montreal. 

Yours  very  truly, 

S.  CUNAED  &  CO.,  Agents. 


B. 

Hakgrbaves  Buildings,  5  Chapel  Street, 

Liverpool,  2nd  February,  laa». 

Messrs.  J.  A.  Mathewson  &  Co.,  Montreal. 
t         Dear  Sirs  —We  had  this  pleasure,  28th  January,  and  have  none  of  /onr  favors 
1  to  replj  to  ^Ihe  Tgar  market  has  continued  fiiUing  until  we  were  able  to  cable  yoa 
3-36J 
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a  low  offer  for  1,000  barrels  granulated,  say  S7  30  per  100  pounds,  or  $7.22  in  c 
bags,  laid  down  in  your  store  duty  paid.  We  are  disappointed  at  having  no 
elicited  by  so  favorable  opportunity.  We  found  the  "  crystalized  "  which  you 
few  weeks  ago  enquired  about,  aleo  very  cheap,  18s.  3d.,  f.  o.  b.,  and  as  it  was  i 
an  hour  or  two  of  this  steamer  closing  we  ventured  lo  send  you  a  sample  lot 
bags,  as  per  sample  herewith.  We  sent  this  little  trial  parcel  to  give  you  a  fa 
ofthisgrsde.  We  think  it  superior  to  anything  your  own  refiners  make 
refiner  here  calls  it  the  cheapest  in  the  world)  and  would  be  appreciated  o 
counters  of  your  first-class  grocers.  Enclosed  are  bill  of  lading  and  invoice,  £ 
3d.,  and  we  hope  it  will  please  you  to  take  it  to  account,  and  so  much  so  as  to 
more.  It  would  cost  6  cents  more  to  put  into  barrels.  Brown  sugar:  We  ca 
this  at  $5.16  laid  down  d.  p.  See  sample  herewith.  Surely  this  is  laying  the 
of  business  in  sugar,  and  an  escape  for  you  from  the  thraldom  you  so  much  detesi 
before  said,  we  will  do  what  we  can  for  you. 

Tours  truly, 

ANDEEWS,  BELL  &  CC 


C. 

Copy  of  original  telegram  and  reply  from  Andrews,  Bell  &  Co.,  Liverpool, 
granulated  sugar : — 

Montreal,  "Zth  July,  1887, 10.30  p.u 

(Springbok)— Send   samples   refined    sugar, — positively   British,  like— (£ 
mish — )  American  granulated. 

Eeply  received  2  p.m.,  Friday,  8th  July,  1887. 

Apace.— We   offer,    subject  to  reply  by  telegraph,   British,   500  double 
quality  to  be  guaranteed,  lOs  6d.  (cwt.),  cost,  freight  and  insurance. 

Coat  here,  net  reckoned,  6-643.,  or  say  6-81s.  4  months'  basis. 


EXHIBIT  33. 

CONSTITUTION  AND  BY-LAWS  OF  THE  COAL  TBADE  BEANCH  OF 
TOEONTO  BOAED  OF  TEADE. 

Deposited  with  the  Council  of  the  Board. 

Eule  I.— This  association  shall  be  known  as  the  Coal  Trade  Branch  of  the  To 
Board  of  Trade,  and  shall  be  composed  of  such  coal  dealers  as  are  members  ( 
said  board  who  are  duly  elected  members  of  the  branch  by  a  majority  of  the  mei 
present  at  a  properly  constituted  meeting  thereof,  and  who  shall  have  paid 
initiation  fee  to  the  said  branch.  The  amount  to  be  paid  as  initiation  fee  sha 
exceed  the  sum  of  $100,  and  a  register  shall  be  kept  of  the  names  of  the  mei 
enrolled  from  time  to  tinae. 

Eule  IL— The  officers  of  the  branch  shall  be  an  executive  committee  consi 
of  seven  members,  of  whom  five  shall  be  owners  or  lessees  of  docks  and  yards  i 
city  of  Toronto,  and  two  who  have  yards  in  the  city  of  Toronto,  but  who  nee 
have  docks.  Only  one  member  of  each  firm  shall  be  eligible  as  a  member  o 
executive  committee.     Four  shall  form  a  quorum. 

Eule  III.— The  executive  committee  shall  be  elected  annually  by  ballot,  a 
annual  meeting  to  be  held  in  December  in  each  year,  of  which  due  notice  shs 
given  by  the  secretary. 

Eule  IV.— The  executive  committee  immediately   after  this  election  shall 
from  among  their  number  a  chairman,  deputy  chairman  and  treasurer,  who 
hold  their  respective  offices  until  others  shall  be  elected  at  the  next  annual  me 
m  LJecember  in  their  stead,  or  until  they  shall  be  removed  from  office  or  shall  v 
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the  eame,  and  shall  also  appoint  a  secretary,  who  shall  hold  office  during  the  pleasure 
of  the  committee. 

Eale  v.— It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  executive  committee  further  to  fix  prices 
for  coal,  and  change  the  same  from  time  to  time  as  in  their  judgment  the  best 
interests  of  the  trade  demand,  aud  to  instruct  the  secretary  to  notify  all  the  members 
of  the  branch  promptly  of  such  action,  and  the  prices  so  fixed  shall  be  the  prices  at 
which  coal  shall  be  sold  by  all  the  members  of  this  branch,  and  not  otherwise,  and 
the  executive  committee  comes  under  an  obligation  to  submit  at  any  time,  at  the 
request  of  the  Council  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  for  its  consideration,  a  statement 
showing  the  percentage  of  profit  being  made  by  members  of  the  branch,  and  the 
council  may  make  a  deliverance  thereon. 

Eule  VI. — The  secretary  shall  not  be  interested  or  engaged  in  the  coal  business, 
and  shall  be  paid  for  his  services. 

Eule  Vn. — The  regular  meeting  of  the  branch  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Monday 
in  each  month  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  executive  may  direct. 

Eule  VIII. — Special  meetings  of  the  branch  or  executive  committee  may  be 
called  by  the  chairman  at  any  time,  and  must  be  called  by  him  upon  a  written  re- 
'  quest  of  three  members  in  the  case  of  the  executive  committee  and  seven  members 
in  the  case  of  the  branch. 

Eule  IX. — The  executive  committee  of  the  branch  shall  fill  any  vacancies  in 
their  number  arising  from  any  cause  who  will  hold  office  until  next  election. 

Eale  X. — All  motions  and  resolutions  of  the  branch  shall  be  decided  by  a  majority 
of  the  members  present,  and  fifteen  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum. 

Eule  XI  — The  constitution  or  by-laws  of  the  branch  may  be  altered  or  amended 
at  any  of  the  executive  committee  meetings,  on  notice  to  that  effect  haying  beea 
given  at  a  previous  meeting,  such  alteration  or  amendments  to  the  constitution  or 
by-laws  being  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  council  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Eule  XII.— Any  charges  of  violation  of  the  by-laws  of  the  branch  must  be  re- 
ported to  the  secretary  in  writing,  and  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  investigate  such  charges 
under  instructions  from  the  executive  committee ;  it  shall  be  his  privilege  to  examine 
the  books  of  the  accused  ;  he  shall  also  be  allowed  to  require  from  the  accused  a 
■-  written  denial  to  the  charges  preferred,  or  an  assent  to  the  same.  In  the  event  of  any 
accused  member  either  refusing  to  permit  an  examination  of  his  books  by  the  sec- 
retary, or  refusing  to  give  a  written  denial  or  assent  to  the  charges,  it  will  be  assumed 
&s  an  acknowledgment  of  the  correctness  of  the  charges  made. 

Eule  XIII.— The  secretary's  report  in  reference  to  any  alleged  violation  of  the 
rules  or  by-laws  of  the  branch,  shall  be  made  in  writing  to  the  executive  committee. 
In  case  such  committee  shall  decide  that  any  such  charge  so  preferred  is  sustained 
the  member  so  found  to  have  violated  any  of  the  rules  of  the  branch  shall  be  deemed 
in  default,  and  liable  to  suspension  or  expulsion  by  a  vote  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee An  expelled  member  shall  forfeit  all  claim  on  the  funds  of  the  branch.  Any 
member  so  suspended  or  expelled,  deeming  himself  aggrieved,  shall  have  tne  right 
of  appeal,  first  to  the  branch,  or  subsequently  to  the  council  of  the  Board  ot  irade; 
such  appeal  must  be  made  in  writing,  addressed  to  the  secretary,  and  the  decision  ot 

the  council  shall  bo  final. 

BY-LAWS. 

I  —It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  chairman  to  preside  at  the  meetings  of  the  branch, 
and  during  his  absence  the  duty  shall  fall  upon  the  deputy  chairman 

II  -The  secretary  shall  keep  full  minutes  of  the  meetings  of  the  branch,  con- 
duct  its   correspondence,  and  prepare  its  annual  report  under  the  direction  of  the 

*^'ln!_TTe'?reasurer  shall  take  charge  of  the  funds  of  the  branch,  disburse  the 
same  on  the  order  of  the  executive  committee,  countersigned  by  ^^^«  ^^^^^J.-f^^^^ 
shall  report  at  all  regular  meetings,  and  his  accounts  shall  be  open  to  inspection  at  all 


proper  times. 

IV.— No  proxy  vote  shall  be  allowed. 
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V. — At  all  meetings  of  the  branch  or  executive  committee,  the  following 
be  the  order  of  business  when  not  changed  by  the  chairman  or  deputy  chairma 

Call  to  order. 

Eeading  minutes  of  previous  meeting  (which  may  be  dispensed  with  by 
olution). 

Eeports  of  secretary  and  the  treasurer. 

Unfinished  businees. 

General  business. 

Yl — Every  member  of  the  executive  who  may  have  occasion  to  speak, 
rise  and  addrees  the  chair.-  All  motions  shall  be  made  in  writicg.  No  person 
interrupt  another  while  speaking,  and  all  persons  who  may  have  once  spoken  to 
motion  t-hall,  prior  to  speaking  again,  obtain  permiseion  from  the  presiding  of 
It  shall  be  lawful,  however,  for  the  presiding  ofScer  at  any  period  of  the  meetii 
announce  that,  the  subject  is  open  for  conversational  discussion,  and  in  such  case 
rule  shall  not  apply. 

VII. — The  presiding  oflScer  shall  be  judge  of  all  questions  of  order  and  proce( 
and  when  the  rules  of  the  branch,  or  of  propriety,  are  infringed  upon,  he  may  a 
order  the  transgressing  member,  who  shall  thereupon  take  his  seat ;  but  any  mei 
may  appeal  to  the  branch,  and  if  seconded  in  such  an  appeal,  the  majority  of 
members  present  shall  decide. 

VIII. — All  rules  of  order  or  proceedings  provided  for  by  this  constitution 
by-laws  shall  be  held  to  by  the  branch  and  the  executive  committee,  as  far  as 
may  be  applicable. 

IX. — Any  member  of  the  branch  who  shall  sell  coal  at  less  than  the  prices  f 
or  in  violation  of  the  rules  and  regulations  made  by  the  branch  for  the  sale  of 
shall  be  subject  to  trial  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  rules  XII  and  XI 
the  constitution. 


EXHIBIT  34a. 

MINUTES  OF  MEETINGS  OF  THE  COAL  TRADE  BRA.NCH  OF  ' 
TORONTO  BOARD  OP  TRADE. 

From  Uth  June,  1886,  to  ist  March,  1888,  inclusive. 

Special  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  held  14th  June,  1886. 

President,  Mr.  Keith  in  the  chair. 

Messrs.  Wm.  McGill,  J.  R.  Bailey,  Dowan,  E,  Rogers,  Fairbank,  P.  Burns,  J 
son,  MoArthur,  W.  McFarlaoe  and  Mounse. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  arrange  about  the  hospital  contract   to    be   tend 
for  to-day. 

Moved  by  Mr.  McGill,  seconded  by  Mr.  Fairbank  and  resolved   that  the  p 
be  as  follows :  — 

Egg,  $5.50,  Pittston  and  Scranton ;  Lehigh,  $6  00;  soft  coal,  S4.50,  award 
J.  R.  Bailey  &  Co.,  for  8900.  &  '  .  '  , 

22nd  June,  1886. 

JOHN  KEITH,  Chairman 


A  general  meeting  was  called  for  the  evening  of  Uth  June,  1886,  but  there 
DO  quorum. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  held  18th  June,  1886. 

Present :  Mr.  Keith  in  the  chair.  Messrs.  Wm.  McGill,  J  R  Bailev  C 
Fairbank,  W.  Bell  and  E.  Rogers. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  receive  an  explanation  from  Mr.  Jolly  and 
Bunker,  relative  to  Mr.  Burns'  matter,  these  gentlemen  having  expressed  a  desi 
meet  the  committee. 
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Resolved,  that  Mr.  Jolly  and  Mr.  Bunker  who  were  ia  the  Exchange  be  allowed 
to  enter  the  meeting  and  make  their  explanation  and  then  retire. 

Ihese  gentlemen  then  entered  and  after  stating  their  object,  the  meeting  was 
adjoB-^ned  until  the  iollowing  mornins  at  10  o'clock 

2JDd  June,  18S6. 

JOHN  KEITH,  Chairman. 

On  the  19th  June,  1886,  an  informal  meeting  was  held,  and  Mr.  Burns  having 
satisfaed  the  exchange  was  declared  re-instated  as  a  member  in  good  standing. 

J.  K. 


Special  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  held  2l8t  June,  1886. 
-.,  J^^-  ^®i*li  ii  f^e  chair.     Messrs.  Crane,  E.   Eogers,   Johnson,  (P.  Burns),  Wm. 
McQiU,  Eairbank,  McArthur. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  arrange  about  the  Parkdale  Waterworks  contract  to 
be  tendered  for  to  day. 

Moved  by  Mr.  McGill,  seconded  by  Mr.  Johnson  and  resolved  that  the  price  be 
$5.70  for  egg  and  $5.95  for  stove. 

The  contract  was  awurded  to  the  Conger  Coal  Compmy  for  $380, 

Mr.  Wm.  McGill  gave  a  notice  of  motion  that  no  clubs,  &c.  (as  specified  in  rul© 
No.  3)  be  taken  at  any  price. 

22nd  Jane,  18£6. 

JOHN  KEITH,  Chairman. 

Special  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  held  23rd  June,  1886. 

Mr.  Keith  in  the  chair. 

Messrs.  McGill,  Johnson,  (P.  Burns),  Gibson,  T.  E.  Whiteside,  B.  Eogers,  Bell 
(S.  Crane  &  Co.). 

Moved  by  Mr.  McGill,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gibson,  that  rule  No.  3  in  the  special 
rules  be  amended  as  follows  :  The  words  "  except  at  regular  card  rates  "  to  be  struck 
out. — Carried. 

Resolved,  That  where  wood  or  soft  coal  is  sold  in  connection  with  hard  coal  th» 
price  is  to  be  $4  50  per  cord  for  long  wood,  and  cut  and  split  2  cuts  $5,  3  cuts  $5.50 ; 
pine,  long,  $3 .  50  per  cord  ;  cut  and  split,  $4 ;  slabs,  $3  ;  soft  coal  for  steam,  $4.50  per 
ton  ;  soft,  for  grates,  $5.50,  and  that  the  prices  be  written  in  the  books  before  they 
are  given  out. 

Resolved,  Ihat  this  meeting  considers  there  has  been  a  cut  on  the  Parkdale 
Waterworks  tender  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Shannon, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Shannon  be  requested  to  withdraw  his  tender  for  waterworks 
and  in  the  event  of  his  refusing  to  do  eo  he  be  fined  four  hundred  dollars.  Mr. 
Shannon  was  present  and  gave  his  explanation  relative  to  bis  tender  which  was  not 
deemed  satisfactory . 

29th  June,  1886. 

JOHN  KEITH,  Chairman. 


Executive  Committee  meeting  held  22nd  June,  1886, 

Mr.  Keith  in  the  chair. 

Messrs,  Crane,  Gibson,  Johnson  (P,  Burns),  B,  Eogers. 

Minutes  of  meetings  of  14th,  18th  and  21st  June  read  and  confirmed. 

Moved  by  Mr,  Eogers,  seconded  by  Mr,  Crane,  that  Mr,  Shannon  having  in- 
cluded the  weighing  in  his  tender  for  the  Parkdale  Waterworks  contract  he  be  called 
upon  to  explain  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  to  be  called  for 
10.30  to-morrow  morning,  23rd  instant, — Carried. 
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Resolved,  That  Mr.  Burns'  fine  of  $i,000  be  applied  as  a  premium  and  be  divided 
^  to  the  exchange  and  the  balance  to  the  importers  according  to  tonnage  of  hard 
coal  of  last  y^ar  as  shown  by  the  Custom  house  returns  ending  1st  May,  1886. 

29th  June,  1886. 

JOHN  KEITH,  Chairman. 


Executive  Committee  meeting  held  29th  June,  1886. 

Mr.  Keiih  in  the  chair. 

Present :  Messrs.  Johnson,  (P.  Burns),  W.  McGill,  Gibson,  Pairbank,  F.  B. 
Whiteside  &  Co  ,  C.  J.  Smith. 

The  minuies  of  meetings  of  2  Jnd  and  23rd  inst.  read  and  confirmed. 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  A.  Shannon  &  Co.  be  declared  in  default  re  Parkdale 
Waterworks  and  that  the  secretary  of  the  Toronto  committee  of  the  Western  Anthra- 
cite Association  be  notified  to  that  effect. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Johnson  (P.  Barns),  seconded  by  Mr.  Gibson, 

Resolved,  That  the  prices  be  now  fixed  for  the  House  of  Industry  and  Knox 
College  tenders. 

The  following  prices  were  then  fixed  : — 
House  of  Industry: — 

i^gg,  76  tons,  $5.50  per  ton,  delivered 


Stove,           40     do 

5  75 

do 

do 

Straitsville,  30    do 

4.50 

do 

do 

Stove,          200  do 

5.85 

do 

in  yard 

Soft,             "^OO  do 

4  50 

do 

do 

Awarded  to  Conger  Company  for  $296.00. 
Knox  College  only:  — 

180  ions,  grate  85  50 
'Id  do  stove  5.75 
17        do     soft  5.25 

16  cords  hard  wood  4.50 
5     do    pine      do    3.50 
Awarded  to  C.  J,  Smith  for  $195.00. 
Moved  by  Mr.  Whiteside,  secouded  by  Mr.  Wm.  Ball, 
That  the  price  to  dealers  of  75  cents  off  card  prices  be  rescinded. 
Moved  hti  an  amendment  by  Mi-.  Gill,  seconded  by  Johnson  (P.  Burns). 
That  a  special  executive  committee  be  called  for  to  morrow  to  discuss  the  ques- 
tion of  prices  to  dealers. 

The  original  motion  was  carried. 
6th  July,  1888. 

JOHN  KEITH,  Chairman. 


Special  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  held  the  30th  June,  1886. 

Present :— Mr.  Keith  in  the  chair.  Messrs.  McGill,  Gibson,  Fairbank,  J.  R. 
Bailey,  W.  Bell,  T.  B.  Whiteside,  Johnson  (P.  Barns),  and  C.  J.  Smith. 

This  wa.  a  special  meeting  called  by  the  chairman  to  discuss  the  matter  of  prices 
to  dealers. 

Resolved,  That  the  resolutions  passed  at  the  meetings  of  5th  May  last,  relative  to 
prices  to  dealers,  be  replace!  by  the  following  : — 

That  the  price  to  the  retail  dealers  either  at  yard  or  on  cars  here  be  $1.00  per 
ton  le;?o  than  retail  prices. 

The  secretary  was  instructed  to  telegraph  Mr.  A.  G.  Tates  relative  to  A.  Shamaon 
&  Co.  being  in  default. 
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Moved  by  Mr.  Gibson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bailey,  and  carried  unanimously. 

That  ibe  motion  passed  at  Queen's  Hotel,  5th  May  last,  re  unfinished  contracts, 
be  enforced  immediately  and  that  those  who  do  not  send  in  their  list  by  next  execu- 
tive committee  meeting  be  fined  $25.00. 

Ixcsolved,  The  secretary  investigate  the  prices  that  are  being  paid  by  boats. 

6th  July,  1886. 


JOHN  KEITH,  Chairman. 


Executive  Committee  meeting  held  6th  July,  18'^  6. 

Mr.  Keith   in    the   chair.     Messrs.    (P.    Burns)   Johnfin,    J.  R.    Bailey,    Lytle 
(Crane  &  Co.),  W.  McGill  and  GibsoQ  (Conger  &  Co.),  C  Rogorw  (E.  Rogers  &  Co.). 

Minutes  of  executive  committee's  meetings  of  29th  and  30th  June  read  and  con- 
firmed . 

Moved  by  Mr.  McGill,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gibson,  and  carried, 

That  the  price  to  boats  be  50  cents  off  retail  prices  delivered  at  the  boats. 

Moved  by  Mr.  McGill,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gibson, 

That  the  price  to  consumers  from  cars  be  the  same  as  the  regular  retail  prices 
•without  reductions. 

Moved  as  an  amendment  by  Mr.  Bailey,  seconded  by  Mr.  C.  Rogers, 

That  the  cofil  to  consumers  from  cars  be  40  cents  off  regular  lelail  prices ;  cart- 
age at  (.'Onsumera'  expense. 

The  amendment  was  carried,  and  the  secretary  was  iastructed  to  notify  all  the 
wholesale  dealers  to  that  effect. 

Moved  by  Mr.  McGill,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bailoy,  and  carried, 

That  prices  cannot  be  changed  unless  at  a  special  meeting  called  for  that  pur- 
pose, every  membei"  of  the  executive  committee  baing  daly  notifiid  of  the  object  of 
that  meeting  by  registered  letter. 

Resolved,  Tbat  the  price  for  the  Public  Library  contract  bo  the  present  prices- 
weighing  free .  ,       _,  ,  mi     i 

Resolved,  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  McGill,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gibson,  That  no  com- 
plaints be  entertained  except  they  be  in  writing.  .^T^Tmrr    ^l    ■ 
*^                                                                                          JNO.  KEITH,  Chairman. 

13th  July,  1886. 

Executive  committee  meeting  held  13th  July,  1886.  ^  ,„  t^    .tti_-.    -j 

Present  —Mr.  Keith  in  the  chair  ;  Messrs.  Johnaou  (P.  Barns),  T.  R.  Whiteside, 
Bell  and  Breokenridge  (S.  Crane  &  Co.),  Wm.  Bell,  Pairbank  and  Elias  Rogers. 

Minutes  of  last  meeting  read  and  confirmed.  The  secretary  read  a  letter 
received  from  Messrs.  Allbright  &  Smith,  re  Shanoon  &  Co.,  to  which  ho  has  replied, 
giving  the  information  they  request.  It  having  been  stated  that  Messrs.  Shaanoa 
I  Co  were  supplying  the  Parkdale  Waterworks  with  coal,  the  chairman  and  secre- 
tary  were  appointed  a  committee  to  ascertain  who  were   supplying   Shannon   &  Oo. 

Retoived,  That  the  following  be  adopted  as  a  special   rule   of  this   association, 
namely,  that  ia  the  event  of  this  association  re,iuoing  the    prices   from   the   present 
rates,  in  no  case  is  there  to  be  any  rebate  allowed  on  any  order   previous ly   entered 
and  that  no  promise  or  offer  of  a  reduction  or  rebate,  directly  or  indirectly    shait  ba 
made,  and  that  any  violation  of  this  rule  shall  be  treated  the  same  as  a   violation   of 

^''S^rfhat'aspe'ctl  meeting  of  the  executive  committee  be  called  for 
Saturday  next  nth  inst.,  at  U  o'clock,  to  fix  prices  and  dispose  of  the  Government 
contraJf  and  that  all  th;  inspectors  be  notified  thereof,  also  tha  the  seoretary 
request  Mr^Nelson,  the  solicitor,  to  be  present  at  that  meeting  to  take  affidavits  of 
those  that  are  present. 
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Mesolved,  That  the  following  be  added  to  the  special  rales  : — That  for  orders 
where  the  delivery  extends  over  a  length  of  time,  ia  all  cases  an  advance  of  25  cents 
per  ton  shall  be  charged  for  deliveries  after  let  September  until  1st  December,  and 
that  a  further  advance  of  25  cents  per  ton  shall  be  charged  on  Ist  December  for 
deliveries  after  that  time  until  Ist  May,  1887,  and  that  this  rule  shall  apply  in  all 
cases  where  the  coal  has  not  been  paid  for. 

JOHN  KEITH,  Chairman. 

20th  July,  1886. 


Special  meeting  of  the  executive  committee  and  importers  held  Friday,  16th 
July,  at  4  o'clock,  p  m. 

Present: — Mr.  Keith  in  the  chair,  and  J.  E.  Bailey,  H.  L.  Fairbank,  Mr,  Johnson 
(P.  Bnrtis),  Mr.  Bell  (of  S.  Crane  &  Co.),  Wm.  McGill,  E.  Rogers,  T.  Bell  &  Co.,  and 
J.  Smith. 

Besolved,  That  in  the  event  of  the  market  prices  declining  below  the  prices, 
paid  by  the  Toronto  General  Hospital,  that  the  exchange  pay  back  to  J.  E.  Bailey 
&  Co.  whatever  Bailey  &  Co.  have  to  rebate.  Amended,  that  the  matter  be  left  over 
until  next  meeting. — Amendmeot  carried. 

Mesolvtd,  That  the  prices  for  Government  contract  be  as  follows  : — 25  cents  per 
ton  less  than  the  retail  prices  of  anthracite  coal,  and  no  tender  to  be  made  for  Lehigh  j 
prices  of  soft  coal  to  be,  Brier  Hill  and  Mount  Morris,  $5. i5  ;  Massilon,  $4.75; 
Straitsville  and  others,  $4.50.  Hardwood,  $4.50  and  pine  wood  $3.50  per  cord,  and 
that  all  coal  delivered  after  the  I5lh  December  be  35  cents  more  per  ton  than  prices 
for  prepent  delivery. 

Mesolved,  That  E.  Rogers  &  Co.,  being  the  successful  bidders,  all  others  tender 
ior  25  cents  per  ton  higher  on  coal  and  25  cents  per  cord  on  wood  contract;  sold  to 
E.  Roffers  &  Co.  lor  $1,500. 

Mesolved,  That  Mr.  Hallewell,  representing  B.  Rogers  &  Co.,  be  called  to  attend 
the  next  meeting  of  the  executive  committee  and  be  examined  in  regard  to  selling 
coal  at  less  than  jjrices  fixed.* 

Ai  journed. 

JOHN  KEITH,  Ohairman. 
H.  L.  PAIRBANK,  Secretary  pro  tern. 


Executive  committee  meeting  held  20th  July,  1886. 

Present ,— Mr.  Keith  in  the  chair;  Messrs.  Johnson  (P.Burns),  W.  McGill, 
Bell  and  Breckenridge  (S.  Crane  &  Co.),  Pairbank  and  Gibson  (Conger  &  Co.),  T. 
JK.  Whiteside,  W.  Bell  and  E.  Rogers,  Whiton. 

Minutes  of  meetings  of  13th  and  16lh  July,  read  and  confirmed. 

Moved  by  Mr.  McGill,  seconded  by  Mr.  Rogers,  and  resolved,  , 

That  t;.e  money  received  by  the  treasurer  re  contracts,  be  divided  among  the 
importers  on  the  basis  of  the  custom  house  returns  now  received,  as  per  resolution 
passed  at  ibe  general  meeting  of  5th  May  last,  to  include  those  amounts  for  which 
the  tenders  have  been  accepted,  pievious  to  next  executive  committee  meeting  on 
20th  inst.  ^ 

Moved  by  Mr.  McGill,  and  resolved. 

That  a  general  meeting  be  called  of  the  dealers  for  Pridav  evening  next.  23rd 
inst.,  at  7  30.  j  5  . 

Moved  by  Mr.  Johnson,  seconded  by  Mr.  McGU, 

That  it  having  been  reported  that  the  contract  for  the  Public  Library  had  been 
taken  by  Mr.  Whiteside  without  an  extra  price  for  bagging,  the  secretary  was  in- 
structed to  investigate  the  matter.— Carried, 

Mr.  Whiteside  being  present  made  an  explanation  respecting  the  matter,  and  it 
was  jesolved  that  the  same  be  accepted. 
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Mr.  Wm.  Bell  stated  to  the  meeting  that  MesBrs.  Cooney,  Clements,  Duff  and 
Sloggie  were  acting  as  agents,  and  it  was  resolved  that  the  secretary  ascertain  who 
was  supplying  them  with  coal. 

Mr.  Johnson  named  that  Mr.  Burns  was  supplying  Dufl,  and   Mr.   Bell,    of  S. 

Crane  &  Co.,  that  ihey  were  supplying  Sloggie  at  Dominion  Bank,  Queen  Street  West. 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Eobinson  and  McArthur  and  S.   McAdam   be  requested 

again  by  the  secretary  to  attend  before  the  executive  committee  at  their  next  regular 

meeting  to  be  held  27th  inst. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Wm.  Bell,  seconded  by  Mr.  McGill,  and  resolved. 
That  the  motion  relative  to  advance  la  prices,  passed  bth   July,  be  temporarily 
suspended  to  admit  of  legally  confirming  the  motion  passed  l3th   regarding   an   ad- 
vance in  prices,  after  which  confirmation  the  motion  of  6th  July  is  hereby  confirmed. 
Moved  by  Mr.  McGill,  seconded  by  Mr.  Eogers,  and  resolved, 
That  the  resolution  regardirg   advance   of  prices  on  1st  September  and    1st 
January,  passed    13lh  July,  be  confirmed,  and  that  it  be  clearly  understood  as  apply- 
ing 10  dealers  as  well  as  to  general  trade. 

The  secretary  was  instructed  to  inform  new  members  that  they  must  be  elected 
members  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 


Special  meeting  of  members  held  23rd  July,  1886. 

Present : — Mr.  Keith  in  the  chair. 

Messrs.  J.  Aibene,  W.  Kennedy,  T.  Millisan,  T.  Griunell,  F.  Woodrow,  T.  Pea- 
cock (Peacock  &  Jackson),  W.  S.  Dalby,  J.  Vanc<-,  T.  E.  Whiteside,  E.  Sauiter  (E. 
&  W.SauUei).  P.  L.  Fail  bark  (Corger  Co.),  J.  Koith,  G.  W.  Williamson,  W.  Mc- 
Gill &  Co.,  T.  W.  Barber,  W.  McFarland,  W.  Law,  Jas.  Bell  (S,  Crane  &  Co.),  B. 
Bogeip,  T.  MouEce,  Wm.  McGill,  J.  FroFt,  A.  G.  Hagerman  (Hagerman  &  Co.),  E. 
Cross,  J.  Burns  (Burns  &  McCormack),  J.  Cotts. 

This  was  a  special  meeting  called  to  take  the  affidavits  of  the  members  as  per 
special  rule  No.  2. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Wm.  MtGill,  seconded  by  Mr.  Whiteside, 

That  five  dollars  per  member  bo  paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  Coal  Trade  Branch 
as  initiation  fee  to  the  gratuity  scheme  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  After  some  discussion, 
the  motion  was  withdrawn.  j         ,     j 

Moved  by  Mr.  Whiteside,  seconded  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Barber,  and  resolved. 

That  this  meeting  recommends  to  the  executive  committee  that  the  resolution 
passed  13th  July,  allowirg  consumers  40  cents  per  ton  from  cars,  be  rescinded. 


Special  meeting  of  the  executive  committee  held  23rd  July,  1886. 

P^e.'ienf.— Mr.  Keith  in  the  chair ;  Messrs.  Eogers,  Wm.  McGili,  Fairbank,  W. 
Bell,  T.  E.  Whiteside  and  James  Bell.  

JSesohied,  That  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  see  all  those  members,  along  witt 
the  solicitor,  at  once,  who  have  not  yet  taken  the  affidavit,  and  obtain  their  signatures. 

Mesolved,  That  in  future  no  dealer  will  be  allowed  to  do  business  until  he  has 
been  duly  received  by  the  executive  committee  as  a  member  of  the  Ooal  irade 
Branch. 

Executive  committee  meeting  held  27th  July,  1886.  j.„,^^    .p  t>,,„„„x 

Present— M.r.  Keith  in  the  chair ;   Mesers.    Wm.  McGill,   Johnson   (P.Burns) 

T  KWhUe'side,  J.  E.  Bailey,  E.  Eogers,  Lytle  (S.  Crane  &  Co.),  Fairbank  and  S. 

''^^^^^^^t'f  sTeSf  IrnTcalled   to   receive  and  register  the  names  of  the^ 
salesmen. 
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The  following  were  received  and  accepted  :  — 

S.  McAdam,  A,  G.  Clements,  972  Qaeen  St.  W.,  at  own  office  641  Queen  St.  W.; 
B.  Rogon&Go.,  F.  Hellewell  and  C  A.  Rogers  ;  J.  Keith,  Wm.  Sammerfoldt,  office 
next  Street  Eailway  Offices,  King  St.  Bast;  B.  Kogers  &  Co.,  offices  20  King  St.  W., 
413  Yonge  St.,  5S6  Qaeen  St.  W.,  corner  Esplanade  and  Princess  Sts.,  Bsplanade  near 
Barkeley  6t ,  Bathurst  St.,  Yorkville;  J.  E.  Bailey  &  Co.,  M.  Dwan  and  J.  H.  Milnos 
salesmen,  offices  10  King  St.  Bast,  355  Yonge  St. ;  Conger  Co.,  office  6  King  St. 
Bast,  salesmen,  G.  L.  Whiton  and  M.  Thurston;  Wm.  McGill  &  Co,  salesmen,  Jas. 
Eichardson  and  G.  Williamson ;  S.  Crane  &  Co.,  salesman,  J.  C.  Breckenridge. 

The  list  of  branch  offices  was  left  over  until  next  meeting. 

Eobinson  &  McArthur's  list  was  rejected,  owing  to  their  absence. 

The  secretary  reported  that  the  following  had  applied  to  become  members,  who 
■were  received  subject  to  their  election  as  members  of  the  Board  of  Trade  :  Burns  & 
McCormack,  Thomas  Grinnell,  Coulter  (in  place  of  John  Ward),  W.  Kennedy  (in 
place  of  W.  Eeeves).     The  last  named  had  been  elected  to  the  Board  of  Trade. 

The  secretary  was  instructed  to  notify  these  parties  that  they  must  become 
membeis  of  the  Board  of  Trade  at  once. 

The  secretary's  acccount  for  salary  and  disbursements  (835.82  to  25th  instant), 
was  submitted  and  passed. 

Besolved,  That  the  salesmen  be  requested  to  attend  a  special  meeting,  to  be  hold 
on  Thursday,  29th  instant,  at  4  o'clock,  to  sign  an  affidavit  relative  to  past  and  future, 
beginning  Ist  May  last.  The  affidavit  to  be  prepared  by  the  solicitor  in  the  mean- 
time and  printed. 

It  having  been  reported  to  tbe  meeting  that  Messrs.  J.  E,  Bailey  &  Co.  have  been 
supplying  certain  boats  with  anthracite  coal  at  less  than  present  prices,  the  secretary 
■was  instructed  to  investigate  the  matter  and  report  to  next  meeting. 

The  secretary  reported  that  T.  McConnell  &  Co.,  and  W.  McConnell,  had  refused 
to  sign  the  affidavit  when  presented  to  them. 

Resolved,  That  in  cases  where  members  have  been  asked  to  sign  the  affidavit  and 
have  declined,  that  if  they  do  not  sign  at  once,  they  be  declared  in  default. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  notify  the  members  to  sand  in  their  lists  of  sales- 
men immediately,  and  not  later  than  Monday,  2nd  August. 

Mr.  Eogers  gave  notice  of  motion  to  fis  a  price  for  psa  coal  at  the  next  ordi- 
nary meeting  of  the  executive  committee  on  3rd  August. 

It  being  reported  to  the  meeting  that  a  case  has  occurred  where  money  had  been 
offered  to  be  returned  to  a  puichaser  in  the  form  of  a  bonus,  the  secretary  was  in- 
structed to  investigate  the  case. 


Special  meeting  of  the  executive  committee  held  29th  July,  1886. 

Mr.  Keith  in  the  chair. 

Pnsent  :— Mei.srs.  K.  Eagors,  W.  McGill,  Johnson  (P.  Burns),  Lytle  (S.  Crane 
H&Co.),  Whiton  (Ojngor  Co.),  Breckdnridge  (S.  Crane  &  Co.),  Summerfeldt  (J. 
Keith). 

The  agents  were  present  relative  to  signing  the  affidavits,  and  the  following 
refused  to  sign  in  the  meantime  : 

Breckenridge   (S.  Crane  &  Co.),  G.  Whiton  (Conger  Co.).   Knight  (P.  Burns). 

Moved  by  Mr.  Rogers,   seconded    by   Mr.    McGill,    and  resolved, 

That  a  torm  of  affidavit,  relative  to  past  business,  be  prepared  by  the  solicitor 
for  signature  of  the  principal,  and  that  any  members  who  refuse  to  take  the  affidavit 
already  prepared  by  Monday  next,  2nd  August,  be  declared  in  default. 


Special  meeting  of  the  executive  committee  held  30th  of  July,  1886. 

Present  .-—Mr.  Bell  in  the  chair  until  Mr.  Keith's  arrival.  Mr.  H.  L.  Fairbank 
acting  secretary.  Messrs.  Rogers,  McGill,  Johnson  (P.  Burns),  J.  Bell  (S.  Crane 
&I  Co.). 


TOEONTO  COAL    BRANCH.  573 


Besolved,  That  it  be  understood  that  by-law  No.  9  is  intended  to  mean  that  no 
shops  or  other  business  places  be  allowed  to  take  orders  for  coal  except  where  coal 
business  is  the  principal,  business  carried  on  in  the  place,  and  clerks  employed 
devoting  their  entire  time  to  the  business. 

Besolved,  That  ten  days  from  date  be  allowed  to  make  necessary  changes  to 
comply  with  the  above,  and  the  secretary  give  notice  to  all  dealers  at  once. 

Resolved,  That  dealers  have  all  salesmen  swear  their  affidavits  and  have  them 
ready  by  Monday  night,  2cd  A.ngu8t,  according  to  printed  form,  and  that  the  affidavits 
of  principals  be  in  at  the  same  time. 


Special  meeting  of  the  executive  committee  held  2nd  August,  at  4  p.m. 
Present ; — Mr.  Keith  in  the  chair.   Messrs.  Bailey,  Fairbank  and  Gibson  (Conger 
Co.),  Lytle  and  J.  Bell  (S.  Crane  &  Co.),  JJogers,  Johnson  (P.  Barns),  W.  Bell. 

Besolved,  That  with  reference  to  the  repc  rted  offer  to  return  money  on  sales, 
that  the  secretary  is  instructed  to  call  on  the  president  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and 
find  out  the  name  of  the  member  of  this  branch  who  has  been  violating  the  rules, 
in  order  that  the  committee  can  deal  with  said  member. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Hogers,  seconded  by  Mr.   James   Bell, 

That  each  member  of  this  association  do  take  the  following  affirmation,  or  one 
to  like  effect,  in  lieu  of  or  in  addition  to  the  affirmation  mentioned  in  special  rule  No.  2. 

Moved  as  an  amendment  by   Mr.   Fairbank,    seconded    by  Mr.  Bailey, 

That  the  consideration  of  any  further  affirmation  to  be  made  by  members  of  this 
association  or  their  resident  partners,  salesmen  or  agents  be  postponed  until  all  said 
members  and  their  resident  partners,  salesmen  or  agents  do  take  the  affirmation  or 
near  as  may  be  to  that  prescribed  by  special  rule  2  of  the  constitution. 

The  amendment  was  declared  carried. 

Messrs.  J.  E.  Bailey  &  Co.,  submitted  a  supplementary  list  of  salesmen  as  fol- 
lows:    Thos.  Hanscomb,  and  Eobert  MoMaster.     The  latter  name  wa^  rejected. 

The  meeting  was  appealed  to,  to  know  if  Mr  EoUs  was  acting  for  any  member 
present  as  agent;  the  replies  were  in  the  negative. 

Besolved,  That  the  secretary  in  consideration  of  extra  work  for  July  and  Augast, 
be  allowed  one  dollar  per  day  extra  salary  for  the  month  of  August. 

Besolved,  That  Mr.  Scrcggie  be  registered  as  representing  Messrs.  Crane  &  Co. 
The  office  being  Dominion  Bank,  Queen  Street,  West. 

General  meeting  2nd  August,  1886. 

Present  .-—Mr.  Keith  in  the  chair.  Messrs,  E.  Eogers,  Jas.  Bell  (S.  Crane  &  Co.), 
T.  MoNolty,  A.  Gr.  Hagermtan,  G.  Gerrie,  T.  Grinnell,  W.  Bell,  T.  Mounce,  J.  Chis- 
holm,  T.  Vance,  H.  WooUatt,  J.  Borns,  T.  Johnson  (P.  Burns),  I.  MoGill,  J.  Alder- 
man, H.  Woodrow,  T.  Peacock,  A.  Mcintosh,  James  Eichardson,  G;  H.  Williamson 
(W.McGill  &  Co  ),  J.  Aikens,  J,  Clancy,  G.  Sharpe,  E.  Cross,  E.  Saulter. 

The  secretary  was  instructed  to  send  a  circular  to  each  member,  quoting  present 

Besolved,  That  any  members  who  have  not  signed  the  affidavit  are  now  declared 

to  be  in  default.  .^     itt    -r,  n 

Notice  of  motion.  Moved  by  Mr.  E.  Eogers,  seconded  by  Mr.  W.  Bell, 
That  the  Coal  Trade  Branch  as  an  organization  should  pay  the  85,  1st  assessment 
of  the  gratuity  scheme  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  that  this  branch  should  pay  there- 
after all  assessments  so  long  as  there  are  funds  sufficient  in  the  treasury  of  the  said 
branch,  and  that  special  meetings  be  called  for  Tuesday,  17th  instant,  at  8  o'clock  in 
the  evening,  regarding  the  matter. 


Soecial  meeting  of  the  executive  committee  held  6th  August,  1886. 
Present  —Mr.  Keith  in  the  chair.     Messrs.  T.  E.  Whiteside,  W.  Ball,  B.  Eogers, 
Mr.  Knibb  of  the  D.  and  H.,  and  Messrs.  Shannon  and  Eobinson  of  E.  and  Mo  A. 
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This  was  a  special  meeting  called  by  request  of  several  members  to  consider  the 
present  position  of  Shannon  &  Co.,  re  the  Parkdale  Waterworks  contract. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Shannon,  who  was  present,  be  heard  respecting  the  matter. 
Mr.  Shannon  then  made  his  explanation,  and  it  was  resolved  that  the  matter  be  left 
over  until  the  executive  committee  meeting  on  Monday,  9th  instant,  when  Mr. 
Shannon  could  be  present  to  make  any  farther  statement  he  might  wish  to  make. 


Special  meeting  of  the  executive  committee  held  9th  August,  1886. 

Present: — Mr.  Keith  in  the  chair.  Messrs.  Pairbank,  W.  McGill,  Johnson,  (P. 
Burns),  S.  Crane,  W.  Bell. 

Moved  by  Mr.  McGill,  seconded  by  Mr.  Crane,  and  resolved, 

That  the  meeting  do  now  make  prices  for  the  city  contract. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Bell,  seconded  by  Mr.  McGill, 

That  the  tenders  for  the  city  contract  be  made  to  expire  Ist  May. — Lost. 

Moved  by  Mr.  McGill,  seconded  by  Mr.  Fairbank, 
That  the  prices  bo  as  follows  :     Egg  and  grate  $5.55,  stove  and  nut  $5  80  to  1st  No- 
vember ;  25  cents  per  ton  advance  after  that  date,  40  cents  extra  per  too  for  any  coal 
that  may  require  bagging  or  carrying. 

Moved  as  an  amendment  by  Mr.  Eogers,   seconded  by  Mr.   Johnston, 

That  the  price  be  $5.90,  stove  and  nut;  $5  65,  egg  and  grate;  40  cents  per  ton 
axtra  for  that  where  bagging  or  carrying  is  required.     The  motion  was  carried. 

Resolved,  The  following  be  the  prices  of  soft  coal  and  wood  for  the  city  contract: 
Briar  Hill  $5,50,  S'.raitsviile  $4,50;  other  conditions  same  as  hard  coal ;  hardwood 
$4.50,  pine   83.50. 

Resolved,  That  all  others  tender  25  cents  advance  on  these  prices  for  coal  and 
wood.    Disposed  of  to  E.  Rogers  &  Co.  for  $500.00. 

Moved  by  Mr.  MeGili,  seconded  by  Mr,  Pairbank,  and 

Resolved,  That  the  money  now  in  the  treasurer's  hands  re  contracts  closed,  be 
divided  as  per  apportionment  submitted  by  the  secretary. 

Resolved,  That  the  tonnage  of  T.  Bell  &  Co.,  2,3i6  tons,  as  per  their  letter,  be  ad- 
mitted when  the  secretary  is  satisfied  as  to  itj  correconess. 

Resolved,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  McGill,  seconded  by  Mr.  Crane,  That  cheques  be 
made  out  from  the  list  submitted,  and  be  handed  to  each  importer,  that  for  T.  Bell 
&  Co.  to  be  kept  back  until  satisfactory  proof  is  given. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Eogers,  seconded  by  Mr.  McGill,  and 

Resolved,  That  so  soon  as  the  secretary  is  satisfied  that  Mr.  Shannon  has  with- 
drawn his  tender  for  Parkdale  Waterworks  contract,  he  is  to  be  at  once  reinstatedin 
his  membership. 

Resolved,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  McGill,  seconded  by  Mr.  Eogers,  That  where 
agents  or  principals  who  have  not  taken  the  affidavit,  unless  it  be  taken  before  6 
o'clock  p.m.  to-morrow,  10th  inst.,  they  be  fined  $100.00  each. 


Special  meeting  of  the  executive  committee  hell  11th  August,  1886. 

Present:  Mr.  Keith  in  the  chair ;  Messrs.  Crane,  Whiteside,  Fairbank,  McGill, 
J.  Granary,  (P.  Burns). 

Moved   by  Mr.  McGill,  seconded  by   Mr.  Granary, 

That  the  meeting  having  heard  the  report  of  the  secret  iry  in  cases  where  T. 
McConnell  &  Co.,  had  agents  taking  orders  for  them  with  boards  of  prices  and  samples 
of  coal  out. 

It  is  resolved,  That  if  they  do  not  withdraw  their  agents  and  boards  and  sam- 
ples before  6  o'clock  tomorrow,  12th  inst.,  they  be  fined  $100.00. 

Eeports  were  received  re  House  of  Providence,  Power  Street,  and  Messrs.  John 
Macdonald  &  Co.,  order  from  the  detections . 
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Mr.  Crane  complained  that  an  order  booked  by  W.  J.  MoMasier  &  Co.  with 
them  had  been  taken  from  them  by  Eobt.  McMaster  for  J.  K.  Bailey  &  Co.,  he  nat 
being  a  registered  agent  of  the  Coal  Trade  Branch . 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  write  Messrs.  J.  JR.  Bailey  &   Co.,    asking  for  ex- 
planation respecting  the  matter,  and  report  to  the  next  meeting. 
Moved  by  Mr.  Crane,  seconded  by  Mr.  Fairbank, 

That  it  having  come  to  the  knowledge  of  this  committee  that  certain  dealers 
have  been  in  treaty  with  Messrs.  John  Macdonald  &  Co.  and  Gillespie,  Ansley  & 
Martin  regarding  the  orders  for  their  warehouses,  employees  and  friends,  it  is  re- 
solved that  the  secretary  write  to  the  dealers,  reminding  them  that  the  booking 
of  club  orders  is  a  violation  of  the  rules  of  the  Coal  Trade  Branch,  and  subjects  any- 
one to  be  declared  in  default. 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  be  authorized  to  sign  the  apportionment  of  moneya 
received  re  contracts,  as  follows  : — 

Toronto  Waterworks $1,000  00 

Hospital 900  OO 

Knox  College 195  00 

Government 1,500  00 

13,595  00 
Less  I  to  C.  T.  Branch 599  17 

$2,995  83 

Tons. 

J.  E.  Bailey  &  Co 34,324  $457  96 

P.  Burns 64,713  864  12 

Conger  Coal  Co 15,585  20rf  OS 

S.  Crane  &  Co 7,339  97  89 

Guest  &  McNolty..^ 2,584  34  42 

Jno.  Keith 7,210  96  22 

Wm.  McGill&Co 1^38  166  02 

E.  Kogers&Co 67,040  896  31 

Eobinson  &  McArthnr 10,817  144  38 

T.  Bell  &  Co 2,286  30  45 

224,336        $2,935  83 


Executive  committee  meeting  on  17th  August,  1886. 

Present  .-—Mr.  Jno.  Keith  in  the  chair;  Messrs.  Crane,  Wm.  McGill,  Brown  (J.  K. 
Bailey  &  Co.),  Whiton,  (Conger  Coal  Co.),  T.  E.  Whiteside,  B,  Eogere  &  Co. ;  request, 
Messrs.  Shannon,  Eobinson  (E.  &  McA),  Coleman  (C.  J.  Soaith). 

The  following  lists  of  salesmen  and  sale  agents  were  submitted  for  approval : — 
C.  J.  Smith,  A.  P.  Stewart  &  Coleman,  accepted.  John  Man,  left  over  for  farther 
enquiry.  Eobinson  &  McArthur,  left  over  for  further  enquiry.  Mr.  McAdam; 
Clements  again  submitted  and  refused. 

Moved  by  Mr.  McGill,  seconded  by  Mr.  W.  Bell,  and  resolved, 

That  the  resolution  of  3l8t  July,  re  agents,  be  confirmed.  W.  Shannon  &  Oo.,  J. 
Keith,  Williams,  accepted.  Conger  Coal  Co.,  J.  EoUo,  left  over  for  farther  investi- 
eation.     J  R.  Bailey,  P.  Burns,  J.  Hanscomb,  Coons  &  McKee,  accepted. 

Mr  Shannon  having  put  in  a  new  tender  for  Parkdale  Waterworks,  it  was 
pointed  out  to  him  that  it  was  out  of  order,  and  he  agreed  to  withdraw  the  same 

Mr  McGill  made  a  charge  against  Messrs.  Eobinson  &  McArthur  that  they 
were  supplying  Messrs.  Shannon  &  Co.,  and  S.  McAdam,  with  coal  at  over  $1  ott 
-  retail  prices. 
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The  secretary  reported  that  there  was  no  reply  from  Mr.  Burns  re  Duff, 
lEdwards,  and  Atkinson,  who  were  still  selling  for  him  without  having  passed  the 
committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  enquire  further  into  the  matter. 

The  secretary  submitted  his  report  in  the  case  of  Eobert  McMaster,  an  unregis- 
tered agent,  hiviu^  taken  an  order  to  Messrs.  J.  E.  Bailey  &  Co.,  which  had 
previously  been  booked  with  Messrs.  S.  Crane  &  Co. 

Resoloed,  That  tbe  consideratioQ  of  this  be  left  over  until  next  meeting. 

Besolued,  That  Messrs.  T.  McConnell  &  Co.  not  having  withdrawn  their  agents 
as  requested  by  the  committee,  they  be  now  declared  in  default  and   be   fined  $100. 

JResolved,   That  price  cards  be  printed  and  sent  to  each  dealer. 


Special  general  meeting  hold  17th  August,  1886,  at  8  p.m. 

Present:— M.T.  Keith  in  the  chair;  Messrs.  E.  Eogers,  Clancy,  J.  McGill,  T. 
Mounco,  Wood  row,  T,  Peacock,  A.  E.  Hagerman,  W.  McConnelJ,  A.  Mcintosh,  T. 
Eoulston,  T.  Coulter,  Frost,  T.  W.  Barber,  J.  Burns,  Wm.  Law,  G.  Sharp,  Wm. 
Bell,  J.  Aikins,  J.  Vance,  T.  Grinnell. 

The  following  motiou  was  moved  by  Mr.  Eogers,  which  the  meeting  was 
specially  calleH  to  consider,  and  of  which  notice  had  been  given  at  last  meeting, 
seconded  by  W.  Bell, 

That  this  branch  having  heard  the  explanation  from  the  secretary  of  the  Board 
«f  Trade  regarding  the  gratuity  scheme,  recommends,  so  far  as  those  members  are 
concerned  who  are  wishful  to  join  in  it,  that  the  first  payment  of  $5  shall  be  paid 
out  of  the  funds  of  the  branch  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer,  subject  to  the  approval 
cf  the  executive  committee. — Carried. 


Executive  committee  meeting  held  24th  August,  1886. 

Present  .—Mr.  Wm.  Bell  in  the  chair  ;  Messrs,  Pairbank,  W.  McGill,  Crane,  B. 
^Eogers  and  Gibson. 

Minutes  of  meeting  of  20th  and  23rd,  27th,  29th,  30th  July,  2nd,  6lh,  9th,  11th, 
17th  August,  read  and  confirmed. 

The  name  of  Mr.  Munn  was  again  submitted  as  the  salaried  salesman  of  Mr. 
C  J.  Smith  and  was  approved. 

The  secretary  was  instructed  to  buy  coal  from  agents  not  registered  with  this 
committee  to  tbe  extent  of  one  ton  from  each,  to  ascertain  from  whom  they  obtain 
their  supply  of  coal. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Fairbank,  seconded  by  Mr.  Eogers,  and  carried  unanimously, 

That  tbe  recommendation  from  the  general  meeting  held  17th  August,  1886,  rela- 
tive to  the  first  payment  of  $5  to  the  gratuity  scheme  of  the  Board  of  Trade  for  those 
members  who  are  wishful  to  join  in  it,  being  paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  branch  in 
the  treasurer's  hands,  be  approved  and  confirmed. 

A  letter  was  read,  received  by  the  secretary,  from  Mr.  S,  McAdam,  relative  to 
the  agency  of  Mr.  Clements,  and  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  previous  decision  of  the  committee  not  confirming  his  ap- 
pointment be  confirmed. 

The  secretary  was  instructed  to  see  Mr.  McAdam  and  explain  the  reasons  of  the 
committee  for  their  action  in  this  matter. 

_  Resohed,  That  the  secretary  see  Messrs.  Eobinson  and  Mc Arthur  relative  to 
their  contract  with  Shannon  &  Co.  and  S.  McAdam,  and  divert  their  attention  to 
prices  to  dealers  and  that  no  violation  would  be  permitted. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Keith  withdraw  the  contract  for  the  House  of  Industry, 
which  he  IS  reported  to  have  obtained,  and  same  to  be  transferred  to  Conger  Coal 
Co.  and  pay  to  them  the  difference  between  prices  at  which  Mr.  Keith  made  con- 
tract and  those  made  by  the  Conger  Coal  Company. 
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Resolved,  That  if  Mr.  Keith  does  not  carry  oat  the  foregoing  resolution  he  be 
fined  five  hundred  dollars. 

Resolved,  That  advertising  prices  be  considered  at  next  meeting. 

Resolved,  That  a  special  meeting  be  called  for  Monday,  30th  instant,  at  4  o'clock, 
to  take  into  consideration  raising  prices. 

The  name  of  James  Beamish  was  submitted  for  membership,  which  was 
approved,  subject  to  his  election  to  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  be  instructed  to  investigate  if  Mr.  Tihis  has 
obtained  Parkdale  Waterworks  contract  and  on  what  terms,  and  if  below  prices,  he 
be  required  to  cancel. 

It  having  been  stated  that  Messrs.  B.  Rogers  &  Co.  have  taken  the  post  office 
employees  as  a  club  at  $6  for  all  winter. 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Crane,  Fairbank  and  W.  Bell  be  a  committee  along  with 
the  secretary  to  investigate  the  matter  and  to  report  at  next  meeting. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Rollo  be  accepted  as  a  salaried  salesman  for  the  Conger 
Coal  Compary  upon  taking  the  usual  affidavit. 

Correct. 

H.  L.  FAIRBANK,  Chairman  pro  tern. 


Special  meeting  of  the  executive  committee  held  28th  August,  1886 ;  Mr.   Keith 
in  the  chair. 

Present  .—Messrs.  Fairbank,  Crane,  Wm.  Bell,  W.  McGill  and  B.  Rogers. 

This  was  a  special  meeting  called  to  receive  the  secretary's   report   on   several 
cases  of  breaking  the  rules  and  cutting  prices. 

P.  Burns,  selling  half  ton  nut  to  Mrs.  Curtain,  100  Argyle  Street,  through  A.  K. 
Duff,  an  unauthorized  agent. 

Resolved,  That  \iM.r.  Burns  could  not  give  a  satisfactory  explanation  at  next 
committee  meeting,  301h  inst.,  a  fine  of  $100  be  imposed. 

Robinson  &  McArthur,  selling  half  ton  stove  to  Donnelly,  rear  No.  11  liiachd 
Avenne,  through  Beavis,  an  unauthorized  agent,  at  83.  ,,    t,,   ,     , 

Resolved,  That  this  being  a  double  breach,  if  Messrs.  Robinson  ct  McArthur 
could  not  give  a  satisfactory  explanation  at  next  committee  meeting,  they  be  fined 

$100  in  each  case,  „    „        .  ,      i,       i    ^  or? 

John  Keith  for  selling  Hill  Brockton,  P.O.,  winter  supply  of  coal  at  »6  receiv- 
ing a  deposit  on  account,  the  balance  to  be  paid  Irom  time  ta  time  as  the  coal  is  de- 
livered Mr.  Keith  explained  that  this  had  been  done  by  one  of  his  men  without  his 
knowle'dae  and  consent,  and  directly  he  heard  of  it  he  cancelled  the  order. 

Resolved,  That  as  the  order  had  been  taken,  Mr.  Keith  must  be  held  responsible, 
and  a  fine  of  $100  was  imposed.  ,     ,       ,    .  ^  j 

While  this  case  was  being  discuased,  Mr.  Fdirbank  took  the  chair  pro  tern,  and 
by  request  of  Mr.  Keith  retained  it  until  the  end  of  the  meeting. 

Mr.  Breckenridge  at  this  stage  entered  the   meeting,    and    by   request  of  Mr. 
Crane  stated  a  case  ihat  had  ju.t  come  to  his  knowledge  where  T.  MoConnell  &  Co 
had  taken  an  order  which  had  been  booked  by  Crane  &  Co.  at  f"U  prices,  at  under  $6. 

The  secretary  reported  that  Guest  &  McNolty  had  supplied  T.  McConneU&  Co 
with  a  load  of  stove  coal  to  No.  66  Sherbourne  Street,  on  25lh  August,  T.  McConneU 

*^'"^esoJei,\hat  Guest  &  McNolty  be  fined  $100  if  they  cannot  give  a  satisfactory 

exnlan&tion  at  next  committee  meeting.  .„       ,  ,  .i     .i  4. 

^  Jos.  Dilwortb,  selling  Mr.  Bradley  half  ton  nut  at  $3  to-day,  while  the  account 

^^^  Sesttoe?Tha't^unles8  Mr.  Dilworth  could  give  a  satisfactory  explanation  at  next 

"""ta:rSht??tV'r^re'po2?;dand  the   sub-committee   appointed    were  in- 
TCstigaSgXmatter,  that  E.  Rogers  &  Co.  had  taken  the  post  office  employees  as 
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a  clab  at  86  for  all  winter,  and  Mr.  Sogers  was  asked  to  explain.  He  stated  tbey 
had  received  no  order  from  them  and  would  not  do  so  as  a  club  nor  under  regular 
prices.  Correct. 

H.  L.  PAIRBA-NK,  Ohairmmpro  tem. 


Executive  committee  meeting  held  30th  August,  1886. 

Present: — Mr.  Pairbank,  who  was  voted  into  the  chair;  Messrs.  Crane,  Wm. 
Bell,  0.  Eogers  (B.  Eogers  &  Co.),  Wm  McGill,  Johnson  (P.  Burns),  Gibson  & 
Eobinson,  of  Eobinson  &  McArthur,  and  Joseph  Dilworth,  the  two  latter  by  request. 

Minutes  of  the  meetings  held  24th  and  25th  -August  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Mr.  Eobineon  (of  Eobinaon  &  McArthurj  explained  his  action  in  the  matter  of 
the  sale  through  Beavis,  an  unregistered  agent,  which  was  considered  unsatisfactory, 
and  fines  of  8100  for  underselling  and  $5  for  selling  through  Beavis  were  imposed. 

Mr.  JohnsoD,  for  P.  Burns,  explained  that  Duff  was  no  longer  iu  the  coal  busi- 
ness, that  they  were  putting  a  man  out  of  their  own  office  in  the  place. 

Resolved.  That  on  condition  that  this  man  is  put  in  on  the  following  morning 
there  be  no  fine  imposed. 

The  secretary  reported  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Keith,  which 
was  read,  stating  he  was  going  out  of  town,  and  would  send  in  his  cheque  for  the 
$100  fine  next  day 

Mr.  Jos.  Dilworth  made  an  explanation  to  the  meeting  relative  to  the  charge 
againi-t  him,  which  was  unsatisfactory,  and  he  was  fined  $100. — Resolved  unanimously. 

Resolved,  That  as  no  one  bad  appeared  from  Guest  &  McNolty  relative  to  their 
charge  re  T.  McOonnell  &  Co.,  the  secretary  see  them  aud  hear  what  explanation 
they  have  to  make. 

Mr.  Bell  here  took  the  chair  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Pairbank. 

Mr.  Pairbank  gave  a  notice  of  motion  to  be  brought  up  at  the  next  regular 
meeting,  "That  special  rule  No.  1  be  amended  to  make  the  minimum  fine  of  810 
instead  of  1100  named  therein."  He  explained  that  his  intention  in  so  doing  was 
that  fines  should  be  made  more  or  less  severe  according  to  the  nature  of  the  offence. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  see  the  dealers  personally  who  have  been  fined, 
and  state  to  them,  if  the  fines  are  not  paid  before  6  to-morrow,  31st  August,  they 
are  declared  in  deiault,  and  that  the  dealers  be  notified  of  same  by  registered  letter 
and  Mr.  Yates  bo  notified  by  telegram. 

A  charge  was  brought  against  Messrs,  Crane  &  Co.  that  Scroggie,  their  agent, 
had  sold  one-half  ton  of  coal  at  $3.  Mr.  Crane  explained,  and  the  secretary  was 
instructed  to  investigate  the  matter. 

Moved  by  Mr.  McGill,  seconded  by  Mr.  Crane,  and  resolved,  that  the  resolution 
of  13th  July,  respecting  prices,  be  rescinded. 

Resolved,  UDanimously,  that  prices  remain  as  at  present  until  1st  October,  and 
that  there  be  no  orders  taken  for  delivery  after  that  date  at  present  prices,  and  that 
this  shall  apply  in  all  cases  where  the  coal  has  not  been  paid  for. 

Resolved,  That  prices  be  advertised  to-morrow  and  on  each  Saturday  for  a  month 
in  the  Globe,  Mail,  News,  World  and  Telegram. 

JOHN  KEITH,  Chairman. 
6th  September,  1886. 


General  meeting  held  1st  September,  1886. 

This  was  a  special  meeting  called  by  the  chairman  at  the  request  of  more  than 
seven  members. 

Present  .-—Messrs.  Gerris  O'Leary,  Dalby  Hagerman,  T.  Bell,  S.  McAdam,  John 
McGill,  W.  Spence,  A.  Shannon,  W.  E.  Tesky,  Woodrow,  Moance,  Cotts,  Eobinson, 
Eonlston,  Cross,  P.  McConnell,  MoParlane,  Law,  C.  H.  Eogers,  Barber,  Aikeas, 
Clancy,  W.  Bell,  Ljtle,  Jos.  Dilworth,  Jas.  Dilworth. 
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At  the  opening  of  the  meeting  none  of  the  executive  committee  were  present, 
j>nd  Mr.  C.  H.  Rogers  was  unanimously  voted  into  the  chair. 

He  explained  that  this  was  a  special  meeting  called  at  the  req^uest  of  several  of 
the  members,  and  would  like  to  hear  from  them. 

Mr.  MoA.dam  moved  a  resolution  which,  after  considerable  discussion,  was  with- 
drawn, and  the  following  substituted.  (Before  the  meeting  could  proceed,  however, 
it  was  pointed  out  to  the  chairman  that  tliere  were  certain  members  present  who 
were  in  default,  and  who  were  not  entitled  to  be  present.) 

The  secretary  was  requested  to  read  oat  their  names,  and  at  'the  request  of  the 
chairman,  Messrs.  Robinson,  T.  M.  McConnell,  Jos.  Dilworth  and  Jas.  Dilworth  with- 
drew from  the  meeting. 

Moved  by  Mr.  McAdam,  seconded  by  Mr.  W.  Bell,  That  this  meeting  petitions 
the  executive  committee  for  enlarged  representation  for  the  sirall  dealers  on  the 
executive  committee. — Carried  unanimously. 

JOHN  KEITH,  Chairman. 

CHAS.  H.  ROGERS. 
6th  September,  1886. 


Executive  Committee  meeting  held  6th  September,  1886. 

Present  .—Mr.  Keith  in  the  chair.     Messrs.  Gibson,  Jas.  Bell,  J.  R.  Bailey  and 

C.  H.  Rogers.  ^  ,r     m-  ,         /e        nr 

Mr  James  Dilworth  entered  the  meeting  and  introduced  Mr.  Wiekens  (trom  Mr, 
McNab'8  office)  who  attended  to  defend  J.  &  J.  Dilworth  in  the  charge  against  them 
for  which  they  had  been  declared  in  default. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Gibson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bailey  and 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Wiekens  be  heard. 

After  hearing  Mr.  Wiekens'  further  explanation  respecting  the  matter,  it  was 

Resolved,  that  the  case  of  Messrs.  J.  &  J.  Dilworth  be  left  over  for  two  weeks  for 
investigation  of  the  executive  committee  as  a  whole,  and  in  the  meantime  the  dealers 
be  allowed  to  supply  them  with  coal. 

This  result  having  been  made  known  to  Messrs.  Wiekens  and  James  Dilworth 
(who  had  withdrawn  from  the  meeting  during  its  discussion)  they  then  retired^ 

The  minutes  of  the  executive  committee  meeting  of  30th  August  and  general 
meeting  of  1st  September,  1886,  were  read  and  confirmed 

The  secretaiy  having  given  in  his  farther  report  on  the  charge  against  Guest  & 
McNoltv  re  T.  McConnell  &  Co.  the  matter  was  allowed  to  drop  without  any  tine. 

The  secretary  reported  on  the  Scroggie&  Co.  case,  and  it  was  moved  by  Mr. 
Bailey  seconded  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Rogers,  and 

Resolved,  That  in  Mr.  Crane's  absence  through  sickness  it  be  left  over  until  he  is 

able  to  be  present.  ,,     t.    i  a 

Moved  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Rogers,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bailey,  and  ,  ,      .,  , 

^m/.e/That  this  meeting  having  received  the  resolution  P^^^^.f^^y  tbegeBe^^^^^^ 

meeting  on  Ist  September,  1886,  relating  to  the  smaller  dealers  being  further  repre 

Tented  on  this  c^m^mittee, 'the  m'atter  be  left  over  until  the  annual  in  December  next. 

Moved  bv  Mr.  Gibson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bailey,  and  .     ■<  <.     +u 

TsXd  That  special  rule  No.  1  be  amended  as  follows  where  it  reads  "for  the 

first  breach  or  offence  forfeit  or  pay  a  fine  of  not  less  than  $100  which  shall  be  pay- 

ab  e  forthwith  to  the  treasurer,  &c."  it  shall  be  corrected  to  read  :  '•The  minimum  fine 

shall  KrO  with  a  sliding  scale  for  different  offences,  the  executive  committee  to 

imnnsft  samp  fls  the  merits  of  each  case  demands. 

impose  same  as  the  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  September  it  was  resolved  that 

the  award  of  this  co^ntract  made  at  a  meeting  held  f^h  August  be  cpn^med 

Mr.  Nelson,   solicitor,   account  to  the  present  $50  was  submitted,  and  was  or 
dered  to  be  paid  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bailey,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gibson. 
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Messrs.  T.  McConnell  &  Co.  not  having  paid  their  fine,  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  C. 
H.  Eogers,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bailey,  that  if  the  same  be  not  paid  within  48  hours  from, 
this  date  that  he  be  expelled  from  the  Coal  Trade  Branch. — Carried. 

JOHN  KEITH,  Ghairman. 
14th  September,  1888. 


General  meeting  held  7th  September,  1886. 

Present :  C.  H.  Eogers  in  the  chair,  Messrs.  Beamish,  Frost,  Woodrow,  McFar- 
lane,  Sharp,  Hagerman,  Cross,  O'Leary,  Dalby,  Law,  Thompson,  T.  Bell,  Lytle,  and 
Grinnell. 

The  minutes  of  last  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  secretary  read  the  resolution  passed  by  the  executive  committee  relative  to 
a  further  representation  of  smaller  dealers  on  that  committee  as  requested  by  the 
last  general  meeting  leaving  the  matter  over  until  the  annual  meeting  in  December 
next.  After  a  conversation  among  the  members  relative  to  the  trade,  the  motion 
was  passed  to  adjourn. 

JOHN  KEITH,  Chairman. 

4th  October,  1886. 


Executive  Committee  meeting  held  14th  September,  1886. 

Present:  Mr.  Keith  in  the  chair.  Messrs.  A.  McGill,  S.  Crane,  Fairbanks  and 
W.  Bell. 

Minutes  of  last  meeting  read  and  confirmed. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  J.  &  J.  Dilworth's  fine  of  $100  be  confirmed.— 
Carried. 

It  having  been  reported  that  certain  dealers  (not  members  of  this  branch)  and 
West  Toronto  Junction  were  selling  coal  in  this  city  and  cut  prices,  it  was  moved 
by  Mr,  Fairbanks,  seconded  by  Mr.  Crane,  and  resolved,  That  the  secretary  ascertain 
what  dealers  are  supplying  coal  outeide  the  city  limits  within  five  miles  of  the  same, 

A  letter  was  read  received  from  Eobinson  &  McArthur,  stating  they  had  opened 
a  branch  office  at  No.  419  Queen  Street,  West,  solely  under  their  own  control  and  ex- 
pense, which  was  approved  subject  to  these  conditions  upon  enquiry  being  confirmed. 

It  being  reported  that  T.  McConnell  &  Co.  have  received  a  cargo  of  coal  from 
Fairhaven,  the  secretary  was  instructed  to  ascertain  the  particulars  and  telegraph 
Mr,  Yates. 

The  following  notice  of  motion  was  given  by  Mr.  McGill : — 

That  orders  may  be  taken  at  following  prices :  Stove  and  chestnut,  $6  ;  egg 
and  grate,  $b.*^f),  for  all  winter. 

Eesolved,  That  T.  McConnell  &  Co.  be  reinstated  in  membership  on  condition 
that  they  comply  with  the  rules  and  by-laws  of  the  branch  and  pay  a  fine  of  8200. 

„  ,  „  ,  JOHN  KEITH,  Ghaitman. 

2nd  September,  1886. 


Special  meeting  of  the  executive  committee  held  l^th  September,  1886, 

Present :  Mr.  Keith  in  the  chair.   Messrs.  Eogers,  Pairbank  and  Crane. 

Mr.  McConnell  was  present  by  request  to  explain  his  action  in  regard  to  his 
agents,  and  it  was  resolved  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Eogers,  seconded  by  Mr.  Fairbank, 

That  Mr.  McConnell's  fine  be  reduced  to  SlOO  on  his  complying  with  the  rules  of 
the  branch,  and  upon  payment  of  same  he  be  reinstated  as  a  member. 

ow^    .      ..      ,oo.  JOHN  KEITH,  CAmman. 

21st  September,  1886, 
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Executive  committee  held  on  2l8t  September,  1886. 

Present :  Mr.  Keith  in  the  chair.  Messrs.  Crane,  Rogers,  McGill,  Gibson  and 
Bailey. 

The  minntes  of  the  last  two  executive  committee  meetings  road  and   confirmed. 

The  charge  against  B.  Rogers  &  Co.  for  selling  three  tons  of  coal  to  a  Mr. 
Brown,  Seaton  village,  from  their  Queen  Street  office,  for  delivery  as  required, 
receiviiig  83  on  account,  was  reported  on  by  the  secretary,  and  it  was  resolved,  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Gibson,  seconded   by  Mr.  MoGill, 

That  the  report  lay  upon  the  table  in  the  meantime. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Rogers  and  resolved, 

That  the  following  be  sent  to  each  member  of  the  branch  : — 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  executive  committee  held  to-day,  it  was  decided  to  res- 
oind  the  resolution  of  31st  August  in  regard  to  the  advance  1st  October  on  unfilled 
orders." 

Moved  by  Mr.  McGill,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gibson,  and  resolved. 

That  dealers  be  at  liberty  to  take  orders  at  present  for  delivery  until  Ist  May 
next  at  the  present  retail  price,  namely,  $6  for  stove  and  chestnut  and  85.75  for  egg 
and  grate. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  John  Keith's  fine  be  remitted. 

Moved  by  Mr.  McGill,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gibson,  and  resolved. 

That  the  treasurer  be  authorized  to  advance  835   for  a  stove  for  the  board  room. 

The  matter  of  S.  Crane  &  Co.'s  agent,  Scroggie,  having  sold  half  a  ton  at  $3  was 
again  considered  and  a  fine  of  one  hundred  dollars  was  imposed  on  S,  Crane  &  Co. 
for  the  same. 

Letters  were  read  from  A.   McNab,   Messrs.   Dilworth's  solicitor,   which  were 

ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

JOHN  KEITH,  Chairman. 


Special  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  held  22nd  September,  1886. 
Present  :—M.v .  Keith  in  the  chair;   Messrs.  Bailey,  Gibson,  McGill,   Crane  and 

Eogers.  ,         nr     ^i    x  j 

The  city  contract  having  been  tendered  for  at  cut  prices  by  a  Mr.  G.  liogan  and 
which  tender  has  been  accepted,  this  meeting  was  called  to  consider  the  matter. 

Moved  by  Mr.  McGill,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gibion,  and  resolved, 

That  having  regard  to  McConnell'a  matter  and  the  city  contract,  a  sub-com- 
mittee consisting  of  Messrs.  Rogers,  Bailey,  Crane  and  the  chairman,  be  appointe^i 
to  proceed  to  Butfalo  to  confer  with  the  members  of  the  Toronto  committee,  with  a 
view  to  taking  steps  to  stop  supplies  to  non-members  in  this  market.  _ 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  telegraph  to  Mr.  T.  Guilford  Smith,  advising  him 
-that  a  deputation  has  been  appointed  to  proceed  to  Buffalo  to  confer  with  their  com- 
mittee on  matters  of  importance,  asking  him  what  is  the  earliest  date  they  can  meet 
the  deputation,  Mr.  Bailey  to  telegraph  Mr.  Tates. 

Mr.  Gibson  gave  the  following  notice  of  motion:  — 

That  a  motion  will  be  made  at  the  next  regular  executive  committee  meeting 
on  Tuesday,  28th  September,  to  advance  the  price  of  coal  50  cents  per  ton,  and  that 
the  same  be  advertised  in  the  daily  papers  by  the  month. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Keith  be  paid  81  for  cab  hlre.^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^.^^^^_ 

28th  September,  1886. 


Executive  committee  held  28th  September,  1886.  t^,  .  .     i       ^  n  .^^ 

Present;— Mr.  Keith  in  the  chair;  Messrs.  McGill,  Gibson,  Fairbank  and  Crane. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  two  meetings  read  and  confirmed. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  obtain  from  Mr.  W.  Bell,  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  investigate  the  post  office  employees'  order,  his  report  on  tha 
matter,  to  lay  before  next  meeting. 
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Moved  by  Mr.  Bailey,  seconded  by  Mr.  Crane, 

That  Messrs,  E.  Eogers  &  Co.  be  fined  $10  for  the  Brown  Saaton  village  charge^ 

Moved  by  Mr.  McGill,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gibson, 

That  Messrs.  B.  Eogers  &  Co,  be  fined  $100  for  the  same,  as  an  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  lost  and  the  original  motion  was  declared  carried  on  tho 
casting  vote  of  the  chairman. 

Moved  by  Mr.  McGill,  seconded  by  Mr.  Eogers,  and 

Resolved,  That  tl^e  assessment  No.  1,  now  made  by  the  gratuity  scheme  of  th© 
Board  of  Trade  for  the  first  death  upon  its  members  in  the  Coal  Trade  Branch  as  per 
account  submitted  by  their  secretary  amounting  to  $129  be  passed  and  the  treasurer 
be  authorized  to  pay  the  same. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Gibson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bailey,  and  carried, 

That  commencing  1st  October,  1886  (next),  the  price  of  coal  be  advanced  50 
cents  per  ton  all  round  as  per  card  prices,  and  that  same  be  advertised  in  daily 
papers  by  the  month,  same  as  in  Buffalo  markets,  nothing  extra  for  halt  tons,  15 
cents  extra  for  quarter  tons. 

Resolved,  That  members  of  the  Board  of  Trade  gratuiiy  scheme  who  have  paid 
the  first  assessment  of  $5  have  that  amount  paid  to  them  by  the  treasurer  who  is 
hereby  authorized  to  pay  the  same.  A  letter  was  read,  received  by  the  secretary 
from  T.  Bell  &  Co.,  enclosing  a  copy  of  their  contract  with  J.  Dilworth,  who  is  in 
default,  who  was  pressing  them  to  fill  the  order,  asking  the  committee  ior  instructions 
in  the  matter. 

Resolved,  That  T,  Bell  &  Co.  be  notified  that  the  Coal  Trade  Branch  have  nothing 
to  do  with  the  agreement,  and  that  ihe  secretary  inform  them  that  if  they  supply 
them  they  will  be  liable  to  be  fined. 

The  following  accounts  were  passed  and  ordered  to  be  paid.  The  secretary's 
account  for  salary  and  disbursement  for  the  month,  $51.02  ;  Mr.  Bradley,  $11.25  ;  Mr. 
Coleman's  affidavit,  $2. 


Executive  committee  held  4th  October,  1886. 

Present  .—Mr.  Keith  in  the  chair;  Messrs.  Crane,  W.  Bell,  Whites-ide  and  Eogers. 

This  was  a  Fpecial  meeting  called  by  the  chairman  with  a  view  to  meeting  Mr. 
Parrish.of  Messrs.  Chisholm  &  Parish,  re  T.  McConnell  &  Co . 's  matter,  who  had 
expretsed  a  wish  to  the  meet  committee  to  have  them  re-instated.  Mr.  Parriah, 
having  been  delayed  in  his  arrival,  was  unable  to  be  present. 

The  secretary  read  a  report  from  the  sub  committee  re  Eogers  &  Co.,  and  th& 
post  office  employees . 

Moved  by  Mr.  Bell,  seconded  by  Mr.  Whiteside,  and  resolved. 

That  the  matter  be  left  over  until  next  meeting. 

^      ,  JOHN  KEITH,  Chairman. 

October,  1886. 


Executive  committee  meeting  held  5th  October,  1886, 

Present  .—Mr.  Keith  in  the  chair;  Messrs.  Crane,  Whiteside,  W.  Bell  and  John. 
son  (P.  Burns). 

T.  McConnell  &  Co.,  and  Mr.  Parrish  (of  Chisholm  &  Parrish,  Buffalo)  were 
present  to  meet  the  committee  in  relation  to  re-instating  T.  McConnell  &  Co.  as 
members  of  the  branch. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  be  admitted  to  act  for  T.  McConnell  &  Co.,  on  their 
complying  with  the  rules  of  the  branch  :  John  CooDer,  salaried  salesman  to  take 
affidavit.  Moses,  Young  Street,  C.  Burns,  King  Street  East,  Bethel,  to  have  separate 
office  and  clerk  in  charge  who  shall  attend  to  no  other  business,  Tho  business  to- 
be  done  in  T.  McConnell  &  Co.'s  name  only,  who  shall  have  his  name  up. 
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Besolved,  Th&t  upon  the  secretary  being  satisfied  that  the  requirements  of  th© 
branch  as  above  stated  are  complied  with,  he  is  authorized  to  send  out  notifications 
of  T.  McConnoll  &  Co.  being  re-instated  as  members.  T.  McConnell  &  Co.  then  paid 
their  fine  of  $100. 

JOHN  KEITH,  Chairman. 


General  meeting  held  4th  October,  1S86. 

Present: — Mr.  Keith  in  the  chair  ;  Messrs.  Beamish,  Kennedy,  E.  Saulter,  Chia- 
holm.  Cross,  Sharp,  Eoulston,  J.  McGill,  J.  Aikins.  Jas.  Barns,  McAdam,  W.  Bell, 
"W.  McGill,  Mounce,  T.  Bell,  Eobinson,  Lytle,  J.  Bell,  B.  Eogeis,  O'Leary,  Cotts. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Moved  by  Mr.    Eobinson,  seconded  by  Mr.  McAdam  and  carried, 

That  in  conaideration  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  coal  branch  changing^ 
the  by-laws  by  which  they  took  office,  this  meeting  wishes  them  to  account  for  so 
doing. 

After  considerable  discussion  in  which  many  members  took  part,  an  explanation 
by  some  of  the  members  of  the  executive  committee  which  was  satisfactory  to  the 
meeting,  it  was  resolved  to  adjourn. 


Executive  Committee  meeting  26tb  October,   1886. 

Present  .-—Mr.  Keith  in  the  chair;  Messrs.  Gibson,  W.  McGill,  Crane  and  White- 
side. 

Minutes  of  previous  meeting  read  and  confirmed. 

JResolved,  That  in  the  event  of  B.  Eogers  &  Co.'s  fine  of  $10  not  being  paid  at 
once  they  be  declared  in  default. 

Besolved,  That  the  matter  of  S,  Crane  &  Co.'s  fine,  $100,  which  has  not  been  paid, 
be  left  over  for  consideration  at  next  meeting. 

The  secretary  read  a  letter  received  from  Mr.  James  Dil worth  of  J.  &  J.  Du- 
worth,  offering  to  pay  $50  as  his  share  of  the  $100  fine  against  that  firm. 

Besolved,  That  the  full  amount  must  be  paid. 

The  secretary  read  a  copy  of  a  bill  of  lading  for  254  tons  egg  and  stove  coal 
per  schooner  "  Ariadne  "  shipped  by  Butler,  Coll  &  Co.  for  H.  C.  Springer  &  Co  per 
Gooderham  &  Worts,  and  he  reported  that  he  had  sent  a  copy  of  ttiis  bill  of  lading 
to  Mr.  A.  G.  Tatcs  and  Mr.  T.  Guilford  Smith, 

Besolved,  That  the  secretary  telegraph  these  gentlemen  asking  if  these  shipments 
cannot  be  stopped  and  a  heavy  fine  imposed  on  the  shippers.  ^ 

Besolved,  That  the  secretary  ascertain  from  whom  Bowman  (Stinson  s  successor) 
is  obtaining  his  coal  and  if  necessary  purchase  a  ton  to  obtain  the  information. 

Mr.  W.  McGill  pave  notice  of  a  motion  to  reduce  the  price  of  coal  to  $6. 

26th  October,  1886.  „„,.„„   ^,    . 

JOHN  KEITH,  Chairman, 


Executive  Committee  meeting  held  26th  October,  1886.  «   ^    . 

Present;— Mt.  Keith  in  the  chair;  Messrs.  Pairbank,  T.  Bell  (S.  Crane  &  Co.), 
W.  Bell,  J.  E.  Bailey,  W.  McGill  and  B.  Eogers. 

Minutes  of  the  last  meeting  read  and  confirmed.  .    .     ^        t  »tn  4-u 

Besolved,  That  as  Messrs.  B.  Eogers  &  Co.  have  not  paid  their  fine  of  $10  the 
secretary  it-  instructed  to  call  upon  them  for  payment  and  if  it  is  not  paid  they  be 
deolaretl  in  default.  ,,.»,„        c 

Besolved,  That  S.  Crane  &  Co.'s  fine  be  reduced  to  $10,  re  Scroggie. 
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Resolved,  Moved  hy  Mr.  Bailey,  seconded  by  Mr.  McGill, 

That  the  matter  of  the  shipments  by  the  Butler  Colliery  Co.  to  Grooderham  & 
Worts  bo  left  in  the  bauds  of  the  Toronto  committee  in  Buffalo,  to  be  dealt  with  as 
the  inoportanoe  of  the  case  demands;  and  it  is  further 

Resolved,  That  as  the  Butler  Colliery  Co.  have  iodioated  their  willingness  to 
make  reparation  tor  the  damage  done  this  market  through  the  shipment  of  coal  to 
GoodeThara  &  Worts  contrary  to  the  rules  of  this  association,  this  committee  are  of 
opinion  that  several  thousand  dollars  would  not  be  sufficient  to  undo  the  mischief,  as 
the  coal  has  teoQ  distributed  among  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  connections  who 
freely  informed  their  frieods  that  they  have  succeeded  in  beating  the  coal  ring,  and 
have  got  their  coal  at  a  large  reduction  from  ring  prices.  However,  in  view  of  the 
prompt  offer  ol  the  Butler  Colliery  Co.,  the  Coal  Trade  Branch  of  the  Toronto  Board 
of  Trade  are  lo  be  as  reasonable  as  possible  in  their  demands,  and  will  accept  $1,000 
as  full  satisfaction  in  this  instance,  and  that  the  secretary  be  instructed  to  forward  a 
copy  of  this  resolution  to  the  secretary  of  the  Toronto  committee  at  Buffalo. 

Resolved,  iiloved  by  Mr.  W.  Bell,  seconded  by  Mr.  MoGill, 

That  those  dealers  who  have  applied  to  become  members  of  this  exchange  who 
have  become  members  of  the  Board  of  Trade  be  allowed  two  weeks  to  become  mem- 
bers, otherwif  e  their  supplies  of  coal  will  be  cat  off. 

Resolved,  Moved  by  Mr.  Eogers,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bailey, 

That  the  Conger  Coal  Company  having  supplied  Mr.  Edwards,  a  dealer,  who  is 
not  a  member,  they  be  fined  $10  for  the  same.     The  fine  was  paid. 

Mr.  Bailey  proposed  A.  W.  Bowman,  seconded  by  Mr.  W.  Bell,  as  a  member  of 
the  coal  trade  branch. 

Moved  by  Mr,  Fairbank,  seconded  by  Mr.  McGill,  and 

i2esoZye(^,  That  all  members  of  this  branch  who  have  supplied  dealers  who  are 
mot  members,  be  fined  $10. 

Moved  by  Mr.  McGill,  seconded  by  Mr.  Crane, 

That  coal  be  reduced  60  cents  per  ton, — Lost. 

Moved  by  Mr.  McGill,  seconded  by  Mr.  W.  Bell, 

That  a  detective  be  employed  to  test  the  market,  as  regards  present  prices. 

The  secretary  stated  that  T.  McConnell  had  not  yet  complied  with  the  rules  by 
paying  his  fine  and  withdrawn  his  agents,  and  it  was 

Resolved,  Moved  by  Mr.  Bailey,  b-econded  by  Mr.  McGill, 

That  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Eogers,  Fairbank  and  Bailey,  be  ap- 
pointed, to  proceed  to  New  York  with  full  power  to  lay  the  case  before  the  Buffalo 
committee. 

The  following  accounts  were  passed:— For  telegrams,  $4  69 ;  Blackett  Eobin- 
son,  $40.85  ;  Secretary  account  for  month,  $49,18. 

„^T.T         ,       ,.o  JOHN  KEITH,  (7Aajma«. 

2nd  November,  1886, 


Themonthly  meeting  of  the  members  was  called  for    Ist  November,    1885    but 
owing  to  their  being  no  quorum  lo  meeting  was  held.  ' 


Executive  Committee  meeting  held  2nd  November,  1886. 

/'me/ii^-Mr  Keith  in  the  chair;  Messrs,  J,  E.  Bailey,  Gibson,  W.  McGill. 
Whiteside,  W.  Bell  and  S.  Crane. 

Minutes  of  the  last  meeting  read  and  confirmed. 

The  secretary  reported  that  Messrs.  E.  Eogers  &  Co.  had  paid  their  fine  of  $10. 
TF  J>^- <^'D8nn  as  representing  the  sub-committee  who  proceeded  to  New  York,  re 
T.  McConneli  &  Co.,  and  the  Bailer  Colliery  Co. ,  submitted  their  report  to  the  effect 
that  the  matter  was  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Toronto  committee  of  the  Western 
Anthracite  Association. 
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The  secretary  read  letters  and  telegrams  passed  between  this  branch  and  A..  &„ 
Yates,  Esq.,  and  T.  Guilford  Smith,  Esq.,  re  T.  McCoanell  &  Co.  since  last  meeting. 

The  secretary  was  instructed  to  call  a  special  general  meeting  for  Monday  rest, 
8th  November,  for  the  election  of  the  following  members  of  the  branch :  — 

A.  M.  Bowman,  proposed  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Bailey. 

Edwards,  proposed  by  Conger  Coal  Co. 

J.  Grinell,  proposed  by  Mr.  B.  Eogers  &  Co. 

The  Bub-coramittee  on  the  Post  Office  pubmitted  their  report  and  it  was  re- 
solved that  Messrs.  B.  Eogers  &  Co.  be  fined  $50  for  taking  the  same  contrary  to 
the  rules  of  the  association. 

Mr.  Gibson  gave  notice  of  motion  as  follows: — 

That  the  dealers  doing  business  in  the  outskirts  wiihin  5  miles  of  the  city  limits 
be  required  to  register  with  the  committee  and  take  the  affidavit,  and  that  the 
dealers  supplying  them  see  that  this  re  olntion  is  carried  out. 

The  secretai  y  reported  that  Messrs.  T.  Bell  &  Co.  were  supplying  Mr.  Jas. 
iDil worth,  he  being  in  default. 

Resolved,  That  T.  Bell  &  Co.  be  fined  8100  for  eo  doing. 

Mr.  Crane  gave  notice  of  motion  as  follows: — 

To  reduce  the  price  to  farmers  to  S  i  per  ton  off  retail  prices. 

The  expenses  of  Mr.  Gibson  to  New  York  S36  50,  and  Mr.  Eogers  to  New  York 
^nd  Buffalo  (2  trips)  3^38.50  were  ordered  to  be  paid. 

JOHN  KEITH,  Chairman. 

20th  November,  18S6. 


Special  Executive  Committee  meeting  held  5th  Not^ember,  1886. 

Present:— M.r.  Keitd  in  the  chair;  Messrs.  Fairbank,  J:s.  Bell  (S.Crane  &Co.), 
"W.  Bell,  E.  Eogers,  Wm.  McGill.  ■    .    *  v, 

Mr.  T.  McConneU  was  present  by  request  re  Logan.  He  admitted  that  he  was 
supplying  Logan  with  both  hard  and  soft  coal  for  the  city  contract,  for  which  he 
stated  he  was  getting  full  price.  ,         ,        ...    r»i  nnn     -^u 

Besolved,  That  T.  McConneU  &  Co.  be  required  to  make  a  deposit  of  81,000  with, 
this  branch  as  a   pledge  of  gool  faith  before  again  being  received  into  membership. 

Resolved  That  Mr.  Fairbank  be  denuted  to  proceed  to  Buffalo  as  repiesentiDg 
this  committee  to  explain  to  the  TorontoCommitteeof  the  Western  Anthracite  Asso- 
ciation the  wish  of  this  committee  respecting  the  matter.        ,       .^  i      J-        , 

Resolved,  The  following  be  a   snb-committoe  to  see  that  the  city   contract  is  put 

in  according  to  specification.  ^     „  .,  j    n  j    tv«-  „w„u 

The  secretary  read  letters  from  Messrs.  J.  E.  Bailey  and  Co  and  MacNab 
and  Wickens,  to  the  effect  that  the  fine  of  8 1  Ou  was  paid  by  the  firm  of  J.  &  J.  Dilwortb, 
and  that  the  partnership  is  dissolved.  James  Dilworth  continues  a  member  of  the 
Coal  Trade  Branch  under  his  present  membership.     Joseph   Dilworth  baing  stai  m 

^  ^VesoZi;ed,  That   Messrs.  T.  Bell  &  Co.,  not  having  paid   their  fine  of  $100  if  not 
paid  to-morrow,  6th  inst..  the  secretary  is  instructed  to^^^-la^e^tW  i^^d^^fault. 

30th  November,  1886. 

T^lvflr-ntive  committee  meeting  held  Oih  November,  1886.  „     ,      ,    ^ 

Fresmt  Mr  Sn  Keith  in  the  chair  ;  Messrs.  W.  McGill,  Fairbank,  Eogers, 
€ranf  W  Bell  Mr  E.  E.  Mc Williams,  as  representing  the  Toronto  Committee  m 
Buffalo,  and  Mr.  Parish   of  Messrs.  Chisholm   &  Parish,  Buffalo,  were   present  re  T. 

^""^Ttsete^X  "tC'request  of  the  chairman  read   the  resolution  passed  by  th* 
ezecSe  commUtee.  5th  November,  stating  that  the  committee  wished  that  a  d^ 
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posit  of  $1,000  be  made  with  the   treasurer  by  T.  McDonnell  &   Co.,  as  a   pledge  of 
good  faith  for  the  future. 

The  same  to  be  forfeited  to  the  Coal  Trade  Branch  if  T.  McConnell  &  Co.  should 
Triolate  its  rules  or  by-laws, 

Moved  by  Mr.  McGill,  seconded  by  Mr.  Fairbank, 

That  assessment  No.  3  of  the  gratuity  scheme  of  the  Board  of  Trade  as  presented 
by  the  secretary,  amounting  to  $135,  be  paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  Coal  Trade 
Branch  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  the  treasurer  is  authorized  to  pay  the  secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  that  amount. — Carried. 

T.  Bell  &  Co.  not  having  paid  their  fine  of  8100,  resolved,  they  are  now  declared 
31)  default,  and  the  secretary  is  instructed  to  notify  the  shippers  in  the  Buffalo  Coal 
Exchange. 

The  matter  of  T.  McConnell  &  Co.  was  discussed  freely  with  Messrs.  E.  B.  Mc- 
Williams  and  Mr.  Parish,  and  it  was  ultimately  agreed  and  resolved  that  upon  Messrs. 
T.  McConnell  &  Co.  paying  to  the  treasurer  $1,000,  as  resolved  at  the  last  meeting 
and  complying  with  the  rules,  that  they  be  reinstated  as  members.  Mr.  Parish 
agreed  to  this  resolution  and  promised  in  the  presence  of  the  committee  that  the 
?  1,000  should  be  paid  before  he  left  the  city. 

The  unanimous  thanks  of  the  committee  were  tendered  to  Mr.  R.  B.  Mc Williams, 
the  deputation,  for  his  presence  and  support. 

Mesolved,  That  the  price  to  farmers  ex-yard  for  consumption  outside  the  city  bo 
75  cents  off  present  retail  prices.  The  prices  to  expressmen  and  others,  for  city 
consumption,  to  remain  as  at  present,  40  cents  off  retail  prices  ex-yard. 

JOHN  KEITH,  Gharman. 
30th  November,  1886. 


Special  meeting  held  13th  November,  1886,  of  the  executive  committee. 

Present: — Mr.  Keith  in  the  chair;  Messrs.  W.  Bell,  Jas.  Bell  (S.  Crane  &  Co.), 
!r.  R.  Whiteside. 

The  secretary  reported  tbatT.  McConnell  &  Co.  had  paid  cheque  for  $500  marked. 

Jiesolved,  That  this  committee  comfirms  the  resolution  passed  at  the  last  meeting 
in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Parrish,  to  the  effect  that  $1,000  be  deposited  in  cash  by  T. 
McConnell  &  Co.  with  the  treasurer  as  a  pledge  of  good  faith,  the  same  to  be  forfeited 
jn  case  of  T.  McConnell  &  Co.  violating  the  rules  or  by-laws  of  the  exchange. 

This  payment  of  $500  in  the  meantime  to  be  considered  as  a  payment  on  account 
and  that  T.  McConnell  &  Co.  are  still  in  default.  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be 
seat  to  Messrs.  R.  B.  McWilliams,  Chisholm  &  Parrish,  and  to  Mr.  Tates,  the  sec- 
retary of  the  Toronto  Committee  in  Buffalo. 

JOHN  KEITH,  Ohaiman. 

30th  November,  1886. 


Meeting  of  the  executive  committee  held  19th  November,  1886. 

Fresent:— Mr.  Keith  in  the  chair ;  Messrs.  W.  McGrill,  W.  Bell,  S.  Crane,  J.  E. 
Bailey,  B.  Eogers  and  Fairbank. 

The  secretary  read  the  correspondence  that  had  taken  place  with  Buffalo  since 
last  meeting  relative  to  Messrs.  T.  McConnell  &  Co. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Crane,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bell,  and  resolved. 

That  Messrs.  T.  McConnell  &  Co.  having  paid  the  sum  of  $500  as  a  deposit  of 
good  faith  that  they  will  keep  the  rules  and  by  laws  of  the  Coal  Trade  Branch,  they 
l>e  received  as  members  on  complying  with  the  rules. 

Mr.  T.  Bell  was  present  and  explained  his  position  regarding  his  contract  with 
Jos.  DUworth. 

Moved  by  Mr.  McGill,  seconded  by  Mr.  Crane  and  resolved, 

That  Mtssrs.  Bailey  and  Fairbank  be  a  sub-committee  to  assist  and  advise  Mr. 
-Bell  in  arranging  a  settlement  with  Mr.  Dilworth.  Mr.  Bell  in  the  meantime  to 
semain  in  default. 
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Besolved,  That  Messrs.  Bailey,  Fairbank  and  the  secretary  be  a  sub-committee 
.to  reply  to  the  letter  received  from  Buffalo  re  T.  McConnell  &  Co. 

The  following  accounts  were  passed:  — Bengough,  Typograpb,  814;  advertising 
in  World,  $3.60  ;  advertising  in  Telegram,  $6  ;  advertising  in  Mail,  $<! ;  Canada 
Mutual,  Telegrams,  Oct.,  $2.55. 

Mesolved,  That  Mr.  W.  Bell  and  Mr.  Fairbank  be  auditors  for  the  year. 

JOHN  KEITH,  Chairman. 
30th  November,  1886. 


Executive  Committee  meeting  held  23rd  November,  1886. 

Present : — Mr.  Keith  in  the  chair;  Messrs.  B.  Rogers,  Fairbank  and  W.  Bell. 

Mr.  Eogers  handed  to  the  chairman  a  letter  addressed  to  them  from  Mr.  Eiddell, 
in  the  Post  Office,  relative  to  the  Post  Office  e'nployees,  which  was  read. 

The  secretary  reported  that  T .  McConnell  &  Co.  has  recently  been  supplying 
the  Court  Street  Fire  Hall  with  hard  coal  for  Logan  under  the  city  contract  and  he 
expected  to  have  further  casee.  He  was  instructed  to  have  them  ready  for  next 
meeting  so  as  to  give  the  committee  sufficient  evidence  to  deal  with  the  matter. 

The  secretary  reported  that  T.  McConnell  &  Co.  had  requested  payment  of  the 
amount  they  claimed  was  due  to  them  in  their  tonnage  for  last  year,  namely,  9,500, 
$126.81.     The  chairman  certified  its  correctness  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  paid. 

JOHN  KEITH,  Chairman. 

30th  November,  1886. 


Executive  committee  meeting  30th  November,  1886. 

Present  .-—Mr.  Keith  in  the  chair ;  Messrs.  Crane,  Whiteside,  W.  Bell  and  James 
Bell  (B.  Crane  &  Co). 

Minutes  of  committee  meetings  of  2nd,  5th,  9th,  13th  and  23rd    were  read  and 

confirmed.  m  tut  n 

The  seeretarv  reported  that  he  had  proof  that  on  several  occasions  T.  McConnell 
&  Co.  had  supplied  coal  to  fill  the  city  contract,  and  it  was  resolved  that  the  amount 
deposited  with  the  treasurer,  8600,  as  a  pledge  of  good  faith,  is  declared  to  be  forfeited, 
and  that  T.  McConnell  &  Co.  are  put  in  default. 

The  secretary  was  instructed  to  obtain  an  affidavit  of  the  evidence,  a  copy  of 
Tvhich  is  to  bo  sent  to  Mr.  Tates  and  Mr.  E.  B.  McWiiliams,  ard  to  notify  the  ship- 
pers in  Buffalo  that  T.  McConnell  &  Co.  are  in  default. 

The  chairman  reported  that  Messrs.  B.  Eogers  &  Co.  having  understood  special 
rule  No.  3  differently  fiora  the  committee,  especially  as  applying  to  the  post  office, 
they  were  willing  to  leier  the  meaning  of  that  rule  to  the  committee  and  be  guided 
by  their  decision.  .  .    +  -i 

Besolved,  that  Eule  No.  3,  which  was  read  by  the  secretary,  moans  just  what  it 
states,  and  that  the  taking  of  the  post  office  employees  from  one  of  thoir  number  witti 
the  separate  names  and  quantity  ordered  by  each  one  is  a  breach  of  this  rule. 

JOHN  KEITH,  Chairman. 

3rd  December,  1886. 

Executive  committee  meeting  held  3rd  December,  1886.  ^  ,,  ^  ^         „  p, 

Present  .—Mr.  Keith  in  the  chair ;  Messrs.  Fairbank,  James  Bell,  S.  Crane  &  Co. 

J.  E.  Bailey.  B.  Eogers,  W.  Bell. 

Minutes  of  last  meeting  read  and  confirmed. 
Moved  by  Mr.  Bailey,  seconded  by  Mr.  Fairbank,  and  resolved, 
That  Messrs.  T.  Bell  &  Co.'s  fine  be  reduced  to  $25,  and  upon  payment  of  same 
they  be  re-instated.     Messrs.  S.  Ciane  &  Co.'s  fine,  $10,  and  B.  Eogers  &   Co.  s  fine, 

450,  were  reported  as  paid. 
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Mr.  Bogers  read  a  letter  they  had  received  from  the  Butler  Colliery  Co.  re- 
lative to  Mr.  Springer's  shipment  to  Gooderham  &  Worts,  and  the  matter  was  re- 
ferred to  Mr.  Bailey  to  make  up  priaes  and  report  at  next  meeting. 
Moved  by  Mr.  W.  Bell,  seconded  by  Mr.  Pairbank,  and  resolved, 
That  the  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trade  account  for  the  fourth  assessment  to  the 
gratuity  fund,  amounting  to  $135,  be  passed  and  is  ordered  to  be  paid  by  the  trea- 
surer out  of  the  funds  of  the  branch. 

WILLIAM  BELL,  Ghairmm. 


Greneral  meeting  (the  annual  meeting)  held  6th  Dacember,  1888. 

Presewif.-— Mr.  Keith  in  the  chair;  Messrs.  Bowman,  N.  McOonnell,  W.  Bell, 
WooUat,  Cross,  Clancy,  J.  Aikens,  DiUoy,  MoParlane,  O'Leary,  Sharpe,  Woodrow, 
Whiteside,  Gibson,  Crane,  S.  McAdam,  Eobinson,  Shannon,  Frost,  W.  Spence, 
Hagerman,  Gerrie,  Gemmill  and  Woodrow. 

The  secretary  submitted  his  report,  which  was  adopted  on  the  motion  of  Mr 
Gibson. 

The  treasurer's  report,  showing  a  balance  of  $1,344.99  on  hand,  was  also  adopted. 

The  chairman  announced  that  the  executive  committee  would  now  be  elected 
for  the  ensuing  year.  As  five  req^uired  to  have  docks  and  yards,  the  following  were 
declared  elected  :  Messrs.  P.  Burns,  Elias  Eogers  &  Co.,  J.  E.  Bailey  &  Co.,  S.  Craoe 
&  Co,,  the  Conger  Coal  Company. 
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21 
19 
11 
14 

4 
12-15 
12-10 

3 


W.  Bell, 


T.  E.  Whiteside 
W.  McGill 
John  Keith 
Eobinson 
J.  Clancy 
J.  McGill 
J.  McAdam 


nominated 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


by   Mr. 

do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Sharpe,  seconded  by  Mr. 

Grinnell  do  do 

W.  Spence  do 

Gibson  do 

McAdam  do 

Gerrie  do 

McFarlane  do 

Eobinson  do 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


Frost. 

Aikens. 

Woodrow. 

Woodrow. 

Frost. 

Eobinson. 

O'Leary. 

Shannon. 


The  following  were  elected:  Messrs.  W.  Bell  (21  votes),  T.  E.  Whiteside  (19 
votes),  J.  Keith  (14  votes),  J.  Clancy  (15  votes). 

Messrs.  Gibson,  Hagermao  and  the  secretary  acting  as  scrutineers  by  appoint- 
ment of  the  meeting. 

The  members  of  the  executive  committee  then  retired  to  elect  the  oflSoers  for 
the  year;  on  their  return  the  secretary  stated  to  the  meeting  the  following  elections : 

Chairman,  Mr.  W.   Bell ;    vice-chairman,  Mr.  John  Keith ;    treasurer,    Mr.  S. 
Crane ;  secretary,  {pro  tern)  G.  W.  Wood. 

The  thanks  of  the  meeting  were  tendered  to  Mr.  Keith  for  his  past  eflScient  ser- 
vices as  chairman,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Aikens,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gerrie. 

The  following  new  members  were  admitted  :  Messrs.  A.    M.    Bowman,   C 
Eiwards  and  T.  Grinnell. 

The  following  nominations  for  new  members  were  received  ; 

Mr.  W.  Johnston,  by  Mr.  W.  Bell ;  J.  Wiggins,  by  Mr.  Whiteside. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Woodrow,  the  thanks  of    the  meeting  were  presented 
the  secretary. 

WILLIAM  BELL,  Chairman. 


W. 


to 


Minutes  of  the  special  executive  committee  meeting  for  the  election  of  officers, 
6th  December,  1886. 

Present:  J.  Keith,  W.  Bell,  Gibson,  T.  E.  Whiteside,  J.  Clancy  and  Crane. 
Moved  by  Mr.  Crane,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gibson,  and  resolved, 
That  Mr.  Bell  be  appointed  chairman. 
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Moved  by  Mr.  Crane,  seconded  by  Mr.  Whiteside,  and  resolved, 

That  Mr.  Keith  be  vice-chairman. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Whiteside,  seconded  by  Mr.  Clancey,  and  resolved, 

That  Mr.  Crane  be  treasurer. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Crane,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gibson,  and  resolved. 

That  Mr.  G .  W.  Wood  be  secretary  pro  tern. 

WILLIAM  BELL,  Chairman. 


Executive  committee  meeting  held  14th  December,  188S, 

Present : — Mr.  W.  Bell  in  the  chair  ;   Messrs,  S.  Crane,  Keith,  E.  Rogers,  Fair- 
bask. 

Mesohed,  That  the  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  be  left  over. 

Resolved,  That  the  matter  of  Mr.  Bailey  and  the  price  re  Springer  be  deferred. 

The  secretary  read  a  letter  received  from  Robinson  and  MoArthur  regarding 
their  fine  of  $185  imposed  30tb  Aut^ust. 

Ee&olved,  Moved  by  Mr.  Keith,  seconded  by  Mr.  Crane,  that  the  fine  be  reduced 
to  $25. 

The  following  accounts  were  passed  and  ordered  to  be  paid : — News,  advertising, 
$6;  Canadian  Pacific  Co.,  telegram  accounts,  two,  $4  58. 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  meetings  adjourn  for  the  holidays  and 
be  Bubiect  to  the  call  of  the  chair. 

WM.  BELL,  Ghairman. 


Executive  committee  meeting,  held  12th  January,  1887. 

Present.-— Mr,  Wm.  Bell  in   the  chair;    Messrs.   Fairbank,  Clancey,  Whiteside, 
Crane  and  Keith. 

Minutes  of  the  executive  committee  meetings  of  the  6th  and    14th   December 
read  and  confirmed . 

The  secretary  reported  that  owing  to  Mr.  J,  R,  Bailey  being  out  of  town  he  had 
been  unable  to  obtain  his  report  on  the  Springer  matter. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Fairbank,  seconded  by  Mr.  Keith,  and  resolved, 

That  the  members  pay  the  annual  subscription  to  the  Board  of  Trade. 

The  secretary  read  letters  from  Messrs.  Albright  and  Smith  requesting  the 
Dames  of  the  members  of  the  branch  and  tonnage  of  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal 
imported  by  each  importer  into  Toronto, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  give  the  information  asked  for  upon  their  agreeing 
to  pay  the  expense. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Fairbank  seconded  by  Mr.  Whiteside,  and  resolved, 

That  Mr.  Keith  be  nominated  as  the  representative  of  the  Coal  Trade  Branch  as 
a  member  of  the  council  of  the  Toronto  Board  of  Trade  and  that  Mr.  Crane  be  nomi- 
nated as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Arbitration  of  said  board.    The   nominations   to 


take  place  on  14th  instant  at  3.30.  .  ,     /^    ,  m    j    t)        i.    e 

The  secretary  was  instructed  to  notify  the  members  of  the  Coal  Trade  Branch  of 

these  nominations  and  request  their  attendance  to  vote. 

The  following  accounts  were  passed  :  Boyce,  $2,  and  secretary  s  account   tor 

December,  $37.63,  -rr  m^t  T,-c<n    m.   ■ 

WILLIAM  BELL,  Chairman. 


General  meeting  (special)  held  2l8t  January,  1887. 

Present  -—Mr.  Fairbank  in  the  chair  (by  Mr.  Bell's  request)  ;  Messrs.  Hagerman, 
Jno  McGill  W,  Bell,  Sharp,  Saulter,  McFarlane,  C.  J.  Smith,  Mounce,  Cross,  Pringle, 
S.(jrane,  B.' Rogers,  JnoA Keith,  Whiteside,  Fairbank,  D.  Daniels,  Aikins,  W.  Mc- 
Connell,  Clancey,  Lytle  and  W.  Walsh, 
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This  was  a  special  meeting  called  by  request  of  several  members  for  deciding 
upon  a  ticket  to  be  supported  for  the  council  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  Board  of 
Arbitration  which  was  accordingly  done.  The  election  to  take  place  immediately 
subsequent  to  this  meeting  at  the  City  Hall. 

WILLI A.M  BELL,  Chairman. 


Executive  committee  meeting  held  15th  March,  1887. 

Present ; — Mr.  Wm.  Bell  in  the  chair;  Messrs.  J.  R.  Bailey,  J.  Clancey,  Fairbank, 
S.  Crane  and  T.  R.  Whiteside. 

Minutes  of  last  meeting  read  and  confirmed. 

Resolved,  That  the  prices  to  be  charged  Messrs.  Springer  re  Batler  Colliery  Co. 
be  summer  prices,  namely ;  ®5.75  for  egg  and  grate  and  $6  for  stove  and  nut. 

The  treasurer  submitted  an  account  received  from  the  secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  for  assessments  No.  5  and  6  for  the  gratuity  fund  on  the  members  of  the  Coal 
Trade  Branch. 

Besolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  authorized  to  pay  the  said  assessment  for  those 
members  in  good  standing  out  of  the  fands  of  the  Coal  Trade  Branch  and  that  the 
secretary  be  inetruoled  to  look  into  the  matter  and  inform  the  treasurer  of  the 
amount  required. 

Resolved,  That  the  next  executive  committee  meeting  be  held  first  Tuesday  in 
April. 

WILLIAM  BELL,  Chairman. 


Executive  committee  meeting  held  5th  April,  1887. 

Present : — Mr.  W.  Bell  in  the  chair ;  Messrs.  Fairbank,  Whiteside,  Clancey,  8. 
Crane. 

Minutes  of  last  meeting  read  and  confirmed. 

Secretary  reported  that  the  amount  paid  by  the  treasurer  re  gratuity  fund,  as 
p  er  resolution  passed  at  last  meeting,  was  $300. 

Secretary  was  instructed  to  see  Mr.  Shannon  regarding  his  branch  office,  No. 
938  Queen  Street  West,  and  inform  him  the  same  could  not  be  allowed  without  the 
consent  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Lackie  having  sent  in  a  written  application  for  membership  of  the 
board,  he  was  duly  nominated. 

Resolved,  That  the  next  committee  meeting  be  held  19  th  April,  or  previously  at 
the  call  of  the  chair,  if  required. 

WILLIAM  BELL,  Chairman. 


Executive  committee  meeting  held  3rd  May,  1887. 

Present  .—Mr.  W.  Bell  in  the  chair;  Messrs.  J.  R.  Bailey,  T.  E.  Whiteside,  H.L. 
Fairbank,  S  Crane  and  Clancey. 

Minutes  of  last  meeting  read  and  confirmed. 

The  secretary  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Shannon  relative  to  his  branch  office, 
Queen  Street  West. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  reply,  stating  that  the  rule  must  be  complied  with 
and  that  the  branch  must  be  closed. 

iVeio  Members. 

The  following  were  received  and  approved  unanimously  :  J.  Westcott,  corner 
Fuller  and  Queen  Street,  Parkdale ;  W.  Gosnell  &  Bro.,  25b'  King  Street  East;  and 
Peppiatt  &  McDonogh,  Parkdale. 

The  name  of  J.  B.  West  was  left  over  in  order  that  the  secretary  might  ascer- 
tain if  he  has  a  coal  yard. 
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Hugh  Spence. 
The  secretary  read  a  letter  relative  to  the  assessment  due  during  the   time   her 
was  in  default,  in  which  he  requested  the  committee  to  reconsider  their  decision. 
After  aprain  discussing  the  matter,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  could  not  alter  iheir  previous  decision  ;  that  thesa 
assessments  to  the  gratuity  fund,  made  during  the  time  Mr.  Spence  was  in  default, 
must  be  paid  by  him. 

Albright  &  Smith. 

A.  letter  from  them  was  read  relative  to  statistics 

The  secretary  was  instructed  to  reply  that  he  could  not  obtain  the  information 
requested. 

Treasurer  submitted  assessment  No.  7  of  gratuity  fund  received  from  the  sec- 
retary of  the  Board  of  Trade  for  payment. 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  instructed  to  pay  the  same  for  members  in  good 
standing. 

Caretaker's  Widow. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Bailey,  seconded  by  Mr.  Fairbank,  and  resolved, 

That  the  sum  of  $10  be  paid  to  the  widow  and  family  of  the  late  caretaker  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  Eooms,  oat  of  the  funds  of  the  branch. 

Prices . 

Moved  by  Mr.  Crane,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bailey,  and  resolved, 

That  the  present  prioes  remain  without  alteration  until  further  notice,  and  that 
the  secretary  send  a  notice  to  thi^i  effect  to  each  member  of  the  branch. 
Secretary's  account  to  24th  April,  for  $31,  passed  and  approved. 

Entrance  Fee. 
The  secretary  was  instructed   to   look   up   the    minute    referring  to   members" 
entrance  fee  for  the  Conger  Co.  re  Peppiatt  &  MoDonogh, 

W .  BELL,  Chairman. 


Executive  Committee  meeting  14th  May,  1837. 

Present :— Mr.  Keith  in  the  chair;  Messrs.  J.  R.  Bailey,  J.  Claucey,  T.  E. 
Whiteside,  Gibson,  S.  Crane  and  B.  Eogers. 

Special  meeting  called  to  consider  prices  in  consequence  of  the  duty  on  anthra- 
cite being  taken  o£f  by  the  Government. 

Notice  of  motion  was  given  by  Mr.  Eogers  to  fix  prices. 

Gratuity  Funds. 
The  amount  reported  by  the   secretary  as  required  for  assessment  No.  7  passed 
at  the  last  meeting  is  $153. 

Prices  and  Waterworks  Tenders . 
Resolved,  That  a  special  executive  committee  meeting  to  consider  prices  and  tha 
waterworks  tenders  be  called  for  21st  instant  at  II  o'clock. 

W .  BELL,  Chairman. 


Executive  committee  meeting  held  21st  May,  1887. 

Present  .—Mr.  Wm.  Ball  in  the  chair ;  Messrs.  Crane,  John  Keith,    P.  Burns, 
Whiteside,  c'lancey,  Blias  Rogers,   Brown  (J.  E,  Bailey),  Gibson,  Fairbank,  Lilater 
(J.  Keith),  Johnson,  (P.  Burns),  W.  McGiU  and  C.  J.  Smith. 

Special  Meeting. 

This  being  a  special  meeting,  the  minutes  of  previous  meeting  were  not  read» 
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J.  B.  West. 

A  letter  was  read  from  this  gentleman  relative  to  his  coal  yard  which  was  not 
■sufficiently  explicit,  and  it  was  resolved, 

That  the  chairman  and  the  secretary  be  a  sub-committee  to  interview  Mr.  West 
and  satisfy  themselves  as  to  his  bona  fides  in  regard  to  his  yard   prices  of  hard  coal. 

The  notice  of  motion  to  fix  prices  was  now  brought  before  the  meeting,  and  it 
Tvas  moved  by  Mr.  Gibson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Crane,  and  resolved, 

That  the  price  of  stove  and  nnt  coal  be  86  per  ton,  and  egg  and  grate  $5.75  per 
ton,  delivered  until  1st  July  next,  and  that  no  oontiact  be  taken  for  delivery  after 
that  date  at  these  prices,  no  change  in  soft  or  Blossburg ;  half  tons  to  be  charged, 
15  cents  extra. 

John  Keith. 

It  having  been  reported  to  the  meeting  that  Mr.  Keith  had  been  supplying  the 
waterworks  with  coaJ  at  $5  (Mr.  Burns  having  refused  to  continue  to  supply  them 
at  that  price  after  Ihe  expiry  of  his  contract,)  a  discussion  took  place  relative  to  the 
matter,  Mr.  Keith  made  his  explanation  and  the  matter  was  allowed  to  drop.  The 
secretary  was  instructed  to  notify  Mr.  Keith  to  cease  delivering  any  more  coal  to  the 
waterworks  except  at  full  prices. 

Waterworks  Contract  for  188Y-88. 

The  secretary  read  the  advertisement  calling  for  tenders. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Gibson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Brown,  and  resolved, 

That  all  proceedings  at  this  and  all  other  meetings,  both  as  regards  prices  and 
all  other  matters,  be  conndered  strictly  confidential.  At  this  stage  of  the  meeting 
the  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  Pairbank,  Mr.  Bell  having  to  leave  to  attend  another 
"engagement. 

.  Moved  by  Mr,  McGill,  seconded  by  Mr.  Brown  (J.  E.  Bailey), 

That  the  prices  for  the  waterworks  be  $4.55  per  ton  in  shed  ;  $4. TO  per  ton  in 
3)oiler  houses. 

Moved  as  an  amendment  by  Mr.  Litster  (J.  Keith)  seconded  by  Mr.  Burns, 

That  the  prices  be  $4.75  per  ton  in  shed  and  $5  per  ton  in  boiler  houses. 

The  amendment  was  lost  and  the  oiiginal  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Bell  having  returned  he  returned  the  chair. 

Waterworks  contract  having  been  oflfered  for,  it  was  awarded  to  J.  E.  Bailey  & 
I/O.  for  $600,  who  handed  a  cheque  to  the  treasurer  for  the  amount. 

W.  BELL,  Chairman. 


Executive  committee  meeting  held  30th  May,  1887. 

Present :     Mr.  Wm   Bell  in  the   chair  ;  Messrs,  E.  Eogers,  Gibson,  T.  E.  White- 
side, Ciancey,  S.  Crane,  Litster  (J.  Keith)  and  McArthur. 
confiJSed*''^  of  executive   committee   meetings  of  3rd,  14th  and  21st  May,  read  and 

Prices  of  Wood  and  Soft  Coal. 

^sofce^   That  prices  of  wood  and  soft  coal  when  sold  in  connection  with  hard 
«coai  be  as  follows :  — 

$5.50  per  cord  for  hardwood — long. 

^^•^^'i  do  do  cut  and  split,  two  cuts. 

$6.00  do  do  do         three  cuts, 

$4.00  per  cotd  for  pine — long. 

$4,50  do  cut  and  split. 

$3.50  do        slabs. 

$4.50  per  ton  for  soft  coal  for  steam. 

$5.50  do  do  grate. 
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J.  B.  West. 

The  Bob-committee  gave  their  report  respectiDg  Mr.  West's  yards,  which  was 
considered  satisfactory,  and  he  was  duly  nominated  a  member. 

Prices  to  Dealers. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Rogers,  seconded  by  Mr.  Litster  (J.  Keithj, 

That  with  regard  to  the  resolution  passed  at  the  meeting  on  2 1  at  May  last,  stat- 
ing that  no  contracts  be  made  to  extend  beyond  Ist  July  next,  delivery,  it  is  under- 
stood that  this  resolution  referred  to  applies  not  only  to  retail  trade  bat  also  to 
trade  with  small  dealers. — Lost. 

Agents  and  Offices. 

Mesolved,  That  these  matters  be  brought  up  at  the  next  meeting  for  discussion. 

Unfinished  Contracts. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Sogers,  seconded  by  Mr,  Gibson  and  resolved. 

That  all  unexpired  contracts  on  1st  May  last,  both  to  consumers  and  dealers  be 
reported  to  the  secretary  before  next  meeting  on  7th  June,  and  that  the  secretary 
Bend  a  notice  to  each  member  to  this  effect. 

T.  McConnell  &  Co.  still  in  default. 

The  secretary  was  instructed  to  notify  the  shippers  on  the  other  side  that  this 
firm  is  still  in  default  and  request  them  to  govern  themselves  accordingly. 

WILLIAM  BELL,  Chairman. 


Executive  Committee  meeting  held  6th  June,  1887. 

Present  -—Mr.  Wm.  Bell  in  the  chair;  Messrs.  Gibson,  Clancey,  Wm.  McGill, 
McArthur,  Johnson  (P.  Burns),  S.  Crane,  E.  Rogers,  C.  J.  Smith,  Coleman,  J.  R. 
Bailey,  J.  Keith  and  T.  R.  Whiteside. 

Minutes  of  last  meeting  read  and  confirmed. 

Special  meeting  called  to  fix  prices  lor  the  Government  tenders. 

Government  Contract. 
Mesolved,  That  a  condition  of  this  and  future  purchases  of   contracts  be  that  a 
cheque  be  giVen  at  once  for  the  amount  of  purchase,  which  is  to  be  held  by  the  trea- 
surer until  the  contract  is  signed. 

Prices. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Gibson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Keith,  and  resolved. 
That  thenriceforegg   and  grate  be  made  $5.25   per  ton  net;  stove   and  nut 
«5  50  per  net  Z,fovZovma^^,  Central  Prison  and  Asylum  ;    StraitsvUle,  $5.25  ; 

FakZnt,  $4.75  per  net  ton,  f^r  the    Asylum;    St-i^^^"!^'   f  "f "i.^™/,"^ 
J5  per  net  ton,  for  the  Central  Prison,  Reformatory;  soft,  10  tons,  at  $5.50  per  net 

ton. 

Purchase  awarded  to  the  following  :— 

Soft  coal,  to  C.  J.  Smith,  for  56  cents  per  ton,  or  $677.60 

Hard  coal,  to  B.  Rogers  &  Co.,  for  41  cents  per  ton,  or  $721.60. 

WILLIAM  BELL,  Chairman. 


Executive  committee  meeting  held  11th  June,  1887. 

Pre-^ent  —Mr  Wm.  Bell  in  the  chair ;  Messrs.  J.  R.  Bailey,  Gibson,  T.  R.  White- 
side, Johnson  (P.  Burns),  Robinson,  McArthur.  B.  Rogers,  C.  J.  Smith,  Coleman, 
flnnltor  S  Crane  and  J.  Keith, 

Special  meeting  called  to  fix  prices  for  the  Public  Schools  tenders. 

3—38 
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Moved  by  Mr.  Crane,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bailey, 

That  the  coal  be  the  present  retail  prices  and  that  the  wood  prices  be  left  open. 

Moved  as  an  amendment  by  Mr.  Gibson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Whiteside, 

That  there  be  a  price  fixed  for  the  coal  and  that  it  be  bid  for. 

The  amendment  was  lost  and  the  original  motion  was  carried. 

Prices  for  Knox  College  Tenders . 

Moved  by  Mr.  Bailey,  seconded  by  Mr,  Keith, 
That  the  prices  be  tuU  card  prices. — Carried. 

WILLIAM  BELL,  Chairman. 


Executive  committee  m.eetiDg  held  18th  June,  188'7. 

Present: — Mr.  William  Bell  in  the  chair ;  Messrs.  Keith,  Clanoey,  Crane,  Gribson, 
B.  Eogers,  Johnston  (P.  Burns)  and  Coulter. 

Special  Meeting. 
This  was  a  special  meeting  and  the  minutes  were  not  read. 

Hospital  Tenders, 

Resolved,  That  the  following  be  the  prices  : — 

Egg  and  grate $5.50  per  nat  ton 

Stove 6.75      do      do 

Soft 5.25      do      do 

Lehigh,  $1  per  net  ton  higher  in  all  sizes.  Awarded  to  B.  Eogers  &  Co.  for  $255. 

Net   Ton. 
Moved  by  Mr.  Eogers,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gibson, 
That  the  prices  on  above  and  all  contracts  be  per  net  ton. 

WILLIAM  BELL,  Chairman. 


Executive  committee  meeting  held  28th  June,  1887, 

Present  .-—Mr.   T.   E.  Whiteside  in   the  chair;    Messrs.   Gibson,  J.  E.  Bailey, 
C/rane,  Clanoey,  Whiteside. 

Minutes. 
This  being  a  special  meeting  it  was  resolved, 
That  the  reading  of  the  minutes  be  dispensed  with. 

Treasurer's  Report. 
The  treasurer  reported  the  amount  in  hand  to  be  $2,470.14. 

Accounts. 
The  following  accounts  were  submitted  and  passed  : 
T.  Blackett  Eobinson,  printing,  $10 ;  the  secretary's  account  to  24th  June,  $33.38. 

Prices. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Crane,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bailey, 

That  prices  remain  as  they  are  uQtil  further   notice,    and   that  the  matter  be 
brought  before  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  for  Saturday,  2nd  July,  at  11  o'clock. 

WILLIAM  BELL,  Chairman. 
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Executive  committee  meeting  held  2nd  July,  1887. 

Present:— M.r.  W.  Bell  in  the  chair;  Messrs.  B.  Eogers,  Fair  bank,  Keith, 
Whiteside,  Crane,  W.  McGill,  Clancey,  Johnston  (P.  Burns),  J.  R.  Bailey,  MoAjthur 
Gibson,  C.J.  Bmith,  Mr,  Marshall,  Mr.  Cowan. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Bailey,  seconded  by  Mr.  Crane, 

That  Mr.  Cowan  (who  is  about  opening  a  dock  in  Toronto)  be  allowed  to  l»e 
present  and  tender  for  the  Government  contract. — Carried. 

Minutes  of  11th,  ISchand  28th  June  read  and  confirmed. 

Mr.  Spence's  Assessment. 

This  matter  was  again  brought  before  the  committee  for  re-consideration,  but  it 
was  unanimously 

Resolved,  That  the  Coal  Trade  Branch  could  not  pay  the  assessment  to  the 
gratuity  fund  while  Mr.  Spence  was  in  default,  but  he  might  send  a  letter  embodying 
his  request. 

Prices. 

Resolved,  That  prices  remain  as  at  present  until  Ist  August  next,  and  that  no 
orders  be  taken  in  the  meantime  for  delivery  after  that  date.  This  resolution  to 
apply  to  wholesale  as  well  as  retail  trade.  A  copy  of  the  resolution  to  be  sent  to 
each  member. 

W.  F.  Johnston. 

The  chairman  stated  to  the  meeting  that  Mr.   Johnston    had   taken   a  partner, 

and  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  write  Mr.  Johnston  to  aaoertain  the  alteration  of 
his  firm,  and  request  his  now  partner  to  take  the  affidavit. 

A.  McArthur,  jun.,  stated  that  he  had  succeeded  to  the  business  of  Eobinson  & 
McArthur. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  write  Mr.  Robinson  and  notify  him  that  it  will  bo 
necessarv,  owing  to  the  dissolution,  for  him  to  make  application  to  be  elected  a 
member 'of  the  Coal  Trade  Branch,  paying  the  usual  initiation  fee. 

Government  Tenders. 

Resolved,  That  the  price  be  on  hard  coal  25  cents  per  ton  off  present  retail 
prices,  Bameiy,  stove  and  nut,  $j.76  ;  egg  and  grate,  85.50  per  net  ton;  soft  coal, 
$5  25  per  net  ton  ;  long  hardwood,  85.50  per  cord;  long  pine,  $4  per  cord;  charcoal, 
81  50  per  barrel.  For  delivery  of  coal  after  December  Ist,  that  prices  be  25  cents 
per  ton  higher.  The  above  to  apply  to  Government  contract  as  above  only.  Lehigh 
coal,  81  per  ton  higher  on  all  sizes.  ,     „^        ^        . 

Awarded  to  the  Conger  Coal  Co.  for  $610,  all  other  tenders  to  be  26  cents  extra. 

House  of  Industry, 
Resolved,  That  the  prices  bo  85.75  per  net  ton  for  stove,  85.50  per  ton   for   egg, 
85.25  per  ton  for  soft,  either  for  present  delivery  or  at  yard  during  winter. 
Awarded  to  Mr.  John  Keith  for  $160. 

Lilrory  Tenders. 


No  special  prices  were  fixed .  WILLIAM  BELL, 


Chairman. 


General  meeting  held  4lh  July,  1887. 
Present  :—M.T.  W.  Bell  in  the  chair. 


jfresent : — m.t.  w  .  x)oii  m  wa  uuan .  m  t>  n  tt-     • 

Messrs.  J.  McGill,  Lackie,  Whiteside,  Barber,  Sharp,  Shannon,  T.  Bell,  Higgios, 

Cotts,  MoDougall,  Dwan,  Clancey,  W.  F.  Johnston,  Macfarlane,  Frost,  Weatcott,  H. 

Spence  and  T.  Coulter. 

Minutes  of  last  two  meetings  read  and  confirmed. 
3— 38J 
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Ntw  Members. 

The  following  were  passed  and  received ; — "W.  H.  Lackie,  J.  Westcott,  W.  Gos" 
nell  &  Bro,,  Peppiatt  &  McDonogh,  J.  B.  West,  W.  Leak  &  Co.  and  M.  Dwan  ;  (Gos- 
nell  &  Bro,  bonght  out  Peacock  &  Jackson) ;  (Peppiatt  &  McDonagh  bought  out 
Titus)  ;  (M.  Dwan  bought  out  N.  McConnell). 

-H.  S.  Raymore. 

An  application  for  membership  was  read  from  Mr.  Eaymore,  but  it  was  left 
over  until  he  had  been  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

School  Contract. 

Mr.  Eichardson,  a  non-member,  was  referred  to  as  having  taken  part  of  the 
school  contract.  The  chairman  stated  he  was  acting  as  agent  for  Mr.  W.  McGill 
but  he  promised  it  would  be  looked  into. 

WILLIAM  LEAK. 


Executive  Committee  meeting  held  9tb  July,  IBS'?. 

Present: — Mr.  Wm.  Bell  in  the  chair;  Messrs.  Whiteside,  J.  E.  Bailey,  S. 
Crane,  J.  Keith,  Coleman  for  C.  J.  Smith,  Elias  Eogers. 

Minutes  of  last  meeting  read  and  confirmed  with  the  following  addition  to  the 
minutes  relative  to  the  Library  tender,  namely:  That  it  is  understood  and  agreed 
that  the  Library  contract  be  awarded  to  Mr.  Wm.  Bell. 

Richardson  and  Wm.  McQill  and  School  Contract. 

The  secretary  was  instructed  to  write  to  W.  MoGili  &  Co.,  for  an  explanation 
regarding  Mr.  Eichardson  supplying  the  contract. 

jH".  Spende  and  arrears  of  assessments  to  Gratuity  Fund. 

Mr.  Spence  was  present  at  his  own  request  to  make  his  own  statement  to  the 
committee ;  upon  hearing  the  same  it  was 

Resolved,  That  they  could  not  alter  their  previous  decision  not  to  allow  him  his 
assessment  to  the  gratuity  fund  while  he  was  in  default. 

Tenders — Custom  House,  Post  Office,  Revenue  Offices. 

Resolved,  That  the  tenders  be  not  bid  for  but  left  open  at  full  card  prices,  namely 
$5.15  per  ton  for  egg  (hard)  and  85.50  per  ton  for  soft  coal. 

Special  Meeting. 

Resolved,  That  a  special  executive  committee  meeting  be  called  for  3  o'clock  on 
Thursday,  14th  inst.,  and  that  the  following  matters  be  considered :— Commission 
men  ;  prices  to  farmers  ;  branch  offices ;  prices  for  future  delivery. 

WILLIAM  BELL,  Chairman. 


Executive  Committee  meeting  held  14th  July,  1887. 

Present  .-—Mr.  W.  Bell  in  the  chair;  Messrs.   Pairbank,   Keith,    Whiteside  and 
Clanoey. 

Minutes  of  last  meeting  read  and  confirmed. 

W.  F.  Johnston  and  his  agents. 

It  having  been  stated  that  Mr.  Johnston  was  employing  agents,  the  secretary 
was  instracted  to  see  him  and  inform  him  that  this  was  against  the  rules. 


TOHONTO   COAL    BRANCH.  597 


Commission  men. 

This  matter  was  discussed  and  it  was  considered  advisable  that  no  alteration  be 
made  in  the  rules. 

Prices  to  Farmers, 

Eesolved,  That  no  alteration  from  present  prices,   75   cents   o£f    card  prices,  be 
made. 

Branch  Offices. 
Resolved,  That  the  secretary  ascertain  if  there  are  any  new  offices  being  opened, 
which  have  not   received    the   sanction   of  the   committee.     The  Conger  Company 
reported  that  they  had  taken  Mr.  P.  Barn's  office,  No.  678  Young  Street,  as  a  branch 
office,  which  was  duly  registered. 

Trices  for  future  delivery. 

Resolved,  That  as  the  attendance  is  small  these  be  fixed  at  the  next  regalar  meet- 
ing on  Tuesday  next,  19th  instant,  at  4  o'clock. 

WILLIAM  BELL,  Chairman. 


Executive  Committee  meeting  held  19th  July,  1887. 

Present : — Mr.  W.  Bell  in  the  chair;  Messrs.  Keith,  Rogers,  Whiteside,  Clancey, 
•Gibson,  J.  E.  Bailey,  Crane  and  Messrs.  C.  C.  Ray  &  Cowan,  of  C.  C.  Eay  &  Co. 
Minutes  of  last  meeting  were  read  and  coofirmed. 

G.  G.  Ray  &  Go. 

The  secretary  reported  receiving  their  application  to  become  members  of  the 
Coal  Tiade  Branch,  and  it  was 

Resolved.  That  they  be  elected,  subject  to  complying  with  all  the  conditions. 

Jos.  Little  who  has  bought  out  B.  Jackson,  Tauog  Street,  Yorkville,  having  sent 
in  written  application  to  become  a  member,  he  was  duly  elected  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions. 

W.  F.  Johnson  &  Go. 

Permission  was  given  to  take  orders  at  Mr.  Johnson's  (his  father)  store  situated 
on  the  corner  of  Green  and  Bathurst  Streets. 

Branch  Offices. 

The  following  were  allowed  :  F.  W.  Thompson,  359J  Queen  Street  West,  Burns 
&  McCormick,  479  Queen  Street  West. 

Mr.  Dwan's  Advertisement. 

The  secretary  submitted  a  copy  of  the  advertisement  to  which  his  attention  had 
been  called  in  which  Mr.  Dwan  offers  to  take  orders  to  be  delivered  daring  winter. 
The  secretary  was  instructed  to  notify  Mr.  Dwan  to  withdraw  that  portion  of  the 
advertisement  immediately  as  it  is  against  the  rules. 

Division  of  Proceeds  of  Contracts. 

After  some  discussion  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  division  be  made  in  a  similar    manner  to  last  year  in  accord- 
ance with  minutes  of  5th  May  and  20th  July,    1886,  namely  pro  rata  among  the  im- 
porters according  to  the  tonnage  of  hard   coal  for   the  year  ending  1st  May  last,  as 
«hown  by  the  Customs  house  books. 

Mr.  Crane's  Appeal. 

Mr.  Crane  gave  notice  of  appeal  to  the  Board  of  Trade  against  the  beforenamed 
resolutioni 
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Disposal  of  Proceeds  ef  Contracts. 

Mr.  Keith  gave  notice  of  motion,  That  in  future  the  proceeds  of  contracts  bo 
divided  equally  among  the  importers. 

Prices. 

Jtesolved,  That  the  fixing  of  prices  for  fature  delivery  after  Ist  August  be  left 
over  until  a  special  meeting  to  be  held  on  29th  instant,  at  3  o'clock,  in  order  that  it 
may  previously  be  known  what  prices  are  made  at  the  meeting  to  be  held  in  New 
York  on  28th  inst. 

Affidavits. 

Besolved,  That  the  partners  and  all  employees  be  required  to  take  fresh  affidavit* 
respecting  prices,  rules  and  by-laws  of  the  branch,  and  the  secretary  request  the 
Bolicitor  to  prepare  a  form  of  affidavit  for  sigcatnre. 

Mr.  Mills,  22  King  Street  East. 

It  was  named  that  Mr.  Mills  had  purchased  1,000  tons  of  coal  from  an  importer^ 
and  was  soliciting  orders  for  winter  delivery  for  all  winter  at  S6.  The  secretary  was 
instructed  to  investigate  the  matter. 

WILLIAM  BELL,  Chairman. 


Executive  committee  meeting  held  22nd  July,  1881. 

Present :— Mr.  W.  Bell  in  the  chair;  Messrs.  Keith,  Crane  and  J.  E.  Bailey. 

Messrs.  Macfarlane,  John  McGill  and  Coulter  were  present  to  bring  charges 
against  Messrs.  B.  Eogers  &  Co.,  that  their  Young  Street  branch  office  had  made  a 
contract  for  eight  tons  of  coal  at  S6  per  ton  for  delivery  any  time  during  the  winter, 
and  to  be  paid  for  as  delivered. 

JS.  Rogers  &  Co.'s  Charge. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  write  Messrs.  B.  Eogers  &  Co.,  making  this  charge, 
wid  request  that  they  will  give  immediate  instructions  to  that  officer  to  stop  taking 
similar  orders,  which  is  a  violation  of  the  rules,  Mr.  Eogers  was  requested  to  be 
present  at  a  special  meeting,  to  be  held  on  the  23rd  instant  at  11   o'clock,  to  reply. 

Conger  &  Co.'s  charge  re  Best  &  Fortier. 

The  secretajy  reported  that  f  everal  orders  had  been  taken  by  Best  &  Fortier  to 
Bupply  the  Conger  Co.'s  coal  any  time  during  the  winter  at  $6  per  ton,  payment  to 
be  made  on  delivery,  and  a  reduction  to  be  made  should  prices  be  lowered. 

Besolved,  That  the  Conger  Co.  be  notified  by  the  secretary  to  withdraw  that 
agency  immediately,  and  that  Mr.  Gibson  or  Mr.  Fairbank  bo  requested  to  be  present 
at  to-morrow's  meeting,  to  answer  this  charge. 

Clerks  in  Office  and  Agents. 

The  secretary  was  requested  to  obtain  the  names  from  each  member  duly  cer- 
tified, in  order  that  they  may  be  registered  and  take  the  affidavit. 

Prices  for  future  delivery. 
It  was  deemed  advisable  that  these  should  be  made  as  soon  as  possible,  and  that 
a  decision  should  be  come  to  at  the  meeting  to  be  held  to-morrow  morning. 

WILLIAM  BELL,  Chairman. 

Executive  committee  meeting  held  23rd  July,  18t7. 

Present  .-—Mr.  Wm.  Bell  in  the  chair.  Mr.  J.  E.' Whiteside  taking  the  chair 
until  Mr.  Bell's  arrival.  Messrs.  Bailey,  Eogers,  Whiteside,  Clancey,  Keith  and  Gibson. 
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^/..h^f^u  P\~^.''T  '■^  ^""^^  '^''■««'  branch,  for  selling  for  all  winter  at  $6. 
Mesolved,  That  they  be  fined  $o. 

Conger  Co.  and  Best  &  Fortier. 
This  was  considered  a  breach  of  the  rules,   but  action    was  deferred  until  next 
meeting,     in  the  meantime  they  were  instructed  to  withdraw  their  agency. 

Assessment  No.  8,  Gratuity  Fund. 
i^esofee^;.  That  this  be  paid  out  of  the   fund   of  the    branch:  amount,  $165;  55 
members.  '  ' 

WILLIAM  BELL,  Chairman. 


Executive  committee  meeting  held  29th  July,  1887. 

Present,  Mr.  W.  Bell  in  the  chair ;  Messrs.  S.  Crane,    T.  E.  Whiteside,  J.  Keith, 
U  accey,  Gibson,  J.  R  Bailey,  E.  Eogers.     Mr.  Wm.  McGid  was  ako  present. 
Minutes  of  meetiogs  held  19th,  22nd  and  23rd  July,  read  and  confirmed. 
Conger  Co.  and  Best  <*  Fortier. 

A  letter  from  the  Conger  Coal  Company  was  read   by  the  secretary,  requesting 
that  Best  &  Fortier's  office  might  be  made  a  branch  oiHce. 
""'       '      '■"■'  '    ''         "'  ' le  a  violation  of  the 

Treasurer's  report. 


I.  ojcoL  u.  J.UI  nor  B  uLuce  migni  oe  maae  a  oranon  omce. 

Se&olved,  That  as  it  would  be  a  violation  of  the  rules   that  request  could  not  bo 
granted. 


Amount  on  hand,  $3,371.76. 

W.  F.  Johnston  &  Go. 

^esofoec^.  That  they  be  not   allowed    to   take   orders   at   the   store  of  Mr.  Follis 
Johnston,  No.  556  Queen  Street  West,  as  it  would  be  contrary  to  the  rules. 

A.  McArthur,  Jun. 

-ResoZue^Z,  That  as  it  would  be   conirary   to   the   rules   to  continue  a  part  of  Mr. 
Beavin's  office.  Queen  Street  West,  as  a  branch,  the  same  cannot  be  allowed. 

D   Daniels. 

_  A  charge  was  brought  against  Mr.  Daniels  for  selling  5  tons  nut  coal  to  ba 
delivered  by  1st  January  at  86,  to  be  paid  ior  as  delivered,  as  per  receipt,  now  pro- 
dnced,  obtained  by  the  detective. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  inform  Mr.  Daniels,  and  request  him  to  be  present 
at  the  next  committee  meeting  to  answer  the  charge. 

A,  Shannon  ds  Co. 

The  secretary  was  instructed  to  notify  them  that  they  must  ceasf  taking  orders 
through  Mr.  Greenwood,  or  his  branch  office,  Queen  Street  West,  otherwise  it  will  be 
considered  a  violation  of  the  rules. 

Prices. 

Mesolved,  That  the  prices  of  coal  be  $6.50  per  ton  for  stove  and  chestnut,  and 
$6.25  per  ton  for  egg  and  grate,  for  present  delivery,  to  take  effect  Ist  August  next, 
and  that  50  cents  per  ton  discount  be  allowed  for  spot  cash  and  present  delivery. 

The  price  to  small  dealers  to  be  one  dollar  per  ton  off;  the  same  condition  to 
apply  subject  to  advance  without  notice. 

Amendment. 

The  following  was  moved  by  Mr.  Keith,  which  was  lost : 

That  the  price  of  coal,  until  further  notice,  be  $6.25  cash  for  stove  and  chestnut 
coal,  and  $6  per  ton  for  grate  and  egg,  and  no  coal  be  sold  but  for  cash  and  present 
delivery  at  the  above  prices. 

Accounts  passed  :  Mr.  Bradley,  $7.50;  Secretary's  account  for  the  month,  $40.38. 

THOS.  E.  WHITESIDE,  Chairman  pro  tern. 
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Executive  committee  meeting  held  8th  August,  iScY. 

Present  .-—Mr.  W.  Bell  in  the  chair;  Messrs.  Whiteside,  J.Keith,  Crane,  Olancey. 
Cosvan,  ot  C,  C.  Eay  &  Co.,  was  also  present. 

D,  Daniel's  Charge, 

Mr.  Daniels  and  his  clerk  were  present  by  request  to  answer  the  charge. 

Resolved,  That  the  matter  be  left  over  until  nexi  meetiog  for  decision  what 
shall  be  done. 

Minutes  of  last  meeting  were  now  read  and  confirmed. 

The  secretary  reported  on  the  following  matters  given  to  him  to  investigate: 

Hewlitt  &  Bell  are  being  supplied  by  T.  Bell  &  Co. 

A.  E.  Duff,  Arcade,  Queen  Street,  are  being  supplied  by  P.  Burns. 

J.  Atkinson,  corner  Carleton  and  Parliament  Streets,  are  being  supplied  by  P. 
Burns. 

Best  &  Fortier,  still  being  supplied  by  Conger  Coal  Co. 

Hanscombe  Ontario  Street,  are  being  supplied  by  J.  E  Bailey  &  Co. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  write  to  the  dealers  supplying  above  parties  as 
named  and  request  their  attendance  to  answer  the  charge  of  employing  agents  with- 
out the  coDseiit  of  this  committee  at  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  for  Wednesday 
10th  inst.,  at  4  o'clock. 

Accounts  passed  :  News,  advertising,, $4 ;  Telegram,  advertising,  $2.40. 

Prices^ 

Mr.  Keith  gave  notice  of  motion  that  prices  be  re-considered  at  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Cowan,  of  C.  C.  Eay  &  Co.,  was  requested  by  the  chairman  to  state  his 
views  with  regard  to  the  disposal  of  the  funds  from  the  contracts,  with  a  view  to  aa 
understanding  being  arrived  at  by  the  parties  interested. 

Upon  hearing  Mr.  Cowan,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  sub-committee  be  appointed,  consisting  of  Mr.  Keith  and  Mr. 
Cowan  to  wait  upon  the  members  of  the  executive  committee  regarding  the  same 
and  report  at  next  meeting. 

WM.  BELL,  Chairman. 


General  meeting  held  8th  August,  1887. 

Present  .—Mr.  W.  Bell  in  the  chair;  Messrs.  T.  Beamish,  Cotts,  W.  Grosnell,  J. 
Wescott,  Dally,  WooHatt,  Pringle,  Lackie,  Vance,  Mounco,  Aikens,  Woodr'ow, 
Peppiatt,  E.  Saulter,  W.  Leak,  T.  Bell,  Bell  &  Crane,  G.  Sharp,  Gerry,  Dixon,  Mao- 
dougall,  Grincell,  Burns  (P.  fi  M.  Co.),  Claucy,  McDonogh. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  general  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
Mr.  Wm.  McG-ill,  Richardson  and  the  School  Contract. 

The  secretarv  stated  tdat  this  matter  had  been  satisfactorily  explained  to  the 
executive  committee. 

Trade. 

After  a  conversation  about  the  state  of  the  coal  trade  and  taking  of  orders  for 
delivery  for  all  winter,  the  meeting  adjourned. 

Correct. 

„  ,  ^      ,  JOHN  KEITH. 

3rd  October,  1887. 


Executive  committee  meeting  held  10th  August,  1887. 

Present  .-—Mr.  W.  Bell  in  the  chair ;   Messrs.  Keith,  Gibson,   Whiteside,   Crane, 
Mr. Cowan,  of  C.  C.  Eay  &  Co.,  Clancey  and  E.  Eogers. 
Minutes  of  last  meeting  read  and  confirmed. 
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J.  Bell  &  Go.  and  Rowlett  &  Bell. 

Mr.  J.  Bell  was  present  to  answer  the  charge  of  employing  Howlett  &  Bell  as 
agents  without  the  consent  of  the  executive  committee.  Mr.  Bell  stated  that  they 
had  not  been  authorized  to  take  orders  for  his  firm  nor  had  they  done  so,  which  was. 
considered  satisfactory. 

Division  of  proceeds  of  contracts  was  again  discussed  and  the  report  of  the  sub- 
committee received. 

Resolved,  That  the  matter  be  left  over  until  Mr.  J.  R.  Bailey's  return  when  a 
apecial  executive  committee  meeting  shall  be  called. 

Prices. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  portion  of  the  resolution  about  not  taking  orders 
except  for  present  delivery  be  rescinded  and  that  members  be  allowed  to  take  orders 
at  $6  per  ton  for  stove  and  chestnut  and  soft  coal  for  grate  parposes,  and  $5.75  per 
ton  for  egg  and  grate  hard  coal  for  future  delivery  if  they  care  to  take  the  risk. 

WILLI  A.M  BELL,  Chairman. 


Executive  committee  meeting  held  llth  August,  1887. 

Present.-— Mr.  W.  Bell   in   the  chair;  Messrs.  Keith,  B.  Rogers,  J.  E.  Bailey, 
Orane,  Whiteside,  Gibson,  P.  Barns,  Clancey,  W.  Cowan,  of  C.  C.  Ray  &  Co. 

Re-division  of  Proceeds  of  Contracts. 
Special  iiieeting  called  to  discuss  again  this  matter. 
Moved  by  Mr.  Rogers,  seconded  by  Mr.  Clancey, 
That  the  division  be  similar  to  last  year. — Carried. 
Mr.  Keith's  notice  of  motion 

Re  Disposal  in  future  of  Proceeds  of  Contracts. 

This  was  brought  forward  and  it  was 

Resolved,  That  it  be  lett  over  for  future  consideration. 

WILLIAM  BELL,  Chairman. 


Executive  committee  meeting  held  17th  Augast,  1887. 

''resent : — Mr.  W.  Ball  in  the  chair;  Messrs.  Keith,  Gibson,  B.  Rogers,  White- 
aide, /lancey  and  Mr.  Cowan,  of  C.  C.  Ray  &  Co. 

linutes  of  meetings  held  10th  and  llth  read  and  confirmed. 

Ifotice. 

Te  chairman  stated  that  he  had  received  a  written  notice  from  W.  MoGill  &  Co. 
not  to  .ay  over  the  proceeds  of  the  contracts  as  they  had  appealed  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  gainst  the  decision  of  the  exeoative  committee.  He  understood  that  the 
treasuri-  had  received  a  similar  notice. 

Mtify  Mr.  P.  Bums. 

Theecretary  was  instructed  to  notify  Mr.  P.  Burns  not  to  employ  Mr.  DaflFin 
the  west  id  and  Mr.  Atkinson,  corner  Parliament  and  Oat-ltOQ  Streets,  as  agents,  as 
it  is  a  brejh  of  the  rules  to  do  so;  also  notify  W.  McGill  &  Co.  regarding  Mr. 
Johnston'iJour  and  feed  store,  Queen  Street,  to  the  same  effect. 

W.  BELL,  Chairman. 

Bsecute  committee  meeting  held  23rd  August,  1887. 

Present —J^r.  Wm.  Ball  in  the  chair;  Messrs.  Rogers,  Gibson,  Whiteside, Keith 
and  Cowan  C  C.  C.  Ray  &  Co.). 
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Wm.  McQill  &  Co. 

The  letter  relative  to  forbidding  of  divisions  of  money  on  decisions  of  the  exeoit' 
live  committee  at  meeting  of  11th  August,  1887,  was  produced  ;  also  a  letter  dated 
20th  Angust,  1887,  tenderiDg  their  resignation  as  members  of  the  branch. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Eogers,  seconded  by  Mr.  Keith, 

Both  letters  were  laid  on  the  table. 

In  the  absence  of  the  secretary  Mr.  Gibson  acted  as  secretary  pro  tern. 

Assessment  No.  9. 

Revived,  That  if  the  last  call  for  gratuity  fund  insurance  has  not  been  paid  that 
the  president  see  the  treasurer  and  have  it  paid,  8174. 

WM.  BELL,  Chairman. 


Executive  committee  meeting  held  30th  August,  1887. 

Present  .-—Mr.  Wm.  Bell  in  the  chair;  Messrs.  Whiteside,  Keith,  Gibson,  g. 
Crane,  J.  E  Bailey,  Mr.  Cowan,  of  C.  0.  Eay  &  Co.,  Mr.  W.  Bell,  Jan.,  and  Mr.  M*- 
Il'arlane. 

Minutes  of  the  last  meeting  read  and  confirmed.  ' 

This  being  a  special  meeting  called  to  fix  a  price  for  Parkdale  Waterworks  it 
"was 

Resolved,  That  the  price  be  left  open  lor  each  one  to  tender  at  any  price  tbay 
may  choose. 

The  following  accounts  were  submitted  and  passed  : — Mail,  advertising  accomt, 
$6;  Bradley,  time  wages,  $26.75;  Bradley,  half  ton  coal,  $3;  secretary's  account  to 
24th  August,  837.88. 

WILLIAM  BELL,  Chairman. 


Executive  committee  meeting  held  5th  September,  1887. 
P/-eseni.-— Mr.  W.  Bell  in  the  chair;  J.    E.  Bailey,   Gibson,  Crane,   Whieside. 
iEeith,  McArthur  and  Cowan,  of  C.  C.  Eay  &  Co. 

Minutes  of  last  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

City  Tender. 

This  was  a  special  meeting  called  to  fix  prioes  and  dispose  of  the  city  teriers. 
Resolved,  That  the  following  be  the  prices: — 

Stove  and  chestnut     -  -  .  -    $5  75 

Egg  and  grate  -  -  -  -  5  5C 

Briar  Hill  -  .  .  .  -      5  5f 

Straitsville        -  -  .  .  -  5  0 

Long  hardwood  .  .  .  -      5  i» 

Long  pine         -  .  .  .  .  4  i 

And  that  all  tender  alike. 

The  tenders  included  supplies  to  firo  halls,  jail,  registry  offices,  ci^  hall  and 
police  court.  The  quantities  were  500  tons  stove,  chestnut  and  egg,  340tons  Briar 
ilill  and  Straitsville,  180  cords  long  hardwood,  15  cords  white  pine,  Ion. 

Grenadine  Ice  and  Coal  Co. 

The  secretary  reported  he  had  received  a  letter  from  the  compan  applying  to 
become  members  of  the  Coal  Trade  Branch. 
Resolved,  That  they  be  received. 
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Jacob  Malloy. 

The  secretary  reported  receiving  a  letter  from  this  party  who  had  taken  the  yard 
formerly  occupied  by  Mr.  Jos.  Dilworth,  No.  141  Queen  Street  West. 

Mesoilved,  That  he  be  received. 

Account  of  Mr.  "W.  J.  Nelson,  the  solicitor  of  the  branch,  amounting  to  $2R.35, 
was  submitted,  which  was  passed  and  ordered  to  be  paid  upon  the  secretary  satis- 
fying himself  as  to  its  correctness. 

WILLIAM  BELL,  Chairman. 


General  meeting  held  5th  September,  1887. 

Fre&ent :  —Messrs.  Tance,  Wescott,  Gerrie,  Aikins,  Woodrow,  W.  P.  Johnston, 
Whiteside,  West,  McDonogh,  Sharp,  Cotts,  Hagerman  and  Grinnell. 

No  quorum.  Owing  to  this,  an  informal  meeting  was  held,  Mr.  Whiteside  being 
voted  into  the  chair.  The  general  state  of  the  coal  trade  was  discussed  and  after 
several  members  had  spoken  the  meeting  separated. 


Executive  committee  meeting  held  1st  October,  1887. 

Present: — Messrs.  Gibson,  E.  Eogers,  J.  R.  Bailey,  Clancey  and  Keith. 

In  the  absence  of  the  president,  Mr.  Gibson  was  voted  into  the  chair. 

Special  Meeting. 
The  meeting  was  called  specially  to  discuss  prices. 

Prices  Raised. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Keith  it  was  unanimously  resolved  that  the  retail  prices 
of  coal  on  and  after  Monday,  3rd  October,  be  advanced  to  $6.25  per  ton  for  stove  and 
chestnut,  $6  per  ton  for  grate  and  egg,  and  dealers'  prices  be  75  cents  oif  these  prices 
on  cars  or  in  the  yards. 

Farmers'  Prices. 
Resolved,  That  the  prices  to  farmers  be  40  cents  oflf  above  retail  prices,  coal  and 
"wood  combined. 

Resolved,  That  where  wood  or  soft  coal  is  sold  in  connection  with  hard  coal  the 
price  is  to  be  : — 

Hard  wood,  long $6  00  per  cord. 

do  cut  and  split 6  50      do 

Pine,  long 4  00       do 

do       cut  and  split 5  00      do 

Slabs -        -         3  50      do 

Soft  coal    for  steam 4  50  per  ton. 

do  do        grates        -  -        -  6  00      do 

WILLIAM  BELL,  Chairman. 


Executive  committee  meeting  held  12th  October,  1887. 

Present : Mr.  W.  Bell  in  the  chair;  Messrs.  Gibson,  Clancey,  J.  Keith,  Lytle 

(S.  Crane  &  Co.),  Cowan  (C.  0.  Eay). 

Special  meeting  called  to  consider  the  advisability  of  raising  prices. 

Resolved,  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Keith, 

That  on  and  after  Saturday  the  15th  instant  the  price  of  stove  and  chestnut 
coal  be  raised  to  86.50  per  ton,  and  egg  and  grate  86.25  per  ton.  Best  soft  $6.25. 
Blossburg,  86.00  ;  15  cents  per  ton  on  quarter  and  half  tons; 
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Notice  in  Newspapers. 

The  secretary  was  instructed   to   have   notices   inserted  in    the  papers  the  day 
before  the  rise,  explaining  the  reason  for  the  rise  in  prices. 

WILLIAM  BELL,  Chairman. 


Executive  committee  meeting  held  29th  October,  ISST. 
Present  .-—Messrs.  J.  E.  Bailey,  B.  Eogers,  Gibson  and  J.  Keith. 
In  the  absence  of  Mr.  Bell,  Mr.  Gibson  was  voted  into  the  chair. 

Treasurer's  Resignation. 

Mr.  Crane  having  tendered  his  resignation  as  treasurer, 

Resolved,  That  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Crane  be  accepted,  and  that  Mr.  White- 
side be  appointed  treasurer  pro  tern. 

That  Mr.  Whiteside  and  the  secretary  be  appointed  to  audit  the  treasurer's 
accounts  before  taking  over  the  books  and  money  in  hand. 

Re  McQonnell  &  Go.  and  city  contract. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Keith  be  appointed  to  examine  the  coal  being  supplied  by 
T.  MoConnell  &  Co.  for  the  city  contract. 

WILLIAM  BELL,  Chairman. 


Executive  committee  meeting,  held  1st  November,  1887. 

Present  .-—Mr.  W.  Bell  in  the  chair ;  Messrs.  J.  Keith,  E.  Rogers,  Gibson,  J;  R. 
Bailey  and  H.  L.  Fairbanks. 

Treasurer  Appointed. 

The  secretary  reported  that  Mr.  Whiteside  had  expressed  his  willingness  to 
accept  the  office  of  treasurer  and  that  Mr.  Crane  was  preparing  the  accounts  and 
having  the  bank  book  balanced  by  the  bank  to  enable  him  to  make  the  transfer  to 
Mr.  Whiteside. 

Raising  Prices. 
Moved  by  Mr.  Keith,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gibson,  and 

Resolved,  That  a  special  meeting  be  called  for  Wednesday,  2nd  November,  to 
consider  about  raising  prices. 

WILLIAM  BELL,  Chairman. 


General  meeting  held  3id  October,  1887. 

Pmeni!  .-—Messrs.  J.   Keith,   Sharp,   Aikens,   Beamish,   Abbs,   Lackie,   West, 
fennnell,  Humphries,  Higgins,  Cross,  Dally,  J.  MiUory  and  Johnston. 

Chairman, 

In  the  absence  of  the  chairman   of  the   branch,  Mr.  Keith  was  voted  into  the 
chair. 

Minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Several  members  spoke  relative  to  the  recent  advance  in  coal,  and  expressed  their 
views.  ^ 

+1.    .^'^®.gsDe''al  feeling  was  that  the  executive  committee  had  done  what  was  for 
the  best  interest  of  the  branch  in  raising  retail  prices  25  cents  per  ton 

After  a  conversation  respecting  the  trade  generally  the  meeting  adjourned. 

WILLIAM  BELL,  Chairman. 
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Executive  committee  meeting  held  2nd  November,  1887: 

Presint  .-—Mr.  W.  Bell  in  the  chair  ;  Messrs.  J.  R.  Bailey,  Keith,  Orane  and 
Gibson. 

This  being  a  special  meeting  called  to  consider  the  raising  of  prices,  no  minutes 
of  previous  meetings  were  read. 

Prices  Raised. 

Resolved,  That  the  prices  be  raised  26  cents  per  ton  on  all  sizes,  namely  on  and 
after  3rd  November : 

Stove  and  chestnut  -         -         -         -  -        $6  15  per  ton. 

Grate  and  egg      -.-  ..  --6  50      do 

Best  soft 6  50      do 

Blossburg    -  ...  -        -        6  25      do 

Where  wood  or  soft  coal  is  sold  in  connection  with  hard  coal,  the  pricee  to  be 
full  retail  prices,  dealers  75  cents  per  ton  off  above  retail  prices. 

Raising  Price  of  Wood. 

The  chairman  and  the  secretary  were  deputed  to  wait  npon  Mr.  C.  J.  Smith 
and  other  members  interested  in  wood  relative  to  an  advance  of  50  cents  per  cord  at 
retail,  and  if  all  were  unanimous  regarding  this  raise,  the  secretary  was  instructed 
to  send  notices  to  the  members  advising  them  of  the  same. 

Lake  Freight. 
Mr.  Eogers  proposed  that   unanimous  action   should    betaken,   viz:     The  im- 
porters relative  to  filing  the  rate  of  freight  on  coal  from  the  other  side  to  Toronto. 
No  decision  was,  hoM  ever,  come  to  in  the  matter. 

WILLIAM  BELL,  Chairman. 


General  meeting  held  7th  November,  1887. 

Present : — Mr.  W.  Bell  in  the  chair  ;  Messrs.  John  McGill,  Gerrie,  Vance,  J, 
Dilworth,  Woodrow,  Sharp,  Cotts,  O'Leary,  Milloy,  MouBce,  Humphries,  li&cki^ 
Abbs,  Hagerman,  Gosnell,  Dally,  Johnston,  Eolston  and  Thompson. 

Minutes  of  last  meeting  read  and  confirmed. 

A  general  conversation  took  place  relative  to  the  trade,  and  after  an  hour's  dis- 
cussion the  meeting  adjourned. 

WILLIAM  BELL,  Chairman. 


Executive  committee  meeting  held  16th  November,  1887. 

Present.— Mr.  W.  Bell  in  the  chair;    Messrs.    J.   E.  Bailey,  E.  Eogers,   T.  E» 

Whiteside  and  J.  Keith.  ,  „   ^  ,.t 

Minutes  of  5th  September,  1st,  12th  and  29th   October,    Ist  and  2nd  November, 
read  and  confirmed. 

Lister's  advertisement  at  $5.75  and  $6.00,  and  Grange  Supply  Company   adver- 
tisement circular.  ,j    i. 
The  seretary  reported  that  they  had  been  attended  to  and   that   they  would    be 

discontinued. 

Prices  of  Wood. 

Resolved,  That  prices  until  further  notice  for: 

Hardwood,  long 86.50  per  cord. 

do    cut  and  split 7.00        do 

Pine,  long  '  -  5,00        do 

do     cut  and  split 5.50        do 

And  that  the  secretary  notify  each  member  of  this. 
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Treasurer  reported   receiving  83,122.80   from   Mr.  Crane,  the   late   treasurer, 
which   he   has  deposited   with  the  DominioQ  Bank  to  the  credit  of  the  branch. 

Hill  &  Weir's  account,  $3.25,  for  printing,  was  passal  aad  ordered  to  be  paid  . 

WILLIAM  BELL,  Chairman. 


Executive  committee  meeting  held  2nd  December,  188T. 

Present  .-—Mr.  William  Bell  in  the  chair ;  Messrs.  J.  Keith,  Gibson,  J.  R.  Bailey. 
C.  J.  Smith,  Cowan  of  C.  C.  Eay  &  Co. 

This  was  a  special  meeting  called  by  request, 

A  conversation  took  place  as  to  the  advisability  of  raising  prices,  and  a  notice 
of  motion  was  given  to  alter  prices  at  the  next  meeting  to  be  held  at  7  o'clock  Mon- 
day, the  5th  inst, 

WILLIAM  BELL,  Chairman. 


Executive  committee  meeting  held  5th  December,  1881,  (before  the  general 
meeting). 

Present:— Mr.  Wm.  Bell  in  the  chair;  Messrs.  J.  R.  Bailey,  Gibson,  Clancy, 
Cowan,  of  C.  C.  Ray  &  Co.  J'  >  ty 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Prices. 

The  notice  of  motion  to  alter  prices  was  brought  up  and  after  its  discussion  it 
was  resolved, 

That  prices  be  left  as  they  are  for  the  present. 

Beport. 

The  secretary  submitted  his  annual  report  of  the  branch  for  the  year  which  was 
passed,  to  be  read  at  the  an  anal  meeting. 

Assessment  to  Gratuity  of  Board  of  Trade. 

A  letter  was  read  by  the  secretary  received  from  the  secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  advising  another  assessment. 

Resolved,  That  the  assessment  be  collected  from  the  members  of  the  Coal  Trade 
Branch  individually  by  the  Board  of  Trade. 

THOS.  R.  WHITESIDE,  Chairman. 


Annual  meeting  held  5th  December,  1887. 

Pmenf.— Mr.  W.  Bell  in  the  chair;  Messrs.  J.  R.  Bailey,  Gibson,  Cowan, 
|tounce  ClaDcy,  McParlane,  J.  MoGill,  Jos.  Dilworth,  Cross,  J.  Aikins,  T.  R. 
Whiteeide,  Hagerman,  Cotts,  C.  J.  Smith,  Gosnell,  McDoagall,  Little,  Frost,  Sharp 
McFarlane,  Abbs  and  Coulter.  >  f 

Minutes  of  last  meeting  read  and  confirmed. 

Secretary'saccountPhowingpresentnumberof  members  of  the  branch  to  ba 
m.ld       ^'■^^"''■^'■^  haX^n^Q  in  hand,  $575.27,  were  read  and  passed,  and  ordered  to  be 

Election  of  executive  committee  for  ensuing  year  was  then  proceeded  with, 
and  the  following  nominations  were  made : -Messrs.  J.  R.  Bailey,  Elias  Rogers, 
S  Crane  R.  B.  Gibson  fConger  Go.)  and  Jas.  Cowan  (C.  G.  Ray  &  Co.)  were 
elected  by  acclamation.  j  -J 
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Nominations. 

Mr.  Mounoe  nominated  by  Mr.  Frost, 

Mr.  Teskey  nominated  by  Mr.  McFarlane. 

Mr.  Cross  nominated  by  Mr.  Clanoey. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Whiteside  nominated  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Gibson. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Thompson  nominated  by  Mr.  Coulter. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Smith  nominated  by  Mr.  R.  E.  Gibson. 

Mr.  A.  MoArthur  nominated  by  Mr.  Cotts. 

Mr.  T.  Coulter  nominated  by  Mr.  Cowan. 

Mr.  J.  Keith,  nominated  by  Mr.  J.  E,  Bailey. 

Scrutineers. 
Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Hagerman  and  Higgins  act  as  scrutineers. 

Elected. 
Messrs.  C.  J.  Smith,  T.  E.  Whiteside,  T.  Coulter  and  F.  H.  Thompson, 

The  executive  committee  then  retired  to  elect  their  officers. 
Present  .-—Messrs.  J.  E.  Bailey,  E.  B.  Gibson,  Cowan,  C.  J.  Smith,  T.  E.  White 
Bide,  T.  Coulter  and  F.  H.  Thompson. 

Election. 

Chairman— Mr.  T.  E.  Whiteside  proposed  by  Mr.  Bailey. 
Deputy  Chairman — Mr.  Cowan  proposed  by  Mr.  Gibson. 
Treasurer — Mr.  Gibson  proposed  by  Mr.  Bailey. 
Secretary — G.  W.  Wood  proposed  by  Mr.  Cowan. 

On  the  return  of  the  committee  to  the  general  meeting  the  names  of  the  officers 
■were  announced. 

Thanks. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Gibson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Cowan,  and  carried  unanimously 
a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  to  Mr.  Bell  the  late  chairman  for  his  constant 
and  faithful  attention  to  the  duties  of  that  office. 

Adjournment. 
It  having  been  moved  and  seconded  that  the  meeting  do   now  adjoarn,  it  was 
carried  unanimously. 


Executive  committee  meeting  held  13th  December,  1887. 

Pnsent.-— Mr.  T.  E.  Whiteside  in  the  chair;  Messrs.  Cowan,  Thompson  and 
Coulter. 

Minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

/.  B.  Wesfs  Assessment. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  Wills,  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  slating  that 
Mr.  West  had  paid  Nos.  7,  8,  9  ami  10  himself  when  he  was  a  member  of  the  branch 
and  he  has  applied  for  a  refund  of  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  Assessments  Nos.  7,  8,  9  be  paid,  but  not  10,  as  that  had  been 
paid  by  the  members  themselves. 

Testing  Prices. 

The  secretary  submitted  a  report  of  the  test  of  prices  he  had  made  for  the  whole 
trade  which  was  considered  satisfactory. 

Steam  Goal. 

Mr.  Cowan  gave  notice  of  motion  to  be  brought  up  at  the  next  meeting  to  fix  a 
p-ice  for  steam  coal. 
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J.  F.  Mitchell,  Oowan  Avenue,  Parkdale. 
A  letter  was  read  requesting  that  he  be  admitted  a  member  of  the  branch.    The 
Secretary  stated  he  had  been  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
Jtesolved,  That  he  be  received  as  a  member  on  the  usnal  conditions. 
Account  for  $3  of  T.  H.  Kidd  passed  and  ordered  to  be  paid. 
Besolved,  That  the  meeting  do  now  adjourn  for  the  holidays,  subject  to  the  call 
of  the  chair. 

THUS.  E.  WHITESIDE,  GMirman. 


Executive  committee  meeting  held  9th  January,  1888. 

Present: — T.  R.  Whiteside  in  the  chair;  Messrs.  C.  J.  Smith,  Cowan  and 
Thompson. 

Special. 

This  was  a  special  meeting  held  to  consider  prices. 

Prices. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Smith  gave  a  notice  of  motion,  seconded  by  Mr.  Cowan,  that  prices  be 
advanced. 

Resolved,  That  a  special  meeting  be  called  for  Thursday,  12th  inst.,  at  4  o'clock, 
for  the  discussion  of  the  motion  and  to  nominate  members  for  the  council  and  com- 
mittees of  the  Board  of  Trade  for  1888. 

THOS.  E.  WHITESIDE,  Chairman. 


General  meeting  called  for  9th  January,  1888,  but  as  there  was  no  quorum  an 
informal  meeting  was  held. 

There  were  present :  Messrs.  T.  E.  Whiteside,  C.  J.  Smith,  Pringle,  Hagerman, 
Gosneli,  Frost,  Cowan,  Grinnell,  Thompson,  Sharpe,  Cross,  Dally,  Aikens  and  W. 
Spence. 

The  question  of  advancing  prices  was  discussed,  and  the  majority  of  the  meeting 
seemed  to  be  in  favor  of  a  rise  of  25  cents  per  ton  all  round  on  hard  coal.  It  was 
thought  advisable  that  a  representative  for  the  council  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and 
each  of  the  committees  from  the  Coal  Trade  Branch  should  be  nominated,  and  it  was 
resolved  that  a  general  meeting  should  be  called  about  two  days  before  nomination 
day,  24ih  instant,  to  fix  upon  the  names. 


Executive  committee  meeting  held  12th  January,  1888. 

Present : — Mr.  Whiteside  in  the  chair  ;  Messrs.  Gibson,  Thompson,  Coulter,  C.J. 
Smith  and  Lytle. 

Special  meeting  called  to  consider  the  notice  of  motion  to  advance  prices. 

Minutes  of  meeting  of  l.^th  December,  1887,  and  9th  January,  1888,  read  andcon- 
fi^rmed. 

J.  B.  West's  Assessments. 

The  secretary  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Wills,  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trade^ 
stating  it  was  in  order  for  the  treasurer  to  pay  assessments  Nos.  6,  7,  8  and  9, 
$12.00  in  all ;  which  was  passed  and  ordered  to  be  paid. 

Albright  &  Smith. 

A  letter  was  read  received  by  the  eecietary  from  these  gentlemen,  asking 
for  a  revised  list  to  date  of  the  members  of  the  branch.  The  secretary  was  in- 
sti noted  to  furnish  them  with  the  list. 
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Frices. 

In  the  absence  of  Mr.  Cowan,  who  had  seconded  the  notice  of  motion  to  raise  . 
prices  and  who  had  given  the  notice  of  motion  to  fix  a  price  for  steam  coal,  it  was 
resolved  to  postpone  action   in  those  matters  until  the  next  regular  meeting  on 
17th  instant. 

T.  McOonnell  do  Go's  Orders. 

A  charge  was  brought  against  C.  C.  Eay  &  Co.  and  J.  R.  Bailey  &  Co.,  for  sup- 
plying orders  taken  by  this  firm  at  under  present  priced.  The  secretary  was  in- 
structed to  see  Messrs.  C.  C.  Eay  &  Co.  and  J.  E.  Bailey  &  Co.  respecting  ihe  matter 
and  ret^uest  that  they  will  be  present  at  the  next  meeting,  when  the  secretary  is  to 
report. 

Nomination  of  members  for  Board  of  Trade  Council  and  Committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  question  be  left  over  until  next  meetin*. 

THOS.  E.  WHITESIDE,  Chairman. 


Executive  committee  meeting  held   I'Zth  January,  1888. 

Present  .-—Mr.  Whiteside  in  the  chair  ;  Messrs.  Cowan,  Thompson  and  Coulter. 

T.  McConnell  &  Co.'s  Orders. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  Messrs.  C.  C.  Eay  &  Co.  admitted  taking  over  these 
orders.  Mr.  Bailey  declined  to  answer  any  questions  respecting  the  matter.  Mr. 
Cowan  (of  C.  C.  Eay  &  Co.)  was  present,  and  confirmed  the  secretary's  report 
respecting  his  firm.  ^-i         ^ 

Resolved,  That  as  the  attendance  was  small,  the  subject  was  left  over  until  next 

meeting. 

Prices. 

Consideration  of  this  was  deferred. 

Nomination  for  Committee  of  Board  of  Trade. 
Resolved,  That  the  following  be  recommended    by  the  executive  committee   for 

nomination  :  .  .       .      /^         -^x       t      /-■ 

Board  of  Trade  Council,  Mr.  Elias  Eogers  ;  Arbitration  Committee,  Jas.  Cowan; 
Industrial  Exhibition  Committee,  J.  E.  Whiteside;  Harbor  Committee,  S.  Crane. 

T.  E.  WHITESIDE,  Chairman. 


Informal  general  meeting  held  23rd  January,  1888. 

Preseni"— Mr  T.  E,  Whitoside,  Messrs.  Aikens.  Woodrow,  Gosnell,  Frost, 
Mitchell,  Daily,  Cowan,  Eiggins,  Cross,  Gerrie,  Laokie,  C.  J.  Smith  and  Vance. 

The  secretary  read  the  names  of  the  nominees  from  the  executive,  for  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Executive  committee  held  2nd  February,  1888. 

Present  :—M.T.  T.  R.   Whiteside  in  the   chair ;  Messrs.  Cowan,  tribson  ana  O,  J, 

Smith. 

Minutes  of  last  meeting  read  and   confirmed. 

Be  T.  McConnell  &  Co.'s  order,  and  G.  C.  Bay  &Co.,  and  J.  R.  Bailey  <k  Co. 
Messrs.  C.  C.  Eay  &  Co.  having   acknowledged,  and   Messrs  J.  E  Bailey  &  Co 
having  been  reported  taking  over  a  number  of  orders  taken  by  1.  McConnell  &  Co. 
at  $6,  stove  and  chestnut, 
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Resolved,  That  they  each    be   fined  $10  for  so  doing,  which  is  a  breach  of  the 
rules  of  the  branch. 

Messrs.  C.  C.  Eay  &  Co.  promised  to  furnish   the  committee  with  a  list  of  the 
■orders  so  taken. 

THOS.  E.  WHITESIDE,  Chairman. 


Executive  committee  meeting  held  '7th  January,  1888. 

Present: — Mr.  T.  K.  Whiteside  in  the  chair;  Messrs.  Gibson,  Coulter,  Cowan, 
F.  H.  Thompson  and  B,  Rogers. 

Minutes  of  last  meeting  read  and  confirmed. 

The  secretary  reported  that  Messrs.  C.  C.  Eay  &  Co.  had  paid  their  fine  of  SIO, 
re  T.  McCoonell  &  Uo.'s  orders.  Mr.  Cowan  who  was  present  stated  to  the  meeting 
that  he  had  not  had  time  to  prepare  the  list  of  these  orders,  but  would  do  so  this  week. 

Prices  to  farmers.     Nolice  of  motion  to  reduce  prices  to  farmers  was  made. 

J.  R.  Bailey  &  Go.,  and  T.  McOonneU  <k  Go .  city  contract. 

Whereas  Messrs.  J  E,  Eailey  &  Co.  have  taken  over  this  contract  at  below  cur- 
rent prices  tif>m  T.  McConnell  &  Co.,  who  i.**  in  default,  it  is  resolved. 
That  Messrs.  J.  E.  Bailey  &  Co.  be  fined  $  0.— Carried. 

A.  A.  Stinson. 

Resolved,  that  if  he  be  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  good  standing,  his 
name  be  again  entered  on  the  list  of  membership  of  the  Branch. 

THOS.  E.  WHITESIDE,  Ghairman. 


Special  meeting  of  the  executive  committee  held  Ist  March,  188S. 
Present: — Mr.  Whiteside  in  the  chair;  Messrs.  Cowan,  Eogers  and  Gibson. 
Minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Sympathy  to  Mrs.  Fairhank  and  Family. 

Moved  by  Mr.  B.  Eogers,  seconded  by  Mr.  Cowan,  and  carried  unanimously:— 
That  this  aasocation,  in  memory  of  the  late  Harvey  L.  Pairbank,  president  of 
the  Conger  Coal  Co.,  express  their  deep  senwe  of  his  noble  character  and  the  great 
loss  sustained  by  his  removal.  It  is  only  about  two  years  since  he  first  came  to 
Toronto,  yet  in  that  time  his  honest,  upright  courseand  genial  manner  have  won,  we 
believe,  the  esteem  and  respect  of  uU  who  knew  him.  We  deeply  sympathiza  with 
his  widow  and  family  in  the  sore  bereavement  which  has  come  to  them  and  would 
■commend  them  to  that  G-od  in  whom  he  trusted,  whose  promitej  are  sure  and  whose 
peace  abideth  for  ever. 

Resolved,  further,  That  this  resolution  be  engrossed,  and   that   copies  be  sent  to 
the  bereaved  widow  and  mother. 


EXHIBIT  3i6. 

COPY  OF  CONSTITUTION,  BY-LAWS  AND  SPECIAL  EULES  OP  THE  COAL 

TEADE  BEANCH  OF  THE  TOROxNTO  BOARD  OP  TRADE. 

Submitted  by  Mr.  G.  W.  Wood,  secretary,  in  his  evidence  before  the  Committee,  23rd 
March,  1888,  as  the  recognized  regulations  by  which  the  Goal  Trade  Branch  of  the 
Toronto  Board  of  Trade  was  governed  to  date. 


CONSTITUTION. 


Article  L— This   Association  shall    be  known  as  the  Coal  Trade    Branch  of  the 
Toronto  Board  of  Trade,  and  shall  be  composed  of  such  coal  dealers  as  are  members 
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■of  the  said  board,  and  who  are  duly  elected  monibors  of  the  branch  by  a  majority 
of  the  members  present  at  a  properly  constituted  meeting  thereof,  and  who  shall 
have  paid  their  initiation  fee  to  the  said  branch.  The  amount  to  ba  paid  as  initiation 
fee  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars,  and  a  register  shall  be  kept  of  tho 
names  of  the  members  enrolled  from  time  to  time. 

Article  11. — The  officers  of  the  branch  shall  be  an  executive  committee,  consis- 
ting of  nine  members,  of  whom  fiye  shall  be  owners  or  lessees  of  docks  and  yards  in 
the  city  of  Toronto,  and  four  who  have  yards  in  the  city  of  Toronto,  but  who  need 
not  have  docks.  Only  one  member  of  each  firm  shall  be  eligible  as  a  member  of  thp 
executive  committee.     Four  shall  form  a  quorum. 

Article  III. — The  executive  committee  shall  be  elected  annually  by  ballot,  at 
the  annual  meeting  to  be  held  in  December  in  each  year,  of  which  due  notice  shall 
be  given  by  the  secretary. 

Article  IV. — The  executive  committee,  immediately  after  this  election,  shall 
■elect  from  among  their  number  a  chairman,  deputy-chairman  and  treasurer,  who 
shall  hold  their  respective  offices  until  others  shall  be  elected  at  the  next  annual 
meeting  in  December  in  their  stead,  or  until  they  shall  ba  removed  from  office  or 
shall  vacate  the  same,  and  shall  also  appoint  a  secretary,  who  shall  hold  office  during 
pleasure  of  the  committee. 

Article  V. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  executive  committee  to  pass  such  special 
rules  and  resolutions  as  may  from  time  to  time    be  deemed  necessary  in  the  interest 
of  the  trade. 

Article  VI. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  executive  committee  further  to  nx 
prices  for  coal,  and  change  the  same  from  time  to  time  as  in  their  judgment  the  best 
interests  of  the  trade  demand,  and  instruct  the  secretary  to  notify  all  the  members  of 
the  branch  promptly  of  such  action,  and  the  prices  so  fixed  shall  be  the  prices  at  which 
■coal  shall  be  sold  by  all  the  members  of  this  branch,  and  not  otherwise,  and  the  exe- 
cutive committee  comes  under  an  obligation  to  submit  at  any  time,  at  the  request  of 
the  council  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  for  its  consideration,  a  statement  showing  the  per- 
centage of  profi.  being  made  by  members  of  the  branch,  and  the  council  may  make 

a  deliverance  thereon.  ,  •     .1.         1  u„„; 

Article  VII.— The  secretary  «hall  not  be  interested  or  engaged  in  the  coal  busi- 
ness, and  shall  be  paid  for  his  services.  ^v,    «  „4- 

Article  VIII.— The  regular  meeting  of  the  branch  shall  be  held  on  the  first 
Monday  in  each  month,  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  executive  may  direct,  ihe 
executive  committee  shall  meet  on  Tuesday  of  each  week  at  foar  p.m. 

Article  IX  —Special  meetings  of  the  branch  or  executive  committee  may  De 
oalled  by  the  chairman  at  any  time,  and  must  be  called  by  him  upon  a  written  re- 
quest of  three  members  in  the  case  of  the  executive  committee,  and  seven  members 
in  the  case  of  the  branch.  ,      ,    „  „„  .  „ -„ 

Article  X  -The  executive  committee  of  the  branch  shall  fill  any  vacancies  in 
their  number  arising  from  any  cause,  who  w,ll  hold  office  until  ^^xt  election 

Article  XI  —All  motions  and  resolutions  of  the  branch  shall  be  decided  by  a 
maiority  of  the  members  present,  and  fifteen  members  shall  constitute  a  qioram. 

Article  XII  -The  constitution  or  by  laws  of  the  branch  may  be  altered  or  amend- 
ed at  any  of  the  executive  committee  meetings,  on  notice  to  that  ««««' ^^^^'^"g  ^«^ 
given  at  a  previous  meeting,  such  alteration  or  amendment  to  the  constitution  or  by- 
laws  being  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  council  of  the  Board  of  Trade . 

Ardc!eXlII.-Any  charges  of  violation  of  the  constitution,  by-^^s  or  rules  o 
the  btanctmust  be  reported  to  the  secretary  in  writing,  and  it  shall  be  h,s  duty  t 
investigate  such  charges  under  instructions  from  the  executive  "^o-^f^  «;>  ^\;'^^' 
be  his  nrivilege  to  examine  the  books  of  the  accused  ;  he  shall  also  be  allowed  to  re 
^uir^fCthf  accused  a  written  denial  to  the  charges  F^^^^f  ^^;  «^ -//rm\Sat  o 
same     In  the  event  of  any  accused  member  either  refusing  to  permit  an  exaniinaiior 

""fs  books  by  the   seoretLy,  or   refusing  to  S^- %-'"«\ttiTthTobarS 
charges,  it  will  be  assumed  as  an  acknowledgment  of  the  correctness  of  the  obargei 

made. 
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Article  XIV. — The  secretary's  report  in  reference  to  any  alleged  violation  of  the 
rules  or  by-laws  of  the  branch,  shall  be  made  in  writing  to  the  executive  committee. 
In  case  stich  committee  shall  decide  that  any  such  charge  so  preferred  is  sustained, 
the  member  so  found  to  have  violated  any  of  the  rules  of  the  branch  shall  be  deemed 
in  default,  and  liable  to  suspension  or  expulsion  by  a  vote  of  the  executive  commit- 
tee. An  expelled  member  shall  forfeit  all  claim  on  the  funds  of  the  branch.  Any 
member  so  suspended  or  expelled,  deeming  himself  aggrieved,  shall  have  the  right  of 
appeal  first  to  the  branch,  or  subsequently  to  the  council  of  the  Board  of  Trade  ;  such 
appeal  must  be  made  in  wrij^ing,  addressed  to  the  secretary,  and  the  decision  of  the 
council  shall  be  final. 

BT-LAWS. 

I. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  chairman  to  preside  at  the  meetings  of  the  branch, 
and  during  his  absence  the  duty  shall  fall  upon  the  deputy-chairman. 

II. — The  secretary  shall  keep  full  minutes  of  the  meetings  of  the  branch,  con- 
duct its  correspondence,  and  prepare  its  annual  report  under  the  direction  of  the 
executive  committee. 

III. — The  treasurer  shall  take  charge  of  the  funds  of  the  branch,  disburse  the 
same  on  the  order  of  the  executive  committee,  countersigned  by  the  chairman,  and 
shall  report  at  all  regular  meetings,  and  his  accounts  shall  be  open  to  inspection  at 
all  proper  times. 

IV. — No  proxy  vote  shall  be  allowed. 

V. — At  all  meetings  of  the  branch  or  executive  committee,  the  following  shall' 
be  the  order  of  business  when  not  changed  by  the   chairman  or  deputy-chairman : — 

Call  to  order. 

Beading  minutes  of  previous  meeting  (which  may  be  dispensed  with  by 
resolution). 

Reports  of  secretary  and  treasurer. 

Unfinished  business. 

General  business. 

VI. — Every  member  of  the  executive  who  may  have  occasion  to  speak,  shall 
rise  and  addre-s  the  chair.  All  motions  shall  be  made  in  writing.  No  person  shall 
interrupt  another  while  speaking,  and  all  persons  who  may  have  once  spoken  to  any 
motion  shall,  prior  to  speaking  again,  obtain  permission  from  the  presiding  officer. 
It  shall  be  lawful,  however,  for  the  presiding  officer  at  any  period  of  the  meeting  to 
announce  that  the  subject  is  open  for  conversational  discussion,  and  in  such  case  this 
rule  shall  not  apply. 

VIL— The  presiding  officer  shall  be  judge  of  all  questions  of  order  and  procednre,^ 
and  when  the  rules  of  the  branch,  or  cf  propriety,  are  infringed  upon,  he  may  call 
to  order  the  transgressing  member,  who  shall  thereupon  take  his  seat ;  but  any 
member  may  appeal  to  the  branch,  and  if  seconded  in  such  an  appeal,  the  majority 
of  the  members  present  shall  decide. 

VIII.— All  rules  of  order  or  proceedings  provided  for  by  this  constitution  and. 
by-laws  shall  be  held  to  by  the  branch  and  the  executive  committee,  as  far  as  they 
may  be  applicable. 

121. — All  coal  shall  be  sold  direct  by  dealers  themselves  or  their  regular  salaried' 
employees,  and  all  such  salaried  salesmen  shall  be  duly  reported  to  the  executive 
committee  for  their  approval.  No  commissions  or  rebates  shall  be  allowed  directly, 
or  indirectly,  to  middle  men  or  others. 

SPECIAL   RULES. 

I— Any  member  of  the  branch  who  shall  sell,  vend,  barter  or  exchange,  or- 
offer  to  sell,  vend,  barter  or  exchange,  or  snfi'er  or  permit  a  member  or  members  of 
any  firm,  company  or  association  of  which  he  is  a  member,  or  any  workman,  employee, 
or  agent  employed  by  him  or  any  such  firm,  company  or  association  to  sell,  vend, 
barter  or  exchange,  or  offer  to  sell,  vend,  barter  or  exchange,  anthracite  coal  or 
bituminous  coal,  or  wood  in  connection  with  anthracite   coal,  to  or  with  any  person 
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firm,  corporation,  society,  institution  or  other  body  whatsoever,  within  the  limits  of 
the  city  of  Toronto,  or  within  a  radius  of  five  miles  thereof,  at  a  leaser  price  or  sum 
or  rate  than  the  price,  sum,  or  rate  from  time  to  time  fixed  by  the  executive  com- 
mittee, or  otherwise  in  violation  of  the  rules  and  regulations  made  by  said  commit- 
tee in  reference  to  the  sale  of  anthracite  coal,  or  bituminous  coal  or  wood  in  con- 
nection with  anthracite  coal,  shall,  for  the  first  breach  or  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  a 
fine  of  not  less  than  8100,  which  shall  ba  payable  forthwith  to  the  treasurer,  and 
shall  form  part  of  the  general  funds  of  the  branch ;  and  in  case  of  a  second  breach  or 
•offence,  or  in  case  of  the  non- payment  of  the  said  fine  for  a  first  offence,  shall  forth- 
with be  expelled  by  said  committee  from  the  branch. 

The  investigation  into  any  charges  against  a  member  for  violation  of  this  bv-law 
shall  be  subject  to  the  provisions  of  Articles  XIII  and  XIV  of  the  constitution,  save 
as  herein  otherwise  provided. 

II. — Bach  member  shall  forthwith,  and  any  proposed  member  shall,  prior  to 
Ms  aumission  into  the  branch,  make  a  solemn  statutory  aflarmation  or  declaration 
■  before  a  commissioner  for  taking  affidavits,  &o.,  to  the  effect,  or  in  the  words  here- 
under written  ;  and  such  affirmations  or  declarations,  when  so  made  or  affirmed,  shall 
be  delivered  to,  and  kept  by  the  secretary,  subject  to  the  order  of  the  executive 
committee. 

Any  member  refusing  to  make  such  affirmation  or  declaration  shall  be  liable  to 
-expulsion  by  a  vote  of  the  executive  committee. 

Statutory  Declaration. 

"  I  have  carefully  read  the  constitution  and  by-laws  and  special  rules  of  the  asso- 
ciation known  as  the  Coal  Trade  Branch  of  the  Toronto  Board  of  Trade,  and  that  I 
will,  so  long  as  I  continue  a  member  of  said  association,  truly,  faithfully  and  honestly 
observe,  perform  and  keep  the  provisions  and  terms  thereof,  and  shall  not  commit 
or  attempt  to  commit  or  allow  others  on  my  behalf  to  commit  or  attempt  to  commit 
any  secret  or  other  evasion  or  violation  thereof." 

III.— Clubs  for  delivery  at  different  places  got  up  by  churches,  societies,  fac- 
tories, institutions,  employees  or  others  shall  not  be  taken  except  at  regular  card 
rates,  and  no  concessions  given  any  officer,  school  teacher  or  others. 

IV. — Delivery  to  be  considered  finished  when  coal  is  damped  down,  or  where 
cart  can  get  easily  alongside  and  carter  shovel  off;  extra  work  beyond  this  charged 
at  25  cents  per  ton,  and  no  employee  to  do  extra  woik  for  a  fee. 

V. — Bagging  or  basketing  coal  charged  for  at  the  rate  of  40  cents  per  ton. 

VI.— No  order  shall  be  entered  for  an  indefinite  quantity  for  future  delivery, 
but  shall  be  for  a  fixed  quantity. 

711.— Selling  price  as  fixed  from  time  to  time  shall  be  made  public  by  card  of 
prices  hung  up  in  each  office. 

VIII. — Coal  taken  from  yards  by  farmers  or  others  outside  of  regular  dealers 
shall  be  sold  at  rate  of  not  more  than  40  cents  per  ton  under  current  card  prices. 

June,  1886. 


Ottawa,  23rd  March,  1888. 

Dear  Sir,— It  has  occurred  to  me  since  giving  my  evidence  this  morning  that 
7on  asked  me  the  question  if  the  moneys  received  from  the  premiums  on  oontracta 
for  last  year  were  divided  amongst  all  the  importers  (less  J),  and  I,  without  thmk- 
ing,  answered  in  the  affirmative.  I  should  have  named  thai  Mr.  Eogers,  on  account 
of  being  in  the  council,  refused  to  take  his  share  of  the  premium  on  the  city  con- 
tract ($600).  „ 

Yours  truly, 

G.  W.  WOOD. 
N.  Clarke  Wallace,  Esq.,  M.P. 
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EXHIBIT  35a, 

COPY  OF  ARTICLES  OF  AGEEBMENT  BETWEEN  CHISHOLM,  PAEEISH 
&  CO.,  BUFFALO,  iV.  Y  ,  OF  THE  ONE  PAET,  AND  T.  McCONNBLL  & 
CO.,  lORONJ  O,  OP  THE  OTHER  PART. 

Toronto,  2  let  July,  1887. 
Messrs.  T,  McConnell  &  Co.,  Toronto. 

Deab  Sir, — We  will  furnish  you  fifteen  thousand  tons  of  coal  of  fully  as  good  a 
quality  as  last  year,  only  it  to  be  well  screened  and  cleaner  than  last  year,  delivered 
in  your  sheds  on  your  dock  west  of  Yonge  Street,  Toronto,  at  four  dollars  and  sixteen 
cents  per  net  ton  (via  Lake  Ontario)  ;  the  charges  from  Charlotte,  Fair  Haven,  Oswego 
or  Sodus  are  to  be  as  follows  :  Freight  25  cents  per  ton,  harbor  dues  5  cents  per  ton 
and  discharging  25  cents  per  ton;  all  other  charges  or  advances  on  above  charges 
you  are  to  pay. 

We  agree  to  deliver  fifteen  thousand  tons  during  the  months  of  July  and  August, 
1887.  It  is  understood  we  are  not  to  be  charged  back,  or  any  claim  made  on  us  for 
any  deduction  without  we  are  notified  on  arrival  of  vessel. 

We  will  guarantee  weights  on  condition  that  the  weigh  master  be  a  disinterested 
party. 

The  terms  of  payment  are  to  be  as  follows  :  Three  dollars  per  ton  cash  after  the 
unloading  of  each  vessel  separately.  Balance  to  be  paid  by  notes  on  every  three  or 
four  cargoes  or  at  the  end  of  the  month.  Notes  to  be  drawn  at  three  months  without 
interest,  cash  and  notes  to  be  deposited  to  Cbisholm  &  Parrish's  credit  here  at  the 
Quebec  Bank,  Toronto. 

You  to  give  us  a  second  warehouse  receipt  on  the  coal  as  soon  as  the  contract  is 
completed,  the  full  fifteen  thousand  tons  delivered. 

We  allowing  you  to  take  from  the  pile  as  high  as  one  thousand  tons  of  coal  but 
not  allowing  you  to  take  more  without  payment  of  the  one  thousand  tons  already 
taken,  that  is  at  one  dollar  and  sisteen  cents  per  ton. 

The  disinterested  party  who  weighed  the  coal  in,  or  some  one  satisfactory  to 
both  of  us,  to  weigh  the  same  going  out  and  to  send  us  statement  of  weights  daily  or 
weekly. 


B. 

Toronto,  8th  July,  1886. 
Messrs.  Chisholm   &  Pabrish,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Gentlemen, — We  received  your  telegram  asking  depth  of  water  at  our  dock, 
we  answered  from  ten  to  eleven  feet,  also  that  you  might  ship  three  vessels  per 
week  until  our  supnly  is  in.  We  have  secured  a  gang  of  men  who  can  unload  that 
quantity  easily.  Now,  so  that  we  may  understand  each  other  fully  in  the  bargain 
that  we  made  about  coal,  I  understand  that  we  are  to  have  ten  thousand  tons  half 
stove  and  half  nut  coal  at  four  dollars  and  twenty- five  cents  per  net  ton  on  our  carts  here 
figured  in  this  way:  Freight  20  cents,  harbor  dues  5  cents,  hoisting  20  cents,  dock- 
age 7  cents,  and  duty  60  cents.  In  case  of  freight  going  up  we  have  agreed  to  bear 
the  extra  raise  of  same,  except  there  come  a  raise  of  freight  before  we  get  our 
quantity  in  at  four  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents  net  cost  in  our  store  delivered,  except- 
ing the  carting  which  we  do  with  our  own  horses.  Grate  and  egs:  coal  twenty-fiv© 
cents  less  than  above  prices.  Terms  of  payment  one-half  cash,  the'bther  half  as  coal 
is  sold.  Chisholm  &  Parrish  to  have  a  warehouse  receipt  for  the  quantity  stored 
on  dock  but  not  for  quantity  stored  in  new  building,  but  with  an  understanding  I  am 
to  take  from  quantity  on  dock  what  I  need  to  fill  my  orders  and  at  the  15th  of  each 
month  all  that  is  taken  from  the  pile  is  to  be  paid  for  in  full,  and  I  am  not  to  pay 
any  interest  on  first  three  months.  We  will  take  one  thousand  tons  grate  and  egg, 
\aaking  eleven  thousand  tons  in  all.  Please  ship  one  vetsel  of  grate  and  one  of  egg  a^ 
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soon  as  convenient.    Please  confirm  this  letter  by  writing  us  an  answer  by  return  of 
mail . 

Tours  respectfully, 

T.  MoCONNBLL  &  CO. 


EXHIBIT  36a. 

EooHESTBR,  N.Y.,  1st  July,  1887. 

For  the  present  the  following  prices  are  fixed  for  Wilkesbarre  and  Pittston 
anthracite  coals,  subject  to  conditions  named  in  this  circular,  delivered. 

Gross  Ton,       Net  Ton, 
2,240  lbs.  2,000. 

fBroken $4  00  $3  57 

ch„,o.„.  F.O.B.      ■!&:::;;;■:;:■:::•:•.•.•.•.■:    tS?     l^l 

{Nut 4  25  3  79 

Shipments  made  from  all  the  mines  owned  and  controlled  by  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Coal  Company,  including  the  Henry,  Prospect,  Exeter,  Midvale,  Ontario,  Alden,  Dor- 
rence  and  the  celebrated  Wyoming  Colliery,  also  from  the  mines  ol  the  Franklin  Coal 
Company. 

Conditions  of  the  sale  and  shipment  of  coal. 

Terms  cash.     Settlement  to  be  made  within  thirty  days  of  the  date  of  shipment* 
The  coal  is  designated  by  the  names  within  stated,  which  names  are  referred  to 
and  used  in  selling  or  stating  price. 

Price  of  coal  will  be  fixed  by  circulars  from  lime  to  time  and  all  coal  will  be 
charged  at  the  circular  prices  at  ihe  lime  of  shipment,  regardkss  of  dale  of  order. 

Coal  delivered  in  and  from  cars,  boats,  or  lake  vessels,  will  be  sold  at  the  in- 
voice weights,  as  way-billed  at  the  place  of  shipment. 

Yours  truly, 

A.  G.  TATE3. 


B. 

The  Delaware,  Lackawanna  and  Western  Eailroad  Company, 

Coal  Department,  agency  at  Oswego,  N,Y.,  IstNovember,  18E7. 

Messrs.  Hargrapt  &  Co.,  Cobourg. 

Gentlemen, —  Our  prices  to-day  are  $4.75  per  gross  ton  (f.o.b.)  for  grate  and 
egg,  and  $5  tor  stove  and  chesnut,  with  26  cents  per  ton  ofl:  to  regular  customers. 
These  prices  are  subject  to  change  at  any  time  without  notice. 

A.  G.COOK,  ^^ent 


Agency,  Oswego,  N.T.,  29th  April,  1887. 
Messrs.  Hargraft  &  Co.,  Cobourg. 

The  prices  of  Scranton  coal  for  shipment  during  the  month  of  May  will  be  as 
below  on  board  vessels  at  Oswego,  N.Y. : — Lump,  83.80  per  gross  ton ;  Grate,  $3.80 
per  gross  ton ;  Egg,  $3.90  per  gross  ton  ;  Stove,  $4.25  per  gross  ton ;  Chestnut,  $4.25 
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per  gross  ton.     Tour  order  is  solicited  subject  to  the  terms  and   conditions   printed 
on  the  opposite  page. 

A.  G.  COOK,  Agent. 

Lump,  f.ob.,  $3.80.     Add  for  freight,  duty,  unloading,  &c.,  81.75.     Total  cost 
at  Cobourg,  $5.55. 


D. 

Agency,  Oswego,  N.  T.,  31st  May,  1887. 
Messrs.  Haegraft  &  Co.,  Cobourg. 

The  prices  of  Scranton  coal  for  shipment  daring  the  month  of  June  will  .be  as 
below  on  board  vessels  at  Oswego,  N.  Y. : — Lump,  $00  per  gross  ton  ;  grate,  $3.90 
per  gross  ton;  egg,  $3.90  per  gross  ton  ;  stove,  4.25  per  gross  ton;  chestnut,  $4.25 
per  gross  ton.  Your  order  is  solicited  subject  to  the  terms  and  conditions  printed 
on  the  opposite  page. 

A.  G.  COOK,  Agent. 


E. 

AsENOY,  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  1st  July,  1886. 
Messrs.  Hargraft  &  Co.,  Cobourg. 

The  prices  of  Scranton  coal  for  shipment  daring  the  month  of  July  will  be  as 
below  on  board  vessels  at  Oswego,  N.  Y. : — Lump,  $00  per  gross  ton  ;  grate,  $3.60 
per  gross  ton  ;  egg,  $3.60  per  gross  ton  ;  stove,  $3.85  per  gross  ton ;  chestnut,  $3.85 
per  gross  ton.  Your  order  is  solicited  subject  to  the  terms  and  conditions  printed  oa 
the  opposite  page. 

A.  G.  COOK,  Agent. 


Agency,  Oswego,  N.  Y,  29th  July,  1886. 
Messrs.  Hargbaft  &  Co.,  Cobourg. 

The  prices  of  Scranton  coal  for  shipment  from  date  and  during  the  month  of  Au- 
gust will  be  as  below  on  board  vessels  at  Oswego,  N.  Y. : — Lump,  $00  per  gross  ton ; 
grate,  $3.75  per  gross  ton  ;  egg,  $3.75  per  gross  ton ;  stove,  $4  00  per  gross  ton ;  chest- 
nut, $4  GO  per  gross  ton.  Your  order  is  solicited  subject  to  the  terms  and  conditions 
printed  on  the  opposite  page. 

A.  G.  COOK,  Agent. 

G. 

Agency,  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  1st  September,  1886, 
Messrs.  Hargbaft  &  Co.,  Cobourg. 

The  prices  of  Scranton  coal  for  shipment  during  the  month  of  September  will  be 
as  below  on  board  vessels  at  Oswego,  N.  Y. :— Lamp,  $00  per  gross  ton ;  Grate,  $4 
per  gross  ton;  egg,  $1  per  gross  ton  ;  stove,  $4.25  per  gross  ton;  chestnut  $4.25 
per  gross  ton.  Your  order  is  solicited  subject  to  the  terms  and  conditions  printed  on 
the  opposite  page. 

A.  G.  COOK,  Agent. 
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-M  XT  p  ^  Agenot,  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  let  October,  1886. 

Messrs.  Harqraft  &  Co  ,  Cobourg. 

The  prices  of  Soranton  coal  for  shipmont  during  the  month  of  October  will  be  as 
below  on  board  vessels  at  Oswego,  N.  Y.  :-Lump,  «4.02  per  gross  ton  ;  grate,  $4.25 
per  gross  ton  ;  egg,  84.^5  per  gross  ton  ;  stove,  $4.50  per  gross  ton;  chestnut,  $4.50 
per  gross  ton.  Your  order  is  solicited  subject  to  the  terms  and  conditions  printed 
on  the  opposite  page.  ^ 

A.  G.  COOK,  Agent. 
As  above :— Lump   f.  o.  h:,   $4.02.     Add,   for   freight,   duty,    wharfage,    labor 
screening,  rent,  interest,  cartage,  &o.,  $1.90.    Gross  cost  of  delivery  to  consumer  at 
"^Cobourg,  $5.92. 


I 

Corrected  Circular. 

0  ^      ^  ,  Agency,  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  1st  August,  1887. 

Messrs.  HAKoaAri  &  Co.,  Oobourg, 

The  prices  of  Scranton  coal  tor  shipment  daring  the  month  of  August  will  be  as 
below  on  board  vessels  at  Oswego,  N.  Y. :— Grate,  $4.25  per  gross  ton  ;  egg,  $4.25 
per  gross  ton ;  stove,  84.50  per  gross  ton  ;  chestnut,  $4.50  per  gross  ton.  Your  order 
>is  solicited  subject  to  the  terms  and  conditions  printed  on  the  opposite  page. 

A.  G.  COOK,  Agent. 


EXHIBIT  37a. 

BY-LAWS  AND  EULBS  GOVERNING  THE  LONDON  COAL  EXCHANGE 

OP  LONDON,  ONT. 

Organized  1884. 

Executive  :— President,  George  Eendell;  Vice-President,  Wm.  Bowman;  Sec- 
retary-Treasurer, A.  D,  Cameron ;  D.  McDonald,  J.  P.  O'Byrne,  James  Sloan,  Chas. 
B.  Hunt. 

PEEAMBLE. 

Whereas,  that  at  a  meeting  of  a  deputation  from  the  Western  Anthracite  joint 
committee,  from  BufiFalo,  composed  of  Messrs.  J.  J.  Mc Williams,  T.  G.  Smith,  0.  M. 
Underbill  and  J.  H.  Horton,  held  at  the  Teoumseh  House,  city  of  London,  on  Tues- 
day, 12th  August,  1884,  to  confer  with  the  local  dealers  in  regard  to  the  coal  interest 
generally,  and  London  in  particular,  it  was  agreed  that  an  exchange  should  be 
formed  by  the  London  coal  importers,  and  to  be  known  as  the  "  London  Coal 
Exchange,"  whose  object  shall  be  to  regulate  prices  from  time  to  time,  and  other- 
wise protect  the  trade  ;  also,  by  its  executive,  to  hear  and  determine  upon  all  com- 
plaints or  irregularities  by  any  member  or  members  of  the  exchange,  when  such 
■complaints  or  irregularities  have  been  properly  made  in  writing,  to  investigate 
same,  and  if  sustained  by  evidence  adduced,  shall  report  the  same  to  the  committee 
at  Buffalo,  who  have  undertaken  and  pledged  themselves  to  carry  out  their  part  of 
the  arrangement ;  which  is,  that  supplies  to  the  dealer  or  dealers  found  so  violating 
the  rules,  shall  be  immediately  stopped.  Party  charged  with  so  violating,  and 
refusing  to  give  the  executive  the  information  they  demand,  shall  be  considered 
-conclusive  evidence  that  the  charge  is  well  founded,  and  shall  be  dealt  with, 
accordingly. 
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In  accordance,  therefore,  with  the  foregoing,  an  exchange  has  been  formed,, 
and  the  by-laws  and  rales  of  said  exchange  are  hereunto  annexed  and  signed  by  its 
members. 

BY-LAWS. 

Name. — The  name  of  this  association  shall  be  the  "  London  Coal  Exchange." 

Management. — To  consist  of  an  executive  committee  of  seven  of  its  members, 
who  shall  be  importers,  and  shall  be  elected  annually  by  the  exchange ;  said  execu- 
tive committee  to  have  the  power  to  fill  any  vacancy  that  may  occur  during  the 
year. 

Election. — The  executive  shall  elect  from  their  number  a  president,  vice-presi- 
dent and  secretary,  and  four  shall  form  a  quorum  at  its  meetings. 

Duties. — The  executive  committee  to  have  a  general  oversight  of  the  business, 
make  any  changes  in  prices,  and  deal  with  all  the  matters  affecting  the  business  of 
the  exchange.  A  majority  of  its  members  voting  yea  or  nay,  shall  decide  any  ques- 
tion ;  and  the  secretary  shall  promptly  notify  in  writing  every  member  of  the 
exchange  of  any  alteration  in  prices. 

The  president  shall  have  power  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  executive,  when  deemed 
necessary  by  him,  or  when  requested  by  any  two  members  of  the  executive. 

Voting. — All  voting  at  meetings  of  either  the  executive  committee  or  tbe 
exchange,  shall  be  by  ballot. 

When  a  member  has  partners  in  business,  it  is  understood  and  agreed  that  in 
case  of  absence,  he  may  be  represented  by  one  of  his  partners  at  meetings  of  either 
execE tive  or  exchange ;  but  in  any  case  the  firm  shall  have  but  one  vote.  A 
majoiity  vote  of  the  members  present  to  be  final. 

Members'  Fees. — All  members  of  the  association  or  exchange,  shall  pay  an 
annual  fee  of  $5  to  the  secretary,  who  shall  deposit  the  amount  so  paid  him,  in  some 
chartered  bank  or  loan  society,  to  the  credit  of  the  exchange,  and  shall  only  be  drawn 
therelrom  by  cheque,  signed  by  the  president  and  countersigned  by  the  secretary. 

New  Members. — Any  dealer  desirous  of  joining  the  "  exchange,"  must  submit 
his  application  in  writing,  endorsed  by  a  member  of  said  exchange,  and  accompanied 
by  the  membership  fee.  He  must  be  approved  of  by  four  members  of  the  executive 
to  render  him  eligible  for  membership,  and  upon  being  duly  elected,  shall  sign 
by-laws  and  rules. 

Meetings.-— All  meetings  of  the  exchange  shall  be  held  at  the  place  named  in 
the  notice  calling  such.  Special  meetings  shall  be  called  only  upon  the  written 
reqnebt  of  three  of  its  members,  stating  its  object;  and  the  secretary  in  giving 
notice  thereof,  shall  state  therein  for  what  purpose  said  meeting  is  called.  Annual 
meetings  of  the  exchange  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  tbe  month  of  April 
in  each  year,  and  tvery  member  shall  be  notified  by  the  secretary,  per  circular,  at 
least  five  days  prior  thereto. 

A  book  shall  be  provided,  in  which  a  true  and  faithful  record  of  the  minutes  and 
proceedings  at  meetings  of  the  exchange  and  executive  shall  be  entered,  including — 
first,  the  by-laws,  rules,  &c.,  together  with  the  signatures  of  all  the  members  of  the 
lExchange. 

Eemuneration.— The  secretary  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  exchange, 
Buch  sum  or  sums  as  the  exchange  may  vote  for  his  services. 

RULES. 

Contracts. — All  members  of  the  exchange  shall  be  entitled  to  bid  for  contracts 
at  uniform  prices,  as  arranged  by  the  executive. 

Prices.— The  prices  at  the  opening  of  the  season  shall  be  determined  by  the  ex- 
change at  its  first  annual  meeting,  and  any  change  thereafter  by  the  executive. 
Ealf  tons  to  be  the  same  in  proportion  as  tons,  and  quarter  tons  10  cents  additional. 

No  change  in  prices  shall  be  made  from  the  figures  decided  upon  at  any  previoua 
meeting  upon  any  pretext  whatever,  without  first  calling  the  executive  together. 
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All  quotations  or  offers  outstanding  at  the  time  the  executive  have  determined 
upon  a  change  in  prices,  shall  be  immediately  cancelled,  that  is,  no  quotation  or  offer 
made  shall  be  left  open  for  acceptance  beyond  the  period  of  meeting,  of  which  dealers 
have  received  notice. 

No  order  shall  be  accepted  and  entered  for  an  indefinite  quantity  for  future  de- 
livery, but  shall  be  lor  a  fixed  quantity  ;  and  prices  for  the  season  shall  not  be  given 
guaranteeing  coal  at  one  price,  unless  paid  for  in  advance,  except  to  the  colleges, 
public  schools  or  city  corporation. 

Parties  teaming  coal  from  yards,  to  be  allowed  30  cents  per  ton  off  current  rates 
for  so  doing. 

Prices  to  manufacturers  for  anthracite  coal,  shall  be  current  rates,  or  as  regu- 
lated from  time  to  time  by  the  executive. 

Ordinary  retail  sales  shall  be  for  cash ;  and  interest  on  all  other  sales  shall  be 
charged  after  30  days,  at  the  rate  of  seven  per  cent,  per  annum. 


B. 

Statements  of  cost  of  coal  af  London,  for  four  months  of  1887  and  two  months  of  1888,. 
hy  Hunt  Brothers,  Goal  and  Commission  Agents,  per  W.  Bowman. 

London,  Ont.,  2nd  April,  1888. 
Coal  in  June  and  July,  1887,  cost  as  follows  : — 
Grate  and  Egg.  Stove,   No.  4  and  Chestnut,- 

?3  53  net. (Per  gross  ton,  $3.95) (gross  ton,  $4.30)  $3  84  net. 

0  90 Freight 0  90 

0  15 Unloading 0  15 

0  25 Slack  and  screening G  25 

0  30 Teaming 0  30 


$5  13 Cost  delivered $5  44 


$6  30 Selling  price  in  retail  lots $6  50 

$5  80 Manufacturer's  price -86  00 

This  does  not  allow  anything  for  bad  debts,  which  are  sure  to  occur  to  a  greater 
or  less  degree,  nor  office  expense,  rent  of  yard,  insurance  and  interest  on  capital  in- 
vested, nor  advertising. 

CL 

London,  Ont.,  2nd  April,  1888. 

Coal  for  November  and  December,  1887,  cost  as  follows  : — 

Grate  and  Egg.  Stove,  No.   4  and  Chestnut. 

Per  gross  ton,  $5.50  :  per  net  ton,  $4  91 Gross  ton,  85.50  ;  per  net  ton,  $4  91 

1  03 Freight 1  03 

0  15 Unloading 0  15 

0  25 Slack  and  screening 0  25 

0  30 Teaming 0  30 


$6  64 Cost  delivered •  $6  64 


$6  80 Eetail  selling  price •  $7  00 

$6  30 ....Manufacturer's  price •  86  50 
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This  does  not  allow  anything  for  bad  debts,  which  are  sure  to  occur  to  a  greater 
or  less  degree,  nor  office  expense,  rent  of  yard,  insurance  and  interest  on  capital  in- 
vested, nor  advertising. 


D. 

London,  Ont.,  2nd  April,  1888. 

Coal  for  January  and  February,  1888,  cost  as  follows  : — 

Grate  and  Egg.  Stove,  No.  4  aad  Ohestnat. 

Gross  ton,  84. 75  ;  net  ton,  84  24 Gross  ton,  $5  ;  net   ton. H  46 

1  03 Freight 1  03 

0  15. Unloading 0  15 

0  25 Slack  and  screening 0  25 

0  .SO Teaming 0  30 

85  97 Cost  delivered 86  19 


$6  80 Eetail   selling  price 87  00 

86  30 Manufacturer's  price- 86  60 


This  does  not  allow  anything  for  bad  debts,  which  are  sure  to  occur  to  a  greater 
or  less  degree,  nor  office  expense,  rent  of  yard,  iasurance  and  interest  on  capital  in- 
vested, advertising,  &c. 


EXHIBIT  38a. 

CONSTITUTION,   EULFS  AND  BY-LAWS  OF  THE  OATMEAL  MILLBKS* 

ASSOCIATION  OP  CANADA. 

constitution. 

1.  This  association  shall  be  called  the  Oatmeal  Millers'  Associatioa  of  Canada. 

2.  This  association  shall  consist  of  all  oatmeal  millers  or  manufacturers  of  other 
products  of  oats  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada  who  shall  subscribe  to  the  constitution 
and  by-laws  of  this  association. 

3.  The  objects  of  this  association  shall  be  to  foster  all  matters  for  the  benefit  of 
the  members  of  the  association  and  to  protect  them  from  all  unjust  and  unlawful 
exactions,  to  reform  abuses  in  the  trade,  to  produce  uniformity  and  certainty  in  cus- 
toms and  usages  of  the  trade,  to  promote  a  more  enlarged  and  friendly  intercourse 
among  the  members  of  the  association  and  to  acquire  the  stock  of  the  Canada  Oatmeal 
Milling  Company,  Limited,  or  such  portion  thereof  as  to  the  executive  committee 
may  seem  fit. 

4.  The  affairs  of  the  association  shall  be  managed  by  an  executive  committee 
consisting  of  a  president,  vice-president  and  five  directors  to  be  elected  by  a  general 
vote  of  the  members  of  the  association,  a  secretary  who  need  not  be  a  member  of  the 
association  shall  also  be  elected  by  a  general  vote  of  the  members  of  the  association, 
and  a  treasurer  who  shall  be  a  member  of  the  association. 

5.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  association  shall  be  held  at  such  time  and  place  as 
the  general  annual  meeting  of  the  Oatmeal  Milling  Company,  Limited,  is  held.  At 
such  meeting  the  officers  of  the  association  shall  be  elected  by  vole  by  ballot  of  the 
members  present  in  person  or  by  proxy;  ten  days'  previous  notice  of  the  meeting 
shall  be  given  by  notice  mailed  to  the  respective  add  resses  of  the  members  as  entered 
in  the  books  of  the  association. 
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6.  If  from  any  cause  the  annual  meeting  shall  not  be  held  on  the  above  clay,  the 
aesociation  shall  not  be  thereby  dissolved,  but  the  annual  election  of  the  officers 
and  committees  may  be  held  at  a  special  general  meeting  to  be  called  for  that  purpose. 

7.  At  all  meetings  of  the  association  each  person,  firm  or  corporation  shall  be 
entitled  to  one  representative  and  one  vote. 

8.  This  constitution  may  be  altered  or  amended  at  any  annual  meeting  or  any 
special  general  meeting  called  for  that  purpose  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  mem- 
bers preseut  in  person  or  by  proxy.  Thirty  days'  notice  of  all  amendments  shall  be 
given  by  the  secretary  to  the  members. 

9.  Special  meetings  of  the  association  may  be  called  at  any  time  by  the  executive 
committee,  giving  not  less  than  10  days'  notice  of  the  same,  and  on  the  application  in 
writing  of  any  members  of  the  association  to  the  executive  committee,  such  special 
meeting  shall  be  called. 

BT-LAWS, 

1.  Any  person,  firm  or  corporation  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada  in  good  standing, 
doing  business  as  oatmeal  millers  or  manufacturers  of  other  products  of  oats,  shall 
be  eligible  for  membership. 

Applications  for  membership  shall  be  in  writing,  signed  by  the  applicant  and 
upon  the  receipt  of  the  same  by  the  secretary,  endorsed  by  two  members  of  the  asso- 
ciation as  nominator  and  seconder,  and  upon  the  applicant  signing  the  constitution 
and  by-laws,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  a  transfer  of  one  share  in  the  capital 
stock  of  the  Canada  Oatmeal  Milling  Company,  Limited,  upon  paying  into  the  associa- 
tion the  par  value  of  the  amount  paid  up  upon  such  share. 

DUTIES   OF   OFFICERS. 

2.  President — The  president  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  association  and 
of  the  executive  committee,  appoint  all  committees  not  otherwise  provided  for,  and 
shall  be  ex-officio  a  member  of  all  committees.  He  shall,  with  the  treasurer,  sign  all 
cheques  and  all  official  documents  of  the  association.  He  shall  also  have  a  general 
oversight  of  the  interests  and  welfare  of  the  association. 

He  shall  have  power  to  suspend  all  salaried  officers  and  to  temporarily  employ 
others  in  their  stead,  but  in  every  such  case,  he  shall  at  once  call  a  special  meeting 
of  the  executive  committee  and  submit  the  matter  to  them  for  final  decision. 

He  shall  have  power  to  call  meetings  of  the  executive  committee  at  any  time, 
and  shall  call  special  meetings  upon  the  written  request  of  two  members  of  the  ex- 
ecutive committee.  i,  n   • 

At  all  meetings  of  the  association  or  of  the  executive  committee,  he  shall,  m 
addition  to  his  vote,  as  a  member,  have,  in  case  of  a  tie,  a  casting  vote. 

3.  Vice-President— In  C&&0  of  the  absence  of  the  president  the  vice-president 
shall  fulfil  his  duties,  and  in  case  of  the  death  of  the  president  during  his  term  of 
office,  the  vice-president  shall  be  president  until  the  next  annual  election  of  officers, 

4.  Secretary — The  secretary  shall  conduct  all  correspondence  of  the  association, 
and  notify  all  officers  and  members  of  committees  of  the  meetings  of  their  respective 
committees.  Give  due  notice  of  all  the  meetings  of  the  association.  Keep  true 
records  and  minutes  of  all  the  meetings  of  the  aesociation,  and  of  the  respective 
committets.  Have  custody  of  the  seal  of  the  association  and  affix  the  same  to  all 
official  documents  of  the  association,  .    . 

He  shall  have  the  custody  of  all  papers,  books  and  documents  of  the  association. 
He  shall  collect  all  dues  and  assessments  and  all  other  moneys  of  the  association,  and 
hand  the  same  over  to  the  treasurer  at  least  once  in  each  week.  He  shall  counter- 
sign all  cheques  of  the  association  and  perform  such  other  duties  as  shall  be  directed 
by  the  executive  committee. 

5  Treasurer— The  treasurer  shall  receive  from  the  secretary  all  moneys  ot  tbe 
association.  He  shall  disburse  all  moneys  upon  the  order  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee. All  payments  above  the  sum  of  $5  each  shall  be  made  by  cheque,  signed  by 
the   president  and  treasurer  and  countersigned   by  the  secretary,  and  so  soon  as  the 
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moneys  in  his  hands  amount  to  the  sum  of  S1,000  he  shall  deposit  the  same  in  a 
chartered  bank  (to  be  named  by  the  executive  committee)  to  the  credit  of  the 
association.  He  shall  keep  regular  and  permanent  accounts  of  all  moneys  I'eceived 
and  disbursed.  He  shall  render  an  account  to  the  executive  committee  whenever 
required  so  to  do,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term,  of  office  shall  give  an  accurate 
statement  and  deliver  to  his  successor  all  funds,  books,  papers  and  other  property  of 
the  association  in  his  possession. 

MEETINGS. 

6.  At  a  meeting  of  the  association  10  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum.  At  a 
meeting  of  the  executive  committee  four  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum.  No 
business  shall  be  transac  ed  unless  a  quorum  be  present.  The  order  of  business  at  all 
meetings  shall  be  as  follows  : — (1)  Calling  of  the  roll.  (2)  Eeading  and  confirming 
minutes  of  previous  meetings.  (3)  Beport  on  credentials.  (4)  Eeport  of  officers. 
(5)  Eeport  of  standing  committees.  (6)  Report  of  special  committees.  (7)  Elec- 
tions.    (8)  Unfinished  business.     (9)  New  business. 

7.  The  executive  committee  shall  have  power  to  assess  for  all  such  sums  as  may 
be  actually  required  for  the  general  purpose  of  the  association,  eacti  member  shall 
pay  such  percentage  of  the  total  assessment  as  the  quantity  of  meal  allotted  to  the 
said  member  for  sale  and  delivery  boars  to  the  total  quantity  of  meal  allotted  to  all 
the  members  for  sale  and  delivery. 

8.  The  association  shall  have  power  to  expel  any  member  for  breach  of  any  of 
the  by-laws  of  the  association  upon  a  resolution  to  that  effect  being  passed  by  a  two- 
third  majority  of  the  members  present  in  person  or  by  proxy,  at  any  general  meeting 
of  the  association  or  at  any  special  meeting  called  for  that  purpose.  Provided  that 
at  least  ten  days  prior  to  the  meeting  a  notice  signed  by  the  president  or  secretary 
stating  that  a  motion  for  the  expulsion  will  be  moved  and  specifying  the  day  and 
hour  and  place  of  the  meeting  shall  have  been  mailed  prepaid  and  registered  to  the 
address  of  the  member,  as  given  in  the  books  of  the  association,  in  respect  of  whose 
expulsion  the  motion  will  be  made. 

SEAL. 

9.  The  seal,  the  imprint  of  which  is  stamped  upon  the  margin  of  this  by-law 
shall  be  the  seal  of  the  association, 

6 

AUDITORS. 

10.  Two  auditors  shall  be  appointed,  one  by  a  vote  of  the  members  of  the  associ- 
ation and  the  other  may  be  appointed  by  the  president,  and  it  sball  be  their  duty  to 
audit  the  books  of  the  association  in  January  and  July  of  each  year  and  at  any  oth* 
times  considered  necessary. 

PROXY. 

11.  Any  member  of  this  association  may  appoint  another  member  to  act  as  his 
proxy  for  all  meetings  or  any  special  meeting  ot  the  association. 

AMENDMENT  AND  SUSPENSION  OP  BY-LAWS. 

12.  The  by-laws  of  the  association  may  be  amended  at  any  regular  or  special 
meeting  called  for  that  purpose  of  the  association  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  mem- 
bers present,  in  person  or  by  proxy. 

Amendments  must  be  sent  in  in  writing  to  the  executive  committee,  and  by  them 
reported  to  the  association  and  notices  that  they  will  be  acted  on  must  be  included  in 
the  notice  of  the  said  meeting. 

Any  by-law  may  be  suspended  for  one  meeting  by  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  the 
members  present  in  person  or  by  proxy. 

13.  The  exeoitive  committee  shall  have  power  from  time  to  time  to  revise  and 
change  the  established  price  of  oatmeal,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  to 
give  immediate  notice  of  such  action  by  telegram  to  all  the  members  of  the  associa- 
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tioT),  such  telegram  to  be  sent  to  the  addresses  of  the  members  as  given  in  the    books 
of  the  associatioD. 

To  establish  snch  a  change  the  sanction  of  a  majority  of  the  executive  is  required, 
and  such  decision  shall  be  binding  upon  all  members  of  the  association. 

I'l.  The  relative  prices  of  oatmeal  as  fixed  by  a  general  meeting  of  this  associa- 
tion are  not  to  be  changed,  nor  is  any  change  to  be  made  in  the  apportioned  amount 
of  oatmeal  to  be  manufactured  by  each  mill  except  by  vote  of  fonr-tifchs  of  all  the 
members  of  the  association,  then  present  in  person  or  by  proxy,  at  a  regular  meet- 
ing of  the  association,  or  a  special  meeting  called  for  such  purpose. 

15.  Members  of  this  association  shall  sell  meal  for  home  consumption  as 
follows :  — 

(a.J  For  quantities  from  a  full  oar  load  down  to  25  barrels  to  be  delivered  at  one 
time  at  an  advance  of  15  cents  per  barrel  upon  schedule  car  load  prices. 

(6.)  In  quantities  from  25  barrels  down  to  five  barrels  to  be  delivered  at  one  time 
at  an  advance  of  30  cents  per  barrel  upon  schedule  car  load  prices. 

(c.)  In  quantities  less  than  five  barrels  to  be  delivered  at  one  time  at  an  advance 
of  65  cents  per  barrel  upon  schedule  oar  load  prices. 

(d.)  Any  member  of  the  association  shall  be  at  liberty  to  allow  a  deduction  of 
20  cents  per  barrel  on  goods  sold  in  sacks,  sacks  included,  and  when  the  buyer  sup- 
plies the  sacks,  a  deduction  of  30  cents  per  barrel  may  be  made  from  schedule  barrel 
prices. 

(e.)  No  F.  O.  B.  price  can  be  quoted  except  at  points  where  a  mill  is  located  and 
then  for  home  trade  only  and  at  prices  on  schedule. 

(e  )  Each  member  shall  be  allowed  to  employ  agents  to  sell  his  meal ;  provided 
however  that  no  agent  shall  sell  at  a  less  price  than  the  price  fixed  by  this  associa- 
tion ;  and  provided  further  that  no  member  shall  allow  any  agent  a  commission  to 
exceed  5  cents  per  barrel  on  sales  of  a  car  load  or  upwards,  and  10  cents  per  barrel 
on  sales  of  a  less  quantity  than  a  car  load. 

(/.)  In  shipping  mixed  car  loads  schedule  prices  must  be  charged  on  oatmeal, 
120  barrels  being  considered  a  oar  load. 

(^)  No  oatmeal  shall  be  shipped  from  any  station  or  wharf  until  sold. 

(A.)  All  shipments  of  car  loads  to  be  made  with  bill  of  lading  attached  to  sight 
draft  which  will  be  held  for  payment. 

(i  )  On  sales  of  quantities  less  than  a  car  load  credit  may  be  given  not  to  exceed 
30  days. 

(16)  Members  of  this  association  shall  sell  oatmeal  in  car  loads  for  the  differ- 
ent divisions  at  prices  not  less  than  the  following  schedule  of  prices : — 

(a)  For  standard  oatmeal  in. 

Division  No.  1 — Consisting  of  that  part  of  the  Province  of  Ontario  between  Port 
Arthur  and  Kingston,  Kingston  and  all  stations  on  the  K.  &  P.  Ry.,  being  included, 
Port  Arthur  not  being  included,  at  ^4.25  per  barrel. 

Division  No.  2— Consisting  of  that  purt  of  the  Province  of  Ontario  and  Quebec 
between  Kingston  and  Montreal,  Montreal  included,  at  84  35  per  barrel. 

Division  No.  3— Consisting  of  that  part  of  the  Province  of  Quebec  between 
Montreal  and  Quebec,  Quebec  included,  at  84  50  per  bair>;l. 

Division  No.  4 — Consisting  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada  east  of  the  city  of  Que- 
bec, except  the  cities  of  Halifax  and  St.  John,  N.B  ,  ait  84.75  per  barrel. 

Division  No.  5 — Consisting  of  the  cities  of  Halifax  and  St.  John,  N.S.,  at  $4.70 
per  barrel. 

Division  No.  6— Consisting  of  the  part  of  Jiast  Boston  for  export  to  the  Pro- 
vinces, at  81. -.5  per  barrel. 

Sales  at  all  other  points  not  to  be  affected  by  the  by-laws  of  this  asEOciation. 

(b)  The  other  grades  of  meals  to  be  sold  at  an  established  difference  in  piico, 

namely: — 

Granulated  at  an  advance  of  25  cents  per  barrel  above  the  standard  meal,  rollea 
meal  in  barrels  of  180  pounds  each  at  an  advance  above  standard   moal  of  60   cents 
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per  barrel;  rolled  oats  in  barrels  of  J 180  pounds  each  at  an  advance  above   standard' 
meal  of  75  cents. 

In  case  of  any  new  member  joining  this  association  the  executive  committee 
shall  allot  to  such  new  member  his  proper  percentage  of  the  total  quantity  to  be 
sold  and  delivered,  which  allotment  shall  be  deducted  from  the  quantity  to  be  sold 
and  delivered  by  the  then  members  of  the  association  in  proportion  to  said  several 
allotments. 

IT.  No  member  to  make  known  to  parties  outside  the  association  the  several 
divisions  into  which  Canada  has  been  divided. 

18.  The  total  quantity  of  oatmeal  or  products  of  oats  to  be  sold  and  delivered  by 
members  of  the  Association  for  home  consumption  shall  be  allotted  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  association  for  sale  and  delivery  in  the  following  percentages,  namely: — 

19.  That  each  of  the  members  of  this  association  shall  pay  into  the  hands  of  the 
treasurer  of  the  association  on  the  5th  day  of  each  and  every  month,  such  a  sum  of 
money  as  shall  be  equal  to  30  cents  per  barrel  upon  each  and  every  barrel  of  oatmeal 
or  other  product  of  oats  sold  and  delivered  by  the  said  member  during  the  then  pre- 
ceding month  in  excess  of  the  number  of  barrels  he  is  to  sell  and  deliver  as  his  pro- 
portion of  the  said  total  quantity  in  accordance  with  the  allotment  set  out  in  by-law 
No.  18. 

20.  That  in  case  any  of  the  members  of  the  association  shall  during  any  month 
sell  and  deliver  a  less  number  of  barrels  of  oatmeal  or  other  product  of  oats  than  the 
number  he  is  entitled  to  sell  and  deliver  as  his  percentage  of  the  said  total  manufac- 
ture, he  shall  receive  from  the  said  treasurer  a  sum  of  money  equal  to  30  cents  on 
each  and  every  barrel  of  oatmeal  or  other  product  of  oats  by  which  the  said  member 
shall  fall  short  of  the  quantity  allotted  to  him  for  sale  and  delivery,  as  his  percentage 
of  the  total  quantity  manufactured. 

21.  That  each  member  of  this  association,  on  the  5th  day  of  each  and  every 
month,  shall  render  to  the  secretary  of  the  said  association  a  true  and  correct  account 
of  all  the  oatmeal  and  other  product  of  oats  sold  and  delivered  by  the  said  member 
during  tiie  month  next  preceding  such  statement,  and  he  shall  at  the  same  time 
make  a  full  settlement  of  all  moneys  (if  any)  due  by  him  to  the  said  association,  the 
said  statement  to  be  verified  by  the  statutory  declaration  of  the  member. 

22.  That  each  and  every  member  of  this  association  shall  and  will  at  all  times 
and  from  time  to  time  allow  the  executive  committee  or  such  person  as  may  be  from 
time  to  time  appointed  by  them,  to  examine  the  books  and  other  accounts  of  the 
said  member,  to  check  over  or  verify  from  time  to  time  the  said  statement  rendered 
by  the  said  member  to  the  said  association. 

We  whose  names  are  herein  to  subscribed  do  agree,  each  one  for  himself  and  for 
themselves,  that  we  will  faithfully  observe  all  rules  and  by-laws  which  have  been,  orf 
may  be  enacted  for  the  benefit  and  guidance  of  the  Oatmeal  Millers'  Association  o 
Canada,  and  we  further  agree  to  pay  into  the  treasury  of  said  Oatmeal  Millers'  Asso- 
ciation of  Canada,  a  sum  of  money  equal  to  not  less  than  cents  per  barrel  for  each 
and  every  barrel  of  oatmeal  or  rolled  oats  manufactured   at  mill    and   sold  by 

or  agent,  at  a  less  price  than  the  price  fixed  by   said   Oatmeal   Millers' 

Association  of  Canada. 


B. 

The  following  form  of  monthly  return  of  production  and   statutory   declaration 
thereto  is  required  of  each  active  member  of  the  Oatmeal  Millers'  Association  : 

Monthly  Statement. 

1st  December,  1887. 
Statement   of  oatmeal  and  rolled  oats,  manufactured  at  by  during 

month  of  barrels  Stock  on  hand,  Oatmeal 

barrels.  Oats  bushel. 

Signature 
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Statutory  Declaration. 

Dominion  of  Canada 

County  of, 

To  Wit  : 

I,  of  the  of  in  the  County  of 

miller,  do  solemnly  declare  that  the  statement  within  written  is  a  true  and  correct 
statement  of  all  the  oatmeal  and  other  products  of  oats  sold  and  delivered  by  me 
daring  the  month  of  18     ,  and  that  all  of  the  said  meal  was  sold  at  prices 

not  less  than  the  fall  schedule  prices  fixed  by  the  Oatmeal  Millers'  Association  of 
Canada. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be 
true,  and  by  virtue  of  the  Act  passed  in  the  thirty-seventh  year  of  Her  Majesty's 
Eeign,  intituled  :  "  An  Act  for  the  suppression  of  voluntary  and  oxtra-judicial  oaths." 

Declared  before  me  at  in  the  County  of 

this  day  of  A.  D.  Ib8 

Signed 


C 

MINUTES  OF  MEETINGS  OP  THE  OATMEAL  MILLERS'  ASSOCIATION  OF 

CANADA. 

From  4th  November,  1887,  to  I6th  March,  1888,  both  dates  inclusive. 

Woodstock,  4th  November,  ISST. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Oatmeal  Millers'  Assooiaiion,  held  at  the  Commercial  Hotel 
on  the  above  date,  the  following  members  were  present:  Messrs.  Martin,  Muirhead, 
Tillson,  EoBS,  King,  Sutherland,  Edmonds,  Murton,  Eussell,  Andrews,  Leith,  Wilson, 
Archibald,  J.  D.  Moore,  H.  S.  Moore,  W.  Thompson  and  E.  Thompson. 

Mr.  T.  Martin  occupied  the  chair. 

On  the  bringing  in  of  the  report  on  the  case  of  Clark,  of  Bothwell,  it  was  moved 
by  D.  E.  Eoss,  and  seconded  by  E.  D.  Tillson, 

That  it  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  executive  committee. — Carried. 

On  the  motion  of  J.  D.  Moore,  seconded  by  W.  Thompson, 

The  agreement  was  read  and  adopted,  clause  by  clause,  with  the  following 
exceptions : — 

Moved  by  W.  Thompson,  seconded  by  J.  D.  Moore,  and 

Besolved,  That  clause  No.  4  be  amended,  making  the  number  of  directors  five  in 
place  of  four. — Carried. 

Moved  by  A.  Leith  and  seodnded  by  O.  R.  Eoss, 

That  a  quorum  of  the  asscciaiion  consist  of  at  least  ten  members  — Carried. 

Moved  by  D.  E  Eoss,  seconded  by  J.  Muiibead,  and 

Besolved,  That  clause  No.  10  of  the  by-laws  be  amended  so  that  one  auditor  shall 
be  chosen  by  the  president  and  one  by  the  members  of  the  association. 

On  motion  of  H.  S.  Moore,  seconded  by  C.  Eussell,  it  was  resolved. 

That  a  majority  only  of  the  whole  board  of  directors  be  required  to  change  the 
price  of  meal. 

Moved  by  W.  Thompson,  seconded  by  Jas.  Wilson, 

That  D.  E.  Eoss  be  appointed  secretary  for  one  month  at  a  salary  of  $200  with 
expenses. — Carried . 

Mr.  W.  Thompson  moved,  seconded  by  Jas.  Wilson, 

That  the   officers   of  the   association  consist  of   the  following :— President,  W. 
Scott;  vice  president,  T.  Martin  ;  directors,  W.  Thompson,  H .    S.  Moore,  D.   Spiers, 
J.  Muirhead,  D.  E.  Ross. — Carried. 
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Moved  by  W.  Thompson  and  seconded  by  J.  Mairhead, 

That  the  secretary  be  instructed  to  notify  Mr.  Pringle  to  cease  buyins;  oats  at 
Holstein  and  alsothat  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  forwarded  to  Mr.  Pringle. — 
Carried. 

Bead  ard  approved  2nd  December,  1887. 

WM.  SCOTT,  President. 


Special  Meeting. 

Walker  House,  Toronto,  2nd  December,  1881. 

Members  present :  W.  Scott,  preaideut ;  Thos.  Martin,  vice-president ;  D.R,  Eoss, 
secretary ;  and  Messrs.  Andrews,  Archibald,  Ireland,  Leith,  H.  S.  Moore,  J.  D. 
Moore,  Martin,  Muirhead,  Mcintosh,  Eussell,  Sutherland,  Grant,  Tillson,  W.  Thomson 
and  J.  Wilson,  jun. 

Minutes  of  last  meeting  read  and  approved. 
The  following  resolutions  were  carried  : — 

Moved  by  W.  Thompson,  seoooried  by  H.  S.  Moore  and  resolved, 
That  the  secretary  notify  Mr.  Pringle   that   his    services   as   oat-buyer   for  the 
association  is  no  longer  required. 

Moved  by  D.  R.  Ross,  seconded  by  T.  Martin,  and  resolved. 
That  Mr.  H.  M.  Sutherland  be  allowed  an  allotment  of  2,500  barrels. 
Moved  by  Mr.  Muirhead,  seconded  by  Mr.  Thompson  and  resolved. 
That  oatmeal  be  advanced  35  cents  per  barrel. 
Moved  by  W.  Thompson,  seconded  by  H.  S.  Moore,  and  resolved. 
That  each  miller  is  required  to  have  a  namber  to  mark  all  packages  of  oatmeal 
sold  by  him,  such  number  to  be  registered  in  association  book.     And  each  miller  is 
required  to  use  those  numbers  whether  package  is  branded  with  maker's  name  or  not. 
Moved  by  D.  R.  Ross,  seconded  by  Mr.  Muirhead,  and  resolved. 
That  each  miller  shall  advise    the   secretary   of  every  person  or  firm  whom  he 
may  appoint  as  agent  for  the   sale   of   his  oatmeal,  and   the  secretary  shall  keep  a 
record  of  all  the  agents  so  appointed,  and  it  is  understood  that  any  person  or  persons 
"Who  IS  allowed  or  paid  the  commission  by  this   association,   shall    be  constituted  an 
agent. 

Moved  by  W.  Thompson,  seconded  byT.  Martin,  and  resolved. 
That  Mr.  John  i-ayne,  of  Stratford,  be  appointed  oat-buyer  for  the  members  of 
the  association,  and  that  each  miller  buying  car  loads  of  oats   shall  pay    Mr.  Payne 
the  sum  of  $1.50  per  car  lor  each  car  bought  and   that  the  oat  buying  be  under  the 
supervision  of  the  secretary. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Muirhead,  seconded  by  Mr.  Thomson,  and  re-olved. 
That  all  millers  baying  car  loads  of  oats  at  not  over  the  price  which  may  be  fixed 
by  the  association,  which,  until  further  advised,  shall  be  33  cents  or  less  for  oats 
weighing  not  less  than  34  pounds  per  standard  bushel,  shall  pay  Mr.  Payne  the  sum 
of  $1.50  per  car,  the  same  as  if  the  car  had  been  bought  by  Mr.  Payne,  and  that 
Messrs.  Mcintosh  and  Barclay  be  exempted  from  the  resolution,  and  also  Messrs. 
JlcJiay  and  Russell  be  exempted,  bought  by  themselves  east  of  the  North  and  ^North- 
VVestern  Railway. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Andrews,  seconded  by  Mr.  Muirhead,  and  resolved 
That   all   declarations   made  by  millers  be  made  in  barrels  as  sold,  and  not  by 
the  cental  or  196  pounds. 
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Canada  Oatmeal  Milling  Company  (Limited),  2nd  December,  1887. 

Members  present  (same  as  at  last  a88ociation  meeting). 

The  following  resolutions  were  passed  : — 

Moved  by  Mr.  Martin,  seconded  by  Mr.  H.  S.  Moore,  and  resolved, 

That  the  report  of  the  secretary  be  received,  and  that  the  following  mills  be 
leased  and  the  secretary  be  instructed  to  have  the  leases  completed  at  once  at  the 
rents  agreed  upon  per  annum: — John  Knott,  Palmerston,  $700;  W.  Boswell,  Wyom- 
ing, $800  ;  Mclnnes  &  Co.,  Ingersoll,  $S00;  D.  &  J.  Clark,  Ayr,  8720;  Elder  & 
■Clegg,  Wingham,  $600;  J.  Harman,  Mount  Albart,  8400;  J.  Hartop,  Eden  Mills, 
$300;  W.  Fariah,  Eockwood,  $700  ;  Lepsio  &  Stioknay,  Elora,  $60 J. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Martin,  seconded  by  Mr,  Muirhead,  and  resolved, 
*  That  Mr.  Jas.  Wilson,  Jan.,  be  auditor,  and  the  president  appoint  Mr.  Archibald, 

Moved  by  Mr.  Thomson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Martin,  and  resolved. 

That  D.  R.  Ross  be  appointed  secretary  at  a  salary  of  $50  per  month,  payable 
monthly,  and  be  allowed  to  run  his  mill  as  usual ;  his  office  to  be  in  Embro ;  travelling 
and  all  necessary  expenses  to  be  allowed. 


Stratford,  15th  December,  1887. 

Directors'  Meeting 

Present :  — T.  Martin,  vice-president ;  Muirhead;  Rose,  secretary;  Thomson,  also 
J.  D.  Moore,  treasurer. 

On  motion  the  i^ecretary  was  instructed  to  rent  Mr.  Barclay's  mill  of  Spring- 
field at  a  rental  of  $700  per  annum ;  rent  payable  monthly. 

Mr.  Payne  agreed  with  the  directors  to  buy  oats  at  $1.50  per  car;  this  matter 
not  having  been  definitely  settled  at  the  general  meeting  of  2nd  December. 

Mr.  Muirhead  was  to  arrange,  if  possible,  to  have  Mr.  Payne  buy  all  the  car 
loads  of  oats  required   by  the  Shedden  Company  and  also  by  the  Messrs.  Hendries, 


Directors'  Meeting. 

Stratford,  5th  January,  1888. 

Present : — T.  Martin,  vice-president ;  Thomson,  Muirhead,  H,  S.  Moore  and 
Eoss;  also  J.  D.  Moore  and  E.  D.  Till  son. 

The  secretary  was  requested  to  write  Mr.  C.  Russell  conveying  the  sympathy 
of  the  board  with  Mr.  Russell  in  the  afiiiction  with  which  he  has  been  visited  by,  the 
death  of  three  of  his  children. 

A  letter  from  Messrs.  Stark  Bros,  was  read  and  tabled. 

Oats. 
Mr.  Payne  was  instructed  to  buy  carloads  of  oats  for  each  miMer  at  lowest  pos- 
«ible  price, 

Oatmeal. 

It  was  decided  to  advance  oatmeal  50  cents  per  barrel,  and  the  secretary  to  wire 
all  members  not  present.  Members  are  requested  to  send  to  the  secretary  theii 
sales  of  oatmeal  during  December,  1886,  and  January,  1887,  so  as  to  compare  sales 

"with  this  year. 

Agents. 

The  appointing  of  agents  was  discussed  at  great  length,  and  the  secretary  wae 
instructed  to  notify  members  by  circular  of  rules  which  it  is  necesaary  to  foUo-w 
with  agents. 
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Special  Q-eneral  Meeting. 

Walkee  House,  Toronto,  15lh  January,  1888. 

Members  present :  H.  S.  Moore,  chairman,  D.  E.  Eoss,  secretary,  Muirhead,  J* 
D.  Moore,  Mclnioeh,  Grant,  Murton,  Edmonds,  W.  Thomson,  E.  Thomson  and  J. 
Wilson,  jun. 

As  per  notice  meeting  was  called  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the  relative 
value  of  different  quantities  cf  oatmeal,  as  some  members  feel  that  the  difference  is 
too  great  between  the  car  losd  and  less  quantities.  As  some  of  the  members  most 
anxious  for  the  change  were  not  present  it  was  decided  to  leave  the  matter  over. 
The  resolution  was  carried. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Edmonds,  seconded  by  Mr.  Muirhead,  and 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  be  instrocted  to  communicate  with  President  Ince 
of  the  Wholesale  Grocers'  Guild,  regarding  the  supplying  of  the  wholesale  trade  with 
oatmeal,  with  the  request  thut  our  bchedule  of  price  be  adhered  to  by  them,  and  that 
we  are  furnished  with  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  members  of  their  guild. — Carried. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Muirhead,  seconded  by  E.  Thomson,  and 

Resolved,  That  any  dealers  ruying  car  lots  of  oatmeal,  that  when  scfflcient  proof 
to  any  of  our  members  ifr  given  that  ttiey  or  be  have  fold  below  our  schedule  price, 
that  their  name  be  recorded,  and  it  is  fully  understood  that  no  member  of  our  com' 
pany  supply  him  further. — Carried. 

Minutes  confirmed. 

W.  SCOTT,  Chairman. 


Meetinj;  of  executive  at  Toronto,  24th  January,  1888, 

All  pre&ent;  and  decided  to  have  resolutions  passed  at  last  meeting  printed  — 
Carried. 

Meeting  of  executive  at  Stratford,  3rd  February,  1888. 

Members  ))resent :  Messrs.  Martin,  H.  S.  Moore,  W.  Thomson,  Muirhead,  Eoss 
and  J.  D.  Moore,  treasurer. 

On  motion  the  price  of  oatmeal  was  advanced  i;5  cents  per  barrel. 

A  communication  from  Mr.  Eussell  in  regard  to  his  refusal  to  pay  an  assessment 
was  reported  and  the  secretary  was  requested  to  reply  to  the  same  advising  him  that, 
he  must  pay  the  same  as  other  members. 

Walker  House,  Toronto,  14th  February,  1888. 

Special  meeting  of  Oatmeal  Millers'  Association  was  calleJ  for  to-day. 

Members  present :  W.  Scott,  president,  T.  Martin,  W.  Thomson,  H.  S,  Moore,  J. 
D.  Moore,  treasurer,  D.  R.  Eoss,  secretary,  Andrews,  Archibald,  Edmonds,  Ireland, 
King,  Leith,  Murton,  Gartly  of  Muirhead  &  Gartly,  E.  Thomson,  Mcintosh,  Grant  of 
P.  Stuart  &  Co.,  Tillson  and  J.  Wilson,  jun. 

The  prehident  britfly  stated  the  object  of  calling  the  members  together  which 
was  for  the  purpose  of  considering,  if  advisable,  to  change  the  relative  value  of  car 
loads  and  le^s  quantities,  and  also  for  the  purpose  of  reconsidering  two  resolutions 
passed  at  a  former  meeting. 

The  meotmg  was  the  largest  attended  of  £ny  held,  and  the  changes  were  fully 
discussed.  ■' 

The  following  resolutions  were  carried  :  — 

Moved  by  Mr,  Mcintosh,  seconded  by  Mr.  Martin,  and 

Resolved,  That  the  relative  prices  of  cailoads  and  less  quantities  of  oatmeal  be 
changed,  and  that  the  following  price  list  come  in  force  on  18th  February :  25  barrel* 
and  less  than  a  carload  to  be  10  cents  above  car  load  prices  ;  5  barrels  and  up  to  25 
barrels  to  be  20  cents  above  car  load  prices;  under  5  barrels  to  be  30  cents  above  car 
load  prices.     See  revised  price  list  No.  6. 


OATMEAL — CORDAGE.  t>2t» 


The  next  resolution  carried  was  as  follows  : — 

Moved  by  D.  E.  Eoss,  seconded  by  T.  Marlin,  and 

JResolved,  That  the  two  resolutions  passed  at  meeting  13th  January,  referring  to 
arrangement  with  wholesale  grocers  and  obliging  all  dealers  to  observe  our  schedule 
of  prices,  be  rescinded. 

The  two  resolutions  are  as  follows  : 

That  the  secretary  be  instructed  to  communicate  with  President  Inco,  of  the 
Wholesale  Grocers'  Guild,  regarding  the  supplying  of  the  wholesale  trade  with  oat- 
meal, with  the  request  that  our  schedule  prices  be  adhered  to  by  thein,  and  that  we 
be  furnished  with  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  members  of  their  guild. 

That  any  dealer  buying  car  lots  oatmeal,  that  when  sufficient  proof  to  any  of  our 
members  is  given  that  they  or  him  have  sold  below  our  schedule  prices,  that  their 
names  be  recorded  and  it  be  fully  understood  that  no  member  of  our  company  supply 
him  further. 

A  long  discussion  followed  regarding  the  value  of  oate,  and  also  in  reference  to  a 
scheme  proposed  lor  enabling  millers  who  were  willing  to  retire  permanently  with- 
out sacrificing  their  property,  but  nothing  definite  was  done,  and  nodoubt  the  matter 
will  be  brought  up  again  as  it  is  quite  useless  for  so  many  mills  to  coutinue  fighting 
;for  such  a  small  amount  of  buoiness. 

D.  E.  EOSS,  Secretary. 


Walker  House,  Toronto,  14th,  15th,  16th  March. 

Executive  Meeting. 

Present: — Messrs.  Scott,  Martin,  Eoss,  Thomson,  Moore,  Speirs,  also  Garlly, 
representing  Mr.  Muirhead,  J.  D.  Moore,  treasurer,  Wilson  jun.,  Tillson,  Edmonds 
«nd  Mcintosh. 

D.  E.  Eoss,  seceetary,  was  appointed  to  go  to  Ottawa,  to  Combines,  if  wanted. 
Also  was  instructed  to  call  on  Eussell. 

Notice  of  meeting  of  exporters  was  requested  to  be  postponed  until  May  or  Jane. 


EXHIBIT  39. 

THE  J.  A.  CONVEESB  CORDAGE  AND  PLASTBE  WORKS,  A.  W.  MORRIS 

AND  BEO.  FEOPEIETORS. 

Montreal,  24th  March,  1888. 
Messrs.  A.  Workman  &  Co.,  Ottawa,  Ont. 

Dear  Sir,— We  take  great  pleasure  in  notifying  you  that  after  mature  delibera- 
tion We  have  decided  to  withdraw  from  the  Cordage  and  Binder  Twine  Association  or 
combination,  and  will  for  the  future  carry  on  the  various  departments  of  our  business 
independently  of  any  other  manufacturing  concern. 

In  coming  to  this  conclusion  we  have  not  been  guided  or  influenced  to  the 
slightest  degree  by  the  prospect  of  any  legislation  at  Ottawa  regarding  combines, 
but  have  taken  the  step  simply  belie  viug  that  it  is  the  proper  course  to  pursue  under 
the  circumstances,  and  must  result  eventually  to  our  mutual  benefit. 

The  cordage  and  binder  twine  combinations  were  organized  on  a  pooling  basis, 
and  it  has  therefore  necessitated  us  (as  the  largest  manufacturers)  paying  a  very 
large  sum  into  the  pool  or  trust,  which  has  been  devoted  to  the  worthy  object  of  sup- 
porting and  strengthening  our  small  competitors.  Now  experience  teaches  us  that  these 
moneys  have  been  wrongfully  applied  and  greater  satisfaction  would  naturally  ensue 
if  the  buyer  received  tue  benefit  in  reduced  values.  We  therefore  ask  for  your 
sympathy  and  support,  and  will  reciprocate  by  promptly  and  carefully  attending  ta 
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any  of  your  esteemed  orders  that  you  feel  disposed  to  fa7or  us  with.  We  have  lost 
all  faith  in  combinations  and  are  convinced  that  sooner  or  later  such  organizations 
will  not  be  allowed  to  exist. 

Tours  respectfully, 

A.  W.  MOERIS  &  BRO. 


EXHIBIT  40. 

This  Agreement  made  this  twenty-second  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord; 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  between  John  Charles  Browne,  of 
the  city  of  Ottawa,  in  the  County  of  Carleton,  of  the  first  part,  and  the  Coal  Cartage 
Company  of  Ottawa  (Limited)  of  the  second  part : 

Witnesseth  that  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  in  consideration  of  the  covenant 
on  the  part  of  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  covenants,  promises  and  agrees  to 
purchase  from  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  and  from  no  other  person  or  corpora- 
tion, all  the  coal  sold  by  him  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  during  the  remainder  of 
the  year  ending  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-eight;  and 
the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  covenant  to  sell  to  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part 
and  deliver  for  him  all  the  coal  he  may  require  at  prices  per  ton  not  greater  than  the 
current  rates  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  are  selling  to  and  delivering  for  other 
parties,  provided  they  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  have  said  coal  from  time  to 
time  in  stock. 

The  said  parties  of  the  second  part  covenant  with  the  said  party  of  the  first 
part  to  pay  to  him  forthwith  after  a  dividend  of  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  is 
declared  from  time  to  time  for  the  profits  of  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  dur- 
ing the  year  commencing  on  the  first  day  of  May,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty- 
seven,  a  sum  equal  to  one-sixteenth  of  the  said  dividends  from  time  to  time  as  the 
said  dividends  are  declared. 

The  said  party  of  the  first  part  covenants  to  pay  for  the  said  coal  purchased  and 
delivered  as  aforesaid  every  month,  on  the  fifth  day  of  the  same,  for  all  coal  sold  and 
delivered  prior  thereto. 

The  said  party  of  the  first  part  covenants  to  deduct  from  the  said  sum  of  money 
payable  by  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  as  aforesaid  to  the  said  party  of  tb  j 
first  part  and  to  give  credit  to  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  for  all  the  net  clear 
profits  made  by  him  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  in  the  sale  and  delivery  of  coal 
from  the  first  day  of  May  to  the  date  hereof. 

In  witness  whereof  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  hath  hereunto  set  his  hard 
and  seal  and  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  have  hereunto  caused  their  corporate, 
seal  to  be  afiixed  under  the  hand  of  their  president  and  secretary-treasurer. 

J.  C.  BROWNE, 

J.  G.  BUTTERWOETH,  President 


EXHIBIT  41. 

See  Exhibit  iT,  Verbatim  Copy  of  this. 


EXHIBIT  42. 

ClRCTTLAR   TO    AGENTS. 

Montreal,  11th  November,  1885. 
Dear  Sir, — Enclosed  herewith  I  send  you  a  copy  of  instrnctions  and  rules   now 
binding  on  agents  of  tans' companies,  and  a  form  of  agreement  requiring  your  sig- 
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nature  in  triplicate,  I  would  call  your  special  attention  to  No.  16  of  instructions  to 
agents,  which  is  as  follows : — 

"No  office  or  person  holding  official  connection  with  a  non-tariff  office  shall  be 
eligible  to  represent  or  act  for  a  tariff  office,  whether  as  general  agent,  sub-agent,  or 
in  any  other  capacity  whatever." 

You  will  please  sign  the  agreement  referred  to  in  triplicate,  returning  the 
original  and  duplicate  to  this  office  not  later  than  the  25th  instant,  and  retaining 
the  triplicate  for  filing  in  your  own  office . 

AORGEUENT. 

To  the  Insurance  Company. 

No.  3. — Triplicate  to  be  retained  by  local  agent, 
I  hereby  acknowledge  having  received  copies  of  tariff  and  instructions  to  agents 
and  undertake  to  adhere  to  the  rates  and  rules  of  the  Canadian  Fire  Underwriters' 
Association,  as  therein  set  forth,  and  as  may  be  hereafter  communicated  to  me  from 
time  to  time.  And  I  further  agree  not  to  represent  any  non-tariff  office  nor  to  plaoe 
a  risk  in  any  company  not  a  member  of  said  association,  either  with  or  without  con- 
sideration, directly  or  indirectly,  except  in  instances  when  all  companies  shall  be 
full,  or  shall  not  be  open  for  the  insurance,  and  then  only  in  strict  conformity  with 
the  tariff  rules  and  regulatioLS. 

Agent. 


EXHIBIT  43. 
CANADIAN  PIEE  UNDEEWEITBES'  ASSOCIATION. 

CONSTITUTION. 

Title. 
Article  1.— This  association  shall  be   known   as  •'  The   Canadian  Fire   Under- 
writers' Association." 

Objects. 

Article  2. — The  objects  of  the  association  are  the  establishment  and  maintenance 
of  fire  insurance  rates,  and  the  promotion  of  the  interests  of  fire  insurance  business 
in  Canada . 

Members. 

Article  3.— This  association  shall  consist  of  the  following  companies,  viz, : — 

1.  ^'.na  Insurance  Company,  of  Hartford,  Conn. 

2.  British  America  Fire  Assurance  Company,  Toronto,  Canada. 

3.  Caledonian  Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland. 

4.  Citizens  Insurance  Company,  of  Montreal,  Canada. 

5.  City  of  London  Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  London,  England. 

6.  Commercial  Union  Assurance  Company,  of  London,  England. 

7.  Connecticut  Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  Hartford,  Conn. 
«.  Fire  Insurance  Association,  of  London,  England. 

9.  Glasgow  and  London  Insurance  Company. 
10.  Guardian  Fire  and  Life  Assurance  Company,  of  London,  England. 
IL  Hartford  Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  Hartford,  Conn. 

12.  Hand  in  Hand  Fire  Insurance  Company,  Toronto,  Canada. 

13.  Imperial  Insurance  Company,  of  London,  England. 

14.  Lancashire  Insurance  Company,  of  Manchester,  England. 

15.  Liverpool  and  London  and  Globe  Insurance  Company,  of  Liverpool,  Bug. 

16.  London  and  Lancashire  Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  Liverpool,  England. 

17.  London  Assurance  Corporation,  of  London,  England. 

18.  Mercantile  Fire  Insurance  Company,  Waterloo,  Ontario. 
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19.  North  British  and  Meroaiftile  Insaranoe  Co.  of  Edinburgh  and  London. 

20.  Northern  Assurance  Company,  of  Aberdeen  and  London. 

21.  Norwich  CjDion  Fire  Insurance  Society,  of  Norwich,  England. 

22.  National  Assurance  Company,  of  Ireland. 

23.  Phenix  Int-nrance  Company,  of  Brooklyn,  U.  S. 

24:.  PhoBoix  Fire  Assurance  Company,  of  London,  England. 

25.  Quebec  Fire  Assurance  Company,  of  Quebec,  Canada. 

26.  Queen  Insurance  Company,  of  Liverpool,  England. 

27.  Queen  City  Fire  Insurance  Company,  Toronto,  Canada. 

28.  Eoyal  Canadian  Insurance  Company,  of  Montreal,  Canada. 

29.  Eoyal  Insurance  Company,  of  Liverpool,  England 

30.  Scottish  Union  and  National  Insurance  Company,  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland. 
3L  Waterloo  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  Waterloo,  Ontario. 

32.  "Western  Assurance  Company,  of  Toronto,  Canada. 

33.  Atlas. 

With  such  other  companies  as  may  from  time  to  time  become  members. 

Membership. 

Article  4. — All  existing  members,  or  companies  becoming  members,  shall  be 
required  to  sign  a  copy  of  the  constitution  and  by-laws  of  the  association  in  a  book 
kept  by  the  secretary  for  the  purpose,  and  such  signature  shall  be  considered  as 
binding  such  company  not  to  violate  the  said  constitution  or  by-laws. 

Representation  and  Voting. 

Article  5. — Eepresentatives  of  companies  whose  head  or  chief  offices  are  in  the 
Province  of  Ontario,  shall  be  known  as  the  Toronto  branch ;  and  representatives  of 
companies  whose  head  offices  are  in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  as  the  Montreal  branch. 
These  branches  shall  have  concurrent  jurisdiction.  Each  branch  may  pass  an  order, 
but  such  order  must  be  submitted  to  the  other  branch,  and  approved  by  it,  before  it 
comes  into  force.  The  promulgation  of  an  order  so  approved  shall  be  made  by  the 
secretary  of  the  association. 

In  the  event  of  an  order  passed  by  one  branch  not  being  approved  by  the  other, 
the  said  order  shall  be  re-considered  and  a  vote  taken  thereon .  The  yeas  and  nays 
shall  be  taken  in  both  branches  and  recorded,  and  the  majority  of  the  aggregate 
shall  prevail.     In  such  a  division  each  company  shall  have  but  one  vote. 

On  any  question,  which,  becfiuse  of  its  general  interest  to  the  association,  falls 
to  be  voted  upon  by  both  branches,  companies  having  dual  representation  shall 
record  their  votes  but  in  one  branch  only ;  on  matters  not  of  general  interest,  such 
companies  shall  record  their  votes  through  their  representative  for  the  district  to 
"which  the  question  belongs. 

Officers. 

Articles. — The  officers  of  this  association  shall  be  a  president  and  two  vice 
presidents,  a  secretary-treasurer  and  assistant  secretary,  whose  remuneration  shall 
be  fixed  by  the  association. 

Election  of  Office  Bearers. 

Article  '7.— Tbe  office  bearers  of  this  association  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  (unless 
otherwise  agreed  to)  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  asbooiation  ;  and  the  persons  bo 
chosen  shall  hold  office  for  one  year,  or  until  their  successors  are  elected.  Any 
officer  is  eligible  for  re-election  ;  and  should  any  vacancy  occur  during  the  year  from 
any  cause,  the  members  present  at  any  meeting  of  the  association  may  electa 
person  to  fill  the  vacant  position  for  the  unexpired  term  of  his  predecessor. 

Duties  of  President. 

Article  8. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  president  to  call  and  preside  at  all  meet- 
ings of  the  association,  as  well  as  at  all  meetings  of  either  branch  at  which  he  may  be 
present.     In  the  absence  of  the  president,  his  duties  shall  devolve  on  one  of  the  vice- 
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presidents ;  and  in  the  absence  of  all  of   them,  the  members   present  at  the  meeting 
may  appoint  a  chairman. 

Buties  of  Secretaries. 

Article  9. — It  shall  be  the  dnty  of  the  secretary  to  take  minutes  of  all  meetings 
of  the  association,  and  also  of  the  meetings  of  the  Toronto  branch,  to  have  them 
printed  and  copies  thereof  di^tribuied  to  every  member  ol  the  association.  He  shall 
■conduct  all  correspondence  of  the  Toronto  branch,  and  also  Ifttween  the  association 
and  local  boards  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  and  he  shall  discharge  such  other  duties 
in  connection  with  the  association  as  may  reasonably  be  required  of  him.  The 
assistant  secretary  shall  assist  the  secretary  in  taking  the  minutes  of  all  meetings 
of  the  association,  and  shall  take  the  minutes  of  the  meetings  of  the  Montreal  branch, 
and  thall  have  them  printed  and  copies  thereof  distributed  to  every  member  of  the 
association.  He  shall  conduct  all  correspondence  of  the  Montreal  bpanoh,  and  dis- 
charge such  other  duties  in  connection  with  the  association  or  the  Montreal  branch 
as  may  reasonably  be  required  of  him.  Each  secretary  shall  keep  a  complete  file  of 
the  minutes  of  meetings  of  the  a8^ooialion,  and  ot  each  branch. 

General  Meeting. 

Article  10. — (a)  An  annual  meeting  of  the  association  shall  be  convened  in  the 
month  of  March  (on  such  a  day  as  the  association  may  determine  upon),  alternately 
in  the  cities  of  Montreal  and  Toronto. 

(6).  A  semi-annual  meeting  shall  be  convened  in  the  month  of  September  in 
each  year,  to  alternate  between  the  cities  of  Montreal  and  Toronto. 

(c).  Special  general  meetings  may  be  convened  when  necessary;  and  when 
called  shall  convene  in  one  of  the  cities  above  named  or  elsewhere,  as  may  be  decided, 
upon. 

(d).  Special  general  meetings  shall  be  called,  either  at  the  written  request  of 
Bol  less  than  one  third  of  the  members  or  upon  the  resolution  ot  the  two  branches. 

(e).  Notice  of  all  general  meetings  shall  be  sent  by  the  secretary  to  each  member 
•of  the  association,  stating  the  time  and  place  of  meeting,  which  must  not  be  less  than 
ten  days  after  such  notice. 

(/).  The  secretary's  notice  must  be  accompanied  by  a  statement  or  agenda  of 
the  business  to  be  transacted  ;  and  in  the  case  of  special  meetings,  no  business  shall 
■be  taken  up  except  such  as  is  specified  on  such  notice,  which  notice  shall  be  accom- 
panied by  a  copy  of  the  requisition  to  the  president,  or  of  the  resolution  requiring 
him  to  call  such  special  meetings. 

(^).  All  questions  for  the  agenda  for  either  annual,  semi-annual  or  special 
meetings  shall  be  sent  to  the  secretary  not  less  than  fifteen  clear  days  before  the 
date  fixed  for  said  meeting,  and  a  copy  of  the  agenda  shall  be  sent  by  him  to  each 
member  ot  the  association  ten  days  before  said  meeting. 

Withdrawal  from  Membership. 

Article  11. — Any  company  may  withdraw  from  the  association— all  dues  to  the 
«nd  of  the  current  year  having  first  been  paid— by  a  written  notice  to  the  secretary; 
but  such  withdrawal  shall  not  take  effect,  or  release  the  company  so  withdrawing, 
from  the  agreement  entered  into  under  Art.  4  of  this  constiiutiOB,  for  the  period  ot 
three  months  from  the  date  of  such  notice.  On  receiving  such  a  notice  trotn  any 
oompany  the  secretary  shJl  immediately  notify  all  the  members  of  the  association, 
and  it  shall  be  optional  with  the  other  companies,  or  any  one  of  them,  to  withdraw- 
al the  same  time,  by  giving  notice  to  the  secretary  to  that  effect,  unless  such  with- 
drawing company  is  retiring  from  business,  it  being  understood  that  all  dues  to  the 
end  of  the  current  year  must  first  be  paid. 

Quorum. 

Article  12.— Ten  members  of  the  association  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the 
transaction  of  business ;  and  five  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  ot  either  branch. 
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Amendments  to  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Article  13. — The  constitution  and  bylaws  of  the  association  may  bo  altered  or 
amended  by  a  two-thirds  vote  at  an  annual  or  semi-annual  meeting  or  at  a  special 
meeting  called  for  the  purpose — provided  that  not  less  than  ten  days'  notice  of  such 
alteration  or  amendment  be  sent  or  given  to  each  member  of  the  association. 

Expenses. 

Article  14. — The  cu^ent  expenses  of  each  branch  of  the  association  shall  be- 
met  by  an  annual  assessment  on  each  of  the  companies  belonging  thereto  pro  rata 
to  annual  premium  income  ot  each  company  for  the  period  assessed  upon  within 
each  province  ;  but  an  interim  assessment  may  be  made  pro  rata  on  the  income  of 
the  previous  year,  and  new  companies,  having  no  income  for  said  previous  year,, 
shall  be  assessed  not  less  than  $26  each,  and  as  soon  as  the  income  of  the  current 
year  is  ascertained,  a  pro  rata  adjustment  shall  then  be  made  of  the  amount  payable 
by  each  company,  based  on  said  income. 

BY-LAWS. 

Tarif. 

Section  1  .—The  tariflf  of  rates  adopted  by  the  association  are  for  the  various 
risks  described  therein,  and  are  applicable  to  renewals  as  well  as  to  new  business. 
Except  where  olherwiee  specially  allowed  such  risks  shall  not  be  written  for  a 
longer  period  than  one  year  (unless  three  annual  premiums  at  full  tariff  rates  are  " 
paid  in  advance) — for  periods  of  less  than  one  year,  short  rates  must  be  charged  as 
per  short  term  rate  table  in  the  tariff  books. 

lion-Tariff  Jtisks. 

Section  2.—  The  following  risks  are  not  subject  to  the   operation   of  the  tariflfs,. 

namely  :   Dwellings  and  their  outbuildings  and  contents  (except   situate   in   classes 

A,  B,  C,  or  D,  which  are  rated  in  tariffs),  farm  property  and  property  written  under 

railroad  schedules,  but  individual  railroad  risks  are  subject  to   tariff  rates  and  rules. 

Classification  of  Placesi 

Section  3. — All  cities,  towns,  and  villages  shall  be  classified  according  to  their 
fire  preventive  appliances,  construction,  situation,  &c.,  in  accordance  with. 
«'  Biandard  "  adopted  therefor,  and  each  branch  shall  have  full  power  to  deal  with, 
the  cj^issification  of  all  places  within  its  jurisdiction.  When  the  classification  of  any 
placei  is  changed  the  branch  in  whose  province  the  place  is  situate  shall  name  the 
date  from  which  the  new  rates  shall  apply,  but  a  few  days  should  elap.-e  between  the 
promulgation  of  the  change  and  its  coming  into  effect,  and  no  change  shall  be  made 
by  any  company  until  the  same  shall  have  been  promulgated  by  the  secretary  of  the 
blanch  within  whose  jurisdiction  the  place  may  be.  Officers  shall  instruct  their 
special  agents  SLd  inspectors,  when  in  towns  classified  by  the  association,  when 
practicable,  to  make  enquiry  as  to  the  efiSciency  of  the  fire  appliances,  brigade  and 
apparatus,  and  to  report  any  deficiencies  to  the  secretaries  of  the  association, 

Violation  of  Tariff. 

Section  4. — No  member  of  this  association  shall  accept  a  risk  at  less  than  tariff 
rate;  and  if  an  agent  of  any  company  take  a  risk  under  the  tariff  rate  he  shall  be 
required  by  his  head  office  to  collect  the  additional  premium  immediately  or  cancel 
the  ritk,  reporting  his  action  in  the  matter  to  his  head  office  without  delay  ;  but  if  a 
company  or  the  agent  of  a  company  take  a  risk  which  was  held  or  is  expiring  in 
another  company — a  member  of  this  association  at  less  than  tariff  rate — the  com- 
pany shall  be  obliged  to  cancel  the  insurance,  and  shall  not  be  permitted  to  accept  a 
risk  on  the  same  property  nor  shall  the  agent  be  permitted  to  place  a  risk  thereon 
in  any  company,  lor  one  month  from  the  date  of  such  cancel ment.     If  a  company 
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holds  a  tariff  risk  accepted  or  renewed  at  less  than  tariff  rate  at  the  date  of  last 
renewal  (or  if  the  risk  has  been  rated  specifically  in  the  inlerim),  and  fails  to  collect, 
the  proper  tariff  rate  when  said  risk  next  matures,  it  shall  not  thereafter  have  the 
privilege  of  collecting  the  extra  premium,  but  must  cancel  and  is  prohibited  from 
accepting  or  its  agent  from  placing  in  any  company  a  risk  on  the  same  property 
within  one  month  from  date  of  cancelation. 

Dividing  Commissicm. 
Section  5.— No  member  of  this  association  shall  directly  or  indirectly,  or 
through  their  agent,  allow  any  rebate  or  discount  from  tariff  rates,  or  divide  com- 
mission with  the  assured  or  any  of  his  employees.  This  being  done,  either  by  a  com- 
pany or  by  its  agent  shall  be  considered  an  infraction  of  the  tariff,  and  shall  necessi- 
tate the  immediate  cancelation  of  the  risk  by  the  offending  company  and  agent,  and 
the  company  shall  not  be  permitted  to  accept  a  risk  on  the  same  property,  nor  the 
agent  to  place  a  risk  thereon  in  any  company  for  three  months  from  date  of  cancel- 
ation. 

Gom'plainis. 

Section  6. — When  an  agent  of  any  company  shall  report  to  his  head  oflSce  an 
alleged  violation  of  the  tariff  by  an  agent,  or  agents  of  other  companies,  such  head 
office  shall  immediately  report  the  same  to  the  secretary  within  whose  jurisdic- 
tion the  risk  may  be  with  all  the  facts  respecting  the  same  in  their  possession.  The 
secretary  shall  investigate  the  matter,  and  if  need  be,  have  the  right  of  access  to  any 
books,  papers,  &c.  When  a  complaint  thus  made  to  the  secretary  of  either  branch 
is  against  a  company  whose  head  office  belongs  to  the  other  branch,  the  secretary  to 
whom  the  complaint  is  made  shall  if  necessary  communicate  the  same  to  the  secre- 
tary within  whose  jurisdiction  the  head  office  of  the  company  complained  of  is  situ- 
ate ;  which  latter  official  shall  have  full  powers  to  carry  out  the  rules  of  the  associa- 
tion with  regard  to  such  charges  of  infringement  of  the  tariff  and  by-laws.  If  a 
company  refuses  to  carry  out  such  tariff  rate  or  by-laws  after  its  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  the  matter,  the  secretaries  shall  biing  the  complaint  before  a  meeting  of 
the  branch  in  whose  district  the  offence  has  been  committed .  Should  the  company 
then  fail  in  having  the  matter  rectified  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  branch,  all  the  facts 
shall  be  communicated  to  the  association,  whose  decision  in  the  matter  shall  be  final. 
Should  the  defaulting  company  neglect  to  comply  with  the  decision  of  the  aseociation, 
a  special  meeting  of  the  association  shall  be  called,  as  provided  for  in  article  10  of  the 
constitution,  to  determine  what  action  shall  be  taken,  furthermore  should  it  be 
proven,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  association,  that  any  company  is  persistently  vio- 
lating any  of  the  by  laws  or  tariffs,  or  peimitting  any  of  its  agents  so  to  do,  a  special 
meeting  of  the  association  shall  be  called,  as  hereinbefore  provided,  to  deal  with  the 
matter. 

Infringements  of  tariff  to  he  printed  in  minutes. 

Section  7. — The  secretaries  shall  furnish  monthly  to  their  respective  branches, 
reports  of  all  infractions  of  the  tariff  coming  before  them,  which  have  been  substan- 
tiated by  them,  giving  the  name  of  the  company,  agency  at  which  the  risk  has  been 
taken,  and  particulars  of  infraction  substantiated,  without,  however,  mentioning  name 
of  owner  or  occupant  of  premises,  or  immediate  location  of  same.  This  list  shall  be, 
published  in  the  first  official  minutes  of  the  following  month. 

Agenti  to  sign  agreement  to  observe  tariff. 

Section  8, — Companies,  members  of  the  association,  shall  require  all  Iheir  agents 
to  sign  an  agreement  of  the  following  form,  and  shall  file  the  same  with  secretaries: 

To  the 

Insurance  Company 
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I  hereby  ackflowledge  having  received  copies  of  tariff  and  instructions  to  agents, 
and  I  pledge  myself  to  adhere  to  the  rates  and  bylaws  of  the  Canadian  Fire  Under- 
writers' Association  as  therein  set  forth,  and  as  may  be  hereafter  communicated  to 
me  from  time  to  time. 

I  further  pledge  myself  to  charge  tariff  rates  for  all  business  placed  by  me  in  any 
company,  purely  mutual  ofiices  alone  accepted. 

Joint  Branches'  Power. 

Section  9. — The  alteration  of  a  present  or  the  addition  of  a  new  tariff,  by-law  or 
rate  can  be  made  at  the  request  of  three  or  more  members,  by  the  unanimous  vote 
of  each  of  the  two  branches  present  at  a  meeting  called  for  such  purpose,  without 
needing  to  wait  for  the  annual,  semi-annual  or  special  meeting,  provided  due  notice 
in  writing  be  given  of  the  said  proposed  by-law  or  rate  and  printed  in  the  previous 
minutes. 

Rating  of  Bisks  peculiarly  Constructed. 

Section  10. — It  shall  be  competent  for  the  association  acting  by  the  branches  at 
Montreal  and  Toronto  jointly,  to  specially  rate  any  risk  that  may  possess  peculiari- 
ties of  construction,  appliances  for  extinguishing  fires,  or  other  features  that  were 
not  taken  into  account  when  the  minimum  rate  for  that  class  of  risk  was  fixed.  If 
such  features  be  considered  sufficient  to  entitle  the  risk  to  a  reduction  of  rate,  then 
the  rate  on  said  risk  shall  be  reduced,  but  only  in  the  manner  following,  to  wit:  the 
nature  of  such  feature  of  the  risk  shall  be  distinctly  set  forth,  and  a  specific  sum  shall 
be  staled  as  the  deduction  or  deductions  to  be  made  for  tbe  same.  Such  deductions 
shall  then  be  embodied  in  the  general  tariff  in  the  form  of  schedule,  and  the  same 
may  be  applied  to  all  risks  whatsoever  of  a  similar  class  that  may  possess  the  same 
feature  or  features. 

Specially  Bating  "  Standard  "  Manufacturing  Bisks. 

Section  11. — That  where  a  manufacturing  risk  has  been  so  constructed  or  im- 
proved as  to  be  rendered  eligible  for  acceptance  by  the  New  England  Mutual  Insur- 
ance Companies,  such  risk  may,  upon  application,  be  exempted  from  the  operation 
of  any  tariff,  and  shall  then  be  specially  rated  by  the  respective  brauoh  of  the  apsocia- 
tion  within  whose  jarisdiotion  it  may  be,  according  to  the  circumstances  of  each 
case,  but  such  specially  rated  risk  shall  ba  iuspeoted  at  least  twice  a  year  a**  a 
guarautee  that  the  standard  for  which  tba  special  rating  was  granted  is  being  main- 
tained ;  the  expenses  of  such  inspection  to  be  borne  by  the  companies  interested  in 
the  risk. 

Powers  of  Secretaries  as  to  Bating. 

Section  12.— (a.)  Concerning  risks  rated  in  the  "Minimum  Tariff" — The 
secretaries  shall,  when  requested,  determine  questions  of  application  of  same  but 
they  shall  rate  no  risk  below  such  tariff;  they  may,  however,  rate  risks,  so  far  as 
"  specials  "  are  concerned,  above  the  tariff,  under  such  circumstances  as  may  appear 
to  them  requisite  ;  and  such  special  ratings  shall  be  absolutely  binding  upon  com- 
panies when  promulgated  by  them.  Any  rating,  however,  shall  be  subject  to  ap- 
peal to  the  association,  but  the  full  rate  must,  in  the  meantime,  be   collected. 

(b)  Concerning  risks  of  a  class  for  which  any  schedule  for  rating  has  been 
adopted  by  the  association. — They  shall  rate  such  risks  in  accordance  with  schedule, 
but  where,  by  reason  of  the  construction,  or  by  some  special  feature  of  a  risk,  the 
strict  application  of  the  schedule  extras  would  inflict  a  manifest  injustice,  the  secre- 
tary and  inspector  of  each  branch  shall  have  power  to  modify  the  extras  in  the  sche- 
dule for  such  risk.  And  further,  that  whereas,  by  the  strict  application  of  the  extra 
required  by  the  schedule  ratings  for  boiler,  causes  in  many  instances  an  injustice  to 
the  assured,  where  the  boiler  is  used  for  heatina:  only,  and  similarly  as  regards  iron 
smoke  stacks  in  buildings  which  ao  not  endanger  the  factory  proper,   it  shall  be    at 
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the  discretion  of  the  secretary  and  inspector  of  the  respective  branches  to  modify  or 
abolish  altogether  the  extras  in  question,  if  circumstances  warrant  such  action. 

(c.)  Concerning  silent  manufacturing  risks. — The  secretaries  may  specially 
rate  silent  manufacturing  risks,  except  any  so  provided  for  in  the  tariffs,  where  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  appear  to  call  for  any  departure  from  the  usual  rule  of 
changing  working  rate. 

Municipal  Taxation. 

Section  13. — In  cities  and  towns  where  taxation  is  imposed  on  insurance  com- 
panies, such  places  shall  have  their  rates  increased  by  reducing  their  classification 
one  letter,  or  by  imposing  a  percentage  upon  the  rates,  as  may  be  determined  by 
the  branch  within  whose  jurisdiction  the  place  may  be.  Provided,  that  when  the 
municipal  taxation  is  based  on  the  net  income  only,  and  is  a  general  municipal  tax 
and  not  a  specific  tax  upon  insurance  companies  or  mercantile  corporations,  no  in- 
crease of  rates  shall  be  charged. 

Limit  of  Expense  of  Local  Board. 

Section  14. — The  expenses  to  the  companies  of  any  local  board,  working  under 
tariffs  A,  B,  or  C,  shall  be  limited  to  $200  a  year,  and  no  local  board  shall  have  any 
claim  upon  any  company  until  its  organization  shall  have  been  sanctioned  by  this 
association. 

Companies  Names  to  be  Given  in  Certain  Cases. 

Section  15. — The  names  of  companies  that  have  taken  risks  from  other  com- 
panies under  tariff  rates  and  fail  to  rectify  the  same  within  15  days,  and  the  names 
of  companies  not  answering  the  queries  in  bulletin  within  one  week,  shall  be  pub- 
lished  in  the  minutes.  .  . 

We  the  undersigned  representatives,  on  behalf  of  our  respective  companies,  do 
hereby  pledge  and  bind  ouselves  faithfully  to  observe  the  foregoing  constitution  and 
rules. 


EXHIBIT  44a. 

EXPENSES    OF  THE  MONTEBAL   BEANCH   OF   THE    CANADIAN  FIEE 
UNDBRWEITBRS'  ASSOCIATION,  FOE  TEE  YBAES  1884-85-86-8Y. 

Memo,  of  Expenses,  1887. 

Eent,  taxes,  telephone,  janitor,  &c $    438  83 

Salaries— secretary,  inspector,  &o ^,^'^  «^ 

Travelling  expenses  of  inspector  *""  ^" 

Printing,  stationery,  office  supplus. '^^  ^^ 

KS:e^SZiin;e;Ugatfo;-=;;;^iFi;;-Bi:g^  264  2« 

Photo,  picture  of  members ^'^  ^" 

Secretary's  expenses  to  Toronto ^"  o" 

Flowers,  lunch,  sundries .••••A"'r" »??  ua 

Expenses  attending  local  committee  m  Qaebec 7^  94 

Interest  on  overdraft 

Total  expenses ^p'^'?^.  ^^  ..,  ,„  . 

which  is  about  36  cents  per  $100  of  premium  income  in  Province  of  Quebec  ($1,634, 
340)  for  year  1887. 
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INsDBANCE, 


The 


B. 

MoNTEEAL,  15th  June,  1887. 
Insurance  Company  in  account  with  Treasurer  Montreal 


Branch — Canadian  Fire  Underwriters'  Association. 

Dr. 

December,  1884 — To  proportion  of  expenses  of  Montreal  Branch  for  8  months  to 
date,  $.1.81^  per  81,000  on  $  ,  your  premium  income  in  Province  of 
Quebec,  1884.  Total  expenses,  $2,846.98,  is  $1.87^  per  «1,000  on  total 
premiam  income,  $1,521,325. 

December,  1885. — To  proportion  of  expenses  ot  Montreal  Branch  for  12  months  to 
date,  82.21  per  $1,000  on  S  ,  your  premium  income  in  Province  of 
Quebec,  1885.  Total  expenses,  $3,042.67,  is  $2.21  per  $1,000  on  total 
premium  income,  $1,376,930. 

December,  1886. — To  proportion  of  expenses  of  Montreal  Branch  for  12  months  to 
date,  $3. 14j  per  $1,000  on  $  ,  your  premium  income  in  Province  of 
Qaebec,  1886.  Total  expenses,  $4,450  20,  is  $i.l4J  per  $1,000  on  total 
premiom  income  of  $1,414,630. 

March,  18^7. — To  proportion  of  expenses  of  specifically  rating  the  city  of  Quebec, 
$50  per  company,  and  $12.98  per  $1,000  on  $  ,  your  premium  income 
in  that  city  for  1886.  Total  expense,  $  i,4^9.i;5,  23  subscribing  companies 
at  $50  =  $11.50,  balance  $2,289.25,  is  $12.98  per  $1,000  on  total  premiam 
income  in  city,  $176,338. 

June,  1887. — To  assessment  to  meet  current  year's  expenses  of  the  Montreal  Branch, 
$4  00  per  $1000  on  $  ,  your  premium  income  for  1886  in  Province  of 
Qaebec,  to  be  hereafter  adjusted  on  current  year's  income. 


Ck, 


By  cash  paid  assessment,  July,  1884. 

January,  1885. 
September,  1885. 
April,  1886. 
December,  1886. 

Balance  due  Treasurer. 

Payment  of  balance  at  an  early  date  will  oblige. 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

CANADIAN  FIKB  UNDERWRITERS'   ASSOCIATION, 

Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditure,  Montreal  Branch,  Years  1884,  1885,  1886. 


Date. 


1884. 
May     1 

July 

Dec..... 


Receipts. 


Balance    from    "  Insurance 
Exchange  " 

Cash  from   assetemecit 

Companies 

do  do 


$    eta. 


320  76 

2,018  55 
1,503  99 


3,843  30 


Date. 


1884. 
May     1 

to 
Dec.  31 


EXPENDITDKB. 


Secretary's  salary 

OfSce  rent,  taxes 

Printing  tariffs,  minutes,  Ac 

Legal  and  other  expenses  re  un- 
derground insurance  and  muni- 
cipal taxation 

Expenses  rating  Chaudi^re  (Ot- 
tawa) Lumber  District 

Postage,  telegrams,  telephone, 
office  supplies,  &c 

Total  expenses  for  1884 
Balance  to  1885 , 


$    cts. 

666  65 

197  26 

1,287  05 

432  55 

147  12 

116  36 

2,846  98 
996  32 

3,843  30 

INSURANCE. 
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Statement  of  Beceipts  and  Expenditure,  &c. — Concluded 


Date. 


1885. 
Jan.    1 
-Sept 


Receipts. 


Balance  from  1884 

Gash    from  assessment 
Oompanies 


$    Ota. 


996  32 


2,367  11 


Date. 


1885 
Jan. 
to 
Dec.  31 


EXPENDITUBB. 


1886. 
Jan.  1 
April  .. 

Dee 


Balance  from  1885 

Cash    from  assessment 

Companies 

do  do 


3,363  43 


320  76 

4,130  80 
2,003  23 


Secretary's  salary  

Office  rent,  taxes,  &c 

Printing  account 

Furniture  and  office  fixtures 

Legal  and  other  expenses  re  un 
derground  insurance 

Travelling  expenses  of  secretary, 
attending  meetings  in  Toronto 
and  Ottawa,  and  of  special 
deputation  to  Toronto  re  "  Mem 
bership  of  Mutnals  "    

Postage,  telegrams,  teleplione, 
office  supplies,  &c 


1886 
Jan. 
to 
Dec.  31 


Total  expennes  for  1885  . 
Balance  to  1886 


6,454  79 


Salary  of  secretary 

do        inspector,  lOJ  mos.  ..- 
do        office  lad,  8  mos 

Office  rent,  taxes,  $336.95— leas 
$50  received  from  life  co.'s  . 

Printing  account  _ 

Travelling  expenses,  deputations 
to  Toronto  re  "  Insurance  Act" 
"  Three  Tears  Tariff,"  and  of 
secretary  attending  annual 
meeting 

Inspector's  travelling  expenses.... 

Postage,  telegrams,  telephone, 
office  supplies,  &c 

Testimonial  to  Mr.  Fred.  Cole  on 
his  resignetion  of  the  treasurer' 
ship,  in  recognition  of  services 
in  capacity  for  several  years 
past 


Total  expenses  for  1886,, 
•Balance  to  1887 


%    eta. 


1,333  32 
322  85 
635  40 
273  45 

166  26 


200  70 
220  69 


3,042  67 
320  76 


3,363  43 


,600  00 

,050  00 

66  00 

236  95 
439  42 


248  48 
205  05 

154  30 


600  00 


4,460  20 
2,004  59 


6,454  79 


•  Including  $1,021.82  expended  on  account  of  specific  rating  of  Quebec  City,  cost  of  which  will 
be  specially  assessed  on  companies  interested.  .,^„™■^-r.r^^.^TT     o       m 

^        '  ALF.  W.  HADEILL,  Sec. -Treasurer. 

Audited. 

G.  H.  McHenry,  Auditor. 

Montreal,  21st  March,  1887. 


EXHIBIT  45ai. 
Extracts  from  a  letter  writton  to  Harold  Bngelbach,  Esq..  Manager  of  the  "National 

Association  Company  of  Ireland,"  3  College  Green,  Dublin,  dated  Toronto,  23rd 

Feburary,  1886. 

"  Notwithstanding  what  I  stated  to  you  in  my  last  hurried  scrawl  from  Kingston, 
I  must  affliGt  you  with  the  history  of  the  origin  of  the  'Millers  and  Manufacturers 
so  that  you  may  clearly  understand  the  positioQ  of  affairs. 
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"  We  (the  association)  framed  a  tariff  in  October,  1883,  in  which,  on  flour  mills 
that  had  been  written  at  one  and  one  half  per  cent,  we  advanced  to  two  per  cent, 
and  on  those  which  had  been  written  at  two  per  cent,  and  two  and  one  quarter  per 
cent,  we  advanced  to  two  and  three  quarter  per  cent.  At  a  meeting  of  the  association 
held  in  Montreal  in  September,  1884,  which  virtually  closed  on  Friday  evening,  after 
which  most  of  the  western  members  left  for  home,  presuming  that  at  the  Saturday 
meeting  the  unfinished  business  only  would  be  dealt  with.  This,  however,  did  not 
prove  to  be  the  case,  as  at  the  Saturday  meeting  flour  mill  rating  was  again  taken  up 
and  in  the  face  of  remonstrances  from  Mr.  Wood  of  the  '  Etna'  and  Mr.  Wickins  of 
the  '  Commercial  Union'  the  only  western  representatives  present,  another  increase 
of  three  quarter  per  cent,  was  added  to  all  mills  and  their  storehouse  rates,  thus 
making  two  jumps  within  one  year  without  any  regard  whatever  to  the  moral  hazard 
or  the  internal  or  external  equipments  for  preventing  fires.  Old  "  fire  traps"  and 
slovenly  managed  mills  as  well  as  those  most  carefully  conducted  were  all  placed  on  the 
same  basis  and  forced  to  pay  the  same  rates.  It  was  but  natural  that  such  action  should 
create  considerable  feeling  when  the  policies  on  the  better  class  of  mills  became 
renewable,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  the  friction  caused  thereby,  is  not  confined  to  mill 
owners,  but  has  extended  to  the  other  manufacturers  in  this  province.  Mr.  How- 
land's  repeated  assurance  of  the  organiBations  determined  on,  in  consequence  of  what 
was  considered  unjust  action,  I  doubted  until  I  could  no  longer  do  so,  and,  therefore, 
felt  I  was  best  serving  all  interests  by  taking  a  position  through  which  I  might  bring 
about  a  better  feeling  and  the  relation  that  should  exist  between  supply  and  demand. 
You  know  as  I  do  that  it  is  the  insured  who  should  and  do  pay  the  losses  and  ex- 
penses, and  also  in  addition  thereto,  a  fair  compensation  for  the  hazard  assumed  in  a 
well  managed  company.  To  my  mind  it  was,  therefore,  folly  to  irritate  and  create 
such  bad  feeling  with  the  source  from  which  we  derive  our  very  existence.  It  is 
however,  the  chronic  characteristic  of  many  of  our  eastern  members  to  do  so  when- 
ever they  mount  a  hobby.  We  have  also  created  a  serious  competition  on  the  part 
of  American  companies.  When  in  New  York  last  summer  I  saw  a  .whole  page 
covered  with  the  names  of  applicants  for  insurance  in  sums  ranging  from  $27,000  to 
$40,000  each,  to  the  '  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,'  155  Broadway,  New  York, 
from  Hamilton,  Toronto,  Kingston  and  Montreal.  I  enclose  one  of  Secretary  Arm- 
strong's letters,  and  send  you  by  this  mail  a  copy  of  their  last  annual  report.  See 
also  enclosed  letter  fiom  Montreal  correspondent  of  the  Mail.  Harbor  commissioners 
there  have  placed  the  whole  of  their  property  with  American  companies.  Last 
week  the  "  Merriton  Cotton  Mills  Company"  placed  $100,000  of  their  risk  in  Ameri- 
can companies,  $10,000  of  which  was  covered  last  year  under  your  "  National"  policy 
201,842,  as  a  great  personal  favor  we  were  able  to  retain  $5,000  covered  now  by  your 
policy.  All  our  policies  on  the  Eiordan  Paper  Mills  (202,41 1 ,  $6,000)  were  cancelled 
last  month  and  the  whole  placed  with  our  Yankee  cousins.  I  conld  fill  a  letter  citing 
similar  cases  that  have  been,  or  are  about  being,  taken  to  the  other  side.  I  had,  and 
still  have,  strong  hopes  that  the  '  Millers  and  Manufacturers'  would  in  a  measure 
arrest  this  exodus  of  business  from  our  midst.  What  exercises  me  most  over  this 
matter  is  the  fact,  that  it  is  the  very  best  class  of  risks  of  their  kind  that  we  are 
losing  in  this  way.  Those  of  a  '  Singe  Cat'  character  will  not  be  taken  by  them  and 
are,  therefore,  left  for  us  to  squabble  over,  and  such  will  continue  to  be  the  case  while 
we  are  sleeping  over  a  promise  made  last  March  that  equitable  schedule  rating  would 
at  once  be  adopted. 

"My  next  will  have  less  of  shop  in  it;  meantime,   kindly  excuse  this,  written  in, 
the  midst  of  business,  interruptions  and  considerable  worry. 

"  Faithfully, 

"HUGH  SCOTT," 
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A. 

MUTUAL  FIRE  USTSURINCE  COMPANr. 

The  committee  appointed  to  carry  out  the  following  resolution,  adopted  at  the 
meeting  of  millers  held  in  the  Board  of  Trade  Rooms,  Toronto,  on  Friday,  20th 
March,  1885,  viz  :— 

Moved  by  Mr.  D.  Plewes,  Brantford,  seconded  by  Mr.  A.  Watts,  Brantford, — 
"  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  establish  a  Millers'  and  Manufacturers'  In- 
surance Company,  under  the  Aot^  of  the  Province  of  Ontario  regarding  mutual  in- 
surance companies,  which  provide  for  a  stock  capital ;  and  that  Messrs.  Whitelaw, 
Paris  ;  H.  iT,  Baird,  Toronto;  D.  Plewos,  Brantford ;  M.  MoLaughlan,  Toronto ;  J.  D. 
Saunby,  London  ;  W.  H.  BLuwland,  Toronto;  S.  Neelon,  St.  Catharines  ;  James  Gol- 
die,  Gaelph  ;  B.  W.  B.  Snider,  Waterloo,  and  A.  Watts,  Brantford,  be  a  committee  to 
carry  the  above  resolution  into  effect."— Carried. 

Have  concluded  to  do  so  on  the  following  basis  : — 

To  raise  a  subs-cribed  capital  of  at  least  $250, OUO,  on  which  ten  per  cent,  will  be 
called  up  ($25,000).  On  this  paid  up  capital,  it  is  proposed  to  pay  an  annual  divi- 
dend of  ten  per  cent.  As  the  earning  powers  of  this  sum  will  not  he  less  tb-sn  six 
per  cent,  it  will  at  once  be  seen  the  additional  four  per  cent,  will  be  a  very  small 
tax  on  the  revenue  of  the  company,  compared  to  the  security  it  will  give  and  the 
confidence  it  will  inspire. 

The  rates  of  premium  it,  is  proposed  to  charge  will  be  a  cash  payment  one-quar- 
ter (25  per  cent  )  less  than  the  now  exacted  rates,  and  an  undertaking  to  be  given 
for  a  similar  sum.  It  is  expected  this  cash  premium  will  bo  largely  in  excess  of  the 
losses,  and  the  surplus,  after  providing  a  reserve  fund,  will  be  apportioned  among 
the  insurers,  and  allowed  as  a  rebate  or  dividend  off  the  cash  premium  payable  at 
the  end  of  each  year  on  the  renewal  of  the  policy,  thus  giving  insurance  at  cost. 

A  local  company  having  a  limited  number  of  risks  is  obliged  to  write  smalllines, 
and  hence  affords  only  partial  protection  to  its  members,  while  one  with  a  capital  and 
an  ample  cash  reserve  fund,  covering  a  large  extent  of  territory,  will  be  able  to  give, 
conjointly  with  existing  mutual  companies,  by  way  of  reinsurance  or  otherwise,  all 
the  protection  required  at  much  lees  cost  than  the  rates  now  exacted. 

It  is  not  the  intention  to  employ  local  agents,  but  have   all  risks   examined  by 

competent  inspectors,  who  will  have  no  interest  in  recommending  undesirable  hazards. 

The  first  required  step  towards  organizing  is  to  secure  the  promise  of  a   given 

amount  of  insurance,  and  you  are  therefore  requested  to  fill   up   the   enclosed   form, 

stating  what  sum  you  will  insure  with  the  company. 

Jf  it  is  your  desire  to  become  a  stockholder,  we  have  to  ask  you  to  also  fill  up  in 
the  enclosed  form  the  sum  you  are  willing  to  subscribe  for  of  the  contemplated 
capital. 

As  it  is  desirable  the  company  should  be  established  as  soon  as  possible,  an  early 
reply  is  requested,  addressed  to  W.  H .  Howland,  Toronto. 

JAMES  GOLDIE,  Chairman. 

ToEONTO,  2'7th  March,  1885. 

P.S.— Should  you  desire  any  further  details  of  the  scheme,  kindly  communicate 
■with  W.  H.  Howland,  Toronto,  who  will  be  happy  to   furnish   you  with  the  fullest 

particulars.  ,         ,,  ^  ,        ■       •■    , 

]»;j_  B_ The  payment  of  the  ten  per  cent,  to  be  called  up  on  the  subscribed  capi- 
tal can  be  arranged  to  suit  your  convenience . 

From  "  The  Popular  Science  Monthly." 
"The  textile  manufacturers  of  New  England  have  shown  how  best  the  riskS; 
losses  and  expenses  of  fire  can  be  reduced  to  a  minimum.  In  1835,  whan  Hon 
Zachariah  Allen,  of  Providence,  established  mutual  insurance  among  tbe  mills  a 
Rhode  Island,  the  ra^es  charged  by  stock  companies  varied  from  one  aad  one-halt  tc 
two  and  one-half  per  cent.  Even  at  these  high  figures  the  business  was  unprofitable 
3—41 
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and  the  placing  of  risks  often  a  matter  of  diflSculty.  Within  the  fifty  years  sinoe 
1835,  the  cost  of  insuring  factories  of  Now  England  has  been  reduced  to  two- 
sevenths  of  one  per  cent. 

"  On  1st  January,  1885,  the  nineteen  associated  Factory  Mutual  Insurance  Com- 
panies had  at  risk  no  less  a  sum  than  $375,000,000,  an  amount  nearly  twice  as  large 
as  that  at  risk  seven  years  before.  During  these  seven  years  the  cost  to  the  insurers 
in  the  leading  company — The  Boston  Manufacturers' — had  declined  twenly-three  per 
cent,  as  compared  with  the  cost  during  the  years  fi-om  1850  to  1878.  In  the  early 
part  of  this  latter  period  the  volume  of  business  was  small,  and  the  losses  propor- 
tionately greater  than  they  afterwards  became.  During  1884  the  net  premiums  paid 
by    insureis  in  the  mutual  companies  averaged  28-28  cents  per  $100  insured. 

"  Although  the  cost  is  currently  but  28  cents  per  $100  per  annum,  the  companies 
charge  rates  averaging  80  cents,  the  difference  being  returned  as  dividend.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  payment  of  premium  each  insurer  becomes  liable  for  an  assessment  five 
times  as  great  as  the  premium.  No  such  assessment  has  ever  been  called  for  in  the 
history  of  the  Factory  Mutual  Companies. 

"  When  an  ordinary  mill  or  factory  adopts  the  means  of  safety  laid  down  by 
the  mutual  underwriters  it  is  computed  that  the  outlay  is  saved  in  premiums  in 
two  years." 


B. 

CANADIAN  FIEB  UNDBEWRITERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

Extracts  from  minutes  of  Special  General  Meeting, 

Ottawa,  13th  October,  1885. 

Met  this  day  at  10  a.m.,  in  the  city  of  Ottawa,  in  accordance  with  a  requisition 
to  the  president,  signed  by  eighteen  companies.  The  meeting  was  called  to  take 
place  in  the  Eussell  House,  but  the  place  was  subsequently  changed  to  the  City  Hall, 
kindly  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  association  by  the  city  authorities. 

Companies  represented  :— Mr.  G.  F.  C.  Smith  (Liverpool  and  London  and  Globe) 
president,  in  the  cbair;  iE.na,  British  America,  Caledonia,  Citizens,  City  of  Lon- 
don, Commercial  Union,  Fire  Insurance  Association,  Glasgow  and  London, 
Guardian,  Hartford,  Imperial,  Lancashire,  London  and  Lancashire,  London 
Assurance,  Mercantile,  National  of  Ireland,  North  British  and  Mercantile,  Northern, 
Phcenix  of  London,  Quebec,  Royal,  Royal  Canadian,  Scottish  Union  and  National, 
Waterloo  Mutual,    Western. 

The  '•  item  number  "  is  the  numbeir  of  the  subject  on  the  agenda. 
1.  President's  Opening  Eemarks.—Aiter  calling  the  meeting  to  order,  the  presi- 
dent explained  that  he  had  summoned  this  special  general  meeting  in  consoquenod 
of  a  requisition  having  been  presented  to  him  in  accordance  with  article  6  of  the 
constitution.  As  provided  by  the  rules,  the  proceedings  would  be  confined  to  the 
business  named  in  the  agenda  which  accompanied  the  requisition  referred  to.  The 
agenda  would  be  found  so  comprehensive  that  in  all  probability  the  holding  of  the 
semi-annual  meeting,  which  was  adjourned  to  November  next,  would  be  a  matter  of 
form.  Alter  a  few  further  remarks  as  to  the  object  of  this  meeting,  the  president 
desired,  with  a  view  of  facilitating  the  business,  that  the  following  should  be  the 
rules  of  order :  — 

That  no  member  shall  address  the  board  for  more  than  ten  minutes  on  any  one 
subject,  nor  more  than  once  without  permission  of  the  meeting,  but  that   the  mover 
and  seconder  shall  have  the  right  of  reply,  which  shall  close  the  debate. 
That  members  addressing  the  meeting  shall  stand. 
That  all  motions  shall  be  in  writing. 
These  rules  were  adopted  accordingly. 

2.  Fire  Preventive  Appliances.— (Itom  No.  1.)     The  president  called  on  the 
committee  on  hre   preventive  appliances  for  their  report.     Mr.   J,  J.   Kenny    the 
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Toronto  chairman  of  that  committee,  read  the  report  and  moved,  seconded  byMr.  L. 
H.  Boult,  the  Montreal  chairman  of  the  same  committee, 

That  the  report  be  received. — Carried. 

Mr.  Kenny  then  read  the  report,  clause  by  clause,  which  was  amended  to  read 
«s  follows :  — 

STANDARD  OF  APPLIANCES. 

3.  Waterworks — Must  be  eflScient  and  sufficient  at  all  seasons  of  the  year  (pro- 
"vision  being  made  to  provide  against  frost)  for  the  size  and  requirements  of  the 
place,  with  proper  mains  and  necessary  hydrants.  Pressure  in  mains  must  be  suf- 
ficient to  throw  three  streams  through  300  feet  of  leading  2J  inch  hose,  with  a  one 
inch  nozzle,  to  a  height  of  75  feet.  (Failing  the  necessary  pressure,  steamers  must 
be  provided  to  supply  that  want.)  Where  the  water  pressure  is  not  by  gravity,  and 
pumping  power  is  employed,  said  power  must  be  in  an  independent  and  separate 
first-class  building,  and  under  the  control  of  the  municipality. 

4.  Water  Supply  other  than  Waterworks. — Water  tanks  of  the  capacity  of  at  least 
5,000  gallons  each  must  be  provided  at  a  distance  of  not  more  than  500  feet  from 
each  other,  and  must  cover  the  business  portion  of  the  place  at  least,  and  always 
kept  full,  unless  there  is  a  running  stream,  or  other  natural  source,  which  provides 
an  ample  supply.  If  water  supply  is  obtained  from  a  running  stream  or  other 
natural  source,  convenient  platforms  upon  which  to  place  and  work  engines  must 
be  provided  and  maintained,  and  be  so  situated  as  to  enable  the  fire  department  to 
reach  the  business  portion  of  the  place.  The  water  tanks,  running  stream,  or  other 
natural  source,  must  be  available  at  all  seasons  of  the  year. 

5.  Steam  Fire  Engines— Kwsi  be  capable  of  throwing  not  less  than  300  gallons 
a  minute,  and  of  throwing  a  stream  15t)  feet  horizontally  through  a  nozzle  not  less 
than  \\  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  through  500  feet  of  leading  hose,  or  two  streams 
througn  two  lines  of  hose  with  one  inch  nozzle.  Not  less  than  20  feet  of  suction 
hose  nor  less  than  1,000  feet  of  2J  inch  leading  hose  must  be  supplied.  Steam 
engines  must  have  a  permanent  paid  engineer,  and  an  assistant  engineer,  and  be  fully 
equipped  with  all  tools  necessary  for  the  effjotive  working  of  same.  Except  in  cases 
where  the  water  pressure  is  direct  and  up  to  the  standard,  all  steamers  must  have 
ateam  heater  and  steam  kept  up  to  15  pounds  constantly,  and  one  man  (or  more,  if 
deemed  necessary  by  the  fire  appliance  committee)  shall  sleep  in  engine  house  at 
night  who  must  be  capable  of  operating  the  engine.  Some  adequate  piovisioE 
should  be  made  to  have  horses  available  for  hauling  engines  to  fires.  In  places  of 
less  than  10,000  inhabitants,  one  steamer  shall  be  provided;  in  places  of  less  than 
20,000  but  over  10,000,  two  steamers  must  be  procured  ;  o\  er  2'0,000  up  to  30,(jOC 
three  steamers. 

6.  Chemical  Fire  Engine  —Must  be  self-acting,  with  a  cylinder  of  copper  not  lesi 
than  80  gallons  capacity,  or  two  cylinders  of  not  less  than  50  gallons  each,  with  s 
recharging  tank  capable  of  refilling  cylinder  with  water  in  not  more  than  one  minute 
or  other  chemical  engine  of  equal  capacity  and  efficiency. 

N.B. — In  waterworks  cities,  recharging  tank  will  not  be  insisted  upon. 

The  engine  must  be  supplied  with  not  less  than  150  feet  of  suitable  hose,  at  leasl 
one  incti  internal  diameter,  with  an  automatic  reel  or  some  other  arrangement  equally 
effective.  All  other  necessary  appliances,  including  three  acid  bottles,  must  be  pro 
vided  and  maintained  for  the  efficient  working  of  the  engine. 

Fire  companies  of  not  less  than  15  men  must  be  organized  and  maintained  fo: 
the  effectual  working  of  the  engine.  A  competent  man  must  be  paid  for  taking 
charge  of  the  engine,  who   shall   be   held  responsible   for   keeping  it  in  thoroughly 

effective  working  order, 

N.B —Where  a  chemical  engine  is  added  to  other  appliances,  a  separate  lir 
company  of  not  less  than  ten  men  will  be  necessary,  except  when  horses  are  provide( 
for  hauling  same,  when  three  men  shall  be  deemed  sufficient, 

7  Hand  Engines.— With  cylinder  of  not  less  than  seven  inches  in  diameter,  it  o 
the  button  or  similar  make  of  engine,  or  five  inches  if  of  the  Perry  or  Hunnema 
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make.  The  engine  must  be  fully  equipped  with  a  sufficient  quantity  of  suction  hose 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  place  (not  lees  than  It!  feet  in  any  case  of  suitable 
Buction  hose)  and  all  other  necessary  appliances  for  the  efficient  working^  of  the 
engine.  The  engine  must  be  capable  of  throwing  a  f  inch  stream  not  lees  than  100 
feet  horizontally  through  500  feet  of  leading  hose  of  not  less  than  2h  inches  internal 
diameter. 

Not  less  than  500  feet  of  rubber  or  cotton  rubber  lined  hose  not  less  than  2^ 
inches  diameter  must  be  provided.  Also  hose  reel  or  reels  capable  of  carrying 
500  feet  of  such  hose.     Hose  must  be  capable  of  resisting  150  lbs.  by  hydraulic  test. 

A  fire  company  must  be  organized  and  maintained,  consisting  of  not  less  than 
24  men,  with  a  suffici  ent  supply  of  ladders. 

8.  Hose  (^Steamer  and  Waterworks.') — Hose  must  be  of  rubber,  or  cotton  rubber 
lined,  not  less  than  2\  inches  diameter,  and  capable  of  resisting  an  hydraulic  presbure 
of  at  least  200  lbs. 

9.  Hose  Reels. — At  least  two  reels  must  be  provided,  capable  of  carrying  at  least 
500  feet  of  standand  hose  fcr  each  steamer. 

10.  Engine  Bouse. — Engines  of  every  kind,  hand  power,  steam  or  chemical,  must 
be  kept  in  a  brick  or  stone  building.  Laving  a  tire  constantly  kept  up  in  a  self-feeding 
stove  or  other  approved  heater,  1o  a  temjerature  not  less  than  40°  from  1st  Novem- 
ber to   Ist  May  in  each  year. 

11.  Fire  Company  {Steamer  and  Waterworks.')— 'Exigi-DQ  companies  (if  volunteers) 
of  not  less  than  20  men  and  hose  company  of  same  number  must  be  maintained  • 
if  engine  and  hose  companies  combined,  or  where  direct  pressure  is  employed  not 
less  than  30  men. 

12.  In  General. — It  must  be  understood  that  in  all  cases  the  fire  apparatus, 
hydrants,  hose  and  equipments  shall  be  kept  in  thoroughly  efficient  condition  at  all 
times,  in  order  to  be  consideied  as  affecting  the  classification  of  the  place,  and  a  cer- 
tificate, to  be  provided  by  the  association,  must  be  sent  to  the  secretary  of  the  asto- 
ciation,  signed  by  an  official  of  the  place  on  the  Slst  March,  30th  June,  SUth  Septem- 
ber and  3l8t  December  of  each  year,  stating  when  the  last  test  of  the  appliances  waa 
made  and  its  results. 

CLASSIFICATION  REQUIREMENTS. 

Glass  A. 

13.  Waterworks,  paid  fire  department,  electric  fire  alarm,  horses  in  readiness  to 
haul  apparatus  to  fires  and  kept  exclusively  for  that  purpose,  hook  and  ladder  truck 
hose  reels  and  all  other  appliances  sufficient  for  the  requirements  and  efi'ective   pro- 
tection of  the  place.  ^ 

Class  B. 

14.  Waterworks,  partly  paid  fire  brigade,  an  effective  fire  alarm,  horses  in  read- 
iness to  haul  apparatus  to  fires  and  kept  exclusively  for  the  purpose,  also  paid   engi- 
neer with  an  assistant  for  steamers  when  such  are  required,  hook  and  ladder  truck 
hose  reels  and  all  other  appliances  sufficient  for  the  requirements  and   effective   nro- 
tection  of  the  place.  ^ 

.   ^^•^•— Places  in  this  class  may  be  raised  to  "  A  "  by  adding  a  chemical   engine 
ab^ir  "^^"^^""'^y  ^"^^  ^  s&\^&g^  corps ;  or  by  complying  with  "  A  "  requirements 

Class  0. 
r  1^- .W^-^^^'^orks,  an  efficient  fire  company  or  companies,  for  the  proper  hand- 
ling of  the  fire  appliances,  hook  and  ladder  truck,  hose  reels,  also  a  paid  engineer 
with  an  assistant  for  steamers  when  such  are  required,  alarm  bell,  night  watchmen 
or  policemen  m  sufficient  number  to  patrol  the  place  and  give  Alarms,  and  Xer 
appliances  sufficient  for  the  requirements  and  effective  protection  of  the  place 

f  /•/•-^'aces  in  this  class  may  be  raised  to  "  B  "  by  adding  a  chemicd  "engine 
of  standard  capacity,  or  by  complying  with  requirements  of  Class  B  ab07e. 
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Class  D. 

16.  Water  supply  and  steam  fire  engine  or  engines  as  per  standard  ;  (or  in  lieu 
of  steam  fire  engine,  a  hand  engine  and  a  chemical  engine  as  per  standard,)  hook 
and  ladder  truck,  hose  reels  alarm  bell,  night  watchmen  or  police  in  suflScieBt  num- 
ber to  patrol  the  place  and  give  alarms,  and  other  appliances  suflacient  for  the 
requirements  and  effective  protection  of  the  place. 

N.B. — Places  in  this  class  may^be  raised  to  "  0  "  by  adding  a  chemical  engine  of 
standard  capacity,  or  by  complying  with  "C"  requiremontti  given  above. 

Class  E. 

11.  Water  supply  and  hand  fit-e  engine,  as  per  standard  ;  hose  reels,  alarm  bell 
-and  other  appliances  sufficient  for  the  requirements  and  effective  protection  of  the 
place,  or  a  chemical  engine  (^two  cylinders)  of  standard  capacity,  with  all  the  neces- 
sary requirements. 

N.B. — A  hand  engine  and  a  chemical  fire  engine  of  standard  capacity  to  be  con- 
sidered equal  to  a  steam  fire  engine,  and  places  having  these  with  the  other  neces- 
sary appliances  and  efficient  me  ms  for  working  them  will  be  entitled  to  be  placed 
in  class  "  D,"  or  may  be  so  classed  by  complying  with  "  D  "  requirements  given 
Above. 

Class  F. 

18.  This  class  comprises  all  places  having  appliances  less  than  above  set  forth. 

Note. — A  place  having  fire  appliances  inferior  to  a  certain  standard,  but  con- 
sidered better  than  the  standard  ot  the  next  lower  classiScation  although  not  strictly 
complying  with  the  particular  requiremants  of  either  classification,  may  be  placed  in 
said  lower  classification  at  the  discretion  of  the  fire  appliance  committees. 

That  a  town  of  inferior  construction,  or  not  having  a  fire  by-law  prohibiting 
the  erection  of  wooden  buildings  within  certain  fire  limits,  may  be  lowered  as  to  its 
classification,  notwithstanding  that  its  firo  appliances  coma  up  to  the  required  stan- 
dard. 

Moved  by  Mr.  J.  J.  Kenny,  seconded  by  Mr.  L.  H,  Baalt, 

19.  Fire  Appliances  and  Classification. — That  the  report  of  the  fire  appliance  com- 
mittee, as  amended,  be  adopted,  and  that  the  scandard  of  fire  appliaaoes  and  classifica- 
tion therein  provided  shall  be  the  basis  for  all  changes  in  the  classification  of  places 
in  the  Provinces  of  Ontario  and  Quebec. — Carried. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Gt,  E.  Hart,  seconded  by  Mr.  P.  Cole, 

20.  Committees  on  Fire  Appliances. — That  the  committees  appointed  at  the  last 
annual  meeting  to  provide  a  standard  of  fire  preventive  appliances  required  for 
«ach  classification,  be  and  are  hereby  named  as  permanent  committees  of  this  asso- 
ciation for  each  province,  to  deal  with  all  matters  appertaining  to  the  classificatioa 
•of  place. — Carried. 

The  meeting  adjourned  at  12.30  p.m.,  to  meet  at2  p.m. 


Apieenoon  Session,  Tuesday,  13th  October,  1885. 

Met  at  2  p.m.,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Mr.  G.  P.  C.  Smith,  president,  in  the 
chair. 

21.  Schedule  Rating.  (Item  No.  2.)  Mr.  P.  W.  Evans,  the  Montreal  chairman 
of  the  schedule  rating  committee,  read  the  following  report  ;  — 

Your  committee  have  formulated  schedule  ratings  for  the   following  classes  of 

special  hazards  :—  ...-,,  ,        j  v  . ,  •    i- 

Cabinet,  furniture,  coffin  and  box  factories,  planing  mills,  spool  and  bobbin  fac- 
tories sash,  door,  window,  blind  and  pail  factories,  flour  and  oatmeal  mills,  iron 
foundries  paper  mills,  sewing  machine  factories,  cutlery  and  tool  works,  saw,  file 
and  tin  stamping  works,  tobacco,  cigar  and  cigarette  factories  and  silk  factories. 
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Ihe  general  principle  adopted  has  been  to  formulate  a  uniform  standard  for  all 
classes  as  far  as  the  building  and  the  fire  appliances  are  concerned.  This  stands  at 
the  head  of  each  standard,  and  after  that  the  special  requirements  for  each  class.  In 
this  way  agents  and  inspectors  will  easily  familiarize  themselves  with  what  a  stan- 
dard building  is,  as  regards  its  general  construction  and  means  for  extinguishing; 
fire. 

The  whole  of  the  schedules  are  based  on  the  principle  of  a  minimum  rate  for 
standard  risks,  with  extras  for  deficiencies,  the  only  deductions  made  being  for 
sprinklers  and  height. 

As  regards  the  position  of  the  boiler  house,  the  requirement  with  which  we  are 
familiar  in  our  present  minimum  tariff  has  been  adopted  as  the  standard,  viz.  :— 
With  entire  fire  wall  cutting  it  off  from  the  factory,  with  no  communication  there- 
with except  by  closely  fitting  shaft,  belt  or  pipe. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  while  in  wood-working  establishments  generally^  large- 
number  of  extras  have  been  provided  for  different  positions  of  the  boiler  house,  in 
other  risks  these  have  been  much  reduced;  and  in  tobacco  and  silk  factories  one 
extra  alone  is  given. 

In  the  application  of  the  schedule  ratings  the  committee  consider  that  it  would 
be  necessary  that  new  forms  of  surveys  for  all  classes  of  specials  shall  be  printed  and 
adopted  by  all  companies.  The  questions  in  these  surveys  will  be  drawn  up  in  such 
a  way  that  an  examination  of  the  answers  will  enable  each  company  to  fix  the  rate 
on  each  factory  or  mill.  Tour  committee  recommend  that  on  the  adoption  of  a 
schedule  rating  for  any  class  of  risks,  that  class  shall  be  eliminated  from  the  mini- 
mum tariff. 

On  motion  the  report  was  received  and  the  printed  schedule  ratings  prepared 
by  the  committee  were  taken  as  read,  and  discussed  separately  as  follows  :  — 

22.  Wood  Working  Risks. — The  schedule  rating  on  wood  working  risks  was 
considered  in  detail,  and  with  some  verbal  amendments  was  adopted.  After  some 
discussion  as  to  the  propriety  of  addinsj  for  deficiencies  instead  of  deducting  as 
formerly  for  improvements  in  a  risk,  it  was 

Moved  by  Mr.  J.  J,  Kenny,  seconded  by  Mr.  P.  W.  Evans, 

That  the  principle  of  a  minimum  rate  for  a  standard  factory  or  mill,  with  ad- 
ditions for  deficiencies,  is  approved  and  adopted  by  this  association  ;  but  that  the 
mode  of  the  application  of  schedule  rating  be  referred  back  to  the  standing  joint 
committee  on  schedule  rating  to  report  at  tiie  evening  session.-- Carried. 

'S6.  Fiovring  Mills. — The  basis  rate  in.  the  printed  form  was  changed  in  this  class 
of  risk,  and  several  other  amendments  were  made  in  the  schedule  as  printed  ;  and 
with  these  changes  and  amendments  the  tchedule  rating  was  adopted. 

24.  Paper  Mills. — The  schedule  rating  on  paper  mills,  after  making  provision 
for  the  making  of  wood  pulp  in  the  mill,  and  making  some  other  minor  changes  was 
adopted . 

The  meeting  then  adjourned  till  8  p.m. 


Evening  Session,  Tuesday,  13th  October,  1885. 

Met  pursuant  to  adjournment  at  8  p.m.,  Mr.  G.  P.  C.  Smith,  President  in  the 
chair , 

25.  Schedule  ^a^mg'.— Continued.     {See  No.  3.) 

Mr.  P.  W.  Evans,  Montreal,  chairman  of  the  schedule  rating  committee,  read, 
and  then  moved,  seconded  by  Mr.  J,  J.  Kenny,  Toronto,  chairman  of  the  same  com- 
mittee, the  adoption  of  the  following  supplementary  report  on  the  question  referred 
to  this  committee  in  the  afternoon  session. 

That  the  Montreal  and  Toronto  committees  each  appoint  a  rating  committee 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  appoint  inspectors,  to  be  provided,  if  possible,  from  the 
stag's  of  the  respective  companies,  but  with  power  to  employ  others,  if  necessary,  for 
the  purpose  of  inspecting  and  furnishing  the  required  information  for  rating  all  riska 
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in  Ontario  and  Quebec,  for  which  schedule  rates  may  be  adopted.  The  cities  of  Mon- 
treal, Toronto  and  Quebec,  and  places  classed  A  to  be  dealt  with  first,  and  places  in  B 
C,  D,  B,  and  P  subsequently.  On  completion  of  the  ratings  of  all  risks  in  each  class 
of  towns,  the  rates  shall  be  promulgated  for  the  same  by  the  secretaries  of  the  asso- 
ciation, to  come  into  force  from  a  fixed  date.  In  the  meantime  present  rates  shall  bo 
adhered  to.  The  Montreal  committee  shall  have  power  to  deal  with  Kingston  and  all 
places  east  thereof,  and  the  Toronto  committee  with  all  places  west  of  Kingston . 
■—Carried. 

26.  New  5ms  ness.— (Items  Nos.  9,  10,  11,  12, 16  and  17.) 

At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  it  was  decided  to  take  up  new  business,  com- 
mencing with  No.  9  in  the  agenda  and  dispose  of  such  questions  as  could  be  dealt 
with  in  open  meetina: ;  and  also  to  allow  of  the  appointment  of  such  committees  as 
may  be  deemed  necessary  to  deal  with  other  subjects  named  in  the  agenda. 

27.  Classification  of  Places. — (Item  No.  9.)  It  was  held  that  this  question  hadt 
already  been  dealt  with  in  the  report  of  the  fire  appliance  committee. 

28.  Zocal  Board  for  Montreal. — (Item  No.  10.)  Moved  by  Mr.  C.  0.  Foster, 
seconded  by  Mr.  S.  C.  Duncan-Clark, 

That  a  local  board  may  be  formed  for  Montreal  and  adjoining  municipalities,  if 
the  Montreal  committee  deem  such  a  utep  desirable. — Carried. 

29.  Quebec  cily  and  the  General  Tariff.-~{ltem 'No.  11.)  The  question  of  put- 
ting the  city  of  Quebec  under  the  general  tariff  of  the  fl^sociation  was  referred  to^ 
the  Montreal  Fire  Appliance  and  Classificatioa  Committee,  witb  power  todeal  with  iti 

30.  Compact  System  in  Toronto. — (Item  No.  12  )  After  this  question  was  dis- 
cussed at  tome  length,  further  discussion  was  deferred  till  to-morrow.  Items  13,  14 
and  15  were  also  deferred. 

31.  £ules  as  to  Payment  of  Commission  to  Brokers  in  Montreal. — (Item  No.  16.) 
This  question  was  referred  back  to  the  Montreal  committee,  or  to  the  local  board 
there,  if  one  be  formed. 

32.  Commission  to  Agents.— {lUva  No.  17.)  Moved  by  Mr.  E.  D.  Lacy,  secondedl 
by  Mr.  Thomas  Davidson, 

That  a  committee  of  two  be  appointed  to  interview  the  members  on  the  ques- 
tion of  the  companies  agreeing  upon  a  maximum  commission  to  be  paid  to  agents^ 
and  report  to  this  meeting  beioreits  adjournment.— Carried. 

The  President  named  Messrs.  Lacy  and  Hart  as  said  committee. 

33.  Deputation  from  Kingston. — The  president  intimated  that  the  mayor  of 
Kingston  and  the  president  of  the  Board  of  Trade  were  expected  to  be  present  at 
the  morning  session  to-morrow,  in  reference  to  the  classification  of  their  city  and 
their  fire  insurance  rates,  after  which  the  meeting  adjourned   till  10  a.m.  to-morrow. 


Morning  Session,  Wednesday,  14th  October,  1885. 
Met   at  10  a.m.,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Mr.  G.  F.  C.  Smith,  president,  in 
the  chair. 

34.  Deputation  from  Kingston.— (See  No.  12.)  Mr.  B.  H.  Smythe,  mayor  of 
Kingston,  and  Mr.  J.  S.  Muckleftone,  president  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  were  intro- 
duced  and  ably  addressed  the  meeting  on  the  question  of  insurance  rates  in  that  city, 
and  as  to  the  position  assumed  by  the  association  in  advancing  rates  in  consequence 
of  Kingston  imposing  a  tax  on  the  companies.  After  the  president  and  several 
members  had  spoken  on  the  subject,  defending  the  action  of  the  association  and  point- 
ing out  the  improvements  necessary  in  the  water  supply  and  fire  appliances  re- 
quisite to  improve  the  classification  of  their  city,  the  cieputation  withdrew. 

35.  Compact  System  in  Toronto.-  (See  No.  9.)  The  discussion  on  this  question 
was  resumed.  Several  members  of  the  Toronto  Board  being  present  were  asked  oy 
the  president  to  express  their  opinions  on  the  subject,  which  they  did,  as  did  sriv- 
eral  other  members,  after  which  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  L.  H.  Boult,  seconded  by  Mr. 
W.  B.  Evans, 
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That  the  question  of  the  introrluotion  of  the  compact  system  in  Toronto  bo 
referred  to  the  Toronto  Board. — Carried. 

36.  Agents  Representing  Mutual  or  oihernon  tariff  Gompanies. —  (Item  No.  13.) 
Before  this  mbji  ct  was  discussed,  Mr.  L.  H.  Boult  withdrew.  After  several  members 
had  expressed  iheir  views  on  this  question,  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Thomas  Davidson, 
seconded  hy  Mr.  A.  T.  Paterson, 

That  inasmuch  as  difference  of  opinion  exists  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  existing 
rule  to  deal  with  the  question  which  has  arisen  in  Toronto,  in  regard  to  the  reprer 
eentation  of  a  non-taiiff  company  by  a  member  of  the  association,  it  is  expedient  to 
refer  the  whole  quei^tion  to  a  committee  to  be  now  appointed  with  instructions  to 
frame  a  rule  which  will  deal  with  the  difficulty  in  Toronto,  and  legislate  for  all  such 
similar  cases  in  future. — Carried. 

Committee  B. 

The  president  named  the  following  committee  to  deal  with  the  foregoing  ques- 
tion, and  items  JSfos.  13  a,  6  and  c,  and  No  14,  to  report  to-morrow  morning.  North 
British  and  Meioantile  (Convener),  J5tna  (Wood),  City  of  London  (Magurn),  Im- 
perial, London  Assurance,  Mercantile,  Northern,  Phoeaix  of  London,  Eoyal,  Waterloo 
and  Western. 


The  meeting  then  adjourned  until  2.15  p.  m. 


Afternoon  Session,  Wednesday,  14th  October,  1886. 

Metat2.15,  p.m.,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Mr.  G.F.C.  Smith,  president,  in  the 
chair, 

37  Schedule  Eatings— (See  No.  3).— The  consideration  of  this  subject  was  re- 
sumed as  follows : — 

Machine  shops,  iron  foundries,  silk  factories,  tobacco,  cigar,  cigarette  and  snuff 
factories  were  severally  considered  in  detail,  and  alter  some  slight  changes  wore 
made  in  the  printed  schedules  they  were  all  adopted. 

38.  Expenses  of  Schedule  Hating.  — On  motion  it  was  decided  that  the  expense  of 
schedule  rating  be  kept  separate  from  all  other  expensos. 

39.  Schedule  Eating  Committee. — Moved  by  Mr.  Wm.  Tatley,  seconded  bv  Mr. 
P.  W.  Evans,  •' 

That  the  Toronto  representatives  of  the  Schedule  Rating  Committee  be  requested 
to  prepare  schedules  for  rating  the  remainicg  special  hazards  required  to  be  dealt 
•with. — Carried. 

Moved  by  Mr.  P.  W.  Evans,  seconded  by  Mr.  J,  J.  Kenny, 
That  the  standing  schedule  rating  committees  in  Montreal  and  Toronto  shall 
have  the  power  to  alter  the  basis  rate  of  any  class  of  risk  for  which  schedule  ratings 
Lave  been  (.r  may  hereafter  be  adopted,  if  they  find  on  practical  application  of  the 
schedules  that  such  basis  rate  has  been  fixed  either  too  high  or  too  low ;  such 
changes  to  be  made  subject  to  the  confirmation  of  a  majority  vote  of  the  Montreal 
and  Toronto  committees  of  the  association.— Carried. 

^Q^Sprinklers  and  Co-insurance.— Kove&  by  Mr.  H.    L.  Boult,  seconded  bv  Mr. 
S.  C.  Dancan  Clark,  ■^ 

That  when  a  risk  is  fully  equipped  with  automatic  spricklers  the  allowance  for 
such  shall  only  be  made  when  the  insurance  on  such  risk  is  kept  up  to  75  per  cent 
of  the  value  thereof.  r      r  f 

Moved  in  amendment  by  Mr,  Thos.  Davidson,  seconded  by  Mr.  S.  P  Magurn 

That  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  schedule  rating  committee  with  instructiona 
to  report  before  the  close  of  the  present  meeting. 

The  amendment  was  carried. 

Note.— This  question  being  subsequently  dealt  with  by  the  report  of  the  co- 
insurance committee,  action  under  this  motion  became  unnecessary. 
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Morning  Session,  Thursday,  15Lh  October,  1885. 
Met  at  10  a.m.,  pursuant  to  adjournment.    G.  F.  C.  Smith,  president,  in  thecliair„ 

Eeport  of  Cojimittee  B. 

The  president  called  on  Committee  B  for  their  report  on  items  Nos.  13  a,  b  and 
c,  and  No.  14.  The  chairman,  Mr,  Thos.  Davidson,  presented  the  following  report, 
and  on  motion  it  was  received  : — 

41.  Agents  Bepresenting  Mutual  or  other  Non-Tariff  Companies. — The  committee 
beg  to  report,  that  afrer  full  consideration  of  the  existiug  rules  bearing  on  joint 
agencies,  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee  that  thoy  are  sufficiently  clear  to  enab!» 
the  assoc-iation  to  deal  with  the  case  at  Toronto,  whiuh  las  boen  brought  under  its 
notice,  but  that  in  order  to  avoid  similar  questions  in  luturo,  ii  be  resolved  that  here- 
after no  office  or  person  holding  c.ffioial  connection  wilh  a  non-tariff  office  or  acting 
as  agert  or  sub-agent  for  a  non  tariff  office  shall  bo  eligible  to  leprosent  or  act  for  a 
tariff  office  whether  as  general  agent,  sub  agent,  or  in  any  other  capacity  whatever. 

Alter  the  subject  was  fully  discussed,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Thos.  Davidson,  seconded 
by  Mr.  J.  B  Hughes,  the  report  was  unanimously  adopted.  The  committee  nofi 
having  dealt  with  item  No.  14,  was  asked  to  present  a  supplementary  report  thereon. 
Moved  by  Mr.  A.  T.  Paterson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Thof^.  Davidson, 
That  the  secretary  be  instructed  to  communicate  at  once  to  all  <  ffices,  members 
of  this  association,  the  rules  cow  beaiins;  on  agents  reprct-enting  both  tariff  and  non- 
tariff  offices,  and  to  inform  them  that,  those  mu>t  positively  bo  carried  into  effect 
before  Ist  Decemb  r  next,  requesting  them  to  advise  him  not  later  than  that  date 
that  they  have  conformed  thereto. — Carried. 

42.  Admission  of  Mutual  Gompanies  to  Membership. — Moved  by  Mr.  B.  D.  Lacj, 
seconded  by  Mr.  J.  B  Hughes, 

That  the  question  of  admission  of  mutual  companies  to  membership  in  this  asso- 
ciation be  referred  to  Committee  B  on  item  13  of  the  agenda,  with  instructions  to 
formulate  conditiocs  for  such  companies'  admission. — Carried. 

43.  Local  Boards —(_ltem  No.  15  )— Alter  a  full  discussion  of  tho  subject  of 
local  boards  it  was 

Moved  by  Mr.  James  W.  Taylor,  seconded  by  Mr.  S.  Brown, 
That  this  association  fails  to  see  that  any  expense  should  bo  incurred  by  com- 
panies in  connection  with  local  boards,  in  places  under  tariffs  A,   B  or  0,  and  that 
notice  be  given  to  the  secietary  of  any  existing  board  to  that  effect. 

Moved  in  amendment  by  Mr.  G.  HI.  Hart,  seconded  by  Mr.  Wm.  Henderson, 
That   the    expenses    to  tho    companies   of    any   local  board,    working    under 
tariffs  A,  B  or  C,  shall  be  limited  to  $200  a  year;  and  further,   that  no  local  board 
shall  have  any  claim  upon  any  company  until  its  organization  shall  have  beea  sanc- 
tioned by  this  association. 

The  amendment  was  carried. 

44.  Commission  to  Agents  (see  No.  9).-(Item  No.  17.)-Mr.  B.  D.  Lacy,  chairmatt 
of  this  committee,  read  the  following  report,  and  moved  that  it  be  received.— Carried. 

The  committee  on  commissions  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  find  such  a  variety 
of  opinions  and  practice  in  regard  to  commissions  paid  agents,  that  they  deem  it  in- 
expedient to  recommend  any  action  to  be  taken  at  this  meeting,  but  that  the  whole 
subject  be  referred  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  association. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  E.  D.  Lacy,  seconded  by  Mr.  G.  B.  Hart,  the  report  was  adopted. 

Eeport  of  Committee  D. 
Mr.  W.  A.  Sims,  chairman  of  tho  committee,  read  the  report,  and  on  his  motion- 
it  was  received.  ,  ...  j       .„ii„™. 

It  was  then  read  clause  by  clause  and  amended  to  read  as  lollows  .-    _ 
45    Local  Aoents.-iUem  No.  18.)-That  a  circular  be  printed  containing  alt  la- 
structiontand  rules  binding  on  agents  in  force  at  the  conclusion  o    the  preaant 
generTspecra    meet  ng,  fad  thaf  to  this  circular  be  appended  the  following  agree- 
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meet -which  companies  shall  require  to  be  signed  by  each  sgent  in  triplicate — one 
e  opy  to  be  retained  by  said  head  ofiBce,  another  to  be  forwarded  to  the  secretary  of 
the  association,  and  by  him  placed  on  file,  the  triplicate  to  be  retained  by  the  agent : 

Agreement. 

To  the Insurance  Company.  The  original  and  duplicate, 

1  hereby  acknowledge  having  received  copies  of  tariff  and  instructions  to  agentSj 
and  undertake  to  adhere  to  the  rates  and  rules  of  the  Canadian  Fire  Underwriters' 
Association,  as  therein  set  forth,  and  as  may  be  hereafter  communicated  to  me  from 
time  to  time.  And  I  further  agree  not  to  represent  any  non-tariff  office  nor  to  place 
a  rifk  in  any  company  not  member  of  the  said  association,  either  V7ith  or  without 
consideration,  directly  or  indirectly,  except  in  instances  when  all  companies  shall  bo 
full,  or  shall  not  be  open  for  the  insurance,  and  then  only  in  strict  conformity  with 
tariff  rules  and  regulations. 

46.  Secretaries  to  Communicate  Specific  Eatings  to  Local  Agents. — (Item  No.  19.) 
After  full  consideration,  and  while  admitting  the  many  advantages  of  the  scheme 
proposed,  viz.,  that  the  secretaries  should  communicate  specific  ratings  direct  to 
local  agents,  your  committee  foresee  so  many  difficulties  in  the  way  of  its  practical 
■working,  that  they  confirm  the  decision  of  last  annual  meeting,  that  it  is  inexpedient 
to  deal  with  the  maiter. 

47.  Obtaining  Hisks  Under  False  Pretences  — (Item  No.  20.)  It  is  the  opinion  of 
the  committee  that  it  would  be  undesirable  to  pass  any  regulation  which  would  at 
all  restrict  the  right  of  free  appeal  to  the  association. 

48.  Embezzlement  by  Agents. — (Item  No.  21.)  That  a  petition  be  drawn  up  under 
proper  advice,  and  signed  by  all  companies,  members  of  this  association,  together 
■with  Euth  of  the  life  offices  whose  co-operation  can  be  secured,  and  presented  to  the 
Minifcter  of  Jobtico,  suggesting  that  sections  81  and  8i  of  the  Criminal  Code  of  the 
Dominion  should  be  so  amended  as  to  include  insurance  agents  guilty  of  embezzle- 
ment of  the  company's  iunds.  (Tour  committee  would  suggest  the  name  of  Mr. 
Dalton  McCarthy,  Q.C.,  to  draw  up  the  petition  referred  to.) 

Upon  fu^gestioD,  Mr.  J.  J.  Kenny  and  Mr.  W.  A.  Sims  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  carry  out  this  resolution. 

49.  Compliance  with  Bules. — (Item  No.  22.)  The  system  adopted  by  the  Mon- 
treal commitiee  having  been  explained  your  committee,  the  adoption  thereof  for  the 
■whole  association  is  recommended. 

Your  committee  would  further  re-affirm  the  resolution  on  this  subject  passed  at 
the  last  annual  meeting  and  recommend  its  strict  enforcement. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  A.  Sims,  chairman  of  the  committee,  the  report  as  above 
amended  was  adopted, 

f  0.  Appeals  from  Secretary .  —(Item  No .  23 . )  This  subject  was  referred  to  Com 
mittee  L.     (Committee  on  Bates.) 

Eeport  or  Committee  E.    Items  No.  24,  25,  26  and  81. 

The  chairman,  Mr.  G.  E.  Hart,  read  the  report,  and  on  his  motion  it  was 
-received. 

Your  committee  beg  to  report  upon  the  items  submitted  to  them  as  follows : 

51.  Mortgage  Clause.— (Item  No.  i;4.)  That  the  rule  regarding  iis  use  be  left 
■as  at  present. 

52.  Covering  Risfs  of  Arson.— (Item  No.  25.)  That  the  granting  to  individuals, 
banks  or  corporations  of  the  mortgage  clause,  or  such  conditions  as  would  protect 
mortgagee^,  assignees  or  payees  under  a  policy  against  the  actions  or  omissions  of 
owcers  of  grain,  merchandise  or  other  movable  property,  whilst  not  contrary  to  the 
rules  of  this  association  is  considered  a  bad  practice,  and  this  committee  lecommends 
that  a  jule  i-hotild  be  adopted  by  the  asssociation  forbidding  it,- Carried. 

Thereupon  it  was  moved  by  Mr,  Thos.  Davidson,  seconded  by  Mr.  A,  T.  Pater- 
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Be  it  lesolved  :  That  bo  mortgage  clause  oragreement  embodying  similar  ter ma, 
or  terms  guaranteeiDg  payment  of  loss  Dot-withstanding  any  act  or  omission  of  the 
ow  ner  or  the  assured,  shall  be  granted  to  the  assured,  whether  individuals,  banks  or 
CO  rporations,  whether  as  mortgagees,  assignees  or  payees,  under  a  policy,  save  upon 
real  and  fixed  propel ty  only  ;  and  that  no  insuiance  contracts  or  agreements  now  in 
operation  in  contravention  ot  this  rule  be  continued. — Carried. 

The  meeting  adjourned  till  2.30  p.m. 


Evening  Session,  Thursday,  15th  October,  1885. 

Met  at  7,30  p.m.,  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Mr.  G.  F.  C.  Smith,  president,  in 
the  chair. 

54.  Warehouse  Bece>  pis— (Item  No.  26.)  That  the  danger  of  granting  insurance 
to  parties  upon  goods  in  iheir  own  custody  when  loss  is  made  payable  to  banks,  or 
other  third  parties,  has  been  strongly  evinced  in  a  recent  case,  therefore  it  is 
recommended  by  this  committee  that  some  precautionary  measure  should  h& 
taken  by  the  company  insoring  under  such  circumstances  to  see  that  the  goods 
are  vouched  for  by  disinterested  parties  as  actually  remaining  in  the  warehouse 
dnring  the  currency  of  the  insurance. 

55.  Further  Insurance. — (Item  No.  81.)  That  the  rule  demanding  a  list  of 
further  insurance  on  lumber  or  other  propeiiy  having  the  average  clause  attached 
is  unnecessary  and  should  be  rescinded. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  G.  B.  Hart  the  report  as  amended  was  adopted. 

56.  Hates  at  Distant  Eoints. — (Item  No.  5.)  The  report  of  the  committee  on 
rates  at  distant  points  was  read  snd  on  motion  received.  After  considerable  dis- 
cussion on  this  report  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas  E.  Wood,  seconded  by  Mr. 
S.  Browne,  referred  back  to  the  committee  owingr  to  an  informality. 

57.  Go-Insurance. — (Item  No.  8.)  Mr.  Jas.  W.  Taylor,  chairman  of  the  co-insur- 
ance committee,  read  the  report,  and  then  moved  the  reception  and  adoption  of  the 
same,  which  was  carried  as  follows  : — 

Your  committee  beg  to  report, 

1st.  1  hat  no  active  work  has  been  done  by  the  committee  as  such,  since  the- 
general  meeting  of  the  association  held  on  the  :iOth  March  last,  the  matter  having 
been  left  in  a  position  not  calling  for  committee  meetings.  The  committee  would,, 
however,  point  with  satisfaction  to  the  hearty  support  which  the  movement  has  re- 
ceived from  all  insurance  newspapers  in  Canada,  to  the  steady  growth  of  opinion  ia 
the  United  States  in  favor  of  it,  and  to  actual,  if  limited,  adoption  of  the  principle  in 
Great  Britain  in  relation  to  cotton  and  other  special  hazards. 

2nd.  Your  comniittee  beg  to  report  th"  following  resolution : — 

That  this  committee  deem  it  inexpedient  that  the  co-insurance  clause  should  be 
generally  adopted  in  Canadian  practice,  but  consider  that  the  adoption  of  schedule 
rating  for  special  hazards,  affords  an  opportunity  for  introducing  the  75  ptr  cent. 
co-insurance  clause  into  a  class  of  risk  which  experience  shows  to  be  generally 
largely  under-insured,  and  they  therefore  recommend  that  a  reduction  of  15  per 
cent,  be  allowed  from  the  total  rate  when  the  75  per  cent,  co-insurance  clause  is  in- 
serted in  policies  insuring  schedule  rated  special  hazards,  it  beirg  understood  that 
where  the  risk  is  alfO  entitled  to  a  reduction  in  rate  for  fully  equipped  automatic 
sprinklers,  that  the  reduction  for  automatic  sprinklers  and  the  15  per  cent,  co-insur- 
ance clause  combined  shall  be  30  per  cent. 

58.  Schedule  Bating  Committee.— (Item  No,  2,)  Moved  by  Mr.  J.J.  Kenny, 
Beconded  by  Mr.  S.  F.  Magurn, 

That  the  report  of  the  schedule  rating  committee  be  reconsidered. — Carried. 

Moved  by  Mr.  J.  J.  Kenny,  seconded  by  Mr.  L.  H.  Boult, 

That  the  report  of  the  schedule  rating  committee  be  reconfirmed,  expunging 
the  allowance  for  sprinklers  and  substituting  therefor  the  clause  in  the  report  of  the 
eo-intmaiice  committee,  providing  for  a  deduction  of  15  per  cent,  for  fully  equipped 
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automatic  sprinklers  and  15  per  cent,  for  75  per  cent,  co-insurance  clause,  or  30  per 
cent,  for  both. — Carried. 

5'd.  Underground  Insurance — (Item  No.  3.)  Mr.  Taylor,  convener  of  this  com- 
mittee, made  a  verbal  report  of  what  had  been  done,  and  what  was  being  done  in 
this  matter,  which  was  accepted  as  satisfactory.  The  old  committee  was  continaed 
and  requested  to  report  in  due  course. 

60.  Postal  Rates  Committee— (Item  No,  4.)  Mr.  Taylor,  chairman  of  this  com- 
mittee, made  a  verbal  statement  ot  the  position  of  matters  and  recommended  that 
farther  representations  by  deputation  be  made  to  the  Postmaster  General.  The 
report  was  adopted  and  the  present  committee  was  continued,  and  the  matter  was 
left  in  their  hands. 

61.  Uniform  Policy  Conditions— (Item  No.  6.)  The  committee  reported  that 
nothing  had  been  done  in  this  matter,  and  that  they  were  of  opinion  nothing  could  be 
done  unless  the  Ontario  Government  moved  to  amend  the  statutory  conditions,  that 
therefore  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  following  committee  which  shall  be  known 
as  the  uniform  policy  conditions  and  insurance  legislation  committee.  Committee 
in  Toronto;  Western,  London  and  Lancashire,  Norwich  Union,  National  of 
Ireland,  Lancashire,  jEtca,  and  Waterloo.  In  Montreal :  Northern,  Liverpool  and 
London  and  Globe,  Citizens,  Queen,  North  British  and  Mercantile  and  Hartford. — 
Carried. 

62.  Insurance  Legislation  in  Ontario. — (Item  No.  T.)  Mr.  S.  C.  Duncan-Clark 
reported  that  steps  were  taken  which  resulted  in  the  withdrawal  of  the  obnoxious 
Bill  amending  sec     16,  statutory  conditions. — Adopted. 

63.  Mutual  Companies. — (Item  No.  14.)  Mr.  Davidson,  chairman  of  committee 
IB,  read  the  following  supplemeniary  report,  and  then  moved  that  it  be  received  and 
adopted.— Carried. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  none  but  tariff  companies  should  be  supplied 
•with  copies  of  tariffs  and  rates. 

64.  Admission  of  Mutual  Insurance  Oompaniesto  the  Association. — The  committee 
report  that  in  their  opinion  it  is  impossible  lo  adopt  any  fixed  rule  for  the  admission 
of  these  companies  to  the  association,  and  would  recommend  that  the  terms  and  basis 
of  entrance  bo  considered  upon  receipt  of  each  application  and  bo  decided  upon  by 
joint  committees. 

Eeport  of  Committee  F  and  G. 

65.  Municipal  Taxation  of  Insurance  Companies . — (Item  No.  27.)  Mr,  J.  J.  Kenny, 
chairman  of  this  committee,  read  the  following  report,  which,  on  his  motion,  was 
received  : — 

That  the  present  rule  for  dealing  with  cities  and  towns  imposing  municipal  tax- 
ation upon  companies  be  rescinded.  That  from  and  after  ihe  first  day  of  November 
next  (1st  Nov.,  18  5)  in  cities  and  towns  where  taxes  are  imposed  and  assessed  upon 
the  net  income  an  increase  of  five  cents  on  each  $;00  insured  shall  be  charged ;  and  in 
those  places  where  the  gross  income  is  assessed  an  increase  often  cents  per  $100  in- 
sured shall  be  charged,  and  these  additions  to  the  rates  shall  bs  on  all  risks  rated  in 
the  tariff. 

1.  Moved  in  amendment  by  Mr.  L.  H.  Boult,  seconded  by  Mr.  Wm.  Tatley, 
That  when  the   municipal   taxation  on  the  companies  be  made  upon  net  income 

only  thac  no  increase  oi  rates  be  charged  ;  but  that  when   such    taxation  is  assessed 
on  gross  income,  the  present  rule  shall  apply. 

2.  Moved  in  amendment  to  the  amendment  by  Mr.  Stewart  Browne,  seconded 
by  Mr.  W.  A.  Sims, 

That  the  present  system  of  dealing  with  taxation  be  continued. 
The  second  amendment  was  put  and  lost,  when  it  was  further  moved  in  amend- 
ment by  Mr.  S.  C.  Duncan-Clark,  seconded  by  Mr.  C  .  C.  Poster, 

3.  That  the  present  rule  with  regard  to  municipal  taxation  be  rescinded,  and. 
that  each  case  bo  treated,  as  it  arises,  on  its  merits. 
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This  last  amendment  was  put  and  lost  also,  whereupon  the  first  amendment 
(No.  1)  was  put  and  carried,  and  becoming  the  main  motion  was  carried  on  the  same 
division. 

66.  Relations  betiveen  the  Manitoba  Board  and  the  Association. — (Item  No.  £9.) 
On  motion,  the  clause  on  this  subject  in  the  committee's  report  was  withdrawn,  and 
the  following  substituted  therefor  : — 

That  inasmuch  as  the  members  of  this  asHOCiation  form  a  majority  of  the  Mani- 
toba board,  it  is  desirable  that  the  other  members  of  that  board  become  members  of 
this  association,  and  that  they  be  invited  so  to  do  by  the  secretary. 

67.  Galling  of  General  Meetings. — (Item  No.  20.)  That  the  proposed  amendment 
be  added  to  article  ti  of  ihe  constitution  after  the  word  "  meeting  "  in  the  fifth  line 
of  said  Article,  namely  :  Special  general  meetings  may  also  bo  called  by  the  joint 
resolution  of  the  two  committees. 

68.  Change  of  Nomenclature  of  Committees.  — (Item  No.  31.) 

The  committee  recommend  that  the  proposed  change  from  "  Montreal  Com- 
mittee "  and  "  Toronio  Committee  "  to  Montreal  Branch  and  Toronto  Branch  res- 
pectively be  adopted. 

On  motion  the  report  as  amended  was  adopted. 

Note, — Mr.  Magurn  desires  to  have  it  noted  that  he  disclaims  any  authority  to 
vote  in  this  association  in  relation  to  Manitoba  matters. 

Eeport  of  Committee  H. 

Mr.  Boult.  convener  of  this  committee,  presented  and  read  the  following  report, 
which  on  his  motion,  was  received  : — 

Tour  committee  beg  to  report  as  follows :  — 

69.  Lsurance  Block  Plans.— (Item  No.  32.)  That  in  view  of  the  absence  of  Mr, 
Goad  lor  probably  some  months  this  subject  be  deferred. 

10.— Electric  Lighting,  Inspection  o/.— (Item  No.  3.^.)  That  this  is  already  pro- 
vided for,  but  the  companies  are  reminded  that  in  granting  permits  for  electric  light- 
ing they  are  required  to  demand  the  necessary  certificate,  and  that  a  circular  t» 
agents  be  sent  pointing  out  the  necessity  of  complying  with  this  requirement. 

71,  Overtime  ^a;«m.— (Item  No,  3ti.)  That  the  committee  recommend  that  extra 
for  overtime  as  named  in  the  agenda  be  adopted  as  follows  :  Cotton  and  woollen 
mills,  for  all-night  permits,  75  per  cent,  ot  the  regular  rates ;  for  permits  to  run  not 
later 'than  midnight,  30  per  cent,  of  the  regular  rates.  Sh  jrt  rates  to  be  charged  in 
all  cases  where  such  permits  are  granted  for  periods  less  than  a  year.  The  term  for 
which  such  permits  are  granted  to   be  fixed,  and  premium  therefor  paid  in  advance. 

On  motion  the  report  was  adopted . 

Eeport  of  Committee  I. 

Mr.  S.  C.  Duncan-Clark  (convener)  presented  and  read  the  following  report, 
which,  on  his  motion,  was  received  : —  ,      ,.  ,      ■ 

72  Lumber  Jjosses.— (Item  iNo.  34)  Question  submitted:  What  should  be  the 
basis  for  value  in  adjusting  losses  on  lumber  ?  Keply  :  The  committee  recommend 
as  follows  :  That  inasmuch  as  the  conditions  in  connection  with  the  production  of 
lumber  atd  with  trantactions  in  same  are  of  so  diveise  a  character  it  is  therefore  un- 
desirable to  do  more  than  simply  recommend  that  the  broad  principle  of  indemnity 
for  loss  based  upon  the  market  value  on  the  spot,  immediately  preceding  the  occur- 
rence of  the  fire  be  applied  as  the  basis  for  value  in  adjusting  losses  on  lumber  and 
made  applicable  as  called  for  by  the  different  circumstances  of  cases  as  they  arise. 

13  Lumber  Tariff.— (Item  No.  35.)  To  amend  rates  on  lumber  for  winter 
months*  &c.,  recommended  that  short  period  risks  on  lumber  adjacent  to  steam  mills 
silent  for  the  time  being  may  be  taken  between  the  1st  November  and  Ist  May  at 
the  rate  fixed  by  the  tarifi'  tor  lumber  contiguous  to  water  mills  or  silent  steam  mills 
provided  that  no  such  policy  shall  run  beyond  the  Ist  May. 
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Eecommended,  that  the  following  clanse  be  inserted  ia  the  lamber  tariff : — 

74.  Division  of  Amounts. — When  lamber  is  separated  by  alleys,  streets,  or  other 
clear  spaces  of  50  feet  and  upward  into  two  or  more  different  bodies,  division  of 
amounts  or  the  full  average  clause  must  be  required. 

Eecommended  that  the  clause  in  the  lamber  tariff  under  head  of  "farther  in- 
Burance"  be  cancelled  and  expunged. 

That  the  figures  in  the  rate  columns  of  table  B,  lumbar  tariff,  being  the  same  as 
those  upon  table  A  with  other  fractional  figures  added,  and  with  the  additional 
figures  as  found  in  the  former  be  now  the  recognized  tariff  of  lamber  rates  (as  per 
printed  amended  tariff  submitted). 

On  motion  the  report  was  adopted. 

Ebport  of  Committee  L. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Evans,  convener,  presented  the  following  report  which  was  taken  as 
read,  and  on  his  motion  received,  and  then  considered  in  detail  (Items  ITo.  41  to  78 
-and  82  to  93  inclusive)  : — 

41.  Agricultural  Society  Buildings. — ISTot  expedient  to  rate. 

42.  Marble  Stocks,  in  yard.     Eate  to  be  same  as  shop  in  connection  with  same. 

43.  Plate  Glass  and  Mirror  PForfo.  — Rate  to  be  the  same  as  picture  frames, 
ISTo.  152. 

44.  Furniture  Sale  Shop,  with  oiling  and  varnishing  only.  Not  expedient  to 
rate. 

45    Dry  Goods  Stores,   employing   more  than  workpeople.     Dealt  with 

lander  ISTo.  38. 

46.  Weaving  Sheds,  with  and  without  dyeing.     Eated  under  No.  129A. 

do        do  do  storage.         do  do 

do        do  do  shoddy  or  cotton.         do 

47.  Druggists'  Retail. — Where  manufacturing  is  done.  Eate  same  as  wholesale 
manufacturing,  No,  6ti. 

48.  Eggs.  Dealt  with  under  No.  164  "  Eefrigerator  Storehouses,"  sec.  28,  Sup- 
plement 3. 

49.  General  Stores. — To  assimilate  the  ratings  in  the  Quebec  and  Ontario  tariffs. 
Hates  to  ba  stated  as  in  Quebec  tariffs  A,  B,  G,  D,  No.  10  la . 

50.  Hardware,  with  and  without  oils.  To  assimilate  the  ratings  in  the  Quebec 
and  Ontario  tariff.-*  and  to  define  hardware  witti  oils  in  counter-distinction  to  oil  and 
color  stores      Hardware  without  oils  to  be  struck  out  of  Ontario  tariff. 

51.  Workmen's  Permit.— Minimum  charge  to  be  81.00.     Not  expedient. 

52.  Vessels. — To  require  separate  amounts  for  hull,  engine,  boiler,  furniture 
tackle  and  apparel.  Not  expedient.  That  a  reduction  of  25  cents  be  allowed  on 
vessels,  when  the  75  per  cent,  average  clause  is  introduced. 

53.  Leather  Stores,  where  dyes  are  kept.  Eate  same  as  132  and  133,  Quebec 
tariff. 

54.  Brick  Makers  and  Machines, — Not  expedient  to  rate. 

55.  Tanneries. — To  reconsider  rate.     Will  be  considered  under  schedule  rating. 

56.  Butter  and  Cheese  Factories. — (Steam  power),  to  increase  rates.  Bates 
sufficiently  high  at  present. 

57.  Boiler  Houses. — To  define  rate  more  clearly  than  by  present  rule  of  "  same  as 
greatest  hazard  adjoining^'     Will  be  dealt  with  under  schedule  rating. 

58.  General  Store. — To  discriminate  in  rate  between  stores  where  non-hazardous 
articles  are  stored  and  those  where  hazardous  art'oles,  oils,  rags,  jute,  fibre,  &0.,  are 
stored.    No  change  necessary. 

59.  Gluh  Houses. — To  expunge  from  tariff .     Expunge  from  tariff. 

60.  Saw  Mills. — Allowances  for  force  pumps  or  hydrants  or  sprinklers. 
Allowance  of  5U  cents  when  veneered  with  brick  or  metal  clad.  Schedule  ratings 
will  deal  with  this. 

61.  Sheet  Iron  Workers. — To  rate,     Eate  same  as  tinsmiths. 

62.  Steamfitters.— To  TBkte,    Eate  same  as  plumbers  (with  work  done),  No  157. 
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63.  Wine  and  Liquor  Stores   where   bottling  is  done.     To  rate.     Eate  same  ae 
bottling  cellars,  No.  'Z'i. 

64.  Wire  Workers  (with  steam).     Amend  rate  to  same    as   barbed   wire  works. 
Eate  same  as  barbed  wire  works.     No.  4  specials. 

65.  Leather  Belting  Factories. — To   increase   present   rate   if   any  tanning   or 
carrying  process  is  done.      Rate  same  as  tanneries,  No.  96. 

66.  Glove  Making. — To  increape  present  rate  if  any  tanning  or  currying  process 
is  done.     Rate  same  as  tanneries,  No.  96. 

67.  Pulp  Mills — To  give  a  lower  rating  where  no  chemicals  or  heat  is  used. 
Schedule  rating  will  deal  with  this. 

68.  Coach  and  Carriage  Builders,  without  steam.  To  assimilate  to  carpenters" 
shops.     Not  expedient  to  change. 

69.  Coffee  Boasters  and  Grinders. — To  rate  separately  from  spice  mills.     No. 

70.  Sausage  Makers,  without  steam.  Rate  same  as  No.  161,  Quebec  Prov. 
tariffs.     Yes. 

71.  Sausage  Makers,  with  steam.     Same  as  pork  packing  and  curing.    Yes. 

72.  Cigar  Makers,  employing  less  than  hands.  Cigar  makers,  not  over 
15  hands.     Rate  on  basis  of  1  per  cent,  on  building  and  IJ  per  cent,  on  contents. 

73.  Cigar  Makers,  employing  more  than  that  number.  Over  15  hands,  see 
specials  as  already  provided  for  in  Mon.  Tariff. 

74.  Rubber  Factories. — To  make  adequate  allowance  for  the  introduction  of 
sprinklers.     Schedule  rating  will  deal  with  this. 

75.  Oil  Cloth  Factories. — To  reconsider  rate.  Power  is  given  to  the  Montreal 
committee  to  fix  rates  if  necessary  independent  of  tariff. 

76.  Telephone  Offices. — To  rate.     Rate  same  as  telegraph  offices. 

77.  Dwelling  Houses. — To  rate  annually  and  tri-annuallj  .     Not  expedient. 

78.  School  Houses  do  do  do 

8k!.  Be  /^a<es.— Builders'  risks  to  apply  to  all  risks,  tariff  or  non-tariff.  Not 
expedient. 

83.  Tugs  and  Ferry  Boats. — To  increase  rate  over  steamboat  rates.    Not  correct. 

84.  Drying. — Charge ^extra  when  not  specially  mentioned  and  provided  for  iu 
rating.  (1;  By  steam  heat.  (2)  By  fire  heat.  Must  be  considered  with  hazard  to 
which  it  belongs. 

85.  Printing  O^ces.— With  five  horse  power  engine,  to  be  same  as  hand  power*. 
Inexpedient. 

86.  Storehouses  used  in  connection  with  manufacturing  risks.— To  amend  so  as 
to  define  distance  at  which  riek  is  anendacgered.     Not  posfcible. 

87.  5aryt.— One-half  per  cent,  to  be  added  to  present  rates  when  within  fifty 
feet  of  railroad  track.     Add  fifty  cents. 

88.  Planing  Mills.— To  amend  so  as  to  allow  deduction  for  entire  brick  chim- 
ney.    Dealt  with  in  schedule  rating. 

«9.   Wadding  and  Batting  Factories— To  rate.     To  be  specially  rated.      _ 

90.  Lamp  Dealers. — Add  extra  for  manufacturing.     Eate  same  as  tinsmiths. 

91.  Second-Hand  Stores.— To  rate.     Rate  same  as  rag  and  junk  stores. 

92.  Feather  Stores— To  rate.  No  work  done.  Rate  same  as  toy  shops,  retail; 
with  work  done,  same  as  dyers.  ,    „   .       ^   ..>      ,  ^^r     ^      w    •«■  i. 

93.  Dwellings.— To  extend  rating  to  2nd,  3rd  and  4th  class.     (Montreal  tariff.) 

M^^Hatters  and  Furriers,  retail— No  manufacturing  (Quebec  tariffs).— To  assim- 
ilate with  Ontario  tariff     Not  necessary. 

95.  Tinsmiths.— To  amend   (I)    sales   shop   only.     (9)    When   work  is  done. 

Unnecess^y.^^^^^  (hand  power)-To  rate.     Water  power  rate  applies 

97     Plaster    Mills— To    reconsider  rates.     Steam   or  water.     »i,    $Z&i),     »d, 

^8    Vessels  —76  per  cent.     Average  clause.     That  a  reduction  of  25  cents  be 

.  allowed  on  vessels,  when  the  75  per  cent,  average  clause  is  introduced.  Recommended^ 
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14a.  Eating  by  Joint  Committees — That  this  committee  (in  view  of  the  large 
uumber  ot  applications  for  ratings,  which  are  referred  to  each  annual  or  general  or 
special  meeting  of  the  association,  requiring  much  time  for  their  consideration), 
Tecoramend  that  power  be  given  to  the  joint  committees  at  Montreal  and  Toronto  to 
fiz  rates  on  classes  of  risks  not  already  provided  for.  Sach  rates  to  coDje  into  force 
only  after  they  have  been  approved  by  the  majority  of  both  committee  and  promul- 
gated by  the  secretary. 

The  last  two  clauses  of  the  report  were  considered  first,  and  upon  their  adoption 
it  was  moved  and  carried — 

"That  power  being  given  by  the  last  clause  of  the  foregoing  report  to  the  joint 
committees  of  Montreal  and  Toronto  to  deal  with  ratings,  the  whole  of  the  ratings  in 
the  foregoing  report  be  referred  to  the  joint  committees  for  their  action." 

1 J .  Almonte  Knitting  Co . — The  secretary  having  stated  that  his  rating  on  the 
Almonte  Knitting  Co.'s  mills  had  been  questioned, 

It  was  resolved  that  tlie  secretary's  action  in  rating  the  Almonte  Knitting  Co.  's 
Mills  be  sustained. 

On  motion  the  report  as  amended  was  adopted. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned  till  9.30  a.m.  next  day. 


MoBNiNG  Session,  Friday,  16th  October,  1885. 

Met  purfcuant  to  adjournment  at  9.30  a.m. 

±  resent . — Mr.  G.  F.  C.  Smith,  president,  in  the  chair  ;  Messrs  Geo.  Denoon,  Jas, 
W.  Taylor.  S.  F.  Magurn,  F.  Cole,  B.  A.  Lilly,  Wm.  Henderson,  E.  D.  Lacy,  S. 
C.  Duncaii-Clark,  W.  A.  Sims,  C.  C.  Foster,  James  Lockie,  L.  H.  Boult,  Geo. 
J,  Pjke,  Wm.  Tatky  and  J.  B.  Hughes. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday's  proceedings  were  read  and  confirmed. 

76.  Lumber  in  the  Chaudiere  District.-  On  motion  the  secretary  was  ordered  to 
Jidd  a  note  to  the  new  lumber  tariff  to  be  printed,  stating  that  the  special  ratings  in 
Chaudiere  District  are  not  affected  by  the  said  new  lumber  tariff. 

11.  Municipal  Taxation  of  Companies. — That  inasmuch  as  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  coLhider  and  report  on  the  subject  of  municipal  taxation  of  companies  have 
reported  on  the  msnner  of  such  taxation  as  applicable  to  the  Province  of  Ontario 
only,  to  which  also  the  accepted  amendment  solely  applies  : 

Be  it  resolved,  that  as  regards  the  taxation  of  companies  in  the  Province  o[ 
Quebec,  the  suljcct  be  left  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Montreal  branch  of  the  association, 
as  the  circumstarjces  of  each  case  may  be  considered  advisable.—  Carried. 

18.  Electric  Lighting.— (liem  Ho.  33.)  A  question  was  asked  as  to  the  ar- 
rangement msde  in  reference  to  the  inspection  of  electric  light  plant.  The  secretary 
briefly  stated  that  Mr.  A.  B.  Smith,  electrician,  had  been  appointed  to  inspect  the 
electric  lighticg  in  Toionto,  ard  all  places  west  of  it,  and  Mr.  O  Higman  for  Ottawa. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  A.  B.  Smith  was  read  as  to  the  way  in  which  the  fees  should 
be  collected.  The  question  was  referred  to  the  Toronto  branch  for  action  subject  to 
confirmation  by  the  Montreal  branch . 

79.  Inspection  of  Specials  for  Schedule  Ratina.—A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  Alfred 
Perry,  of  Montreal,  offering  bin  services  as  inspector  re  special  rating,  and  was  re- 
ierred  to  the  Montreal  branch  of  the  schedule  rating  committee. 

Ueport  of  Committee  K. 

_  Mr.  W.  A.  Simms,  convener  of  this   committee,  presented  the  following  report 
which  on  his  motion  was  received  and  read  clause  by  clause  : 

80.  Constructions  not  Provided  for  by  Tariff.— (Item  No.  37.)  Concrete  build, 
ings-class  same  as  brick.  Brick  nogged.  and  wood,  brick  lined—class  same  as 
brick  encased. 

8L  Large  Eisks.— (Item  No.  38.)  That  extras  be  named  and  charged  when  the 
oirea  of  a  building,  or  of   building   communicating   without  fire-proof  doors   or  not 


INSURANCE.  657 


having  walls  through  roof,  shall  exceed  equai-e  feet,  or  when  the  height  of  a 

building  shall  exceed  feet. 

The  committee  affirms  the  desirability  of  charging  an  extra  for  risks  defined  in 
this  itena.  The  application  of  the  extra  to  be  discretionary  with  the  rating  com- 
mittee. 

fc2.  Cumulative  Eatings  for  Frame  Block  and  Additional  Occupancies. — (Item  No: 
39.)  (a).  Is  it  not  desirable  that  some  means  be  provided  for  rating  frame  buildings 
in  blocks,  and  brick  buildings  in  which  there  are  several  occupancies  in  one  block, 
without  dividing  party  walls  ? 

(6").  To  rate  country  stores  of  two  or  more  in  a  block  in  places  not  provided 
with  means  for  extinguishing  fires. 

(a).  It  is  desirable  to  provide  some  means  for  rating  frame  buildings  in  blocks 
in  all  classifications;  bat  it  is  not  expedient  to  take  proposed  action  in  regard  to 
brick  buildings  save  in  places  classed  B  and  F. 

For  frame  ranges,  of  two  or  more,  in  all  classes,  add  10  cents  per  cent,  for  each 
occupancy  (overhead  dwellings  and  offices  excepted)  to  the  rate  of  the  greatest 
occupancy  hazard  of  the  range. 

(6).  For  brick  stores  in  classes  B  and  Fadd  5  cents  per  cent,  additional  for  each 
occupancy  over  one  in  the  building  or  block  (overhead  dwellings  and  offices  excepted) 
to  the  rate  of  the  greatest  occupancy  hazard  of  the  building  or  blocl? . 

On  motion,  items  37  and  38  of  the  report  were  adopted,  and  item  No.  39  was 
referred  to  the  two  branches  with  power  to  take  joint  action  thereon. 

83.  Rates  at  Distant  Points.— (See  No.  — .)     On  motion  it  was  ordered, 

That  committees  on  rates  at  distant  points,  whose  report  was  referred  back  for 
consideration,  be  asked  to  report  to  the  Montreal  and  Toronto  branches  respectively, 
not  later  than  Ist  December  next,  and  that  upon  the  adoption  of  such  report  in  the 
respective  branches  the  rates  so  adopted  shall  come  into  force  upon  a  date  fixed  by 
said  branches,  but  not  later  than  1st  January,  1886. 

84.  Hamilton,  London  and  Kingston— Ordp-red, 

That  the  secretary  inform  the  municipal  corporations  imposing  a  tax  upon 
companies  of  the  action  of  this  association  with  regard  to  such  municipal  taxation,  and 
ask  them  to  officially  notify  him  whether  the  tax  is  levied  on  the  gross  or  the  net 
income.     That  the  secretary  immediately   inform  companies   of  the   result  of   his 

inquiry.  ^^^^^^^  Insurance.— (See  No,  — ,)     Moved  by  Mr.  Wm.  Tatley,  seconded  by 

Mr.  B.  A.  Lilly,  , ,.  ^  .  .if 

That  the  rule  of  the  association  making  it  obligatory  to  require  particulars  of 

further  insurance  when  less  than  S50,000,  be  repealed,  and  that  it  be  left  as  formerly 

to  the  discretion  of  offices  as  to   when  they  will  require  such  particulars.— Carried. 

86.  Special  Rating  of  Peculiar  Bisks.-M.OYed  by  Mr.  Wm.  Tatley,  seconded  by 

^'"'  That  wh^eY'a  risk  from  peculiarity  of  construction  of  the  building  is  better  than 
what  was  contemplated  when  the  minimum  tariflf  was  established,  or  when  a  risk  of 
any  occupation  not  provided  for  in  schedule  rating  is  provided  with  fuUyequipped 
automatic  sprinklers  or  automatic  fire  alarm,  it  shall  be  competent  for  either  branch 
of  the  rating  committee,  when  required  by  either  branch  of  the  association,  to 
specially  rate  such  risk-anything  in  the  association  rules  or  ratings  to  the  contrary 

"°*irSl°'m7S^^^^  and  Quebec   TanJ..-(Item  No.  80.)     Moved  by 

'^'-  %I:tf:!:::^^T::oit^^^^^  and  Quebec  tariffs,  and  the  ad- 

visabm^ofreFSg  the  tariff,  be  rWred  to  the  respective  branches  to  con- 
sider  and  to  renort  at  the  next  annual  meeting.— Gamed.  o    o  li^ 

sTmeofThar^ks.     Moved  by  Mr.  Wm.  Tatley,  seconded  by  Mr.  S,  F.  Magurn, 

"""^  S'"heil/rtS  thanks  be  given  to  the  mayor  and  corporation  of  Ottawa, 
for  kTndly  granSgTe  use  of  the  City  Hall,  so  admirably  adapted  for  the  purpose,  for 
3—42 
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the  holding  of  the  meetings  of  this  association ;  and  that  the  president  and  vioe- 
president  be  a  committee  to  communicate  this  resolution  to  the  mayor. 

The  president  left  the  chair  and  Mr.  S.  C.  Danean-Clark,  vice-president,  was 
called  upon  to  preside,  and  on  motion  a  hearty  and  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  was 
given  to  the  president  for  his  very  able  and  eflScient  conduct  in  the  chair. 

The  president,  in  reply  to  the  vote  of  thanks  so  heartily  given,  expressed  his  ac- 
knowledgment in  fitting  terms,  and  thanked  the  members  for  the  orderly  manner  in 
which  they  had  carried  on  the  proceedings  now  brought  to  a  close,  fle  had  es- 
pecially to  thauk  them  for  the  manner  in  which  they  had  accepted  and  acquiesced  in 
the  various  rulings  he  was  called  upon  to  make. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned. 


G.  F.  C.SM.1TH, 

President. 
EOBBET  McLBAN, 

Secretary. 


C. 

CANADIAN  FIEB  UNDBRWEITEHS'  ASSOCIATION 

Extracts  from  Minutes  of  Toronto  Branch. 

Toronto,  1st  December,  1885. 
Eeqular  Monthly  Mebtinq. 

Met  this  day  at  11  a.m. 

Present: — Thos.  E.  Wood,  ^tna;  ©eo.  Denoon,  British  America;  S.  P.  Magurn, 
City  of  London  ;  E.  Wickens,  Commercial  Union ;  J.  T.  Vincent,  Glasgow  and  London ; 
Wm.  Henderson,  flartford  ;  Wm.  Blight,  I»ncashire;  W.  A.  Sims,  London  and  Lanca- 
shire; L.  C.  Camp,  PhcBoix  ot  Brooklyn;  Geo.  J.  Pyke,  Quebec;  Hugh  Scott,  Qaeen 
City  ;  J.  J.  Keeny,  Western. 

In  the  abeence  of  Mr.  S.  C.  Duncan-Clark  (Lancashire),  Mr.  Wm.  Hendersoa 
was  called  to  the  chair. 

The  mij;iute8  of  the  meetings  of  the  I'Jth  and  18th  ult,  were  read  and  approved. 

Admission  of  21utual  Insurance  Companies  to  Memberkiip. — A  letter  from  Mr. 
Hadrill,  of  2SLh  uU.  was  read,  and  a  resolution  passed  by  the  Montreal  Branch  re 
admission  of  mutuals  that  day  was  also  read.  After  the  matter  had  been  fully  dis- 
cussed the  following  ruboluiion  was  unanimously  adopted  : 

Ist.  That  any  business  done  on  risks  accepted  on  the  premium  note  system  for 
three  years,  the  premium  note  or  undertakiDg  shall  be  at  or  on  a  basis  of  not  less 
than  four  times  tho  ainaal  tariff  rate,  upon  which  not  less  than  20  per  cent,  in  cash 
shall  be  collected.     (This  means  80  per  cent,  of  our  annual  tariff  rate.) 

2nd.  That  on  ail  business  written  on  the  premium  note  system  for  one  year  or 
less,  not  less  than  75  per  cent,  of  the  tariff  rate  shall  be  collected  in  advance  in  cash. 

J^Tote. — These  two  are  substituted  for  let  and  2nd  paragraphs  in  minui.es  of  iSth 
Noveiaber.     No,  3  ai,d  4  to  stand  re  Wellington  Mutual  and  Hand-in-Hand. 

The  following  letter  from  the  Agricultural  Insurance  Company,  of  Watertown, 
New  York,  was  read  as  follows: — 

BoBEET  McLean,  Esq  , 

Secretary  Canadian  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters'  Association,  Toronto,  Ont. 

Dear  Sir,— Id  accordance  with  your  request  in  our  recent  conversation  the 
Agricultural  Insurance  Company,  ot  Watertown,  N.  Y.,  hereby  makes  application 
to  become  a  member  of  your  association  on  the  following  conditions : 

1st.  That  our  annual  aseessmeuts  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  twenty-five  dollars. 

2nd.  That  the  ahsociation  adopt  a  specific   form   of  application   and   policy  for 
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farm  property,  substaBtially  like  those  used  by  said  company  or  by  the  Eoyal  Insur- 
ance Company  (in  Canada),  and  including  the  two-thirds  clause  on  farm  buildings. 

I  remain  very  respectfully  yours,  &c., 

H.  M,  STEVENS,  Secretary. 

The  Hand-in-Hand  having  applied  for  admission  to  membership  in  the  associa- 
tion, it  was  resolved  that  the  company  be  admitted  on  the  terms  contained  in  the  re- 
solution passed  this  day  in  reference  to  the  admission  of  the  Wellington  Mutual. 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  J.  J.  Kenny,  seconded  by  Mr.  W.  A  Sims, 

That  on  Saturday  the  5th  inst.,  each  tariff  company  shall  wiro  all  agents  who 
have  not  returned  the  agreement  regarding  the  representation  of  non-tariff  com- 
panies duly  signed,  advising  them  that  from  that  date  their  authority  to  act  for  sooh 
tariff  company  is  suspended  uijtil  the  said  agreement  is  executed  and  returned. 

This  action  is  subject  to  the  ooncurrenoe  of  the  Montreal  Branch,  which  the 
secretary  is  to  request  by  wire  to-morrow. — Carried  unanimously . 

The  following  question  was  asked :  A  policy  is  taken  out  on  lumber  100  feet 
space  clause,  full  average  2 J  per  cent,  annually,  from  2Dd  November,  1885.  On  18th 
November,  1885,  mill  ceases  to  run,  oan  we  cancel  policy  in  order  that  the  rate  may 
be  made  l|  per  cent',  until  mill  runs  again  when  extra  will  be  paid?  Reply:  ShoK* 
date  rates  mnst^-fee  collected  when  policy  is  oanoelled,  and  all  insurances  taken  on 
lumber  between  the  Ist  November  and  the  1st  May  must  be  taken  at  short  date  rates 
as  per  No.  1i,  page  8,  minutes  of  Ottawa  general  meeting. 


Toronto,  Sijd  December,  1885. 

Met  this  day  at  11  a.m.,  pursuant  to  yesterday's  adjournment. 

Wm.  Henderson  (Hariford)  in  the  ehair. 

A  certain  company  is  said  to  have  Uken  a  risk  of  |16|£00  on  a  private  dweling, 
the  property  of  Mr.  George  Eobinson,  of  London,  with  a  clause  in  the  policy  that  in 
case  of  loss  the  assured  will  not  be  called  upon  or  required  to  make  a  detailed  state- 
ment of  his  loss.  His  own  affidavit  made  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief  as 
to  the  extent  of  the  loss  will  be  deemed  sufficient  proof. 

In  reply  to  this  statement  it  was  held  ihat  no  board  company  should  accept  a 
risk  with  such  conditions  as  stated,  and  this  branch  desires  to  express  its  strong  dis- 
approval of  such  a  practice. 

The  classification  of  Aylmer,  Orillia  and  Brochville  was  referred  to  the  fare  appli- 
ance and  olaesifioation  committee  to  report. 

On  motion  Mr.  J.  J.  Kenny  was  authcM-ized  to  sign  cheques  in  the  absence  of 
Mr.  Duncan-Clark  from  Toronto. 

A  letter  of  2td  inst.  was  read  from  the  Montreal  branch  m  reference  to  the 
admission  of  mutuals  to  the  association,  and  suggesting  that  a  meeting  of  the  Toronto 
branch  be  held  on  Saturday,  the  5th  inst.,  at  which  a  deputation  from  Montreal  would 
be  present      The  following  resolution  of  the  Montreal  branch  passed,  was  read  : 

That  in  view  of  the  diversity  of  opinion  existing  between  the  two  branches  as  to 
the  terms  upon  which  mutual  companies  should  be  admitted  to  the  association,  it  be 

^^""^^solved  That  a  deputation  from  this  branch  should  proceed  to  Toronto  to  confer 
with  the  branch  there  as  to  the  advisability,  in  the  interest  of  stock  companies,  of 
tZ  admission  of  mutual  companies  on  ary  terms  ;  and  in  the  event  of  the  opinion 
of  the  joint  committee  being  In  the  affirmative  to  ^l^^^^^-^^P^^^^^  ,^™J«'- *Y 
admission  That  the  said  deputation  consist  of  the  president  and  Messrs.  A.  T. 
Patterson   Wm.  Tatley,  G.B.Hart  and  Thos.  Davidson.         ^    .    .      ^    ,, 

That  the  proposal  of  the  Agricultural  of  VVatertown  for  admission  to  the  associa- 
tion I  also  XTd  to  the  committee  who  are  going  to  Toronto,  with  instructions 
to  report  on  same  to  the  Montreal  branch. 

•6-m 
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The  proposition  of  the  Montreal  branch  was  agreed  to,  and  the  secretary  was 
instructed  lo  wire  to  Mr.  Hadrill  to  that  effect ;  and  also  to  notify  the  Waterloo 
Mutual,  the  Perth  Mutual  and  the  Mercantile  of  the  meeting,  with  the  view  of  their 
being  represented  thereat, 

The  Toronto  committee  on  rates  at  distant  points  presented  their  report,  which 
on  motion  of  the  chairman  was  adopted  as  follows  : 

That  rates  at  points  north  of  the  Georgian  Bay  and  west  of  Parry  Sound  (but 
exclusive  of  that  town)  shall  not  be  less  than  SO  per  cent,  above  the  Ontario  minimum 
tariff  rates.  No  allowance  shall  be  made  for  the  40  feet  space  clause  ;  the  question 
of  additional  charges  for  exposures  being  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  respective  offices. 
The  foregoing  not  to  apply  to  special  hazards. 

That  on  all  special  risks  the  minimum  basis  rates  be  25  per  cent,  advance  on  the 
mininium, basis  rates  quoted  in  the  Ontario  tariff,  but  on  schedule  rated  risks  the 
advance  to  be  on  the  basis  and  not  on  the  total  rate,  excepting  elevators  and  saw 
mills,  the  rate  for  whioh  shall  be  the  same  as  in  Ontario  tariff.  On  saw  mills — plan- 
ing mills  and  lumber — when  risks  are  situate  north  and  west  of  Port  Arthur  and 
Fort  William,  the  rates  of  the  Winnipeg  Board  will  be  adopted  by  this  association, 
unless  when  they  are  lower  than  the  tariff  rates  recommended  in  this  report. 

Note — The  committee  desire  to  express  their  opinion  that  the  Winnipeg  Board 
be  confined  to  the  Province  of  Manitoba  on  question  of  rates. 


Toronto,  7th  December,  1885, 

Toronto  branch  met  this  day  at  11  a.m.,  pursuant  to  Saturday's  adjournment, 
Wm.  Henderson  (Hartford)  in  the  chair. 

Also  a  deputation  from  the  Montreal  branch  of  the  association,  appointed  at  their 
meeting  of  the  28th  ult.,  and  consisting  of  Messrs.  G.  P.  C.  Smith,  G,  B.  Hart,  Thos. 
Davidson  and  Wm.  Tatley, 

Minutes  of  1st  and  3rd  inst.  read  and  Montreal  minutes  of  the  28th  ult.  were 
also  read. 

A  telegram  was  read  from  Messrs.  Lockie,  of  the  Mercantile,  and  Hughes  of  the 
Waterloo  mutual,  Etating  that  in  consequence  of  the  cancelment  of  the  early  train 
on  the  Grand  Trunk  Eailway,  they  could  not  arrive  in  Toronto  in  time  for  the 
morning  session, 

Mr,  W-  H.  Howland  addressed  the  meeting  at  some  length  in  explanation  of 
the  origin  and  mode  of  insurance  adopted  by  the  Millers'  and  Manufacturers'  Mutual 
with  which  he  and  Mr.  Hugh  Scott  were  connected.  Messrs.  Smith,  Tatley  and 
Magurn  spoke  in  reply,  after  whioh  Messrs.  Howland  and  Scott  withdrew. 

By  request  the  secretary  read  the  correspondence  that  led  to  the  Waterloo 
Mutual  becoming  a  member  of  the  association. 

It  was  then  moved  by  Mr.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr,  Magurn, 

That  the  question  of  the  admission  of  Mutual  companies  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee to  be  named  by  the  chairman,  to  meet  the  deputation  from  Montreal,  said  joint 
committee  to  report  to  a  meeting  of  the  branch  at  3  o'clock  this  afternoon.— Carried, 

The  chairman  then  named  all  the  members  of  the  Toronto  branch  present  as 
members  of  the  said  committee  to  confer  with  the  deputation  from  Montreal, 

The  meeting  of  the  branch  adjourned  to  meet  at  3  p.m. 

WM.  HENDERSON,  Chairman. 
ROBERT  MoLEAN,  Secretary. 
The  meeting  then  went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Henderson  in  the  chair. 
After  considerable  discussion   it   was   moved   by   Mr.   Tatlev,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Wickens,  ■' 

That  except  in  cases  when  a  company  offers  any  special  features,  not  now  con- 
templated, under  which  circumstances  their  case  shall  be  specially  considered, 


INSUKANOE. 


661 


Be  it  Resolved,  That  mutual  companies  may  be  admitted  as  members  of  this 
association,  provided  they  biod  themselves  to  collect  full  tariff  rate,  whether  the 
insurance  be  effected  upon  the  mutual  or  the  cash  plan,  or  whether  it  be  effected  for 
a  long  or  short  term  ;  but  it  shall  be  competent  for  a  mutual  company  doing  a  mixed 
business  to  join  the  association  for  its  cash  business  only — without  reference  to  its 
mutual  business  if  it  so  elects  ;  and  nothing  in  this  resolution  shall  prevent  a  mutual 
company  from  paying  a  divided  or  bonus,  provided  such  a  dividend  or  boQus  is  paid 
only  at  the  end  of  the  term  for  which  the  policy  was  issued. 

The  committee  adjourned  to  meet  at  3  p  m. 


MoNDAT,  'Ith  December,  1885. 

The  Toronto  branch  met  at  3  p.  m.,  and  as  the  committee  were  not  ready  to 
report,  they  adjourned  to  10. 3U  to-morrow  morning. 

The  committee  then  resumed  at  3  p.  m. 

Present: — Mr.  Henderson  in  the  chair  ;  Messrs.  Wood,  Denoon,  Hart,  Magurn, 
Wickens,  Vincent,  Blight,  Smith,  Sims,  Lockie,  Davidson,  Taylor,  Pyke,  Tatley, 
Banks,  Hughes  and  Kenny. 

Moved  in  amendment  (to  Mr,  Tatley's  motion)  by  Mr.  Hart,  seconded  by  Mr, 
Denoon : 

That  except  in  cases  when  a  company  offers  any  special  features,  not  now  con- 
templated, under  which  circamstances  their  case  shall  be  specially  considered.  Be  it 
Mesolved, 

1st.  That  purely  mutual  companies  may  be  admitted  to  membership  in  this 
association  on  the  condition  that  on  any  business  done  by  them  the  premium  note 
or  undertaking  shall  be  at  not  less  than  four  times  the  annual  tariff  rates  of  this 
association  ;  and  that  an  assessment  in  advance  shall  be  made  of  not  less  than  20 
per  cent,  thereon  annually  in  cash. — Carried. 

;ind.  That  mixed  mutual  insurance  companies,  that  is,  companies  doing  business 
both  on  the  cash  system  and  mutual  plan,  may  be  admitted  to  membership  in  this 
association  on  the  following  conditions :  — 

(a.)  That  any  business  taken  or  accepted  on  the  cash  system  shall  be  at  not  less 
than  the  tariff  rates  of  this  association. 

(6.)  That  all  risks  taken  on  the  mutual  plan,  the  premium  note  or  undertaking 
shall  be  at  not  less  than  four  times  the  annnal  rates  of  this  association,  and  that  an 
assessment  in  advance  shall  be  made  of  not  less  than  20  per  cent,  thereon  annually 
in  cash. — Carried. 

3rd.  That  mutual  companies  having  a  subscribed  capital  stock  or  guarantee 
capital  may  be  admitted  to  membership  in  the  association,  provided  that  they  charge 
full  tariff  rates  in  cash  in  advance,  which  does  not  preclude  such  companies  from 
declaring  a  profit  or  bonus  at  the  end  of  the  time  for  which  such  cash  premium  was 

paid.— Carried.  .      ,       ,,  .•   ■  •  <- 

The  original  resolution  on  being  put  was  negatived  on  the  same  division— except 
the  preamble,  which  is  retained  as  part  of  the  amendment.       ,       ^  ^    „^,  , 

Mr.  Tatley  wished  it  recorded  that  he  voted  against  Nos.  1  and  2  of  the  amend- 
ment to  his  resolution. 

On  motion  the  committee  rose. 

TORONTO  BRANCH. 

Morning  Session,  Tqesdat,  8th  Dec,  1885. 
Met  pursuant  to  adjournment;  Mr.  G.F.  C.  Smith  (Lverpool  and    London  and 
Globe)  president  in  the  chair.  committee,  consisting  of  the  v^^oXn- 

tioufs^'pSelTtL^X^'ttsSofthe  meeting  held  on   the   7th  inst..   aud 
moved  that  it  b©  received. 
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On  motion  of  Mb.  Magurn,  it  was  decided  to  consider  the  report  clause  by  clause, 
whereupon  Mr.  Henderson  moved  the  adoption  of  the  first  clause,  namely  : — 

That  except  in  case  when  a  company  offers  any  special  advantages  not  now  con- 
templated, under  which  circumstances  their  case  shall  be  spectelly  considered,  Be  it 
Mesolved, 

Ist.  That  purely  mutual  insurance  companies  may  be  admitted   to    membership 
in  this  association  on  the  condition  that  on  any  business  done  by  them,  the  premium, 
note  or  undertaking  shall  be  at  not  less  than  four  times   the   annual  tariff  rates   of 
this  association;  and  that  an  assessment  in  advance  shall  be  made  of  not   less  than 
20  per  cent,  thereon  annually  in  cash. 

Mr.  Hughes  moved  in  amendment,  seconded  by  Mr.  Kenny, 

That  all  the  words  after  the  words,  "  tariff  rates  of  this  association,"  be  struck 
out.     After  a  long  discussion  the  amendment  on  being  put  was  carried 

Mr.  Henderson  moved  the  adoption  of  the  2nd  clause  of  the  report,  namely: — 

2nd.  That  mixed  mutual  insurance  companies,  that  is,  companies  doing  business 
both  on  the  cash  system  and  mutual  plan,  may  be  admitted  to  membership  in  this 
association  on  the  following  conditions  : — 

(a.)  That  any  business  taken  or  accepted  on  the  cash  system  shall  be  at  not  less 
than  the  tariff  rales  of  this  association. 

(6,)  That  all  risks  taken  on  the  mutual  plan,  the  premium  note  or  undertaking,, 
shall  be  at  not  less  than  four  times  the  annual  tariff  rates  of  this  association  ;  and 
that  s.n  assessment  in  advance  shall  be  made  of  not  less  than  20  per  cent,  thereon 
annually  in  cash. 

Mr.  Hughes  moved  in  amendment,  seconded  by  Mr.  Kenny. 

That  all  the  words  in  paragraph  (6)  after  the  words,  "  tariff  rates  of  this  asso- 
ciation," be  struck  out. 

The  amendment  was  carried,  and  the  second  clause  as  amended  was  carried  on 
the  same  division. 

Mr.  Henderson  then  moved  the  adoption  of  the  third  clause  referring  to  mutual' 
companies  with  a  ttock  capital,  as  follows  : — 

3rd.  That  mutual  companies  having  a  subscribed  capital  stock  or  guarantee 
capital  may  be  admitted  to  membership  in  this  association,  provided  thattbey  charge 
full  tariff  rates  in  cash  in  advance,  which  does  not  preclude  such  companies  from, 
declaring  a  profit  or  bonus  at  the  end  of  the  time  for  which  such  cash  premium  was 
paid. 

Mr.  Hughes  moved,  seconded  by  Mr.  Kenny,  that  all  the  words  after  the  words 
"provided  that  they  "  be  struck  out  and  the  following  words  be  substiiuted  therefor,. 
"  charge  not  less  than  SO  per  cent,  of  tariff  rates  of  cash  in  advance,  and  a  premium 
Dote  or  undertaking  of  at  least  an  equal  amount." 

The  amendment  on  being  put  was  lost,  and  the  original  resolution  was  carried 
on  the  same  division. 

Mr.  Henderson  then  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  committee  as 
amended,  which  was  carried. 


On  motion  the  meeting  adjourned  to  meet  at  2  p.  m. 


Afternoon  Session,  Tuesday,  8th  December,  1885. 

Met  pursuant  to  adjournment  at  2  p.  m. ;  Mr.  G.  F.  C.  Smith,  president,  in  the- 
chair. 

At  the  request  of  the  president,  the  secretary  read  the  minutes  of  the  morning 
session,  referring  to  the  terms  of  admission  upon  which  the  various  classes  of  mutual 
insurance  companies  may  become  members  of  this  association,  as  Messrs.  Howland 
and  Scott  had  not  been  present  in  the  forenoon. 

Mr.  Howland  addressed  the  meeting  for  some  time,  defending  the  position  taken 
by  him  in  the  formation  of  the  Millers'  and  Manufacturers'  Mutual ;  that  he,  and  not 
Mr.  Scott,  was  responsible  for  the  organization   of  that   company.     The  president. 
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Messrs.  Tatley,  Magurn  and  Keitay  replied,  whereupon  the  regular  business  of  the 
meeting  was  proceeded  with,  namely,  the 

Admission  of  the  Agricultural  of  Watertown,  N.  Y. — The  letter  of  the  secretary  of 
that  company  (already  printed  in  the  minutes)  was  read,  and  the  form  of  farm  appli- 
cations used  by  that  company  and  the  Eoyal  were  submitted  ;  and  after  the  matter 
had  been  fully  discussed, 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Magurn,  seconded  by  Mr.  Blight, 

That  the  former  resolution  passed  by  the  Toronto  branch  on  the  Ist  December 
be  rescinded  and  not  printed  in  the  minutes,  and  thst  it  be  resolved, 

That  the  Agricultural  Insurance  Company  of  Watertown,  N.  Y.,  be  admitted  a 
member  jf  this  association  upon  signing  the  constitution  and  rules,  including  the 
basis  upon  which  all  companies  are  assessed  for  expenses. 

That  the  secretary  be  instructed  to  communicate  this  resolution  to  the  officers 
of  that  company  ;  and  to  state  that  if  they  join,  a  committee  will  be  appointed  of 
which  that  company  shall  be  one,  to  consider  their  proposition  as  to  a  unilorm  appli- 
cation ard  pulley,  and  adopt  them  if  found  practicable. 

Agencies  of  Non-Tar  iff  Gompaw'es- 

Moved  by  Mr.  Kenny,  seconded  by  Mr.  Henderson, 

Thai  inasmuch  as  the  terms  upon  which  certain  companies  may  be  admitted  to 
the  association  are  still  under  consideration,  the  terra  for  complying  with  the  rule 
adopted  at  Ottawa  in  regard  to  agencies  of  non-tariff  companies  be  extended  to  the 
2nd  January  next;  and  any  agent  of  a  tariff  company  who  shall  have  failed  to  com- 
ply with  the  said  rule  by  that  date  shall  have  the  ageucy  of  such  tariff  company 
revoked  from  that  date. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Kenny,  seconded  by  Mr.  Haghes, 

That  all  companies  becoming  members  ot  the  association  shall  pay  their  propor- 
tion of  the  expenses,  the  assessment  for  tbe  sbme  being  based  on  their  cash  income 
of  the  previous  year  ;  but  in  no  case  to  be  less  than  $2^. 

At  this  point  the  president  left  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Magmn  was  requested  to 
preside. 

It  was  then  moved  by  Mr.  Kenny,  seconded  by  Mr.  Henderson, 

That  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  be  toi  dered  to  the  president  and  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Monti eal  deputation  for  the  valuable  assihtanc-o  given  to  this  branch  in 
dealing  with  the  fcubjectc  under  discussion.  This  motion  wa-  carried  unanimously, 
to  which  the  president  for  himself,  and  the  dnputation  from  Montreal,  made  a  happy 
and  suitable  reply.     The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

^■^  G.  F.  C.  SMITH,  President. 

EGBERT  MoLB^lN,  Secretary. 


Schedule  Eatirgs.— In  an  informal  manner  the  schedule  ratings  on  specials  not 
yet  dealt  with  were  divided  between  the  two  committees,  and  an  expression  ot 
opinion  was  aeked  from  the  two  branches  at  their  next  meeting  as  to  whether  saw 
mills  cotton  mills  other  than  standard  mills  should  be  dealt  with  or  not. 


D. 
CANADIAN  FIRE  UNDERWRITERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

Extracts  from  Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting. 

Toronto,  Tuesday,  30th  March,  1886. 

Met  tbis.day  at  10  ^  °i  (Liverpool  and  London  and  Globe), 

?'"t^tLrCr-itna  Agricultural,  British  America,  Caledonia,   Citizens, 

president  in  the  cha^^-^t^a,Agr^      I^sui-ance  Association,  Glasgow  and  London, 

City  o  London,  Coinmercia^UnQ^  Lancashire,  London  and  Lancashire 

S£"Ass^r^t:MnSs?ndS  Mercantile,  National  of  Iieland,  North 
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British  and  Mercantile,  Northern,  Norwich  (Jijion,  Phceaix  of  Brooklyn,  PhcBnix  of 
London,  Quebec,  Qaeen,  Qaeea  City,  Eoyal,  Scottish  Union  and  National,  Waterloo, 
Western. 

At  the  request  of  the  president,  the  secretary  read  the  notice  dated  8th  March, 
and  the  snppl<  mentary  notice  dated  18th  March,  188t),  calling  the  present  meeting. 

2.  Mules  of  Order. — The  president  then  read  the  rales  of  order  which  were 
observed  at  previous  general  meetings  of  the  association,  and  they  were  adopted  for 
the  conduct  of  the  present  meeting. 

3.  Minutes  of  Special  G-etieral  Meeting  at  Ottawa. — The  minutes  of  the  Ottawa 
meeting  were  taken  as  read  and  confirmed. 

4.  Montreal  Sub  Agents  of  Toronto  Offices — A  question  being  raised  as  to  whether 
matters  afiecting  the  city  of  Montreal  and  suburbs  solely,  required  the  concurrence 
of  the  Toronto  Branch;  the  president  ruled  that  they  did  not,  and  in  confirmatioa 
oftbatvew  read  the  following  extracts  from  the  Toronto  minutes  of  loth  June, 
Montroil  minutes  ISth  June  and  Toronto  minutes  8th  July,  1884: 

Representation  of  Toronto  Read  Offices  at  meetings  of  Montreal  Committee  (notice 
of  motion  given  20th  May)  :  — 

Moved  by  Mr.  Sims,  seconded  by  Mr.  Scott,  that  local  representatives  in  Mon- 
treal o  companies  having  their  head  of&ces  in  Toronto,  shall  be  empowered  to  vote 
on  all  questions  aflfeoting  Montreal  city  (and  suburbs)  business  and  the  election  of 
brokers,  there  boing  no  local  board  in   Montreal.     (Toronto  minutes,  10-6-84,) 

Montreal  Sub-Agents  of  Toronto  Offices. — "  The  resolution  of  the  Toronto  Com- 
mittee ot  the  loth  itjst ,  was  assented  to  with  amendments  in  italics  as  follows: — 

"  Resolved,  That  local  repreeentalives  in  Montreal  of  companies  having  their  head 
offices  in  Toronto  shall  be  empowered  to  fully  represent  their  head  offices  on  the  Mon- 
treal Committee,  their  action  to  bind  their  respective  companies  on  all  questions  solely 
affecting  Montreal  city  (and  suburbs)  business  and  election  of  brokers,  there  beieg 
no  local  boaid  in  Montreal  and  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  having  such  questions  referred 
to  the  Toronto  Committee  "     (Montreal  minutes,  18-6-84.) 

Montreal  Sub  Agents  of  Toronto  Offices. — "The  resolutions  in  reference  to  thia 
matter  as  amendea  by  the  Montreal  Committee  was  concurred  in."  (Toronto 
minutes,  8  7-84  ) 

A  notice  of  motion  on  this  matter  was  subsequently  given. 


Morning  Session,  Wednesday,  Slst  March,  1886. 

Met  at  10  a.m.,  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Mr.  G.  F.  C.  Smith  (Liverpool  and 
London  and  Globe),  prenident,  in  the  chair. 

23.  Rating  of  risks  not  new  subject  to  tariff. — (Item  No.  7.)  Including  farm 
property  and  dwellings,  churches  and  schoolhouses.  This  question  was  discussed  in 
open  meeting  for  some  time,  when  on  motion  of  Mr.  Magurn,  the  meeting  adjourned 
till  3  p.m; 


Afternoon  Session,  Wednesday,  Slst  March,  1886. 

Met  at  %  p.m.,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Mr.  G.  P.  d  Smith  (Liverpool  and 
London  and  Globe),  president,  in  the  chair. 

24.  Rating  of  risks  not  now  subject  to  tariff— (Iteim'So.l).  The  discussion  on 
this  item  wa-*  resumed  and  the  question  was  referred  to  Committee  on  Section  B, 
with  instructiorjs  to  rate  ri^ks  named  therein.  After  some  discussion  items  Nos.  8, 
14  and  17  were  leferred  to  the  same  committee,  and  the  part  in  No.  19  referring  to 
dwellings. 

On  motion  the  rating  of  public  boarding  houses  was  expunged  from  the  tariff, 
this  class  of  risk  being  difficult  of  definition. 
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Eeport  on  section  C. 

25.  Mr.  HendereoD,  chairman  of  this  seetion,  read  the  report  of  this  committee 
and  moved  that  it  be  received.—  Carried. 

The  report  was  then  considered,  clause  by  clause,  as  follows:  — 
The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  folioflfing  items  on  the  agenda,  viz.  : 
Nos.  2,  13,  15,  32  and  36,  beg  most  respectfully  to  report, 

26.  Adjustment  of  Losses. — (Item  No  2.)  The  desirability  of  the  adoption  of  one 
aniform  principle  of  adjustment  of  loss  where  policies  are  non-oonoarrent. 

That  it  is  desirable  if  practicable  that  a  uniform  principle  of  adjastment  of  losses 
he  adopted  and  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  consider  the  question  in  all  its 
bearings,  to  report  at  next  general  meeting,  and  that  meantime  it  is  recommended, 
that  in  cases  of  difficult  adjustment  as  between  companies,  such  be  referred  for  the 
opinion  of  one  or  more  disinterested  offices. — Carried. 

27.  Defaulting  Agents  and  Unreasonable  Claimants  for  Loss  by  Fire. — (Item  No. 
13.)  Is  it  desirable  to  report  to  the  secretary  the  names  of  defaulting  agents,  and 
cases  in  which  claimants  for  loss  are  unreasonable  in  their  demands,  so  that  a  private 
record  may  be  kept  for  the  exclusive  use  of  members  of  the  association  ? 

It  is  the  opinion  ot  your  committee  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  frame  any  rule  with 
regard  to  defaulting  agents  and  unreasonable  claimants.  As  to  agents,  companies 
iiave  it  in  their  power  to  protect  themselves,  and  with  regard  to  unreasonable  claims, 
your  committee  feel  that  the  association  have  no  adequate  means  to  deal  with  sach. 
Moreover,  whether  a  claim  is  reasonable  or  otherwise,  is  generally  a  debatable 
question,  to  which  no  fixed  principle  would  be  of  easy  application. — Carried. 

28.  Endorsiment  Fees.— {liom  No.  15.)  That  endorsement  fees  be  treated  as 
preminms  by  agents,  and  not  be  divided  as  at  present,  by  many  companies  allowing 
one-halt  of  same  to  their  agents. 

That  these  fees  are  in  no  sense  premiums,  but  are  chaiged  on  account  of  the 
extra  clerical  work  which  endorsements  entail.  It  io  the  opinion  of  your  committee 
that  the  arrangements  of  offices  with  managers  and  agents  in  Canada,  differ  so  much 
that  a  uniform  rule  cannot  be  laid  down  with  respect  to  the  disposition  of  thesefees. 
^Carried. 

29.  Contributions  by  Gompaniis  to  Firemen's  Benevolent  Funds,  Picnics,  <fcc.— (Item 
No.  32.)  That  as  an  association  your  committee  cannot  recognize  the  principle  of 
contributing  to  such  objects,  but  that  each  office  be  left  to  deal  with  the  matter  as  it 

Bees  fit.—  Carried.  >t     oz?  \     mu    j    ■ 

30.  IScale  of  Charges  for  Adjusters  and  Appraisers.— (Item  No.  36.)  ihe  desir- 
ability of  adopting  a  scale  of  charges  for  adjusters  and  appraisers  and  to  Sx  a  principle 
or  basis  upon  which  the  offices  shall  contribute,  whether  according  to  amount  of 
policies  or  amount  of  loss  or  01  horwise.  ^  ^-         c 

Your  committee  would  not  recommend  any  change  in  the  present  practice  ot 
companies  in  payment  of  aHja.ter^'  and  appraisers'  fees,  but  they  consider  that  offices 
should  contribute  in  the  rauo  of  the  amount  of  the  insurance  on  the  subject  involved. 

Moved  in  amendment  by  the  London  and  Lancashire,  seconded  by  the  Fire  in- 
surance Association  :  .       ,  ..  iu  i  -i,  *■       u„ 

That  as  regards  that  portion  of  the  committee's  report  upon  the  contribution  by 
offices  towards  adjustment  expen.es,  this  .association  recognizes  the  principle  of  ap- 
portioning such  expenses  among  the  offices  interested  in  the  ratio  of  the  amount  of 
loss  actually  paid  as  the  correct  one.  ,    ,       ,  .    ^,  ^ 

The   amendment  on    being   put  was   lost,  and  the  clause  as  in  the  report  was 

^*^°^Oo"motion  of  Mr.  Henderson  the  report  as  above  was  adopted. 

31  Adjustment  of  Losses-The  president  appointed  the  foUowina  committee  on 
item  No  2  "adjustment  .,f  losses,'"  to  report  at  the  next  general  meeting  as  re- 
commended  by  the  Committee  on  Sectton  C,  viz  :  Lancashire  (Convener),  Hartford 
commenaea  "7    "  Western  and    Waterloo.  Toronto,  Im|jeri.l.  Liverpool  and 

London  and  ""St^^^ZTo^  I-land  (Convener),  Northern  and  Royal,  Montreal. 
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Tie  above  committee  is  appointed  with  the  understanding  that  the  Toronto  and 
Montreal  sections  will  correspond  eo  as  to  enable  them  to  make  a  joint  report.  The 
Toronto  section  being  named  to  take  the  initiative. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned  till  10  a  m.  to-morrow. 


Morning  Session,  Thursday,  Ist  April,  1886. 

Met  at  10  a.m.,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Mr.  G.  F.  C.  Smith  (Liverpool  and 
ILondon  and  Globe),  president,  in  the  chair. 

_,      The  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  afternoon  session  of  yesterday  were  read 
and  confirmed. 

Eeport  op  Section  A. 

33.  Mr.  Evans,  chairman  (schedule  rating  committee),  read  his  report  and  moved 
its  reception,  which  was  carried.  It  was  then  read  clause  by  clause,  and  on  motion 
of  the  chairman  it  was  adopted  as  follows :  — 

Eeport  of  Schedule  Bating  Committee — Pursuant  to  the  resolution  passed  at  the 
meeting  of  the  aesociation  in  Ottawa,  in  October,  1886,  the  schedule  rating  commit- 
tees, appointed  March,  1885,  have  continued  their  work  and  have  completed  schedules 
for  nine  other  classes  of  hazards  herewith  submitted  to  you  for  approval,  viz. : — Boot 
and  shoe  factories,  button  factories,  glass  works,  canning  works,  evaporating  estab- 
lishments, agricultural  implement  factories,  woollen  mills,  tanneries,  breweries,  coflfee 
roasting  (and  or)  spice  mills,  making  with  thoee  previously  formulated  a  total  of  16 
classes  of  special  hazaids  brought  under  the  operation  of  schedule  rating.  The  re- 
maining classes  of  specisls,  as  a  rule,  contain  very  few  risks  in  each  class,  and  it  is 
proposed  that  for  special  hazards  not  included  in  the  ordirary  minimum  tariff  and 
not  fccheduled  under  sepaiate  headings,  a  general  standard  shall  be  formulated  with 
separate  basis  rates  for  different  claeses.  In  tbis  connection  it  may  be  stated  that 
our  present  list  of  schedule  rated  risks  is  larger  than  those  of  most  if  not  all  of  the 
American  tariff  associations. 

The  Montreal  committee  immediately  after  the  Ottawa  meeting  proceeded  tO' 
draw  up  a  form  of  survey  to  be  used  by  inspectors,  so  framed  as  to  show  by  a  series 
of  questions  and  answers,  the  rale  of  each  risk  under  its  own  schedule.  Various 
modifications  were  made  in  this  survey  form  to  meet  the  views  of  the  Toronto  com- 
mittee and  finally  it  was  mutually  agreed  that  each  committee  should  prepare  and 
adopt  its  own  survey  form.  In  the  month  of  December  it  was  decided  to  proceed 
with  the  work  of  inspection  as  directed  by  resolution  passed  at  the  Ottawa  meeting; 
accordingly  Mr.  Alfred  Perry  was  chosen  from  a  number  of  applicants  for  the  posi- 
tion of  inspector  and  commenced  work  in  the  latter  part  of  December.  Since  that 
time  he  has  inspected  most  of  the  schedule  rated  risks  in  Montreal,  Quebec,  Ottawa, 
Kingston,  Ganaroque,  Brockville,  Sherbrooke  and  St.  Hyacinthe,  these  being  the 
principal  points  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Montreal  schedule  rating  committee* 
As  a  result  of  his  work,  some  175  risks  have  been  inspected  and  the  new  rates  upon 
these  car  at  once  be  brou£»ht  into  force.  The  Toronto  schedule  rating  committee 
have  dealt  with  all  the  schedules  referred  to  in  this  report,  but  have  not  yet  adopted 
fl  survey  form  nor  have  they  engaged  an  inspector,  or  inspected  any  schedule  rated 
Tisks,  and  they  beg  to  report  that  their  operations  have  been  somewhat  delayed  by 
the  fact  that  Toronto  city  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Toronto  board. 

Power  having  been  given  the  committees  to  alter  the  basis  rate  in  cases  where  it 
might  not  seem  to  be  correct,  it  has  been  deemed  advisable  to  alter  the  flour  mill 
standard  from  $2.25  to  82  £0  for  steam  power,  with  similar  advance  on  the  other 
basis  rates,  at  the  same  time  reducing  the  extras  for  brick  encased,  from  50o»  to  35o. 
and  frame  from  81.00  to  50c.,  an  extra  has  also  been  added  for  open  lights. 

The  question  of  granting  allowances  for  superior  manufacturing  risks  at  present 
embraced  in  the  ordinary  minimum  tariff,  has  engaged  the  attention  of  your  com- 
mittee, and  they  have  decided  to  recommend  that  for  manufacturing  risks  embraced 
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m  the  ordinary  minimum  tariff,  the  joint  schedule  rating  committees  shall  formulate 
a  series  of  deductions  on  the  percentage  plan,  from  the  present  minimum  rates  for 
hoists,  hatches,  boiler  and  fire  appliances. 

As  regards  the  deductions  to  be  made  for  co-insurance  and  sprinklers,  your  com- 
mittee recommend  that  those  passed  at  the  Ottawa  meeting,  viz. :— 15  per  cent,  for 
76  per  cent,  co-insurance,  and  16  per  cent,  for  automatic  sprinklers  or  30  per  cent. 
for  both  combined,  shall  be  the  deduction  for  all  manufacturing  risks  not  embraced 
in  the  present  ordinary  minimum  tariff,  and  for  all  risks  in  or  on  Ist  and  2nd  class 
buildings,  manufacturing  or  otherwise,  embraced  in  the  ordinary  minimum  tariff. 
In  towns  classified  "  C"  or  abo^e,  deduction  shall  be  as  follows:— For  full  co-insur- 
ance, 10  per  cent. ;  for  full  co  insurance  and  sprinklers,  20  per  cent. ;  but  no  al- 
lowance for  sprinklers  without  co-insurance. 

In  connection  with  this  matter  your  committee  wish  it  understood  that  wherever 
spriiLklers  are  referred  to  they  are  to  be  automatic,  and  according  to  an  approved 
standard . 

In  conclusion  your  committee  thick  that  the  time  has  now  arrived  when  schedule 
rating  should  be  brought  into  active  operation,  and  recommend  that  the  new  rates 
te  brought  into  force  on  and  after  Ist  May,  1886,  on  all  risks  then  inspected  and 
rated,  and  that  as  the  remaining  risks  are  inspected  and  rated,  such  rates  be  pro- 
mulgated and  brought  into  force. 

Any  limitations  as  to  the  order  in  which  towns  are  to  be  brought  under  the 
operation  of  schedule  rating  being  for  this  purpose  waived. 

In  the  case  of  co-insurance  and  sprinklers  deductions  under  the  ordinary  mini- 
mum tariff,  these  deductions  shall  only  be  brought  into  force  when  they  are  pro- 
mulgated by  the  branch  in  whose  jurisdiction  they  may  be. 

b\  W.  EVANS,  Ghairman. 

34.  Fire  Proof  Doors. — Moved  by  Mr.  Hughes,  seconded  by  Mr.  Taylor, 
That  the  question  of  defining   the  construction  of  fire  proof  doors  be  referred  to 

the  committee  on  schedule  rating  and  that  their  definition  of  the  same  be  conclusive 
and  final. — Carried. 

35.  Appointment  of  Inspector. — Moved  by  Mr.  Wood,  seconded  by  Mr.  Mudge, 
That  the  Toronto  board  be  requested  to   appoint  three  members  to  act  with  the 

schedule  rating  committee  of  the  Toronto  branch  of  the  Canadian  Fire  Underwriters' 
Association,  for  the  appointment  of  an  inspector  and  application  of  the  schedules, 
would  recommend  that  they  secure  the  services  of  Mr.  Perry  as  inspector. 
Moved  in  amendment  by  Mr.  Magurn,  seconded  by  Mr.  Duncan  Clark, 
That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Toronto  Branch  of  the  schedule  rating  committee 
to  proceed  at  once  with  the  securing  of  an  inspector  and  inspecting  schedule  rated 
risks  in  Toronto,  and  upon  the  completion  of  the  surveys  the  committee  are  hereby 
authorized  to  transmit  the  same  to  the  secretary  of  the  Toronto  board,  with  the  re- 
quest that  that  board  apply  schedule  rates  by  1st  May. 

The  amendment  was  carried  and  the  original  resolution  lost  on  the  same  division. 

36.  Schedule  Bated  Bisks. — Ordered,  that  no  rebate  shall  be  allowed  on  existing- 
nsurances  when  risks  are  schedule  rated ;  but  if  advantage  is  desired  to  be  taken  by 
assured  of  the  new  rate   as  per  schedule,  by   effecting  new  full  term  in«urance,  such 
must  be  under  a  new   application,  and  in   such  cases  companies   ma,y  &l[ow  pro  rata.. 
rebates  of  the  premium  paid  under  the  old  rating. — Carried. 

The  meeting  adjourned  till  2.30  p.m. 


APTERNOotf  Session,  Thursday,  Ist  April,  1886. 

Met  at  2.30  p.m.,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  G.  F.  C.  Smith  (Liverpool  and  London  and   Globe),  president,  in  the  chair, 

Ebport  on  Section  E. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  chairman,  the  report  was  received. 
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37-  Companies  in  the  Manitoba  Board  (Item  No.  16),  not  under  the  control  of 
Montreal  or  Toronto  companies,  are  desirous  of  knowing  in  what  way  they  would 
have  a  voice  in  deciding  matters  in  relatioQ  to  their  territory  (Manitoba  and  the 
North-West). 

Your  committee  report  that  should  the  companies  aad  branches  of  companies 
doing  ba-^iness  in  Maaitoba  and  the  North-West  Territory,  decide  to  become  mem- 
bers of  this  association,  they  would  be  gladly  received,  and  would  point  out  for  their 
consideration  : 

(a.)  They  would  be  entitled  as  members  to  have  any  subject  they  wished  to  be 
considered  duly  placed  upon  the  agendas  of  the  association,  with  power  to  vote  there- 
on as  members,  and  would  be  entitled  to  representatiou,  either  personally  or  by  duly 
appointed  delegate  (who  must  be  a  principal  of  his  office),  at  said  meetings. 

(b.)  The  votes  of  the  members  of  the  association  on  matters  solely  relating  to 
Manitoba  and  the  North- West,  would  be  confined  to  the  representatives  ol  companies 
doing  business  there. 

(c.)  This  association  in  that  case  would  have  jurisdiction  over  the  action  of 
companies  cot  represented  in  Manitoba  and  the  North- West,  and  would  be  able  to  en- 
force respect  by  them  for  such  general  tariff  and  specific  applications  thereof,  as  the 
compauies  doing  business  in  these  localities  may  have  adopted. 

(rf.)  Also  that  this  association  could,  on  appeal  to  it  by  any  member,  act  on  any 
matter  of  difference  between  companies  transacting  business  at  these  points. — 
Carried, 

3S.  Re  Electric  Lighting. — (Item  No.  24.)  To  make  provision  for  speedy  inspec- 
tion of  electric  lighting. 

Tour  committee  recommend  that  this  matter  be  relegated  to  the  respective 
branches,  with  instructions  to  report  their  arrangements  not  later  than  the  IstMay, 
next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  the  report  as  above  was  adopted. 

Eeport  on  Section  D. 
Mr.  S.  C  Duncan-Clark,  chairman. 

39.  Revision  of  Rales  and  Rates, — (Items  No.  4  and  27  (d),  that  this  constitution 
be  altered  and  amended. 

Your  committee  recommend,  that  it  is  desirable  that  all  the  rules  and  decisions 
and  the  tariffs  be  revised  and  re-printed;  and  that  the  constitution,  as  amended  since 
26th  January,  1884,  up  to  and  inclusive  of  the  date  and  proceedings  of  the  present 
meeting,  be  printed,  and  that  the  president  be  requested  to  name  a  committee  lo 
compile  drafts  of  same  to  be  submitted  to  the  two  branches  before  1st  May,  next. — 
Carried. 

The  president  appointed  the  following  committee  on  the  above  : — In  Montreal : 
Liverpool  and  London  and  Globe,  Citizens,  Commercial  Union,  Fire  Insurance  Associ- 
ation, Queen,  Phcenix  (London).  In  Toronto:  iE.na,  City  of  London,  Lancashire, 
London  and  Lancashire,  Waterloo  and  Western. 

40.  Agents'  Agreement  re  Non- Tariff  Companies. — (Items  Nos.  12  and  37.)  The 
committee  have  received  the  secretary's  report  as  to  the  compliance  of  companies 
with  the  rule  re  agents  represeuting  non-tariff  companies,  aad  after  a  full  discussion 
of  the  whole  subject  embraced  in  the  rule  adopted  at  the  Ottawa  meeting  in  October 
last,  viz  :     Item  No.  45  in  minutes  of  that  meeting,  and  which  provides  : 

That  a  circular  be  printed  containing  all  instruction  and  rules  binding  on  agents  in 
force  at  the  conclusion  of  the  present  general  special  meeting,  and  that  to  this  circu- 
lar be  appended  the  following  agreement  which  companies  shall  require  to  be  signed 
by  each  agent  in  triplicate — one  copy  to  be  retained  by  said  head  office,  another  to 
be  forwarded  to  the  secretary  of  the  association,  and  by  him  placed  on  file,  the  trip- 
licate to  be  retained  by  the  agent  : — 
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AGREEMENT. 

To  the Ids.  Co. 

I  hereby  acknowledge  having  received  copies  of  tarifi'and  instructions  to  agents, 
and  undertake  to  adhere  to  the  rales  and  rules  of  the  Canadian  Fire  Underwriters' 
Association,  as  therein  set  forth,  and  as  may  be  hereinafter  communicated  to  me 
from  time  to  time.  And  I  further  agree  not  to  represent  any  non-tariff  office  nor  to 
place  a  risk  in  any  company  not  a  member  of  the  said  association,  either  with  or 
without  consideration,  directly  or  indirectly,  except  in  instances  when  all  companies 
shall  be  full,  or  shall  not  be  open  for  the  insurance,  and  then  only  in  strict  confor- 
mity with  tariff  rules  and  regulations. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  6  to  4,  two  members  of  com- 
mittee not  voting. 

That  the  rule  requiring  agents  to  sign  agreements  not  to  represent  non-tariff 
offi'ies  be  rescinded. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Magurn,  seconded  by  Mr.  McD.  Paterson, 

That  the  present  rule,  re  non-tariff  companies,  be  maintained ;  hut  that  the 
actual  enforcement  of  it  in  special  cases  be  referred  to  a  joint  committee,  consisting 
of  the  officers  in  the  respective  branches,  with  full  power  to  vary  said  rule  and 
decide  upon  each  case,  said  committee  being  required  to  make  a  full  report  at  the 
next  annual  meeting. 

After  the  subject  was  discussed  at  some  length,  the  amendment  on  being  put 
was  lost,  whereupon  a  demand  was  made  for  a  vote  on  the  amendment  by  companies, 
which  resulted  as  follows : — For  the  amendment :  British  America,  Citizens,  Fire 
Insurance  Association,  Glasgow  and  London,  Guardian,  London  Assurance,  Phceaix 
of  London  and  Quebec,  8 ;  against  the  amendment:  iBtna,  Lancashire,  Liverpool 
and  London  and  Globe,  National,  North  British  and  Mercantile,  Phenix  of  Brooklyn, 
Queen,  Queen  City,  Royal,  Scottish  Union,  Waterloo,  Mercantile  and  Agricultural  of 
Watertown,  13. 

The  original  resolution  as  in  the  report  was  then  put  and  carried. 

44.  Montreal  sub-agents  of  Toronto  Offices. — (Item  No.  34.)  That  in  revising  the 
mles  of  the  association,  the  Committee  be  instructed  to  formulate  a  rule  to  be 
embodied  in  the  constitution,  defining  clearly  the  power  of  the  Montreal  branch, 
under  existing  resolutions,  to  deal  with  matters  pertaining  solely  to  the  business  of 
Montreal  and  suburbs. 

The  committee  recommended  that  the  resolution  introduced  in  the  Toronto  com- 
mittee, 10th  June,  1884,  amended  by  the  Montreal  committee,  18th  June,  1884,  and 
confirmed  by  the  Toronto  committee,  8th  July,  1884,  be  incorporated  in  the  consti- 
tution, substituting  the  word  "  branch,"  for  "  committee,"  and  which  resolution  reads 
as  follows :  "  Resolved,  that  local  representatives  in  Montreal,  of  companies  having 
their  head  offices  in  Toronto,  shall  be  empowered  to  fully  represent  their  head  offices 
in  the  Montreal  commitiee,  their  action  to  bind  their  respective  companies  on  all 
questions  solely  affecting  Montreal  city  (and  suburbs)  business,  and  election  of 
brokers,  there  being  no  local  board  in  Montreal,  and  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  having 
such  questions  referred  to  the  Toronto  committee. — Carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  D.  Clark,  the  report  was  adopted  as  above, 

45.  Hamilton  Board. — The  secretary  drew  attention  to  the  paragraph  in  the 
minutes  of  the  Hamilton  board,  of  22pd  March  last,  referring  to  the  position  of  the 
Agricultural  and  Quebec  Insurance  Companies,  whereupon  the  president  laid  down 
the  principle,  that  a  company  having  joined  this  association  was  bound  by  all  the 
tariffs  (local  or  otherwise)  and  rules  in  force  in  places  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Canadian  Fire  Underwriters'  Association,  and  that  no  company  had  any  right  to  act 
independently  in  the  premises,  at  the  same  time  no  local  board  in  such  places  could 
adopt  rules  without  their  being  first  approved  by  the  association. 

46.  Dr.  Stevens,  on  behalf  of  the  Agricaltural  of  Watertown,  declared  that  so 
soon  as  that  company  understood  its  position  it  would  loyally  abide  by  the  rules. 

The  meeting  adjourned  to  meet  at  10  a.m.  to-morrow. 
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Morning  Session,  FurDAT,  2nd  April,  1886. 

Met  at  10  a.m.,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Mr.  G.  F.  C.  Smith  (Liverpool  and  Lon- 
don and  Globe),  president,  in  the  chair. 

Eeport  on  Sectbdn  B. 

48.  Mr.  Magnrn,  chairman,  read  the  report  and  moved  that  it  be  received.  The 
report  was  then  considered  clause  by  clause. 

49.  Rating  of  all  liisks  not  now  subject  to  the  Tariff. — (Item  No.  T.)  That  farm 
property  and  dwellings  generally  be  rated.  Likewise  churches,  schoolhouses  and  all 
other  exempted  property  be  included  in  the  general  tariff. 

Your  committee  beg  to  submit  the  following  report : — 

(a.)  That  dwellings,  barns,  graperies,  greenhouses,  private  stables  and  their  oon- 

1st.       2Bd.      3rd.        4th. 

fin  Class  A 65        .75        .90         1.00 

„  ,       J  In  Class  B 70        .80        .90         1.00 

rf  year  rates   ^  j^  (^j^g^  (^ ^g         _g5         ^^         ^^^ 

(d,  BandF 75        .85         .90         1.00 

Moved  in  amendment  by  Mr.  Magurn,  seconded  by  Mr.  Lockie, 
That  the  above  clause  of  the  committee's  report   be  not  adopted,  but  that  the 
risks  therein  named  continue  as  heretoiore,  unrated. 

The  vote,  by  request,  was  taken  by  companies,  resulting  as  follows  : — 
For  the  amendment,  11.  Against,  12.-  The  amendment  was  lost. 
It  having  been  remarked  during  the  discussion  on  this  question  that  it  would 
be  arbituary  to  force  on  objecting  companies,  by  a  bare  majority,  a  change  of  so 
great  importance  as  the  rating  of  risks  previously  specially  exempted  from  the 
operation  of  the  tariff;  the  president  said  tha^t  ifr  was  his  duty  to  poi»t  out  that  the 
class  of  risks  referred  to  being  exempted  by  rule  2  of  the  constitution,  it  would  there- 
lore  require  by  article  14,  a  two-thirds  vote  to  rate  such  risks  in  the  tariff. 

It  was  again  moved  in  amejadment  by  Mr.  Tatley,  seconded  by  Dr.  Stevens, 
That  the  proposition  to  rate  farm  property  be  abandoned,  but  that  dwellings  and 
their  outbuildings  be  rated  a«  in  the  report  in  places  classified  A,  B,  C  and  D  in  the 
Provinces  of  Ontario  and  Quebec. 

It  was  moved  in  amendment  to  the  amendment  by  Mr.  Taylor,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Magurn, 

That  in  consideration  of  statements  so  generally  made,  that  the  rate  heretofore 
held  to  bo  guiding  rates  for  farm  buildings  and  dwellings  have  been  so  satisfactorily 
upheld,  and  several  members  having  joined  the  association  on  the  understanding  that 
these  risks  should  not  be  put  ^  the  tariff,  it  is  not  expedient  to  do  so  at  present,  and 
therefore  that  the  question  be  postponed  until  the  next  annual  meeting. 
The  amendment  to  the  am&ndment  was  put  and  lost. 

The  first  amendment  (Mr.  Tatley's)  was  then  voted  on  by  companies  as  follows: 
For  the  amendment,  16.     Against,  6.     The  amendment  was  declared  carried. 

50.  Moved  by  Mr.  Hart,  seconded  by  Mr.  Magurn, 

That  Mr.  Graham,  for  the  Queen,  and  Mr.  Armstrong,  for  the  Guardian,  be 
accepted  as  representatives  for  their  respective  companies  at  this  meeting,  in  accor- 
dance with  the  request  of  their  principals. 

The  meeting  adjourned  tUl  2  p.m. 


Apteenoon  Session,  Friday,  2nd  April,  1886. 

Mot  at  2  p.m.,  Mr.  G.  F.  C.  Smith  (Liverpool  and  London  and  Globe),  president, 
in  the  chair. 

Messrs.  Wood,  Evans,  Dr.  Stephens,  Flynn,  Wickeas,  Hart,  Magurn,  EintonI, 
Lacy,  Heaton,  Browne,  Armstrong,  Henderson,  Duncan-Clark,  Foster,  Mercantile, 
Scott,  Taylor,  Camp,  Pyke,  Graham,  Tatley,  Kavanagh  and  Boomer. 


INSURANCE.  S11 


The  minutes  of  the  morning  session  were  read  and  confirmed. 

51.  Mescinding  of  Rale  re  non-tariff  Go7npanies. — Mr.  Magurn  at  this  stage  of  the 
proceedings  asked  whether  the  action  resoindiBg  this  rule  was  in  order,  as  it  required 
a  two-thirds  vote  to  make  any  change  in  the  constitution  or  rules.  The  vote  taken 
by  companies  yesterday  afteruoon  oq  his  amendment  to  this  item  of  the  committee's 
report  did  not  show  the  majority  ;  and  he  contended  that  the  necessary  majority  wsis 
not  obuioed  on  the  main  motion. 

The  chairman  pointed  out  that  there  was  no  record  of  a  vote  by  companies 
having  been  taken  on  the  main  motion,  besides  which  the  report  of  the  committee  aa 
a  whole  had  been  passed  without  objection  ;  and  again,  the  minutes  had  that  morning 
been  read  and  confirmed,  and  he  must  therefore  decide  that  the  rule  had  been, 
rescinded  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  constitution, 

Eeport  on  Section  B. — Resumed. 

52.  Academies,  churches,  day-sohools,  collega?,  banks,  insurance  offices,  court 
houses,  charitable  institutions,  drill  pfaeds  (,not  used  for  other  purposes),  hospitals, 
'houses  of  refuge,  nunneries  and  their  contents : — 

1st.   2nd.    3rd.    4th. 

fInaassA 70     .80       .90     1.00 

3  year  rates     |  j^  ^^^^^^  g_  ^^  -^^  ^  ^„j  p      ,5     ^^g     ^  qO     \..Lb 

(c^  Masonic  halls,  Oddfellows'  halls,  temperance  halls,  town  halls,  when  used 
^a8  municipal  offibes  only  and  their  contents : — 

Ist.      2Dd.    3rd.     4th. 

fin  Class  A 75       .85     1.00     1.25 

3  year  rates     1 1^  Classes  B,  C,  D,  E  and  F  l.OO     1.10     1.25     1.50 
The  above  on  recommendation  of  eommittee  were  referred  to  the  joint  committees. 
(d  )  Jails,  reformatories,  penitentiaries,  lunatic  asylums  and  their  conlen*8: — 
^    ^  Ist.  -ArxA.         Hrd.         4th. 

3  year  ratep  in  all  cksses 1.50         1.75         2.00        2.50 

Sub-section  (d)  carried.  ,    .  , 

All  the  foregoing  rates  of  course  are  for  detached  andi-olated  risks,  and  no  mer- 
cantile or  manufacturing  occupation  shall  be  permitte  I  therein. 

53.  Rate  on  valuable  Prize  Cart^e.— (Item  No.  8.)  "  To_  consider  the  rates  obl 
farms  or  establishments  haviog  extra  valuable  or  prizo  cattle." 

Tour  committee  recommend  that  insurance  on  prize  and  thoroughbred  cattle  be 
not  accepted  at  farm  rates,  but  that  they  be  specifically  lated  when  farther  informa- 
tion shall  have  been  obtained  by  a  committee  to  be  named  by  the  president,  to  report 
at  next  semi-annual  meeting  to  their  respective  branches.— Carried. 

The  president  appointed  the  following  committee  :— Montreal :  Liverpool  and 
London  and  Globe,  Glasgow  and  London,  Imperial  and  Euyal ;  Toronto :  Agricul- 
tural, City  of  London,  Mercantile  and  Waterloo.  „^     m 

54.  Vmform  Form  of  Application  for  Farm  Property.— (llem  No.  17.)  Ta  consider 
the  proposition  made  by  the  A.grioultural  of  Waterlown,  as  to  a  uniform  form  ot 
farm  application.  i-     *■ 

Tour  committee  recommends  the  adoption  of  a  uniform  form  of  farm  application, 
including  the  introduction  of  the  two-thirds  value  clause  on  buiiaings  and  the  con- 
tents when  belonging  to  tenant-farmers,  and  farther,  that  the  subject  be  referred, 
to  a  joint  committee  of  the  branches,  to  report  thereon  by  next  semi-annual  meeting 
the  same  to  be  named  by  the  president.— Carried.  a  t     a^„ 

The  following  were  appointed  accordingly  :-Montreal :    Glasgow  and  Londoa 
Imperial,  Liverpool  and  London  and  Globe,  Eoyal ;  Toronto:  Agricultural,  City  of 
London,  Mercantile  and  Waterloo.  i,-,      ^a^     mu      a   ■     u-i-*-„«# 

55.  Dwellings  and  Public  Boarding  Houses. -  (Item  ^o  .19  )  The  advisability  of 
including  dwellings,  and  the  deletion  of  pabhc   boarding  houses  from  the  tarifi  as 

""'' D^wdfings  having  been  previously  dealt  with,  and  boarding  houses  having  been 
dealt  with  by  the  general  meeting,  disposes  of  this  item. 
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56.  Cattle  Sheds.  While  not  referred  to  the  committee,  they  would  recommend 
that  the  rating  in  the  tariff  on  this  risk  be  supplemented  by  rating  cattle  sheds  when 
nearer  than  80  feet  to  a  distillery,  the  same  as  the  distillery. 

G.  F.  C.  SMITH,  President. 


EGBERT  McLEAN,    )  „       ,     . 
ALF.  W.  BADliILL,  j  '^^^^^^'^ries. 


B. 


EXTRACTS  PROM  THE  BOARD  MINUTES  OF  THE  MILLERS'  AND  MANII- 
FACTDRER3'  INSDRANOE  COMPANY,  OF  14th  APRIL,   1886. 

"  Tho  following  letter  from  the  Canadian  Fire  Underwriters'  Association  wasreadi 

"  '  Toronto,  1th  April,  1886. 

"  '  Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  your  notice  of  withdrawal  of  the  Millers'  and 
Manufacturers'  Insurance  Company  from  the  associiition.  I  beg  to  refer  you  to 
article  1 1  of  the  constitution  that  such  withdrawal  shall  not  take  effect  for  a  period 
of  three  monih-j  from  the  date  of  such  notice.  You  will  kindly  send  me  the  com- 
pany's chequa  for  $25.00,  being  the  proportion  of  your  company  towards  the  ex- 
penses of  the  as-ociation,  and  which  by  article  10  of  the  constitution,  "  all  dues  to 
the  end  of  the  current  year,"  must  be  paid. 

"  '  I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  truly, 

"  '  ROBERT  Mo  LB  AN,  Secretary. 

'"Secretary  Millers'  and  Manufactarera'  Insurance  Company,  Toronto.' 

*'  The  following  statement  from  Mr.  Rowland  regarding  the  above  was  read  and 
approved: — 

"  '  Referring  to  tho  letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Underwriters,  dated 
7th  April,  1  will  state  as  a  matter  of  record,  that  at  the  interview  with  the  Canadian 
Fire  Underwriters'  Association  in  December  last,  it  was  stated  that  the  schedule 
rating  then  in  progress  would  materially  reduce  the  rates  on  mills  and  other  special 
hazards,  and  the  safety  of  any  company  underwriting  on  a  lower  cash  basis  thaii> 
schedule  rates  after  they  came  into  force,  was  questioned. 

"  It  was  on  th-8  understanding  I  urged  joinirg  the  association,  the  schedule 
rating  as  promulgated  I  now  find  to  be  the  reverse  of  what  I  was  led  to  believe  it 
would  be,  in  place  of  materially  reducing  the  then  exacted  rates  on  mills  it  makes  a 
material  advance  on  them,  in  some  cases  upwards  of  twenty-five  per  cent.  I  there- 
fore in  view  of  all  the  circumstances  can  see  no  reason  why  the  withdrawal  should 
not  take  effect  from  the  date  of  the  notice  of  wi;thdrawal  sent  to  the  association,  viz, 
6th  April. 

W.  H.  HOWLAND,  Vice-President:" 


F. 
TORONTO  BOARD  OF  FIRE  UNDERWRITERS. 

Agenda,  Annual  Meeting  at  Board  Room,  Toronto,  at  \\  a.m.,  19<A  January,   1887. 

1 .  Commission  to  Special  Agents. — That  no  special  agent  shall  be  allowed  to 
receive  commission  except  on  business  placed  in  the  company  for  which  he  is  a 
registered  special  agent.     (By  B.  P.  Pearson.     7-10-86.) 

2.  Schedule  Rating. — That  this  board  adopt  the  rules  adopted  by  C.  F.  U.  A. 
at  their  semi-annual  meeting,  on  14th  Oct.,  applying  to  special  risks  and  numbered 
in  minutes  of  each  meeting  as  items  Nos.  93  and  94.     ^Ey  J.  B.  Reed.    28-10-86.) 
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3.  Workmen's  Permits. — That  all  applications  involving  any  question  as  to  the 
propriety  of  granting  workmen's  permit  in  certain  cases  where  a  doubt  exists,  freo 
of  any  charge,  be  in  future  required  to  be  referred  to  the  secretary  lor  decision,  such 
decision  to  be  recorded  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  the  purpose  at  the  office  of  the 
association.     (By  E.  N.  Gooch,     4  11-86.) 

4.  Carpenters'  Bisk  on  Specials. — The  question  as  to  whether  carpenters'  risks 
should  be  charged  on  specials  when  shut  down  for  repairs,  when  the  rate  paid  is 
higher  than  carpenters'  risk,  was  referred  to  the  annual  meeting.     (11-11-86.) 

5.  Protective  Police  and  Fire  Patrol  Co. — Toronto,  Nov.  11th,  1886. — The  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  Protective  Police  Fire  Patrol  Co., 
drawing  the  attention  of  tlie  board  to  the  aid  which  the  organization  will  afford 
against  incipient  fires,  thus  avoiding  serious  losses,  beg  to  report  that  inasmuch  as^ 
the  company  has  the  approval  of  the  municipal  authorities  and  aid  of  the  city  police 
force,  thus  ensuring  their  services  being  of  great  value,  would  recommend  that  the 
charge  in  special  and  schedule  rated  risks  of  26c.  for  want  of  watchman  and  watch- 
clock  be  allowed,  and  that  such  risks  so  protected  be  registered  with  the  secretary 
for  reference.     Respectfully  submitted,  W.  Henderson,  Chairman.     (2511-86.) 

6.  Grain  Business. — That  companies  may  be  at  liberty  to  give  grain  merchants 
■what  commission  they  like  on  grain  business  only.    (By  0.  E.  Maddison.     (9-12-86.) 

7.  Special  Agents'  Eules  and  Regulations. — Mr.  Gooch  gave  notice  that  at  the 
approaching  general  meeting  he  would  move  the  re-consideration  of  all  rules  and 
regulations  affecting  special  agents  and  canvassers;  also  that  the  employment  of 
such  special  agents  be  prohibited,  and  only  salaried  oflacers  employed,  who,  how- 
ever, may  also  receive  commission. 

8.  Amendment  to  Constitution  and  Rules.— To  amend  the  constitution  and  rules, 
■with  a  view  to  prevent  irregular  practices  in  the  allowing  of  rebates  or  paying  com- 
mission to  the  assured  or  any  of  his  employees,  and  to  provide  better  taoilities  for 
detecting  violations,  by  statutory  declaration  or  olherwiae,  and  for  penalties  for  all 
infractions  of  tariff.     (By  J.  B.  Eeed.) 

9.  Endorsement  Fees.— To  reconsider  the  charge  for  endorsement  fee.  (By  J. 
B.  Eeed.) 

10.  Agents  representing  Non-Tariff  Companies.— Th&t  hereafter  no  office  or  persoa 
holding  official  connection  with  a  non-tariff  office,  or  acting  as  agent  or  eub-agent 
for  a  non-tariff  office,  shall  be  eligible  to  represent  or  act  for  a  tariff  c  ffioe,  whether 
as  general  agent,  sub-agent,  or  in  any  other  capacity  whatever.  (By  J.  B.  Eeed.> 
See  minutes  of  meeting,  3rd  February,  1887,  section  iJ3. 

11.  Flection  of  Officers. 

12.  Other  business  can  be  introduced  with  the  consent  of  the  meeting,  provided 

notice  be  given  at  a  previous  session .  ,    „      . , 

6  i-  ^^  HBNDERSOX,  President. 

EOBEET  McLEAN,  Secretary. 


TOEONTO  BOAED  OF  FIRE  UNDERWRITERS. 

Extracts  from  Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting. 
Companies  represented :—Wm.  Henderson  (Hartford)  President;  ^tna,  British 
America,  Caledonian,  Citizens,  City  of  London  Commercial  Onion  Connecticut, , 
Fire  Insurance  Association,  Glasgow  and  London,  Guardian  Hartford,  Imperial, 
Lancashire  Liverpool  and  London  and  Globe,  London  and  Lancashire,  London 
Assurance,  Mercantile,  Waterloo,  National  of  Ireland,  North_British  and  Mercantile, 
Northern  Norwich  Union,  PhcBnix  of  London,  Queen,  ±toyal,  Rjyai  Cauadian, 
Scottish  Union,  Western.     Phenix  of  Brooklyn,  Queen  City,  not  represented. 

The  minutes  of  last  annual  meeting  were  taken  as  read.       ,     „^    .      .         ,, 
1    Adjoumment-In  consequence  of  the  delay  in  the   arrival  of  trains  from  the 
east,  on  motion  the  meeting  was  adjourned  till  2.30  p.m. 
3—43 
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Morning  Session,  Toronto,  20th  January,  1887. 

Met  pursuant  to  adjournment  at  10  a.  m  ,  Wm.  Henderson,  (Hartford)  president. 

The  Minutes  of  the  afternoon  session  of  the  19th  inst.  were  read  and  confirmed. 

3.  Commission  to  Agents— (Ho.  1  io  Agenda)— Mr.  Pearson   spoke  in  favor  of  his 

motion,  but  on  iia  being  p,-)iDted  out  that  the  matter  would  be  dealt  with  under  Noa. 

7  and  8  in  the  agenda,  he  agreed  to  defer  his  motion  for  the  present. 

A  member  present  raised  the  question  as  to  what  rules,  if  any,  were  now  in 
force  in  the  Toronto  Board  in  regard  to  special  agents — and  whether  or  not  these 
rules  had  been  maintained  darirg  the  past  year. 

The  president  in  reply  said  that  the  rules  passed  at  the  last  annual  meeting  in 
regard  to  special  agents  were  in  force,  but  action  was  delayed  at  the  request  of  a 
member  to  enable  him  to  hear  from  his  head  office  in  reference  to  the  matter. 

A  special  general  meeting  in  reference  to  this  matter  was  held  on  the  13th  and 
14th  May — which  was  adjourned  to  27th  May — and  then  further  adjourned  to  meet 
at  the  call  of  the  president. 

Before  that  meeting  was  called,  a  deputation  consisting  of  Messrs.  Goocb, 
Duncan,  Clark  and  Reed  went  to  Montreal  to  consult  with  the  head  offices  there  in 
reference  to  the  subjects  dealt  with  at  these  special  meetings  of  the  board. 

The  president  called  a  special  meeting  on  the  15th  Jane,  at  which  a  report  from 
the  committee  that  visited  Montreal  was  considered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gooch,  seconded  by  Mr.  Magurn,  the  report  was  received ; 
and  on  motion  of  the  same  gentlemen,  the  meeting  was  adjourned  to  meet  on  the 
24th  June  for  the  "  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  and  other  matteri 
on  the  agenda.  At  the  afternoon  session  of  that  day,  tbe  whole  question  of  rules 
and  regulations  re  agents  was  taken  up;  and  the  rules  adopted  at  the  annual  meeting 
in  January,  IbSfi,  wore  considered  clause  by  clause,  and  amended  as  per  minutes  of 
that  date.  At  this  meeting,  Messrs.  Brown,  of  the  Glasgow  and  London  ;  G,  F.  0. 
Smith,  of  the  Liverpool  and  London  and  Globe  ;  and  Thos.  Davidson,  of  the  Worth 
British  and  Mercantile,  from  Montreal,  were  present. 

On  the  26th  June,  at  the  request  of  Messrs.  Smith  and  Davidson,  a  meeting  was 
held  ofthe  Toionto  chief  representatives  of  companies  to  confer  with  them  upon 
the  subject  of  the  Toronto  Board.  The  proceedings  of  all  these  meetings  will  be 
found  in  the  printed  minutes  ofthe  dates  named. 

4  Special  Agents— (Nos.  1  and  7  on  agenda) — Moved  by  Mr.  Gooch,  seconded 
by  Mr.  T.  E.  Wood, 

That  in  view  of  the  injurious  consequences  to  fire  insurance  interest,  and  the 
serious  tax  upon  the  commission  of  regular  agents,  resulting  from  the  pernicious 
system  of  special  agents,  a  vote  by  companies  of  the  members  of  this  board  be  taken 
as  an  expression  of  opinion,  declaring  it  desirable  that  the  employment  of  all  special 
agents  in  the  city  of  Toronto  be  discontinued. —Carried. 

The  vote  by  companies  being  called  for,  resulted  as  follows:  Yeas— ^tna, 
British  America,  Caledonian,  Citizens,  City  of  London,  Commercial  Union,  Connecti- 
cut, Fire  Insurance  Association,  Glasgow  and  London,  Guardian,  Hartford,  Imperial, 
Lancashire,  Liverpool  and  London  and  Globe,  London  Assurance,  Mercantile, 
National  of  Ireland,  North  British  and  Mercantile,  Northern,  Norwich  Union, 
Queen,  Eoyal  Canadian,  Scottish  Union  and  National,  Waterloo  and  Western — 25. 
liays — Eoyal — 1,  London  and  Lancashire,  Phenix  of  Brooklyn  and  Queen  City 
were  not  present  and  the  Phcenix  ol  London  declined  to  vote. 
Moved  by  Mr.  J,  Maughan,  seconded  by  Mr.  S.  F.  Magurn, 
That  this  board  adopt  the  rules  and  regulations  as  pasEed  by  the  companies  in 
Montreal,  regulating  special  agents  in  that  city. — Lost. 

Ite  schedule  rating  (No.  2  on  Agenda),  moved  by  Mr.  Raed,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Davidson, 

That  where,  by  reason  of  the  construction,  or  by  some  special  feature  of  the 
risk,  a  strict  application  of  the  schedule  extras  would  inflict  a  manifest  injustice, 
the  faecrotary  shall  have  power— subject  to  confirmation   by   the    board — to  modify 
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the  extras  in  the  schedule  with  regard  to  such   special  risks.     And  further,  whereas 
the  strict  application  of  the  extra  required  by  the  schedule  rating  for  boiler,  causes, 
in  many  Instances,  an  injustice  to  the  assured,  where  the   boiler  is   used  for  heating 
only,  and   similarly  as  regards  iron  smoke  stacks  on  buildings  which  do  not  eadanger 
the  factory  proper,  it  shall  be  at  the  disoreiion  of  the  secretary  to   modify  or  abolish 
altogether  the  extras  in  question,  if  circumstances  wairrant  such  action. — Carried. 
5.  Competition  with  Mutuals  for  Standard  Risks. — (No.  2  on  agenda). 
That  when  a  manufacturing  risk  has  been  so  constructed  or   improved  as  to  be 
rendered  eligible  for  acceptance  by  the  New  England  mutual  insurance  companies, 
such  risks  may,  upon  application,  be  exempted  from  the  operation  of  any  tariff,  and 
shall  then  be  specially  rated  by  the  board,   according   to  the   circumstances  of  each 
case,  but  sucb   specially  rated   risks  shall  be   icspected  at  least   twice  a  year  as  a 
guarantee  that  the  standard   for    which   the   special   rating   was   granted   is   being 
maintained,  the  expenses  of  such  inspection  to  be  borne  by  the  companies  interested 
in  the  risk. — Carried. 

6.  Special  Agents  and  Amendments  to  Constitution — (Nos.  1,  7  and  8  on  agenda). 

On  motion  ilessrs.  J.  J.  Kenny,  Gr.  F.  0-  Smith,  !S.  0.  Duncan-Clarke,  E.  N. 

Gooch  and  J.  B.  Eeed  were  appointed  a  committeo  to  consider  the   whole  question 

of  special   agents  and  amendments  to    constitution    and  report   thereon    during  the 

afternoon  session . 

The  meeting  then  adjjumed  until  3  p.m. 


MoKNiNG  Session,  Toronto,  21st  January,  1887. 

Met  at  10  a.m.,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Wm.  Henderson  (Hartford),  president. 

9.  Beport  of  Committee  re  Special  Agents  (Nos.  land?  on  Agenda)— The  con- 
sideration of  this  report  was  resumed,  beginning  at  section  jr.  To  this  section  the 
following  amendment  was  made: 

Moved  by  Mr.  Kirkpatrick,  seconded  by  Mr.  Maughan, 

That  there  bo  no  deposit  whatever  from  companies. 

The  vote  on  this  amendment  by  ci&mpaniee  wis  as  follows : 

Yeas:— British  American,  Commercial  Union,  Glasgow  &  tondon,  London  As- 
surance, National  of  Ireland,  Northern,  Queea,  Eoyal— 8. 

Nats  —Caledonian,  Citizens,  Connecticut,  Guardian,  Hartford,  Jjancashire,  Liver- 
pool and  London  and  Globe,  North  British  and  Mercantile,  Western— 9.  _   _ 

Amendment  was  lost,  and  section  g  as  in  report,  was  carried.  The  remaining 
sections,  h,  i.  j,  k,  I,  m,  n  and  o  were,  with  slight  amendments,  adopted. 

10.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Kenny,  the  repoit  of  the  committee,  as  amended,  was 
adopted,  as  follows  :  ^     i    ^ 

1.  That  as  the  abrupt  termination  of  the  present  arrangements  between  com- 
panies and  special  agents  may  entail  inoonvoaience  upon  some  members,  it  is  desir- 
able, until  the  adoption  of  a  rule  abolishing  special  agenta,  at  once  to  define  and  im- 
prove the  rules  governing  this  board  as  regards  special  agents.  ,   ,         j 

2.  That  all  existing  rules  referring  to  city  and  special  agents  be  repealed,  and. 
the  following  substituted  therefor,  and  declared  to  be  the  rules  of  this  board,  and 
binding  on  and  after  let  March,  next :  .    ,.   .j     ,  r-  ^        „„„^:„„ 

fa )  A  Toronto  agent  is  defined  to  mean  individuals  or  firm,  not  exceeding 
three  persons  in  number,  duly  authorized  by  a  head  office  located  elsewhere  to  re- 
present a  company  or  companies,  members  of  the  board,  in  the  city  of  Toronto  to 
which  he  or  they  are  directly  appointed,  and  who  shall  register,  as  thereinafter  pro- 
vided. It  being  understood  that  such  Toronto  agents  are  not  prohibited  from  fol- 
lowing other  occupations  in  addition.       ,„,.,.      m        (.„  „uc,ii  kawA  thn 

(!.)  Each  company  having  its   head  office  located  in   Toronto  shall  have  the 

privilege  to  appoint  a  firm  or  individuals  as  city  agent  or  agents  not  exceeding  three 

nersons  in  number  who  shall  be  directly   attached  to  such  company,  and  who  shall 

FeSsterashreLaCp^^^^^^  «'^°^  "^^7  ^^'^'^  ^^«  ""'' 
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prohibited  from  following  othef  occupations  in  addition,  nor  from  representing  more 
than  one  company. 

Special  agents  may  be  appointed,  as  hereinafter  provided  : 

(c)  Only  persons  who  are  bona  fide  engag  id  in  the  occupation  of  soliciting  or  can- 
vassing for  fire  insurance  business,  or  fire  and  life  insurance  business,  and  whose  chief 
occupation  this  is,  shall  be  eligible  as  special  agents,  except  that  persons  who  are  really 
and  hona  fide  real  estate  or  house  and  land  agents,  and  have  an  office  and  definite 
place  of  business  for  that  purpose  shall  be  eligible  as  special  agents. 

(d)  Any  person  desiring  to  act  as  a  special  agent  for  any  fire  insurance  com- 
pany in  Toronto  or  Parkdale,  and  to  carry  on  such  business  with  any  company,  a 
member  of  this  board,  shall  make  application  in  writing  to  the  secretary  to  be  re- 
gistered for  such  purpose,  and  stating  his  willingness  to  comply  with  the  rules  and 
regulations  as  to  special  agents,  which  application  shall  be  submitted  to  a  regular 
meeting  of  the  board,  and  at  the  next  subsequent  regular  meeting  it  shall  be  granted 
except  the  eligibility  of  the  applicant  is  questioned  by  any  member  of  the  board 
■when  the  matter  shall  be  deferred  to  the  next  regular  meeting,  and  shall  then  be 
decided  by  the  vote  of  the  members  present,  the  vote  to  be  taken  by  ballot  (a  ma- 
jority electing  and  a  two-thirds  vote  rejecting),  and  such  rejection  shall  be  conclu- 
sive and  prevent  any  re-nomination  for  six  months  after  date  of  such  rejection.  All 
Bpecial  agents  must  be  re-elected  annually  at  ihe  last  regular  meeting  in  February, 
and  after  the  regular  one  week's  notice  shall  have  been  given. 

(e.)  No  commission  shall  be  paid  directly  or  indirectly  to  anyone  not  a  member 
of  this  board,  unless  as  provided  for  in  this  section  and  in  sections  4  and  5  of  the 
rules.  No  special  agent  shall  act  for  more  than  one  company.  To  such  special 
agents  a  commission  may  be  paid  only  by  the  company  whose  special  agent  he  is. 

(/■.)  Upon  the  application  being  granted  by  the  board,  the  applicant  shall  sign, 
in  a  book  kept  by  the  secretary  for  that  purpose,  an  agreement  to  observe  the  follow- 
thg  rules : — 

1.  That  he  is  hona  fide  engaged,  or  to  be  engaged,  in  soliciting  fire  risks  for  the 
company  he  represents,  or  seeks  to  represent,  and  that  he  will  not  receive  nor  parti- 
cipate in  commission  on  the  business  of  any  mercantile  or  manufacturing  establish- 
ment in  which  he  is  or  may  be  engaged  as  pnncipal  or  employee. 

2.  That  he  will  not  directly  or  indirectly  permit  the  assured  or  any  employee 
thereof,  or  any  other  person,  to  participate  in  his  commission. 

3.  That  he«will  not  directly  or  indirectly  give  nor  offer  business,  either  new  or 
renewal,  to  any  company  except  the  one  whose  registered  special  agent  he  is. 

4.  That  he  will  strictly  conform  to  all  rules,  regulations  and  rates  of  the  board, 
and  in  no  way  whatsoever  seek  to  evade  or  connive  at  any  evasion  of  the  same. 

5.  Tbat  he  will  forthwith  answer  as  required  any  and  all  questions  which  may 
be  put  to  him  by  the  secretary,  with  regard  to  the  placing  or  renewing  of  risks. 

6.  That  in  event  of  his  company  cancelling  a  risk  upon  which  he  shall  have 
received  a  commission,  he  will  return  the  commission  upon  the  unearned  premiumt 

7.  That  penalties  for  the  infringement  of  any  of  the  foregoing  rules,  or  non- 
payment of  a  premium  doe  a  company  after  it  has  been  received  from  the  assured, 
or  other  dishonorable  conduct,  shall  be  a  fine,  as  fixed  by  the  board,  for  the  payment 
of  which,  or  his  dismissal,  the  company  whose  registered  agent  he  is  shall  be  re- 
sponsible ;  and  in  the  event  of  his  dismissal  by  his  company  for  the  non-payment  of 
such  fine,  he  shall  be  ineligible  for  re-appointment  for  one  year  from  date  of  dis- 
qualification. 

The  secretary  shall  then  issue  to  the  applicant,  upon  his  payment  of  the  fee  as 
required  by  the  next  subsequent  section,  a  certificate  permitting  him  to  transact 
business  as  a  special  agent  in  the  city  of  Toronto  and  Parkdale  for  such  company. 

ig.)  Every  person  taking  out  a  certificate  as  a  special  agent  shall  pay  to  this 
board  an  annual  fee,  which  shall  be  in  the  case  of  those  confining  their  business 
strictly  to  that  of  fire  insurance  only,  $25,  and  to  all  others,  $50.  The  commission 
payable  to  parties  coming  under  the  2nd  class  and  who  do  not  confine  their  business 
strictly  to  fire  insurance  shall  in  no  case  exceed  ten  per  cent. 
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(h  )  Certificates  shall  require  to  be  renewed  and  fees  to  be  paid  on  the  Ist  of 
March  in  each  year.  For  certificates  granted  to  new  applicants  subsequent  to  the 
1st  March,  the  annual  fee  shall  be  chargeable  pro  rata  for  the  unexpired  portion  of 
the  year,  but  the  amount  shall  be  not  less  than  one-fourth  of  the  annual  fee. 

(i.)  That  a  special  agent  shall  not  be  allowed  to  act  as  a  broker,  or  to  receive  a 
commission  from  another  agent,  or  from  any  company  except  the  one  whose  special 
agent  he  is;  and  no  special  agent  shall  be  allowed  to  receive  commission  or  any- 
other  consideration  on  any  business  except  that  which  is  placed  in  the  company  for 
which  ho  is  registered  special  agent. 

(7.)  Any  charge  of  infraction  of  rules  or  regulations  preferred  against  a  special 
agent  shall  be  dealt  with  in  the  same  manner  as  provided  for  in  rules  'Sos.  20  and 
21,  as  amended,  for  Toronto  or  city  agents,  and  to  be  subject  to  the  same  penalty. 

(^.)  The  non-payment  of  a  premium  due  a  company  by  a  special  agent,  after 
he  has  received  the  same  from  the  assured,  shall  be  held  to  be  a  violation  of  the  con- 
dition upon  which  his  certificate  was  issued,  and  shall  be  dealt  with  accordingly,  as 
recited  in  the  next  preceding  seolion. 

(I  )  Any  company  paying  a  commission  or  other  consideration  to  any  party  not 
qualified  to  receive  the  same,  shall  be  required  to  cancel  the  risk  upon  which  it  was 
paid,  and  such  company  shall  not  be  permitted  to  accept  a  line  on  the  risk  referred 
to  for  one  month  from  date  of  cancellation, 

(m  )  Each  company  a  member  of  this  board  shall  register  with  the  secretary  of 
the  board  such  Toronto  agent  or  agents,  city  agent  (or  firm),  as  defined  in  sections 
a  and  b  of  these  rules,  and  shall  be  subject  to  the  regular  rules  of  this  board,  and  such 
of  the  foregoing  rules  as  apply  to  them  in  transacting  fire  insurance  in  Toronto 
and  Parkdale. 

(n  )  A  list  of  all  agents  and  special  agents  shall  be  posted  in  the  board  rooms  by 
the  secretary  for  reference. 

(0.)  No'commiwiion  shall  bs  paid  by  any  company  to  any  other  person  than  a 
registered  agent.  Managers  of  banks  and  secretaries  and  managers  of  life  assurance 
companies  and  of  loan  and  building  societies,  may  also  be  paid  a  commission  on  the 
business  in  which  the  institutions  they  represent  have  a  direct  proprietary  or 
hypothecary  interest,  but  on  no  other  business.  ,    ■,  .    i.      /.  i 

11.  Mr.  Maughan  on  behalf  of  the  Eoyal  Insurance  Company  handed  in  the  fol- 
lowing memo; „         ,  ,        .T  7   j- 

"  TAe  Boyal  '  dissent '  from  the  position  taken  by  this  Board  regarding  the  regulating 
of  special  agents  as  passed  by  the  companies'  representatives  present." 

12  Protective  Felice  and  Fire  Patrol  Co.  Report  of  Committee  (No.  5  on  agenda). 
Mr.  Kenny  moved,  seconded  by  Mr.  Wood,  that  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
Protective  Police  and  Fire  Patrol  Co.,  be  amended  as  follows  :—  -r.    ^    ^■ 

That  where  premises  are  as  full  subscribers,  under  the  Toronto  Protective 
Police  and  Fire  Patrol  Company,  provided  the  hours  of  watchiog  are  extended-aa 
Bhall  be  agreed  upon  by  the  board— only  one-halt  the  charge  in  special  and  schedule 
rated  riskf  for  want  of  watchman  and  watch  clock  be  exacted,  and  that  such  special 
and  schedule  rated  risks  so  protected,  be  registered  with  the  secretary  for  reference.— 

^^^I?."  Grain  Business.-(So.  6  on  agenda.)    Moved  by  Mr.  Kenny,  eoconded  by  Mr. 

That  it  is  desirable  to  re-consider  the  rates  and  rulee  regarding  g^ain  business.— 

Carried  15  to  5. 

Mr.  Kenny  then  moved,  seconded  by  Mr.  tribbs,  . 

That  companies  be  permitted  to  allow  such  commission  or  rebate  on  gram   busi- 
ness as  they  may  deem  proper  to  grain  merchants  in  the  oity  of  Toronto. 
Moved  in  amendment  by  Mr.  Sims,  seconded  by  Mr.  NT.ncent, 
That  in  view   of  the  fact  that   new  rules  of  discipline  have   been   adopted   at 
inai  in  view   ui  t  , .  ^^  a  dec  sion  on  the  matter  involved  m 

E:  E  resXSn^ndlts  arnd^Toot^until  it  be  seen  whether  the  new  rules  will  not 
remedy  the  aZsea  now  complained  of  in  connection  with   grain    business.    If,  how- 
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ever,  after  reaeoriable  trial,  said  rules  fhonid  prove  inadequate  to  deal  with  infractions 
of  the  grhin  tariff  and  regulations  to  the  satiefaction  of  this  board,  then  a  special 
meeting  shall  be  called  as  provided  in  article  9  of  the  constitution,  for  -which  the 
subject  matter  of  the  main  motion  and  its  amendment  shall  constitute  the  first  items 
of  agenda — Amendment  carried. 

14.  Workmen's  Permits.— -(No.  3  on  agenda.) 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gooch,  the  following  rule  was  adopted  :  That  all  applications 
involving  any  question  as  to  theproprieiy  of  granting  worksoen's  permits  in  certain 
cases  where  a  doubt  exists,  free  of  any  charge,  be  in  future  required  to  be  referred  to 
the  secretary  for  decision,  such  decision  to  be  recorded  in  a  book  to  be  kept  lor  the 
purpose  at  the  office  of  the  association. 

15.  Carpenters'  Eisks  on  Specials.— CSo.  4  in  agenda.) 

Ordered  that  the  rule  of  the  Canadian  Fire  Underwriters'  Association  adopted 
in  their  annual  meeting  in  March,  18i-5,  be  adopted,  namely, 

"  Special  Eisk. — Ordinary  repairs  and  alterations  permitted  without  extra 
charge." 

16.  Endorsewent  Fee.— (No.  9  on  agenda.) 

Moved  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr.  Eeed,  • 

That  the  endorsement  fee  be  abolished. 

Moved  in  amendment  by  Mr.  Sims,  seconded  by  Mr.  Wickens, 

That  section  24  of  the  rules  be  amended  to  read  as  follows  :  A  fee  of  fifty  cents 
must  be  charged  and  collected  for  all  erdorsements,  except  notices  of  further  insur- 
ance and  concurrent  wording;  and  any  endorsement  or  written  acknowledgment  of 
a  change  of  interest  shall  be  considered  as  an  assignment  and  charged  for  as  such. — 
Amendment  carried, 

17.  Schedule  Bated  Bisks.— (So.  2  on  agenda.) 
Moved  by  Mr  G.  F.  C.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sims. 

That  for  1*?  months  from  the  Ist  February  next,  companies  must  take  new  ap- 
plications and  issue  new  policies  for  all  risks  that  have  been  schedule  rated — 
Carried. 

18.  75  per  cent.  Co-Insurance  Clause  on  CoaZ.— This  matter  was  referred  to  the  first 
ordinary  meeting  of  the  board  for  consideration. 

19.  Amendments  to  Constitvfion. — (No.  8  on  agenda.) 
The  report  of  this  committee  on  No.  8  as  amended. 
Article  13  of  the  cont-titution,  as  amended,  to  read  as  follows  : 

Members  to  Sign  Constitution. 

Article  13. — All  existing  members,  or  companies  becoming  members  of  the 
hoard,  shall  sign  a  copy  of  this  constitution  and  rules  (kept  by  the  secretary  for 
that  purpose)  ;  and  they  and  all  persons  acting  for  them  shall  make  a  statutory 
declaration  on  signing  the  same  ihat  they  will  strictly  adhere  to  it,  and  that  in 
the  event  of  any  charge  being  made  of  its  violation,  either  general  or  directly  against 
their  individual  company,  they  will  make  a  full  and  complete  statement  of  their 
position  or  knowledge  in  connection  with  the  risk  or  ritk.",  or  the  point  in  question. 
And  should  the  fame  be  challenged,  he  or  ttey  shall,  if  called  upon  to  do  so,  make 
a  statutory  declaration  that  the  tame  is  true,  or  submit  any  or  all  books  or  papers  in 
his  or  their  office  for  inspection  by  the  secretary  or  both ;  and  that  he  or  they 
agree  that  each  one  of  the  representatives  or  employees  of  each  company  provided 
for  in  the  constitution  and  rules  shall,  if  required,  make  a  similar  statutory  declara- 
tion ;  and  the  failure  of  any  one  of  the  persons  mentioned  to  make  a  satisfactory 
declaration  shall  be  accepted  as  evidence  of  a  breach  of  these  rules,  and  shall  be  dealt 
"With  as  provided  in  section  No.  20. 

Section  20  of  the  rules  amended  read  as  follows  : 

20.  Deposit  Guarantee. — That  a  guarantee  deposit  shall  be  made  by  each  com- 
pany with  the  secretary  of  the  Toronto  Board  of  |50,  as  a  guarantee  of,  and  to  secure 
the  payment  of  any  fines  that  may  be  imposed  under  the  rules — any  fines  deducted 
from  this  deposit  to  be  immediately  reinstated   by  the  company.     This  deposit  shall 
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be  made  on  or  before  the  15th  day  of  February,  and  the  other  regulations  shall  come 
into  force  on  the  first  day  of  Maiuh,  next.  Should  it  be  shown  to  the  satisfaction  of 
tne  ioronto  board,  by  a  two  thirds  vote  of  the  members  present  at  any  regular  meet- 
ing—the  usual  notice  through  the  board's  printed  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting 
flv^^k  "i^^''®°  "^^"^  ^°^  ^^  ^^^  officials  or  employees,  or  a  company— a  member 
ot  this  board- has  violated  any  of  the  rules  or  regulations,  the  board  shall  impose  a 
nne  on  such  person  or  persons  so  violating  as  follows,  viz.  :  Twenty-five  per  cent,  of 
the  correct  premium  involved  in  the  transaction,  if  it  be  a  question  of  tariff,  or  com- 
mission or  consideration  violation  ;  and  in  other  cases,  a  duect  fine  of  five  dollars 
lor  the  first  offence  and  ten  dollars  for  each  subsequent  offence  t.y  the  same  party  or 
parties  (but  in  no  case  shall  the  fine  be  less  than  five  dollars)  ;  and  the  report  of  the 
same  with  the  names  of  the  offenders  and  the  amount  of  fine  to  be  conspicuously 
printed  in  the  minutes  of  the  Toronto  board  of  that  dale. 

21.  lo  Prevent  Groundless  Charges.— To  provide  &2;s,mBt  groundless  charges  being 
made,  all  enquiries  or  charges  fyled  with  the  secretary,  where  an  investigation  of 
books  or  statutory  declaration  is  required,  a  deposit  of  two  dollars  must  be  made 
with  the  secretary  by  the  company  or  agent  making  such  request,  such  money  to  be 
repaid  in  the  event  of  the  charge  being  sustained,  and  to  be  forfeited  to  the  board  if 
foand  groundless. 

22.  Moneys  from  Licenses,  &c.,  how  disposed  of. — All  moneys  received  from  licenses 
or  fines  to  be  held  by  the  seci  etary  of  the  Toronto  board  to  be  disposed  of  as  may 
hereafter  be  decided  at  an  annual  or  special  genera)  meeting— notice  of  such  action 
having  been  given  one  month  previous. 

23.  Checking  Bites  by  Head  Offices.— Ordered — That  as  a  stricter  check  by  head 
offices  of  the  buhiness  and  rates  submitted  by  their  agents  would  go  far  to  insure  the 
faithful  aaherenoe  to  tariff  rates,  which  is  essential  to  the  satisfactory  working  of 
the  board,  the  necessity  is  impre--sed  upon  head  offices  of  prompt  and  strict  super- 
vision and  check  of  risks  subraitied  to  ihem  by  their  agents. 

24.  Unsatisfied  Queries. — That  in  order  to  simplify  the  records  of  the  board,  a 
book  be  kept  by  the  secretary,  which  shall  be  accessible  at  all  times  to  members,  in 
■which  shall  be  entered  io  simple  form  the  substance  of  all  uasatisfiod  queries  or  other 
matters  requiring  the  atteiitiun  of  companies  ;  such  etitnea  to  be  sujiplemented  by 
the  replies  received  in  answer  to  such  queries  or  requirement  in  such  manner  as  to 
show  at  once  in  how  far  queries  have  been  fully  satisfied,  and  other  matters  have 
received  the  required  attention. 

That  Mr.  Eeed,  Mr.  Gibbs  and  Mr.  McMurrich  be  a  committee  to  confer  with 
the  secretary,  and  to  determine  as  to  the  form  of  such  book. 
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Balance  Sheet,  3ist  December,  1886. 


De. 

To  Balance  on  hand,  Slat  Dec,  1884....  $    52  03 
Caah  from  assesament  on  companies 

for  1886 1,281  49 

Cash  for  aub-rent  of  ofEce 15  00 


f  1,348  53 


Or. 

By  Secretary's  salary  and  bonus  addi- 
tion    $  600  00 

Printing  minutes,  queries, ;&c  177  00 

Board's  proportion  of  ofBoe  rent 125  00 

Expenses  of  delegation  to  Montreal  79  66 
Schedule    rating    expense    oa    one 

month's  salaiy  of  inspector 80  08 

Board's  proportiuu  of  caretaker  for 

ten  months     17  75 

Sundries,  as  per  ledger 60  00 

Balance  in  Bank  of  Toronto  . 209  27 

$1,348  53 


Audited  and  found  correct. 
ToBONTO,  11th  January,  1887. 


S.  BRUCE  HARMAN,  )  ,    .J 
J.  MAUGHAJ^,  I  Auditors. 
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N.  B. — Balance  of  sub-rent  of  office,  $15.00,  (S30. 00),  being  proportion  Toronto 
1-oard  for  said  rent,  not  received  in  time  to  be  included  with  the  above  statement. 
The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

WM.  HENDERSON,  President. 
EOBBET  McLBAN,  Secretary. 


TOEONTO  BOAED  OP  FIEB  UNDBEWEITBRS. 

{Extracts  from  Minutes.') 

Toronto,  3rd  February,  \%&l. 
Met  this  day  at  3  p.m. 

In  the  absence  of  both  the  president  and  the  vice-president,  Mr.  S.  C.  Dancan- 
Clark  was  called  to  the  chair. 

33.  Agenda  D/o.  10,  Annual  Meeting,  re  agents  representing  non-tariff  companies. 
Eesolution  on  this  subject  adopted  at  the  annual  meeting  was  inadvertently  omitted 
from  the  minutes  and  is  as  ioUows : 

That  hereafter  no  office,  nor  person  holding  official  connection  with  a  non-tariff 
company,  or  acting  as  agent  or  sub-agent  for  a  non-tariff  office,  shall  be  eligible  to 
represent  or  act  for  a  tariff  office  or  receive  or  place  business  or  receive  commissioa 
■with  or  from  a  member  of  this  board,  whether  as  general  agent,  sub-agent  or  in  any 
other  capacity  whatever. 

34.  Brown  Bros.  Endorsement  Fee,  and  form  of  policy  of  John  Maodonald  &  Co.  giv- 
ing permission  to  employ  workmen  for  ordinary  repairs  without  charge.  The  secre- 
tary to  use  the  query  sheet  to  ascertain  names  of  companies  that  have  not  complied 
with  the  order  of  the  board  in  these  cases. 

S5.  Standard  Woollen  Company's  risk.— The  consideration  of  the  secretary's  report 
on  this  matter  was  deterred  until  next  meeting. 

36  John  Wood  ds  Son's  planing  mill. — This  matter  was  deferred  in  the  absence  of 
the  British  America  and  Phcenix  of  London. 

37.  Coinsurance  clause  on  coal  deferred. 

38.  New  Ratings. 

Bailding.  Oontentsi 

Eseery's  Planing  Mill,  Tecumseth  Street,    Warranty 

^o.    1 4.05     4.05 

Eattan  Factory,  west  of  Essery's  building 1.25     1.50 

E.H.  Gray  &  Co.,  Nos.  24  and  26  Wellington  Street 

West 80     1.06 

Poison's  Boiler  Works,  Esplanade,  Warranty  Nos.  1, 

2  and  4 1.65     1.65 

Westman  &  Baker,  78  Wellington   Street   West,  War- 
ranty No.  1 2.00     2.00 

Cloudsley's  Machine  Shop,  Esplanade 1.75     1.75 

Canadian  Window  Shade  Company  (risk  improved).. 1.75 

Whatmough's  Stock,  126  King  Stieet  East,  in  front 

and  rear  buildings 1.15 

If  fireproof  doors  are  placed  between  workshop  and 

front  building,  the  rate  on  the   front  will  be 75 

Tobacco  Factory  (in  R.  Hay's  old  factory) 150 

39.  Rating  Deferred— O'Kecfe  &  Co.,  125  to  131  Dalhousie  Street:"  new  ware- 
house on  Proiit  Street  West,  north  of  E.  Hay's  old  buildings— deferred  for  three 
weeks.    Agents  requested  to  inspect  in  the  meantime, 

Michigan  Ammonia  Works,  Front  Street  East,  on  Consumers'  Gas  premises 

40.  Borrowman's  Crockery  Store,  289  Yonge  Street.  Companies  will  plea  le  "note 
that  the  front  part  of  this  building  is  brick  and  the  rear  frame,  without  any  dividing 
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■wall.     The  rate  of  the  frame  part   sfoverns  rate  oa  biiildiog,  81.*75  ;    contents,  $1.80 
(See  Tariff  No.  72). 

41.  Queries,  Vith  January.~The  Fire  lasuranoe  Association  and  Phoenix  of 
Iiondon  have  not  yet  answered  these  queries,  which  they  are  required  to  do  before 
next  meeting. 

42.  Queries,  21th  January  — The  City  of  London  Fire  Insurance  Association, 
Phoaaix  of  London,  Phenix  of  Brooklyn,  Queen  City  and  Eoyal  Canadian,  have  not 
replied.     They  will  please  do  so  before  next  meeting. 

43.  Query  No.  1,  re  JStos.  140,  142,  144  Queen  Street  Bast.  The  secretary  was 
instructed  to  repeat  this  query  so  as  to  include  the  whole  block,  building  and  contents. 

44.  The  Glasgow  and  London  replied  "  No,"  querieH  Nos.  :i  and  3,  and  "  Yes  "  to  4, 
taken  as  hardware  without  oils.  As  soon  as  notified  tbat  they  kept  oils  collected  ad- 
ditional rate.     Have  now  tariff  rate. 

London  and  Lancashire :  "  No  "  to  Nos.  2  and  3 ;  and  to  No.  4,  "  We  insure  this 
as  a  hardware  without  oi  Is." 

Eoyal:  Nos.  2  and  4  and  to  No.  3  (214  Queen  Street  Bast),  "  Furniture  and 
stock  transferred  from  a  81.20  risk— will  collect  difference."  The  Eoyal  will  pleasa 
report  collection  before  next  meeting. 

Western:  To  No.  2  (dentist  risk),  "  Tes,  described  as  a  dwelling."  The  sec- 
retary was  asked  to  report  on  this  risk  at  next  meeting. 

45.  Notice  of  rating. — The  Toronto  Svrup  Company's  premises.  Esplanade  Street 
East. 

46.  Nomination  of  agent. — H.  A.  H.  Moore,  real  estate  agent.  Arcade. 

47.  Notices  of  motions. — By  Mr.  Sims — That  at  next  meeting  he  will  move  the 
adoption  of  rule  29  of  supplementary  inetructions  to  agents  of  the  Canadian  Fire 
Underwriters'  Association  as  a  rule  of  this  board.  By  Mr.  Eeed — Notice  to  rescind 
the  rules  of  the  Canadian  Fire  Underwriters'  Association  adopted  by  this  board  on 
the  3id  December,  1885.     (See  minutes  of  28th  Oatober,  li:i86. 

48.  Letter  from  Messrs.  Grooderham  &  Worts  re  watchman,  was  read,  and  con- 
sideration deferred  for  one  week. 

49.  Perkins,  Ince  &  Go.  want  to  know  if  they  make  openings  on  each  flat  can 
they  insure  under  one  sum  in  and  on  both  buildings. 

50.  Queries : 

1.  Has  your  company  at  this  date  (3rd  Feb.)  a  risk  on  Yoke's  hardware  stock 
with  oils,  frame  rough-cast  building,  at  less  than  tariff  rate,  81-35? 

2.  Has  yoarcompany  at  this  date  (3rd  Fab.)  a  risk  on  Lamb's  rough-cast  block, 
130  to  148  Qaeen  Street  Bast,  or  on  or  in  any  one  of  them  at  less  than  tariff  rate  II.  60  ? 
Answer  separately. 

130,  stationery  store — John  Jamieson. 

132,  pork  and  produce  store — Samuel  McGuire. 

134,  grocery  and  butcher  shop — John  Wilson. 

136,  mattress  making,  &o — J.  J.  Heffron. 

138,  vacant. 

140,  dry  goods — Mrs.  Mary  Short. 

142,  plumber's  shop— T.  Gordon. 

144,  rag  carpets— J.  T.  Haines. 

146,  laundry  (no  steam)— Eobert  Longworth.  ,,  .  ^     -i. 

3.  Has  your  company  erased  from  policy  form  of  John  Macdonald  &  Co.  the 
permission  to  have  workmen  without  charge  ?  d  -d        -> 

4   Has  vour  company  collected  endorsement  fee  from  Brown  Bros.  I 

•'  '^  S.  C.  DUNOAN-CLA.EK,  Chairman  pro  tern. 

BOBBET  MoLBAN,  Secretary. 
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G. 
TOROJ^TO  BOAED  OP  riEB  USDERWKITBRS, 

(^Extracts  from  Minutes) 

Toronto,  23rd  July,  1885. 

Met  this  day  at  3  p.m.,  Thos.  E,  Wood  (JStna)  vice-president,  in  the  chair. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Scott,  seconded  by  Mr.  Evans,  the  board    adjourned  till  3  p.m.. 
to-morrow  in  consequence  of  the  arrival  to-day  of  the  volunteers  from  the  North-West. 


ToKONTO,  24th  July,  1885. 

Met  this  day  at  .3  p.m.,  pursuant  to  yesterday's  adjournment. 

Tresent : — Thos.  E.  Wood  (^JEtna.)  vice-president,  in  the  chair,  Wm.  Adameon, 
British  America  ;  A.  M.  Walton,  Caledonian  ;  S.  F.  Magurn,  City  of  London  ;  J.  H. 
Heed,  Lancashire  and  Liverpool  and  London  and  Globe  ;  John  Maughan,  Royal ; 
T.  M.  Pringle,  London  and  Lancashire;  Hugh  Scott,  London  Assurance,  National  of 
Ireland  and  Queen  City ;  E.  N.  Gooch,  North  British  and  Mercantile  ;  B.  P.  Pearson, 
^Northern. 

Absent: — Citizens,  Commercial  Union,  Pire  Insurance  Association,  Glasgow  and 
London,  Guardian,  Hartford,  Imperial,  Norwich  Union,  Phenix  of  Brooklyn,  Phcenix 
of  London,  Queen,  Boyal  Canadian,  Scottish  Union  and  National,  Western. 

Minutes  of  the  meetiugs  of  16th  and  '.i3rd  insts.  were  read  and  confirmed,  except 
Staunton's  Eoom  Paper  Factory,  which  was  changed  to  $2.26. 

Special  Agents — declared  eligible  or  otherwise. 

Fred  Plumb,  deferred.  F.  J.  Smith,  estate  and  financial  agent  for  Eoyal,  de- 
clared eligible. 

The  following  letter  from  Messrs.  Scott  &  Walmsley  was  read  ; 

Toronto,  20ih  July,  1885. 

DearSir,— The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  minutes  of  a  directors'  meet- 
ing of  the  Queen  City  Fire  Insurance  Company  held  this  Monday,  20th   July,   1885. 

"  Ofdeied,  That  as  this  board  cannot  consistently  sustain  a  principle  that  sanc- 
tions the  insurance  of  sacred  edifices,  etc.,  etc,  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  which  are 
situated  beyoi  d  this  city's  limits  at  a  rate  of  only  thirty-flve  cents  (35c.)  per  annum, 
and  corr.pels  them  to  exact  fifty  cents  (50c.)  for  similar  hazards  within  range  of  the 
fire  brigade  protection  m  this  city,  this  company  must  therefore  withdraw  from  the 
'Toj onto  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters'  while  such  an  anomaly  continues  to  exist. 
A  copy  of  this  order  as  a  notice  of  withdrawal  to  be  sent  to  the  said  Board  of  Under- 
writers . " 

Tours  faithfully, 

SCOTr  &  WALMSLBY,  Managers. 

Robert  McLean,  Esq.,  Secretary  Toronto  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters,  Toronto. 

The  following  letter  from  the  Mercantile  Fire  Insurance  Company  was  read  :— 

Waterloo,  20th  July,  1885. 
Leah  Sib,— At  a  recent  meeting  of  our  board  it  was  decided  that  this  company 
join  the  Toronto  Board  of  Pire  Underwriters  on  the  1st  day  of  August  next.     Kindly 
ha,\e  this  arranged  that  we  become  a  member  at  that  time,  and  supply   us   with  the 
necessary  tariffs  and  instructions. 

Tours  truly, 

-o  ..  X         ™       ^  ^  P.  H.  SIMS,  Secretary, 

EoBEBT  McLean,  Esq.,  C.F.U.A.,  Toronto. 
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On  motion,  the  Mercantile  Fire  Insurance  Company  •was  unanimously  elected  a 
member  of  the  Toronto  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters. 

Notice  of  Eating  — Copp,  Clark  &  Co.,  9  Front  Street  West. 

Tariff  Committee. — On  motion,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  the  tariff  committee ; 
and  as  their  work  was  finished  the  committee  was  therefore  discharged. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  be  instructed  to  procure  an  extension  to  the  present 
table  in  use  in  board  room,  and  arrange  seats  for  the  respective  members . 

The  Citizens  reported  collection  of  extra  rate  on  J.  W.  Cowan  &  Oo.'s  risk. 

The  Imperial  is  requested  to  answer  query  of  the  9th  inst.,  re  Carlyle's  Planing 
Mill. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Scott,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gooch,  that  in  view  of  the  secretary's 
increased  labor  and  responsibilities  in  the  inspection  of  risks  for  special  rating  and  re- 
porting thereon,  and  the  very  satisfactory  manner  in  which  all  the  duties  have  been 
performed  his  salary  be  increased  to  six  hundred  dollars  for  this  year. 

Ratings. — Gooderham  &  Worts'  distillery  premises,  numbers  as  per  plan  and 
printed  form  of  application.  Building  and  contents  same  rate  unless  otherwise 
named. 

Building 

and 
contents. 

No.    1.  Five   storey  stone  distillery,  marked  D,  machinery 

floor  on  plan $3  00 

No.    3.  Five  storey  stone  mill,  marked  D,  mill  on  plan 3  00 

No.    6.  Building   part,  one  and   one  and  one-halt   storey, 

mark  d  D,  fermenting  cellar,  D  on  plan. 2  GO 

No.    7.  Engine  in  portion  of  building  between  machinery 

floor  and  mill,  marked  Don  plan 3  00 

No.    8.  Cooper  shop,  carpenter  shop  and  paint  shop,  marked 

BBEEEB  on  plan 1  75 

No.    9.  Malt  house,  building  and  storage,  marked  FFFFFFF 

on  plan -•••      1  50 

No.  13.  Brick  boiler  house,  marked  boiler  M  on  plan 1  25 

No.  15.  Brick  tank  house,  marked    K  tank  room.  No.  3  on 

plan 0  80 

No.  l7.  Brick  tank  house,  marked  tank   room  No.  2,  J  on 

plan 1  00 

No.  19.  Brick  tank  house,  marked  tank  room  No.  1  on  plan     1  00 
No.  21.  Four  storey  brick  building  shipping  way  and  storage 

and  mixing,  marked  H  on  plan 1  00 

No.  22.  Three   storey  brick  still   houses — an  equal  amount 

on  and  in  each,  marked  1  H,  2  H  and  3  H  on  plan 2  00 

No.  24.  Three  storey  brick   storehouse  and  shipping  room, 

marked  L,  spirit  store  on  plan -     0  90 

No.  25.  Three  storey  brick   storehouse   and  shipping  room 

marked  L.V.E.,  bonded  warehouse  on  plan 0  90 

No.  26.  Brick  one  storey  cooper  shop,  marked  cooper  shop  E 

on  plan V  ""o     ^  ^^ 

No  27.  Machine  and  cooper  shop,  marked  machine  shop  E 

on  plan 2  50 

No  30    Frame  elevator  and   storehouses  attached, 

■  marked  000  on  plan.     Bd'g «3  00      82  75 

No.  31.  Wharf  under   and    around   the  above  (not 

including  that  at  the  foot  of  Parliament  Si.) 3  00 

No.  32.  Ice  house,  marked  ice  house  N  in  plan 1  75 

No'.  33.  One  storey  brick  building,  marked  shipping 

room  on  plan 
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Hessin's  confectionery,  7   Front  Street.      No   box 

making 2  00         2  GO 

Eeinhardt  &  Co.'e  lager  beer  frame  brewery,  Puohess 

Street ,. 2  25         2  25 

Eeinhardt  &  Co.'s  brick  and  frame  ice  house  adjoin- 
ing   1  75        1  80 

Eeinhardt  &  Co.'s  brick  fermenting  house  and  ice 

house 1  75         1  80 

ilfaj7  Printing  Co.,  corner  King  and   Bay   Streets, 

front  building. 0  70         0  75 

Mail  Printiog  Co.   corner   King  and  Bay  Streets, 

rear  building.... 0  85         1  35 

Toronto  Knitting  Machine  Co.,  116  Bay  Street 
(formerly  Taylor,  Pink  &  Co.)  practical  form  of 
policy 1  50         1  50 

Toronto  Brewing  and  Malting  Co.,  separate  sum  being 

insured  on  different  parts,  on  all  buildings  adjoin-  ^ 

ing  and  communicating. 1  50         1  50 

S.  H.  Janes  &  Co.,  102  King  Street  West,  building 
temporarily  used  for  manufacturing  gas  from 
petroleum 2  50         2  50 

Barclay,  B,,  oat-meal  mill,  &c.,  192  King  Street  Bast,  4  00         4  00 

Heintzman  Piano  Manufacturing  Co.,  86  York  Street, 

front  building, 1  30         1  35 

Heintzman  Piano  Manufacturing  Co.,  86  York  Street, 

rear  building, 3  00        3  00 

J.  Westman,  42  and  44J  Eichmond  Street  West,  front 
building  used  as  a  store  and  laundry — hand 
power;  centre  part  partly  brick  and  partly 
frame,  bellows  making.  Brick  printing  office 
in  rear.     Average  rate  of 2  50        2  50 

Erratain  Toronto  Tariff. 

Stables,  private— No.  19,  page  3,  4th  class,  should  read  1.00  not  1.25. 
Boots  and  shoes — No.  27,  page  4,  contents,  Ist  class,  should  read,  .75  not  .85. 
Painters  and  paint  shops— No.  156,  p.  9,  should  read,  building,  65,  85, 1.20,  1.78. 
Contents.  "  "  "         «  "       .90, 1.15, 1.60, 1.8». 

Elevators  and  Storehouses. 

Adamson,  William— north  storehouse, ,..$2  25  $2  00 

Adamson,  William — south          "         3  50  3  25 

Church  street  wharf — storehouses 1  75  1  50 

Gooderham  &  Worts— elevator  (steam) 3  00  2  75 

Grand  Trunk  Railroad— elevator  (steam) 4  00  3  75 

Mowat's  Wharf— (Geddes) 2  00  1  75 

Midland  Eailway— freight  department,  Berkley  St.  2  50  2  25 

Northern  Eailway — elevator  (steam) 2  70  2  50 

"                 flour  shed 150  150 

"                 freight  depot 2  50  2  25 

"                  Montreal  sheds 2  00  1  75 

"                 freight  sheds  on  wharf. 2  00  1  75 

Queen  City  Malting  Co.— elevator.  King  Street  Bast.  2  00  2  00 

Strange  &  Chapman's — city  elevator 3  25  3  00 

Taylor's  Wharf— storehouses  (George  Street)  1  75  1  50 

"              elevator.. 3  00  2  75 

Tinning's  Wharf 1  75  150 
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Toronto,  Grey  and  Bruce,  now  C.P.R.  (brick)  store- 
house and  freight  shed 1  oO         1  35 

Toronto,  Grey  and  Bruce,  now  C.P.E.,  elevator 3  25        3  00 

Tonge  Street  (Milloy's) 2  50        2  25 

Grand  Trunk  Kailway,  freight  shed,  Tonge  Street.   2  50        2  25 
"  "  "  "         "      Simooe  Street.  2  50        2  25 

Query. — Has  your  company  at  this  date  a  risk  on  building  or  contents,  ISTos.  104 
and  106  Shuter  Street,  at  65c.  per  annum  on  building  and  70o.  on  contents,  the 
building  being  used  as  a  public  boarding  house  ?  This  query  was  struck  off,  (not 
definite)  no  name  being  given. 

Adjournment. — Ordered,  that  the  board  adjourn  till  the  first  Thursday  in  Septem- 
ber, and  that  the  secretary  be  at  liberty  to  take  his  vacation  in  the  interval. 

THOS.  E.  WOOD,  Vice-President. 
EOBEKT  MoLEAN,  Secretary. 


H. 

TORONTO  BOAED  OF  FIEB  UNDEEWEITBRS. 

(Extracts  from  Minutes  ) 

Toronto,  30th  October,  1884. 

Thos.  E.  Wood  (J5tna)  vice-president,  in  the  chair. 

Minutes  of  the  23rd  inst.  were  read  and  confirmed.  .  i_    ,, 

The  meeting  at  this  point  adjourned  for  the  purpose   of  proceeding    with  tha 
special  meeting  called  for  half-past  three  to  day. 


SPECIAL   MEETING. 

Mr  Magum's  Notice  of  Motion  re  Mr.  Pringle.— Letters  were  read  from  Mr.  T. 
M  Prin'gle  and  Mr.  F.  A.  Ball,  relative  to  the  above  ;  in  the  former  of  which  was 
enclosed  $50,  payment  in  full  of  fine  imposed  on  Mr.  Pringle  the  5th  day  of  June 
last  in  consideration  of  which  Mr.  Magurn  asked  permission  of  the  board  to  with- 
draw the  notice  of  motion  which  he  had  given,  and  moved  in  its  stead 

"  That  Mr  T  M  Pringle  having  now  complied  with  the  rules  ot  the  boara,  tn© 
secretary  be  directed  to  communicate  that  fact  to  the  manager  of  the  London  and 
Lancashire  Fire  Insurance  Company,   also   that   it  be  printed    in  the   minutes.  — 

Carried.  „    ,  ^        j 

The  regular  meeting  was  then  called  to  order. 
Ganadin  Institute  and  Glasgow  and  London.-The  following  correspondence  was 

ordered  to  be  printed :-  Montreal,  18th  October,  1884. 

E.  McLean,  Esq.,  Secretary  Underwriters'  Board,  Toronto. 
Be  Gity  of  loronto  Board. 

Bttar  Sib  —The  Sovereign  Insurance  Company  whom  we  re-insured  had  a  risk 
.r^nntbt  Canadian  Institute.  We  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  th^s  risk  would 
Kleenrenetedwith^^^^  the  fact  tiat   the  Hartford  Insurance  Company 

took  it  below  tariff,  and  after  doing  so  broguht  it  up  for  a  special  rating. 

Our  in^nector  who  attended  the  meeting  when  this  risk  was  brought  up,  held 
that  ^he   HaSd  must   be   asked   to   cancel   this  risk,  as  it  had  been  taken  from 

*"'*^  We  aSe;stand  that  the  chairman  gave  a  ruling  against  this,  upon  the  ground 
that  it  was  not  a  G.  &  L.  risk,  but  a  Sovereign,  which  company  were  not  members  ol 
the  board. 
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On  behalf  of  this  company  we  must  take  exception  to  thia  ruling  and  must  ask 
you  to  request  the  Hartford  to  cancel  this  risk,  or  wa  must  take  such  action  as  we 
consider  necessary  under  the  circumstances. 

We  take  exception  to  the  chairman's  ruling  for  the  following  reason  :  If  we 
make  an  endorsement  upon  a  Sovereign  policy  without  collecting  either  the  fee  or 
any  extra  rate  which  may  be  necessary,  we  are  at  once  requested  to  collect  accord- 
ing to  the  tariff. 

We  give  no  other  reason  than  this  because  it  must  be  so  plain  to  you  and  to  every 
member  of  the  Toronto  Board  that  the  above  ruling  is  incorrect  and  that  any  reasons 
against  it  are  quite  unnecessary. 

Yours  faithfully, 

BOND  &  BEOWNB,  Joint  Managers. 

This  letter  was  read  last  week  but  omitted  in  the  minutes  : 

Montreal,  29th  October,  1884. 

To  the  Members  Toronto  Board  of  Underwriters,  Toronto. 

Dear  Sirs, — This  company  desires  it  to  be  recorded  on  the  minutes  of  the  asso- 
ciation that  rule  5  applies  to  all  Sovereign  policies,  as  regards  requesting  cancella- 
tion of  any  such  risks,  taken  by  another  company  below  tariff. 

Tours  faithfully, 

BOND  &  BEOWNE,  Joint  Managers. 

Moved  by  Mr.  J.  T.  Vincent,  seconded  by  Mr.  M,  Gibbs,  That  the  resolution 
referred  to  in  the  minutes  just  read,  relating  to  the  Canaliaa  Institute  and  E.  \^. 
Young's  Library  therein,  be  and  is  hereby  cancelled,  and  the  following  substituted 
therefor  :  That  rule  5  applies  to  all  Sovereign  risks  now  held  by  the  Glasgow  and 
liondon,  a  member  of  this  board,  and,  therefore,  the  Hartford,  having  taken  the  said 
risks  from  the  said  company  below  tariff  rate,  is  ordered  to  cancel  the  same  and 
report  at  next  meeting. — Lost. 

Moved  in  amendment  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Eeed,  That 
the  consideration  of  this  resolution  be  referred  to  the  annual  meeting  of  this  board. 
— Lost, 

Moved  in  amendment  by  Mr.  S.  C.  I)uncan-01ark,  seconded  by  Mr.  A.  W.Smith, 
That  the  consideration  of  this  resolution  be  referred  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
board,  but  that  in  the  meantime  the  business  of  the  Sovereign  ba  assumed  to  be  the 
business  of  the  Glasgow  &  London  — Carried. 

Mr.  Magurn,  on  behalf  of  the  City  of  LonJon  Fire  Insurance  Company,  protests 
against  the  board  dealing  with  a  question  of  contract  as  between  companies,  and 
amending  the  constitution,  except  at  an  annual  meeting  or  special  meeting  called  for 
that  purpose . 

Toronto  Fire  Appliances.— TLhetei  being  no  report  from  committee  on  above,  Mr. 
Wm.  Blight  moved,  seconded  by  Mr.  H.  D.  P.  Armstrong,  That  the  previous  com- 
mittee on  Toronto  fire  appliances  ba  dissolved  and  that  the  following  gentlemen  be 
a  committee  for  that  purpose:  Messrs.  Hugh  Scott,  S.  F.  Magurn  and  A.  W.  Smith. 
— Carried. 

The  meeting  adjourned  at  5  o'clock. 

THOS.  E.  WOOD,  Vice-President, 
EOBEET  McLBAN,  Secretary, 
Per  J.  A.  C.  McCuAio. 
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TOKONTO  BOARD  OF  FIRE  UNDERWRITERS. 

Toronto,  2nd  April,  1887. 
Messrs.  Soott  &  Walmslet,  Queen  City  Buildings,  Toronto. 

Dear  Sirs, — I  am  instructed  by  the  Toronto  board  to  see  that  all  oompaniea, 
comply  with  the  rule  adopted  at  the  last  annual  meeting  re  agents  of  non-tariff 
ofiS-ces,  which  is  as  follows,  namely  :  — 

^'That  hereafter  no  officer,  or  person  holding  official  connection  with  a  non-tariff 
company,  or  acting  as  agent  or  sub-agent  for  a  non-tariff  office,  shall  be  eligible  ^  to 
represent  or  act  for  a  tariif  office,  or  receive  or  place  business,  or  receive  commission 
with  or  from  a  member  of  this  board,  whether  as  general  agent,  sub-agent,  or  in  any 
other  capacity  whatever." 

As  you  represent  non-tariff  offices,  the  Queen  City  cannot  continue  as  a  member 
of  the  Toronto  board,  and,  in  consequenee,  1  am  not  permitted  to  send  you,  as  for- 
merly, the  official  ratings  or  other  papers  connected  with  the  business  of  insurance. 
I  therefore  enclose  the  deposit  guarantee  cheque  which   you    sent   me   on   the    16th 

ultimo.  1  .J  J 

Were  your  non-tariff  companies  to  join  the  board  on  the  terras  laid  down  in  the 
minutes  of  the  Toronto  branch  of  tbe  Canadian  Fire  Underwriters'  Association  of 
the  8th  December,  1885,  and  in  accordance  with  which  the  Millers'  and  Manufac- 
turers' Insurance  Company  joined  the  association,  the  rale  above  referred  to  would 
not  require  the  withdrawal  of  the  Queen  City  from  the  board. 

I  need  scarcely  add  that  I  very  much  regret  that  the  companies  you  represent 
are  outside  of  an  association  in  the  formation  of  which  your  Mr.  Scott  took  so  active 
and  lively  an  interest,  and  which  has  done  so  much  in  placing  the  business  of  insur- 
ance on  a  sound  basis,  by  rating  risks  on  their  merits,  reference  being  had  to  the 
means  possessed  by  each  city  and  town  for  preventing  and  extinguishing  fires. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  truly, 

ROBERT  McLBAN,  Secretary. 


TORONTO  BOARD  OF  FIRE  UNDERWRITERS, 

Toronto,  19th  April,  ISS?. 
W.  H.  HowLAND,  Esq.,  President  Queen  City  Insurance  Company,  Toronto. 

DearSir-— On  the  2Qd  inst.  I  wrote  a  letter  to  Messrs.  Scott  &  Walmsley  in 
which  I  returned  the  deposit  cheque  of  fifty  dollars  made  by  the  Queen  City  Insur- 
ance Company  On  the  12th  inst.  I  received  a  letter  from  these  gentlemen,  return- 
ing the  Cheque,  and  stating  that  any  communication  I  had  to  make  on  this  subject 
should  be  addressed  to  you.  j,^ii„„„ 

I  bee  therefore,  to  send  you  herewith  the  said  deposit  cheque  of  fifty  dollars, 
andalsotheletterof  the  2nd  inst.  above  referred  to,  in  which  you  wdl  find  the 
reasons  for  returning  that  cheque,  and  why  the  Queen  Cily  Insurance  Cotapany 
cannot  continue  a  member  of  the  Toronto  board. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  truly, 

EOBBRT  McLBAN,  Secretary. 

Cheque  enclosed  as  above. 
The  Queen  City  Fire  Insurance  Company, 

Toronto,  March  16th,  1887. 

TTTI?  DOMINION  BANK,  pay  to  Eobt.  McLean,  Esq.,  Secretary  Toronto 
Boar™  uSrlteVs,  or  order>lfty  Dollars,  deposit.  (To  be  returned  m  tto 
Sofsimflar  deposits  not  being  made  by  all  the  other  companies.) 
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Board  or  Fiee  Undebwkiters,  Toronto,  23rd  February,  1888. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  directed  to  request  a  reply  in  writing,  to  the  following,  to  bo 
forwarded  in  time  to  ba  presented  by  me  to  the  next  bjard  meeting. 

By  order  of  the  board, 

EGBERT  MoLEAN,  Sec. 
Query ; 

1.  Has  your  company  renewed  any  risks  with  the  firm  of  Scott  &  Walmsley,  or 
any  employee  of  the  firm,  with  or  without  commission,  contrary  to  rule  No.  8,  which 
reads  and  came  into  force  annual  meeting,  January,  18^7.     See  names  below. 

"  That  hereafter  no  office  or  person  holding  official  connection  with  a  non- 
tariff  company,  or  acting  as  agent  or  sub-agent  for  a  non-tariff  office,  shall  be  eligible 
to  represent  or  act  for  a  tariff  office,  or  receive  or  place  business,  or  receive  commis- 
sion with  or  from  members  of  this  board,  whether  as  general  agent,  sub  agent,  or  in 
any  capacity  whatever  " 

Firm  of  Staunton  &  Co.,  King  Street  West. 
"     "  "  Factory,  North  Toronto. 

"     "  Eby,  Blain  &  Co  ,  Front  Street  East. 

Eeply 

i.  Had  your  company  a  risk  on  the  Acme  Silver  Company's  building  or  stock 
OB  the  22nd  February,  1887,  at  less  than  tariff  rate,  building  90o.,  contents  $1.15  ? 

Keply 

Signature 


Extract  from  "  Statutory  Conditions  "  of  the  Queen  City  Fire  Insurance  Co.: — 

10.  The  company  is  not  liable  for  the  losses  following,  that  is  to  say  : — 

(a.)  For  loss  of  property  owned  by  any  other  party  than  the  assured,  unless  the 
interest  of  the  assured  is  stated  in  or  upon  the  policy  ; 

(6.)  For  loss  caused  by  invasion,  insurrection,  riot,  civil  commotion,  military  or 
usurped  power ; 

(c.)  Where  the  insurance  is  upon  buildings  or  their  contents — for  loss  caused  by 
the  want  of  good  and  substantial  brick  or  stone  chimneys ;  or  by  ashes  or  embers 
being  deposited,  with  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  the  assured  in  wooden  vessels, 
or  by  stoves  or  stove  pipes  being,  to  the  knowledge  of  the  assured,  in  an  unsafe  con- 
dition or  improperly  secured ; 

(d.)  For  loss  or  damage  to  goods  destroyed  or  damaged  while  undergoing  any 
process  in  or  by  which  tbe  application  of  fire  heat  is  necessary  ; 

(e.)  For  loss  or  damage  occurring  to  buildings  or  their  contents  while  the  build- 
ings are  being  repaired  by  carpenters,  joiners,  plasterers  or  other  workmen,  and  in 
consequence  thereof,  unless  permission  to  execute  such  repairs  had  been  previously 
granted  in  writing,  signed  by  a  duly  authorized  agent  of  the  company.  But  in 
dwelling  houses  fifteen  dajs  are  allowed  in  each  year  for  incidental  repairs,  without 
such  permission  ; 

(/.)  For  loss  or  damage  occurring  while  petroleum,  rock,  earth  or  coal  oil,  cam- 
phene,  gasoline,  burning  fluid,  benzine,  naphtha  or  any  liquid  products  thereof,  or 
any  of  their  constituent  parts  (refined  coal  oil  for  lighting  purposes  only,  not  exceed- 
ing five  gallons  in  quantity,  or  lubricating  oil  not  being  crude  petroleum  nor  oil  of 
less  specific  gravity  than  required  by  law  for  illuminating  purposes,  not  exceeding 
five  gallons  in  quantity,  excepted),  or  more  than  twenty-five  pounds  weight  of  gun- 
powder is  or  are  stored  or  kept  in  the  building  insured  or  containing  the  property 
insured,  unless  permission  is  idven  in  writing  by  the  company. 

11.  The  company  will  make  good  loss  caused  by  the  explosion  of  coal  gas  in  a 
building  not  forming  part  of  gas  works,  and  loss  by  fire  caused  by  any  other  explo- 
fiion  or  by  lightning. 
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FIEB  TABLES  FOE  1885. 

REVIEW  OF  THE  FIRE  LOSSES  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  CANADA  FOR  TEN  YEARS. 

_  The  simple  statement  that  the  ten  years  ending  with  1884  have  witnessed  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada  a  destruction  of  property  by  fire  aggregating  the  immense 
sum  of  nearly  nine  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  would  seem  to  appeal  to  the  minds  of 
thinking  men  with  overwhelming  force.  But  when  we  glance  from  these  ashes  to  the 
fiscal  transactions  in  nearly  every  department  of  trade  and  find  them  insignificant  in 
comparison  ;  when  we  examine  statistics  of  production  and  find  how  vast  a  portion  ot 
the  values  produced  has  gone  to  pay  this  tremendous  tax  ;  when  we  place  side  by  side 
with  this  array  of  obliterated  wealth  the  records  of  governmental  expenditures  and 
observe  them  dwarfed  ;  when  we  look  at  the  sums  spent  in  charities  and  education  and 
perceive  thereby  the  benefits  which  might  have  resulted  to  the  people  if  these  wasted 
millions  had  been  wisely  expended,  we  are  enabled  to  realize,  partially,  at  least,  the 
magnitude  of  this  drain  upon  our  national  resources,  and  to  feel  how  truly  appalling  is 
the  gigantic  waste. 


Table  VI. — Total  Monthly  Losses  by  Fire  in  the  United  States  and  Canada 

for  Ten  Years,  1875-1884. 

UNITED  STATES. 

Mentha. 

Total 

Property 

Loss 

for  10  Tears, 

1876-1884. 

Total 

Insurance 

Loss 

for  10  Years, 

1875-1884. 

Total 
Property 

Loss 
in  1884. 

Total 

Insurance 

Loss 

in  1884. 

January 

February -. 

$ 
75,038,152 
63,087,393 
63,696,454 
69,630,967 
72,085,506 
53,542,112 
62,180,187 
64,241,329 
61,354,555 
76,053,578 
66,322,710 
76,372,505 

$ 

46,412,800 
37,370,161 
37,558,635 
37,626,500 
37,641,664 
30,181,251 
31,866,291 
33,791,521 
31,270,535 
38,219,280 
36,7^6,680 
45,004,595 

$ 

11,758,466 
7,650,999 
8,102,801 
9,468,642 
9,249,568 
7,277,974 
8,501,147 

10,042,385 
9,316,583 
9,907,942 
8,305,423 

10,'S26,681 

$ 
6,935,001 
4,556,987 
4,664,764 

Anril                   

5,701,772 

Mutt                                   

4,573,204 

June ^ • ' 

July                     

4,263,764 
4,627,279 

5,513,662 

September 

4,628,346 
4,965,576 

NoTember • • 

December 

4,839,902 
5,510,58i 

803,605,448 

443,669,913 

110,008,611 

60,679,818 

CANADA. 

January 

5,292,745 
4,883,473 
6,089,198 
5,413,717 
7,472,751 
30.787,467 
6,394,353 
6,207,318 
6,673,809 
5,092,003 
6,118,135 
4,521,367 

2,848,331 
2,820,651 
2,759,315 
2,69J,518 
3,212,953 
11,252,272 
2,609,796 
3,312,801 
2,610,849 
2,435,526 
2,780,975 
2,264,872 

1,115,025 
733,160 
370,783 
408,550 
68l.4d0 
569,150 
846,805 
340,900 
910,705 
520,337 
258,500 
245,490 

599,475 
418,550 

jfarcj,            

228,619 

199,375 

Mi^ 

271,870 

June - 

Jnlv                     

286,600 
315,550 

August - 

September 

170,935 
391,645 
212,905 

December > •••• 

91,946,336 

41,602,862 

6,900,815 

3,320,834 
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Table  IX — Aggregate  Annual  Losses  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  for 

Ten  Years,  1875-1884. 


Uhited  States. 

Years. 

Canada. 

Years. 

Aggregate 

Property 

Loss. 

Aggregate 

Insurance 

Loss. 

Aggregate 

Property 

Loss. 

Aggregate 

Insurance 

Loss. 

1S75 

s 

78,102,285 
64,630,600 
68,265,800 
64,315,900 
77,703,700 
74,643,400 
81,280,900 
84,505,024 
100,149,228 
110,008,611 

$ 
39,325,400 
34,374,500 
37,398,900 
36,575,900 
44,464,700 
42,525,000 
44,641,900 
48,875,131 
54,808,664 
60,679,818 

1875_ 

8,225,750 
9,145.200 
29,261,000 
5,950,500 
7,159,000 
5,194,600 
8,237,400 
5,605,940 
6,266,131 
6,900,815 

$ 

4,306,300 

3,887,600 

10,637,700 

3.102.700 

1876... 

1876 

1877-    

1877 

X878        

1878 

1879              

1879 

3,856,000 
2,359,800 
3,701,600 
3,047,341 
3,382,987 
3,320,834 

1880 

1881 

1882 

1880 

1881. 

1882 

1883 

1883_, „.., 

1884 

1884  

Totals 

Totals 

803,605,448 

443,669,913 

91,946,336 

41,602,862 

Total.  TTnitBd  Sta 

803,605,448 
91,946,336 

443,669,913 
41  602  862 

*        Canada  ... 

Total 

895,551,784 

485,272,775 

Chatham,  Ont  ;  Tth  April,  1888. 

Millers'  and  Manufacturers'  Insurance  Company, 
24  Church  Street,  Toronto. 

Gentlemen, — At  the  fire  which  recently  destroyed  our  cooper  shop  and  adjoin- 
ing foundry  the  importance  of  having  always  ready  for  use  plenty  of  pails  filled 
with  salt  water  was  clearly  demonstrated.  The  fire  commenced  in  the  early  morn- 
ing of  the  15th  February.  A  strong  cold  wind  was  blowing  direct  on  the  mill  and 
^levator,  encircling  them  with  blazing  shingles  and  sparks.  The  wind  drove  some 
of  the  sparks  through  a  small  opening  at  the  top  of  ttie  elevator,  some  75  feet  from 
the  ground,  and  in  a  moment  the  upper  part  was  in  a  blaze.  Some  of  the  men,  who 
were  on  guard,  ran  up  stairs  and  promptly  extinguished  the  fire  in  its  incipient 
stage  by  using  the  pails  and  water  casks,  which  are  always  kept  on  hand  for  that 
purpose.  We  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  this  the 
elevator,  together  with  a  heavy  stock  of  grain,  undoubtedly  would  have  been  burnt 
to  the  groand.  We  may  mention  that  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  reach  the 
spot  with  hose. 

Campbell,  Stevens  &  Co . 

The  elevator  and  grain  at  the  time  of  the  fire  was  fully  worth  $50,000.  C.  S.  &  Co. 


O. 

HAND-IN-HAND  MUTUAL  FliJB  INSUKANCB  COMPANY  (POUNDED  1873). 

RULES. 

Instructions  to  AgentSt 

The  following  rules  will  serve  as  your  guide  in  carrying  on  your  agency,  and 
are  framed  with  the  view  of  obviating  constant  reference  to  the  chief  office  for  instruc- 
tion : — 
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Character  of  Applicants. 

You  will  guard  against  aecepting  proposals  from  persons  of  doubtful  character, 
and  those  for  insurance  on  property  in  the  occupation  of  disreputable  tenants. 

Other  considerations,  such  as  the  pecuniary  embarrassment  of  the  applicant,  a 
disposition  to  overvalue  his  property,  risk  from  threats  or  from  probable  designs  on 
the  part  of  enemies  of  the  applicant,  and  any  other  peculiar  conditions  which  may 
commend  themselves  to  you  as  worthy  to  influence  you  in  accepting  or  declining, 
command  your  rigid  scrutiny. 

Applications  for  Insurance. 

Must  be  written  on  the  printed  foi-ras  furniahed  by  the  chief  office  at  Toronto. 
Tou  will,  before  granting  an  interim  receipt,  see  that  every  questioa  in  the  form  is 
fully  and  fairly  answered,  and  that  a  complete,  clear  and  distinct  diagram  of  the 
building  proposed  for  insurance,  or  in  which  property  proposed  for  insurance  is 
placed,  is  sketched  on  the  back  thereof. 

Tou  will,  personally,  thoroughly  examine  the  conditions  of  all  property  offered 
'for  insurance,  and  will  not  commit  such  examination  to  a  sub  agent  or  assistant. 

You  will  mark  well  the  condition  of  the  buildings,  the  risk  to  which  they  are 
exposed  fro.n  without  as  well  as  from  within,  their  contiguity  to  other  buildings,  and 
their  risks  therefrom. 

You  will  personally  verify  the  correctness  of  the  plan  sketched  on  the  back  of 
the  application  form,  particularly  that  portion  of  it  which  specifies  the  distance  from 
other  buildings;  and  you  will  satisfy  yourself  that,  in  all  other  respects,  the  condi- 
tions of  the  property  offered  for  insurance  are  truly  described  therein. 

You  will  note  how  ashes  are  disposed  of,  whether  they  are  deposited  in  a  wooden, 
receptacle  near  to  the  building,  or  to  others  adjacent  thereto,  aud  when  habitual 
negligence  in  this  or  in  other  important  particulars  is  manifest,  you  will  decline  the 
risk. 

In  considering  an  application,  you  will  be  so  cautious  and  punctillious  as  that  no 
exception  could  be  taken  to  your  acceptance,  were  the  property  to  be  destroyed  on 
the  day  following  its  date. 

You  will,  in  every  case,  give  your  own  independent  opinion  of  the  risk. 

You  will  mail  all  applications  to  the  chief  office  at  Toronto  on  the  day  on  which 
they  are  received. 

Limit  for  Insurance. 

Yon  will  not,  in  any  one  locality,  without  special  authority,  accept  one  or  more 
risks  which,  in  the  event  of  a  fire  occurring,  would  endanger  a  loss,  in  that  locality, 
to  the  company,  of  a  greater  amount  than  the  following  : — 

Ist.  On  fireproof,  stone    or  brick  buildings,  roofed  with 

slate,  metal,  gravel  or  shingles  in  mortar 

2nd.  On  stone  or  brick  buildings,  roofed  with  wood 

3rd.  On  rough-cast  buildings,  or  buildings  entirely  of  wood, 

(according  to  risk) 

You  will  generally  avoid  accepting  risks  on  leasehold,  vacant  or  disputed  pro- 
iperty.  This  rule  does  not  refer  to  valuable  leasehold  having  a  considerable  time  to  run. 

Application  for  Insurance  on  Mortgaged  Property 
Should  be   made  by   the    mortgagor,  in  order   to    avoid   the  possibility  of  a 
■double  insurance  by  mortgagor  and  mortgagee  on  the  same  property. 

Endorsements. 

You  will  at  once  forward  copies  of  all  endorsements  required  to  ba  made  on  a 
policy  to  the  chief  office  at  Toronto,  for  approval,  without  which  you  will  make  no 
alteration  or  endorsement  thereon. 

3-44^ 
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The  Value  of  Property 

Offered  for  insurance  is  a  consideration  of  vital  importance,  and  will  require- 
your^strictest  examination.  Yon  will  in  no  case  accept  a  risk  for  a  proportion  of  more 
than  two-thirds  to  three-fourths  of  the  actual  cash  value  of  the  praperty. 

Division  of  Bisk. 

In  taking  applications,  you  will  see  that  the  different  amounts  required  to  be 
insured  on  different  kinds  of  property  under  the  same  policy,  are  respectively  appor- 
tioned thus : — 

On  a  brick  dwelling,  roofed  with  shingles,  in  mortar  (No. 

1  on  diagram) 81,000 

On  household  furniture  therein  contained 1,000 

On  wearing  apparel  do  500 

On  piano  do  200 

On  printed  books  do  300 

$3,000 

You  will  also  see  that  specified  amounts  are  placed  on  each  building  or  tenement 
required  to  be  insured. 

Compensation 

Will  be  a  commission  of  per  cent,  on  all  premiums  transmitted  to  the  head 

office,  which  allowance  is  to  cover  postages  and  all  other  expenses.  No  other  charge 
or  expense  will  be  allowed  unless  upon  the  written  order  of  the  president,  counter- 
signed by  the  secretary. 

Accounts 

Must  be  made  up  to  the  last  day  of  each  month,  and  mailed,  together  with  a  remit- 
tance of  the  exact  amount  of  balance,  so  that  they  may  reach  the  chief  oflSce  at 
Toronto  on  the  3rd  day  of  the  month  following,  at  latest. 

Losses, 

Upon  the  occurrence  of  a  loss  covered,  or  partially  covered,  by  one  of  the  com- 
pany's policies,  you  will  at  once  acquaint  the  chief  office  at  Toronto  with  the  fact  by 
telegraph,  stating  the  name  of  the  insured  and  the  number  of  the  policy,  and  prob- 
able extent  of  lo8s,  and  will  by  first  post  give  the  fullest  particulars  as  to  partial  or 
total  loss  and  extent  of  same,  the  cause  of  fire,  whether  any  suspicions  exist  of  the 
conduct  of  the  insured,  or  of  others,  in  respect  thereof,  what  other  companies,  if  any, 
are  concerned  in  the  loss,  and  all  other  particulars  which  you  may  deem  of  import- 
ance or  of  interest  to  the  company,— waiting  instructions  from  the  chief  office  or  the 
arrival  of  the  inspector. 

In  the  case  of  a  partial  loss  of  merchandise,  you  will  see  that  the  goods  are  at 
once  assorted  and  arranged  according  to  class,  separating  the  damaged  from  the 
undamaged  goods  so  that  the  damage  can  be  easily  ascertained,  and  otherwise  placed 
in  a  condition  for  appraisal,  in  the  maoner  described  in  the  policy. 

Tou  will  answer  all  questions  as  to  mode  of  procedure  for  recovery  of  claims  by 
referring  applicants  to  the  instructions  and  conditions  in  this  regard  embodied  in  the 
policy. 

Bates. 
It  would  be  impossible  to  frame  a  table  of  rates  applicable   to   every   case    and 
you  will  understand  that  the  table  annexed  gives   the   rate   for   ordinary   risks.     It 
will  be  found  that  unforeseen  hazards  sometimes  present  themselves,  demanding  an 
increased  rate.  ° 

In  circumstances  under  which  you  may  consider  it  for  the  interest  of  the  com- 
pany to  alter  the  rate,  either  by  way  of  increase  or  abatement,  you  will  be  guided  to 
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flome  extent  by  the  rates  of  other  respectable  companies  having  agencies  in  your 
neighborhood.  "^ 

There  is  a  constant  endeavor  on  the  part  of  applicants  to  beat  dowa  the  rates, 
and  although  the  temptation  may  be  strong  to  abate  a  very  little  in  order  to  obtain 
business,  it  must  be  steadily  resisted,  as  whenever  rates  are  unwarrantably  reduced, 
the  result  must  be  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the  company,  and  the  insured. 

Eeasonable  men,  when  the  matter  is  properly  explained,  must  admit  that  the 
best  guarantee  they  can  have  for  the  payment  of  a  loss  is,  that  the  company  has 
received  a  sufficient  premium  to  enable  them  to  meet  their  engagements. 

Special  Hazards. 
Applications  for  insurance  on  special  hazards,  or  property  where  steam   is   used 
for  propelling  machinery,  must  be  approved  by  the   head  office   at  Toronto   betore 
issuing  an  interim  receipt  or  making  the  company  liable  for  loss  or  damage,  and  for 
which  special  application  blanks  will  be  furnished. 

CLASSIFICATION. 

1st  Class — Stone  or  brick  buildings  roofed  with  metal,  gravel,  slate,  or  shingles 
laid  in  mortar. 

2Qd  Class — Stone  or  brick  buildings  roofed  with  shingles. 
3rd  Class — Frame  rough-cast,  or  veneered  with  brick. 
4th  Class — Wooden  buildings. 

Mansard  roofs — Other  than  stone,  brick  or  iron,  extra. 
Steam  hoists — extra. 

SCALE  OP  CASH  RATES. 


Occupation. 


Academies,  Day  Schools  and  Colleges 

Auctioneers - ^ 

Apothecaries - 

Agricultural  Implement  and  Seed  Sale  Rooms 
Alcohol  and  liiquor.s  in  Casks 


Bakers • - 

Bams ~ 

Basket  Makers 

Ball  Alleys 

Billiard  Rooms - 

Blacksmiths 

Blacking  Makers 

Booksellers 

Bookbinders 

Boarding  Houses,  Public 

Brasafounders  and  Coppersmiths - 

Brushmakers - 

Boots  and  Shoes,  Sale  Shop — •■ 

do  hy  steam 

do  without  steam 

do  cutt'g  an4  upp.  sewing  only 

Butchers'  Shops 

Barbers'  Shops 

Bottling  Cellars " 

Box  Makers,  Paper  and  Baud 

do  do  with  steam 


Building. 
Class  of  Risk. 
Bate  per  $100. 


50 

75 

1  00 

75 
60 

75 

60 

75 

75 

75 

75 

1  00 

75 

75 

75 

1  25 

1  00 

75 

See 

75 

76 

75 

75 

75 

1  25 

1  50 


65 

1  00 
1  25 
1  00 

75 

1 


00 
75 
00 
00 
1  00 
1  00 
1  25 
1  00 
1  00 
1  00 
I  50 
1  25 
1  00 
special 
90 
90 
1  00 
1  00 
1  00 
1  50 
1  75 


3rd. 

1  00 

1  25 

1  50 

1  35 

1  25 

1  60 

85 

1  50 

1  50 

1  50 

1  60 

1  50 

1  50 

1  50 

1  50 

1  75 

1  50 

1  25 

Risks. 

1  25 

1  25 

1  36 

1  35 

1  35 

1  75 

2  00 

1  25 

2  00 
2  00 
1  75 

1  50 

2  00 

1  00 

2  00 
2  00 


1  75 


1  75 
I  75 


Contents. 
Class  of  Risk. 
Rate  per  $100. 


1st. 


2nd. 

3rd. 

65 

1  00 

1  25 

1  50 

1  50 

1  75 

1  00 

1  35 

75 

1  25 

1  00 

1  60 

75 

85 

1  00 

1  50 

1  00 

I  60 

1  25 

1  50 

1  00 

1  60 

1  50 

2  00 

1  00 

1  50 

1  25 

1  50 

1  00 

1  50 

1  50 

1  76 

1  50 

I  75 

1  00 

I  50 

1  25 

1  50 

1  25 

1  60 

1  00 

1  36 

1  00 

1  35 

1  00 

1  35 

1  75 

2  00 

2  25 

2  50 

4th. 


1  25 

2  00 
2  00 
1  75 
1  50 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
50 

1  75 

2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
1  75 

1  76 
1  75 
1  75 
1  75 

1  75 

2  26 
2  76 
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RECORDS. 


SCALE  OF  CASH  'RA.TES— Continued. 


Occupation. 


Carpenters'  and   other  workmen's  Kiak  per 
month,  extra „. 

Carpenters' Shops 

Carvers    and    Gilders,    no    carpenter   work 
allowed 

Clothing,  Wholesale  Manufacturing  by  steam 
do        Shop,  without  steam 

Coal  Oil  (See  page  32) - 

Colleges 

Concert  Rooms,  Public  Halls 

Confectioners 

do  Manufacturing.... 

Coppersmiths  and  Braes  Founders 

Cotton  in  Bales 

Cornbroom  Makers 

Court  Houses - 

Crockery  and  Glassware,  wholesale  and  retail 

Caloric  Engines , Extra. 

Churches  (Sea  Organs) , 

(May  be  insured    for   3   years  for  2  yearly 
rates.) 

Clothing,  Retail  Sale  Shop 

Coopers' Shops 

Carnage  Sale  Rooms 

Chbinet  Makers,  by  hand. 

Cigar  Makers 

Cork  Cutters _ 

Curriers 

Chignon  Makers  (no  singeing) 


Dentists „ 

Drill  Sheds - 

Dry  Goods,  Millinery  and  Fancy  Goods,  Whole- 
sale  -..   -    

Dry  Goods,  Wholesale  (Staple) 

do  Retail 

Druggist?,  Wholesale  and  Retail 

Dwellings 

Dyers 


BnilDlNG. 

Glass  of  Risk. 
Rate  per  $100. 


Ist.      2nd.      3rd.      4th, 


10 

2  00 

1  00 

1  00 

75 

50 

1  00 

75 

1  00 

1  25 

75 

1  00 

60 

75 

15 

50 


Eating  Houses,  Saloons , 

EngraTers 

Esparato  Grass,  in  stacks  or  buildings 

Fancy  Goods  and  small  wares,  Wholesale,. 

Flour  and  Feed  Stores 

Furniture   Sale  Shops,  no  repairing  or  other 

work  done „ 

Furniture  Hale  Shops,  including  repairing  and 

upholstering  only 

Furriers  and  Hatters 


Gas  and  Steam  Fitters 

Grain  Store „ , 

Greenhouses 

do         tor  three  years.. 

Grocers,  Wholesale 

do   Retail 

Gunsmiths , 


15 
75 
00 
00 
75 
75 
50 
00 

75 
50 

60 

60 

75 

00 

37J 

00 


1  00 
75 

2  OO 

60 
75 

75 

1  00 
75 

1  26 

75 


60 
75 
75 


10 
2  25 

1  25 

1  25 

90 

65 
1  25 

1  00 


1  25 
1  50 

90 
1  25 

75 
1  00 

15 

60 


1 

00 

1 

00 

1 

75 

2 

25 

1 

CO 

60 

75 

75 

1 

00 

1 

25 

45 

1 

25 

1 

25 

1 

00 

2 

00 

75 

1 

00 

1 

CO 

1 

25 

1 

00 

1 

50 

90 

75 

1 

00 

1 

00 

10 
2  50 

1  50 

2  00 
1  35 

1  00 


1  75 
1  25 
1  50 
1  25 
1  35 
15 
75 


1  35 

2  25 

1  50 

2  50 
1  35 

1  35 

2  00 
2  50 

1  35 

75 

1  25 
1  25 
1  35 
1  60 
50 

1  50 

2  00 

1  35 

2  00 

1  25 
1  35 


10 
3  00 

2  CO 
2  60 
1  75 


1  50 

2  00 
15 

1  00 


1  75 

2  75 

2  00 

3  00 
1  75 

1  75 

2  25 
2  75 

2  00 
1  00 

1  50 
1  50 

1  75 

2  00 
62^ 

2  00 


OONTKNTB. 

Class  of  Risk. 

Kate  per  $100. 

1st. 

2ud. 

3rd. 

4th. 

10 

10 

10 

10 

2  00 

2  25 

2  60 

3  00 

1  25 

1  50 

1  75 

2  00 

1  25 

1  60 

2  00 

2  50 

1  00 

1  35 

1  60 

1  75 

50 

65 

1  00 

1  26 

1  25 

1  50 

1  75 

2  00 

1  00 

1  25 

1  60 

2  00 

1  25 

1  50 

1  76 

2  00 

1  25 

1  50 

1  76 

2  00 

1  00 

1  25 

1  60 

2  00 

1  25 

1  50 

1  75 

2  00 

60 

76 

1  25 

1  50 

85 

1  00 

1  60 

2  00 

15 

15 

15 

15 

85 
1  75 

1  25 

2  00 
1  00 

85 

1  50 

2  00 

85 
50 

75 
60 
85 

1  25 
37J 

1  00 


2  50  1  00 
2  00  85 
2  CO   2  00 


1 

35 

1 

60 

1 

36 

1 

75 

1 

25 

1 

25 

1 

35 

1 

35 

1  50 
1  75 

1  75 

2  00 

1  50 

2  00 
1  50 

62i 
1  00 
1  60 
1  75 
1  75 


75 
85 

85 

00 
00 


1  25 

75 


60 
85 
85 


1  00 

2  00 

1  50 

2  26 
1  25 
1  CO 

1  75 

2  25 

1  00 
60 

90 

75 

1  00 

1  50 

45 

1  25 

1  25 

1  00 

2  00 

90 
1  00 

1  00 

1  25 
1  25 

1  50 

90 


75 
1  00 
1  00 


1  50 
75 

1  25 
1  25 
1  36 
1  75 
50 
1  50 


1  35 


1  75 
1  25 


1  25 
1  35 
1  35 


1  75 

2  75 

2  00 

3  00 

2  00 

1  76 

2  26 

2  76 

2  00 

1  00 

1  50 

1  60 

1  75 

2  00 

62^ 

2  00 

2  50 

2  00 

2  00 

1  60 

1  75 

1  76 

2  00 

2  00 

2  00 

1  60 

62} 

1  00 

1  50 

1  75 

1  76 

INSUUANCE. 
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SO  ALE  OF  CASH  RATES— ConMnwea, 


Occupation 


Glass  Stainera,  using  Dry  Heat, 
Glove  Makers,  -with  Steam 

do           without  Steam 
Glue  Makers 

Hardware,   Wholesale,  if  Oils  (not  Coal  Oil 

or  its  products)  or  Turpentine  are  stored 
Hardware,  Retail,  if  Oils  (not  Coal  Oil  or  its 

Products)  or  Turpentine  are  stored 

(With  warranty  iu  policy,  prohibiting  hazar- 
dous substances,  such  as  Excelsior, Egypt- 
ian Grass.  &c.) 
Hardware,  iVholesale  (no  Oils) 
do        Retail  (no  Oils)  .j.... 
(With  warranty  in  policy,  prohibiting  hazar- 
dous substauces,  such  as  Excelsior,  Egypt 
ian  Grass,  Ac.) 
Harness  Makers  and  Saddler  Shops- 
Hatters  and  Furriers 

Hemp • •■ 

Hotels  

Hospitals ' 

Household  and  other   Furniture   ana    iitlects 

(same  as  Dwellings.) 
Houses  ot  Refuge  (same  as  Hospitals.) 
Hat  Factories— Felt,  with  Steam. 
do             Silk,  with  Steam, 
do             Straw,  with  ateam 
Hoop  Skirt  Makers - 


Ice  Houses  and  their  Stables 


Jails  (same  as  Court  Houses) 
Japanners V'^'T'-i 

Jewellers'  Stores,  Wholesale  and  Retail 
do        Working  and  Silversmiths 


Leather  Stocks,  Wholesale 

do  Retail 

Livery  Stables 

Lunatic  and  other  Asylums 
Leather  Belt  Manufactures,  with  Steam 
^Q  do        without  steam 

Laundries 

Lithographers,  with  Steam 

do  without  Steom. 


Market  Halls -•""  "Voi 

Milliners'  and  Dressmakers   Shops 
Musical  Instruments  and  Music  Sellers 

Marble  Shops  and  Stock 

do     Manufacturers  by  power 


Nunneries  . 
Qo        3 


Oakum  .- 
Opticians 


1  50 

1  75 
3  00 

1  25 

2  00 
1  76 

1  75 

2  00 
1  75 
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RECORDS. 


SCALE   OP   CASH  RATES— Condudei. 


OOCUPATION. 


Orcnns    in    Oharcheg,    and  Stained   Glass") 
Windows [■ 

Ornaments  and  Vestments  in  Churches  J 

(  When  insured  in  connection  with  the  build- 
ing, 'he  building  rate  may  be  ctarged.) 

Oil  and  Color  Stores 


Painters  and  Paint  Shops  

Photographers 

Plasterers',  Painters'  find  Plambers'  Risk,  or 

Workmen,  per  month 

Plumbers'  Shops 

Printing  Offices,  no  Steam 

do  with  Steam- 

Plated  Ware  Manufacturing 


Rag  Stores 

Restaurants  and  Saloons. 
Roofing  Felt  Stock  


Saddlers  and  HarneES  Makers 

Sail  Lofts 

Saloons  and  Restaurants 

Ship  Chandlers 

Shoemakers,  by  hand 

Sewing  \fachine  Sain  Shops.  

Silversmiths  and  Working  Jewellers 

Small  Wares  and  Fancy  Goods,    Wholesale. ... 

Stationers,  Ketail- 

do        Wholesale  (no  rags  stored) 

Stables,  Private 

Stables,   "  Livery  or  Tavern  " 

Stained  and  Painted  Glass  in  Churches 

Steam  Engines,  when  not  already  provided  for, 

extra   

Storage,  General 

Soda  Water  Factory 

Sliirt  and  Linen  Collar  Makers,  by  steam. 

do                          do            without  steam 
Scale  Makers,  no  wood  work 


Tailors 

Taverns 

Telearaph  Offices. - 

Tinsmiths , 

Tobacconists 

Town  Halls 

Trnnkraakers 

Type  Founders  

Toy  Shops,  Retail. 


Upholsterers  (See  Furniture  Sale  Shops,  no  re- 
pairing or  upholstering) 


Varnish  Storehouses.. 


Wire  Workers 

Wood  Workers  of  all  kinds,  eztra.. 

Wool      

Working  Jewellers  and  Silversmiths.. 
Wooden  Ware  Sale  Shops 


Building. 
Class  of  Risk. 
Rate  per  $100. 


I  00 

75 
75 

10 
1  25 

75 
1  CO 

75 

1  50 
1  00 
1  00 

75 

75 

1  00 

1  00 

75 

75 

75 

60 

75 

60 

60 

1  50 

See  0 

25 
75 
1  00 
1  00 
75 
75 

75 
1  00 

75 
1   25 

75 
1  00 

75 
1  00 

75 


1  00 

4  00 

75 
1  50 
60 
75 
75 


2nd. 

I  25 

1  00 

1  00 

10 

1  50 

1  00 

1  25 

1  00 

1  75 

1  25 

1  25 

1  00 

1  00 

1  25 

1  25 

1  00 

1  00 

1  00 

76 

1  00 

75 

75 

1  75 

rgans. 

25 

90 

1  25 

1  25 

90 

90 

1  00 

I  25 

1  00 

1  50 

1  00 

1  25 

1  00 

1  25 

1  00 

1  25 

1  50 

1  35 
1  35 

10 
1  75 
1  50 
1  75 
1  35 


2  00 
2  00 
1  50 

1  35 

1  35 

2  00 
1  50 


4  00 

1  00 
1  50 
75 
1  00 
1  00 


50 
1  25 

1  50 

2  00 
1  35 
I  35 

1  35 

2  00 
1  35 
1  75 
i  35 
1  60 
1  35 
1  50 
1  35 


1  60 

4  00 

1  50 
1  50 
1  25 
1  35 
1  36 


4th. 

2  00 

2  CO 

2  00 

10 

2  00 

1  75 

2  00 

2  00 

2  50 

2  50 

2  00 

1  75 

1  76 

2  50 

2  00 

1  75 

1  75 

2  00 

1  50 

1  50 

1  50 

1  00 

3  00 

50 

I  50 

2  00 

2  50 

1  75 

1  75 

1  75 

2  50 

1  75 

2  00 

1  75 

2  00 

2  00 

2  00 

1  75 

2  00 

4  00 

2  00 

1  50 

1  60 

2  00 

1  75 

Contents. 
Clas,s  of  Risk. 
Rate  per  $100. 


75 


1  26 

1  00 
1  25 

10 
1  25 

85 
1  25 
1  00 

1  50 

1  00 
I  25 

85 

85 

1  00 

I  25 

85 

1  00 

1  00 

75 

85 

75 

60 

1  50 


85 
1  00 

85 
1  25 
1  00 
1  00 
1  00 
1  25 
1  00 


1  00 
4  00 

85 
1  50 

75 
1  00 
1  00 


2nd. 

1  00 

1  50 

1  25 

1  50 

10 

1  50 

1  00 

1  50 

1  25 

1  75 

1  25 

1  50 

1  CO 

I  00 

1  25 

1  50 

I  00 

1  25 

1  25 

90 

1  00 

90 

75 

1  75 

25 

90 

1  50 

1  50 

1  25 

1  25 

1  00 

1  25 

1  00 

1  50 

1  25 

1  25 

1  25 

1  69 

1  25 

I  25 

4  00 

1  00 

1  50 

90 

1  25 

1  26 

3rd. 

4th. 

1  25 

1  50 

1  75 

2  00 

1  76 

2  00 

I  76 

2  00 

10 

10 

1  76 

2  00 

1  76 

2  00 

2  00 

2  50 

I   50 

2  00 

2  00 

2  50 

2  00 

2  50 

1  75 

2  00 

1  35 

1  75 

1  35 

1  75 

2  00 

2  50 

1  75 

2  00 

1  50 

1  76 

1  50 

2  00 

1  50 

2  00 

1  2.1 

1  50 

1  511 

2  00 

1  25 

1  50 

85 

1  00 

2  50 

3  00 

60 

50 

1  25 

1  50 

1  75 

2  00 

2  00 

2  60 

1  50 

1  75 

1  60 

1  75 

1  60 

t  75 

2  00 

2  50 

1  35 

1  75 

1  76 

2  00 

1  50 

2  00 

1  50 

2  09 

1  60 

2  00 

1  75 

2  00 

1  50 

1  76 

I  50 

2  00 

4  00 

4  00 

1  50 

2  00 

1  50 

1  50 

1  25 

1  60 

1  50 

2  00 

1  50 

1  75 

INSURANCE. 
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SPECIAL  RISKS. 


OOODI'ATION. 


1.  Agbioultdbal  Implement  Faotopies Propelled  by  Water-power..., 

Propelled  by  Steam-power   

Kxtra  when  Planing  Machines  aie  used,  or  when  fire-heat  ia  employed 

for  seasoning  Wood  

Or  when  both  are  used  on  the  same  premises .. 

2.  Axe,  Shovel  and  Tool  Factories— When  no  wood-work  is  done  oa  the 

piemises 

When  wood-work  is  done 

3.  BjOTs  AND  Shoes,  Manufacturing  by  steam  

4.  Bbbwkkies  (See  Malt  Houses)  „ 

Extra  for  Kilns  and  Steam  Engines,  each 

5.  Cattle  Shkds — Over  eighty  feet  distant  from  Distilleries 

For  each  ten  feet  nearer  than  eighty  feet,  25c.,  until  specially  rated  .. 

6.  Cigar  Factories  ,, 

7.  Coach  Builders  and  Carriage  Makbbs— Without  Steam 

With  steam  , ^ 

8.  *0oTTON  Mills — Worked  by  Water  or  Steam-power , 

9.  Distilleries 

10.  Dredges,  $1  50,  and  Floating  Elevators,  $1.75 — Steam 

11.  *Flax  Mills  (no  Scutching  to  be  done  in  or  near  the  Mill) 

If  ScutcuiuK  is  done  in  or  near  the  Mill 

Flour  Mills — Propelled  by  Water-power , 

The  same  propelled  by  Steam-power , 

Barley  or  Oat  Mill,  Water-power 

Steam-power 

Extra  when  Wool  is  carded  on  the  premises   

Gas  Works— Retort  House  not  included  (and  to  be  out  of  danger) 

14.  Grain  Elevators — Worked  by  Water  or  Horse-power 

Worked  by  Steam-power 

India-Rubber  Factories 

Iron  Foundries — No  wood-work  done  on  the  premises  

When  connected  with  Pattern  Shop 

(Patterns  not  insurable  unless  by  special  agreement.) 

Last  Factories - 

Macbinbrt  Works — When  no  wood-work  is  done  on  the  premises 

When  wood-work  is  done  on  the  premises 

Malt-Houses  — Separate  from  Breweries,  with  not  more  lhan  two  kilns.. 
Nail  H'actoRieS — With  Earthen  or  Brick  Flooring  on  has  'ment  story 

With  Wooden  Flooring  on  basement  story 

Extra  whea  Spike  Machines  are  used , 

Oil  and  Drog  Mills ..•■  _■ 

When  Gila  or  other  Liquids  are  boiled  on  or  near  the  premises 

Oil-Cloth  Factoriis — <» 

Paper  Mills— Propelled  by  Water-power 

do  Steam-power • 

Extra  when  Rags  (except  a  day's  supply)  are  stored  in  or  near  the 

Mill -   - 

Planing  Mills,  Furniture  Manufactories,  Pail,  Shingle,  Rake.  Win- 
dow Sash,  and  Blind  Faotobies 

When  worked  by  c:team-power   

PoBK  Packing  and  Curing  Houses— Cutting,  Salting  and  Packing  only 

Add  for  privilege  of  Smoking 

do  Rendering 

When  both  Smokiag  and  Rendering  are  done  add  only 

PoT  AND  Pearl  ashbries - ••••' 

Rops  Works— forked  by  Water-power - 

Wurked  by  Steam-power " 

•  Note. Picking  to  be  in  separate  compartment,  and  no  fires  or  lights 

otherwise,  charge     c.  extra. 
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13. 


16. 
16. 


17. 
18. 

19. 
20. 


21 


22 
23. 


24. 


25. 


26. 
27. 


Rates  on  Buildings  and 
Contents. 

Class  of  Risk. 

Rate  per  $100. 


Ist. 


2  75 
4  00 

1  00 

2  00 

2  00 

3  00 
1  25 
1  60 

25 
1  00 


2nd. 


1  25 

2  00 

3  00 

2  50 

3  25 


3  00 

4  00 

2  00 

3  00 

2  50 

3  50 
75 
60 
26 
00 
00 

oo 

00 


3  00 

1  50 

2  50 
1  50 

1  50 

2  50 
50 

2  75 

4  50 
2  50 
2  00 
2  50 

1  00 

4  00 

5  CO 
75 
50 
00 
25 
50 
00 
00 


3  00 

4  50 

1  00 

2  00 

2  26 

3  25 
1  50 
1  76 

26 
1  25 


1  50 

2  25 

3  25 
3  00 
3  60 


3  25 

1  75 

2  75 

1  V5 

2  00 

3  00 
50 

3  00 

4  75 
3  50 

2  25 

3  00 

1  00 

4  25 
6  00 
1  00 

50 
00 
26 
75 
00 
00 


3rd  and 
4th. 


permitted  within  it;  if 
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SPECIAL  BISKS— Concluded. 


Occupation. 

Rates  on  Buildings  and 

OONTBNTS. 

Glass  of  Risk. 
Rate  per  $100. 

1st. 

2nd. 

2  25 

1  75 

2  75 

1  75 
50 

2  25 

1  00 
6  00 

25 

25 

50 

3  00 

2  75 
2  25 

2  00 
■i  25 
1  00 

3  00 

1  50 

2  60 
50 

4  i5 

1  00 

2  00 
50 
50 

3rd  and 
4th. 

28.  Rolling  Mills „ „ _ 

29.  Safe  Makers,  no  wood-work 

do            with  wood-work 

30.  Saw  Factoriss,  no  tempering 

2  00 

1  50 

2  60 

1  50 
50 

2  00 

1  00 
5  00 

50 

2  50 
2  25 
1  75 

1  60 

2  00 

1  00 

2  50 

1  00 

2  00 
60 

4  00 

1  00 

1  50 

50 

60 

2  50 

2  00 

3  00 

2  OO 

Tempering  extra , _ 

31.  Saw  Mills — Propelled  by  Water-power  

60 
3  00 

Extra  when  Planing  Machines  are  used  in  above 

Propelled  by  Steam  „ 

When  covered  with  Metal  or  other  first-class  Roofing,  deduct 

Saw  Mills—  Propelled  by  Steam  : 

When  Boiler  and  Eagine  are  in  a  firEt-class  building  attached  to  Mill, 
deduct 

When  covered  with  Metal  or  other  first-class  Roofing,  and  having  the 
Boiler  and  Engine-House  at  least  40  feet  distant,  deduct-- 

1  08 

7  00 

25 

25 
1  00 

Saw  Mills,  Silent      ......^ 

32.  Soap  and  Candle  Factories  

3  50 
3  25 

When  steam  is  used  for  boiling 

33.  Spick  Mills  and  Coffee  Roasters 

3  00 
2  50 

34.  Staboh  Factories _ 

If  Boxes  are  made  on  the  premises  add  

35.  SoGAR  AND  Syrup  Refineries— With  Steam  Kilns , 

3  00- 
1  00 
5  00 

36.  Sewisg  Machijje  Makers,  no  wood-work 

2  OO 

do                     with  wood-work 

37.  Tanneries  and  Bark  Extract  Factories , 

Extra  tor  Japanning 

38.  TuEACco  Factories— Drying  done  by  Steam  

Drying  done  by  Stoves,  extra 

3  00 
50 

4  50 
1  00 
3  00 

60 

ForSnnfifMills                   do     

SO 

39.  Wood,  Bituminous  Goal  and  Lumber  Yards— Distant  from  other  yards 
or  other  external  exposure   100  feet,  enclosed  with  wall  or  tight 
ft-nce      

1  CO 

When  without  such  fence  or  wall  

2  00 

Hard  Coal  

1  00 

Thni  the  average  clause  be  inserted  in  all  cases  of  lumberyards. 
40.  'KNiTTihG,  Woolen,  Fulling  and   Carding  Mills— Worked  by  Water- 
power    , 

2  50 

3  00 
1  50 

3  00 

4  00 
2  00 

4  00 

41.  Wheelwrights  and  Wood  Turners ..' 

5  00 
3  00 

'Note— Picking  to  be  in  a  separate  compartment,  and  no  fires  or  lights  permitted  within  it ;  if 
otherwise  ch.arge  50  cents  extra. 

tteam,  when  used  occasionally  for  any  of  the  foregoing  special  risks,  20  cents  p.  c.  per  month  extra. 
EXTRA  RiTES  FOR  REFINED  COAL  OIL. 


— 

Building. 

Contents. 

Per  $100. 

Per  $100. 

15 
25 
50 

25 
40 

65 

1  to  3  Barrels,  no  extra  charge  , 

Over  3  and  not  exceeding  6  Barrels 
do     6  do  10     do 

do  10  do  20    do 

do  20— Special. 
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P. 

TORONTO  BOARD  OF  FIRE  UNDBRWRETERS. 

(Extracts  from  Minutes.) 

Toronto,  llth  February,  1887. 

Met  this  day  at  3  p.m,,  Alf.  W.  Smith  (Imperial),  vice-president,  in  the  chair. 
Minutes  of  the  10th  inst.  read  and  confirmed. 

57.  Peculiarity  of  Construction  of  a  Building. — On  motion,  the  following  rule  of' 
the  Canadian  Fire  Underwriters'  Association  was  unanimously  adopted,  as  follows : — 
"  That  when  a  risk,  from  peculiarity  of  construction  of  the  building,  is  better  than 
what  was  contemplated  when  the  minimum  tariff  was  established,  or  when  a  risk  of 
any  occupation  not  provided  for  in  schedule  rating  is  provided  with  fully  equipped 
automatic  sprinklers  or  automatic  fire  alarm,  it  shall  be  competent  for  this  board, 
on  application  being  made  by  the  assured  and  on  the  recommendation  of  the  secre- 
tary, to  specially  rate  such  risk,  anything  in  the  board  rules  or  ratings  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding." 

58.  Deposit  Guarantee. — At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  a  member  asked  if  the 
deposit  guarantee  of  $50,  required  by  section  20  of  the  rules,  as  amended  at  the 
annual  meeting,  had  been  complied  with.  The  secretary  read  the  names  of  the 
companies  that  had  made  the  deposit,  when  it  was  found  that  a  number  of  members 
had  not  yet  complied. 

It  was  then  moved  by  Mr.  Reed,  seconded  by  Mr.  Magurn,  That  whereas  a. 
number  of  companies,  members  of  this  board,  have  not  yet  complied  with  the  rule 
regarding  a  deposit,  be  it 

Besolved,  That  this  board  do  now  adjourn  to  this  day  week,  with  instructions  to 
the  secretary  to  communicate  with  those  companies  that  have  not  yet  made  the 
required  deposit,  and  report  to  the  board,  on  Thursday  next,  either  their  compliance 
with  the  rule  or  their  reason  for  refusal.     Carried  unanimously. 

ALF.  W.  SMITH,  Vice-President . 
ROBERT  MoLBAN,  secretary. 


Toronto,  18th  February,  1887. 

Dear  Sir,— I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  paragraph  No.  58,  of  the  minutes  of 
the  Toronto  Board,  of  the  17th  inst.,  as  below,  and  in  compliance  with  my  instruc- 
tions, I  respectfully  ask  you  to  forward  me  your  cheque  for  850.  No  cheque  will 
be  deposited  in   the  bank  until  all  companies  shall  have  complied  with  this  rule  ot 

the  Toronto  board. 

Tours  truly, 

ROBERT  MoLBAN,  Secretary. 


EXHIBIT  46a. 

CONSTITUTION  OF  TEE  CANADIAN  IRONFOUNDERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

Adopted  im  November,  1865,  revised  llth  May,  1872,  and  again  revised  28th  April,  1880. 


PREAMBLE. 


Whereas  great  loss  is  sustained  by  the  ironfounders  of  Canada,   from   want  of 
unitv  of  nnrpose  and  action  among  themselves,  which  would  empower  them   to 
eSlish  rules  for  the  regulation  of  the  price  of  their  manufacture b,  and  the  govern^ 
mS^their   workshops!   it   is  therefor'e  ^^^^r^'^^fXHZao  "   """ 
for  the  protection  and  promotion  of  the  general  interests  of  the  trade. 


700  founders'  association. 


0ON8TITTJTION.     ' 

Art.  1.  This  association  sdall  be  named  the  "Canadian  Iron  Ponnders'  Asso- 
ciation." 

An.  2.  The  Canadian  Iron  Founders'  Association  is  formed  for  the  following 
purposes  : 

Pirst : — The  fixing  of  a  general  uniform  rate  for  stoves  and  other  foundry  wares. 

Second  : — The  obtaining,  by  united  action  among  the  members,  power  to  con- 
trol their  workshops. 

Third: — The  cultivation  of  friendly  feeling  and  of  mutual  confidence  among  the 
■members . 

Art.  3.  The  members  of  the  association  shall  all  be  iron  founders. 

Art.  4.  The  annual  subscription  fee  shall  be  ten  dollars,  or  such  amount  as  shall 
be  required  to  meet  necessary  association  expenses,  payable  at  any  time  after  the  first 
regular  meeting  in  each  year  on  draft  or  call  of  the  treasurer. 

Art.  5.  Firms  paying  the  above  fees;  and  subscribing  to  the  constitution  of  the 
association,  shall  be  considered  members,  and  be  entitled  to  vote  on  any  question, 
«ach  firm  having  one  vote. 

Art.  6.  The  officers  of  the  association  shall  consist  of  a  president,  vice-president, 
treasurer  and  secretary. 

Art.  7.  The  ofScers  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  at  the  first  regular  meeting  in 
each  year,  as  also  the  standing  committees. 

Art.  8  The  duties  of  the  president  shall  be  to  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  asso- 
ciation, to  verify  accounts  by  attaching  his  signature  to  them,  if  correct,  to  call 
special  meetings  at  the  request  of  three  voting  members,  and  to  cause  immediate 
action  to  be  taken  should  any  member  show  cause  of  complaint. 

Art.  9.  The  duties  of  the  vice-president  shall  be  to  preside  in  the  absence  of  the 
president,  and  to  perform  his  other  duties  when  he  is  unable  to  attend  thereto. 

Art.  10. — The  treasurer  shall  take  charge  of  all  moneys  belonging  to  the  associ- 
ation, keep  a  correct  account  of  all  receipts  and  disbursements,  and  pay  all  accounts 
certified  by  the  president  or  his  deputy. 

Art.  11. — The  secretary,  who  may  not  be  a  member,  shall  keep  all  books  and 
records  of  the  association,  conduct  all  correspondence,  attend  all  meetings,  and  make 
correct  minutes  of  the  same. 

Art.  12. — The  regular  meetings  of  the  association  shall  be  held  on  the  second 
Wednesday  of  February,  and  subsequent  meetings  from  time  to  time  during  the 
year,  as  may  be  agreed  upon  or  regularly  called  by  the  president. 

Art.  13. — To  constitute  a  quorum  at  a  regular  or  special  meeting,  there  shall  be 
present  at  least  five^voting  members. 

Art.  14. — To  alter  or  amend  the  constitution  or  by-laws  of  the  association,  a 
two-third  affirmation  vote  of  those  present,  who  are  voters,  shall  be  required.  The 
vote  shall  be  taken  at  one  of  the  regular  meetings,  and  one  month's  notice  of  the 
contemplated  alteration  or  amendment  shall  be  given  by  the  secretary  in  writing, 
who  shall  without  any  delay  notifiy  all  the  members  of  its  purport. 

BY-LAWS. 

1.  At  the  regular  meeting  of  the  association  the  order  of  business  shall  be  as 
follows ; — 

First. — The  constitution  and  by-laws  shall  be  read. 

Second.— Minutes  of  previous  meeting. 

Thiid. — Keportsof  committees. 

Fourth. — Communications  shall  be  received. 

Fifth. — Election  of  officers. 

Sixth. — General  business  transacted. 

2.  All  members  of  firms  present  shall  have  the   privilege  of  discussing  any  sub- 
ject under  consideration,  but  the  question  shall  be  settled  by  a  majority  of  votes. 

3.  All  resolutions  shall  be  in  writing. 
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4.  The  president  shall  vote  only  in  case  of  tie. 

5.  Any  member  or  members  having  caase  of  complaint,  shall  communicate  the 
same  to  the  president  (in  writing)  who  shall  without  delay  give  notice  of  the  same 
to  the  grievance  committee,  and  they  shall  take  immediate  aciiou  thereon. 

6.  The  travelling  expenses  incurred  by  the  direction  of  the  president  shall  be 
paid  out  of  the  funds  ot  the  association,  on  the  order  ot  the  president. 

7.  No  member  shall  be  at  liberty  to  retire  from  hia  obligation  in  connection 
with  the  association  until  after  the  same  has  been  discussed  at  a  meeting  called  for 
the  purpose,  of  which  due  notice  shall  be  given  to  all  members . 

8.  Should  I  he  president  receive  notice  of  withdrawal  from  any  member  or 
members,  he  shall  cause  the  secretary  to  give  immediate  notice  to  all  the  others, 
when  a  special  meeting  shall  be  called. 

9.  No  stoves  or  hollow-ware  to  be  shipped  from  manufacturers  unless  they  are 
previously  sold,  and  no  stove  or  hollow-ware  shall  be  sent  out  on  commission  or 
consignment  nor  shall  any  member  bo  allowed  to  store  stoves  or  hollow-ware  on  the 
premises  of  a  retail  dealer  or  under  his  charge.  This  rule  not  to  apply  to  Winnipeg 
jobbers  representing  members  of  this  association. 

10.  All  stoves  of  same  pattern,  design  and  number  shall  be  sold  at  a  uniform 
price,  whiah  will  be  arranged  annually  by  a  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

11.  No  contracts  shall  be  made  for  stoves  or  hollow-ware  to  extend  beyond  the 
current  association  year,  ending  with  the  second  Wednesday  in  February. 

12.  Members  shall  send  copies  of  their  latest  catalogues  and  price  list  to  all 
members  of  the  association  applying  for  the  same. 

13.  Whereas,  it  is  deemed  damaging  to  the  trade  to  manufacture  stoves  of  pre- 
cisely the  same  design,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  any  member  who  is  about  to  fit  up  an 
American  stove  or  pattern,  not  orieinsl,   to  notifiy  the   members  in  writing  ot  such 

intention  when  he  has  actually  purchased  his  patterns,  giving  name  of 

stove  and  maker  of  same,  where  the  party  so  doing  shall  be  entitled  to  the  exclusive 

control  of  such  pattern  or  design,  on  condition  that  the  stove  is  in  the 
market  within  six  months  of  such  notification  ;  further,  all  original 

patterns  shall  be  held  as  the  property  of  the  inventor  or  owner,  and  shall  be  registered 
with  the  association  ;  and  no  member  of  this  association  shall  appropriate  and  use 
for  patterns  any  castings  produced  by  any  other  member  except  by  mutual  agreement. 

14.  When  notice  is  given  by  any  member  of  the  purchase  of  a  new  stove  pattern 
for  manufacture,  the  secretary  shall  also  be  notified,  and  he  shall  upon  receipt  of 
such  notification,  register  in  a  book  kept  for  the  purpose,  the  hour  and  date  received 
for  reference  in  case  of  dispute.  The  notice  to  the  secretary  shall  be  accompanied 
by  a  fee  of  five  dollars  for  each  new  pattern  so  registered,  such  fee  to  be  at  once 
handed  by  the  secretary  to  the  treasurer,  and  by  him  passed  to  the  general  funds  of 
the  association.  If,  however,  the  stove  registered  is  not  manufactured  and  placed  in 
the  market  within  the  prescribed  six  months  the  fee  shall  be  forfeited  and  the  right 
to  protection  to  said  pattern  lost. 

15.  Members  may  register  any  given  name,  provided  such  name  (registered  or 
unregistered)  was  not  in  use  by  any  other  member  previous  to  the  1st  January,  1887, 
when  such  registration  shall  entitle  them  to  the  exclusive  use  of  same,  for  which  a 
fee  of  two  dollars  will  be   charged,   which   shall  pass   to   the  general  funds  of  the 

association.  .„      ,  ,  r  ^,.  ...        -? 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  applicant  to  notify  the  members  of  this  association  ot 

its  adoption  and  registration. 

167  In  cases  where  it  is  desired  to  make  prices  on  any  new  stove  or  make  changes 
in  old  prices  (rendered  necessary  by  alteration  of  weights,  or  otherwise)  when  the 
presence  of  the  auditor  cannot  be  immediately  secured,  members  may  have  the 
privilege  of  doing  so,  provided  that  before  quoting  such  prices  by  list  or  otherwise, 
they  shall  have  furnished  the  auditor  with  a  detailed  statement  showing  how  such 
prices  are  made  up,  which  statement  shall  be  made  on  a  form  of  affidavit  to  be  sup- 
plied by  the  auditor. 
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Should  a  member  fail  to  make  the  required  declaration  before  quoting  prices  for 
new  or  altered  stoves,  which  have  not  been  inspected  by  the  auditor,  he  shall  be 
liable  to  a  fine  of  not  less  than  $25  for  each  size  of  such  stove  infringing  this  rule. 

The  following  bond  of  agreement  has  been  adopted  by  the  association  and  must 
be  signed  by  each  member  : — 

BOND   OF   AGREEMENT. 

This  indenture  made  the  2l8t  day  of  February,  A.D,  1888,  between  the  under- 
signed members  of  the  Canadian  Iron  Founders'  Association, 

Witnesseth,  that  the  undersigned  members  of  such  association  hereby,  mutually, 
both  for  themselves  and  their  respective  firms,  covenant  and  agree  with  each  other 
as  follows :  — 

1.  That  they  and  each  of  them  will  strictly  adhere  to  and  observe  all  rules, 
terms  and  prices  as  fixed  and  adopted  by  the  Canadian  Iron  Founders'  Association, 
at  the  meeting  held  at  the  city  of  Hamilton  on  the  2l8t  and  22nd  February,  1888, 
and  that  they  will  hold  themselves  respectively  responsible  for  the  actions  of  their 
respective  agents  and  employees,  and  will  not  either  directly  or  indirectly  resort  or 
have  recourse  to  any  subterfuge  of  any  kind  whatever  (such  as  the  giving  of  presents 
or  iillowacces  of  discounts  on  other  goods,  or  in  any  other  way  by  the  giving  or 
promising  oi  benefit)  as  an  inducement  in  making  sales  of  goods,  and  will  not 
directly  or  indirectly  violate  the  rules  of  the  association  when  making  settlements 
with  customers,  and  it  is  agreed  that  all  such  subterfuge  aforesaid,  or  any  device  re- 
sorted to  in  that  behalf,  shall  be  considered  a  violation  of  the  covenants  and  agree- 
ments in  this  clause  contained. 

2.  That  the  parties  hereunto  respectively,  shall  and  will  within  ten  days  from 
the  date  hereof,  deposit  with  the  treasurer  of  said  association  the  sum  of  $iOO  as 
shall  be  hereafter  decided  upon,  as  a  security  for  the  due  observance  and  perform- 
ance of  the  covenants  and  agreements  in  this  indenture  contained- such  sum  to  bear 
interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum  from  date  of  deposit,  and  such  interest 
shall  be  payable  annually. 

3.  That  in  event  of  any  infraction  or  violation  of  any  or  either  of  the  terms  or 
stipulations  in  this  indenture  contained,  by  any  member  of  such  association,  being  a 
party  hereto  or  by  any  agent,  salesman  or  employee,  of  any  such  member  or  firm 
being  a  party  hereto,  a  fine  may  be  inflicted  to  the  full  amount  of  the  deposit,  or 
such  sum  as  the  court  provided  for  in  article  5  of  this  bond  shall  impose,  and  the 
said  fine,  together  with  all  accrued  or  accruing  interest  thereon,  shall  be  passed  to 
the  funds  of  the  said  association,  to  be  dealt  with  and  devoted  to  such  usages  and 
purposes  as  said  association  may  deem  proper,  and  it  is  agreed  that  the  taking  of  an 
order  by  an  agent,  salesman  or  employee,  which  the  house  refuses  to  accept  on  other 
than  the  regular  terms,  shall  constitute  a  violation  on  the  part  of  the  agent  only. 

4.  Should  any  member  of  the  association  have  reason  to  suspect  that  any  other 
member  of  the  association  is  infringing  any  of  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  said 
association,  or  any  covenant  in  this  indenture  contained,  such  member  so  suspecting 
the  other,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  obtain  from  the  members  or  firms  being  parties 
hereto,  a  written  denial  of  the  charge  of  suspicion  preferred,  and  should  any  member 
decline  to  sign  such  written  denial  when  requested  by  any  other  member,  such 
refusal  shall  be  ground  per  se  for  the  preferment  of  a  charge  under  the  penalty 
clause  herein  contained,  and  should  any  member  after  getting  such  written  denial 
still  feel  dissatisfied,  and  have  proof  that  the  party  giving  such  denial  has  been 
guilty  of  violating  the  terms  of  this  agreement,  or  any  of  the  rules  or  regulations  of 
eaid  association,  he  may,  notwithstanding  such  denial,  at  once  call  together  the  court 
of  referees  as  provided  in  the  next  succeeding  clause  hereof. 

5.  A  court  shall  be  created  which  shall  consist  of  the  president,  or  vice-president 
and  two  members  of  the  association,  one  of  whom  shall  be  appointed  by  the  presi- 
dent and  the  other  by  the  member  making  the  charge  against  the  party  accused. 
And  the  duty  and  power  of  such  court  of  referees  shall  be  the  investigation  of  any 
and  all  charges  which  may  be  preferred  against  any  party  to  this  agreement,  and  the 
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decision  of  euch  court  shall  in  all  cases  be  final  and  conclusive  between  tbe  parties 
hereto,  as  well  as  final  between  the  parties  charged  and  the  said  association ;  and 
the  charges  made  shall  be  laid  beiore  the  said  court  by  the  party  making  them  in 
writing,  and  the  same  shall  be  specific  and  definite ;  and  a  copy  thereof  shall  be 
delivered  to  the  accused  at  least  six  days  before  the  sitting  of  such  court,  of  which 
sitting  the  party  accused  shall  have  due  notice. 

6.  In  case  of  any  forfeiture  for  any  cause,  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  said  sum 
deposited  with  the  said  treasurer,  the  party  or  member  who  has  sustained  such 
forfeiture,  shall,  within  ten  days  from  date  ol  such  forfeiture,  deposit  with  the  said 
treasurer  suflScient  to  cover  the  amount  of  such  forfeiture,  which  amount  remaining 
in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer,  shall  be  held  as  security  aforesaid,  and  the  whole 
amount  so  deposited  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  conditions  and  covenants  in  this 
indenture  contained,  and  should  the  member  so  sustaining  forfeiture  fail  to  make 
such  further  deposit,  the  said  association  may,  and  shall  have  power  to  deal  with 
the  matter  as  they  shall  see  fit,  and  shall  without  delay  take  action  upon  the  matter. 

7.  Should  any  membfer  or  firm  withdraw  from  the  association  before  the  expir- 
ation of  this  agreement,  which  shall  continue  in  force  for  one  year  from  the  2l8t 
day  of  February,  lfc88,  all  moneys  deposited  with  said  treasurer  of  i<uch  association 
shall  be  forfeited  by  the  member  or  firm  so  withdrawing,  and  such  moneys  shall 
thereafter  belong  to  said  association  and  may  be  disposed  of  as  the  association  shall 
deem  proper. 

8.  In  the  event  of  the  deposit  required  to  be  made  by  the  second  clause  of  this 
agreement  not  being  made  by  the  parties  hereto,  within  ten  days  from  the  com- 
pletion of  this  agreement,  we  hereby  authorize  the  treasurer  of  this  association  to 
draw  upon  us  respectively  for  the  amount  of  such  deposit,  aod  we  respectively  agree 
to  honor  and  protect  such  drafts. 

9.  Should  any  violation  of  the  terms  of  this  agreement  by  any  party  hereto, 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  any  party  hereto,  the  parties  hereto  respectively,  both  as 
individuals  and  firms,  agree  to  make  and  prefer  a  charge  for  such  violation  against 
any  firm  or  members  so  violating  or  accused,  and  do  all  that  is  necessary  and  proper 
to  sustain  such  charge. 

10.  This  agreement  shall  continue  in  force  during  the  ensuing  association  year, 
and  shall  cover' all  transactions  or  violations  happening  during  that  period. 

11.  The  parties  hereto  further  agree  that  they  will  in  each  and  every  month, 
subsequent  to  the  date  of  the  completion  of  this  agreement,  make  and  subscribe  to, 
and  forward  by  mail  to  the  secretary  of  the  said  association,  a  deolaiation  under  the 
following  regulations : — 

At  the  end  of  each  month,  a  form  of  affidavit  to  be  furnished  by  the  secretary 
and  returned  to  the  secretary  promptly. 

In  any  case  where  fifteen  days  expire  without  such  aflidavit 
being  sent  in,  a  fine  of  five  dollars  shall  be  inflicted ;  the  secretary  shall 

telegraph  the  delinquent,  and  in  case  no  return  is  made  within  the  month,  the  deposit 
of  such  member  shall  be  forfeited,  and  the  ease  reported  to  the  president  for  action. 


B. 


TERMS  OP  AGEEBMENTS  OP  THE  CANADIAN  lEON  FOUNDERS' 

ASSOCIATION. 

Formulated  in  1875,  and  revised  in  1877. 
Moved  by  Mr.  A.  Laidlaw,  seconded  by  Mr.  C.  Gurney,  that  any  member  of  this 
Association  be  empowered  to  offer  and  pay  the  sum  of  $50.00  to  any  customer  who 
may  furn°sh  satisfactory  written  proof  from  the  seller  that  any  i^fmber  had  given 
Sr  terms  than  those  authorized  by  tbe  Association  rules,  said  350.00  to  be  patd 
from  association  funds.— Carried. 
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EossiN  House,  Toronto,  Wednesday,  3rd  March,  IS'ZS. 

Your  committee,  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  and  fix  prices  for  the  year 
for  the  several  classes  of  stoves  manufactured  hy  the  several  firms  who  are  members 
of  the  association,  would  respectfully  recommend  as  follows:  That  the  new  prices 
for  the  season  of  1875-76  be  in  accordance  with  the  following  scale  : — 

Sell-feed  base  burners,  two  rows  mica 1  cts.  per  lb. 

Direct  self-feeders  do  do         7        do 

Self-feed  base  burners,  one         do         6f      do 

Direct  self-feeders  do  do         lif      do 

Coal  cook  stoves , 5J      do 

Wood      do         5        do 

Parlor  stoves  for  coal 5 J      do 

do  wood 5J       do 

Bos  stoves,  light ....4^      do 

do  heavy,  400  lbs.  and  over .• 4        do 

Cylinder  coal  stoves........ 5J       do 

And  all  goods  not  named  in  above  scale  to  be  listed  at  last  year's  price,  with  per- 
mission to  deduct  from  all  accounts  which  may  amount  to  $500.00  up  to  $1,000.00 
2J  per  cent,  discount,  and  from  all  accounts  amounting  to  $1,000.00  and  upwards  a 
discount  of  5  per  cent,,  and  to  allow  freight  to  all  competing  points,  which  points 
shall  be  named  by  the  association. 

Not  over  $1.00  per  100  lbs.  to  be  paid  for  scrap  iron  delivered  in  foundry  yard. 

Your  committee  have  to  regret  the  many  instances  of  bad  faith  which  cannot 

be  denied  have  occurred  among  the  members  of  this   association    during   the   past 

season,  and  with  a  view  of  avoiding  such  occurrence  in  the  future  would  recommend 

the  following  lor  adoption  by  the  association  : — 

That  each  firm  being  members  of  the  association  shall  deposit  with  the  treasurer 
of  the  association  as  a  guarantee  of  good  faith  the  sum  of  $200,  which  shall  bear 
interest  at  the  rate  of  7  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  which  amount  shall  be  forfeited 
by  aay  members  who  shall  be  guilty  of  an  infraction  of  prices  as  adopted  by  this 
association. 

That  a  committee  of  three  shall  be  appointed  by  the  association,  whose  duties- 
shall  be  to  investigate  all  complaints  and  charges  referred  to  them  by  the  president 
and  whose  decision  in  all  cases  shall  be  final,  and  should  the  committee  so  appointed' 
fail  to  forthwith  investigate  any  charges  which  may  be  referred  to  them  by  the 
president  they  shall  each  forfeit  the  sum  of  $200. 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  member  of  this  association  to  notice  any  and' 
all  infractions  of  prices,  and  on  satisfactory  evidence  to  enter  a  charge  by  giving 
notice  to  the  president  who  shall  at  once  place  that  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  proper 
committee. 

All  expenses  of  investigation  to  be  paid  by  the  association  except  in  the  event 
of  conviction,  when  all  expenses  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  amount  forfeited  by  convicted 
member,  and  the  balance  be  paid  to  such  charitable  institution  as  shall  be  decided 
upon  by  vote  of  the  association. 

In  the  event  of  the  adoption  of  the  foregoing  by  the  association,  your  committee 
would  recommend  that  each  member  of  the  association  sign  the  following  agreement : 
We,  the  undersigned  members  of  the  Canadian  Iron  Founders'  Association,  do 
hereby  pledge  our  word  and  honor  that  we  will  strictly  adhere  to  prices,  terms  and 
rules  as  stated  in  the  foregoing  report  and  adopted  by  the  association  both  in  letter 
and  in  spirit;  and  will  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  ourselves,  our  firms  and  our 
agents,  and  should  a  charge  be  sustained  against  either  of  our  respective  firms  we 
individually  agree  to  abide  by  the  decision  of  the  committee,  and  will  not  in  conse- 
quence of  such  decision  refuse  to  abide  by  their  awards  nor  will  we  withdraw  from 
the  association  or  claim  any  moneys  forfeited  by  us. 

And  in  the  event  of  the  forfeiting  by  us  of  the  amount  deposited  by  us  with  the 
treasurer  of  this  association,  we  hereby  order  such  amount  be  paid  over  to  suoL 
charitable  institution  as  the  Canadian  Iron  Pounders'  Association  may  direct. 
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This  agreement  to  remain  in  force  until  the  annual  meeting  of  1876  unless 
changed  by  the  association. 

By  consent  of  the  members  present  the  above  report  was  laid  on  the  table  and 
the  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  proceeded  with. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  "W.  J.  Copp,  Mr.  E.  Gurney,  junior,  was  elected  president. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stewart,  Mr.  Moore  was  elected  treasurer. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Howse,  Mr.  McKillop  was  elected  vice-president. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  B.  Gurney,  junior,  Edward  Tilden  was  elected  secretary. 

The  above  report  was  then  read  by  clause  and  after  considerable  discussion  was 
adopted  with  the  following  amendments  : — 

Mr.  Carmicheal  moved  in  amendment  to  the  report,  seoinded  by  Mr.  Moore, 

That  2 J  per  cent,  be  allowed  only  on  purchases  over  $1,000  to  $i,000,  and  5  per 
cent,  in  purchases  over  $2,000. — Carried. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Stewart,  seconded  by  Mr.  Carmicheal, 

That  $100  be  substituted  in  place  of  $200  as  a  forfeit  by  any  members  not 
adhering  to  the  prices  and  terms  of  the  association  for  the  year. — Carried. 

Moved  by  D.  McKillop,  seconded  by  B.  Gurney, 

That  members  present  at  the  meeting  keep  secret  the  transactions  of  this 
association  from  iron  founders  not  members  and  from  dealers. — Carried. 


EXHIBIT  47a. 

CONSTITUTION,  BYLAWS,  EULBS  OF  ORDER,  ETC.,  OF  THE  UNDER- 
TAKEES'  ASSOCIATION  OP  ONTARIO,  AND  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 
SECOND  ANNUAL  CONVENTION  HELD  AT  TORONTO,  ON  THE  16th 
SEPTEMBER,  1885.  ,  INSTITUTED  AT  TORONTO,  ON  THE  3rd  DAT  OP 
JULY,  1884, 

Officers  1885-86 :  President,  J.  B.  Molntyre,  St.  Catharines.  Vice-presidents, 
George  Hess,  M.P.P.,  Listowel,  1st  vice  ;  W.  H.  Hoyle,  Cannington,  2nd  vice  ;  W. 
H  Stone  Toronto,  3rd  vice ;  H.  Neilson,  Chatham,  4th  vice ;  S,  Rogers,  Ottawa, 
5th  vice.  Secretary,  C.  D.  Blachford.  Hamilton.  Treasurer,  J.  Young,  Toronto. 
Executive  Committee,  John  Ferguson,  London,  chairman  ;  James  Muir,  Port  Blg\n  ; 
"W  Wilson  Owen  Sound;  J.  W.  Pattison,  Brantford ;  M.  Rnberteoa,  Seaforth. 
Delegate  to  National  Convention,  J.  B.  Molntyre,  President,  St.  Catharines. 


MEMBERSHIP  CREDENTIAL. 

Undertakeks'  Association  of  the  Province  of  Ontario, 

Hamilton,  188 

Th'    ■    +    f  rtifv  that  M  0^  ^^^  been  admitted 

amember'of  theVndertakers-  Association  of  Ontario,  and  is  entitled  to  participate^ 
in  all  meetings  and  privileges  of  said  association  for  the  year  ending  188     . 

^,,,^„„. Secretary. 

Present  this  card  as  your  credential  at  all  meetings  of  the  association. 


proposition  for  membership. 

the  undersigned  doing  business  in  .       -  .        ,  '£°^^^  °* 
^  hereby  request  the  privilege  of  becoming  a  membsr  of  the  Under- 
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takers'  Association  of  Ontario,  and  promise,  if  elected,  to  abide  by  tbe  constitution 
by-laws,  rules  and  regulations  that  may  be  adopted  from  time  to  time. 

Signed, 

Date,  188     . 

Membership  fee  enclosed. 
Keturn  this  properly  filled  out  to 

C.  D.  BLACHFOED,  Secretary, 

Hamilton,  Ont. 


PKEAMBLE. 

The  object  of  this  association  is  to  secure  harmony  in  business,  cultivate  a  mora 
friendly  spirit  socially,  to  elevate  and  bring  to  a  higher  state  of  perfection  our  pro- 
fession, to  disseminate  correct  principles  6t  business  macagement,  the  best  methods  of 
protecting  the  interests  of  undertakers  in  the  practice  of  their  profession,  as  well  aa 
those  of  patrons,  and  to  promote  the  interests  of  all  recognized  legitimate  undertakers 
doing  business  in  the  Province  of  Ontario. 

CODE   OF  ETHICS. 

A  funeral  director,  on  entering  the  profession,  as  he  becomes  thereby  entitled  to 
all  its  privileges  and  immunities,  incurs  an  obligation  to  exert  his  best  abilities  to 
maintain  its  dignity  snd  honor,  to  exalt  its  standing,  to  extend  the  bounds  of  its 
usefulness.  He  should,  therelore,  observe  strictly  such  laws  as  are  instituted  for  the 
government  of  its  members.  There  is  no  profession  from  the  members  of  which 
greater  purity  of  character  and  a  higher  standard  of  moral  excellence  are  required 
than  the  funeral  director  ;  and  to  attain  such  eminence  is  a  duty  every  funeral  director 
owes  to  his  profession  and  to  the  public.  It  is  due  the  latter ;  as  without  it,  he  can- 
not command  their  respect  and  coofidence ;  and  to  both,  because  no  scientific  attain- 
ments can  compensate  for  the  want  of  correct  moral  principles.  It  is  also  incumbent 
upon  the  members  of  the  profession  to  be  temperate  in  all  things.  The  nature  of  our 
calling  takes  us  to  the  inner  circle  of  the  families  that  are  afflicted.  Secrecy  and 
delicacy,  when  required  by  peculiar  cii-cumstances,  should  be  strictly  observed.  The 
obligation  of  secrecy  extends  beyond  the  period  of  our  professional  services.  None 
of  the  privacies  of  personal  and  domestic  life  should  ever  be  divulged. 

It  is  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  our  profession  to  resort  to  public  advertise- 
ments, or  private  cards,  or  handbills,  invitirg  the  attention  of  the  public  to  any  of 
the  wares  connected  with  our  profession.  We  should  take  strong  srounds  against 
advertitsing  in  the  daily  prints.  All  funeral  directors  should  rety  on  their  pro- 
fessional abilities  and  acquirements,  and  it  ought  to  be  the  only  acknowledged  right 
of  an  individual  to  the  exercise  and  honor  of  his  profession. 

No  funeral  director  should  ever  interfere  with  an  order  where  another  funeral 
director  has  been  previously  called,  aud  under  no  circumstance  should  one  funeral 
director  take  an  order  from  another  unless  the  first  one  be  paid  in  full  for  his  services, 
and  is  willing  to  withdraw. 

In  case  two  funeral  directors  are  called  at  the  same  time,  to  attend  the  same  case 
both  should  show  a  willingness  to  withdraw,  and  leave  the  choice  with  the  family. 

No  funeral  dirtctor  should  ever  shrink  from  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties 
in  case  of  epidemic  and  contagious  diseases.  When  pestilence  prevails  it  is  their 
duty  to  face  the  danger  and  to  continue  their  labors,  even  at  the  jeopardy  of  their 
own  lives. 

When  a  funeral  director  is  called  in  cases  of  sudden  death  or  accident,  because 
the  regular  family  funeral  directed-  is  not  at  hand,  he  ought  to  resign  the  case  to  the 
funeral  director  who  has  been  doing  that  family's  work,  if  he  is  desired  by  the  family. 

When  a  funeral  director  accompanies  the  remains  and  funeral  party  to  a  distant 
place,  his  duties  should  cease  when  they  arrive  at  their  destination,  and  the  remaims 
are   placed  in  care  of  another  funeral  director.     All   that  the  funeral  director  who 
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accompanies  the  party  does  after  that  should  be  as  a  friend  of  the  family,  or  as  an 
assistant  to  the  funeral  director  who  has  charge  of  the  final  arrangements. 

Whenever  a  funeral  director  orders  from  a  distant  place  a  corpse  prepared  and 
shipped  to  his  care,  all  expenses  should  be  charged  to  the  funeral  director  giving  the 
order,  and  it  should  be  cousidered  a  professional  obligation,  and  payment  made  at 
once. 

There  is,  perhaps,  no  profession  after  that  of  the  sacred  ministry,  in  which  a 
high-toned  morality  is  more  imperatively  necessary  than  that  of  a  funeral  director's. 
High  moral  principles  are  his  only  safe-guide. 

OONSTITUTION. 

Section  1.  This  association  shall  be  known  as  the  Undertakers'  Association  of 
the  Province  of  Ontario,  and  shall  have  for  its  subject  the  elevation  and  protection  of 
those  who  are  engaged  in  the  undertaking  business  within  its  jurisdiction. 

Section  2.  This  association  shall  consist  of  undertakers  doing  business  in  the 
Province  of  Ontario  in  their  own  name. 

Sections.  The  ofScers  of  this  association  shall  consist  of  a  president,  five  vice- 
presidents,  a  secretary,  and  treasurer,  who  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  at  each  annual 
meeting,  and  to  hold  office  for  one  year  or  until  their  successors  have  been  duly  ap- 
pointed, except  when  but  one  candidate  for  any  one  office  is  nominated,  such  candi- 
date may  be  elected  by  acclamation. 

Section  4.  This  association  shall  have  an  executive  committee,  consisting  of 
seven  members,  five  of  whom  shall  be  elected  by  ballot,  or  appointed  by  the  presi- 
dent, as  the  association  shall  direct,  and  the  president  and  secretary  shall  be  members 
■exofflcio. 

Section  5.  The  meetings  of  this  association  shall  be  held  annually  at  such  place 
and  time  as  may  be  determiaedby  the  association  when  in  session. 

Section  6.  This  association  shall  be  governed  by  such  by-laws  as  it  by  a  three- 
fourths  vote  may  hereafter  adopt,  not  inconsistent  with  the  constitution. 

Section  7.  This  constitution  can  only  be  altered  or  amended  by  a  two-thirds  vote 
of  the  members  present  at  any  regular  meeting,  provided  that  notice  of  the  same  was 
given  in  writing  to  every  member  of  the  association  at  least  one  mouth  previous  to 
the  regular  meeting. 

BT-LAWS. 

Article  1.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  president  to  preside  over  all  meetings  of 
the  association .  He  shall  enforce  a  strict  observance  of  the  constitution  and  by-laws, 
decide  all  questions  according  to  parliamentary  usage.  He  shall  appoint  all  com- 
mittees unless  otherwise  ordered.  He  shall  have  the  casting  vote  in  case  of  a  tie, 
and  a  general  supervision  of  the  affairs  of  the  association. 

Article  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  vice  presidents  to  assist  the  president  in 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  in  case  of  absence,  death  or  resignation 
of  the  president,  they  shall  act  as  president,  having  preference  in  order  of  their  election. 

Article  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  to  attend  all  meetings  of  the  asso- 
ciation, keep  a  correct  record  of  the  minutes  of  each  meeting,  and  a  correct  record  of  all 
officers'and  members  of  each  meeting,  to  keep  a  correct  record  of  the  accounts  of  the 
association,  pay  over  all  moneys  received  by  him  to  the  treasurer,  taking  his  receipt 
therefor,  and  to  perform  all  other  duties  that  may  belong  to  him  by  virtue  of  his 
office,  and  for  his  services  shall  receive  the  sum  of  $100  annually. 

Article  4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  treasurer  to  make  a  full  report  of  the  fiscal 
affairs  of  the  association  at  each  annual  meeting.  The  money  received  by  hina 
shall  be  paid  out  only  by  a  vote  of  the  association  or  order  of  the  president,  authorized 
by  the  secretary,  and  he  shall  give  such  bonds  as  the  association  may  direct. 

Article  5  The  executive  committee  shall  have  charge  of  all  preliminary  ar- 
rangements, and  shall  prepare  the  business  of  each  annual  meeting,  and  perform  such 
other  duties  as  they  may  from  time  to  time  deem  for  the  best  interests  of  the  asso- 
•ciation.  And  they  shall  also  constitute  a  grievance  committee,  whose  duty  it  shall 
3— 45J 
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lie  to  take  action  on  all  grievances  reported  to  them  by  the  secretary  as  soon  as 
practicable,  reporting  their  decision  to  the  secretary ;  their  decision  being  final  and 
can  only  be  reversed  by  the  action  of  the  association  in  convention  aseembled;  and 
to  keep  a  correct  record  of  their  actions  and  to  report  at  each  annual  meeting. 

Article  6.  There  shall  be  a  standing  committee  consisting  of  five,  on  constitution 
and  by-laws  and  finance,  and  all  matters  relating  to  those  subjects  shall  be  referred 
to  these  committees  for  report. 

Article  7.  This  afsociation  will  sustain  any  and  all  its  members  in  good  standing 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  towards  one  another  and  protect  their  interests  from 
unprofessional  conduct  by  a  brother  undertaker  or  manufacturer,  who  may  violate 
the  rules  or  regulations  of  this  association. 

Article  8.  All  applications  for  membership  shall  be  made  in  writing,  upon  blanks, 
furnished  by  the  secretary  for  that  purpose,  and  shall  be  presented  to  this  association 
at  any  regular  meeting:,  and  by  receiving  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present  at 
each  meeting  he  shall  be  elected,  providing  he  shall  comply  with  the  by-  laws  of  this 
association. 

Article  9,  All  undertakers  engaged  in  the  undertaking  business  in  their  own 
name,  at  the  present  time,  (3rd  July,  3884)  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  shall  be 
eligible  for  membership,  who  is  of  good  moral  character,  and  who  is  provided  with 
the  necessary  stock  and  equipments  to  professionally  perform  his  duties. 

Article  10.  Bach  and  every  party,  or  parties,  who  may  after  this  date  start  busi- 
ness as  undertakers  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  association,  may  become  members 
by  making  application  to  the  secretary  and  paying  the  sum  of  $25,  and  shall  be  ap- 
proved by  at  least  three  out  of  four  of  the  nearest  members  of  this  association  in 
good  standing  to  the  applicant's  proposed  place  of  buisness,  and  receiving  the  appro- 
val of  the  executive  committee. 

Article  11.  Bach  new  member  when  first  starting  business,  shall  within  sixty 
days  after  his  admission  into  the  association,  carry  a  stock  of  undertakers'  supplies: 
Buoh  as  caskets,  coffins,  robes,  linings,  hardware,  &c.,  worth  not  less  than  $500  clear 
of  all  encumbrances.  He  shall  also  be  required  to  build  or  purchase  a  hearse  within 
six  months  after  his  admission.  Any  new  members  not  complying  with  the  article 
shall  be  dropped  from  membership. 

Article  12.  Firms  composed  of  more  than  one  member,  can  be  admitted  to  the 
meetings  of  this  association,  but  will  have  only  one  vote.  Members  may  be  present 
in  person  or  be  represented  by  proxy,  said  proxy  to  be  associated  with  him  as  an  as- 
sistant undertaker,  ard  a  member  of  this  association  ;  and  where  the  membership  is 
composed  of  a  firm  of  more  than  one  member,  but  one  of  said  firm,  or  their  assistants 
shall  be  allowed  to  vote  or  take  any  part  in  the  business  of  the  meeting. 

Article  13.  Any  member  of  this  association  who  shall  sell  or  dispose  of  his  busi- 
ness shall  notify  the  secretary  of  same,  and  he  may  retain  his  membership  for  six 
months  upon  the  payment  of  all  claims  this  association  may  hold  against  him.  And 
if  he  again  desires  to  start  business  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  association  after  the 
expiration  of  six  months  he  must  proceed  in  every  particular  as  a  new  member. 

Article  14.  Any  member  of  this  association  who  shall  sell  or  dispose  of  his  under- 
taking business  may  transfer  his  membership  to  his  successor  upon  a  written  appli- 
cation to  the  secretary,  and  receiving  the  endordation  of  the  executive  committee. 

Article  15.  Any  member  of  this  association  who  shall  fail  or  make  an  assign- 
ment, may  retain  his  membership  providing  he  again  starts  business  in  his  own  name 
within  three  months  after  such  assignment,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the  executive 
committee. 

A.rticle  16.  No  member  is  allowed  to  hold  membership  for  other  than  the  place 
in  which  he  resides. 

Article  HB.  An  assistant  undertaker  in  the  Province  of  Ontario  who  shall  be 
posEeesed  of  good  moral  character,  and  of  a  good  professional  understanding  of  his 
duties  may,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  undertaker  or  firm,  by  whom  he  is  em- 
ployed, themselves  members  of  the  association,  become  a  member  of  this  association, 
by  signing  the  constitution  and  by  laws,  and  paying  the  membership  fee  of  two  dol- 
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lars.     He  shall  not  be  eligible  for  oflSoe  or  entitled  to  vote,  except  as  a  representativo 
of  the  firm  by  whom  he  is  employed. 

Article  18.  Honorary  Membership.— Parties  who  may  live  outside  of  this  juris- 
diction, and  who  have  rendered  valuable  services  to  the  profession,  may  become 
honorary  members  upon  receiving  a  two-thirds  vote  at  any  regular  meeting. 

Article  19.  No  member  will  be  allowed  to  start  a  branch  or  separate  store  in  the 
undertaking  business,  or  to  remove  his  business  to  another  city,  town,  village  or 
county,  without  first  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  executive  committee,  and  nearest 
members,  as  provided  in  article  10  of  these  by-laws. 

Article  20.  Ail  charges,  either  against  members  of  this  association,  or  under- 
takers doing  business  in  this  Province,  not  members  of  this  association,  must  be 
made  in  writing;  such  charges  to  be  delivered  to  the  secretary,  who  shall  place 
them  in  the  hands  of  the  proper  parties  for  investigation. 

_  Article  21.  Any  member  of  this  association  who  shall  be  found  guilty  of  selling, 
giving  away,  or  not  properly  disposing  of  or  burying  the  remains  of  the  dead,  or 
those  in  authority  shall  pay  for  the  same,  shall  bo  expelled  from  this  association, 
after  conviction  thereof. 

Article  22.  If  in  any  case  a  member  should  be  found  guilty  as  hereinafter  pro- 
Tided  in  by-'aws — article  23 — of  violating  any  of  the  rules  or  regulations  of  this 
association,  he  shall  be  fined  or  suspended  from  membership. 

Article  23.  Any  member  of  this  association  who  shall  be  found  guihy  of  degrad- 
ing the  profession  by  such  unprofessional  conduct  as  individually  soliciting,  or 
employing  parties  to  secure  basiness,  or  paying  a  commission,  or  agreeing  to  pay 
any  person  to  solicit  for  him,  before  death,  as  well  as  after,  or  in  any  way  conducting 
his  business  on  a  non-professional  basis,  which  has  the  tendency  to  impair  the  honor 
of  the  profession,  shall  be  subject  to  the  penalties  of — article  22 —of  these  by-laws. 

Article  24.  Any  member  of  this  association  who  shall  be  suspended,  shall  not 
be  countenanced  as  an  undertaker,  and  shall  bo  deprived  of  all  the  rights  and  bene- 
fits of  this  afsociation  during  suspension. 

Article  25.  A  suspended  member  can  only  be  reinstated  by  the  payment  of  such 
fine  as  may  be  imposed  by  the  executive  committee,  and  by  giving  evidence  of  his 
intention  to  faithfully  uphold  and  raaintain  all  rules  and  regulations  adopted  by  this 
association. 

Article  26.  Any  manufacturing  establishment  of  caskets,  cofiSas,  and  under- 
takers' supplies,  or  jobber  of  same,  of  every  name  and  nature,  who  shall,  after  due 
notice,  sell,  or  offer  to  sell,  any  of  their  goods  to  a  suspended  or  expelled  member  of 
"this  association,  who  has  violated  the  by-laws,  shall  receive  the  merited  rebuke 
from  the  members  of  this  association  by  withdrawing  their  patronage. 

Article  27.  Members  of  this  association  will  not  deal  with  any  manufacturing 
establishment  or  jobber  of  undertakers'  supplies  who  sell  goods  to  private  citizens  or 
persons  not  members  of  this  association  acting  in  an  unprofessional  way,  provided 
they  do  not  desist  after  being  notified  by  the  secretary  to  do  so- 

Article  28.  Members  of  this  association  shall  not  purchase  undertakers'  supplies 
from  jobbers,  or  from  those  who  do  not  belong  to  the  burial  case  associations. 

Article  29.  All  members  are  forbidden  to  sell,  hire  or  lend  any  articles  in  our 
line  of  business  to  any  undertaker  for  use  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  association, 
nnless  he  be  a  member  hereof  in  good  standing,  and  was  engaged  m  the  undertaking 
business  prior  to  the  3rd  day  of  July,  1884,  under  a  penalty  of  twenty  dollars. 

Article  30.  In  order  that  every  member  shall  feel  himself  at  liberty  to  discuss 
any  Questions  coming  before  the  association,  fully  and  freely,  and  without  reserve, 
it  IS  hereCy  understood  and  agreed  to,  that  all  such  discuFsions  shall  be  considered 
of  a  private  nature,  and  any  member  who  shall  be  found  guilty  of  divulging  any  of 
the  private  business,  or  discussions,  or  affairs  of  this  association,  excepting  such  as 
are  proper  to  be  made  pubUc,  shall,  if  convicted  afcer  a  fair  trial,  be  fined,  repri- 
manded, or  suspended,  as  the  majority  of  this  association  shall  determine,  at  any 
annual  meeting. 
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Article  31.  This  association  shall  have  charge  of  and  general  supervision  over 
all  local  and  county  associations  which  may  be  formed  under  the  rule  of  this  asso- 
ciation, and  shall  decide  all  disputed  questions  arising  in  such  local  or  district 
asBOciution. 

Article  32.  Every  member  on  his  admission  to  membership  shall  sign  a  promise 
to  abide  by  the  constitution  and  by-laws  of  this  association,  and  pay  all  legal  de- 
mands against  him,  so  long  as  he  shall  remain  a  member. 

Article  33.  Every  person  or  firm,  on  his  or  their  being  admitted  to  membership, 
shall  pay  his  or  their  annual  subscription  previous  to  his  or  their  name  being  entered 
on  the  roll  of  members. 

Article  34.  The  fee  for  admission  to  membership  shall  be  two  dollars  up  to 
iBt  January,  1886,  after  which  date  it  shall  be  twenty-five  dollars. 

Article  35.  The  annual  subscription  shall  be  two  dollars,  and  any  member  in 
arrears  for  dues  over  one  year,  or  having  any  fine  standing  against  him  over  thirty 
days  unpaid,  shall  be  suspended,  after  duo  notice  by  the  secretary,  until  all  claims 
this  association  may  hold  against  him  shall  have  been  paid. 

Article  36.  Any  member  in  arrears  for  dues,  or  having  any  unpaid  fees  or 
penalty  recorded  against  him,  is  not  entitled  to  vote  or  take  part  in  our  meetings 
until  all  arrears  shall  have  been  paid. 

Article  37.  All  rules  that  may  now  or  hereafter  be  adopted  for  the  government, 
benefit  or  policy  of  this  association,  shall  be  considered  as  part  of  the  constitution 
and  by-laws,  and  shall  be  respected  and  enforced  as  such. 

Article  38.  Not  less  than  twenty-fi^e  members  in  good  standing  shall  constitute 
a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

Article  39,  These  by-laws  can  only  be  altered  or  amended  by  a  two-third  vote 
of  members  at  any  annual  meeting. 

A  CARD. 

This  pamphlet,  containing  the  constitution,  by-laws  and  proceedings  of  the 
second  annual  meeting  of  our  association,  is  sent  to  every  known  undertaker  in  the 
Province  of  Ontario,  some  five  hundred  in  number.  We  want  you  to  give  it  your 
careful  perusal;  and  we  feel  confident  that  if  it  receives  the  attention  it  should,  from 
every  one  of  you,  it  will  not  only  tend  to  give  you  a  better  opinion  of  the  profession 
you  are  engaged  in,  but  act  as  an  incentive  in  urging  you  to  lend  your  individual 
aid  to  place  it  on  a  higher  level.  To  those  who  are  cot  members  of  ihe  association, 
we  hope  it  will  be  the  means  of  showing  them  it  is  not  only  their  duty,  but  will  be 
to  their  interest  to  join  us. 

Our  manufacturers  are  doing  their  best  to  help  us  by  working  in  unison  with 
the  association.  We  are  now  united  with  the  National  Association  of  the  United 
States,  which  will  materially  strengthen  our  position.  We  have  a  membership  of 
over  three  hundred  out  of  four  hundred  and  eighty  undertakers  in  Ontario,  and  are 
now  prepared  to  deal  with  would-be-undertakers  who  are  trying  to  start  business  and 
cut  ofi'  our  patronage  all  over  the  country.  We  have  means  in  our  power  to  prevent 
it,  and  we  shall  not  be  slow  to  use  them.  The  evils  we  are  subject  to  at  present  we 
shall  soon  be  able  to  abate,  if  we  work  harmoniously,  together  and  put  in  practice 
the  motto,  "  in  unity  there  is  strength."  Act  honorably  toward  one  another,  and 
follow  the  instructions  laid  down  in  the  code  of  ethics,  and  many  of  the  present  dif- 
ficulties will  soon  cease  to  exist  To  those  who  are  not  yet  members  we  say,  send 
in  your  application  and  join  us  before  the  admission  fee  is  raised,  and  vou  will  never 
regret  it.  '         ■^ 

THE  SECEBTAEY. 


SECOND  ANNUAL  SESSION. 
Proceedings  of  the  Second  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Undertakers'  Association  of  Ontario. 

+i.«  I'^^K  Tq*'°/  T^'  ^"It  ^^  ^^^  Temperance  Hall,  Temperance  Street,  Toronto,  oa 
the  16th  of  September.  1885,  and  was  called  to  order  by  the  president,  J.  B.  Mclntyre, 
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t},«n  wi^Z  ^P'"".*'^- ^-   Schofield,of  Dannville,  assistant  secretary,  and 

then  bade  the  members  of  the  association  a  hearty  welcome  to  this  their  annual 
rn!^nT«f;+?r  'i"?  u^""  *^  ^  f''®^  discussion  of  the  matters  brought  forward.  If  any 
Siatk.n  ^^^  ^^^  """^  ^""^   P'*''^  ^"^   ^''^S  them   before  the 

T  15^^?  ^T°"  ^^«  *^e°  ''ailed,  when  the  following  officers  answered  to  their  names: 
J.  B.  McIntyreSc  Catharines,  president;  J.  Walker,  Port  Hope,  3rd  vioe-presi- 
deni;  W.H.  Hoyle,  Cannington,  4th  vice-president;  G.  G  Smith,  Barrie;  5th 
vice-president;  J.  Young, Toronto,  treasurer;  C.  D.  Blachford,  Hamilton,  seoreiary  : 
•11     ''?!**°°'  '  °'^*^'''^*°  °f  ®^^°°*-i^®   committee;   W.P.Power    Bowman- 

ville;  D.  Hogg,  Perth  ;  R.  Askin,  Markdale ;  A.  P.  Herringtor,  St.  M'ary's,  and  a 
hundred  and  mxty  members,  with  Messrs.  W.  W.  Halpin,  A.  Waid,  W.  Tees  J  T. 
Robertson,  J.  0.  Wray,  and  V.  Terriault,  of  Montreal,  P.  Blake,  of  Detroit,  and  A. 
Eenouard,  of  Kansas  City. 

C.  D.  Blachford,  secretary,  Hamilton,  read  a  portion  of  the  minutes  of  last 
meeting,  when  on  motion  of  Messrs.  Hoyle  and  Muir,  it  was  resolved  that  the 
minutes  as  contained  in  the  minute-book  be  considered  as  read. 

The  president  appointed  the  same  finance  committee  as  last  year,  snbstitutino- 
the  name  of  H.  Neilson,  Chatham,  for  that  of  Mr.  Collard,  i.  e.,  S.  B  W.  Carpenter", 
Tilsonburg;  F.  A.  Ijatshaw,  Dundas,  H.  Neilson,  Chatham,  J.  Wolfe,  Am  prior  : 
T.  Gibbard,  Napanee.  ,         y        , 

Tne  following  were  appointed  a  committee  on  by-laws,  viz. :  Messrs.  D.  Hogg, 
Perth;  J.  Muir,  Port  Elgin  ;  G.  Bess,  Listowell. 

Messrs.  W.  W.  Halpin,  W.  Tees,  A.  Ward,  T.  Eobertson,  J.  C.  Wray  and  Y. 
Terriault,  of  Montreal,  were  welcomed  by  the  president  and  given  seats  on  the 
plitforra. 

The  secretary  read  the  annual  report,  which  was,  on  motion,  received  and 
referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs  Harrison,  Strathroy;  Eogers, 
Ottawa;  Humphrey,  Toronto. 


-Mr.  President  and  Brethren  :- 


seceetart's  report. 

Hamilton,  15th  September,  1885. 


I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  as  secretary  of  the  Undertakers' 
Association  of  Ontario,  for  the  year  ending  on  the  above  date : 

At  the  close  of  our  last  meeting,  one  year  ago,  we  had  on  our  roll  the  names 
of  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  members,  since  which  there  has  been  added  the 
names  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-one,  making  our  total  membership  at  this  date  two 
hundred  and  ninety-four. 

We  have  every  reason  1o  feel  gratified  attheprogreps  we  have  thus  far  made  in  our 
endeavors  to  form  an  association  for  our  mutual  protection  and  benefit,  but  in  order 
to  raise  it  to  that  standard  whicb  I  feel  confident  it  is  the  desire  of  every  member  to 
see,  we  must  have  the  hearty  co-operation  and  support  of  each  and  every  individual 
member, 

I  think  the  f  udden  increase  in  our  membership  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  th© 
nndertakers  in  Ontario  are  becoming  alive  to  the  fact  that  an  organization  of  this 
kind  would  not  only  benefit  them  in  opposing  opposition,  but  be  a  lasting  and  per- 
manent good,  and  I  trust  they  will  not  be  disappointed. 

There  seems  to  be  erroneous  opinions  existing  amongst  the  members  regarding 
the  objects  of  the  association  and  the  purposes  for  wtiich  it  was  formed.  These,  I 
think,  will  soon  cease  to  exist,  as  soon  as  the  members  become  better  acquainted 
with  the  rules  and  workings  of  the  organization. 

Several  very  important  and  absolutely  necessary  changes  will  require  to  be 
made  in  the  by-laws,  as  they  at  present  fail  to  cover  the  many  points  required  to  be 
settled  by  the  executive  during  the  interim. 

Immediately  after  the  last  meetii'g,  by  instructions  of  the  association,  I  had 
printed  for  distribution  500  copies  of  the   constitution   and   by  laws   adopted.     This 
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number  I  fouod  toa  small,  as  I  have  since  been  obliged  to  refuse  several  applicatioQs 
for  a  copy. 

A  matter  of  great  importance  to  this  association,  and  one  we  have  not  buen  able 
to  cope  wiih  during  the  past  year,  is  that  rejected  candidates  have  in  some  oases 
obtained  goods  in  the  States  of  New  York  and  Michigan.  I  have  often  regretted 
since  our  last  meeting  that  the  association  did  not  join  the  National  Asfociatioa 
when  the  matter  was  brought  up  a  year  ago,  and  as  joining  the  association  will  be 
the  only  way  of  effectually  preventing  rejected  candidates  from  obtaining  goods 
outside  of  the  province  I  hope  the  association  at  this  meeting  will  not  put  off  this 
important  and  really  necessary  step  any  longer,  bat  join  at  once,  and  elect  a  delegate 
to  the  National  convention  to  be  held  in  October.  It  will  cost  a  per  capita  tax  of 
25  cents,  and  although  this  will  amount  to  about  870  we  cannot  afford  to 
delay  the  matter  any  longer.  Some  of  our  manafacturers  are  already  complaining 
that  the  trade  of  new  beginners  is  being  driven  out  of  the  province. 

I  have  received  several  letters  from  Montreal  asking  the  association  to  admit  the 
undertakers  of  that  city  to  membership  in  this  association.  As  the  agroement  made 
-with  manufacturers  of  Ontario  in  April  last  did  not  extend  to  the  Province  ol  Que- 
bec, and  as  we  would  not  be  able  (should  occasion  rise)  to  give  the  utdertakors  in 
that  province  the  protection  we  can  in  Ontario,  after  conferring  with  the  president, 
we  concluded  to  lot  the  matter  re^t  until  this  meeting,  when  the  subject  oau  be 
brought  up  and  discussed  here.  Invitations  were  issued  to  members  of  the  profession 
in  Montreal  to  meet  with  us  here  and  take  part  in  the  discussion.  I  hops  a  number 
are  present.  I  am  of  the  opinion  it  would  be  better  for  them  to  form  an  association 
for  the  Province  of  Quebec  or  city  ot  Montreal,  and  have  an  agreement  drawn  up 
with  the  manufauturers  the  same  as  this  association  has,  for  if  this  association  should 
admit  them  to  membership  it  would  make  it  so  large  that  the  officers  would  have 
more  work  than  they  would  care  to  undertake,  and  the  secretary  be  obliged  to  devote 
more  time  to  it  th^n  anyone  in  business  has  to  spare  to  have  the  work  properly  done. 

Tae  labor  of  tha  secretary  of  an  assosiation  of  this  kind  has  far  exceeded  during 
the  past  year  my  a  lUjipations  when  elected.  It  has  been  a  very  busy  one  for  me. 
The  work  has  baen  large  and  had  to  be  attended  to.  I  have  written  and  answered 
several  hundred  letters  in  correspondence  and  hive  prepared  a  list  of  our  members 
up  to  date,  and  as  we  are  now  entering  on  our  second  year  it  will  be  necessary  for 
the  gentleman  i-uooeeding  me  in  this  offlje  to  open  a  ledger  account  for  each  member 
so  that  the  accoui  ts  of  the  association  may  be  kept  in  a  systematic  way,  and  that  it 
may  I  e  readily  seen  how  eoch  member  stands  in  regard  to  dues.  Many  letiers  have 
been  i  e  eived  from  undertakers,  not  members,  asking  many  questions  regarding  the 
assoc  %  ion,  which  I  have  invariably  answered  and  sent  a  copy  of  our  by-laws  as  far 
as  the  number  printed  would  go,  and  I  am  glad  to  say  that  with  few  esceptions  the 
gentlemen  writing  have  sent  in  their  applications  and  become  members. 

1  think  we  can  now  say  the  Undertakers'  Association  of  Ontario  is  an  established 
institution,  for  in  the  short  space  of  fourteen  months  we  have  been  able  to  number 
on  our  roll  the  names  of  two  hundred  and  ninety-four  members,  a  showing  I  believe 
no  association  on  the  other  side  of  the  line  can  put  forward,  and  which  proves  the 
fact  that  a  combination  of  this  kind  is  a  long-felt  want  supplied,  and  which  will  not 
stop  at  this  period  of  its  existence,  but  proceed  until  the  profession  will  not  only  be 
a  profession  in  name,  but  in  fact,  and  will  be  recognized  by  the  public  as  such. 

We  now  have  a  maj  'rity  of  the  undertakers  in  Ontario  in  the  association,  num- 
bering among  these  nearly  all  the  leading  ones  ol  the  Province,  and  in  my  opinion  it 
is  about  time  the  admission  fee  to  new  beginners  was  raised  to  a  larger  sum  than  the 
present  small  amount.  It  is  the  opinion  of  many  there  are  already  now  more  under- 
takers in  the  Province  than  is  necessary,  and  as  we  cannot  reduce  the  number  now 
doing  business,  we  must  look  around  us  for  some  means  to  prevent  any  raoro  from 
starling,  I  think  the  easiest  way  to  do  this  would  be  to  raise  the  admission  fee  to 
new  beginners  to,  say,  fifty  dollars;  this  would  debar  many  from  applying  for 
membership,  and  as  they  could  not  obtain  goods  until  accepted  as  a  member,  the 
advantage  ol  this  step  will  be  clear  to  all.     I  would  also  suggest  that  a  circular  be 
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issued  with  the  new  bylaws  to  the  effect  that  after  the  annual  meeting  ot  18S6  the 
•admiesion  fee  to  undertakerB  not  ihen  members  will  be  twenty  or  twenty-tire  dollars. 
This  will  give  all  who  are  not  now  members  a  year  to  join.  I  think  thoy  should 
have  that  time,  as  some  are  slow  to  see  the  advantage  of  an  associatioa  of  this  kind. 
This  would  not  interfere  with  the  annual  dues  of  the  members,  which  could  still 
remain  at  the  present  figure  of  two  dollars,  and  the  admission  fee  to  all  undertakers 
not  now  members  be  the  same  figure  for  another  year.  I  hope  this  matter  will  receive 
the  earnest  attention  of  the  association  at  this  sitting. 

There  is  another  matter  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  on,  and  that  is  the  subject  of 
a  price  list.  I  believe  it  is  the  general  feeling  that  some  price  list  should  be  adopted ; 
one  below  which  it  would  be  against  the  rules  of  this  association  to  sell.  I  have 
received  several  complaints  during  the  past  year  that  goods  w^re  being  sold  in  some 
localities  far  below  a  remunerative  figure,  and  as  we  have  no  by-laws  to  cover  a  case 
of  this  kind,  I  was  obliged  to  write  that  nothing  could  be  done  in  the  matter  until 
after  this  meeting.  In  view  of  these  facts,  it  is  my  opinion  it  would  be  advisable  to 
adopt  a  scale  of  prices  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  members,  and  I  would  suggest  a 
special  committee  be  appointed  for  this  purpose  to  report  during  the  afternooa 
session. 

At  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  executive  board,  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
association,  deemed  it  necessary  to  call  a  meetin^j  to  confer  with  the  Diminioa 
Burial  Case  Association  and  endeavor  to  come  to  some  agreement  whereby  a  mutuM 
understanding  would  be  agreed  upon  regarding  tho  sale  of  funeral  goods  to  parties 
wanting  to  start  business  as  undertakers  and  some  other  matters  of  importance  \.o 
the  association  Accordingly  your  secretary  called  a  meeting  of  the  executive  aud 
requested  the  secretary  of  the  D.BC.  Association  to  do  the  same,  whereupon  we  mot 
in  the  city  of  Toronto  on  the  22nd  day  of  April  and  had  the  toUoiving  agreement 
■drawn  up : 

This  agreement,  made  this  twenty-second  day  of  April,  1885  between  John  B, 
Mclntyre,  of  the  city  of  So.  Catharines,  undertaker,  President  of  the  Uuderiakera' 
Association  of  Ontario;  diaries  D.  Blaehford,  of  the  city  .of  Hamilton,  undertaker, 
abcretary  of  said  assoc  ation,  and  John  Ferguson,  of  the  city  of  London,  undertaker, 
chairman  of  the  executive  commiLte  of  eaid  associatioa,  of  the  first  part,  and  R 
Philp  &  Cj..  of  the  city  of  Toronto,  manufacturers  of  undertakers'  supplies,  D.  W. 
Thompson  &  Co.,  of  the  same  place  manufacturers  of  undertakers'  supplies;  aommens 
Brothers,  ot  the  city  of  Hamilton,  manufacturers  of  undertakers'  suppl:es,  and  the 
Ontario  Casket  Com'pany  (Limited),  Ridgetown,  of  the  second  part; 

"Whereas  the  majority  of  the  persons  doing  business,  in  O.itario,  as  undertakers, 
have  formed  themselves  into  an  association,  under  the  above  name,  having  for  iti 
object  the  elevation  and  protection  of  those  engaged  in  the  undertaking  busuioas  ia 
Ontario,  and  protection  of  the  public  generally; 

And  whereas  the  parties  of  the  second  pirt,  all  wholesale  dealers  in,  and  manu- 
facturers of  undertakers'  supplies,  have  formed  themselves  into  an  association  under 
the  name  of  the  Dominion  Burial  Case  Manufacturers'  Association,  having  for  its 
object  the  mutual  benefit  and  protection  of  the  members   thereof,  in  their  said  trade 

and  business;  „  ^        .       ^  ,•        u  u 

And  whereas  the  said  Undertakers'  Association  of  Ontario,  at  a  meeting  hefd 
at  Toronto,  on  the  3rd  day  of  July,  1884,  agreed  upon  certain  terms,  now  contained 
in  the  constitution  and  by  laws  of  the  association,  which  should  govern  the  ooaduet 
■of  the  members  thereof ;  .  ^  ^,      ■   ^     ^-        e 

And  whereas  for  the  purpose  of  more  effectually  carrying  out  the  intention  ot 
the  members  of  each  of  said  associations,  and  the  expressed  objects  thereof,  as  con- 
tained in  the  said  by-laws,  constitution  and  the  agreement  entered  into  between  the 
members  of  said  Dominion  Burial  Case  Manufacturers'  Association  the  parties  ot 
the  first  part,  on  behalf  of  their  association,  and  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part 
have  agreed  to  execute  this  instrument  ;  f  ;„  „„„ 

Now  this  agreement  w.tnesseth  that  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  in  con- 
fiideration  Of  the  premises,  and  the  agreement  herein  contained  do  hereby  promise 
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and  agree  to  and  with  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part  as  representing  their  said 
association  and  the  different  members  thereof,  that  they  the  said  parties  of  tho 
second  part  shall  not  sell  or  give  prices  for,  either  directly  or  through  their  agents, 
any  of  their  goods,  manufacturers'  or  undertakers'  supplies  of  any  nature  or  kind 
■whatsoever  to  any  person  or  persons  who  after  the  date  hereof  shall  commence  busi- 
ness in  Ontario,  unless,  and  until  they  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  shall  obtain 
from  the  secretary  of  the  said  Undertakers'  A.ssociation  of  Ontario,  a  certificate  that 
aach  person  or  persons  have  become  a  member  of  such  association. 

And  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  do  further  promise  and  agree  that  after 
due  notice  from  the  secretary  of  said  sissociation,  they  shall  not  sell  or  offer  to  sell 
any  such  goods  to  any  suspended  or  expelled  member  of  such  association,  until  they 
have  been  notified  by  such  secretary  that  such  suspended  or  expelled  member  has 
been  restored  to  full  membership  in  the  association. 

And  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  do  further  promise  and  agree  that  they 
shall  not  mail  price  lists  ot  goods  sold  by  them  to  any  but  recognized  undertakers, 
and  that  all  price  lists  mailed  shall  be  sent  urder  seal. 

And  it  is  hereby  agreed  and  understood  between  all  parties  hereto,  that  all  pro- 
mises and  agreements  herein  contained,  shall  extend  to  and  be  obligatory  upon  each 
and  every  firm  or  members  of  firms  who  are  parties  hereto,  or  are  members  of 
either  of  such  association,  but  this  instrument  shall  not  be  binding  on  any  party 
nntil  the  same  is  executed  by  all  the  parties  above  named. 

And  each  of  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  doth  hereby  further  promise 
and  agree  that  in  case  any  of  them  shall  be  guilty  of  any  breach  of  this  agreement; 
the  party  offending  shall  forthwith  upon  the  breach  being  established,  and  for  each 
breach  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  secretary  of  the  Undertakers'  Association  of  Ontario, 
for  the  uses  of  the  association  the  sum  of  $50,  and  in  case  any  such  party  should  fail 
to  pay  such  sum  or  sums,  the  parties  of  the  first  part  agree  to  instruct  all  members 
of  their  association  to  abstain  from  dealing  with  the  party  so  offending,  and  further 
that  in  case  any  of  their  members  shall  refuse  to  be  governed  by  the  rules  of  the 
association  in  that  behalf,  to  deal  with  such  member  as  in  cases  of  other  breaches  by 
manufacturers,  referred  to  in  articles  22  and  23  of  by-laws  of  said  Undertakers' 
Association. 

This  agreement  shall  be  in  force  for  one  year  from  the  first  day  of  May,  1885. 

In  witness  whereof,  tlie  parties  hereto  have  set  their  handf. 

Signed  in  the  presence  of  W.  P.  Prower,  as  to  signatures  of  J.  B.  Mclntyre, 
C.  D  Blachford  and  John  Ferguson.  A.  Mackenzie,  as  to  i-ignatures  of  E.  Philp  & 
Co.,  D.  W.  Thompson  &  Co.,  Semmens  Bros.,  and  the  Ontario  Casket  Company. 

J.  B.  MoINTTRB, 

C.  D.  BLACHFOED, 
JOHN  FBEGUSOISr, 
E.  PHILP  &  CO  , 

D.  W.  THOMPSON  &  CO., 
SEMMENS  BROS,, 

THE  ONTARIO  CASKET  CO. 

E.  PiEHCE,  Manager. 

I  cannot  let  this  opportunity  pass  without  mentioning  the  pleasant  relations 
existing,  the  ready  compliance  with  which  our  requests  have  been  granted,  and  the 
harmonious  understanding  which  has  characterized  our  dealings  with  the  several 
manufacturers  that  compose  the  D.  B.  C.  A. 

Our  approaches  have  been  met  in  that  courteous  and  agreeable  manner  which 
makes  such  transactions  pleasant  to  perform,  and  expresses  the  good  feeling  and 
mutual  understanding  existing  between  us,  and  1  not  only  hope  our  future  relations 
will  prove  as  pleasant  as  the  past,  but  by  becoming  more  firmly  connected  together, 
be,  as  our  interests  are — identical. 

1  have  in  a  brief  manner  alluded  to  the  changes  I  think  would  benefit  the  asso- 
ciation, and  have  given  a  short  resumi  of  the  work  done.    Several  complaints  have 
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teen  received  which  I  have  been  able  to  Rettle  without  laying  before  the  executive 
committee.  Most  of  these  have  been  occasioned  by  the  members  not  yet  being 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  rules  of  the  association.  After  some  correspondence 
I  have  invariably  put  matters  to  rights  without  much  difficulty.  I  have,  to  the  best 
of  my  ability,  performed  the  duties  of  the  office  to  which  you  elected  me,  and  before 
retiring  from  the  position  I  desire  to  thank  those  gentlemen  of  the  executive  board 
and  the  members  in  general  for  their  kindness  and  ready  assistance  during  the  past 
year  whenever  called  upon  for  advice  and  counsel,  and  I  can  assure  them  it  will 
always  be  a  source  of  pleasant  reflection  to  me  that  our  relations  have  been  so  agree- 
able. In  selecting  a  successor  to  fill  this  position,  may  he  be  one  possessing  superior 
ability  to  the  present  occupant,  so  that  the  good  work  you  have  begun  and  is  only 
in  its  infancy,  will  bo  carried  forwsrd  with  greater  zeal  and  energy,  until  the  profes- 
sion is  placed  in  that  position  it  is  our  desire  to  see.  ^ 

SUMMARY. 

New  applicants  accepted  since  last  meeting 6 

New  applicants  rejected  since  last  meeting 18 

New  applicants  accepted  since  last  meeting  having  pur- 
chased the  business  of  a  member  of  the  association  or 

of  an  undertaker  eligible  for  membership 11 

Members  ceased  membership  by  retiring  from  or  selling 

their  business 9 

Total  membership 294 

ORDERS   DRAWN  ON  TREASURER. 

1884. 

Sept.  25     Postage  ordered  last  meeting $  13  10 

Sept.  25     Printing  ordered  last  meeting 16  50 

Nov.   12     Printing  by-laws,  &c 23  50 

Nov,  13     Postage  to  date 9  50 

1885, 

Mar.  16     Printing  and  envelopes  (1,000) 2  50 

April  23     Expenses  of  Executive  Committee  to  Toronto...     24  00 

May      1     Printing  agreements 9  50 

Sept.  16     Eeturned  proposition  fees 42  00 

Cash  received  to   15th  September,   1885,   8444,  which  has  been  handed  to  the 
treasurer  and  for  which  I  hold  his  receipts. 

C.  D.  BLACDFOED,  Secretary. 


TEEASUREE'S  EEPOET. 

Toronto,  16th  September,  1885, 

15th  September,  1885  :— 

Cash  received  to  date »  f^  "^ 

Cash  paid  as  per  orders ^^"  "" 

Cash  balance  on  hand..., $  543  40 

JOHN  YOUNG,  Treasurer. 
Eeferred  to  the  Finance  Committee. 
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PRESIDENT'S  ADDRESS. 

Toronto,  16th  September,  1885. 

Brother  Undertakers, — The  wheel  of  time  in  ita  revolutions  haa  again 
brouo;ht  us  to  our  annual  convention.  I  congratulate  you  upon  the  success  of  our 
association  ;  it  is  no  longer  an  experiment,  but  a  living  substantial  reality. 

The  preliminary  meeting  in  the  parlors  of  Mr.  John  Young,  on  3rd  July,  lfe84, 
of  some  fifty-five  gentlemen,  who  formed  the  nucleus  of  our  organization,  may  have 
a,ppeared  like  a  small  beginning,  but  when  we  recollect  the  zeal  shown  by  those  pre- 
sent and  the  harmony  that  prevailed,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  that  at  our  adjourned 
meeting  held  in  September,  some  two  months  later,  our  membership  had  more  than 
doubled,  and  our  success  is  now  assured,  while  we  are  but  one  year  old  we  stand 
eecond  to  nonein  membership  on  this  continent,  and  the  advancement  of  the  work 
for  which  we  have  associated  ourselves  together. 

It  is  pleasant  to  meet  with  our  brother  undertakers  whom  we  hear  of,  and  these 
meetings  will  help  each  and  every  one  to  become  personally  acquainted  with  each 
other  ;  thus  cementing  us  together  more  closely  in  bonds  of  friendship  ;  these  meet- 
ings should  be  looked  upon  as  a  matter  of  business,  the  information  obtained  more 
than  repays  for  the  time  and  expense  of  attending  our  annual  gathering.  We  find 
•similar  organizations  all  over  the  continent  of  America,  who  have  associated  them- 
selves together  for  mutual  benefit  and  improvement,  and  much  good  has  been  accom- 
plished already.  The  progressive  undertaker  is  never  idle,  his  brain  is  actively 
engaged  at  work  endeavoring  to  improve  himself  on  the  subject  of  preparing  the 
deadlor  burial,  to  succeed  it  is  necessary  for  the  live  undertaker  to  keep  in  the  front 
rank  by  endeavoring  to  better  his  condition  as  well  as  to  elevate  the  standard  of 
his  profession  ;  and  it  should  be  the  fixed  aim  of  every  undertaker  to  make  his 
calling  better  than  he  found  it ;  to  elevate  it,  to  secure  for  it  a  full  recognition  as  a 
permanent  and  regular  profession. 

In  the  past  the  work  has  been  done  by  the  majority  of  those  engaged  in  the 
busine-s  in  a  too  careless  and  unsatisfactory  manner,  which  is  to  be  regretted,  and 
one  of  the  great  objects  of  our  association  is  to  educate  those  who  are  desirous  of 
learning  how  to  prepare  the  dead  for  burial,  so  that  the  features  will  retain  a  life- 
like appearance,  by  the  best  method,  as  well  as  to  bring  to  a  higher  state  of  perfec- 
tion our  profession  ;  to  protect  the  interests  of  our  brother  undertakers  as  well  as 
those  of  our  patrons. 

When  we  look  back  to  the  crude,  indifferent  manner  in  which  the  work  was 
performed  when  many  of  us  entered  the  ranks,  and  now,  as  we  enjoy  the  benefits  of 
the  fertile  brain  of  those  who  have  raised  our  calling  to  the  high  standard  it  now 
occupies,  who  would  willingly  return  to  the  old  plodding  method  of  our  predecessors? 
"  We  have  yet  much  to  learn,"  and  if  we  desire  to  keep  abreast  of  the  times  we  must 
investigate  and  experiment  if  we  expect  to  succeed,  never  resting  satisfied  until  we 
have  become  proficient  in  our  profession.  We  have  done  much  already  toward  this 
end,  still  our  work  is  incomplete,  we  must  protest  against  illegitimate  trade.  It 
should  be  our  desire  to  co  operate  with  the  manufacturers  as  far  as  we  can,  give 
them  our  assistance  to  sustain  legitimate  trade,  and  should  demand  from  them  such 
protection  as  will  sustain  our  association  in  upholding  our  profession.  Let  us 
remember  that  while  we  may  have  different  views  on  different  subjects,  our  interests 
ate  the  sarre,  and  that  we  should  not  under  any  circumstances  allow  differences  of 
opinion  or  sectional  feeling  to  interfere  with  our  business. 

The  work  of  forming  local,  county  or  district  associations  should  be  encouraged, 
as  tbey  will  be  the  means  of  harmonizing  any  feelings  of  business  jealousy  that 
might  exist  by  bringing  together  those  who  though  opponents  in  business  should 
be  on  friendly  terms.  Let  this  suggestion  have  your  earnest  attention.  We  should 
make  one  of  the  grand  objects  of  our  association  the  raising  of  our  profession  to  its 
true  level,  placing  a  standard  below  which  no  man  will  be  recognized  by  us  or  the 
public,  as  an  undertaker.    Every  effort  should  be  put  forth  to  form  these  local  aaso- 
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ciatiODs,  as  the  future  of  this  assooiation  lies  in  the  accompHshmeiit  of  this  desired 
roeult. 

It  is  with  much  gratification  that  I  am  able  to  report  to  you  we  have  succeeded 
in  obtainirg  an  agreement  for  one  year  with  the  Dominion  Burial  Case  Assooiation. 
After  consiaerable  correspondence  a  meeting  was  arranged,  and  the  manufactarera 
■were  all  represented,  and  they  met  us  in  a  friendly  spirit,  and  an  agreement  was 
mutually  entered  into  by  the  president,  secretary  and  chairman  of  your  executive 
committee,  with  the  manufacturers,  a  copy  of  which  was  mailed  by  the  secretary  to 
each  member  of  the  association. 

And  I  trust  the  day  will  never  come  when  the  feelings  of  fraternal  good-will 
and  friendship  which  now  exist  between  this  association  and  the  manufacturers  shall 
ever  grow  less  warm  than  it  is  at  the  present  time. 

Some  correspondence  has  been  had  with  the  associations  in  Michigan  and  New 
York  States,  also  with  some  of  their  manufacturers  asking  their  assistance  to  protect 
our  association  against  illegitimate  trade  of  parties  who  have  been  refused  admission 
to  our  association  "with  good  results,"  and  I  deem  it  advisable  that  this  assooiation 
should  now  join  the  National  Association  for  our  own  protection,  as  we  can  then 
demand,  as  a  right,  protection  as  members  of  said  association,  and  not  appear  as  sup- 
plicants asking  for  favors. 

Daring  the  past  year,  as  your  chief  executive  officer,  I  have  received  invitations 
to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Illinois  Undertakers'  Association,  Indiana  Funeral 
Directors'  Association,  Kansas  Funeral  Directors'  Association,  Michigan  Funeral 
Directors'  Association,  New  England  Undertakers'  Association,  New  York  State 
Undertakers'  Association,  also  a  banquet  given  by  the  Buffalo  Undertakers'  Associa- 
tion at  Genesse  House  on  15th  January  last.  To  the  several  invitations  I  sent  a 
friendly  letter  of  greeting  from  our  association,  and  I  attended  the  banquet  in  person 
of  the  Buffalo  undertakers,  responding  to  the  toast  of  Ontario's  Undertakers'  Asso- 
ciation, and  I  trust  the  friendly  intercourse  thus  begun  between  this  association  and 
the  several  State  organizations  will  be  continued  by  my  successor  in  office,  thus 
cementing  the  ties  of  friendship  as  well  as  the  commercial  relations  existing  between 
Ontario  and  the  neighboring  Eepublic, 

During  the  past  year  quite  a  number  of  applicants  for  membership  were 
received  and  referred  to  the  executive  committee  for  action.  A  large  number  have 
been  refused,  the  executive  thinking  th«re  was  not  an  opening  in  many  cases  for 
new  beginners  without  interfering  with  old  established  business  houses,  a  full  report 
of  the  committee's  actions  will  be  submitted  for  your  consideration. 

The  present  law  in  regard  to  the  dealing  with  applications  for  membership,  as 
well  as  those  against  whom  charges  are  preferred  for  offences  at  variance  with  our 
by-laws,  is  unsatisfactory,  and  requires  to  be  amended  by  giving  power  to  the 
executive  to  act  more  promptly,  thus  saving  valuable  time.  While  our  by-laws  met 
the  wants  during  the  first  year  of  our  organization,  it  will  be  necessary  to  make 
several  amendments  to  meet  oases  coming  before  us  for  which  no  provision  was 
made.  Your  executive  committee,  who  have  been  assiduous  in  their  duties  during 
the  past  year,  are  deserving  of  our  grateful  thanks.  They  have  prepared  several 
amendments  to  our  by-laws,  which  will  be  presented  for  your  consideration. 

While  a  number  of  complaints  have  been  made  during  the  past  year,  none  of  a 
very  serious  nature,  the  committee  have  endeavored  to  settle  them  without  resorting^ 
to  any  harsh  treatment.  I  deem  it  of  the  utmost  importance  to  adopt  a  code  of 
ethics,  and  would  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  code  as  laid  down  by  the  National 

Association.  „     .  .  .  r         ■^^ 

I  have  no  doubt  but  the  subject  of  raising  our  entrance  fee  will  engage  your 
attention  with  a  view  of  deciding  whether  it  would  not  be  desirable  to  pass  a  by-law 
reauirine  all  those  who  desire  to  join  our  assooiation  after  a  certain  date  should  be 
charged  an  admission  fee  similar  to  what  is  charged  by  other  undertakers'  associa- 

*°°  I  regret  to  have  to  report  to  you  the  death  of  our  late  2nd  vice-president,  Joseph 
Strong,  of  St.  Thomas,  who  passed  over  to  the  silent  majority,  on  19th  November, 
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1884,  whilst  actively  engaged  in  the  duties  of  his  profession.  At  our  last  meeting  ho 
was  full  of  bright  hopes  of  future  happiness  and  usefulness  among  his  fellow  citizens 
by  whom  he  was  held  in  high  esteem ;  he  had  by  his  manly,  straightforward  actions 
acd  ever  gentlemanly  deportment  endeared  himself  to  all  those  with  whom  he  had 
been  brought  into  contact,  while  to  all  with  whom  he  had  been  acquainted  in  the 
city  of  St.  Thomas,  he  was  bound  closely  and  warmly  by  ties  of  friendship,  "  none 
knew  him  but  to  love  him."  To  the  family  of  our  deceased  brother  we  can  only 
tender  our  true  and  sincere  condolence  in  their  distress.  On  learning  of  the  death 
of  brother  Strong,  I  instructed  the  secretary  to  notify  all  our  members  within  a  rear 
Bonable  distance,  by  card,  the  hour  of  the  funeral,  requesting  them  to  attend;  and  I 
am  pleased  to  state  that  quite  a  large  number  of  our  members  went  to  assist  in  con- 
signing the  mortal  remains  to  the  silent  tomb  ;  and  I  would  now  suggest  that  a 
letter  of  condolence  be  prepared  and  sent  by  this  association  to  the  family  of  our 
departed  brother. 

Let  us  now,  during  the  session  before  us,  devote  ourselves  closely  to  the  consid- 
eration of  those  questions  which  the  rapidly  increasing  importance  of  our  association 
presents  to  our  view;  system,  promptitude  and  harmony,  are  requisite  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  work  for  which  we  have  assembled. 

After  due  consideration  we  deemed  it  in  the  interests  of  our  association  to 
engage  Prof  Eenouard  to  lecture  to  our  members  and  give  us  a  practical  demonstra- 
tion on  a  subject,  and  we  trust  our  actions  will  meet  with  your  approval.  If  the 
result  of  our  labors  to  make  this  meeting  attractive  and  beneficial  to  the  members 
meets  with  your  approval,  your  officers  and  committee  will  feel  grateful. 

In  conclusion  I  thank  you  for  the  unmerited  kindness  which  you  have  shown 
me,  as  well  as  the  compliment  conferred  by  electing  me  as  your  first  president,  and 
above  all  I  desire  to  thank  you,  one  and  all,  for  the  uniform  kindness,  confidence  and 
respect  I  have  received  from  my  associates,  and  the  kind  cooperation  of  the  members 
throughout  Ontario.  I  feel  my  report  would  be  incomplete  if  I  failed  to  place  on 
record  my  appreciation  of  the  valuable  services  rendered  me  as  well  as  this  associa- 
tion by  our  worthy  and  esteemed  secretary,  C.  D.  Blachford.  Words  would  fail  to 
convey  to  you  the  obligations  we  are  under  to  our  worthy  brother,  not  only 
for  tbe  valuable  aid  and  assistance  he  has  rendered  me,  but  for  the  prompt  and  kind 
manner  in  which  he  has  answered  all  communications  and  enquiries  made  by  our 
members,  and  the  intelligence  he  has  displayed  in  the  execution  of  the  important 
trust  confided  to  him .  And  I  trust  the  valuable  services  rendered  this  association 
will  be  duly  appreciated  by  the  members  present. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  B.  MoINTYEB,  President. 

On  motion  of  Messrs.  D.  Hog^,  Perth,  and  F.  L.  Harrison,  Strathroy,  it  was 
resolved  that  the  address  of  the  president  be  received  and  referred  to  a  special  com- 
inittee  to  report  thereon.  It  was  referred  to  the  same  committee  to  which  the 
secretary's  report  was  referred. 

Mr.  Patrick  Blake,  of  Detroit,  was  welcomed  and  given  a  seat  on  the  platform 
by  the  president,  and  in  response  to  the  applause  which  greeted  him  said  he  hoped 
they  did  not  expect  a  reply  to  that  introduction.  He  was  simply  Patrick  Blake,  of 
Detroit,  and  came  to  hear  what  he  could  hear,  and  see  what  he  could  see,  and  learn 
any  new  ideas  with  reference  to  this  profession.  He  had  no  idea  of  being  rushed  to 
the  platform,  and  his  modesty  would  tell  him  to  keep  still  till  the  ordinary  busioeas 
was  through. 

A  letter  was  read  f.om  D.  W.  Thompson,  secretary  of  the  Dominion  Burial 
Case  Association,  inviting  the  members  of  this  association  to  a  dinner  to  be  given  by 
the  Dominion  Burial  Case  Association  on  Thursday  the  lYth  September,  in  St. 
Andrew's  Hall. 

On  motion  of  Messrs.  J.  Nott,  Port  Perry,  and  F.  A.  Latshaw,  Dandas,  it  was 
resolved  that  this  kind  request  be  accepted  and  be  complied  with  by  members  of 
this  association. 
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A  few  of  the  hundreda  of  communications  received  by  the  secretary  during  tha 
year,  were  read  by  him,  showing  the  work  the  committee  had  been  doing,  and  the. 
good  feeling  there  is  between  the  manufacturers  and  the  association. 

On  motion  of  Messrs.  John  Nott,  and  J.  T.  George,  it  was  resolved  that  the 
time  of  our  meeting  bo  as  follows  :  —Adjourn  at  12.30  o'clock,  meet  at  2  o'clock; 
adjourn  at  6  o'clock ;  meet  at  7.30,  and  remain  in  session  until  the  work  of  the 
association  shall  be  completed. 

The  following  accounts  were  read  and  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee : — 

A.  Lawson  &  Co $  6  00 

C.  D.  Blaohford 33  67 

J.  B.  Mclntyre 7  20 

Executive  committee 18  00 

Prof.  Eenouard 125  00 

Hill  &  Weir 1  75 

Temperance  Hall 10  00 

Short-hand  reporter 5  00 

Mr.  J.  Nott,  of  Port  Perry,  asued  if  any  steps  had  been  taken  by  the  executiva 
committee  with  regard  to  insurance,  as  many  think  there  should  bo  some  means  of 
protecting  members  of  this  association  by  insurance? 

President:  No  action  has  yet  been  taken  in  the  matter. 

It  was  moved  by  W,  H,  Hoyle,  seconded  by  A.  F.  Harrington,  that  the  president 
and  secretary  of  this  association,  be  a  committee  to  lay  before  the  Attorney-General 
of  this  Province,  the  great  benefit  the  public  would  receive  if  members  of  this  asso- 
ciation were  permitted  to  register  deaths  and  grant  the  oflioiating  minister  a  certifi- 
cate of  the  same.  No  fee  to  be  exacted  from  the  public  for  the  performance  of 
this  duty;  and  in  all  cases  the  funeral  director  shall  forward  to  the  clerk  of  each 
municipality  a  record  of  his  proceedings. 

This  resolution  provoked  considerable  discussion  as  to  the  law  on  the  point  and. 
the  custom  in  some  parts  of  the  province. 

It  was  finally  moved  in  amendment  by  T.  Gibbard,  Napanee,  seconded  by  T.  W". 
Xiord,  North  Gower,  that  a  special  committee  be  appointed  to  look  into  the  matter 
and  report  at  the  evening  session .     The  amendment  ou  being  put  was  carried. 

The  president  named  Messrs.  J.  T.  George,  Port  Hope ;  W.  H.  Hoyle,  Canning- 
ton,  and  J.  Chapman,  Hamilton,  as  a  special  committee  on  the  resolution. 

The  convention  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  2  o'clock. 


BEPORT  OP  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  AEDRESSES   OF  THE  PRESIDENT    AND  SECBETARr. 

Toronto,  16th  September,  1885. 

To  the  President,  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Ontario  Undertakers'  Association  : 

Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  address  of  the  president,  beg  to  report: 
First,  it  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  to  learn  of  the  success  of  the  association. 
We  also  concur  in  the   seniiment  expressed    in  the  address,  that  this  associatioa 

is  doing  a   good  work   toward   elevating   as  well  as   educating  the  undertakers  in 

Ontario. 

We  also  approve  of  the  suggestion  of  forming  local  and  county  associationp,  aad 
would  recommend  that  the  next  president  make  an  effort  to  bring  about  this  desired 

result. 

We  approve  of  the  action  of  the  president  in  bringing  about  an  agreement  with 
the  manufacturers,  and  trust  the  friendly  feeling  now  existing  will  continue;  and 
would  recommend  that  your  officers  and  executive  committee  be  empowered  to  re- 
new the  same  with  the  manufacturers  on  as  favorable  terms  as  possible,  upon  the 
expiration  of  the  present  agreement. 
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We  heartily  approve  of  the  action  of  the  president  in  his  endeavors  to  bring 
about  friendly  relations  between  this  association  and  similar  associations  in  the  neigh- 
"boring  republic,  by  friendly  correspondence. 

We  would  also  recommend  that  this  association  join  the  Nation  al  Association, 
as  a  matter  of  protection  to  ourselves. 

Wo  would  further  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  National  Code  of  Ethics,  as 
suggested  by  the  president,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  appended,  and  that  the  same 
be  printed  in  the  annual  report. 

As  to  the  matter  of  raising  the  entrance  fee,  your  committee  are  of  the  opinion 
that  it  would  be  in  the  interest  of  this  association  to  raise  the  entrance  fee  after  the 
first  day  of  January,  1886,  to  the  sum  of  twenty-five  dollars. 

We  would  further  recommend  that  a  special  committee  be  appointed  to  draft  a 
letter  of  condolence  to  the  family  of  cur  late  second  vice-president,  Brother  Joseph 
Strong. 

We  also  approve  of  the  actions  of  the  president  in  issuing  cards  of  invitation  to 
the  funeral  of  late  Brother  Strong. 

We  also  approve  of  the  action  of  the  president  in  obtaining  the  services  of  Prof. 
Eenouard  to  lecture,  and  give  a  practical  demonstration  on  embalming  for  the  benefit 
of  our  members,  believing  it  will  be  the  means  of  increasing  our  usefulness  and  create 
a  greater  interest  in  the  association. 

We  heartily  approve  of  all  the  president  has  said  in  regard  to  the  efficiency  of 
onr  secretary,  C.  JD.  Blackford,  he  has  proved  himself  as  worthy  of  our  confidence 
and  esteem,  and  we  hope  the  association  will  reward  him  well  for  his  valuable  services, 
and  would  recommend  that  an  appropriation  of  one  hundred  dollars  be  made  from  the 
funds  of  this  association  to  C.  D.  Blachford  for  services  rendered. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

F.  L.  HAEEISON,  Strathroy, 
V.  P.  HUMPHREY,  Toronto. 
MAYNAED  EOGBES,  Ottawa. 


Toronto,  16th  September,  1885.. 
To  the  President,  Ofcers  and  Members  of  the  Ontario  Undertakers'  Association  ; 

We,  your  committee  appointed  to  report  on  the  report  of  the  secretary,  would 
suggest  the  advisability  of  the  secretary  forwarding,  direct  to  each  member  of  the 
executive  committee,  a  copy  of  all  complaints  or  applications;  they  replying 
direct  to  the  secretary ;  in  order  to  lessen  the  time  taken  at  present,  in  all  such 
matters. 

We  agree  with  the  secretary's  suggestion  in  joinirg  the  National  Association, 
and  in  sending  a  delegate  to  the  same. 

We  also  agree  with  the  secretary  and  recommend  a  proper  set  of  books  be  pur- 
chased by  the  association  for -the  secretary's  use,  and  further  recommend  that  the 
secretary  in  the  future  receive  a  salary  of  one  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

In  regard  to  new  membership  fee,  we  recommend  the  sum  of  twenty-five  dollars 
instead  of  fifty  dollars,  as  suggested  by  the  secretary. 

We  recommend  that  a  committee  be  struck  off  to  prepare  a  price  list  the  same 
to  be  presented  at  this  meeting.  ' 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

P.  L.  HAEEISON,  Strathroy. 
V.  P.  HUMPHEEY,  Toronto. 
MAYNAED  EOGEES,  Ottawa. 

The  report,  after  some  little  discussion,  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Messrs.  V.  P.  Humphrey,  Toronto,  and  P.  A.  Latshaw,  Dnndas^ 
it  was  resolved  that  the  secretary  procure  a  seal  for  the  association. 
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The  following  were  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  a  resolution  of  condolence, 
to  be  forwarded  to  the  family  of  our  late  second  vice-president,  Joseph  Strong  : — 
viz.,  W.  P.  Prower,  Bowmanville  ;  R.  Eeid,  Kingston  ;  and  D,  Clifford,  Brantford. 
The  following  were  appointed  a  Committee  on  Price  Lists:— M.  Rogers, 
Ottawa;  G.  G.  Smith,  Barrie;  J.  C.  Campbell,  Beaverton ;  V.  P.  Humphrey, 
Toronto;  and  W.  R.  Pray,  Hamilton. 

The  finance  committee  reported  as  follows  :— 

Your  Committee  beg  leave  to  report  that  we  have  examined  the  books  of  the 
treasurer  and  secretary,  and  find  them  correct,  with  a  balance  in  the  hands  of  the 
treasurer  of  $543.40,  and  recommend  that  the  following  named  accounts  be  paid : — 

Hill&  Weir $     1  75 

J.  B.  Mclntyre  7  20 

A.  llenouard  125  00 

A.  Lawson  &  Co 6  00 

J.  A.  Shannon,  short-hand  reports.... 5  00 

Executive  committee,  postage , 18  00 

C.  D.  Blachford,  stationery  and  postage 33  67 

Proprietors  of  Temperance  Hall 10  00 

Total........  $i06  62 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

S.  B.  W.  CARPENTER,   Chairman. 
P.  A.  LATSHAW, 
J.  WOLFE, 
H.  NEILSON. 

On  motion  of  Messrs.  W.  J.  Nichols,  Walkerton,  and  D.  Travers,  Erin,  it  was 
resolved  that  the  report  be  received  and  adopted,  and  an  order  be  drawn  on  the 
treasurer  for  the  amounts  named  therein. 

It  was  moved  bv  John  Ferguson,  London,  seconded  by  C.  D.  Blachford,  Hamil- 
ton, that  Prof.  A.  Eenouard,  of  Kansas  City  be,  and  is  hereby  admitted  as  an 
honorary  member  of  this  association. — Carried. 

Prof.  Renouard  replied  to  the  resolution  by  thanking  them  for  this  unexpected 
honor,  and  stating  that  when  he  returned  to  his  home,  in  the  far  west,  he  should 
take  a  pride  in  telling  his  friends  of  the  kind  manner  in  which  he  had  been  treated 
in  Canada. 

On  motion  of  Messrs.  T.  Gibbard,  Napanee,  and  J.  Kilgour,  London,  it  was 
resolved  that  the  sum  of  six  dollars  be  paid  to  each  of  the  executive  committee,  for 
their  personal  expenses  during  their  meetings  in  the  city,  ia  order  to  prepare  the 
business  for  this  convention. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  executive  committee  be  authorized  to  have  the  minutes 
with  the  by-laws  printed,  to  the  number  of  TOO. 

On  motion  of  Messrs.  John  Young,  Toronto,  and  R.  Askin,  Markdale,  it  was 
resolved.  That  The  Gasket,  of  Rochester,  be,  and  is  hereby  recognized  as  the  official 
organ  of  this  association. 

On  motion  of  Messrs.  C.  D.  Blachford  and  John  Young,  it  was  resolved  that  thes- 
thanks  of  this  association  be,  and  are  hereby  tendered  to  J.  A.  Schofield,  of  Dunn- 
ville,  for  his  services  as  assistant  secretary  at  this  session. 

Mr,  W.  H.  Hoyle  read  the  report  of  the  special  committee  appointed  at  the 
morning  session  to  enquire  into  the  law  regarding  the  registration  of  deaths  :— 

We,  your  Special  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  "W.  H. 
Hoyle,  re  registration  of  deaths,  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows:— viz.,  That  on  appli- 
tjation'to  the  city  clerk  for  a  copy  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  Ontario,  we  find  that 
section  12,  page  378,  and  section  24,  page  380  (copies  of  which  are  hereto  attached), 
clearly   leaves   out  the   spirit  of  the   resolution;  and  we   hereby  recommend   i.t» 

W.  H.  HOYLE,  I  (-<'>"™«"««- 
3—46 
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Copy  of  section  12,  page  378,  Revised  Statutes  of  Ontario  : 

The  occupier  of  the  house  or  tenement  in  which  a  death  takes  place;  or  if  the 
occupier  be  the  person  who  has  died,  then  some  one  of  the  persons  residing  in  the 
house  in  which  the  death  took  place,  or  if  such  death  has  not  taken  place  within  a 
house,  then  any  person  present  at  the  death,  or  having  any  knowledge  of  the  circum- 
stances attending  the  same,  or  the  coroner  who  attends  any  inquest  held  on  such 
person,  shall,  before  the  interment  of  the  body,  supply  to  the  division  registrar  of 
the  division  in  which  such  death  takes  place  according  to  his  or  her  knowledge  or 
belief,  all  particulars  required  to  be  registered  touching  such  death,  by  the  form  pro- 
vided by  this  Act. 

Certified  a  true  copy  of  section   12  of  the  Act  respecting  the  Eegistration  of 

'      '  THOS.  SANDERSON,  City  Clerk's  Office,  Toronto. 

PENALTY. 

Copy  of  section  24,  page  380,  Revised  Statutes  of  Ontario : 

If  any  householder,  head  of  the  family,  clergyman,  physician,  or  other  person 
or  persons  required  by  this  Act  to  report  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  refuses  or 
wilfully  neglects  to  do  so  within  the  time  named,  such  persons  shall  for  each  and 
every  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  less  than  one  dollar,  nor  more  than 
twenty  dollars  and  costs  in  the  discretion  of  the  presiding  justice,  before  whom  the 
case  is  heard ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  division  registrar  to  prosecute  all  such 
persons  so  neglecting  or  refusing  to  make  the  required  reports;  but,  if  the  return 
required  by  this  Act,  to  be  made  by  more  than  one  person,  is  made  by  any  one  of 
such  persons,  the  other  of  such  persons  shall  not  be  liable  to  any  penalty  in  respect 
of  the  default. 

Certified  a  true  copy  of  section  24  of  the  Act  respecting  the  Eegistratian  of  Deaths. 

THOS.  SANDERSON,  Gity  Clerk's  Office,  Toronto. 

DEATHS. 

The  person  required  to  register  a  death  is  the  occupier  of  the  house  in  which 
the  death  takes  place,  and  the  return  must  be  made  before  the  interment  of  the  body. 
Any  medical  man  who  was  last  in  attendance  during  the  last  illness  of  any  deceased 
person  is  required  to  register  the  cause  of  death. 

Refusal  or  neglect  to  make  these  reports,  or  any  one  of  them,  within  the  specified 
time  will  subject  the  person  or  persons  so  neglecting  or  refusing  to  a  penalty  of 

Twenty  dollars  and  costs. 

The  officers  administering  the  Act  in  the  different  divisions  have  been  instructed 
to  strictly  enforce  its  requirements,  and  to  prosecute  all  persons  who  fail  to  comply 
with  its  provisions. 

Blank  forms  for  the  registration  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  can  be  ob- 
tained from  any  postmaster  in  the  province,  and  when  filled  up  can  be  sent  to  the 
division  registrar  free  of  postage,  by  leaving  the  envelope  unsealed  and  marked  on 
the  outside  "registration  return." 

A.  S.  HARDY,  Registrar- General. 
H.  8.  CREWE,  Inspector. 

Registrar-General's  Oppioe,  Toronto,  Ist  January,  1883. 
The  report  was  adopted. 

Messrs.  M.  Morse,  Niagara  Falls,  and  1).  Travers,  Erin,  moved  the  following 
resolution : — 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  association  will  not  deal  with  any  manufac- 
turing establishment  or  jobber  of  undertakers'  supplies,  who  sell  goods  to  private 
citizens  or  persons  not  members  of  this  association  acting  in  an  unprofessional  way, 


undertakers'  combination.  722 


provided  they  do  not  desist  after  being  notified  by  the  secretary  to  do  so,  and  that 
this  clause  be  inserted  in  the  by-laws. 

On  motion  of  Messrs.  T.  Gibbard,  Napanee,  and  J.  Lambert,  Aylmer,  it  was 
resolved  to  refer  this  resolution  to  the  executive  committee  to  report  thereon. 

Mi%  Prower  read  the  report  of  the  special  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a 
letter  of  condolence  to  be  sent  to  the  family  of  the  late  JoHcph  Strong,  as  follows:  — 

Toronto,  16th  September,  1835. 

The  ways  of  the  Almighty  are  past  finding  oat,  but  they  aredireoted  in  wisdom. 
He  has  seen  fit  to  call  our  beloved  Brother  Joaeph  Strong  home  to  himself,  to  sum- 
mon him  away  in  the  midst  of  an  active  career  of  usefulness.  In  the  death  of  our 
respective  brother,  our  association  has  lost  one  of  its  brightest  members ;  and  all 
those  with  whom  he  associated  a  true  and  sincere  friend.  He  ardently  looked  for- 
ward to  this  meeting,  and  to  the  unison  of  old  friends,  but  suddenly  stricken  with 
illness,  in  the  full  prime  and  vigor  of  manhood,  he  was  summoned  to  the  great 
unknown  and  mysterious  future  :  bat  with  the  most  perfect  faith  in  a  blessed  im- 
mortality. He  was  beloved  by  everyone  who  knew  him,  and  his  death  was  a  serious 
loss  to  his  many  friends  in  the  city  of  St.  Thomas,  where  he  enjoyed  the  confidence  of 
his  fellow  citizens.  His  genial  character,  his  correct  deportment  as  a  citizen  and  an 
undertaker,  will  ever  reserve  for  him  a  place  in  our  memory. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  furnish  to  the  family  of  our  departed  Bro.  Joseph 
Strong,  copies  of  these  proceedings,  and  assure  them  we  sympathize  and  condole 
with  them  in  their  sorrow. 

W.  P.  PROWER, 
D.  CLIFFORD, 
ROBERT  RBID. 

The  report  was  adopted  and  the  resolution  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  sent  to 
the  widow  of  the  deceased. 

Mr.  Patrick  Blake,  of  Detroit,  on  being  called  upon  to  make  a  few  remarks  on 
the  late  Bro.  Strong,  said  he  had  had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  him  well,  had  worked 
with  him  for  some  years,  and  all  that  had  been  said  here  to-day  about  him  can 
scarcely  convey  an  idea  of  the  character  of  the  man.  He  was  genial  and  kind,  faith- 
ful, honorable  and  upright,  and  he  (Mr.  B.)  was  glad  that  they  had  honored  his 
recollection  by  this  resolution. 

The  second  vice-president's  chair  was  appropriately  draped  in  mourninsr,  and  a 
beautiful  floral  tribute,  bearing  the  words,  "In  Memoriam,"  placed  therein,  and 
occupied  a  position  to  the  left  of  that  of  the  president. 

On  motion  of  Messrs.  John  Ferguson,  London,  and  John  Walker,  Port  Hope,  it 
was  resolved,  that  Mr.  P.  Blake,  of  Detroit,  and  Mr.  W.  W.  Hal  pin,  president  of  the 
Montreal  association,  be  tendered  an  honorary  membership  in  this  association. 

The  Convention,  on  motion,  adjourned  at  6  o'clock,  to  meet  at  7.30. 


EVENING  SESSION. 

The  convention  resumed  business  shortly  after  7.30,  p.m. 

Toronto,  16th  September,  1885. 

Mr.  Rogers,  Ottawa,  read  the  report  of  the  committee  on  price  lists. 

To  the  President,  Officers,  and  Members  of  the  Ontario  Undertakers'  Association  : 

Clause  l.-We,  the  committee  appointed  by  you  to  draft  oat  a  scale  of  prices, 
beg  to  recommend  that  the  manufacturers  be  requested  to  withdraw  either  their 
No.  1  or  li  coffins,  as  one  of  them  is  all  that  is  necessary  for  our  trade,  and  the  two 
only  tend  towards  a  complication  of  prices.— Passed.  _  ^^  tv.^ 

Clause  2.- We  also  beg  to  enter  an  earnest  protest  against  any  member  ot    ho 
association  throwing  in  any  shell,  use  of  hearse,  crapes,  or  any  other  article  of  legiti- 
mate trade. — Passed. 
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Clause  3. — We  would  also  suggest  that  the  following  sums  be  the  lowest  for  use 
of  hearses: — For  adult  hearse,  lowest  price,  $6.00 ;  for  child's  hearse,  lowest  price, 
«4.00 

There  was  considerable  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  subject  matter  of  this 
clause,  many  representatives  from  country  districts  claiming  that  the  pricJwas  too 
high  for  their  places  and  more  suitable  for  town  and  cities. 

Messrs.  Ford,  Blenheim,  and  Lord,  North  Gower,  moved  to  amend  the  clause  by 
striking  out  the  words  "  six  "  and  "tour,"  and  substituting  the  word  "  five." 

Messrs.  Herrington,  St.  Mary's,  and  Nichol,  Walkerton,  moved  an  amendment 
to  the  amendment,  that  the  prices  in  villages  not  incorporated  be  $3.00  for  children, 
and  $4.00  for  adults  ;  io  incorporated  villages  and  towns,  $5.00  and  $6.00  ;  and  in 
cities,  $7.00  and  $10.00. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment,  on  being  put,  was  lost. 

The  amendment  on  being  put  was  lost. 

The  clause  then  passed  as  it  stood. 

A  motion  was  made  to  reconsider  the  question,  bat  was  lost. 

Clause  4. — That  the  price  of  all  manufactured  adults'  shells  be  not  less  than 
$3.00.— Passed. 

Clause  5. —  We  consider  that  prices  of  articles  not  mentioned  in  our  report  had 
better  be  regulated  by  the  local  organizations,  as  there  is  such  a  difference  in  freight 
and  other  charges. — Passed. 

Other  clauses  referring  to  the  prices  of  cofiSns  and  caskets  were  read  and  dis- 
cussed. So  much  diversity  of  opinion  was  found  to  exist  between  country  and  city 
representatives,  that,  after  a  lengthy  discussion,  it  was  [moved  by  Messrs.  Young, 
Toronto,  and  Carpenter,  Tilsonburg,  that  the  matter  of  arranging  the  prices  be  left 
in  the  hands  of  the  executive  committee  for  twelve  months. 

It  was  moved  in  amendment  by  Messrs.  Gibbard  and  Stone,  that  the  prices  as 
submitted  by  the  committee  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  executive  committee  to 
report  thereon . 

Mr.  Young  withdrew  his  motion  and  the  amendment  was  carried. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

D    CLIFFOED, 

v.  P.  HUMPHREY, 

JOEL  SMITH, 

WM.  E.  PEAY, 

MAYNARD  KOGERS,  Sec'y  of  Com^ 


KEPORT  OP   EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE. 

London,  15th  September,  1885. 
Mr,  Presidtnt  and  Gentletnen  : 

Your  executive  committee  respectfully  submit  the  following  as  our  report  for 
the  year  ending  on  the  above  'date  : — 

The  deep  interest  we  have  taken  in  our  association  since  its  organization,  has 
somewhat  lightened  the  labors  of  this  committee,  and  if  our  endeavors  to  give  just 
and  impartial  decisions  on  all  cases  that  have  come  before  us  will  meet  with  the 
approval  of  the  assembly,  we  will  feel  amply  repaid  for  the  work  done. 

We  found  that  our  by-laws,  as  they  now  stand,  are  not  complete  enough  to 
enable  an  executive  committee  to  give  clear  and  prompt  decisions  in  all  cases  that 
arise.  Whenever  a  complaint  or  other  matter  came  before  the  committee  which  was 
not  covered  by  the  constitution  or  by-laws,  we  have  used  what  we  thought  to  be  com- 
mon sense,  and  decided  accordingly. 

The  work  of  the  committee  has  been  considerable,  and  occasioned  a  great  deal 
of  correspondence,  but,  as  We  were  willing  to  do  anything  for  the  best  interests  of 
the  profession  and  association,  the  work  has  been  cheerfully  done. 
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We  think  some  of  our  members  expect  too  much  from  an  association  of  this 
kind,  not  taking  into  consideration  that  it  is  not  yet  fifteen  months  old,  and  look  upon 
it  as  an  inamediate  remedy  to,  and  able  to  rectify  the  many  troublesome  and  annoy- 
ing positions  which  they  have  been  placed  in  in  past  years.  To  them  wo  would  say 
it  will  take  time  to  place  the  association  in  a  position  that  will  enable  it  to  govern 
the  many  wrongs  the  members  are  subject  to  at  present.  We  must  creep  before  we 
can  walk,  and  in  order  to  walk  well,  our  limbs  must  not  be  distorted  bv  creeping  too 
fast.  Oar  by-laws  must  be  amended  from  tine  to  time,  so  as  to  be  m'ade  applicable 
to  the  many  different  cases  arising.  As  these  subjects  come  before  the  officers,  they 
will  make  notes  of  them,  and  have  the  by-laws  amended  at  the  foUow'ing  meeting  to 
suit  them.  Our  members  must  be  instructed  more  fully  as  to  the  objects  and  pur- 
poses, and  working  of  the  organization  ;  and,  as  we  look  back  over  the  few  short 
months  it  has  been  in  existence,  and  see  the  popular  endorsement  it  has  met  with 
from  the  profession,  and  the  developments  it  has  made,  we  think  that  if  the  mem- 
bers will  but  have  patience  and  lend  each  their  individual  helps,  we  will  see  the 
association  in  a  position  to  right  all  wrongs  and  prevent  their  re  occurrence. 

Tour  committee  thought  a  free  school  of  embalming  following  the  session  of  the 
association  this  year,  would  not  only  prove  instructive,  but  would  supply  an  oppor- 
tunity for  our  members  to  gain  an  insight  into  the  art,  which,  we  feel  confident  will, 
within  a  few  years,  be  a  necessary  attainment  for  every  undertaker  to  have.  And 
he  that  wishes  to  keep  abreast  of  his  brother  professionals  in  this  progressive  age, 
must  sooner  or  later,  make  an  attempt  to  gain  a  knowledge  of  that  which  is  at  pre- 
sent a  very  important  matter  occupying  the  minds  of  the  profession  throughout  the 
country.  Believing  that  at  this  time,  when  we  are  met  together  for  our  mutual  good, 
would  be  a  proper  one  for  our  members  to  learn  something  of  embalming,  the  execu- 
tive committee  engaged  the  services  of  Professor  A.  Eenouard,  of  Kansas  City,  form- 
erly of  the  Eochester  School  of  Embalming,  whose  reputation  as  a  practical  embalmer 
and  lecturer,  is  not  excelled  by  any,  to  j/ive  free  instructions  to  the  members,  and  for 
that  purpose  secured  the  Lecture  Amphitheatre  of  the  Toronto  School  of  Medicine. 
A  subject  has  been  procured,  and  we  hope  every  member  will  avail  himself  of  the 
opportunity  to  obtain  an  acquaintance  with  this  branch  of  the  profession,  which,  if 
he  desire  to  keep  time  with  the  age,  he  will  require  to  have  to  be  successful. 

Then  followed  a  summary  of  the  complaints  and  applications  received  during 
the  year,  and  the  decisions  given  in  each  case,  all  of  which,  with  one  or  two  excep- 
tions, were  sustained. 

The  following  resolution,  which  was  referred  to  this  committee,  has  been  con- 
sidered, and  we  recommend  its  adoption,  with  the  following  words  added:  "  provided 
he  does  not  desist  after  being  notified  by  the  secretary  to  do  so." 

Besolution— Moved  by  M.  Morse,  Niagara  Falls,  seconded  by  D.  Smith  Travis, 
Erin,  that  the  members  of  this  association  will  not  deal  with  any  manufacturing  es- 
tablishment or  jobber  of  undertakers'  supplies,  who  sells  goods  to  private  citizens  or 
persons  not  members  of  the  association  acting  in  an  unprofessional  way,  and  that  this 
clause  be  inserted  in  the  by-laws. 

The  report  on  a  whole  was,  on  motion  of  Messrs.  Young  and  Gibbard,  adopted* 

fJOHN  FEEGUSON,  Chairman. 
I  EOBBET  ASKIN, 
Committee  \  A.  P.  HBREINGTON, 
I  D.  HOGG, 
I  W.  P.  PEOWBE. 

On  motion  of  Messrs.  J.  Youcg,  Toronto,  and  Ford,  Blenheim,  it  was  resolved 
that  the  members  of  ibis  association  shall  not  purchase  undertakers'  furnishings 
from  manufacturers  or  jobbers,  or  from  those  who  do  not  belong  to  the  Bunal  Case 
Manufacturing  Associations,  and  that  the  secretary  request  the  manufacturers  associa- 
iiioD  to  keep  us  informed  of  any  such  cases  coming  under  their  notice. 

Notice  of  motion  having  been  given  at  the  last  meeting,  Mr.  H.  Hoyle,  Canning- 
ton,  now  moved,  seconded  by  Mr.  V.  P.  Humphrey,   Toronto,  that  on  the  death  of  a 
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member  of  this  association,  the  secretary  being  informed  of  the  fact,  shall  give  no- 
tice of  the  same  to  the  members  of  said  associaiion,  accompanied  with  an  invitation 
for  each  member  to  attend  the  funeral  if  possible. — Carried. 

On  motion  of  Messrs.    W.  J,  Verney,   Tottenham,  and  A.  Dodd,  Bolton,  it  was 
resolved  that  our  fiscal  year  end  with  the  annual  meeting  in  September. 
The  following  officers  were  then  elected  for  the  ensuing  year : 
I'resident  :  J.  B.  Molntyre,  St.  Catharines. 
1st  Vice-President:  George  Hess,  M.P. P.,  Listowell. 
"  W.  H.  Hoyle,  Cannington. 

"  W.  H.  Sione,  jr.,  Toronto. 

"  H.  Niilson,  Chatham. 

"  S.  Eogers,  sr.,  Ottawa. 

C.  D.  Blachford,  Hamilton, 
J.  Young,  Toronto. 

On  motion  of  Messrs.  V.  P.  Humphrey,  and  J.  Young,  Toronto,  the  president  was 
appointed  a  delegate  to  the  National  Convention  at  Philadelphia,  his  necessary  ex- 
penses to  be  paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  association. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  executive  committee  for  the  able  manner  in 
which  they  carried  out  their  duties. 

On  motion  of  Messrs.  John  Nott,  Port  Perry,  and  Joel  Smith,  Glanford,  a  stand- 
ing vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  lo  J.  B.  Molntyre,  president  of  the  Undertakers' 
Association  of  Ontario,  not  only  for  the  able  and  efficient  manner  in  which  he  has 
discharged  his  duties  while  in  session,  but  at  all  times  for  his  courtesy  to  the  mem- 
bers both  in  answering  correspondents  and  giving  valuable  advice  on  everything 
pretaining  to  the  interest  and  well-being  of  our  association. 

On  motion  of  Messrs.  Hoyle  and  itogers,  it  was  resolved  that  the  association 
stand  adjourned  to  meet  in  the  city  of  Toronto,  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  tha 
Industrial  Fair,  in  1886. 

The  convention  then  adjourned. 


2nd 
3rd 
4th 
5th 

Secretary : 
Treasurer : 


LIST  OF  MBMBBES. 


HONORARY  MEMBERS. 


A.  Eenouard,  Kansas  City.  I 

P.  Blake,  Detroit.  Mich.  | 

W.  W.  Halpin,  President  Montreal  Un-  ■ 

dertakers'  Association,  Montreal.         I 


M.  Haghes,  Winnipeg. 
G.  Lepine,  Quebec. 


MEMBERS. 


Askin,  E.,  Markdale 
Allin,  J).,  Newcastle 
Anderson,  A.  J,  Wingham 
Anderson  &  Nugent,  Lindsay 
Addison,  W.,  &  Son,  Norwich 
Atkinson.  Jos.,  Florence 
Bartlett,  H.  C,  Linwood 
Eoon,  T.,  Bothville 
Burling,  A.,  Aarora 
Blachford  &  Son,  Hamilton 
Barber,  J.  L.  &  Co.,  Watford 
Barry,  Geo.,  Goderich 
Brady,  P.  P.,  Ottawa. 
B.irr.  W.  G.,  Drumbo 
Brock,  E.  W.,  Belfountain 


Ball,  H.,  &  Son,  Thornbury 
Butler,  A.  W.,  Thorold 
Beal,  John  H.,  Pickering 
Bartlett,  E.  W.,  Smith's  Falls 
Barbour,  J.,  Gait 
Byrne,  B,,  Barrie 
Bell,  E.,  Brockville, 
Burkholder,  S.  &  J.,  Stouffviller 
Beirel,  C,  Markham 
Belleghem,  E.,  Peterboro' 
Burton,  Mrs,  F.,  Dundas 
Bolton,  A,  P.,  Mount  Brydges- 
Buist,  E.,  Chesterville 
Bolton  &  Son,  Bolton 
Beuglet,  H.,  Tilbury  Centre 
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Blanford  &  Son,  Vienna 
Baker,  J.,  Waterdown 
Boyd,  J.,  jr.,  Mitchell 
Brook'",  B.  H,,  Mount  Albert 
Best  &  Palmer,  Paris 
Burnett,  II.,  Brampton 
Bennett,  A.  A.,  Clinton 
Borrett,  J.,  Vankleek  Hill 
Chapio,  O.  A.,  &  Sons,  Col  borne 
Clifford,  D.,  Brantford 
Cunningham  Bros.,  Trenton 
Chapman,  J.  M.,  Sods,  Hamilton 
Cronmiller.  Gr.,  Welland 
Cook,  S..  Watford 
Crane,  W.,  Chatsworth 
Cornell,  A.  B.,  Goderich 
Coltart  &  Neilson,  Chatham 
Carpenter,  S.  B.  W.,  Tilsonburg 
Comstock,  A . ,  Peterboro' 
Clegg,  A.,  Peterboro' 
Corbeau  Bros  ,  Penetanguishene 
Climie  &  Hay,  Listowell 
Cauthers,  W.,  Creemore 
Clint,  B.,  Biockville 
Cosgrove,  T.  G.,  Kemptville 
Campbell,  J.  C,  Beaverton 
Church,  J.,  Delhi 
Cullen,  J.  &  Co.,  Comber 
Cameron,  A.  M.,  Wallacetown 
Caulfie.d,  H.  &  Co.,  Aylmer 
Coatee,  J.,  Simcoe 
Camp,  D.  M.,  &  Son,  Smithville 
Campbell  &  Abraham,  Stratford 
Cruickshank,  J.,  Weston 
Cole,  I.,  &  Son,  Mallorytown 
Davis,  J.  M.,  Port  Perry 
Dillane,  A.,  Palmerston 
Dodds,  A.,  Bolton 
Donaldson,  J.,  Almonte 
Darroch,  J.,  Stayner 
Dwyer,  J . ,  Hamilton 
Deihl,  Geo.,  Clinton 
Drennen,  W.  M.,  Kingston 
Drake  &  Joyce,  Windsor 
Dalton,  J.,  Deseronto 
Davidson,  A.,  Luoknow 
EidresB,  P.,  New  Hamburgh 
BUsworth,  E.  J.,  Port  Colborne 
Eddy,  J,  L.,  Harriston 
Edwards,  W.,  Gananoque 
Edwards,  W.  A  ,  Pordwioh 
Bgan,  J.  E.,  Keenansville 
Eitle,  J.  v.,  Welland  port 
Ennis,  J.,  ISorth  Augusta 
Eley,  E.  J.,  Campbellford 
Eerguson,  J.,  London 
Erobt,  J.  G.,  Belleville 


Finck,  W.  A.,  Leamington 

Ford  &  Bentley,  Blenheim 

Fisher,  C,  Salem 

Pessant,  W. ,  Teeswater 

Forbes,  G.,  Shakespeare 

Frost,  0..&  Son,  Tweed 

Folliott,  T..  King 

Farmer  &  Wickett,  York 

Poster  Bros.,  Burford 

Guggisberg  Bros.  &  Co.,  Preston 

Gordon,  D.,  Goderich 

George,  J.  T.,  Port  Hope 

Gidley,  C.&S.,  Exeter 

Grobs  Bros.,  St.  Catharines 

Gillott,  J.,  Millbrook 

Gibbard  &Son,  Napanee 

GcDge,  D.,  Alvinston 

Gracey,  S.,  Wingbam 

Gilbert  &  Lighthall,  Picton 

Gibson,  Wm.,  Mount  Forest 

Glennie  &  Mel  jean,  Lancaster 

Goodwin  &  Jennings,  St.  Thomas 

Grant,  D.,  jr..  Singhampton 

Gawley,  J.,  Binbrook 

Griffin,  J.  W.,  International  Bridge 

Gillott,  T.,  Millbrook 

Hogg,  D.,  Perth 

Herrington,  A.  P.,  St.  Mary's 

Hoyle,  W.  H.,  Cannington 

Hault,  W.,  Brooklin 

Humphrey,  V.  P.,  Toronto 
Hay  &  Co.,  Woodstock 
Holtorf,  H.,  Lindsay 
Howard  Bros.,  Glencoe 
Harvey  &  Crawford,  Brampton 

Howard,  W.,  Alvinston 

Harris,  J.  W.,  Dresden 
Hobart,  S.,Cobourg 

Hess  Bros  ,  Listowell 

Horn,  A.  H.,  Pembroke 

Hoffman,  L.,  Port  Dover 

Haskett,  C,  Lucan 

Harrison,  F.  L.,  Strathroy 

Hicks,  J.  A.,  Essex  Centre 

Harris,  G.  H-,  Caledonia 

Hinton,  W.,  London 

Helstrop,  R.,  Meaiord 

Hulse,  J.  H,,Orangeville 

Hepburn,  W.,  Stratford 

Huffman,  Wagenest  &  Co.,  Waterloo 

Howes,  E.  K.,  Wardsville 

Howard  &  Sons,  Hastings 

Ingram,  W.  H.,  Toronto 

Irwin  Bros., Shel boo rn 

Johnson,  B.  J.,  Whitley 

Jahnke,  Mrs.  A.,  Chatham 

Jupp  &  EobinsoD,  Garafraxa 
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Jewell,  C.  H.,  Dandalk 
Johnson,  A.  M.,  Wendigo 
Jansen,  A.  J.,  Stevensville 
Johnson,  W.  A.,  Seeley's  Bay 
Jones,  B.,  &  Sop,  Milton 
Jarvis,  W.  H.,  Smith's  Falls 
Judson,  E.  J.,  &  Sod,  Farmersville 
JKilkenney,  T.,  &  Son,  Bradford 
Kilgoar,  Jas,,  London 
Xinsey,  H.  E.,  Beeton 
Kinsey,  A.,  Alliston 
Kay,  T.  W.,  &  Co.,  Toronto 
Kidd,  Jos.,  &  Son,  Dublin 
Katerson,  R.,  Hampton 
Kilgoar,  W.,  Morrisburg 
King  &  Co.,  Orange ville 
Kemp,  D.  M.,  Amherstburg 
Knight,  C.  W.,  &  Co.,  Tamworth 
Knechtel  D.,  Hanover 
Kivell,  S.  N.,  Sunderland 
Latshaw,  P.  A.,  Dundas 
liuke  Bros.  &  Co.,  Oshawa 
Long,  Mrs.  W.,  Brussels 
Locke,  J.  C,  Eidgetown 
Lambert,  J.  C,  Aylmer 
Little,!.,  Gait 
Lesley,  G.  E . ,  Carleton  Place 
Lawrence,  A.,  BIythe 
London    Fnrnitaie    Manufacturing 

Petrolia 
Leighton,  J.,  Barrie 
Leibner,  A.,  Morpeth 
Lord,  F.  W.,  North  Gower 
Xiove,  W.,  Eodney 
Lund,  E.,  Feston 
Millard,  J.  H.,  Newmarket 
Morse,  M.,  Niagara  Falls,  South 
Morris,  L.,  Bowmanville 
Morgan,  G.,  Port  Colbome 
Murdy,  J.,  Lncan 
Martin,  W.,  Stirling 
Misner  &  Kendall,  Simcoe 
Morrison  &  Kinney,  Trenton 
JMinnaker,  W.  H.,  Norwood 
Marter,  H.  H.,  Gravenhurst 
Mitchell,  T.  B  ,  Orillia 
Moore,  G.,  Ancaster 
May  bee,  M.,  Madoc 
Morrow  &  Hensby,  Prescott 
Marsh,  W.  J.,  Iroquois 
Marsh,  G.  A.,  Spencerville 
Moyer,  T.  W.,  Campden 
Mowbray  &  Stanley,  Eipley 
Miller  &  Sons,  Ayion 
Morrow,  J.  E.,  Midland 
Murat,  A.,  Mildmay 
Mills,  J.,  West  Winchester. 


Co., 


Muir,  J.,  Port  Elgin 
Moodie,  E,,  Ottawa 
Mundle,  J.  &  Co  ,  Flora 
Miller,  E.,  Kincardine 
McCabe,  M . ,  Toronto 
Mcln^yre  &  Son,  St.  Catharines 
Molntyre,  J.,  Ingersoll 
McKeozie,  W.,  Gananoque 
McFadden,  M.,  Poterboro' 
McDonald,  A.,  Cornwall 
McEwan,  T.,  JBpookville 
McCallum,  J.,  West  liorne 
McKeotvn,  W.,  Fenelon  Falls 
McLaren,  D.,  White  Lake 
Nott,  J.,  Port  Perry 
Nagel,  L.,  Eidgeway 
Nolan,  M.,  Toronto 
Nickle,  W.  J.,  Walkerton 
Nagel,  J.,  Cayuga 
Noyle,  C.  F.,  Moortown 
Offer,  T.,  Midland. 
Pattison,  J.  W.,  Brantford 
Pray,  E  &  Son,  Hamilton 
Prower,  W.  P.,  Bowmanville 
Pierce,  W.,  Brantford 
Phippen,  N  ,  Parkhill 
Pursell  &  Son,  Waterford 
Philp,  J.,  Manilla 
Park  &  Borrowman,  Amherstburg 
Phillips,  G.  L  ,  Sarnia 
Purdy,  H,  C,  Brighton 
Phelan,  J.  &  Son,  Arthur 
Quider,  B.,  flagersville 
Quigley,  J.,  Pakenham 
Eonan,  T.,  Kingston 
Eobertson,  M.,  Soaforth 
Eoadhouse,  S.  &  J.,  Newmarket 
Eosar,  F.,  Toronto 
Eeynolds,  C,  Bethany 
Eichmond,  W.,  Petrolisi 
Eeid,  E.,  Kingston 
Eogers,  S  ,  &  Son,  Ottawa. 
Eolston,  T.  H.,Che8ley 
Eobinson,  J.  B.,  Clifford 
Eockel,  A.,  Waterloo 
Eobinson,  J.  A.,  Newbury 
Reid,  D.,  St.  George 
Eolston  Bros.,  Metcalfe 
Stephens,  G.  J.,  Cobourg 
Smith,  G.  G..  Barrie 
Strong,  Mrs.,  St.  Thomas 
Stone,  H.,  &  Sons,  Toronto 
Stoddart,  W,  G.,  Woodville 
Stafford,  B.  V.,  Arn prior 
Sauter,  E.  A.,  Welland 
Scott,  S.  T.,  Wyoming 
Shedden,  D.,  Woodstock 
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Steel,  A.  P.,  &  Bro.,  Forest 
Scott,  T.,  Thornton 
Stubbs  &  Dales,  Drayton 

Schultz,  W.  J.,  &  Son,  Datton 

Scholfield,  J.  A.,  Dannville 

Speight,  J.,  &  Son,  Acton 

Stephenson,  J.  T..  London 

Sutherland,  H.,  Embro 

Saunders,  C,  Sarnia 

Smith,  J . ,  Gianford 

Stephenson,  T.,  Ailsa  Craig 

Sails,  J.,  Little  Britain 

Sproul,  A.,  Dungannon 

Saner  &  Beard  Bros.,  Plattsville 

Stone,  W.  H.,  Toronto 

Simpson  &  Co  ,  Berlin 

Stoneman,  J.,  Mitchell 

Snyder,  J.,  Selkirk 
Smith,  G.  O.,  Jersey  villa 
Smith,  Wm.,  Otterville 
Sohoenheide,  B.,  Teeterville 
Swarta,  J.,  Princeton 
Smith,  B.  F.,  Tamworth 
Turner  &  Porter,  Toronto 
Tovel,  N,,  Gaelph 
Travis,  D.  S.,Brin 
Trott,  H.  T.,  CoUingwood 
Thomson,  J.,  Fergus 
Thomson,  J.,  Cheeley 


Trotter,  A.,  Bobcaygeon 

Thompson  &  Co.,  Balleville 

Treadgold.  M.,  Brampton 

Tauaiher,  J.,  Beaohburg 

Oxbridge  Cabinet  and  Organ   Co.,  TIi 

bridge 
Verney,  W.  J.,  &  Co.,  Tottenham 
Vivian,  C,  Woodbridge 
Walker,  J.,  Port  Hope 
Wolfe,  J.,  Aruprior 
Williamson,  E.,  Burlington 
Waddell,  J.jOrono 

Wright,  A.,  &  Bro.,  Kichmond  Hill 

Wilson,  J.  G.,  Georgetown 

Watson  &  Malcolm,  Kincardine 

Wilson  Bros.,  Owen  Sound 

White,  W..  Braoebridge 

Windsor,  H.,  Brigden 

Watt  Bros. ,  Meaford 

Wettlaufor,  L.  &  Co.,  Auburn 

Warning,  J.  G.,  Duncanville 

Wigg,  W.,  &  Son,  Oshawa 

Windsor,  J.,  &  Son,  Frankford 

Walters,  .f.,  Harrow 

Walker,  G.  B.,  Norwich 

Walton,  J.  A.,  Elmvale 

Young,  J ,  Toronto. 

Yoder,  J.  H.,  Springfield 

Ziller,  G.,  Oakville. 


ASSISTANTS. 


Bolton,  C.    E.,   Assistant  to  M,  McCabe,  Toronto 
Leatherdale,  B.             "  Mrs.  W.  Lorg,  Brussels 

Millard,  A.  "  J-  Young,  Toronto 

Wilkes,  C.K.  "  J'  ^'     ^ 

Walker,  T.  "  J-  Walker,  Port  Hope 


APPENDIX. 

( 

LETTER  FROM    SAMUEL   ROGERS,   OTTAWA. 

Ottawa,  12th  September,  1885. 
To  John  Mclntyre,  President  of  the  Undertakers'  Association  : 

Dear  Sir -I  regret  very  much  I  cannot  comply  with  your  request  to  write  aa 
essay  on  undertaking  &o.,  as  I  have  just  returned  from  the  .ea.ide,  where  I  have  beea 
speeding  a  few  weeks.     I  have  scarcely   had   time   to  collect  my  thoughts  for  any 

''''''TL'^wCvrbeen  pleased  to  have  met  the  members  of  our  association  at  the 
present  reunion  but  tho'^ght  it  was  only  fair  that  my  son  should  attend  the  convop- 
tton  this  year  And  1  am  anxious  that  he  should  have  every  opportunity  to  gam 
information  he  it  thoroughly  in  earnest,  and  is  studying  everything  in  connect  oa 
withThe  Wess  on  he  has  been  very  successful  in  the  art  of  embalming  during  tha 
with  the  P'^o^^f;^"  '  ^''/_,^rt  of  the  business  entirely  to  him.  I  was  very  skeptical 
aredtsUtuiaU^nrd  the  convention  last  year,  but  am  now  fully  convinced 
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of  its  usefulness,  and  we  practice  it  in  almost  every  case  and  find  it  reliable,  and  far 
superior  to  the  cumbrous  freezer. 

The  only  disappointment  1  experienced  last  year  was  the  limited  time  we  had 
for  conversation ;  I  thought,  and  Rtill  think  we  might  have  spent  a  few  hours  together 
very  comfortably,  for  instance,  suppose  the  oldest  and  most  experienced  among  us, 
had  told  us  something  of  their  mode  of  treating  the  different  cases  they  had  attended 
to,  it  would  have  enlightened  and  benefited  the  younger  members  of  our  profession  ; 
and  there  are  other  subjects  that  might  be  discussed  with  profit  to  us  all.  I  think 
we  should  endeavor  to  instruct  our  sons  and  all  the  young  men,  so  as  to  fit  them  to 
take  our  places,  and  impress  upon  them  the  necessity  for  studying  the  business  in  all  its 
bra,nche8,  and  in  that  way  elevate  the  profession,  for  there  are  aome  people  who  think 
anyone  can  be  an  undertaker,  and  look  down  on  the  profession,  but  1  am  happy  to 
say  that  feeling  is  rapidly  passing  away.  The  remedy  is  in  our  own  hands  and  that 
of  our  successors,  viz.,  to  act  as  gentlemen,  and  carry  ourselves  as  men  feeling  that 
■we  are  following  a  noble  profession.  If  there  are  any  amongst  us  who  feel  other- 
wise, let  him  or  those  retire  at  once,  for  their  day  of  usefulness  is  gone.  For  a  man 
who  has  not  that  confidence  in  himself  is  not  fit  tor  the  profession.  An  undertaker 
should  feel  that  he  is  responsible  lor  everything  and  everybody,  and  be  prompt,  but 
never  in  a  hurry,  and  all  his  arrangements  complete  before  going  to  the  house,  and 
then  command  all  to  follow  him,  for,  unless  he  can  do  that,  he  can  never  conduct  a 
inoeral  in  a  proper  and  orderly  manner.  ...  .  * 

I  hear  it  is  intended  to  increase  the  annual  subscription.  I  think  it  is  a  step  in 
the  right  direction,  for  it  will  tend  to  keep  up  the  standard  of  the  profession. 

1  do  not  send  this  as  an  address,  but  merely  as  an  acknowledgment  of  the  kind 
letter  sent  to  me  through  our  secretary.  I  beg  to  thank  you  for  your  confidence, 
and  assure  you  I  should  be  very  glad  to  do  anything  in  my  power  to  promote  the 
interest  of  our  association. 

Hoping  you  may  have  a  very  happy  and  successful  meeting,!  am,  my  dear  Mr.. 
President, 

Tours  very  truly, 

SAMUEL  EOGBRS. 


ADDRESS   OF   P.   BLAKE,   DETROIT. 

I  want  to  say  that  I  have  attended  yonr  meeting  here  with  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure,  ard  I  will  take  the  opportunity  of  saying  a  few  words  in  regard  to  the 
aeisociatioD  and  what  I  have  learnt  and  may  learn  by  attending  it  to  its  conclusion. 
I  have  seen  the  business  conducted  in  a  manrer  gratifying  to  a  stranger.  The  busi- 
ness done  is  worthy  of  the  highest  body  of  men  in  the  Dominion,  that  is,  no  parlia- 
mentary usages  could  be  done  in  a  more  satisfactory  manner  than  I  have  seen  thfem 
done  to-day.  These  associations  are  productive  of  a  great  deal  of  good.  Every 
individual  has  ideas  in  his  mind  which  he  likes  to  give  expression  to,  and  when  we 
have  an  opportunity,  like  the  present,  of  interchanging  our  views,  each  one  gets  the 
benefit  of  the  ideas  and  suggestions  of  the  others.  Our  profession  needs  this  very 
much.  A  few  years  ago  it  was  not  regarded  as  an  exalting  profession.  I  can  remem- 
ber, as  a  boy,  how,  when  my  father  died  and  the  undertaker  came  to  the  house,  I  ran 
away  from  him  and  the  plain  black  cofiSn  that  was  repulsive  to  everybody.  We 
have  since  then  been  educating  the  people  up  to  something  better,  until  the  undertak- 
ing business  will  come  to  be  a  profession  of  considerable  note.  It  is  necessary  that 
people  in  the  profession  should  take  care  who  thould  start  out  in  the  business.  And 
there  is  a  possibility  by  your  uniting  as  you  have  here  to-day,  and  when  the  majority 
gets  the  npperhand,  of  your  being  able  to  control  this  important  matter.  A  man 
should  not  bo  allowed  io  commence  the  business  on  a  small  capital  of  one  or  two 
hundred  dollars.  He  is  not  capable  of  doing  it.  He  should  be  equipped  with  the 
articles  necessary  to  carry  it  on.  And  if  you  take  a  stand  as  professional  undertakers, 
joa  will  command  the  respect  of  the  community.     To  such  the  business  can  be  made 
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profitable  and  agreeable.  It  has  been  said  "  that  any  person  who  went  into  the 
undertaking  business  to  make  money,  made  a  mistake,  but  if  he  went  into  it  as  a  pro- 
fession and  got  into  good  standing  he  did  not  make  a  mistake."  An  undertaker 
should  be  a  man  with  a  pleasing  address  and  a  gentleman.  Above  all  branches  of 
business,  that  quality  is  necessary  in  an  undertaker.  You  say  that  you  cannot  reach 
those  men  who  are  guilty  of  unpiofessional  conduct,  and  who  do  not  belong  to  your 
association.  Now,  we  do,  and  the  manufactarers  will  not  deal  with  such  men,  so  that 
they  are  soon  shut  out  entirely.  Tou  can  reach  them,  and  if  your  association  cannot, 
then  it  is  not  good  for  anything. 

It  has  been  said  that  an  undertaker  should  lend  his  hearse  or  a  part  of  his  outfit 
to  a  neighbor.  Now,  here  we  have  to  draw  a  line,  and  if  it  is  severe  we  cannot  help 
it.  We  want  a  return  and  a  profit  upon  our  investment.  Your  opponent  may 
have  nothing  to  lose,  not  even  a  character  invested.  He  has  a  few  friends,  perhaps, 
but  that  is  about  all.  You  must  eift  the  bad  wheat  irom  the  good,  and  refuse  any 
assistance  to  such  a  man.  Now,  in  justice  to  myself,  and  as  a  protection  to  the  pro- 
fession, I  would  not  loan  or  rent  my  hearse  to  aoy  such  person  that  was  not  provided 
wiih  the  necessaries  to  carry  on  the  undertaking  business  properly.  There  must  ba 
a  line  drawn.  If  a  man  has  a  hearse  and  the  equipments  to  do  business  and  he  wants 
to  borrow  my  hearse  1  will  lend  it  to  him  in  a  moment.  That  is  all  well  enough, 
and  there  is  no  danger  of  him  cutting  the  price  or  interfering  with  the  business. 

Mr.  Blake  touched  on  the  point  of  co-operating  with  the  manufacturers,  that 
what  was  their  interests  was  equally  so  the  manufacturers'  interest ;  and  in  conclud- 
ing his  address  he  said  he  would  carry  home  the  remembrance  of  all  that  had  been 
done,  from  all  of  which  he  had  been  greatly  benefited. 


REPORT  OF  DELEGATE  TO  NATIONAL  CONVENTION. 

Dear  Brethren, — As  your  delegate  to  the  National  Association,  I  thought  it 
might  interest  you  to  give  a  concise  account  of  my  mission  as  an  appendix  to  our 
minutes. 

The  fourth  annual  meeting  of  the  Funeral  Directors'  Association  of  America,. 
was  held  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  Pa ,  on  "Wednesday  and  Thursday,  7th  and  8th 
October,  and  was  attended  by  delegates  from  some  sixteen  states,  as  well  as  from  thfr 
Province  of  Ontario.  Pennsylvania  having  the  largest  membership,  Ontario  second, 
then  followed  by  New  England  States,  New  York,  Ohio,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Michigan, 
Iowa,  Kentucky,  Kansas,  California,  Maryland,  Wisconsin,  Minnesota  and  Alabama. 
The  two  days  were  speit  very  pleasantly  and  profitably  by  addresses  from  promi- 
nent members  of  the  profession,  reports  of  committees,  and  discussions  on  interesting- 
subjects.  Prof.  J.  B.  Deaver,  demonstrator  of  anatomy  in  the  Pennsylvania  Univer- 
gily,  gave  a  very  interesting  lecture  on  arterial  and  venal  erabalming ;  and  your 
representative  was  honored  by  being  placed  on  committee  of  manufacturers,  as  well 
as  being  elected  one  of  the  vice-presidents  of  the  National  Association.  A. 
committee  from  the  National  Burial  Case  Association  was  present,  and  their  presi- 
dent, Mr.  Hamilton,  of  Pittsburg,  addressed  the  meeting  and  assured  us  the  National 
Burial  Case  Association,  which  is  composed  of  nearly  all  the  leading  manufacturers 
in  the  United  States,  would  work  in  harmony  with  us ;  and  I  feel  satisfied  now  we 
can  obtain  from  and  through  the  National  Association,  as  well  as  by  the  cooperation 
of  the  several  state  organizations,  any  protection  we  may  demand  to  prevent  under- 
takers from  our  province  obtaining  goods  from  the  manufacturers  in  the  United 
States  who  are  not  entitled  to  same,  by  violation  of  our  by-laws ;  and  I  am  also  sat- 
isfied this  association  has  within  itself  the  power  to  harmonize  all  difficulties  likely 
to  arise  between  its  members,  as  well  as  to  control  all  those  doing  business  as  under- 
takers in  this  province  who  are  not  members,  also  any  parties  who  may  desire  to 
enter  into  the  business  hereafter.  All  we  can  expect  and  aek  is  your  assistance  to 
strengthec  our  hands  in  our  honesty  and  sincerity  of  purpose,  believing  much  good 
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will  result  from  our  labors,  in  making  us  batter  able  to  perform  the  solemn  duties  of 
our  profession  in  a  satisfactory  manner  to  ourselves  and  the  public. 

Fraternally  yours, 

J.  B.  McINTYRE. 


THE  BANQUET. 

On  the  evening  Thursday,  Itth  September,  the  members  of  the  association  t> 
the  number  of  about  two  hundred,  met  in  St.  Andrew's  Hall,  in  answer  to  the  kind 
invitation  of  the  Dominion  Burial  Case  Association. 

The  day  had  been  devoted  to  the  interesting  and  pleasant  exercise  of  listening 
to  the  clear  and  lucid  lecture  on  embalming,  by  our  honorary  member,  Anguste 
Eenouard,  of  Kansas  City. 

The  evening  found  all  the  members  congregated  in  the  spacious  hall.  Immense 
tables  stretched  on  either  side  fairly  groaned  under  the  delicacies  with  which 
they  were  loaded,  and  the  menu  was  soon  discussed  with  evident  relish  by  all  present. 
This  splendid  feast  which  united  together  in  convivial  fellowship  the  undertakers  of 
Ontario  being  due  to  the  liberality  of  the  Dominion  Burial  Case  Association,  served 
not  a  little  to  cement  the  friendship  existing  between  consumers  and  manufacturers. 

After  the  keen  appetite  of  the  guests  had  been  somewhat  blunted  by  the  bona- 
teons  repast  so  temptingly  placed  within  their  reach,  toasts  became  the  order  of  the 
evening.  The  one  so  dear  to  all  loyal  Caaadians,  "To  our  Gracious  Sovereign  the 
Queen,"  being  the  first  proposed  and  received  with  enthusiasm. 

The  health  of  the  Dominion  Burial  Case  Association  was  next  proposed  and 
most  appropriately  answered  by  Messrs.  Cole,  of  R.  Philp  &  Co  ,  Pierce,  of  the  On- 
tario Cdsket  Co.,  D.  W.  Thompson,  of  D.  W.Thompson  &Co.,  andBvell,  of  Semmens 
Bros.  Mr.  P.  Blake,  of  Detroit,  was  next  called  upon,  and  answered  with  a  speech, 
acknowledging  the  compliment  tendered  through  him  to  the  American  undertakers. 
His  remarks  were  warmly  applauded,  and  were  succeeded  by  toasts  to  the  officers  of 
the  association,  which  were  suitably  replied  to  by  those  gentlemen  ;  after  which  the 
Montreal  delegates  were  called  upon,  and  Mr.  W.  W.  Halpin,  president  of  the  asso- 
ciation, assisted  by  Messrs.  Ward,  Tees  and  Terriault,  returned  the  friendly  greet- 
ings of  their  Ontario  brethren  with  more  than  usual  vehemence.  The  •' Casket," 
our  organ,  was  answered  by  Mr.  Hawkey,  of  Semmens  Bros.,  the  accredited  repre- 
sentative of  the  paper  in  Canada,  with  words  of  praise  by  the  speaker  for  the  present 
editors  of  the  paper,  and  expressions  of  sorrow  for  the  untimely  demise  of  the  foun- 
der, the  lamented  A.  H.  Nirdlinger.  Mr.  A.  Eenouard,  of  the  undertaking  firm  of 
F.  W.  Hallet  &  Co.,  of  Kansas  City,  was  the  next  speaker,  and  returned  his  thank?, 
in  his  usual  well  selected  vernacular.  His  remarks  were  covered  by  a  storm  of  ap- 
plause, which  had  not  yet  subsided  when  the  speaker  resumed  his  seat.  Other 
toasts  then  followed,  being  interspersed  with  songs  and  recitations ;  and  any  one 
looking  on  would  not  think  that  those  present  followed  a  profession  that  is  one  of 
the  gravest. 

The  remarks  made  at  the  gathering  tended  to  show  the  good  feeling  at  present 
existing  between  the  manufacturers  and  the  association.  Each  stating  that  it 
would  be  their  aim,  to  not  only  further  this  understanding,  but  by  looking  after 
each  other's  interests  to  still  further  promote  that  matual  understanding  which  has 
proved  so  agreeable  to  all  concerned. 
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OEGANIZE. 

Office  of  the  Undertakers'  Association  of  Ontario, 

Hamilton,  October,  1885. 
To  the  Undertakers  of  the  Province  of  Ontario  : — 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  above  named  association,  held  in  the  city  of 
Toronto,  16th  September,  1885,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  organize  local  district, 
county  and  city  associations. 

"The  past  year  has  been  one  of  interesting  and  important  results  to  the  profes- 
sion in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  and  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  present  officers  to  make 
this  the  crowning  effort  of  their  earnest  and  successful  labors  in  this  direction. 

You,  and  each  of  you,  are  fraternally  requested  to  immediately  join  in  a  call  for 
a  meeting  of  the  undertakers  of  your  county,  city,  or  district,  in   some  central  loca- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  local  association.  .    .        .„ 
Two  or  more  counties  may  be  consolidated,  forming  a  district  association,  it 
deemed  desirable.     In  the  thoroagh  organization  of  every  part  of  the  province  into 
local  associations  lies  the  future  of  our  provincial  association.    The   sooner  you  are 
organized  and  come  together  and  converse  with  one  another  atd  by  a, mutual  under- 
standing in  your  several  localities,  the  sooner  you  will  be  masters  of  the  situation  by 
getting  rid  of  the  illegitimate  undertaker.     You  can  then   control  and  regulate  the 
trade,  within  your  own  territory,  to  suit  yourselves. 

Do  not  delay  in  communicating  with  those  doing  business  as  undertakers  m 
your  county  or  district,  and  have  them  join  your  local  organization,  and  point  out 
tothose  who  are  not  members  of  the  provincial  association  the  advantages  to  be 
sained  by  their  hearty  cc-operation,  reminding  them  if  they  have  been  in  bu8ine3& 
Ib  undertakers  prior  to  3rd  July,  1884,  they  are  eligible  for  membership— providing 
they  are  of  good  moral  character  and  are  provided  with  the  necessary  stock  atd 
equipments  to  professionally  perform  their  duties. 

The  admission  fee  to  those  who  have  been  in  the  business  prior  to  July,  !»»*, 
will  be  two  dollars  until  the  end  of  present  year,  after  that  date  twenty-five  dollars 
will  be  charged  with  an  annual  fee  of  two  dollars. 

Our  present  membership  is  325,  still  we  desire  to  have  every  undertaker  wortny 
of  the  name,  on  our  roll  of  membership  before  the  end  of  the  present  year.  Will  you 
assist  us  by  your  hearty  co-operation,  so  we  can  reap  the  fruits  of  our  well  spent 
labor  by  endeavoring  to  elevate  and  bring  to  a  higher  state  of  perfection  our  noble 

calling.  „ 

Fraternally  yours, 

C.  1>.  BLAOHFOED,  Secretary,  J-  B.  McINTYEE,  President, 

Hamilton,  Ont  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

rNoTE.-The  annual  dues  for  the  year  ending  16th  September  1886  ^^r^o^ 
due,  kll  that  have  not  paid  are  requested  to  send  in  the  amount  ($2)  to  the  seoietary 

at  once.] 
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CLOTH  COVERED  COFFIN'S  AND  CASKETS. 


Telegraph 
Key. 


Aylmer 

Kingaton 

Victoria 

Ottawa 

Windsor  _ 

Perth  


Montreal . . 


St.  Thomas 


St.  Catharines.. 


Toronto . 


London. 


Brampton. , 


Description. 


No.  11. — Double  top.  cloth  covered 
coffin,  velyet  beads  on  top  and 
sides ^ 

No.  12. — Double  top  coffin,  extra 
panel  on  top,  velvet  or  cloth  beads 
on  sides  

No.  47.— Style  M.,  0.  G.  casket, 
octagon  ends  covered  with  crape 
cloth,  velvet  beads,  sliding  glass.. 

No.  48.— Style  M.,  O.  G.  top  casket, 
octagon  ends,   all  cloth,  sliding 


5.6 


No.  49.— Style  M.,  0.  G.  top  casket, 
octagon  ends,  combination  of  cloth 
and  velvet,  sliding  glass 

No.  50.— Style  M  ,  0.  G  top  casket, 
octagon  ends,  made  of  hardwood, 
all  cloth  or  combination  of  cloth 
and  velvet  

No.  81.— Style  M.,  0.  G  top  casket, 
octagon  end,  draped,  all  broad- 
cloth or  combination  of  cloth  and 
velvet,  sliding  glass  

No.  82.— Style  P.,  0.  G.  top  casket, 
eleptic  end,  made  of  hardwood, 
draped,  chinelle  fringe,  satin  cord 
and  slides,  sliding  glass 

No.  84.— Style,  Crown  Prince,  0.  G. 
top  casket,  eleptic  end,  made  of 
hardwood,  all  cloth  or  combina- 
tion of  cloth  and  velvet,  sliding 
glass  _ 

No.  85. — Style,  Crown  Prince,  0.  6. 
top  casket,  made  of  hardwood, 
eleptic  ends,  satin  fluting  above 
and  below  beads  on  body,  all  cloth 
or  combination  of  cloth  and  velvet, 
sliding  glass 

No  86— Style,  Puritan,  0.  G.  top 
casket,  made  of  hardwood,  round 
ends,  heavy  satin  cord  on  body 
and  top,  sliding  glass 

No  87.— Style,  Puritan,  0  G.  top 
casket,  made  of  hardwood,  round 
ends,  all  cloth,  draped,  cord  and 
slides,  sliding  glass  , 


$  c. 
10  00 

10  25 

12  00 

15  00 

15  00 

17  50 

22  00 

30  00 

20  00 

24  00 
26  00 
28  00 
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$  c. 
10  00 

10  25 

12  00 

15  00 

15  00 

17  50 

22  00 

30  00 

20  00 

24  CO 
26  00 
28  00 
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$  c. 
11  00 

11  25 

13  00 

16  00 

16  00 

18  50 

23  00 


6  0 


21  00 


I  c 
10  00 

10  26 

12  00 

15  00 

15  00 


6.0 

X 


$  c. 
11  00 

11  25 

13  00 

16  00 

16  00 
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17  50    18  50 


22  00 


30  00 


20  00 


24  00 


26  00 


28  00 


23  00 


21  00 


10  00 
10  25 
12  00 
i5  00 
15  00 

17  50 

i22  00 

30  00 

20  00 

24  00 
26  00 
28  00 


6.3 


11  00 
11  25 
13  00 
16  00 
16  0» 

18  5® 

23  0» 


21  00- 


OUTSIDE   CASES. 

2  ft.        to  2  ft.  6  in $0  80 

2  ft.  9  in.  to  3  ft.  3  in I  00 

3  ft.  6  in.  to  4  ft.  3  in 1  25 

4  ft.  6  in.  to  5  ft.  I  50 

5  ft.  3  in.  to  6  ft.  3  in , 1  80 

Extra  size  cases , 2  25 


Terms  :— Four  moaths  ;  or  10  per  cent,  prompt  cash  inside  thirty''days. 


c. 

Contained  in  47a . 


TORONTO    COAL    TRADE.  *J'i1 


EXHIBIT  48. 

STATEMENT  IN  BEHALF  OP  THE  «  COAL  TRADE  BRANCH  OP  THE 

TOEONTO  BOARD  OP  TRADE,"   WII'H  STATUTORY 

DECLAEATIONS  ANNEXED  THERETO. 

In  the  matter  of  the  Enquiry  before  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  of 
Canada  in  reference  to  alleged  "Combines." 

This  statement  is  made  on  behalf  of  the  "  Coal  Trade  Branch  of  the  Toronto 
Board  of  Trade,"  and  is  submitted  to  the  committee  verified  by  the  annexed  declara- 
tions of  persons  actively  engaged  in  the  trade,  comprising  representatives  of  all  the 
principal  companies  and  firms  who  have  been  for  some  time  past  and  are  now  im- 
porting anthracite  coal  into  the  city  of  Toronto  for  the  purpose  of  sale. 

There  is  not  now  and  has  not  been  any  combination  of  any  kind  whatever 
amongst  the  coal  dealers  of  Toronto  for  the  regulation  of  the  trade  in  soft  coal  or 
wood  except  where  sold  in  connection  with  anthracite  coal. 

The  association  known  as  "  The  Coal  Trade  Branch  of  the  Toronto  Board  of 
Trade,"  and  which  is  the  only  combination  existing  in  the  city  of  Toronto  for  tho 
regulation  of  the  trade  in  anthracite  coal,  is  in  no  sense  a  "  combine  "  for  the  pur- 
pose of  keeping  up  the  price  of  coal  beyond  what  will  return  a  small  margin  of 
profit  to  those  engaged  in  the  trade,  and  has  not  been  instrumental  in  depriving  the 
public  of  what  everyone  desires,  namely,  coal  at  fair  and  reasonable  rates. 

The  people  of  Ontario  are  dependent  entirely  upon  the  anthracite  deposits  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  for  their  supply  of  hard  or  anthracite  coal.  This  deposit 
is  now  and  has  for  years  past  been  practically  controlled  by  the  five  leading  trans- 
portation companies  who  have  access  to  the  mining  districts,  and  the  coal  operators 
on  their  lines,  by  whom  the  prices  of  coal  for  the  northern  and  western  market  aro 
entirely  regulated.     The  companies  referred  to  are : — 

1.  The  Delaware  and  Lackawanna  Railway  Company, 

2.  The  Erie  Eailway  Company, 

3.  The  Reading  Eailway  Company, 

4.  The  Pennsylvania  Eailway  Company, 

5.  The  Lehigh  Talley  Eailway  Company, 

all  of  whom,  except  the  Pennsylvania  Company,  are  also  mining  companies. 

For  many  years  past  it  has  been  and  still  is  the  practice  for  representatives  of 
these  companies  and  the  coal  operators  on  their  lines  of  railway  to  meet  from  month 
to  month  towards  the  close  of  each  month  and  to  fix  the  wholesale  prices  for  the 
northern  and  western  markets  for  the  ensuing  month. 

The  prices  for  Ontario  are  fixed  at  the  bridge  across  the  Niagara  Eiver  and  at 
Lake  Ontario  shipping  ports.  With  a  view  to  securing  uniformity  of  prices,  and  to 
prevent  the  sale  of  coal  at  less  than  cost,  with  its  consequent  demoralization  of 
toade  committees  from  the  companies  and  operators  above  referred  to  have  frequently- 
visited  Toronto  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  local  dealers  and  of  bringing  about 
an  organization  amongst  them.  It  was  found  that  as  in  the  case  of  many  other 
trades,  competition  amongst  the  coal  dealers,  more  particularly  during  the  summer 
season,  became  so  keen  that  in  many  instances  the  trade  was  being  carried  on  at  aa 
actual  loss,  and  that  not  only  those  selling  at  less  than  cost,  but  also  those  who  wem 
endeavoring  to  do  a  legitimate  business,  stood  a  fair  chance  of  being  plunged  into 
insolvency,  a  result  which,  as  can  be  easily  understood,  the  United  States  operators 

had  a  deep  interest  in  averting.  .  .     ,  m        ^        n  j  j^i. 

In  the  soring  of  1886  one  of  these  committees  visited  Toronto,  called  the  various 
imnorters  together,  and  insisted  upon  an  organization,  at  the  same  time  threatening 
that  anthracite  coal  would  not  be  supplied  to  the  city  dealers  unless  ^^^^  fJ^f^l^Sree- 
ment  as  to  uniform  prices  were  arrived  at.  When  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  he  sup- 
Sv  of  hard  coal,  limited  as  it  is  entirely  to  the  one  district,  does  not  exceed,  bat,  on  the 
Sntrary,  falls  rkther  short  of  the  demand,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  situation  was  a 
Sus  one  not  only  to  those  who  had  a  large  amount  of  capital  invested  in  the 
3—47 
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busiDess,  but  also  to  the  general  public,  and  that  the  threat  held  out  by  the  transpor- 
tation companies  was  not  an  idle  one. 

Agreements  of  various  kinds  had  prior  to  that  time  been  entered  into  by  the 
coal  dealers  of  Toronto  for  the  protection  of  their  interests,  but  for  reasons  which  it 
would  be  idle  now  to  discuss  they  had  generally  resulted  in  failure. 

Owing  to  the  pressure  which  was  brought  to  bear  from  the  United  States  to  com- 
pel organization  here  and  the  adoption  of  uniform  prices  the  coal  dealers  of  Toronto 
organized  themselves  into  a  branch  of  the  Toronto  Board  of  Trade  under  the  provisions 
of  the  charter  of  that  institution . 

It  might  here  be  pointed  out  that  in  forming  this  branch  the  coal  dealers  have 
simply  adopted  the  coarse  taken  by  other  business  men  in  the  city  of  Toronto  who 
are  also  members  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  Branches  or  sections  have  been  established 
in  many  lines  of  business  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  interests  of  those  engaged 
in  that  particular  line.  Each  branch  has  its  own  constitution  and  by-laws  adjusted 
BO  as  to  be  applicable  to  the  peculiarities  of  each  line  of  business.  The  constitution 
and  by-laws  of  the  coal  trade  branch  are  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  council  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  who  have  the  right  to  interfere  if  improper  or  exorbitant  prices  for 
coal  be  fixed  by  the  coal  trade  branch.  They  are  open  to  pubic  inspection  at  all  reason- 
able hours  and  do  not  in  any  sense  constitute  a  secret  agreement.  The  council  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  may  at  any  time  demand  from  the  executive  committee  of  the  coal 
trade  branch  a  statement  showing  the  percentage  of  profit  made  by  any  member  of 
the  branch  and  may  take  such  action  upon  such  statement  as  the  circumstances  may 
warrant. 

It  has  been  charged  against  the  coal  trade  that  those  engaged  in  it  are  bound  by 
a  solemn  oath  to  keep  up  the  prices.  This  charge  may  be  met  by  a  very  simple 
explanation.  It  is  a  matter  of  general  knowledge  that  every  well  conducted  cor- 
poration, society  or  other  organization  has  some  form  of  obligation  to  be  subscribed 
to  by  its  members,  containing  a  promise  or  undertaking  to  obey  and  conform  to  the 
rules  or  by-laws  of  the  corporation  or  society  as  the  case  may  be.  In  some  instances 
this  takes  the  form  of  a  simple  subscription  as  in  a  stock  book  and  in  other  cases  it 
takes  the  form  of  a  declaration.  In  the  coal  trade  branch  it  takes  the  latter  form. 
The  declaration  to  be  made  by  each  member  is  in  the  following  form: — "  I  have 
carefully  read  the  constitution  and  by-laws  and  special  rules  of  the  association 
known  as  'The  Coal  Trade  Branch  of  the  Toronto  Board  of  Trade,'  and  that  I  will, 
eo  long  as  I  continue  a  member  of  the  said  association,  truly,  faithfully  and  honestly 
observe,  perform  and  keep  the  provisions  and  terms  thereof,  and  shall  not  commit  or 
attempt  to  commit  or  allow  others  on  my  behalf  to  commit,  or  attempt  to  commit 
any  secret  or  other  e^'asion  or  violation  thereof. "  This  is  the  only  obligation  that 
members  of  the  branch  are  required  to  enter  into. 

Having  shown  that  the  organization  is  one  which  has  been  forced  upon  the 
coal  dealers  by  those  hiving  control  of  the  market  in  the  United  States  that  its 
object  is  not  to  exact  exorbitant  rates  or  to  wring  a  high  price  out  of  the  people,  that 
the  price  lists  are  subject  to  supervision  by  the  council  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and 
that  the  obligations  entered  into  by  its  members  do  not  differ  materially  from  those 
entered  into  by  the  members  of  any  other  society  or  organization,  someof  theresults 
of  the  organization  may  now  be  pointed  out.     They  are  as  follows  ; — 

a.  The  uniform  price  of  coal  in  Toronto  during  the  past  two  years,  it  is  be- 
lieved, has  been  less  than  in  any  other  part  of  Ontario  where  the  cost  of  transporta- 
tion and  expenses  are  as  heavy  as  in  Toronto. 

b.  The  net  average  profits  of  the  coal  importers  who  are  members  of  the  asso- 
ciation, since  its  organization,  out  of  their  coal  trade,  has  not  exceeded  25  cents  per 
ton,  which  is  less  than  a  fair  profit,  and  which  it  is  most  respectfully  submitted  is 
very  much  less  than  ought  to  be  expected  from  the  large  amount  of  risk  assumed  in 
the  business.  An  attempt  has  been  made  to  show  that  in  the  calculation  upon  which 
this  margin  of  profit  is  ascertained,  the  coal  dealers  have  not  taken  into  considera- 
tion the  circumstance  that  in  the  United  States  coal  is  purchased  by  the  gross  ton, 
i.  €.,  2,240  lbs.,  but  is  handled  and  sold  in  this  province  by  the  net  ton,  i,  e.,  2,00d 
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lh«'9T^  It  18  said  that  the  cost  of  tho  diflference,  namely,  240  lbs.,  should  be  added  to 
ITi  f  •  •  u  ^'lo^'iiS  a  profit  of  over  80  cents  a  ton,  instead  of  25  cents.  This 
contention  w  based  upon  ignorance  of  the  true  facts.  The  distinction  between  net 
K-  ^°*?  S''*^^?  tons  has  been  kept  clearly  in  mind  in  making  the  calculations  upon 
wmcn  the  estiniate  of  profit  is  based.  Although  the  coal  is  purchased  by  the  gross 
ton,  yet  the  reckoning  in  this  province  is  by  the  net  ton. 

c.  The  organization  has  been  a  benefit  to  the  poor  man,  who  only  requires  a  few 
tons  ot  coal  during  the  winter  months,  and  has  deprived  the  large  consumer  ot  an 
advantage  which  he  formerly  possessed,  because  now  the  same  rates  are  paid  by  rich 
and  poor.  The  merchant  prince,  who  requires  100  tons  a  year  to  heat  his  palatial 
residence,  is  now  obliged  to  pay  the  same  rate  as  the  poorest  laborer  from  whose 
iiumble  cottage  the  cold  is  banished  by  the  use  of  two  or  three  tons.  Formerly  this 
was  not  the  case.  The  enquiry  at  once  suggests  itself :  How  is  this  explained  ?  It 
18  well  known  that  the  lowest  range  of  prices  is  reached  in  the  summer  season.  The 
rich  man  could  afford  to  pay  for  his  winter's  coal  during  the  summer,  when  it  was 
cheap,  but  the  poor  man  was  compelled,  for  want  of  means,  to  wait  until  he  actually 
required  the  coal,  and  then  he  was  obliged  to  pay  the  winter  rate.  Since  the  orga- 
nization and  owing  to  the  equalization  of  prices,  the  general  public  have  given 
orders  in  summer,  when  the  rates  were  low,  for  the  winter's  supply  of  coal,  payable 
on  delivery  as  required  during  the  winter,  but  at  the  summer  rates.  This  has  been 
found  to  be  an  inestimable  boon  to  the  working  man,  as  since  the  1st  of  May  last 
about  four-fifths  of  the  whole  supply  of  hard  coal  has  been  booked  in  this  way  during 
the  summer  for  winter  delivery.  The  coal  dealer  takes  the  risk  of  the  price  being 
raised  on  him  by  the  United  States  operator,  as  the  season  advances,  and  this  risk 
is  at  times  a  very  serious  one.  It  may  be  answered  that  the  coal  dealer  can  obviate 
this  risk  by  getting  in  his  coal  during  the  early  part  of  the  summer,  when  the 
prices  are  low.  This  advantage  can  be  gained  in  the  smaller  towns,  where  a  few 
vessel  loads  will  fill  the  supply,  but  not  in  Toronto,  because  it  is  impossible  to  pro- 
cure so  large  a  supply  early  in  the  season,  and  quite  impracticable  to  find  storage  at 
any  one  time  for  the  whole  year's  supply.  Experience  has  shown  that  the  Toronto 
dealers  cannot  get  their  orders  filled,  or  nearly  filled,  daring  the  summer  months, 
and  the  invariable  rule  with  the  American  operators  is  to  charge  the  rate  prevail- 
ing at  the  time  of  delivery,  although  the  orders  from  the  Toronto  importer  may 
have  been  booked  months  before. 

d.  Public  institutions  in  the  city  of  Toronto  have,  since  the  organization,  been 
supplied  with  hard  coal,  at  reasonable  rates,  namely,  at  the  wholesale  price  paid  by 
the  importer,  with  proper  charges  added,  such  as  cartage,  yard  and  oflS.ce  expenses, 
and  a  small  margin  of  profit;  but,  in  some  instances,  such  institutions  have  been 
supplied  at  a  loss  to  the  dealer. 

As  reference  has  been  made  by  some  portions  of  the  press,  and  in  the  examina- 
tion of  Mr.  Wood  before  the  committee,  to  the  practice  of  auctioning  the  public 
•contracts,  and  as  a  large  amount  of  misconception  seems  to  exist  upon  that  subject, 
an  explanation  may  not  be  unnecessary,  and  is  submitted  with  the  hope  that  such 
misconception  will' thus  be  cleared  up.  When  the  question  of  supplying  the  demand 
for  coal  of  a  public  institution  came  before  the  dealers  for  consideration,  the  price 
was  fixed  by  the  executive  committee,  and  in  every  case  has  been  less  than  the  price 
paid  by  the  general  consumer,  as  warranted  by  the  diflference  in  the  cost  of  delivery. 
The  plan  was  a  pooling  arrangement,  pure  and  simple,  and  was  designed  with  a 
view  to  making  this  trade  pay  its  share  of  the  yard  and  oflice  expenses  of  tb0 
importer  (including  interest  and  insurance)  amounting  to  about  40  cents  per  ton  on 
the  importer's  entire  tonnage.  In  the  case  of  the  waterworks  contract,  which  was 
•taken  at  an  exceptionally  low  figure,  no  allowance  was  made  for  this  item  of  general 
expense,  as  tho  waterworks  department  has  its  own  wharf,  upon  which  the  coal  is 
unloaded  directly  from  the  vessels  and  does  not  require  to  pass  through  the  dealers' 
yards  at  all,  and  the  cost  of  cartage  is  also  saved.  Moreover,  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  coal  supplied  for  the  waterworks  is  grate  size  anthracite,  the  whole- 
«ale  price  of  which  is  always  from  25  to  50  cents  per  ton  less  than  the  stove  and  nut 
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size,  the  kind  generally  uaed  by  the  ordinary  consamer  for  domestic  purposes.  Mr. 
Wood,  not  being  in  the  trade,  was  unable  to  make  these  explanations  to  the  committee. 

After  the  prices  had  been  fixed  by  the  committee,  it  became  necessary  to  settle 
some  equitable  plan  for  the  distribution  of  this  business  amongst  the  dealers,  and 
the  plan  ultimately  adopted  has  been  found  to  work  fairly  and  impartially.  Any 
importer  wishing  to  secure  a  particular  contract,  entered  into  competition  therefor 
•with  the  other  importers,  and  the  one  who  was  willing  to  pay  the  largest  amount 
secured  the  contract .  The  amount  so  paid  does  not,  by  any  means,  represent  the 
value  of  the  contract  to  the  importer  who  secures  it,  because  one-sixth  of  the  pay- 
ment is  applied  towards  the  expenses  of  the  branch,  and  the  remaining  five-sixths 
is  divided  amongst  all  the  dealers,  including  the  one  who  pays  the  money  in  pro- 
portion to  their  imports.  This  is  a  matter  of  internal  regulation  which  works  no 
injustice  to  the  institution  purchasing  the  coal,  because  the  price  is  in  evory  instanca 
less  than  that  paid  by  the  general  public. 

It  may  be  added,  that  the  organization  has  been  formed  under  section  fifteen  of 
the  Act  incorporating  the  Toronto  Baard  of  Trade  and  the  Toronto  Corn  Exchange 
Association,  passed  by  the  Dominion  Parliament  in  April,  1884.  This  section  reads 
as  follows: — "  Any  number  of  members  who  may  desire  to  associate  themselves 
together  in  a  trade  branch,  with  a  view  to  promoting  more  effectually  the  interests 
of  any  particular  trade,  may,  with  the  permission  of  the  council,  previously  obtained, 
ibrm  themselves  into  such  trade  branch." 

Then,  again,  it  ought  to  be  pointed  out  that  much  misapprehension  may  be,  and 
probably  has  been,  occasioned  by  not  clearly  bearing  in  mind  that  there  are  many 
varieties  of  anthracite  coal,  that  these  varieties  differ  very  greatly  in  quality  and 
that  the  prices  vary  according  to  tbe  quality.  It  is  quite  possible  to  lay  down  coal 
in  Toronto  for  less  money  per  ton  than  that  paid  by  the  principal  importers,  but 
each  coal  is  of  an  inferior  quality  and  of  a  lower  grade  than  that  required  for  the 
Toronto  market,  which  is  standard  coal.  Consequently,  a  comparison  between  the 
prices  of  such  coal  and  that  which  forms  the  bulk  of  the  importation,  must  ba 
oxtremely  unreliable.  The  coal  referred  to  can  be  readily  purchased  at  from  50 
cents  to  ?l  per  ton  less  than  standard  coal. 


In  the  matter  of  the  Enquiry  before  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  of  Canada 
in  reference  to  alleged  "  Combines". 

I,  Samuel  Crane,  ot  the  city  of  Toronto,  in  the  County  of  York  and  Province  of 
Ontario,  coal  dealer,  do  solemnly  declare  that  I  am  a  member  of  the  firm  of  S.  Crane 
&  Co.,  carrying  on  business  as  coal  dealers  in  the  city  of  Toronto,  and  have  been 
actively  engaged  in  such  business  for  about  twenty  years  last  past,  that  I  am  a  mem- 
ber of  "The  Coal  Trade  Branch  of  the  Toronto  Boaid  of  Trade,"  that  I  have  read 
the  statement  hereunto  annexed  to  be  submitted  to  the  said  committee,  that  I  have 
a  knowledge  of  the  facts  and  circumstances  therein  contained,  and  I  declare  that 
they  are  true  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  information  and  belief;  and  I  make  this 
solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true  and  by  virtue  of 
the  "  Act  respecting  Extra  Judicial  oaths." 

SAMUEL  CEANB. 
Declared  before  me  at  the  city  of  Toronto, ' 
in  the  County  of  York,  this   llth  day 
of  April,  1888. 

W.  B.  Raymond, 

A  Oommissioner  for  taking  affidavits  in  and  for  the  County  of  Torh 
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In  the  matter  of  the  Enquiry  before   a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons   of 
Canada  in  reference  to  alleged  "  Combines." 

I,  Ealph  B.  Gibson,  of  the  city  of  Toronto,  in  the  County  of  York,  and  Province 
of  Ontario,  coal  dealer,  do  solemnly  declare  that  I  am  president  of  the  Conger  Coal 
Company,  coal  dealers  in  the  city  of  Toronto,  and  I  have  been  actively  engaged  in 
the  coal  business  in  Toronto  for  over  two  years  last  past,  that  I  am  a  member  of 
"  The  Coal  Trade  Branch  of  the  Toronto  Board  of  Trade,"  that  I  have  read  the  state- 
ment hereunto  annexed  to  be  submitted  to  the  said  committee,  that  I  have  a  know- 
ledge of  the  facts  and  circumstances  therein  contained  and  I  declare  that  they  are 
true  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  information  and  belief  ;  and  I  make  this  solemn 
declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true  and  by  virtue  of  the  "  Act 
respecting  Extra  Judicial  Oaths." 

EALPH  E.  GIBSON. 
Declared  before  me  at  the  city  of  Toronto, ") 
in  the  County  of  York,  this    10th  day  V- 
of  April,  1888.  ) 

A.  S.  Crbelman, 

A  Commissioner  for  taking  affidavits  in  and  for  the  County  of  York. 


In  the  matter  of  the  Enquiry  before    a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  of 

Canada  in  reference  to  alleged  "  Combines." 

I,  John  Keith,  of  the  city  of  Toronto,  in  the  County  of  York  and  Province  of 
Ontario,  coal  dealer,  do  solemnly  declare  that  I  am  a  coal  dealer  in  the  city  of 
Toronto,  and  have  been  actively  engaged  in  such  business  for  about  fourteen  years 
last  past,  that  I  am  a  member  of  "  The  Coal  Trade  Branch  of  the  Toronto  Board  (rf 
Trade,"  that  I  have  read  the  statement  hereunto  annexed  to  be  submitted  to  the  said 
committee,  that  I  have  a  knowledge  of  the  facts  and  circumstances  therein  con- 
tained, and  I  declare  that  they  are  true  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  information 
and  belief ;  and  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to 
be  true,  and  by  virtue  of  the  "  Act  respecting  Extra  Judicial  Oaths." 

JOHN  KEITH. 

Declared  before  me  at  the  city  of  Toronto,  "| 
in  the  County  of  York,  this  10th  day  >• 
April,  1888.  3 

A.  R.  Creblman. 
A  Commissioner  'or  taking  Affidavits  in  and  for  the  County  of  York. 


In  the  matter  of  the  Enquiry  before  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  of  Canada. 

in  reference  to  alleged  "  Combines." 

L  John  R,  Bailey,  of  the  city  of  Toronto,  in  the  County  of  York,  and  Provinoa 
ofOntario,  coal  dealer,  do  solemnly  declare  that  I,  as  a  coal  dealer,  in  the  city  of 
Toronto,  have  been  actively  engaged  in  such  business  for  about  twelve  years  last 
past,  that  I  am  a  member  of  "The  Coal  Trade  Branch  of  the  Toronto  B3ard  of 
Trade  "  that  I  have  read  the  statement  hereunto  annexed  to  be  submitted  to  the  saia 
committee,  that  I  have  a  knowledge  of  the  facts  and  circumstances  therein  con- 
^Sed,  and  Ideclare  that  they  are  true  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  informatioa 
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and  belief ;  and  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to 
be  true,  and  by  virtue  of  the  "  Act  respecting  Extra  Judicial  Oaths." 

JOHN  E.  BAILEY. 

Declared  before  me  at  the  city  of  Toronto, 
in  the  County  of  York,  this  9  th  day 
of  April,  1888. 

W.  B.  Eatmond, 

A  Commissioner  for  taking  Affidavits  in  and  for  the  County  of  York. 


] 


In  the  matter  of  the  Enquiry  before  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  of  Cauada 
in  reference  to  alleged  "Combines," 

I,  James  Cowan,  of  the  city  of  Toronto,  in  the  County  of  York  and  Province  of 
Outario,  coal  dealer,  do  solemnly  declare  that  I  am  a  member  of  the  firm  of  C.  C.  Eay 
&  Co.,  carrying  on  business  as  coal  dealers  in  the  city  of  Toronto,  and  have  been 
actively  engaged  in  such  business  for  about  one  year  last  past,  and  prior  to  that  time 
I  had  about  four  years'  experience  in  the  coal  business  in  Ottawa ;  that  I  am  a 
member  of  "  The  Coal  Trade  Branch  of  the  Toronto  Board  of  Trade;"  that  I  have  read 
the  statement  hereunto  annexed  to  be  submitted  to  the  said  committee ;  that  I  havo 
a  knowledge  of  the  facts  and  circumstances  therein  contained,  and  I  declare  that  thoy 
are  true  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  information  and  belief;  and  I  make  this  solemn 
declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of  the  "  Act 
respecting  Extra  Judicial  Oaths," 

JAMES  COWAN. 

Declared  before  me  at  the  city  of  Toronto, 
in  the  County  of  York,  this  6th  day 
of  April,  1888, 

W,  B,  Eatmond, 

A  Commissioner  for  taking  Affidavits  in  and  for  the  County  of  York. 


1 


In  the  matter  of  the  Enquiry  before  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  of  Canada 
in  reference  to  alleged  "Combines." 

I,  Frederick  Harold  Thompson,  of  the  city  of  Toronto,  in  the  County  of  York 
and  Province  of  Ontario,  coal  dealer,  do  solemnly  declare  that  I  am  a  coal  dealer  in 
the  city  of  Toronto;  have  been  actively  engaged  in  such  business  for  about  three 
years  last  past ;  that  I  am  a  member  of  "  The  Coal  Trade  Branch  of  the  Toronto 
Board  of  Trade;"  that  I  have  read  the  statement  hereunto  annexed  to  be  submitted 
to  the  said  committee ;  that  I  have  a  knowledge  of  the  facts  and  circumstances 
therein  contained,  and  I  declare  that  they  are  true  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge, 
information  and  belief;  and  I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientioasly  believing 
the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of  the  "  Act  respecting  Extra  Judicial  Oaths." 

P.  H.  THOMPSON. 

Declared  before  me  at  the  city  of  Toronto, ' 
in  the  County  of  York,  this  6th  day 
April,  1888. 

W,  B,  Eatmond, 

A  Commissioner  for  taking  Affidavits  in  and  for  the  County  of  York^ 
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In  the  matter  of  the  Enquiry  before  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  of  Canada 
in  reference  to  alleged  "  Combines." 

I'  Thomas  Coulter,  of  the  city  of  Toronto,  in  the  County  of  York  and  Province 
of  Ontario,  coal  dealer,  do  solemnly  declare  that  I  am  a  coal  dealer  in  the  city  of 
Toronto ;  have  been  actively  engaged  in  such  bueinees  for  about  two  and  a  quarter 
years  last  past;  that  I  am  a  member  of  "The  Coal  Trade  Branch  of  the  Toronto 
Board  of  Trade  ;"  that  I  have  read  the  statement  hereunto  annexed  to  be  submitted 
to  the  said  committee ;  that  I  have  a  knowledge  of  the  facts  and  circumstances 
therein  contained,  and  I  declare  that  they  are  true  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge, 
information  and  belief,  and  1  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing 
the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of  the  "  Act  respecting  Extra  Judicial  Oaths." 

THOS.  COULTER. 
Declared  before  me  at  the  city  of  Toronto, ") 
in  the  County  of  York,  this  6th  day  V 
of  April,  1888.  ) 

W.  B.  Eaymond, 

A  Commissioner  for  taking  Affidavits  in  and  for  the  County  of  York. 


In  the  matter  of  the  Enquiry  before  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  of  Canada 
in  reference  to  alleged  "  Combines." 

I,  Elias  Eogers,  of  the  city  of  Toronto,  in  the  County  of  York  and  Province  of 
Ontario,  coal  dealer,  do  solemnly  declare  that  I  am  a  member  of  the  firm  of  "  Elias 
Sogers  and  Company,"  carrying  on  business  as  coal  dealers  in  the  city  of  Toronto, 
and  have  been  actively  engaged  in  such  business  for  about  twelve  years  last  past ; 
that  I  am  a  member  of  "The  Coal  Trade  Branch  of  the  Toronto  Board  of  Trade," 
that  I  have  read  the  statement  hereunto  annexed  to  be  submitted  to  the  said  com- 
mittee, that  I  have  a  knowledge  of  the  facts  and  circumstances  therein  contained  and 
I  declare  that  they  are  true  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  information  and  belief ;  and 
I  make  this  solemn  declaration  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by 
virtue  of  the  "  Act  respecting  Extra  Judicial  Oaths." 

ELIAS  EO&EES. 
Declared  before  mo  at  the  city  of  Toronto,  ^ 

in  the  County  of  York,  this  sixth  day  [■ 

of  April,  1888.  ) 

W.  B.  Eatmond, 

A  Commissioner  for  taking  Affidavits  in  and  for  the  County  of  York. 
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Agricultural  implements,  356, 35Y,  392. 

Banking,  Alleged  combination  in,  555. 

Barley  Trade  of  Ontario  :— No  combination  amongst  exporters,  309,  314. 
Standards,  how  fixed,  308,  316.  Effect  of  color  in  grading,  316.  The  malting 
industry  in  Canada,  3l0,  317.  Ontario  barley,  special  excellence  of  for  malting,  309, 
-316,  318,  Canadian  barley,  relation  in  prices  of,  in  the  United  States  to  the  duty,  315. 
Export  to  England,  318. 

3arbe(i  Wire: — Mannfaeture  of  in  Canada — sold  at  a  fixed  price  generally,  358, 
b74.  Various  kinds  and  their  prices — terms,  369.  Manufactured  under  patent,  pay- 
ing royalty,  360,  368,  371.  Eoyalty  piiid  per  hundred  pounds — consumption  of — 
decline  of  prices  since  being  made  in  Canada,  372. 

Biscuits: — Sold  under  combination,  71,  75,  80.  Comparative  prices  in  Montreal 
and  New  York,  132-138.  Extent  and  profits  of  biscuit  manufactory,  135.  Prices 
raised  since  the  combination,  75.  Cost  of  material  decreased,  135.  Manufacturers 
in  the  combination  and  its  headqaarters,  128,  138.  Objects  of  the  combination  and 
how  managed,  its  officers  and  executive,  138,  140,  142.  Freights  regulated,  138. 
Xard  in  sodas— Can.  lard  best,  139.  The  combination  regulate  manufacturers  prices 
— a  complaint,  140.     Banning  a  factory,  wages,  material,  &c.,  143. 

Canadian  Watch  Jobbers'  Association;:— In  American  watches,  323-345. 

The  combination  affiliated  with  American  Elgin  and  Waltham  Watch  Go's.,  324, 
325.  The  American  Watch  Case  Co.  of  Toronto  forced  into  the  combination,  326. 
A  movement  to  crash  oat  Stark's  Watch  Case  factory— an  injunction,  326,  327,  508. 
First  organization  of  the  Canadian  Watch  Jobbers'  Combination,  332.  Combination 
rules  absolute  as  to  sale  and  purchase,  333.  Bogus  watch  movements— profits  of  the 
trade,  336.  Eapid  and  large  increase  of  sale  of  American  watches  in  Canada,  338. 
The  American  manufacturers  fix  the  prices  at  which  their  goods  shall  be  sold  in 
Canada,  339.  Canadian  Watch  Jobbers'  Combination,  when  formed,  340.  Pines  for 
violation  of  combination  rules,  343.  Constitution  and  by-laws  of  the  combination, 
508.  Contract  between  the  Elgin  National  Watch  Company  and  the  Canadian 
Watch  Jobbers'  Association,  511. 

Coal  Dealers  Association,  London,  Ont.  :-Origin  of  the  combiDation— 

Obiect  of  to  limit  competition  and  sustain  prices,  241.  Import  and  retail  prices  of 
coal  242-244  Violation  of  local  association  rules  reported  to  the  local  exchange  at 
Buffalo  for  action- Contracts  by  vender,  how  managed,  245.  Prices  at  which  Gov- 
ernment tenders  were  taken,  246.  Discrimination  against  private  citizens  in  com- 
bination prices  charged  them  for  coal,  as  compared  with  the  prices  charged  in  Gov- 
ernment tenders,  247.  Coal  consumption  of  London,  248  By-Laws  and  Bales  of 
the  coal  association,  617-819.  Statement  of  cost  of  coal  at  London,  619. 
3—38 
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Coal  Trade  of  CobOUrg,  Ont. :— No  combination  in  coal— Sources  and  ports  of 
nupply,  228.  Import  cost  at  Oobourg — Rebates  allowed  by  American  dealers — No 
dictation  by  American  suppliers  to  fix  prices— Ketail  prices  and  profits,  22i>-231 — 
Terms  of  credit,  233. 

Coal  Trade  Branch,  Toronto  Board  of  Trade. :— Membership  fee,  145, 

564.  Origin  of  Che  coal  branch,  iis  promoters  and  amalgamation  with  the  Board  of 
Trade,  164.  Fines,  165,  584.  The  pool,  166,  171.  Tender  contracts,  how  regulated 
and  instances,  166,  170.  Oath  required  of  members  and  employes,  158,  172,  573. 
Disparity  between  prices  of  coal  charged  to  citizens  and  contract  prices,  169.  Con- 
tracts and  prices  enumerated,  171.  The  Toronto  Association  in  concert  with  the 
Anthracite  Association  of  the  United  States — How  the  supplies  of  a  dealer  not  in  the 
combination  are  stopped,  172,  174,  584.  Executive  Committee  how  composed, 
564.  Executive  Committee  fix  retail  price  of  coal,  565.  Constitution  and  bj-law3 
deposited  with  Council  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  564.  Constitution,  by-laws  and  special 
rules  submitted  in  evidence  by  G.  VV".  Wood,  Secretary  to  the  Coal  Trade  Branch, 
610.  Minutes  of  meetings  of  the  Coal  Trade  Branch,  566-610.  Statement  in  behalf 
of  the  Coal  Trade  Branch  wivh  Statutory  Declarations  thereto,  7^7-743, 

Combination,  conspiracy,  28,  31,  136 — remedies  suggested,  22,  24,  66,  77,  136. 

Cordage  and  Binder  Twine  Combination,  345,  397.    Manufactures  of 

cordage  and  iwine  in  Canada. — Fibre  under  control  of  an  American  syndicate,  345) 
400.  Efi'orts  of  the  American  Syndicate  to  control  the  business  in  Canada,  346. 
Efibots  of  the  Syndicate  npon  Canadian  business,  347.  Terms  of  the  combination — 
The  pool,  348,  39'd,  401.  Prices  of  the  manufactured  and  raw  material,  350-351,  353, 
398  Progress  of  the  business,  352.  DnratioQ  of  the  combination,  397.  Dissolution 
of,  398.  Hands  employed  and  wages  of,  301,  302.  Outfut  of  binder  twine  in  Canada, 
402. 

Eggs  :— Combination  of  dealers  to  repress  prices  against  farmers — Keeping  down 
tbe  price  in  Canadian  towns  to  favor  purchase  prices  lor  export,  318-319. 

General  Groceries  Stock  under  Combination :  —Baking  Powder- Short 

weight  packages  of,  19,  71,  72,  74,  603.  Candles,  71.  Brandy,  111.  Confections, 
129,138.  Gin,  71,  72,  81,  111.  Whiskey,  71,  72,  111.  Gooderham's  whiskey,  73. 
Walker's  whiskey,  80.  Highwines,  72.  Pickles,  71,  73,  130.  Nestie's  food,  72, 
^Matches  (Eddy's),  23,  71.    Starch,  71,  72,  73,  76,  90,  530,  547.   Soap,  71.     Coal  oil,  71. 

Insurance  : — Canadian  Fire  Underwriters'  Association,  inception  of,  428,  458,  459i 
Ostracizing  the  mutual  insurance  and  other  noncombioation  companies,  421,  425,  447, 
459,  474.  Mutual  companies  in  Association  not  interfering  with  rates,  424,  Combination 
circular  aimed  at  mutual  and  other  outside  companies,  422,  630.  Combination  injur- 
ing Canadian  business  by  driving  risks  to  the  United  States  for  insurance,  425,  472. 
Liet  of  companies  in  the  combination,  631.  Association  fixes  uniform  rates,  429, 
459.  Bates  raised  by  combination,  426,  435,  436,  446,  470,  472,  484,  491,  497.  Cast- 
iron  rates  remove  equitable  allowance  for  moral  hazard,  426,  446,  491.  Expenses  of 
companies  increased  by  the  Association,  436,  4i9,  449,  466.  "Moral  Hazard,"  defi- 
nitions of,  461,  468.  Canadian  insurance  companies  being  replaced  by  foreign 
companies,  463,  497,  498.  Objects  of  forming  the  combination,  4i5,  448,  461.  Fire 
losses  in  Canada  for  a  ten  year  period,  6S9-690. 

Toronto  Board  of  Underwriters,  its  place  in  the  insurance   combination, 

477,  478,  479.  The  Board  re-enacts  resolution  against  non-combination  companies, 
477,  478,  673,  680.  Special  discrimination  by  the  Board  against  the  City  of  Toronto 
in  the  matter  of  insurance  rales,  478,  480,  481,  487.  The  Board  hunting  non-com- 
bination companies,  486,  478. 
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St?o^  fq°i^^®^f  Association  alias  Stove  Makers:- Firms  in  the  combi- 
fitio  fv.  •  ^^^'^^'^  "lot  ]ii  the  combination— basis  for  fixing  prices,  392,  3;.5.  Who 
tx^  the  prices-age  of  the  combination,  393.  Profits-comparative  prices  with 
American  made  stoves  of  fine  finish,  394.  Advance  in  wages-wages  of  different 
classes  of  workmen,  296.  Additional  points  on  the  stove  trade,  vide  362,  365,  370. 
Constitution  and  By-Laws  of,  699.  Members'  bond  of  agreement,  702.  Terms  of 
agreement,  703.     penalties  provided— secresy  enjoined,  706. 

lard,  Canadian  production  superior  to  imported,  139. 

Manufacturers  of  Ginger  Ale,  Montreal:— Petition  of,  561. 

ISIontreal  Coal  Exchange  :— Not  connected  with  the  Board  of  Trade— Objects 
of  the  combination  to  limn  competition  and  sustain  prices— Combination  when  or- 
ganized,  236,  Board  of  management  fix  retail  prices— A  majority  of  the  Board 
agents  for  American  coal  companies,  233.  Members  not  obligated  by  oath— Fines 
under  certain  provisions— Import  and  retail  prices— Eebates  to  importers— Eetail 
.dealers  not  in  the  combination  discriminated  against  in  prices,  234-"^41.  Minimum 
profits  fixed— Prices  for  tender  contracts  fixed— No  allotment  of  tenders,  235,  234, 
240.     Importation  prices  fixed  in  the  U.S.,  236-238. 

Oatmeal ; — Miller's  association  and  object  of  375.  Mills  in  Ontario — Capacity  of  pro- 
duction— Consumption  of  the  Dominion — U.S.  duty  upon — Scotch  meal,  376.  Prices 
and  export,  377.  Combination  when  organized — Prices  fixed,  378.  The  pool  how 
formed  and  managed,  379,  381.  Production  checked  by  renting  mills  to  £hut  down — 
rentals  paid  them,  ShO.  Manitoba  oats  in  probable  future  competition  with  the  On- 
tario product,  283.  Points  on  practical  milling,  385.  Combination  purchase  of 
oats,  626.  Mills  leased  to  shut  down  and  rentals— Salary  of  secretary,  627.  Rules 
and  by-laws  of  the  combination,  620.     Minutes  of  meetings,  625, 

Ottawa  Ooal  Cartage  Co-: — The  company  chartered,  174.  Charter  members, 
221.  The  present  holders  and  promoters  of  the  company,  174,  249.  Directors,  249. 
A  combination  on  the  "  Trust  "  system,  175,  220, 254.  JKetail  prices  of  ccal  fixed  by 
the  directors,  175.  Associated  dealers  paid  from  the  pool,  176,  177.  Impor- 
tation cost  of  coal,  179.  Quantiiy  sold  and  profits,  181.  The  companies'  capital — 
net  piofits  after  deducting  charges  on  the  pool — Bate  per  cent,  realized,  181.  Con- 
tracts by  tender,  how  managed,  184,  259.  Cost  of  coal  increased  to  con- 
fiumers  by  xhe  combination,  184,  18t!,  1&8,  322.  Efforts  of  the  C.  A.  Eailway  to 
bring  in  eoal  frustrated,  263,  321.  Interference  to  stop  supplies  to  outside  dealers, 
185,  188,  189,  252,  258. 

Retail  Grocers  Association,  Montreal:— Petition  of,  58.  Not  a  combination, 

61.  Memorial  to  G.  A.  Drummona,  561.  EetailGrocers,  Quebec,  513.  Eetail  Grocers 
and  Manufacturers,  Sherbrooke,  514.  Eetail  Grocers,  London,  Ont,,  516.  Eetail 
Grocers'  Association,  Hamilton,  547. 

Sugar  --Origin  of  the  combination  upon  sugar,  11,  29, 102,  117.  First  orgnization 
of,  as  the  Dominion  Wholesale  Groceis'  Guild,  526.  Conditions  of  eligibility  for 
membership,  500,  521.  The  agreement  signed  by  members,  503.  List  of  members 
Bhowing  names  struck  off,  501.  Sugar  under  combination,  11,  36.  69,  The  parties, 
Principals  in  the  combination,  11,  22,  36,  37,  69,  80,  86,  108,  A  total  boycott  at- 
tempted,  12,  119,  120.  Discrimination  in  prices  agreed  upon,  11  12  13,  14,  36,  3», 
40.  discrimination  in  Discounts  and  Terms,  36  40  59,  84,  94,  521.  Prcghts 
arranged,  504.  Cost  increased  to  the  consumer,  17,  20,  50,  60  69  S5,  108,  110. 
Profits  of  wholeealers,  17,  50, 106.     Profits  improved  and  secured  under  combination. 
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109,  117.  Competitioa  destroyed,  97.  Specified  losses  by  disorimination.  31,  17,  84, 
100.  Aggressiveness  of  the  combination,  17,  64,120,521.  Connection  of  the  Ke- 
finers  with  the  combination  :— The  Canada  Eefinery,  11,  36,37,  119, 120.  The  Halifax 
Eefinery,  11,34,118.  St.  Lawrence  Eefinery,  11,  119,  120.  The  Moncton  Refinery,  II, 
34,  180,  504,  505,  519,  520.  Organized  Protests  against  the  combination,  58,  513,  514, 
515,518,561.  Importation,  12,  15,  31,  564.  Eaw  sugars,  annual  production  of 
cane, — beet, — Cuba's  yearly  product,  47.  Minutes  of  meetings  of. the  Dom.  Whole- 
sale Grocers'  Guild  (17  June,  '81—16  Nov.,  '87),  526,  517. 

Tobacco  :— Combination  on,  23,  103,  120.  Wholesale  advances  on  cost,  23,  24, 
105,  522,  538.  Manufacturers  of,  a  party  to  the  combination,  23,  103,  105,  528. 
Excise  duty,  105. 

Toronto  :— Grocery  Trade,  107. 

Twine  : — Canadian  make  superior  to  imported,  368. 

Undertakers'  Combination  : — When  organized— Constitution  adopted— Manu- 
facturers of  coffins  and  undertakers'  included  in  the  combination,  404.  A  local 
power  to  prevent  new  hands  entering  upon  the  business — Manufacturers  bound  to 
sell  to  none  outside  the  combination — Prices  uniform,  405.  Dealers  in  coffin  trim- 
mings bound  not  to  sell,  "  even  a  nail,"  to  anyone  outside  the  combination — Barring 
the  way  to  entering,  406.  Cost  and  selling  price  of  coffins  and  caskets,  407,  413,  417. 
Forced  by  the  combination  from  inheriiing  a  father's  business,  409,  410.  A  dealer 
punished  for  his  mistake,  411.  Name  of  firms  who  refused  goods,  412,  417.  Entrance 
refused  to  an  experienced  Undertaker,  and  names  of  the  parties,  413,  415.  Oath 
and  fine  provided  against  violation  of  combination  rules,  414,  418.  Cost  of  malerial 
— Difficulty  in  procuring — Difficulty  of  importation,  414,  415.  Keeping  down  the 
number — Affiliation — Extortionate  charges,  416.  Gross  frauds  in  coffins — Ceaseless 
watching,  417.  One  who  would  like  to  sell  but  dare  not  for  terror  of  the  combination, 
418.  Hearse  manufacturers  refuse  to  join — Cost  of  a  cheap  funeral  in  Toronto,  419- 
Constitution  and  by-laws  of  the  undertakers' combination,  707.  Suspended  members 
and  non-members  of  the  combination  ostracised  from  all  business  communion — Manu- 
facturers selling  any  article  to  a  non-member  to  be  boycotted — No  supplies  to  be 
purchased  from  a  non-member — Secrecy  of  meetings  enjoined  under  penalty  (By- 
Liws,  sections  24  30),  709.  Second  annual  session,  710.  Bond  of  obligation 
signed  by  the  representatives  of  the  Undertakers'  Association  of  the  first  part;  and 
the  representatives  of  the  Dominion  Burial  Casket  Association  of  the  second  part, 
by  which  the  second  party  thereto  is  bound  under  penalty  to  sell  no  caskets,  any 
coffin  material  or  to  furnish  price  lists  to  anyone  not  a  member  of  Undertakers'  Com- 
bination, 713,  714.  Exchange  of  courtesies  between  the  Can.  and  U.  S.  Combina- 
tions, 730,  731.  An  official  urgent  appeal  to  organize,  733.  Manufacturers  price 
lists  to  members  of  the  combination,  734. 
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